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FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.

CONTENTS
State elections, limits of caste-based strategies 1 Editorial
- GSP 01 J
The founder of a ‘mini-India’ 2 Open Editorial
- GSP 01 B
A Turkish foreign policy treading on Ottoman footprints 3 Editorial
- GSP 02 C
Powering the energy sector 4 Open Editorial
- GSP 02 O
Alarming hunger or statistical artefact 5 Open Editorial
- GSP 02 Q
India, U.S. militaries match skills in Alaska 6 News
- GSP 02 D
Afghanistan, Indo-Paciﬁc on agenda of British Foreign Secretary,
CDS 7 News
- GSP 02 D
Children’s vaccination still away Govt. 08 News
- GSP 02 T
‘Only 3.9% children malnourished’ 09 News
- GSP 02 Q
‘165 Yemen rebels killed near Marib’ 10 World
- GSP 02 C
Minorities call for hunger strike in Bangladesh 11 World
- GSP 02 A
UAVs boost Army watch in eastern sector 12 News
- GSP 03 U
China tested ‘nuclear capable hypersonic missile’,
says report 13 World

- GSP 03 L

State elections, limits of caste-based strategies
Caste demographics do not have the deterministic effect on electoral outcomes that is often assumed

A

s a new round of State elections approaches in India,
political parties are crafting
their electoral strategies. A large
part of this exercise consists of
constituency mapping, or gathering data about caste and community demographics, information
about the local balance of power
between groups, and the identification of local caste leaders, with
the aim of matching candidates’
selection with a particular reading
of the socio-political characteristics of each seat.
As a political variable
These caste-based strategies also
include larger-scale equations, in
which parties target their discourse towards specific segments
of the electorate, again defined
along caste lines. In recent
months, we have seen the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) and the Samajwadi Party (SP) amplifying gestures towards Brahmin communities, hoping to bank on the
resentment generated by an overtly pro-Rajput administration.
Both practices — micro- and macro-caste targeting — have been
used in Indian politics, and in Uttar Pradesh in particular, for a long
time. The incentives for parties
and candidates to look at the electorate through the lens of caste are
clear: caste makes a complex social and political scene readable. It
simplifies things. It spares parties
from having to address what individuals want, by clubbing individual aspirations into collective
ones, based on their ascriptive
identities.

Findings of a survey
As a result, only a few groups vote
cohesively for specific parties,
such as the Jatavs for the BSP, the
Yadavs for the SP, upper castes
with the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and so on. And even then,
the extent of cohesiveness in these
groups’ support to the parties that
seek to represent them greatly varies through time. According to a
Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS)/Lokniti survey
data, since 2007, the support of Jatavs and Yadavs for the BSP and SP
has eroded. The same survey data
reveal a growing rift among Yadavs
along class lines, richer Yadavs being more likely to vote for the BJP.
Over the past 30 years, uppercaste voters have not always supported the BJP cohesively and
neither have the large number of
small, non-dominant Other Backward Classes and Dalit groups that
today constitute the other core of
its electoral base in Uttar Pradesh.
The data available on how people vote suggest an absence of
caste-based block voting and show
instead caste-party alignments

election. For instance, caste considerations will still largely determine the distribution of tickets,
which, in turn, will shape the representation of various groups in
the State Assembly. But it does not
account for the complexity of voters’ electoral behaviour, nor for
overall party appeal or campaign
effects.

R.V. MOORTHY

Gilles Verniers

But reading politics or the electorate exclusively through the lens
of caste leads to many over-simplifications and misconceptions
about the ways caste operates as a
political variable.
For instance, much is made
about caste voting and caste and
party alignments. Pre-poll and
post-poll surveys seek to investigate the electoral behaviour of
large groups taken as a whole. In
reality, most voters in Uttar Pradesh do not belong to groups that
are associated in any stable way
with any party. Caste politics is the
game of a few and not of many.
Most castes are too small or too geographically scattered, or too
poor, to constitute a core support
base for any party or candidate,
even locally.

that are loose, and fluctuate over
time.
Micro-targeting strategy
Since 2014, the BJP has successfully developed a strategy based on
the micro-targeting of small
groups. To achieve this, it has used
a combination of approaches or
registers of mobilisation that include caste appeal, through the organisation of small caste melas,
the induction of non-dominant
OBC leaders within the party, the
sponsoring of small caste/community events, and so forth. It also
uses the rhetoric of inclusion and
justice by claiming to be non-discriminatory in the distribution
and provision of public goods and
welfare benefits. In the process,
they depict their adversaries as elitist political parties that treat their
core support base preferentially.
Lastly, they also use religion and
nationalism as mobilisation tools
that are meant to bind together
segments of the electorate that
have otherwise little interest in
common, including the upper
castes. This is how the BJP has succeeded in building a social coalition of groups that include both
traditional upper-caste elites and
non-dominant backward groups.
Caste in this context does not
lose its salience but is merely part
of a strategy that uses a variety of
discourses to mobilise voters.
Caste arithmetic matters, but is insufficient in and of itself to win an

