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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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China’s Communist Party
on Thursday adopted only
the third “historical resolu-
tion” in its 100-year history,
concluding a four-day ple-
num by enshrining Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s place
among the party’s tallest
leaders and boosting his
status ahead of a congress
next year that will mark the
start of his third term.

A communique adopted
after the annual meeting of
the Central Committee,
called a plenum, said the
party had adopted a “Reso-
lution on the Major
Achievements and Histori-
cal Experience of the Party
over the Past Century”,
which devoted considera-
ble space to praising Mr.
Xi’s leadership.

It also called for the par-

ty to “resolutely uphold his
core position”. 

Announcing the holding
of the 20th Party Congress
next year, it made several
mentions of the need for
party members to “reso-
lutely uphold” Mr. Xi's
“core position in the party”
and to “ensure that all party
members act in unison”.

CPC resolution cements
Xi Jinping’s key position
Plenum places him among tallest leaders
Ananth Krishnan
HONG KONG

Xi Jinping 

Observers said this will en-
sure Mr. Xi’s dominance —
and further squeeze the al-
ready narrowed space for
dissent within and outside
the party — ahead of next
year's congress, when he is
expected to begin a third
�ve-year term, having abol-
ished term limits.

This was the third resolu-
tion on history passed by
the party, and the previous
two marked signi�cant
changes in its political direc-
tion. In 1945, Mao Zedong
passed a resolution that her-
alded a turn away from Sta-
lin’s in�uence.

That established what the
party calls “Mao Zedong
Thought” as its leading pol-
itical ideology. In 1981, Deng
Xiaoping passed a resolu-
tion that marked another
turn — away from the ex-
cesses of Maoism and a one-
man personality cult to the
reform era that launched
China’s growth and pro-
pelled it towards becoming
the world’s second-largest
economy.

Unlike Deng’s resolution
which acknowledged past
mistakes under Mao such as
the Great Leap Forward and
Cultural Revolution that led
to millions of deaths, Thurs-
day’s communique painted
an entirely rosy picture of
the party’s 100-year history,
saying that under its leader-
ship “the Chinese people
had stood up and the time in
which the Chinese nation
could be bullied and abused
by others was gone”.

The communique called
on all party members to
“adopt a rational outlook on
the party’s history” and said
that “looking back on the
party’s endeavours over the
past century, we can see
why we were successful in
the past and how we can
continue to succeed in the
future.”

It hailed the legacies of

Mao and Deng and their ide-
ological contributions, with
the two former leaders re-
ceiving seven and �ve men-
tions respectively in the
more than 5,000-word-long
English version of the com-
munique. Mr. Xi’s two pre-
decessors Jiang Zemin and
Hu Jintao received cursory
single mentions. Mr. Xi’s
name was mentioned 17
times. It referred to “Xi Jinp-
ing Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteris-
tics for a New Era”, his ide-
ology, as “embodying the
best of the Chinese culture
and ethos in our times and
representing a new break-
through in adapting Mar-
xism to the Chinese
context.”

The signi�cance of the
communique goes beyond
the past and is not merely
about burnishing the lega-
cies of party leaders. It esta-
blishes Mr. Xi as among the
party’s tallest leaders since
Mao and Deng. Moreover, its
references to history, and
airbrushing of past mis-
takes, will likely herald a
change in how history is
taught in Chinese schools
and colleges, for instance by
emphasising only the par-
ty’s successes and by high-
lighting Mr. Xi’s
contributions.

The many references to
his “core” status and the
need for “uni�ed central-
ised leadership” will also
mean a continuation of the
centralisation of power seen
during Mr. Xi’s two terms at
the helm.

The communique hailed
his leadership in responding
to the pandemic, in tackling
corruption, ensuring “more
balanced” economic
growth, and in restructur-
ing the military, saying that
the military had "taken con-
crete actions to safeguard
national sovereignty and se-
curity”.

CPC resolution cements
Xi Jinping’s position

By holding the Third Regional Security Dialogue
on Afghanistan, chaired by NSA Ajit Doval this
week, New Delhi has sent out three strong mes-

sages: one, that it wishes to remain an important and
engaged player in the future of Afghanistan; second,
that with the exit of U.S.-NATO troops, the ideal solu-
tion to the situation is through consensus in Afghanis-
tan’s extended neighbourhood including Russia; and
third, that the Afghan humanitarian crisis should be the
region’s immediate priority and political di�erences
can be set aside to help. It is the last message that
spurred New Delhi to invite the NSAs from China and
Pakistan, despite the LAC stando� and deep di�erences
with the Imran Khan government over Kashmir and
cross-border terrorism. By declining the invitation,
Beijing and Islamabad have made it clear that they do
not intend to assist India in its Afghan engagement,
further demonstrated by the Khan government’s chur-
lishness in refusing India road access to send wheat and
medicines to Kabul. To that end, the Delhi Declaration
issued by the eight participating nations, including Iran
and Russia, is a milestone in keeping India inside the
discussion on Afghanistan. The declaration goes farther
than the previous such regional discussion of SCO
countries in Dushanbe in September, in its strong lan-
guage on terrorism, terror �nancing and radicalisation.
It also expands on the need for an inclusive government
in Kabul that will replace the Interim Taliban regime,
and promotes a national reconciliation process. 

While the consensus over the Delhi Declaration is a
creditable feat, it does not paper over all the di�erences
between India and the other countries over their far
stronger engagement with Kabul. For instance, Turk-
menistan sent a Ministerial delegation to discuss con-
nectivity with the Taliban, while Uzbekistan accorded
the visiting Taliban Deputy PM full protocol and dis-
cussed trade, transit and the construction of a railway
line. Russia and Iran still maintain their embassies in
Kabul, and a “Troika-plus” U.S.-China-Russia-Pakistan
engagement is taking place with the Taliban Foreign Mi-
nister, in Islamabad this week. With the “normalisa-
tion” of ties with the Taliban regime growing, New Del-
hi must now consider how far it wishes to go in its
engagement with Afghanistan. On the one hand, India
has publicly held talks with Taliban o�cials twice and
expressed solidarity with Afghans, but on the other has
refused practically all visa seekers, made no monetary
contribution to the humanitarian crisis there, and has
made no bid to continue with plans for trade and con-
nectivity with Afghanistan. India’s desire to lead the dis-
cussion on Afghanistan’s destiny, as demonstrated by
the NSA dialogue, is a worthy goal for a regional leader,
but can only be ful�lled once the Government de�nes
more clearly what it wants its Afghan role to be, despite
all its di�erences with the regime now in power.

