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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s year-long
war on the rebels in the northern Tigray region
threatens to pull the whole country into a deadly

civil war between the federal troops and several ethnic
militias. When the war began, Mr. Abiy, a Nobel peace
laureate, wanted to oust the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF), an ethnic paramilitary group-turned-pol-
itical party, in Tigray and install a friendly regional go-
vernment. Within a month, he met his objectives and
declared that major combat operations were over. But
retaining control over a rebellious region was harder
than ousting the rebels. Moreover, Mr. Abiy seemed to
have overlooked Tigray’s complex history. The moun-
tainous region that shares a long border with Eritrea
was the base of resistance against the military dictator-
ship in the 1970-80s. The TPLF, which fought the Derg,
the military regime, for 16 years before ruling Ethiopia
through a multiparty coalition for three decades, was
not an easy pushover. It retreated to the mountains, re-
grouped and hit back, forcing the federal troops and
their allies, including paramilitaries from Eritrea, to
withdraw. Now, after taking Tigray and key towns in
neighbouring regions, the TPLF, joined by other mili-
tias, has threatened to take Addis Ababa, the capital ci-
ty that is home to �ve million people, “within weeks”. 

In his attempt to shake up Ethiopia’s power struc-
tures and crush the former ruling elites, Mr. Abiy has
unleashed a series of events that he is no longer in a po-
sition to control. When the country moved to a parlia-
mentary system from military dictatorship in the early
1990s, it adopted a model called “ethnic federalism” in
which the regions, largely divided on ethnic lines, en-
joyed some autonomy, while the federal government,
controlled by the TPLF, focused on national unity, eco-
nomic growth and defence. This model worked, at least
for a decade, as Ethiopia, Africa’s second most popu-
lous country that was devastated by a famine in 1983-
85, emerged as East Africa’s strongest economic power-
house. But ethnic tensions started resurfacing late last
decade, and Mr. Abiy, an ethnic Oromo, was chosen to
put the country back on the trajectory of growth and
stability. But his moves to sideline the TPLF triggered a
bigger political crisis, which eventually led to the war in
Tigray. Mr. Abiy is now on the defensive. The move to
take control of Tigray has failed. If he stops the military
operations now, it would be seen as weakness and the
rebels, emboldened by their recent victories and polit-
ical support they gained from opposition groups, could
march southwards. An all-out civil war would be disas-
trous as it could open old ethnic wounds. To avoid such
a calamity, there has to be a mutually agreed upon cea-
se�re. But neither side has shown any interest in talks.
The international community, particularly the African
Union, should press both the rulers and the rebels to
immediately end the �ghting and start talking.

Rebels and rulers 
The Ethiopian government and the militias

must end the �ghting and begin talking
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Sujan R. Chinoy

The trilateral security agree-
ment between Australia, the
United Kingdom and the Un-

ited States (AUKUS) continues to
be in the news. At the COP26 meet-
ing at Glasgow, U.S. President Joe
Biden tried to smoothen ru�ed
feathers when he candidly told his
French counterpart, President
Emmanuel Macron, that the Aus-
tralian submarine deal with
France had been handled clumsi-
ly. An assuaged France is bound to
come around eventually since the
Trans-Atlantic partnership is im-
portant for both sides. In regard to
Australia, however, the kerfu�e
over the cancelled submarine deal
continues to dog relations. A
piqued France harbours resent-
ment at the Australian action, go-
ing by Mr. Macron’s recent re-
marks at the G20 press conference
on November 1.

The ASEAN factor
There is also the matter of Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) disunity over the emer-
gence of AUKUS. The South-east
Asian nations have been unable to
agree on other issues before, such
as developments in Myanmar or
the strategic threats posed by Chi-
na. While AUKUS is clearly an at-
tempt by the U.S. to bolster region-
al security, including securing
Australia’s seaborne trade, any
sudden accretion in Australia’s na-
val capabilities is bound to cause
unease in the region. In a state-
ment on September 20, Australia
had unambiguously reassured the
region of its commitment to

ASEAN centrality and its conti-
nued support for the South Paci�c
Nuclear-Free Zone Treaty as well
as the Treaty of Southeast Asia Nu-
clear Weapon-Free Zone.

Even though Australia has de-
nied that AUKUS is a defence al-
liance, this hardly prevents China
from exploiting ASEAN’s concerns
at having to face a Hobson’s choice
amidst worsening U.S.-China re-
gional rivalry. True to style, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man has criticised AUKUS as an
“exclusive bloc” and “clique” that
gravely undermines regional
peace and security and re�ects a
Cold War mentality. AUKUS is
based on a shared commitment of
its three members to deepening
diplomatic, security and defence
cooperation in the Indo-Paci�c to
meet the challenges of the 21st
century. Even though this has not
been stated explicitly, the rise of
China, particularly its rapid mili-
tarisation and aggressive beha-
viour, is undoubtedly the trigger.