Strongholds and seats
Another indicator of the fluctuating association between caste and
politics is the relatively small number of caste strongholds, defined
as seats that regularly return MLAs
who may belong to different parties but belong to the same caste.
In 2017, 319 seats changed
hands in terms of party, owing to
the strong performance of the BJP,
which won 272 of these seats (it retained 40 of the 47 seats it won in
2012). Of these 319 seats, only 74
elected an MLA from the same
caste as in 2012. Overall, the caste
retention of seats in an Assembly
of 403 was 34% (139 MLAs), which
includes re-elected MLAs and new
MLAs from the same or from different parties.
Even before the 2007 delimitation, the number of caste strongholds was quite limited. Between
1996 and 2007, voters elected
MLAs who belong to the same
caste consecutively in only 94
seats (28 of which were won by the
same party in the three elections).
This fact alone, combined with an
overall high electoral volatility, indicates that caste demographics
do not have the deterministic effect on electoral outcomes that is
often assumed.
Caste-based strategies are also
more likely to be effective when
the electorate and the party system are highly fragmented. Parties
can seek to build minimal caste
coalitions at the constituency level
to get the minimum number of
votes required to garner seats. Be-

fore 2017, the average vote share of
winners, or winning thresholds,
hovered at around 35%.
This played to the advantage of
regional parties, who could combine the strength of their core support base with the votes that candidates belonging to other castes
could bring on their own. This was
known as the transferability of
vote bank.
Uttar Pradesh, post-2012
But after 2012, the rise of the BJP
reduced the fragmentation of the
party system, which meant the
winning threshold was pushed
higher. In 2017, the average vote
share of winners was 43%, against
35% in 2012. In such a context,
strategies that rely mostly on caste
arithmetic become insufficient,
since it is much harder to mobilise
many castes at the same time in
fragmented constituencies.
This explains why the BJP holds
considerable advantage against its
adversaries. Beyond the question
of resources and organisational
strength, the BJP has developed
the ability to reach out to a wide
array of groups by using multiple
registers of mobilisation, including caste, religion, nationalism,
welfare, and an anti-elite discourse targeting its opponents.
In contrast, the BSP and the SP
seem to rely on the strategies that
helped them win majorities in
2007 and 2012, but that have
proved ineffective to counter the
BJP’s dominance over the past
three elections (2014, 2017 and
2019). The future will tell if these
parties can reinvent their electoral
strategies. The one thing that is
certain for them at this point is
that time is running short.
Gilles Verniers is Assistant Professor of
Political Science and Co-Director of the
Trivedi Centre for Political Data, Ashoka
University. The views expressed are
personal
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The founder of a ‘mini-India’
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan’s ideas on religious unity and the use of
education for national integration are still relevant

Tariq Mansoor

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, an iconic social reformer and founder of the Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU), which has completed 100
years, was born on October 17, 1817. That was
a long time ago, but his thought process is as
relevant today as ever before.
Integration through education
With the new National Education Policy, the
role of education in national integration has
been rekindled. National integration is a
reality today. During colonialism, it was an
ideal for Sir Syed. His distinctiveness lay in
the way he used education as a tool for national integration. He said in 1883: “It is the...
verdict of all the nations and great seers of
the world that national progress depends on
education and training (of the people). If,
therefore, we desire the prosperity and development of our nation, we should strive
for a national system of education to educate
our people in science and technology.”
Some scholars on colonial history have
criticised some of Sir Syed’s statements on
social order and his perceived closeness with
the colonial government. However, to draw a
generalised conclusion on Sir Syed’s convictions merely through the lens of some quotes
without understanding their context would
not be a fair way to assess his legacy. A person’s text should be judged in the context of
the time in which they lived. The period of
Sir Syed’s life was characterised by rapid
transition — Mughal rule yielding to British
imperialism. We must not underestimate the
challenges posed by the new order for someone brought up in the old order. Sir Syed embraced change against all the odds.
When Sir Syed started his project of educational renaissance, he invited all Indians to
come together to join hands in the struggle
against illiteracy. This arose from his wish to
unshackle Hindus and Muslims from medieval thinking towards broad-mindedness, reason and progress. It is critical to understand
that while his approach always remained inclusive, he gave special attention to Muslims
as Hindus had embarked to the path to scientific education much earlier than Muslims. It
is a known fact that the debate on the tension between religion and science had settled earlier among Hindus than Muslims. Sir
Syed laid out his vision for Hindu-Muslim unity in a speech in January 1883 where he said,
“India is like a bride which has got two beau-

tiful and captivating eyes — Hindus and Muslims. Within the ranks of the Hindus or Muslims themselves, or even between brothers
as also between fathers and sons, mothers
and daughters, there is dissension. But to
make it perennial is a symptom of the decay
of the family, the country, and of the nation.”
Inter-faith understanding
The bonhomie between the two communities has always existed since the inception of
the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental (MAO)
College, the precursor of AMU. This was not
a small task. During colonial rule, a narrative
of hatred had been engineered by the British. Sir Syed led by example. During the Bismillah ceremony of his grandson Ross Masood, Sir Syed placed him in the lap of his
friend Raja Jai Kishan Das. When Sir Syed established a madarsa in Ghazipur, he elected
Raja Dev Narayan Singh as patron of the
school. Sanskrit was one of the five languages taught at this school. The managing committee of MAO College comprised 22 members of whom nine were Hindus.
Sir Syed laid the foundation of comparative religious studies and revived the spirit of
Dara Shikoh’s philosophy — to bring major
communities of India together by finding
commonalities in their religions and assimilate them as a one mighty stream. This is
why AMU established the Dara Shikoh
Centre for Interfaith Understanding. Section
5 (2)(b) of the AMU Act empowers the university to promote the study of religions, civilisation and culture of India.
In AMU’s 100 years, it has not only contributed to nation-building but also played a
role in India’s quest for building friendly ties
with the Muslim world. For this, AMU is recognised as an institution of national importance under the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution. During the course of history,
AMU has passed through many challenges
but never has it abandoned its inclusive character. Apart from drawing students from 26
other countries, it has students from 31
States and Union Territories and thus represents India’s multi-religious, multi-racial and
multi-lingual character. This is why Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, during the centenary celebrations of AMU in 2020, called the
institution a “mini-India”. Mr. Modi underscored the principles of ‘nation first’ and
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’,
while emphasising that Sir Syed established
AMU with a rational, progressive and scientific mindset. It is appreciable that the Prime
Minister invoked the contribution of a 19th
century reformer in the making of 21st century India. This is a testament to the vision of a
man who was far ahead of his times.
Tariq Mansoor is Vice-Chancellor, AMU
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A Turkish foreign policy treading on Ottoman footprints
Talmiz Ahmad