Unde�ned role
India must be clear on how it wants to shape

Afghanistan’s destiny under the Taliban
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Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s surprise declaration on
November 2, 2021 at the

COP26 Climate Summit in Glas-
gow, Scotland, of striking enhan-
cements in India’s emissions re-
duction targets did not, for several
reasons, get the rave reviews the
Government may have expected.
Except for a few specialists, inter-
national commentators expressed
disappointment that India was
promising net zero emissions only
by 2070 instead of 2050. In India,
several analysts praised the new
targets as indicating a new climate-
oriented development policy. 

Persisting trend
The Government’s raised ambition
represents a welcome continuity
of the cross-partisan consensus
prevailing since the 2015 Paris
Agreement. The new policy para-
digm, initiated at the Copenhagen
Summit in 2009, had departed
from the earlier long-held stance
that India, as a developing coun-
try, was not obliged to cut emis-
sions, and asserted that although
India was not a part of the pro-
blem, it was now willing and able
to contribute to reduction e�orts
in global emissions. India’s pledge
at Glasgow, not yet formally sub-
mitted as an updated Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDC)
as required, adheres to the Paris
Agreement decision to increase
emission cuts to tackle the rapidly
escalating climate crisis. 

India’s newly unveiled commit-
ments deserve close examination,
since they came amidst sharply
contradictory signals from the Go-
vernment over several months.
Many interactions took place with
high-ranking emissaries visiting

India and at the G20 meeting be-
fore COP26, with India giving no
indication of revising its current
NDC. Right up to the Prime Minis-
ter’s speech, senior Indian o�cials
were loudly proclaiming the unac-
ceptability of net-zero and the un-
likelihood of higher targets by In-
dia. People in India are familiar
with the penchant for dramatic an-
nouncements by this Govern-
ment, but the value of such secre-
cy in the climate negotiations is
questionable. India insu�ciently
communicated the signi�cance of
its enhanced commitments, espe-
cially in contrast to the weak
pledges of developed countries,
and little e�ort was made to lever-
age India’s updated pledge to ex-
tract deeper emission cuts from
them. 

At the time of writing, India has
further muddied the waters and
taken some sheen o� its Glasgow
announcement, with senior o�-
cials stating that the new pledges
are contingent upon substantial �-
nancial assistance from developed
countries, with �gures such as $1
trillion being mentioned in press
interviews. Rami�cations of such
post-facto conditions would un-
fold gradually, and further specu-
lation here is pointless. 

The substance
India’s new targets, details per-
haps varying in an updated NDC,
comprise �ve elements: reducing
Emissions Intensity (EI), or emis-
sions per unit of GDP, by 45% in
2030 relative to 2005 levels; cut-
ting absolute emissions by one bil-
lion tonnes, presumably from pro-
jected business-as-usual (BAU)
2030 levels; 500 GW (1 Giga watt =
1,000 Megawatts) of non-fossil fuel
installed power generation capaci-
ty by 2030; 50% electricity genera-
tion from renewable sources by
2030; and net-zero emissions by
2070. 

India’s existing NDC and subse-
quent submissions to the United
Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) con-

�rm a steady decline in EI of over
2% p.a. from 2005 onwards. Both
the 33%-35% decline promised at
Paris, and the updated 45% reduc-
tion by 2030, are quite achievable
and par for an emerging economy. 

Emissions reduction by one bil-
lion tonnes by 2030, the �rst time
India has put an absolute number
to this, can be read in di�erent
ways. India’s current annual emis-
sions are around 2.8 billion tonnes
and projected to reach about 4.5
billion tonnes in 2030 on a BAU
basis, so the pledged reduction
would be a substantial 20%, com-
paring favourably with several de-
veloped country targets. However,
the Prime Minister’s speech in
Glasgow mentioned the Railways’
net-zero 2030 target cutting 60
million tonnes annually, and LED
bulbs cutting another 40 million
tonnes a year, yielding one billion
tonnes over 10 years from just
these two measures, making the
pledged reduction seem easy,
which it probably is not. 

On installed power generation
capacity, India’s extant NDC had
incorporated the Government’s
declared goal of 175 GW from re-
newable energy (RE) sources by
2022, even though the NDC
stretched to 2030, raising an ano-
maly. Even so, India has reached
only around 101 GW of solar and
wind due to numerous con-
straints. If one adds large hydro
and nuclear, both now considered
renewable, current RE installed
capacity is about 150 GW or just
under 40% of total, almost achiev-
ing the NDC target for 2030 show-
ing under-projection. The Central

Electricity Authority (CEA) in its
2020 Report on Energy Mix for
2029-30 has projected around 525
GW or 64.3% non-fossil fuel in-
stalled capacity including 280 GW
Solar and 140 GW wind. Only 267
GW is projected to come from coal
and lignite, compared to 203 GW
in 2019, so almost all of India’s fu-
ture growth of capacity is to come
from RE. Without actually saying
so, India at Glasgow therefore
seems to have pledged virtually no
additional coal-based power! Even
accounting for some confusion
about whether the Prime Minister
meant installed capacity or elec-
tricity produced, India’s Glasgow
pledge of 50% electricity from RE
by 2030 is just a tad more than the
CEA projection of 44.7%. These
commitments may prove di�cult
as currently witnessed, combined
with the need for storage and grid
stability.

Address the deep inequities
The Glasgow pledges come from a
few sectors mostly related to elec-
tricity generation. However, a tru-
ly transformational low-carbon fu-
ture must embrace many more
aspects, as indeed emphasised at
Glasgow by the Prime Minister as
“Lifestyle for Environment
(LIFE)”. It is also time that India,
hitherto vociferous about equity
between nations, now seriously
addresses the deep inequity in ac-
cess to energy and other essentials
within India. Climate change is
multi-dimensional, not con�ned
to mitigation alone and, as all stu-
dies tell us, should be tackled
cross-sectorally. 

Accelerated deployment of
electric or fuel-cell vehicles must
go alongside a rapid reduction in
personal vehicle use and a major
push for mass transportation. Car-
bon lock-ins and energy use need
to be minimised through manda-
tory “green” construction codes
for the huge housing and other
buildings stock, highways and in-
frastructure yet to be built. A leap
in employment-intensive recycling

of waste goods and materials, in-
cluding in solid and liquid waste
management linked to methane
recovery, would deliver substan-
tial co-bene�ts across sectors. 