Decades-old partnership
As such, there is nothing surpris-
ing about the U.S., the U.K. and
Australia coming together. The
U.S. and the U.K. have enjoyed a
special defence partnership for
decades. The U.S. and the U.K.
have fought together as allies, to-
gether with Australia, in the Se-
cond World War. The U.S. shared
nuclear weapons technology with
the U.K. following the merging of
the latter’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme with the American Man-
hattan Project as early as in 1943.
The �rst U.K. test was conducted
in 1952 in the Montebello Islands
in Australia, a country that still re-
gards the British monarch as the
head of state, whose powers are
exercised constitutionally through
her representative, the Governor-
General of Australia. To suggest
that these three nations have come

together to forge a new defence
pact is stating the obvious. They
have been alliance partners all
along.

Engagement with China
For three nations, their relations
with China have recently been
marked by contretemps. Australia,
especially, had for years subordi-
nated its strategic assessment of
China to transactional commercial
interests. Much to China’s chagrin,
its policy of deliberately targeting
Australian exports has not yielded
the desired results. Instead of kow-
towing, the plucky Australian cha-
racter has led Canberra to favour a
fundamental overhaul of its China
policy. The attempt to torment
Australia has clearly back�red.

That China’s naval expansion
and far-ranging forays in the
oceanic space should have com-
pelled Australia to revisit its de-
fence and security policies should
also not surprise anyone. As early
as in 1942, during the Second
World War, three Japanese midget
submarines, launched from �ve
large submarines that acted as
launching platforms, had mount-
ed a sneak attack in Sydney Har-
bour. Though the damage and ca-
sualties in�icted by the attack
were limited, that brazen episode,
combined by the bombing by Japa-
nese warplanes of Darwin, also in
1942, drove home to Australia that
its distant geographical location

could not guarantee its security
against a direct maritime threat.

In 2017 and 2019, the Talisman
Sabre exercises (a biennial exer-
cise that is led by either Australia
or the U.S.), conducted by the
Royal Australian Navy, were
tagged by a Chinese People’s Lib-
eration Army Navy (PLAN) Dong-
diao-class Type 815 auxiliary gen-
eral intelligence (AGI) vessel.
China also used the same type of
vessel to monitor the multilateral
Rim of the Paci�c (RIMPAC) exer-
cise in 2018.

These developments, no doubt
a portent of things to come, have
cast a long shadow on Australia’s
trade and strategic interests.

‘To further’ is the key
The transfer of sensitive subma-
rine technology by the U.S. to the
U.K. is a sui generis arrangement
based on their long-standing Mu-
tual Defence Agreement of 1958.
The AUKUS joint statement clearly
acknowledges that trilateral de-
fence ties are decades old, and
that AUKUS aims to further joint
capabilities and interoperability.
The word “further” is key, since
defence cooperation already ex-
ists. The other areas covered are
cyber capabilities, arti�cial intelli-
gence and quantum technologies,
apart from undersea capabilities.
The latter is the most visible part
of the agreement, and potentially,
a game-changer. 

Elements in the broader agenda
provide opportunities to the U.S.,
the U.K. and Australia to engage
the regional countries. There are
clear indications that New Zealand
is open to cooperation with AU-
KUS in such areas, especially cyb-
er, its nuclear-averse record not-
withstanding. All three nations
will also play a major role in U.S.-
led programmes such as Build
Back Better World, Blue Dot Net-
work and Clean Network, to meet

the challenge of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative.

A comparison, the reach
The Quad and AUKUS are distinct,
yet complementary. Neither di-
minishes the other. Whereas the
Quad initiatives straddle the In-
dian and the Paci�c Oceans, a Pac-
i�c-centric orientation for AUKUS
has advantages. Such a strategy
could potentially strengthen Ja-
pan’s security as well as that of Tai-
wan in the face of China’s mount-
ing bellicosity. Shifting AUKUS’s
fulcrum to the Paci�c Ocean could
reassure ASEAN nations. It could
also inure AUKUS to any insidious
insinuation that accretion in the
number of nuclear submarines
plying the Indo-Paci�c might up-
set the balance of power in the In-
dian Ocean.

China’s potent military capaci-
ties must be taken seriously. China
has a large and growing undersea
�eet, including attack submarines,
both nuclear-powered and diesel-
electric. China’s naval power is
enabling it to challenge U.S. domi-
nance in the Paci�c beyond the
�rst island chain. A U.S. that still
boasts the world’s most powerful
military is perhaps tempted to
look at e�ective means to militari-
ly counter China. The Quad struc-
ture currently has neither the
mandate nor the capability to
achieve this. There are limited op-
tions in the economic arena with
China already having emerged as a
global economic powerhouse. AU-
KUS, though, provides an oppor-
tunity to the U.S. to place proxy
submarine forces to limit China’s
forays, especially in the Paci�c
Ocean.