A

ll across the former Ottoman realm, there is today a
Turkish presence — diplomatic, economic and even military
— as the Turkish President, Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan, seeks to reshape
his modern nation with the imprint of its earlier Islamic and military glory. Turkish troops have
penetrated deep into Iraq and Syria. Turkish officers are advising
the Islamist faction in Libya and
supporting it with mercenaries
from Syrian militia. Turkey’s navy
has become an aggressive presence in the East Mediterranean
and is asserting control over gas
reserves that Greece and Cyprus
claim as their own.

Military, diplomatic moves
Turkey is also a military player in
the south Caucasus; last year, it
supported Azerbaijan against its
arch-rival, Armenia, and secured a
victory for its protégé that gave it a
large part of the territory it
claimed from its neighbour. And,
as the modern-day sultan claims
the Islamic heritage of the Ottomans, he has been confronting till
recently the opponents of political
Islam in the region — Saudi Arabia,
Egypt and the United Arab Emirates.
These robust initiatives have
created concerns among regional
players — the Ottomans’ traditional rivals, Iran and Russia, and the
contemporary superpower, the
United States. With them, Turkey
is engaged in complex brinkmanship, in turn confrontationist and
accommodative, that imparts tension and uncertainty to these im-

portant relationships.
Turkey’s military forays into Syria and Iraq have a contemporary
urgency — the aspirations of the
Kurds for autonomy, if not independence.
In Iraq, Turkey regularly
pounds the Turkish Kurds who
have taken sanctuary in the Iraqi
mountains, with its air force and
carries out targeted killings of local commanders with its lethal
drones. In Syria, the contiguity of
territories under Kurdish control
has been broken by Turkey’s three
military incursions since 2016 and
most of the Syrian-Turkish border
is now under Turkish control.
Turkey is also involved in a
complex charade at Idlib, the last
bastion in Syria in rebel hands.
Here, it is trying to get the Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), the former
al Qaeda-affiliated Jabhat Nusra, to
merge with the Syrian National Army, a coalition of rebel forces it
has put together. Turkey believes
that, with the formidable HTS on
its side, it will be able to contain
Kurdish aspirations in northern
Syria with local militia.
Beyond West Asia, two hotspots
have emerged — again in old Ottoman territory. Having obtained
control over the Nakhchivan enclave in the west of Armenia, Azerbaijan now demands control over
the passageway, called the Zangezur corridor, that would link Azerbaijan with the enclave. This corridor, if conceded, would cut off
Iran’s direct link with Armenia,
which is Iran’s sole land route to
the northern Caucasus, while giving Turkey a direct route to Azerbaijan and the Central Asian republics, bypassing Iran.
This issue has divided the region — Turkey has put together a
tripartite security alliance of itself,
Georgia and Azerbaijan, while
Iran has affirmed its ties with Armenia and has carried out military
exercises at the Azerbaijan border.

VIA REUTERS

Ankara could soon realise that domestic divisions and economic fragility are what will determine its regional influence

Again, Turkey is highlighting its
ties with Georgia and Ukraine, rejecting Russia’s “illegal occupation” of the Crimea and providing
Ukraine with military drones.
From June this year, it has begun
the construction of “Canal Istanbul”, a new link from the Black Sea
to the Sea of Marmara, raising concerns in Russia that Turkey might
someday restrict free movement
between the Black Sea and the
Mediterranean.
In the Mediterranean, Greece
and Cyprus have been central to
France’s outreach to Africa. This is
now challenged by Turkey’s robust outreach to African countries
and its plans to obtain a naval presence on the Libyan coast and in
the Red Sea. Now, following the
AUKUS humiliation — the trilateral
security pact between Australia,
the United Kingdom and the United States — France has concluded
a new defence agreement with
Greece to upgrade the Greek navy
to challenge Turkey in the Mediterranean; it is also supplying
fighter jets to the air force, but this
deal was signed earlier in January
2021.
Turkey versus the U.S., Russia
Both Russia and the U.S. have been
watching Turkey’s regional shenanigans with grim concern. Turkey
has been alarmed by the U.S.’s
backing for the Syrian Kurds and is

suspicious of a possible U.S. role in
the attempted coup in July 2016 to
overthrow Mr. Erdoğan. Violating
its status as a North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) member,
Turkey purchased the Russian
S-400 missile defence system in
2017. The U.S. then expelled Turkey from the development of
America’s F-35 jet fighter project
and imposed some sanctions.
While Mr. Erdoğan’s personal
relations with Russian President
Vladimir Putin have flourished,
there have been regular downturns as well. Turkey and Russia
are on opposite sides in Syria, Libya, Ukraine and in the Azerbaijan-Armenia conflict, but have somehow ensured that these
differences do not reach breakingpoint. Mr. Putin prioritises detaching Turkey from NATO and has
adopted ‘strategic patience’ in
dealing with the prickly Turkish
leader.
Recently, in an attempt to ingratiate himself with U.S. President
Joe Biden, Mr. Erdoğan has quite
unexpectedly asked the U.S. to
supply 40 F-16 fighter jets and 80
modernisation kits for its existing
aircraft. But observers believe this
could be Mr. Erdoğan’s “last test of
confidence” for the Biden administration. Knowing well the hostility directed at Turkey in the U.S.
Congress, the expected rejection
of this request will enable Mr. Erdoğan to shift irrevocably to Russia — Mr. Putin has already promised
him
Russia’s
fifth-generation Sukhoi Su-57 aircraft in place of the F-35 jet and
even a second battery of the S-400
defence system.
Resetting relationships
As the U.S. disengages from the region, West Asia is experiencing a
churn. Saudi Arabia and Iran,
whose rivalry has defined regional
politics for over a decade, are now
talking about re-establishing di-