Where New Delhi slipped
Two big disappointments with In-
dia’s stance at Glasgow deserve
mention. First, India refused to
join over 110 countries in a decla-
ration to end deforestation by
2030. India’s pledges also do not
mention the NDC target for forests
and tree cover, in which India is
known to be slipping, with delete-
rious impacts on both the environ-
ment and livelihoods of tribals and
other forest dwellers. Read togeth-
er, these may con�rm the worst
fears of many regarding e�orts to
dilute environmental regulations
in favour of corporate interests.
Second, India also did not join the
Global Methane Pledge by over
100 nations to reduce emissions of
the short-lived but potent green-
house gas by 30% by 2030 from
2020 levels, when methane is
among the fastest growing emis-
sions in India. 

On the other hand, Glasgow saw
India launch another international
climate initiative called Infrastruc-
ture for Resilient Island States
(IRIS), aimed at providing techni-
cal, knowledge and �nancial assis-
tance to small island nations with
the help of developed countries.
One wishes such an initiative was
undertaken in India too, where
coastal erosion, sea-level rise, and
urban �ooding due to extreme
rainfall exacerbated by haphazard
urbanisation are acquiring threa-
tening dimensions. 

It would be ideal too if the on-
going updating of the NDC was
done through a cross-partisan
multi-stakeholder consultative
process that would make it truly
“nationally determined” and im-
plemented. 

D. Raghunandan is with the Delhi Science
Forum, a constituent of the All India
Peoples Science Network

The lowdown on India’s Glasgow announcement
The newly unveiled commitments at COP26 deserve examination as they came amidst very contradictory o�cial signals

D. Raghunandan
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India has demanded a tril-
lion dollars over the next de-
cade from developed coun-
tries to adapt to, and
mitigate, the challenges aris-
ing from global warming,
and has kept this as a condi-
tion for delivering on climate
commitments made by
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, a senior o�cial who is
part of ongoing climate
agreement negotiations in
Glasgow told The Hindu.

India’s �ve-fold plan (see
box) aims at reducing the
carbon intensity of its econo-
my and eventually achieving
net zero by 2070. 

Net zero is when a coun-
try’s carbon emissions are
o�set by taking out equiva-
lent carbon from the at-
mosphere, so that emissions
in balance are zero. Howev-
er, achieving net zero by a
speci�c date means specify-
ing a year, also called a peak-
ing year, following which
emissions will begin to fall.

“Our NDCs (Nationally De-
termined Contribution) are
conditional, that is, subject-
ed to the availability of this

amount [$1 trillion] in cli-
mate �nance. NDCs can be
submitted with conditions.
The decision on when to sub-
mit revised NDCs has not yet
been taken,” Rameshwar
Prasad Gupta, Secretary, Mi-
nistry of Environment and
Forests and Climate Change,
told The Hindu. He is among
India’s key negotiators and is
currently in Glasgow.

NDCs are voluntary tar-
gets that countries set for
themselves, which describe
the quantum and kind of
emission cuts they will un-
dertake over a �xed period
to contribute to preventing

runaway global warming.
India’s last NDC was sub-

mitted following the 2015 Pa-
ris deal. Before COP26 began
on November 1, nations were
expected to provide updated
NDCs. India, however, did
not furnish one. He added
that developing countries, as
a group, had demanded $1
trillion annually. Mr. Gupta
did not, however, clarify the
members of this group, or if
India had formally commun-
icated these demands, or if
they had emerged as part of
the negotiations.

India seeks $1 tn in ‘climate
�nance’ to meet its targets
NDCs are subject to availability of this fund, says negotiator
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8

The world’s top carbon pol-
luters, China and the United
States, agreed on Wednes-
day to increase their cooper-
ation and speed up action to
rein in climate-damaging
emissions, signalling a mu-
tual e�ort on global warming
at a time of tension over their
other disputes.

In back-to-back news con-
ferences at UN climate talks
in Glasgow, Chinese climate
envoy Xie Zhenhua and U.S.
counterpart John Kerry said

the two countries would
work together to accelerate
the emissions reductions re-
quired to meet the goals of
the 2015 Paris Agreement on
climate change.

“It’s bene�cial not only to
our two countries but the
world as a whole that two
major powers in the world,
China and the U.S., shoulder
special international respon-
sibilities and obligations,”
Mr. Xie told reporters. “We
need to think big and be
responsible.”

“The steps we’re taking ...

can answer questions people
have about the pace at which
China is going, and help Chi-
na and us to be able to accel-
erate our e�orts,” Mr. Kerry
said.

China also agreed for the
�rst time to crack down on
methane leaks, following the
lead of the Biden administra-
tion’s e�orts to curb the po-
tent greenhouse gas. Beijing
and Washington agreed to
share technology to reduce
emissions. Governments
agreed in Paris to jointly cut
greenhouse gas emissions

enough to keep the global
temperature rise “well be-
low” 2 degrees Celsius since
pre-industrial times, with a
more stringent target of try-
ing to keep warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius preferred.

Both sides recognise that
there is a gap between ef-
forts taken globally to reduce
climate pollution and the
goals of the Paris deal, Mr.
Xie said. “So we will jointly
strengthen climate action
and cooperation with res-
pect to our respective na-
tional situations,” he said.

China, U.S. to increase climate cooperation
The two countries pledge to work together to accelerate the emissions reductions 
Associated Press
Glasgow
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
warned on Thursday against
letting tensions in the Asia-
Paci�c region cause a relapse
into a Cold War mentality.

His remarks on the side-
lines of the annual summit of
the Asia-Paci�c Economic
Cooperation (APEC) forum
came weeks after the U.S.,
Britain and Australia an-
nounced a new security al-
liance in the region which
would see Australia build nu-
clear submarines. China has
harshly criticised the deal. 

And in a separate illustra-
tion of strains within APEC,
one Southeast Asian dele-
gate said the group had so far
failed to reach agreement on
a U.S. bid to host the 2023
summit due to unmet de-
mands from Russia.

Online meeting 
Mr. Xi spoke in a pre-record-
ed video to a CEO Summit at
APEC, which is being hosted
by New Zealand in a virtual
format. Mr. Xi is scheduled
to participate in an online
meeting with other Paci�c

Rim leaders, including U.S.
President Joe Biden on
Saturday.