Sujan R. Chinoy, a former Ambassador, is
currently the Director General of the
Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses. The views expressed
are personal

AUKUS could rock China’s boat in the Indo-Paci�c
While there is nothing surprising about AUKUS, a Paci�c-centric orientation has advantages in the context of China
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Ajudgment of the Supreme
Court of India on October
28, 2021 has immense po-

tential to reclaim the idea of perso-
nal liberty and human dignity. In
Thwaha Fasal vs Union of India, the
Court has acted in its introspective
jurisdiction and deconstructed
the provisions of the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act (UAPA)
with a great sense of legal realism.
This paves the way for a formida-
ble judicial authority against bla-
tant misuse of this draconian law. 

The background
In this case from Kerala, there are
three accused. The third among
them is absconding. The police re-
gistered the case and later the in-
vestigation was handed over to the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA). The accused were in their
twenties when arrested on No-
vember 1, 2019. During the investi-
gation, some materials containing
radical literature were found,
which included a book on caste is-
sues in India and a translation of
the dissent notes written by Rosa
Luxemburg to Lenin. There were
also lea�ets that were allegedly re-
lated to Maoist organisations.

Thus, the provisions of the UA-
PA were invoked. Against the �rst
accused, Allen Shuaib, o�ences
under Sections 38 and 39 of the
UAPA and 120B of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) were alleged. Section
38 deals with “o�ence relating to
membership of a terrorist organi-
sation” and Section 39 deals with
“o�ence relating to support given
to a terrorist organisation.” Sec-
tion 120B of the IPC is the penal
provision on criminal conspiracy.

Against the second accused,
Thwaha Fasal, over and above
these charges, Section 13 of the
UAPA was alleged — which is the
provision about punishment for
unlawful activities. Both the ac-
cused were students and there
were no allegations of any overt
act of violence. According to the
accused, the charges were an at-
tempt to label them as terrorists,
based on the intellectual and ideo-
logical inclinations attributed to
them.

Judicial trajectory
The case had a curious trajectory.
After initial rejection of the pleas,
the trial judge granted bail to both
the accused in September 2020.
By that time, the students had
completed more than 10 months
in prison. The High Court, in ap-
peal, while con�rming the bail of
Allen, chose to set aside the bail
granted to Thwaha. The matter
then reached the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court, after a com-
prehensive examination, upheld
the trial judge’s �nding that the
materials, prima facie, do not
show any “intention on the part of
both the accused to further the ac-
tivities of the terrorist organisa-
tion”. It found fault with the High
Court for not venturing to record,
prima facie, �ndings regarding
charges against Thwaha, whose
bail was set aside by the High
Court. The top court con�rmed
the bail granted to both the stu-
dents. Now, they have been set
free.

The Supreme Court was em-
phatic and liberal when it said that
mere association with a terrorist
organisation is not su�cient to at-
tract the o�ences alleged. Unless
and until the association and the
support were “with intention of
furthering the activities of a terro-
rist organisation”, o�ence under
Section 38 or Section 39 is not
made out, said the Court. Mere
possession of documents or books

by the accused at a formative
young age, or even their fascina-
tion for an ideology, does not ipso
facto or ipso jure make out an of-
fence, the Court ruled.

The judgment can act as an ef-
fective admonition against a sup-
pressive regime. It also exposes
the hypocrisy of the law, the UA-
PA. Section 43D(5) of the UAPA
says that for many of the o�ences
under the Act, bail should not be
granted, if “on perusal of the case
diary or the report (of the investi-
gation)… there are reasonable
grounds for believing that the ac-
cusation … is prima facie true”.
Thus, the Act prompts the Court to
consider the version of the prose-
cution alone while deciding the
question of bail. Unlike the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code, the UAPA, by
virtue of the proviso to Section
43D(2), permits keeping a person
in prison for up to 180 days, with-
out even �ling a charge sheet.
Thus, the statute prevents a com-
prehensive examination of the
facts of the case on the one hand,
and prolongs the trial inde�nitely
by keeping the accused in prison
on the other. 

Presumption of guilt
Instead of presumption of inno-
cence, the UAPA holds presump-
tion of guilt of the accused. Section
43E of the Act expressly says about
“presumption as to the o�ences”.
According to Section 43D(5), jail is
the rule and bail is often not even
an exception. The Court, in Thwa-

ha Fasal, refused to construct this
Section in a narrow and restrictive
sense. This analysis has to some
extent, liberalised an otherwise il-
liberal bail clause. In the process,
the Court has also tried to mitigate
the egregious error committed by
a two-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court in National Investigation
Agency vs Zahoor Ahmad Shah Wa-
tali (2019) that interpreted the
same provision. 