plomatic ties and addressing their
bilateral and regional concerns.
Turkey has reached out to both
Egypt and Saudi Arabia to improve
their relations; the latter are holding back to see evidence of real
change on the Turkish side — particularly in regard to its support
for the Muslim Brotherhood. Turkey has also signalled a new approach in Libya that would accommodate its rivals — Egypt, the
United Arab Emirates and Russia.
Here, Turkish priority is to detach
Egypt from its ties with Greece, Cyprus and Israel, and make it its
own ally in the ongoing competition in the Mediterranean.
With Iran, Turkey is pursuing a
dual-track approach — confronting
it in the Caucasus, while building
substantial bilateral energy and
economic ties. It is also keeping
open the option of closer strategic
relations in case Egypt and Saudi
Arabia remain lukewarm to Turkey’s overtures.
The outlook for Turkey’s ties
with the big powers — the U.S. and
Russia — remains uncertain. Turkey insists on asserting its strategic
autonomy and independence of
action, and enjoys sitting at the
global high table, its counsel being
respectfully solicited by both powers — as it was in the heyday of the
Ottoman empire.
But what Turkey could soon discover is that the era of the sultans
is over and its domestic divisions
and economic fragility — unemployment, inflation, currency collapse, and capital flight — will finally
determine
its
regional
influence. And here, it will be
found seriously wanting — as the
Ottomans were in the late 19th
century.
Talmiz Ahmad is the former Ambassador
to Saudi Arabia, Oman and the United
Arab Emirates, and holds the Ram Sathe
Chair for International Studies, Symbiosis
International University, Pune
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Powering the energy sector
The Electricity (Amendment) Bill is a game-changer
T.V. Narendran

In an energy-dependent country like
India, the availability of energy supplies at affordable rates is pivotal for
fulfilling developmental priorities.
But the energy sector is beset with
problems. The distribution sector
has for long been the bane of the
power sector, consistently making
huge losses owing to problems such
as expensive long-term power purchase agreements, poor infrastructure, inefficient operations, and leakages and weaknesses in State-level
tariff policies. Most discoms are deep
into the red as high aggregate technical and commercial (AT&C) losses are
chipping into their revenues.
Dismantling state monopoly
Against this backdrop, the Electricity
(Amendment) Bill of 2020 is a gamechanging reform. The wide-ranging
provisions of the Bill will set the process of de-licensing power distribution after the monopoly of the state is
dismantled. This will provide the
consumers with an option of choosing the service provider, switch their
power supplier and enable the entry
of private companies in distribution,
thereby resulting in increased competition. In fact, privatisation of discoms in Delhi has reduced AT&C losses significantly from 55% in 2002 to
9% in 2020.
Open access for purchasing power
from the open market should be implemented across States and barriers
in the form of cross subsidy surcharge, additional surcharge and
electricity duty being applied by
States should be reviewed. Discoms
and regulators should be brought on
board for proper implementation of
open access, which will provide
more options to consumers to
choose their discom just as they are
able to choose telecom providers.
The question of tariffs needs to be
revisited if the power sector is to be
strengthened. Tariffs ought to be reflective of average cost of supply to
begin with and eventually move to
customer category-wise cost of supply in a defined time frame. This will
facilitate reduction in cross subsidies. All this will happen when discoms are made autonomous and are
allowed by regulatory authorities to

revise tariffs without interference
from the States.
Electrical energy should be covered under GST, with a lower rate of
GST, as this will make it possible for
power generator/transmission/distribution utilities to get a refund of input credit, which in turn will reduce
the cost of power. Other antidotes to
the problem include use of technology solutions such as installation of
smart meters and smart grids which
will reduce AT&C losses and restore
financial viability of the sector.
Push for renewal energy
The impetus to renewal energy,
which will help us mitigate the impact of climate change, is much needed. One option is to encourage rooftop solar plants. Despite its inherent
benefits, the segment has shown relatively slow progress with an estimated installed capacity of 5-6 GW as on
date, well short of the 2022 target.
Another welcome feature of the
Bill is the strengthening of the regulatory architecture of the sector. This
will be done by appointing a member
with a legal background in every
electricity regulatory commission
and strengthening the Appellate Tribunal for Electricity. This will ensure
faster resolution of long-pending issues and reduce legal hassles.
The Bill also underpins the importance of green energy by proposing a
penalty for non-compliance with the
renewable energy purchase obligations which mandate States and power distribution companies to purchase a specified quantity of
electricity from renewable and hydro
sources. This will ensure that India
gradually moves towards non-fossil
fuels thereby helping it meet its global climate change commitments.
Some other significant features of
the Bill such as the creation of an
Electricity Contract Enforcement
Authority to supervise the fulfillment
of contractual obligations under
power purchase agreement, cost reflective tariffs and provision of subsidy through DBT are commendable.
Early passage of the Bill is critical as it
will help unleash a path-breaking reform for bringing efficiency and profitability to the distribution sector.
T.V. Narendran is President, CII
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Alarming hunger or statistical artefact?
The low rank on the Global Hunger Index should push India to look again at its policies and interventions