In his speech, Mr. Xi said
attempts to draw boundaries
in the region along ideologi-
cal or geopolitical lines
would fail. His reference to
the Cold War echoes Beij-
ing’s oft-stated position that
the U.S. should abandon that
way of thinking in dealing
with China.

“The Asia-Paci�c region
cannot and should not re-

lapse into the confrontation
and division of the Cold War
era,” Mr. Xi said.

He added the region
should make sure to keep
supply lines functioning and
to continue liberalising trade
and investment. “China will
remain �rm in advancing re-
form and opening up so as to
add impetus to economic de-
velopment.” The most press-
ing task in the region is to
make an all-out e�ort to �ght
the pandemic and to emerge

from its shadow as soon as
possible, he said. Mean-
while, the Southeast Asian
delegate, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren’t author-
ised to publicly discuss the
issue, said Russia had re-
fused to support the U.S. bid
unless some of its diplomats
were removed from a U.S.
blacklist or allowed to enter
the U.S. to participate in the
APEC meetings. 

Russia’s demands 
The delegate said the U.S. is
unlikely to agree to Russia’s
demands because issues in-
volving America’s security
are considered “non-nego-
tiable”. The delegate added
that China had stayed silent
on the U.S. o�er.

If the 21 APEC leaders fail
to reach a consensus on the
U.S. bid by Friday, the dele-
gate said, a paragraph in a
draft of the summit commu-
nique welcoming the U.S. o�-
er would have to be deleted.

New Zealand’s Foreign Mi-
nister Nanaia Mahuta said
earlier this week that APEC
was founded on consensus

and that there was not yet a
con�rmed host for 2023. 

Human rights lawyer
Amal Clooney also spoke at
the CEO summit, saying she
believed that liberal democ-
racies could improve global
human rights by pressuring
autocratic nations. She said
businesses also needed to
play a role.

“If you can’t battle evil,
you can at least try to tackle
apathy,” Ms. Clooney said. 

In all, APEC members ac-
count for nearly 3 billion pe-
ople and about 60% of the
world’s GDP. But deep ten-
sions run through the unlike-
ly group of 21 nations and
territories that include the
U.S., China, Taiwan, Russia,
and Australia.

Many of the countries in
Asia endeavour to balance
Chinese and U.S. in�uences
on the economic and geopol-
itical fronts. 

China claims vast parts of
the South China Sea and oth-
er areas and has moved to es-
tablish a military presence,
building islands in some dis-
puted areas as it asserts its
historic claims.

Xi warns against Cold War in Asia-Paci�c
‘The region cannot and should not relapse into the confrontation and division of the Cold War era’
Associated Press
WELLINGTON

Note of caution: Chinese President Xi Jinping delivering a
speech for the APEC CEO Summit via video on Thursday. * AP
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which are some of the observations made by the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India,
in a report make it clear: expenditure incurred by
the executing agencies being less than amount
booked. Utilisation of funds between 49 to 90% of
the booked amount; Though the scheme
envisages that works under the scheme should be
limited to asset creation, 549 of the 707 works
were for improvement of existing assets; Use of
lesser quantities of material than speci�ed by
contractors resulting in excess payments and
sub-standard works; “no accountability for the

expenditure in terms of the quality and quantities
executed against speci�cations”; Delays in issuing
work orders ranging from 5 to 387 days in 57% of
the works against the requirement of issuing the
work order within 45 days ; Extensions of time
granted to contractors without following the
correct procedure; Register of assets created, as
required under the scheme, not maintained,
therefore location and existence of assets could
not be veri�ed; “The implementation of the
scheme was marked by various shortcomings and
lapses... These were indicative of the failure of
internal control mechanisms in the department in
terms of non-maintenance of records”.

Gaps in utilisation
Third, there are wide variations in the utilisation
of the MPLAD amount in various constituencies. A
report published in IndiaSpend has insights based
on data made available to it by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation. Some
of these are: “A year after they took o�ce, 298 of
542 members of the 16th Lok Sabha have not
spent a rupee from the ₹5 crore that is set aside
annually for them to develop their

MPLADS, its suspension,
and why it must go
On Wednesday, the Union Cabinet brought back
the MPLADS scheme that was suspended in April
2020, with MPs getting ₹2 crore annually instead
of the previously approved ₹5 crore. In this article
in May 2020, Jagdeep Chhokar, a co-founder of
the Association for Democratic Reforms, argued
why the scheme militates against the separation of
powers, has been underutilised and in some
cases, even misused, leading to the conclusion
that it must be scrapped. Edited excerpts:

All Opposition parties have been unanimous in
their criticism of the Government’s recent move
to suspend the Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS) for two years,
approved by the Cabinet. The Government’s
reason is to use these funds “to strengthen the
Government’s e�orts in managing the challenges
and adverse impact of COVID-19 in the country”.

Such political unanimity is not very common,
but does happen whenever self-interest is
involved. Under the scheme, each Member of
Parliament “has the choice to suggest to the
District Collector for works to the tune of ₹5 crore
per annum to be taken up in his/her
constituency”.

It must be said upfront that notwithstanding
the fact that unilateral decision-making is
inappropriate in a democracy, the decision to
suspend MPLADS for two years is a good �rst step.
In fact, the MPLADs scheme should be completely
abolished, and for the following reasons.

First, the scheme violates one of the cardinal
principles, which permeates the entire
Constitution: separation of powers. Simply put,
this scheme gives an executive function to
legislators. The argument that MPs only
recommend projects, but the �nal choice and
implementation rests with the district authorities
is strange; there are hardly any authorities in the
district who have the courage to defy the wishes
of an MP.

Second, implementation of the scheme has
always left much to be desired. The details below,

constituencies”; 508 MPs (93.55%) did not, or
could not, utilise the entire MPLADS amount from
May 4, 2014 till December 10, 2018, in 4 years and
7 months. Only 35 MPs of the Lok Sabha utilised
the entire amount of MPLADS during this period;
Since the MPLADS began in 1993, ₹5,000 crore
was lying unspent with various district authorities
by May 15, 2015.

It is clear from the details above that most MPs
use money under MPLADS quite haphazardly, and
a signi�cant portion of it is left unspent.

Fourth, added to the data above is fairly
widespread talk of money under MPLADS being
used to appease or oblige two sets of people:
opinion-makers or opinion-in�uencers. , and
favourite contractors. An often-heard tale is that
of the contractor being a relative, close friend, or
a con�dant of the MP, and the contractor and the
MP being �nancially linked with each other.