In Zahoor Ahmad Shah Watali,
the Court said that by virtue of
Section 43D(5) of UAPA, the bur-
den is on the accused to show that
the prosecution case is not prima
facie true. The proposition in Za-
hoor Ahmad Shah Watali is that the
bail court should not even investi-
gate deeply into the materials and
evidence and should consider the
bail plea, primarily based on the
nature of allegations, for, accord-
ing to the Court, Section 43D(5)
prohibits a thorough and deeper
examination. As such, in several
cases, bail pleas were rejected re-
lying on Zahoor Ahmad Shah Wata-
li, despite the strong indications
that the evidence itself was false or
fabricated. Many intellectuals in-
cluding Sudha Bharadwaj and Sid-
dique Kappan were denied bail
based on a narrow interpretation
of the bail provision as done in Za-
hoor Ahmad Shah Watali. Stan
Swamy was another victim of this
provision and its fallacious
reading.

The top court has now altered
this terrible legal landscape. For
doing so, the Court also relied on a
later three-judge Bench decision
in Union of India vs K.A. Najeeb
(2021). In K.A. Najeeb, the larger
Bench said that even the stringent
provisions under Section 43D(5)
do not curtail the power of the
constitutional court to grant bail
on the ground of violation of fun-
damental rights.

The text of the draconian laws
sometimes poses immense chal-
lenge to the courts by limiting the

space for judicial discretion and
adjudication. This is more evident
in the context of bail. The courts
usually adopt two mutually con-
tradictory methods in dealing with
such tough provisions. One is to
read and apply the provision liter-
ally and mechanically which has
the e�ect of curtailing the indivi-
dual freedom as intended by the
makers of the law. In contrast to
this approach, there could be a
constitutional reading of the sta-
tute, which perceives the issues in
a human rights angle and tries to
mitigate the rigour of the vicious
content of the law. The former ap-
proach is re�ected in Zahoor Ah-
mad Shah Watali and the latter in
Thwaha Fasal. In Thwaha Fasal,
the Court has asserted the prima-
cy of judicial process over the text
of the enactment, by way of an in-
terpretative exercise. 

Delhi riots case
On June 15, 2021, the Delhi High
Court granted bail to student acti-
vists Natasha Narwal, Devangana
Kalita and Asif Iqbal Tanha who
were charged under the UAPA for
alleged connections with the Delhi
riots. In an appeal by the Delhi pol-
ice, unfortunately, the Supreme
Court said that the well-reasoned
judgment of the High Court shall
not be treated as a precedent.

The Thwaha Fasal judgment
has, by implication, legitimised
the methodology in the Delhi High
Court verdict that ventured to exa-
mine the content of the charge in-
stead of swallowing the prosecu-
tion’s story. It is this judicial
radicalism that builds an emanci-
patory legal tool. The judgment
should be invoked to release other
political prisoners in the country
who have been denied bail either
due to the harshness of the law or
due to the follies in understanding
the law or both.

Kaleeswaram Raj is a lawyer at the
Supreme Court of India

A new jurisprudence for political prisoners
The Supreme Court’s judgment alters a terrible legal landscape that has seen the blatant misuse of the UAPA

Kaleeswaram Raj
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The Haryana Government’s
law to reserve 75% jobs for
locals, noti�ed on Saturday,
could trigger an exodus of
large domestic and multina-
tional investors across sec-
tors such as auto and infor-
mation technology that rely
on highly skilled manpower,
Indian industry has warned. 

The law that kicks in from
January 15, 2022, requires
�rms with 10 or more em-
ployees to reserve 75% of all
jobs o�ering a salary of less
than ₹30,000 a month for
eligible candidates of State
domicile. The salary ceiling
was earlier proposed to be
₹50,000 for the law that
stems from an electoral pro-
mise by the BJP’s ally the Jan-
nayak Janta Party in the 2019
Assembly election.

In�ux of talent
The move to regulate hiring
of those earning less than
₹30,000 a month, is aimed
at disallowing the in�ux of
talent from other parts of the
country even in sectors such
as IT and IT-enabled services

(ITeS), which the State does
not have enough captive sup-
ply of, pointed out Amitava
Ghosh, co-founder & princi-
pal partner at SSA Com-
pliance Services LLP. 

PHD Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry presi-
dent Pradeep Multani said
Indian industry needs the
most e�cient work force to

stay competitive in a global-
ised word. 

“We believe that any In-
dian should be allowed to
work in any State of India
without any restrictions,” he
said. “We have already lost
out to Sri Lanka and Bangla-
desh in textiles and MNCs
moving out of China have
not come to India but shifted

to Vietnam, Indonesia, Thai-
land, Sri Lanka and Bangla-
desh,” he noted. 

“The 75% reservation will
result in moving out of tech
and automotive companies,
especially MNCs as these are
highly skilled manpower-
based companies,” Mr. Mul-
tani said, suggesting that in-
stead of compelling �rms to
hire locals, the State can con-
sider giving a 25% subsidy to
�rms as an incentive for hir-
ing locals. 

Tilting the scales
Mr. Ghosh said the law is al-
ready tilting the scales for
large �rms, particularly in e-
commerce, IT & ITeS and
new manufacturing sectors,
who had chosen Gurugram
as a hub for their businesses.
Moreover, imposing the re-
servations on gig and plat-
form companies could
create a crippling talent
crunch, he pointed out. 