This year’s Global Hunger Index
(GHI) did not go down well with the
government. This was expected given that it ranks India 101 out of 116
countries for which reliable and
comparable data exist. To add insult
to injury, the GHI puts India far below some of its neighbouring countries. Barring last year’s rank of 94
out of 107 countries, India’s rank has
been between 100 and 103 since
2017. This year’s slide in the rank assumes significance especially in the
context of COVID-19.
Is India’s performance on hunger
as dismal as denoted by the index or
is it partly a statistical artefact? This
question assumes immediacy, especially since the government has questioned the methodology and claimed
that the ranking does not represent
the ground reality. This calls for careful scrutiny of the methodology, especially of the GHI’s components.
The GHI has four components.
The first — insufficient calorie intake
— is applicable for all age groups,
whereas the remaining three — wasting (low weight for height), stunting
(low height for age) and mortality —
are confined to children under five
years. The data on deficiency in calorie intake, accorded 33% weight, is
sourced from the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Suite of Food Security Indicators (2021). Had the GHI
been estimated using the latest data
on calorie intake, usually provided
by the National Sample Survey Office, things might have looked even
worse given that the leaked report of
2019 indicated that consumption expenditure in India declined between
2011-12 and 2017-18 by 4%. In rural India, it was worse at about 10% per annum.
The data on child wasting and
stunting (2016-2020), each accounting for 16.6% of weight, are from the
World Health Organization, UNICEF
and World Bank, complemented
with the latest data from the Demographic and Health Surveys. Underfive mortality data are for 2019 from
the UN Inter-Agency Group for Child
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Mortality Estimation. Contrary to
what is being claimed by the government, the assessment of the situation
of hunger is not based on the results
of a ‘four question’ opinion poll, conducted telephonically by Gallup. However, this does not mean that the
GHI is free from inadequacies.
A problematic component
Conceptually, the GHI is largely children-oriented with a higher emphasis on undernutrition than on hunger
and its hidden forms, including micronutrient deficiencies. The first
component — calorie insufficiency —
is problematic for many reasons. The
lower calorie intake, which does not
necessarily mean deficiency, may also stem from reduced physical activity, better social infrastructure (road,
transport and healthcare) and access
to energy-saving appliances at home,
among others. Recent analysis establishes that ‘physical disease environment’ at the State level also significantly influences the calorie intake.
For a vast and diverse country like India, using a uniform calorie norm to
arrive at deficiency prevalence
means failing to recognise the huge
regional imbalances in factors that
may lead to differentiated calorie requirements at the State level. From
this vantage point, a large proportion
of the population in Kerala and Tamil
Nadu may get counted as calorie deficient despite them being better in
nutritional outcome indicators. So,
prevalence of calorie deficiency in
these States may be overestimated.
Conversely, there are States that
have a higher average level of calorie
intake, such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, but their needs may even be
higher than the earmarked level of
required calories for India as a whole
because these States have high prevalence of communicable diseases
and low level of mechanisation in the

economy. Thus, it is likely that the existing methodology might underestimate the prevalence of calorie deficiency in these States. All this raises
questions on the appropriateness of
the calorie component of the index.
India’s own official estimates of prevalence of calorie deficiency are not
free from this anomaly.
Tackling wasting and stunting
The GHI highlights India’s dismal record in a domain that it can hardly
defend, which is child undernutrition. India’s wasting prevalence
(17.3%) is one among the highest in
the world. Its performance in stunting, when compared to wasting, is
not that dismal, though. Child stunting in India declined from 54.2% in
1998–2002 to 34.7% in 2016-2020,
whereas child wasting remains
around 17% throughout the two decades of the 21st century.
Stunting is a chronic, long-term
measure of undernutrition, while
wasting is an acute, short-term measure. Child wasting can manifest as a
result of an immediate lack of nutritional intake and sudden exposure to
an infectious atmosphere. Quite possibly, several episodes of wasting
without much time to recoup can
translate into stunting. However, a
higher order of priority was accorded to stunting, both in research and
policy, for the right reasons as it is a
stable indicator and does not oscillate with minor changes in circumstances, while wasting does. Sporadic emergent circumstances in
different regions may increase wasting prevalence. Effectively countering episodes of wasting resulting
from such sporadic adversities is key
to making sustained and quick progress in child nutrition. Thus, variations in wasting prevalence across
the region should guide the relative
emphasis of policy attention.

If India can tackle wasting by effectively monitoring regions that are
more vulnerable to socioeconomic
and environmental crises, it can possibly improve wasting and stunting
simultaneously. There seems to be
no short-cut way of improving stunting without addressing wasting. Additionally, studies say that COVID-19
is likely to exacerbate child undernutrition in general and child wasting in
particular. Such insights should have
driven social policy to counter the
adverse impacts of COVID-19 on food
and nutrition insecurity. Unfortunately, India lost this opportunity as
Integrated
Child
Development
Scheme services were either nonfunctional or severely disrupted —
partly because the staff and services
were utilised to attend to the COVID-19 emergency.
An exception
India’s relatively better performance
in the other component of GHI —
child mortality — merits a mention.
Studies suggest that child undernutrition and mortality are usually
closely related, as child undernutrition plays an important facilitating
role in child mortality. However, India appears to be an exception in this
regard. India’s child mortality rate
has been lower compared to SubSaharan African countries despite it
having higher levels of stunting. This
implies that though India was not
able to ensure better nutritional security for all children under five
years, it was able to save many lives
due to the availability of and access
to better health facilities.
The low ranking does not mean
that India fares uniformly poor in every aspect. Should we then dismiss
the GHI as it shows India in a bad
light and relegate it to political white
noise because it does not suit us? Or
should we gracefully accept its insights informing us that our performance in some aspects might actually be dismal and requires urgent
attention and course correction?
This ranking should prompt us to
look at our policy focus and interventions and ensure that they can effectively address the concerns raised by
the GHI, especially against pandemic-induced nutrition insecurity.
Sunny Jose is RBI Chair Professor at Council
for Social Development, Hyderabad and Md
Zakaria Siddiqui is Associate Professor at
Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation,
Thiruvananthapuram. Views are personal
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India, U.S. militaries
match skills in Alaska
They are honing skills to counter terror
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