Finally, we come back to the legality or
constitutionality issue which was mentioned
earlier. The constitutional validity of MPLADS was
challenged in the Supreme Court of India in 1999,
followed by petitions in 2000, 2003, 2004, and
2005. 

The combined judgment for all these petitions
was delivered on May 6, 2010, with the scheme
being held to be constitutional.

Cases of misuse
Reports of underutilisation and misutilisation of
MPLADS funds continue to surface at regular
intervals, but there seems to have been no serious
attempt to do anything about it till now. There are
innumerable instances of misuse of these funds;
one prominent example is the construction of a
fountain in the open space of an unauthorised
settlement, or a jhuggi jhopdi colony, which did
not have provision of drinking water. The general
belief in the settlement was that the contractor
who bagged the contract to build the fountain was
related to the local MP. 

Therefore, it would be in order to convert the
two-year suspension into the complete abolition
of this undesirable and unconstitutional scheme.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme is undesirable and unconstitutional
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The constitutional validity of MPLADS was
challenged in the Supreme Court of India
in 1999, followed by petitions in 2000,
2003, 2004, and 2005.

THE GIST
B The Government
suspended the MPLADS to
use the funds “to
strengthen the
Government’s e�orts in
managing the challenges
and adverse impact of
COVID-19 in the country”.

B The scheme violates one
of the cardinal principles,
which permeates the
entire Constitution:
separation of powers. 

B Reports of
underutilisation and
misutilisation of MPLADS
funds continue to surface
at regular intervals but
there seems to have been
no serious attempt to do
anything about it till now. 

Jagdeep S. Chhokar

Work in progress: A bus shelter under construction under the MP Local Area Development scheme at Sriperumbudur in Kancheepuram district, Tamil Nadu, back in 2011. * JOTHI RAMALINGAM B. 
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Terming Centre’s decision
on extending jurisdiction of
Border Security Force (BSF)
in Punjab as an expression of
distrust and insult towards
the State police, the Punjab
Assembly on Thursday
passed a resolution against
the Centre’s noti�cation and
demanded its withdrawal.

The House also witnessed
noisy scenes and multiple
adjournments with mem-
bers of the ruling Congress
party and the Opposition
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
embroiling in heated ex-
changes over the issues and
the farm laws.

The House passed the re-
solution in absence of the
two BJP MLAs, who left the
Assembly before it was
brought in.

The resolution, which was
moved by Punjab Deputy
Chief Minister Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa, said the
decision of extending the ju-
risdiction of BSF from 15 ki-
lometres to 50 kilometres by
the Union government is an
expression of distrust to-
wards the State police and
the People of Punjab. 

Speaking in the House,
Punjab Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi accused
the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) of seeing everything
through the narrow prism of
politics, especially the issues
of utmost importance to
Punjab such as devolution of
more powers to the States.

“Akali Dal were the gate-
way through which the RSS,
which has always been inim-
ical to the interests of Pun-
jab, managed to make in-
roads into the State. When
the RSS and its political wing

the BJP undermined the fed-
eral structure of the country
by revoking the Article 370
not only did the Akalis took
sides with the BJP, but SAD
President Sukhbir Singh Ba-
dal spoke in favour of the
move and even went to the
extent of not voting against
the undemocratic move,”
said Mr. Channi.

CM accuses Majithia
The situation in the House
turned tense when Chief Mi-
nister accused Akali Dal
leader and former Minister
Bikram Singh Majithia of
supporting the illegal drug
trade. Agitated over the re-
mark, members of Akali Dal
thronged towards the treasu-
ry benches. Congress mem-
bers including Navjot Singh
Sidhu and Mr. Majithia were
seen in animated throw of
words at each other. The
Speaker then adjourned the
House.

The Aam Aadmi Party
members staged a walkout
over the BSF issue, accusing
the Chief Minister of selling
Punjab’s interests by striking
a deal with the Centre go-
vernment. Leader of Opposi-
tion Harpal Singh Cheema
said that Mr. Channi should
tell his compulsion of his
kneeling before the Centre
government.

Punjab House passes
resolution against BSF’s
extended jurisdiction 
Cong., Akalis trade charges; AAP walks out
special correspondent
Chandigarh

CM Charanjit Singh Channi
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Thursday called upon Go-
vernors to play the role of a
“friend, philosopher and
guide” in their States. He was
speaking at the 51st confe-
rence of Governors, Lieute-
nant-Governors and Admi-
nistrators at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan.

Mr. Kovind said Governors

played an important role in
creating awareness of na-
tional goals and ensuring
participation of the public.

According to a Rashtrapati
Bhavan statement, he re-
ferred to India’s goals for cli-
mate action, including net

zero emissions by 2070, as
national goals that the Gover-
nors could motivate people
to reach for.

The one-day conference,
being held in-person after
two years due to COVID-19,
was also attended by Vice-
President M. Venkaiah Naidu
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and included pre-
sentations by States on their
best practices.

‘Critical link’
Mr. Modi said the institution
of the Governor was a “criti-
cal connect between the

Centre and the State”. The
Governor’s o�ce should be
“lively and active” and they
should travel to remote vil-
lages, particularly in border
States, to spend time with re-
sidents, he said.

Vice-President M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu urged Gover-
nors to proactively “monitor
and guide” State Govern-
ments in the implementa-
tion of Central programmes.
Governance and public life
should be marked by strict
adherence to the philosophy
and provisions of the Consti-
tution, he added.

Governors should play role of friend, guide: President
‘They play key role
in achieving
national goals’

Ram Nath Kovind, right, and Venkaiah Naidu at the
Conference of Governors and Lt. Governors in Delhi. * PTI

Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

The story so far: A scheme to provide free
foodgrains to ration card holders as part of
COVID-19 relief comes to an end this month.
While the Food Ministry says the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY)
is no longer needed as the economy is
reviving, Right to Food activists insist that
vulnerable communities still need the
support, arguing that the Union Government
has su�cient grain stocks to extend the
scheme.

What is PMGKAY? 
The PMGKAY was part of the Centre’s initial
COVID-19 relief package, back in March 2020
when the �rst lockdown was announced. It
provides for 5 kg of rice or wheat every
month to be distributed free of cost to each
of the 80-crore bene�ciaries of the National
Food Security Act (NFSA). This is over and
above the 5 kg already provided to ration
card holders at a subsidised rate, thus
ensuring a doubling of foodgrain availability
at a time when the pandemic-induced
lockdown was destroying livelihoods.