“Raising the son of the soil
issue and preventing free
movement of manpower re-
sources in the State from oth-
er regions is sure to have a
tremendously adverse e�ect

on the existing industries in
the State. This may force
those tech giants and other
industries to shift their base
from Haryana to other States
and drain out the State’s mo-
netary resources to that ex-
tent,” Mr. Ghosh empha-
sised. 

“If other States take Ha-
ryana’s cue and follow suit,
there would surely be an ex-
treme level of talent crunch
across industries and across
the country,” he said, stress-
ing that such electoral pro-
mises for job reservations
will a�ect the economy at
this critical juncture. 

In April, the PHD Cham-
ber had urged the Haryana
government to consider lo-
wering the original salary
ceiling of ₹50,000 a month
to ₹15,000 a month on a 'cost
to company' basis and raise it
in tandem with e�orts to im-
prove skill sets in the State. 

It had also suggested that
the reservation, if any,
should begin from 20%-25%
as technical and specialised
skill sets will take time to in-
culcate among the State's
youth.

Haryana law on hiring causes concern
Move can trigger exodus of domestic and global �rms from hubs such as Gurugram, say experts
Vikas Dhoot 
NEW DELHI 

Local concern: The new law will have an impact on the IT, ITeS
and new manufacturing sectors in Gurugram. * PTI
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There is a famous parable of the 13th
century mystic Mullah Nasruddin.
He was once spotted under a street
light searching frantically for a key
that he had lost. A passer-by noticed
the frazzled Nasruddin and stopped
to help him. After both of them spent
a long time searching for the key, the
exasperated passer-by asked Nasrud-
din if he was sure that he had
dropped his key there. Pointing to
his house far away, Nasruddin said
that he had, in fact, lost the key near
his house. Agitated, the passer-by
shouted at Nasruddin: “If you lost the
key near your house, why are you
wasting time searching for your key
here?” To which Nasruddin, with no
sense of irony, responded, “There is
no light near my house but there is
light here, so I am searching for the
lost key here.”

Delays in payments
This parable captures the essence of
wage payment delays under the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA). Eight crore MGNREGA wage
transactions were pending on Diwali.
The People’s Action for Employment
Guarantee (PAEG) recently released
a tracker with important metrics on
MGNREGA implementation. It
showed that funds allocation this �-
nancial year (FY) is 34% lower than
the revised budget allocation of last
year. And this year’s funds have been
exhausted. The Ministry of Rural De-
velopment issued a press release in
response to these stating, “Currently
Rs.8921 crore funds are available
which can meet the wage liability...”
This statement is misleading as the
Ministry has not accounted for pend-
ing arrears of ₹17,543 crore from pre-
vious years. In a welcome move since
the media reports, the Chief Minis-
ters of Odisha and Tamil Nadu wrote
to the Prime Minister seeking addi-
tional funds for MGNREGA.

There is ample evidence by now,
including an admission by the Minis-
try of Finance, that delays in wage

payments are a consequence of in-
su�cient funds. There are two stages
in the wage payment process. In
Stage 1, States must electronically
send invoices, also called FTOs, to
the Central government within eight
days of completion of work at a work-
site. These invoices contain essential
worker details like their names and
bank account numbers. The Central
government then processes the in-
voices and transfers wages directly to
the workers’ accounts. This is called
Stage 2 and is the Central govern-
ment’s responsibility that must be
completed within seven days after
Stage 1. Since Supreme Court orders
in 2018, Stage 1 delays have reduced
while Stage 2 delays continue. As per
the Act, if Stage 1 plus Stage 2 exceeds
15 days, then workers are entitled to
a delay compensation for each day’s
delay. However, in violation of the
Act and the Supreme Court’s orders,
no delay compensation for Stage 2 is
even being calculated. Instead of en-
suring su�cient funds for timely pay-
ments, the Central government has
repeatedly tinkered with the pay-
ment architecture as if payment de-
lays are an artefact of technological
hurdles. The Nasruddin parable ap-
peared in a new avatar this year. Ear-
lier, the invoices were not segregated
by caste. On March 2, the Central go-
vernment issued a circular to segre-
gate invoices based on the caste of
workers (Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, and ‘Others’).

In order to investigate Stage 2 de-
lays and the impact of caste-based in-
voices, as part of LibTech India, we
released a report called ‘Heavy Wait’.
We analysed 18 lakh invoices across

10 States from April to September. In
our sample, Stage 2 was completed
only for 29% of the invoices within
the mandated seven-day period. In
fact, for nearly two-thirds of the tran-
sactions in Jharkhand and more than
half the transactions in Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal,
Stage 2 exceeded 15 days. There was
also a steady increase in Stage 2 de-
lays from July to September indicat-
ing depletion of funds. If the Central
government’s recent claims of alloca-
tions being adequate are true, then
what is the explanation for such mas-
sive delays in wage payments?