The 17th edition of the IndiaU.S. bilateral exercise, Yudh
Abhyas 2021, got under way
at the Joint Base Elmendorf
Richardson, Alaska, U.S.,
with the two sides set to
hone their skills in counterterror operations in mountainous terrain and cold climate conditions.
Interestingly, this is the
only India-U.S. service exercise continuing in bilateral
format.
Malabar trilateral
The India-U.S. Malabar naval exercise became trilateral with the addition of Japan
in 2015 and further brought
in all the Quad partners together with the inclusion of
Australia in 2020.
Similarly, Japan joined
the India-U.S. bilateral air
exercise, Cope India, as an
observer in 2018 and the
plan is to make it trilateral in
phases. India and the U.S.
also hold a tri-service
exercise.
“The exercise aims at enhancing
understanding,
cooperation and interoperability. It will focus on combined arms manoeuvres in
cold climatic conditions and
is primarily aimed at sharing tactical level drills and
learning best practices from
each other,” the Army said.
The exercise scheduled
from October 15 to 29 will
culminate after a 48-hour
validation phase.
Exercise Yudh Abhyas is
the largest running joint military training and defence
cooperation endeavour between the two countries, the
Army said.
From the U.S. side, 300
soldiers belonging to the

First Squadron (Airborne) of
the 40th Cavalry Regiment
and 350 soldiers of the 7 Madras infantry battalion of
the Army are participating
in the exercise. The 14-day
training schedule includes
activities on joint training in
a counter-insurgency, counter-terrorism environment
under the U.N. mandate, the
Army said.
“This will help them in
undertaking joint operations at the battalion level in
mountainous terrain with
cold climatic conditions under the ambit of the U.N.”
The previous version of
this exercise was organised
at the Mahajan Field Firing
Ranges in Bikaner in February 2021.
At the opening ceremony,
Maj. Gen. Brian Eifler, Commander U.S. Army, Alaska,
stressed the importance of
free exchange of ideas, concepts and best practices and
the necessity to learn from
each others’ experiences.
Cope India
Other than the Malabar exercise, Japan had sent observers for the first time during
Cope India 2018 as an Observer in 2018.
As was reported by The
Hindu then, the U.S. had
proposed a trilateral air exercise with the three countries and so Japan was included as an Observer and
the exercise elevated to trilateral level in phases.
This leaves the bilateral
Army exercise in which too
the U.S. had suggested the
inclusion of Japan a few
years ago but was not accepted by India at that time.
It could happen in the future, an official source added.
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Afghanistan, Indo-Pacific on agenda of British Foreign Secretary, CDS
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

British Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss and outgoing Chief of
the Defence Staff (CDS), General Nick Carter, will visit India this week even as the Indo-U.K. naval exercises
involving the Carrier Strike
Group (CSG) in the Bay of
Bengal gets under way from
October 21 to 27, and ahead
of a pending visit by British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, sources said here.
While the strategic pur-

pose of the visits is to discuss
the U.K.’s Indo-Pacific strategy and the newly announced
Australia-U.K.-U.S. (AUKUS)
alliance, both sides are also
expected to focus on the situation
in
Afghanistan,
amidst the perception in Delhi that the British Government had played a major
role in talks with the Taliban
that led to them taking control of the country.
The visits, beginning October 22, are also being scheduled ahead of the Climate

Liz Truss

Change COP26 summit in
Glasgow on October 31 and
November 1. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, who is likely
to visit Italy for the G-20
summit on October 30 and
31, is yet to decide on his
plans for COP26, said officials.
Gen. Carter is expected to
meet CDS Gen. Bipin Rawat
and the three service chiefs.
He is also likely to call on National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval, who is planning to
host a regional conference
on Afghanistan in November. New Delhi has been
seeking space on events in

Afghanistan, given the Taliban control and links to Pakistan, and discussions with
the British military leadership will focus on countering
the regional terror threat
from Afghanistan.
Gen. Carter raised eyebrows in Delhi for comments
he made in an interview on
August 18, just days after the
Taliban takeover of Kabul,
where he called the militant
group “country boys”. He
claimed that the Taliban
would recognise the need for

an inclusive government,
and would allow women to
work. He later said not just
he but “everybody had got it
wrong” on Afghanistan.
The comments — and his
frequent meetings in Kabul,
Islamabad and Doha in the
last few months — had been
noted by the South Block,
and Mr. Doval and Foreign
Secretary Harsh Shringla are
understood to have raised
them with the U.K. officials.
(With inputs from
Dinakar Peri)

Children’s vaccination still away: Govt.
Scientific rationale and supply situation will dictate final call for approval of jabs, says V.K. Paul
requirements of the vaccination programme. “A pragmatic decision [on vaccination of children and
adolescents] can be taken
[only] by balancing the supply and the potential eligibility,” he said.