The scheme was initially meant to run
from April to June 2020, but was then
extended for �ve months from July to
November. In these �rst two phases, 320
lakh tonnes of grains was allotted and about
95% of it was distributed to bene�ciaries.
Initially, one kg of pulses was also provided
under the scheme, which was later
discontinued. After the onset of the second
wave of the pandemic, the PMGKAY was
rolled out for two months again — May and
June 2021 — and was then further extended
for �ve months, from July to November.
Another 278 lakh tonnes of grains was
allotted for these two phases, and
distribution is still ongoing.

Were all economically backward
people covered under the scheme?
The scheme only provided grains for those
families who held ration cards. During the
�rst lockdown, the plight of migrant workers
who held cards registered in their home
villages, but were stranded without food or

employment in the cities where they
worked, came to the limelight. A number of
other families did not possess ration cards at
all. In May and June 2020, the Centre
allocated 8 lakh tonnes of foodgrains to be
distributed by the States under the Atma
Nirbhar Bharat scheme for stranded
migrants and others without ration cards,
though only 40% had been distributed even
by August. The scheme was not revived
during the second lockdown.

The 80-crore cap on NFSA bene�ciaries
and State ration card quotas are based on
the 2011 Census data. Given the projected
increase in population since then,
economists have estimated that 10 crore
eligible people are being excluded from the
NFSA’s safety net. In its June 2021 judgment
in a suo motu case on the plight of migrant
workers, the Supreme Court directed that
Centre and the States should continue
providing foodgrains to migrants even if they
do not have ration cards.

What are the arguments for and against

extension of PMGKAY?
Last week, Food Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey told presspersons that there were no
plans to extend the scheme beyond
November 30. “As the economy is also
reviving and the OMSS [open market sale
scheme] is also exceptionally good, there is
no proposal from the department for
extension,” he said. He had previously noted
that the States were free to buy rice and
wheat under the OMSS, and distribute it to
migrants and other vulnerable communities. 

The Right to Food Campaign wrote to
Food Minister Piyush Goyal pointing to the
SC judgment, record levels of
unemployment and widespread hunger
among vulnerable communities, and argued
that the Government should not only extend
PMGKAY for another six months, but also
universalise the Public Distribution System
(PDS) itself, so that anyone in need would
receive food support regardless of whether
they possessed a ration card or not. They
also suggested that pulses and cooking oils
be added to the monthly entitlements, given

the recent rise in prices of these
commodities.

What is the country’s food stock
situation?
In the last few years, foodgrains have been
produced at record levels. Government
procurement from farmers at minimum
support prices has also been on the rise,
especially in the aftermath of the farmers’
protests against three agricultural reform
laws, as the Centre has been keen on proving
that the laws would not a�ect procurement.
In 2020-21, almost 890 lakh tonnes of paddy
was procured in comparison to 764 lakh
tonnes the previous year. Wheat
procurement for 2021-22 was more than 433
lakh tonnes, also overtaking the previous
record. This means that food stocks with the
Food Corporation of India (FCI) are at a
record high. 

The Right to Food Campaign claimed that
the amount of grains in FCI godowns would
be su�cient to universalise PDS and extend
PMGKAY for another six months as well.

EXPLAINER

Why has the Centre decided to stop PMGKAY? Why do food rights activists advocate its continuation?

Mitigating hunger during a pandemic
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In its June 2021 judgment, the
Supreme Court directed that the
Centre and States should continue
providing foodgrains to migrants
even if they do not have ration cards.

THE GIST
B The Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana was
started as part of the
Centre’s initial COVID-19
relief package, in March
2020, when the �rst
lockdown was announced.

B The scheme only provided
grains for those families
who held ration cards.

B The Right to Food
Campaign wrote to Food
Minister Piyush Goyal,
pointing to the SC
judgment, record levels of
unemployment and
widespread hunger among
vulnerable communities, and
argued that the government
should extend PMGKAY for
another six months.

Priscilla Jebaraj

A protest demanding free
grains under the PMGKAY
scheme in Kalaburagi,
Karnataka, earlier this
month. * THE HINDU
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On November 8, 2016, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi announced that
from midnight, ₹500 and ₹1,000
notes would no longer be consi-
dered legal tender in India. The go-
vernment’s stated aim was to curb
corruption and the pervasion of
black money in the economy, as well
as the proliferation of fake currency
which was also being used in terror
funding. Pronab Sen discusses with
Vikas Dhoot the after-e�ects of the
demonetisation gamble and wheth-
er the intended outcomes have been
achieved. Edited excerpts:

What has been the assessment
of the extent of black money in
the Indian economy? 

PS: Black money and the black eco-
nomy are not the same. Black mo-
ney is transitory and there’s not a
whole lot of it. The black economy,
particularly black assets, is large.
Various studies to quantify it have
yielded a wide range of estimates
(20%-60% of GDP). Black money, or
cash which has not been shown, is a
very small component of this larger
black economy because nobody
who has made black income hangs
on to that cash for long. They invest
it in some asset. So, most of the
black economy is in the form of as-
sets. And when you look at any as-
set, there is always some person or
entity holding it. Whether that
name is benami or not is impossible
for a researcher to �nd out and the
statistical system to capture. 

What was your �rst reaction
when you heard the decision to
scrap what constituted about
86% of the currency in
circulation at the time? 

PS: Horror. The reason is that every
economy in the world depends on
transactions. I produce something, I
sell it to you, and the transaction
creates value. In a country where
cash is the most common means of
transaction, this was horrifying be-
cause what it said was that until we
bring that cash back into circula-
tion, transactions are going to be se-
verely hit. This is bad news to begin
with and becomes worse when you
think about who was transacting in
cash. Large corporates have a very

small proportion of their transac-
tions in cash. It is the unorganised
sector and the Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (MSMEs) sector
which have a large proportion. It
was clear that these sectors would
be the ones severely hit. And these
sectors included 90%-93% of our
population then. So, we were talk-
ing about a very broad-brush dam-
age to the Indian economy. 

Despite several rule changes,
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
eventually found most of the
cash returned to the system.
Could implementation have
been better? 

PS: If I was shocked by the move,
the RBI was even more horri�ed,
because it would be its job to con-
tain the damage. And from what I
gather, the RBI didn’t have a clue
that this was about to happen. It was
not prepared. The net result was
that the remonetisation process to
replace the cash took almost a year
when it should have been over with-
in a month. 