Caste-based segregation
There were signi�cant variations in
delays by caste. While 46% of pay-
ments to SC workers and 37% for ST
workers were completed in the man-
dated seven-day period, it was a dis-
mal 26% for non-SC/ST workers. The
negative impact of caste-based segre-
gation was felt acutely in poorer
States such as Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Odisha and West Bengal.
For instance, Stage 2 was completed
in seven days for only half the tran-
sactions for SC/ST workers in Mad-
hya Pradesh. This was much worse
for non-SC/ST workers in Madhya
Pradesh for whom only 7% of tran-
sactions were completed in that pe-
riod. In addition to such stark di�e-
rences, in West Bengal, the Central
government kept pending nearly
45% of the wages beyond 15 days as
on October 13.

As this newspaper reported ear-
lier, caste-based segregation has also
resulted in tensions at worksites. It
had also resulted in a threefold in-

crease of workload for computer op-
erators at blocks. Our Right to Infor-
mation request to access the circular
met with a hazy response. When
questioned by the media earlier
about this move, the Central govern-
ment said that “For better account-
ing purposes, it has been decided, in
consultation with the Department of
Expenditure, to have a category-wise
(SC, ST and others) wage payment
system.” No doubt, knowing the
earnings of SC/ST households is use-
ful. But it could have been done after
the wages were paid. Toying with the
Act using the veil of better account-
ing is illegal. After critical media re-
portage, the Central government, in
a welcome move, has revoked the
caste-based segregation of wage pay-
ments. However, the Central govern-
ment has not assumed any accounta-
bility by paying compensation for
delays despite the evident damage
caused by caste-based segregation of
payments.

Additionally, in our large sample
analysis, we found no di�erence in
the time taken for payments through
the Aadhaar Payment Bridge Sys-
tems (APBS) and traditional account-
based payments. In fact, APBS has gi-
ven rise to a litany of complicated
problems like misdirected payments
and payment failures due to errone-
ous Aadhaar mapping with the pay-
ment software. Misdirected pay-
ments happen when one person’s
Aadhaar gets linked to somebody els-
e’s bank account. These problems
are di�cult to resolve even for bank
and block o�cials resulting in in-
creased hardships for workers.
These minimally warrant an impar-
tial, independent assessment and au-
dit of the payment systems.

Lost keys cannot be found where
they were not lost in the �rst place.
In the same vein, technical �xes can-
not be substitutes for political will.
O�cial data show that the work de-
mand this year is similar to that of
last year. As such, at least ₹50,000
crore needs to be allocated urgently
and the Central government, in com-
pliance with Supreme Court orders,
must automatically calculate and pay
the workers their entitled delay
compensation.

Anuradha De is a researcher with LibTech
India; Rajendran Narayanan teaches in Azim
Premji University, Bengaluru, and is
associated with LibTech India and PAEG

There remain delays in the stage where the Central government transfers wages to the workers’ accounts

A woman registers herself for MGNREGA work in Mubarakpur village in
Chandauli district, Uttar Pradesh. * AP

The long road to timely MGNREGA payments

Anuradha De & Rajendran
Narayanan
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The Centre �nally decided last week to relent and
act on the advice of monetary policymakers by
cutting the excise duty on petrol and diesel by ₹5

and ₹10 a litre, respectively. The duty reduction, an-
nounced on the eve of Deepavali, immediately helped
lower the retail prices of the two fuels by at least about
5% and 11%, respectively. And on the Government’s urg-
ing, more than 20 States and Union Territories also re-
duced the VAT levied on the fuel products, thereby en-
hancing the relief provided to consumers from record
pump prices. While the Centre asserted that the deci-
sion was to impart a �llip to the reviving economy, as
well as easing in�ationary pressure, the political signif-
icance of its timing was hard to overlook, coming a day
after the ruling BJP su�ered electoral reverses in some
legislative and parliamentary bypolls. That the Govern-
ment was keen to make political capital out of its belat-
ed reduction of levies was made obvious two days later,
when it sought to call out the States — almost all ruled
by Opposition parties — that were yet to make commen-
surate VAT reductions. With a clutch of crucial State
elections, including to the prized U.P. Assembly, due
early next year, the BJP is keen to regain control of the
narrative, especially given the heightened public con-
cern over in�ation and the surge in fuel prices.

As far as the economy is concerned, the reduction in
fuel bills is bound to have a salutary impact on in�ation
as diesel is the main fuel for freight carriage and im-
pacts the cost of everything requiring to be transport-
ed. The softening in transportation costs ought to pro-
vide some cushion to the manufacturing sector, which
has had to cope with surging input prices at a time
when demand is still tenuous. The additional cash left
in the wallets of consumers may also provide a small
bump in consumption though the durability of this sti-
mulus will hinge on how global oil prices behave in the
coming weeks and months. Global oil prices have been
on a boil this year and the World Bank group projected
last month that average crude prices would end 2021
with a gain of about 70%. With the Indian crude basket
having risen on average almost 62% in the 10 months
through October and the historical trend suggesting a
�rming of prices towards the year-end when the north-
ern hemisphere’s winter usually pushes up energy de-
mand, there is a real risk that Indian re�ners may be left
with little option but to continue raising retail prices.
The onus would then be again on the Centre to make
further cuts to the duty it had raised last year. States run
by other parties should take the cue from Tamil Nadu
and Punjab and bring down the prices at the outlets,
and not hold back for political or revenue reasons.