Press Trust of India
New Delhi

The Union Government will
take a final decision on vaccinating children and adolescents against COVID-19 on
the basis of overall scientific
rationale as well as the supply situation of vaccines
available for those below the
age of 18, COVID Task Force
chief V.K. Paul said on Sunday.
Mr. Paul, who has been
playing a key role in the Government’s efforts in the
fight against the COVID-19
pandemic, said that though
infections were coming
down and the second wave
was subsiding, it would not
be fair now to say that the
worst was over since many
countries had seen more
than two waves.
Currently, three vaccines
— Covishield, Covaxin and
Sputnik V — being administered in the country were only for those above 18 years of
age.
The Zydus Cadila’s indigenously developed needlefree COVID-19 vaccine, ZyCoV-D, was set to become

No deadline: The Government said it would be impossible to
give a timeline for vaccination of children. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA
*

the first vaccine that would
be available in India for
those in the age group of 12
to 18 years. It had received
Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA).
Multiple factors
“We do know that several
countries have introduced
vaccination for adolescents
and children. We will take a
final decision based on the
overall scientific rationale
and the supply situation of

the child-licenced vaccines,
going forward,” Mr. Paul
said.
The National Technical
Advisory Group on Immunisation (NTAGI) was looking
at how ZyCov-D should be
positioned for most optimum use. According to Mr.
Paul, Covaxin was a part of
the adult vaccination programme and how to provision the vaccine, if at all for
children, had to be also examined in the totality of the

‘Preparations on’
While noting it would not be
possible now to give a particular timeline on when the
COVID-19 vaccination would
start for children, Mr. Paul
said, “The preparation for
incorporation of Zydus Cadila’s vaccine into the vaccination programme is proceeding well, training is already
being held. NTAGI advice for
the best use of the vaccine is
explored. Soon, this will be
rolled out.”
According to Mr. Paul,
children were part and parcel of the chains of COVID-19
transmission and were infected in large numbers. But
COVID-19 infections in children were very mild or
asymptomatic. On the other
side, he said once there was
enough vaccine available
that could be used in chil-

dren, “so why not protect
them”.
Schools have reopened in
many States, mainly for higher classes. Asked if the worst
of the pandemic is over, Mr.
Paul said, “It is reassuring
that the number of COVID
cases are now on the decline
and the second wave is now
subsiding but to say that the
worst is over will not be fair
because we have seen in other nations, there have been
more than two waves.”
Cautioning that the country is passing through a
phase when there are festivals and potential gatherings,
he said this is a critical phase
as the virus can spread
again. “We have seen that
even in other countries
where vaccine coverage is
good, the escalation in the
pandemic can happen and
has happened,” he said.
“Therefore, certainly we
should not assume that this
situation of the declining
trend will continue and definitely we should not think
that the worst is over, we
have to be ever watchful,” he
emphasised.
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‘Only 3.9% children malnourished’
Govt. slams publishing agencies of Global Hunger Index, says data is inflated
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The value of a key indicator
used in the Global Hunger
Index is ‘inflated’ as only
3.9% of the anganwadi children were found to be undernourished, the Union Government said on Sunday.
“The real-time data of beneficiaries registered on the
Anganwadi platform include
7.79 crore children aged between 6 months to 6 years as
per real-time Poshan Tracker data [as on 16-10-2021].
Corresponding number of
undernourished children reported on Poshan Tracker is
30.27 lakh which comes to
only 3.9%,” according to a
reply from the Ministry of
Women and Child Development to a report in The Hindu, “Global Hunger Index

Stunted future: The Global Hunger Index 2021 ranked India at
101 out of 116 countries. FILE PHOTO
*

not based on an opinion
poll”, published on October
17.
It said, “These beneficiaries are representative of the
poorest strata of society and
the low levels of undernourishment in them surely reflects that the Indian data is

highly inflated.”
The GHI 2021 ranked India at 101 out of 116 countries. The index is based on
four indicators — undernourishment,
wasting,
stunting and under-five mortality. Of these, India’s performance is shown to dete-

riorate
only
for
undernourishment, which is
what the Government has
challenged. According to
FAO’s data, which is used in
the Index, the prevalence of
undernourishment in India
rose from 14% in 2017-2019 to
15.3% in 2018-2020 which
the Government has called
exaggerated.
However, undernourishment and undernutrition
used as synonyms by the Government are treated as two
different indicators by FAO
and in the GHI.
The Government has also
alleged that there has been a
“selective approach adopted
to deliberately lower India’s
rank” by relying on higher
values of indicators such as
stunting and wasting from
different datasets available.
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‘165 Yemen rebels killed near Marib’
Saudi-led coalition says 10 military vehicles destroyed in strike on the Houthis
Agence France-Presse
Riyadh

The Saudi-led military coalition supporting Yemen’s government said on Sunday it
had killed at least 165 Huothi
rebels in strikes south of Marib, as the battle for the strategic city rages.
The strikes “destroyed 10
military vehicles and killed
more than 165” rebels in the
past 24 hours in the Abdiya
district, the coalition said in
a statement cited by the official Saudi Press Agency.
The coalition has said it
has killed around 1,000 Iranbacked rebels in strikes in
the area in the past week,
making daily announcements of at least dozens of
rebel deaths.