The cash in circulation is now
higher than it was �ve years
ago. Have we come a full circle,
at least in terms of being a
less-cash economy? 

PS: Let us thank God for that. Be-
cause if it had not happened, our
economy would be in deep trouble.
There is a sequence in which the va-
rious targets were announced and
the less-cash economy was the last
in that sequence. It was an after-
thought and has not happened. We
now have about ₹28.5 trillion in
cash �oating around, compared to
about ₹18 trillion at that time. Non-
cash transactions have gone up but
the real question is whether that
was an organic process or was accel-
erated by demonetisation. 

The ₹2,000 note is no longer
being printed...

PS: Other than the sheer physical
inconvenience of carrying a stack of
notes, nothing inherently demands
cash to be in high denomination
notes. I have no problems with high-
value notes being phased out, pro-

vided there is a su�cient supply of
low denomination notes to substi-
tute them. The problem is that we
again have a situation where the
₹2,000 and ₹500 notes are domi-
nant and the low-value notes conti-
nue to be about 15% of the total
cash. If you are bent on making it
more di�cult for people doing high
value transactions with cash, mov-
ing to lower denomination currency
makes a lot of sense. The non-print-
ing of ₹2,000 notes is a good idea
but the real question is whether
these should be replaced by more
₹500 notes or whether we should
re-invent the ₹1,000 notes.

The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced about
nine months after the note ban.
Has this sequencing, aimed at
increasing formalisation and
the tax to GDP ratio, worked? 

PS: I am glad you asked this because
it’s not a question of whether the
GST should have come but of the se-
quencing. Had the GST come six
months before demonetisation,
things would have been a lot better.
Because GST encouraged, not
forced, formalisation. So, the e�ect
of demonetisation would have been
less draconian if that had hap-
pened. The fact that GST came later
added to a problem that demoneti-
sation had already caused — parts of
the economy dependent on cash
transactions were already in the dol-
drums. The GST brought the rest of
the MSME sector, which is less-cash
dependent, into trouble as well. 

A State Bank of India (SBI)
research report says the
informal sector shrank to
15%-20% of formal GDP in
2020-21, from 52% in 2017-18.

PS: The informal sector is of critical

importance as it generates liveli-
hoods for the vast majority. Now, if
there has been a shift in the seg-
ments of the economy that used to
be dominated by the informal sec-
tor to the formal sector, the ques-
tion is, who is going to provide em-
ployment? For people who are not
part of the formal sector, the future
looks very bleak. And this e�ect will
persist for a while, because the
question that then arises is whether
or not the informal sector will be
able to bounce back and make in-
roads into the market share that the
formal sector has already captured
— not because the formal sector is
any more e�cient or anything, but
because policy decisions changed
the goalposts in its favour.

So, this is a phenomenon of the
big getting bigger with each
subsequent shock? Where does
that leave India’s inherent
strength of a huge captive
market with opportunities at
the bottom of the pyramid, if
incomes don’t grow there?

PS: Yes, each of the shocks has had
that e�ect. At the end of the day, the
vast majority of the huge Indian
market is at the bottom of the pyra-
mid. The top of the pyramid is very
thin. Unless incomes at the bottom
of the pyramid rise consistently, the
market will stagnate. We saw this
happen post-demonetisation. The
corporates will make a killing in the
initial stages but then the lack of
growth of demand starts biting. 

When the pandemic hit, we
were already seeing several
quarters of dipping growth.
Now, we are again seeing
corporates getting more
dominant…

PS: Yes. The pandemic e�ect is an
add-on to what was there before it.
The informal sector had clearly not
recovered and the pandemic added
to that problem. So, if you think of
the chain of causation in the post-
demonetisation pre-pandemic pe-
riod, the negative e�ect on the in-
formal sector was the lack of cash in
order to carry out transactions in
business. Post-pandemic, the cause
was di�erent — the lockdown led to
all businesses, formal and informal,
being shut. Now, since the informal
sector doesn’t have a lot of reserves
to be able to last out two months of
lockdown, a lot of businesses closed
down. The formal sector, particular-
ly the large players who build up re-
serves or contingencies, not only
survived but thrived after the lock-
down was lifted. So, the sharp
bounce-back that we are seeing in
the economy is entirely driven by
corporates. The informal sector has
had three sequential shocks and is
in dire straits, which is what the SBI
report is suggesting. 

So, who gained from the
demonetisation, GST and
COVID-19 shocks? 

PS: Unquestionably, Corporate In-
dia, which has grabbed market
share which it wouldn’t even have
dreamed of before demonetisation
happened. And now it has to pay
lower taxes. 

But there’s a limit to investment
opportunities, if demand
doesn’t pick up to create a
virtuous cycle. 

PS: This is the problem. I think we
have got stuck in a low-level equili-
brium trap. The informal sector will
�nd it very di�cult to bounce back.
So, the dynamism of the Indian eco-
nomy, which is the bottom of the py-
ramid moving from poverty-strick-
en to merely poor and then to lower
middle class — that has stopped. 

What about demonetisation’s
other goals like curbing terror
�nancing and counterfeit
notes? 

PS: An RBI study suggested that the
total fake currency was ₹3,500
crore, which was borne out later.
That is a laughable amount. On ter-
ror �nancing, it is about whether
terrorists hang on to the cash paid
to them. I suspect not. The fact that
almost the entire amount of curren-
cy that was demonetised came back
is an attestation of that. If terrorists
had currency they couldn’t transact
with, they managed to exchange it.

On the hope that people
depositing cash and being
forced to disclose incomes will
invite income tax action, we
didn’t see any big numbers.

PS: I don’t know where to put the
blame for that. Is it that the Income
Tax department simply didn’t take
the opportunity? As far as I am
aware, banks were meticulously
keeping records on this, but then
somebody would have to aggregate
those records, identify the people,
and then proceed. If anything, that
would have been the one big thing,
but it shows up nowhere in the in-
come tax data.

Is there any evidence that
corruption has gone down? 

PS: There’s a lot of anecdotal infor-
mation that petty corruption has
not gone down, but has, in fact,
gone up. Because the associated
risks have risen and the risk-adjust-
ed return to the bribe-taker has
gone down, so they have raised
their price. The real question is
large-scale corruption but is that
transacted through cash? Probably
not. Those are probably done
through transfers abroad. Moreov-
er, now we have cryptocurrencies
through which a huge amount of
corruption can take place and we
won’t even know about it.