Fuel price optics
Levies must be cut further to o�set the e�ect

of the continuing surge in global oil prices

India has found its footing in its campaign to
vaccinate citizens against COVID-19. About
78% of the adult population has received one
dose and more than 36% has received both
doses. This is great news as vaccination, to-
gether with face masks and social distancing,
is a powerful tool for returning to normalcy.

Recent evidence indicates that acceptance
of COVID-19 vaccines in India is among the
highest in the world. This is a testament to
those who have been working tirelessly for
months within communities. However, even
small pockets of unvaccinated individuals
can threaten the success of an immunisation
campaign. This is especially true for a highly
transmissible virus like the Delta variant of
SARS-CoV-2. Misinformation about vaccines,
in particular, can erode vaccine con�dence.
In 2017-2019, false rumours about the meas-
les-rubella vaccine spread through social
media and led to a spike in vaccine refusals
in some areas. Also, with daily con�rmed
cases as low as they are now, enthusiasm to
get vaccinated could wane. This is why we
need to solidify vaccine con�dence now.

Power of trust
Vaccine con�dence exists on a spectrum.
There are some who are against all vaccines.
But there are also many who remain on the
fence. Perhaps they have concerns about the
speed with which the vaccines were deve-
loped or they received a message from a
trusted family member or friend about the
ingredients of the vaccine. The COVID-19
vaccines used in India are safe and e�ective,
especially in preventing severe outcomes.
And so, many of us may feel the urge to re-
fute each and every one of these concerns.
For those who remain sceptical, however,
such arguments may feel patronising and
could back�re. Conversations around vacci-
nation, rather, should stem from a place of
respect, empathy and understanding and
should avoid disparaging language. This
helps build trust — the key to vaccine con�-
dence. In addition, when speaking with
peers about misinformation, it helps to ack-
nowledge that it is sometimes di�cult in the
current context to know what is true and
what is not. Providing data from a trusted
source, like government agencies or aca-
demic institutions, can also help correct mis-
perceptions about vaccines. 

Framing vaccination as the default norma-
tive behaviour can help encourage those
who have doubts. Many of us have already
been doing this when we ask our friends and
family, “Teeka lagwaya, na?” or “You’ve
been vaccinated, right?” By asking this sim-
ple question, we are setting expectations for
those around us. Vaccination is the norm.
We are asked the question and we in turn ask
others too. 

The messenger is also important for build-
ing trust. Individuals are more likely to listen
to someone from their own background or
area. In many villages, all the eligible indivi-
duals have been vaccinated. In some cases,
someone within the community — a sar-
panch or a highly respected individual — got
vaccinated and encouraged others to do so
as well. Doctors and health workers are also
often trusted sources of information about
health decisions. Actors and sportspersons
are also powerful spokespersons. 

A campaign that appeals to people
The COVID-19 immunisation campaign it is
not the �rst large-scale vaccination e�ort in
India. In 2014, India was declared polio free.
This achievement could not have been possi-
ble without the simple campaign, ‘Do boond
zindagi ki‘ or ‘Two drops of life’. The mes-
sage was hopeful and appealed to Indians. A
strong endorsement from celebrities and the
engagement of community leaders pro-
pelled the message. The ongoing campaign
to vaccinate India requires similar energy. 

An e�ective response to any health emer-
gency requires a multidisciplinary approach.
And so, creatives and public health experts
must work closely together to bolster vac-
cine con�dence. Bollywood is uniquely posi-
tioned to tap into the Indian psyche through
e�ective storytelling. This is important be-
cause not everyone connects in the same
way with facts and �gures. We recently
launched a campaign with creative support
provided by the leading marketing agency
Wieden+Kennedy, Delhi, centered around
the question everyone is already asking:
“Teeka lagwaya, na?” We hope to see more
campaigns in the future. Vaccines bring the
hope of returning to normalcy. Normalcy is
not just survival, but also about fearless liv-
ing, of bringing joy back into our lives and
caring for others. These are essential consid-
erations for e�ective, narrative-based com-
munication around vaccines.

Brian Wahl is an epidemiologist and assistant scientist
at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health and Neeraj Ghaywan is a National Film
Award-winning movie director. Madhu Gupta,
Professor at the Postgraduate Institute Medical
Education and Research, contributed to this piece

Strengthening vaccine trust 
Creative approaches rooted in evidence can help build
con�dence in vaccines 

Brian Wahl & Neeraj Ghaywan
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Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Sunday asked
the Central Government to
convene an emergency
meeting of all Environment
Ministers of States neigh-
bouring the Capital to dis-
cuss the issue of pollution
arising from stubble burning
and take urgent steps to se-
cure the life of citizens.

Mr. Rai said 21,623 stubble
burning incidents have been
recorded through NASA im-
agery in Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh between
November 1 and 6, which
mixed with pollution arising
due to bursting of �recrack-
ers has made the air quality
in Delhi lethal.

He said, “The Kejriwal Go-
vernment’s constant appeals
for a Joint Action Plan to get

rid of stubble burning and
air pollution have fallen on
deaf ears, with the Centre
and neighbouring States
showing no concern for hu-
man lives.” He said the State
Government has started
spraying the bio-decompos-
er solution to stop stubble
burning in Delhi and taken
steps to curb air pollution

generated in the city, but lit-
tle can be achieved in the
long run without the neigh-
bouring States taking steps
to stop stubble burning.

Delhi’s average score on
the Air Quality Index re-
mained in the ‘severe’ cate-
gory for the third consecu-
tive day, with a score of 428
on Sunday. Mr. Rai said, “For

the last three days, all the pe-
ople of Delhi have been
forced to breathe heavily
polluted and su�ocating air.
Along with the Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee
scientists, we researched the
changes in pollution levels in
Delhi since November 1. The
data from November 1 to No-
vember 6 states the obvious
— as and when stubble burn-
ing incidents increased, the
pollution levels degraded.”

‘Pleas going unheard’
In a letter to the Union Envi-
ronment Minister, Mr. Rai
said the Delhi Government
had spoken about introduc-
ing the bio-decomposer so-
lution as a means to stop
stubble burning but all ap-
peals had gone unheard due
to which the city was turning
into a gas chamber again.

‘Hold emergency meet on air quality’
Delhi seeks Centre’s help as AQI in Capital remains in ‘severe’ category for third day

Hazy view: Work on the Central Vista project in progress under
grey skies in New Delhi on Sunday. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Heavy overnight rain led to
�ooding in several areas of
Chennai on Sunday. Nun-
gambakkam recorded 21.5
cm of rainfall, the highest re-
corded in a 24-hour period
since 2015. 

Tamil Nadu has received
43% surplus rainfall and
Chennai registered 26% ex-
cess since October 1. 

Following rain in the
catchment areas leading to
heavy in�ows, the State Go-

vernment gradually began
releasing surplus water from
reservoirs around Chennai,
including Poondi and Chem-
barambakkam. From an in-
itial 500 cusecs, the dis-
charge from
Chembarambakkam was in-
creased to 2,000 cusecs in
the evening.

With more heavy rain fore-
cast for the city over the next
48 hours, Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin announced a two-day
holiday for schools in Chen-
nai, Tiruvallur, Chengalpet

and Kancheepuram districts.
He visited �ooded areas in
the city, and directed o�cials
to ensure food supply for re-

sidents displaced and a�ect-
ed by the �oods. 

Four teams of the National
Disaster Response Force

(NDRF) will be deployed in
Madurai and Chengalpet, the
Chief Minister said, adding
that the NDRF, �re and police
personnel are also engaged
in rescue and relief opera-
tions. He also advised those
planning to return to the city
after the Deepavali break to
defer the trip by another two
days.

Ten districts, including Ka-
rur, Tiruvallur, Namakkal,
Pudukottai, Sivaganga, Tiru-
chi and Virudhunagar, re-
ceived heavy rain, the Chief
Minister said. 

Rain batters Chennai, several areas �ooded
More heavy rain forecast for 48 hours; 
water released from brimming dams 

Rescue mission: Fire and rescue personnel leading people to
safety on a boat in Chennai on Sunday. * RAGHUNATHAN S.R.

Sunitha Sekar
Chennai

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8

SEE ALSO � PAGE 5
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A �sherman from Maharash-
tra was killed in �ring by the
Pakistan Maritime Security
Agency (PMSA) on an Indian
�shing boat o� the Gujarat
coast on Saturday evening. 

Six other �shermen on
the boat have been reported-
ly abducted. 

The vessel was from Okha
in Gujarat. “A boat sailing
from Gujarat State in India il-
legally transgressed into Pa-
kistan’s territorial waters.
Subsequently Pakistan Mari-
time Security Agency’s ships
attempted to interdict the in-
truding boat, which even af-
ter repeated warnings did
not respond or change
course,” the PMSA said. 

Sunil Joshi, Devbhumi
Dwarka Superintendent of
Police, said, “A �sherman
from Thane in Maharashtra,
who was on a �shing boat,

Jalpari, was killed after the
PMSA personnel opened �re
on Saturday evening.”

Fisherman killed in
Pak. �ring o� Gujarat
Six other crew of vessel from Okha reportedly abducted
Special Correspondent 
AHMEDABAD

CONTINUED ON� PAGE 8
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