What are the lessons we learn
from such policy shocks?

PS: When you take a measure of
this magnitude, somebody should
be doing the homework on which
agencies have a critical role to play
in making it a success. In this case,
there were at least two — the RBI
and the Income Tax department.
Neither of them was geared up to
take advantage of the situation. So,
we got all the damages and very few
of the bene�ts.

Is the economy still reeling from demonetisation?
The ill-prepared move left India with all the
damages and very few of the bene�ts

Pronab Sen 
is the Country
Director for the
India Programme
of the International
Growth Centre and
was previously
India’s Chief
Statistician
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<> The informal sector has
had three shocks —
demonetisation, GST and
the pandemic-induced
lockdown — and is in dire
straits.

The Chief of the Defence
Sta� (CDS), General Bipin
Rawat, on Thursday contrad-
icted the o�cial position of
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) regarding Chi-
nese construction activities
in the eastern sector in Aru-
nachal Pradesh. 

India never accepted Chi-
na’s “illegal occupation” of
its territories, the Ministry’s
o�cial spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi said at a weekly
press brie�ng.

No transgressions 
But, soon after this, speaking
at a television channel event,
Gen. Rawat said that the Chi-
nese constructions were
“well within their side of the
LAC [Line of Actual
Control]”.

“They are building this in-
frastructure and these so-
called villages are well with-
in their side of the LAC. They
have not transgressed
anywhere on our perception
of the LAC. There are di�e-
rent perceptions. We are ve-
ry clear where the LAC lies
because we have been told
that this is your alignment of

the LAC and this is the terri-
tory you are expected to de-
fend. Chinese have a percep-
tion which in some areas we
know and in some areas we
don’t know, because they
have never really explained
where the LAC lies according
to their perception,” he not-
ed at an event organised by
Times Now.

“As far as we are con-
cerned, there is no such vil-
lage development that has
taken place on our side of
the LAC.”

Gen. Rawat acknowledged
that China was building vil-
lages along the Line of Actual
Control, but he also asserted
that the “present controver-
sy that has erupted that Chi-

nese have come across into
our territory and have built a
new village is not true.” 

U.S. report
His comment contradicted a
statement from the MEA re-
garding the recent report
from the United States De-
partment of Defence that
pointed out that sometime in
2020, China “built a 100-
home civilian village inside
disputed territory between
PRC’s Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion and India’s Arunachal
Pradesh state...”

Mr. Bagchi said, “China
has undertaken construc-
tion activities in the past sev-
eral years along the border
areas including in the areas

that it has illegally occupied
over the decades. India has
neither accepted such illegal
occupation of our territory
nor has it accepted the un-
justi�ed Chinese claims”.

India had “taken note” of
the United States report that
detailed construction activi-
ties taken up by China in the
eastern sector.

Face to face
Gen. Rawat stressed that the
Chinese and the Indian forc-
es were on respective territo-
ries facing each other and
that the Chinese have been
building infrastructure and
huts for their soldiers based
on their “perception” of the
LAC that is partially known
to India.

Mr. Bagchi observed that
India had always “strongly
protested” against such con-
struction activities taken up
on its sovereign territories
through “diplomatic
channels”.

“The Government keeps a
constant watch on all deve-
lopments having a bearing
on India’s security and takes
all the necessary measures
to safeguard its sovereignty
and territorial integrity,” he
added.

CDS, Ministry di�er on China moves
India never accepted ‘illegal occupation’ of its territories, says MEA 
Kallol Bhattacherjee
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI
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The armed forces cannot
surrender the nation’s de-
fence to threats of landslips
caused by widening of Hima-
layan roads for quickly mov-
ing military hardware to the
“very vulnerable” Indo-Chi-
na border, the Union Go-
vernment said in the Su-
preme Court on Thursday. 

Appearing before a three-
judge Bench led by Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud, Attorney-
General K.K. Venugopal said
that crucial defence equip-
ment such as the BrahMos or
Vajra missile launchers and
the Smerch rocket carriers
needed room to manoeuvre
the tough terrain and reach
the border. 

“There is a Chinese build-
up in the Tibetan region...
Today we are facing a situa-
tion that the country has to
be defended. All three wings
of the armed forces have to
combine to defend the na-

tion. We have to ensure that
every physical, technologi-
cal and �nancial facility is
made available to the armed
forces. The Army has a stu-
pendous task to reach the
passes. The defence forces
cannot fold their hands and
say ‘oh, landslide may hap-
pen, we will give up this road

to the border’. If it is a land-
slip threat, we will have to
deal with it,” Mr. Venugopal
submitted.

Landslips have “not
spared anybody”. They had
occurred recently across the
country from Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Goa to Uttarakhand.
“Come what may”, landslip

or heavy rainfall, the readi-
ness to defend the borders,
to �ght, was necessary, he
said.

Mr. Venugopal speci�ed
that the defence require-
ment was a two-lane road of
seven metres width.

Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves, for petitioner
NGO Citizens of Green Doon,
countered that the “best de-
fence for our country is the
mountains”. “Will the Hima-
layas tolerate a double lane
with paved shoulder [DLPS]
system of roads which would
act as sources of heat and
disruptor of ecology in the
fragile area? The strength of
the Himalayas is already half
undone, it should not be al-
lowed to be fully undone
now,” he observed. He ar-
gued that the width of the
roads should be restricted to
5.5 m in width.

“We may want to take a
missile up, but the real issue
is whether the Himalayas

will be able to tolerate the
DLPS system.”

Mr. Venugopal said the
Union was open to alterna-
tive suggestions. There had
been a detailed probe into
critical geo-hazard areas in
the Himalayas, sinking of
roads, research into sustain-
able mitigation methods and
dangers of muck-dumping.
The court reserved the case
for judgment.

Centre’s application
The hearing was based on an
application �led by the
Centre to modify the court’s
September 8, 2020 order
that roads of the Char Dham
Highway project should be
5.5 m in width in compliance
with a 2018 circular of the
Roads and Highways
Ministry.

The court has been lately
maintaining the need to
strike a balance between de-
fence and environmental
concerns.

‘Wide Himalayan roads must for defence’
Centre says armed forces cannot surrender the nation’s defence to threats of landslips in the hills
Krishnadas Rajagopal 
NEW DELHI

Battle ready: A landslip site in Chamoli. The Centre says the
readiness to defend the borders was paramount. * PTI
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