Vantage point: Fighters loyal to the Saudi-led coalition in the
northeastern province of Marib on Sunday. AFP
*

The Houthis rarely comment on losses and the tolls
could not be independently
verified by AFP.
The Houthis began a major push to seize Marib, the
internationally recognised

government’s last bastion in
oil-rich northern Yemen, in
February, and have renewed
their offensive in recent
weeks after a lull.
The Houthis said on Twitter on Sunday that they had

taken control of several
fronts around Marib, including Abdiya, which lies about
100 km south of the city.
The Yemeni civil war began in 2014 when the Houthis seized the capital Sanaa,
120 km west of Marib,
prompting Saudi-led forces
to intervene to prop up the
government the following
year.
Tens of thousands of people have died and millions
have been displaced in what
the UN calls the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis.
The UN this week called
for a halt to fighting in Abdiya, where it said the movement of aid to tens of thousands of people had been
“extremely restricted”.
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UAVs boost Army
watch in eastern sector

Minorities call for hunger
strike in Bangladesh
‘Temples, businesses vandalised, robbed’
Press Trust of India
Dhaka

A Hindu temple has been
vandalised in Bangladesh in
a fresh case of communal
unrest amid days of violence
and protests over alleged
blasphemy, prompting a minority group to announce a
countrywide hunger strike,
media reports said on
Sunday.
Hindu-owned temples
and shops in Feni, about 157
km from the country’s capital, have been vandalised
and robbed during fresh
clashes on Saturday, which
broke out after an attack on
demonstrators who were
protesting against the attacks on Durga Puja venues

in several places in Bangladesh, the Dhaka Tribune
newspaper reported.
The clashes left at least
40 people, including the officer in-charge Nizamuddin
of Feni Model Police Station,
injured, it said.
On Saturday night, authorities deployed additional
police forces and the paramilitary force — Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB), after several temples and businesses were vandalised and
robbed, the report said.
Meanwhile in Chittagong,
the Bangladesh Hindu
Buddhist Christian Unity
Council announced a sit-in
and hunger strike from October 23.

The Army Aviation Brigade
at Missamari was raised in
March this year to enable
better command and control of aviation resources,
the officer said, adding that
in the future battlefield,
manned and unmanned
aircraft teaming will reap
huge dividends. The Brigade operates the Cheetah
and Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) Dhruv utility
helicopters, Rudra weaponsied ALH and Heron-I UAVs.
Three RPA flights are
working under the Army
Aviation squadrons which
consists of around 14 UAVs,
according to the officer.
With the UAVs being under the Army Aviation, the
receipt capability has become seamless and more
responsive, officials said.
All aerial assets are under
one umbrella which allows
optimised employment of
RPAs during operations in
conjunction with other
aviation assets.
“It also helps in upgradation of flight safety management and practices and also
boosts
training
infrastructure for RPA aircrew,” the first officer cited
above said. “It also ensures
better maintenance and
serviceability by optimising
the supply chain and spares
management,” the officer
said and added, “It smoothens out the command and
control process especially
during operations.”
Talking to a group of visiting journalists on the new
inductions, Lt. Col. Amit
Dadwal posted at the base
said it has given them
round the clock capability
for surveillance as well as
operations. He said the
ALH has become the backbone of the main operations of the Army as of now.
“With the ALH we have
been doing night casualty
evacuation,” he added.
The Army has 90 ALH
and 75 Rudra helicopters in
service, which are indigenously designed and developed by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). The
Army Aviation is also very

soon slated to induct a surveillance downlink system,
anti-aircraft missiles, countermeasures against missile
systems, new generation
surveillance pods among
others which will enhance
the
existing
role
to
manifold.
In the last few years, the
Army and Air Force have
significantly upgraded their
defences in the eastern sector, including induction of
new equipment, as part of
efforts to match China’s
build up and infrastructure
development on its side of
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). There has also been
a major impetus to infrastructure development in
the region.
The Israeli Heron-I UAVs
are in the process of being
upgraded and officials said
they will also be deployed
in this sector in due course.
In addition, the Army
has recently leased four Heron-TP Medium Altitude
Long Endurance (MALE)
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAV) from Israel Aircraft
Industries which are much
more capable than the Heron-1s. These are expected
to be deployed in eastern
Ladakh in the backdrop of
the standoff, which began
last year and is still
continuing.
During the standoff in
eastern Ladakh, the Army
Aviation had seen a quantum jump in the employment of helicopters along
the northern borders.
However, a major issue
of concern is the ageing
fleet of Cheetah and Chetak
helicopters and their delayed replacement. The
technical life of these helicopters will wind down
from 2023, which will further
exacerbate
the
deficiencies.
The Ka-226T utility helicopter deal with Russia
along with the indigenous
Light Utility Helicopter
(LUH) are meant to replace
them but the Ka-226T deal
has been stalled for several
years over the percentage
of indigenisation.

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IND U

China tested ‘nuclear capable
hypersonic missile’, says report
‘The advanced space capability caught U.S. intelligence by surprise’
Ananth Krishnan

China’s military has carried
out its first-ever test of a “nuclear capable hypersonic
missile”, according to a report on October 17.
The missile in August “circled the globe before speeding towards its target, demonstrating an advanced
space capability that caught
U.S. intelligence by surprise,” the Financial Times
reported.
The newspaper quoted
five people familiar with the
test as saying the Chinese
military launched a rocket
that carried a hypersonic
glide vehicle “which flew
through low-orbit space before cruising down towards
its target.”
The missile “missed its

New challenge: The missile reportedly “circled the globe
before speeding towards its target”. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO
*

target by about two-dozen
miles”, three people told the
newspaper, but two others
added that it “showed that
China had made astounding
progress on hypersonic weapons and was far more advanced than U.S. officials
realised.”
The Financial Times not-

ed that only the U.S., Russia
and China were developing
hypersonic glide vehicles,
that are launched on rockets
and then orbit the earth on
their own speed. They are
difficult to track because unlike ballistic missiles, they
“do not follow the fixed parabolic trajectory”.

The newspaper said the
test would post a big challenge to U.S. missile defence
systems because “the weapon could, in theory, fly over
the South Pole.” “That would
pose a big challenge for the
U.S. military because its missiles defence systems are focused on the northern polar
route,” the report said.
The newspaper quoted security experts as saying the
test was conducted in August. It noted that the China
Academy of Launch Vehicle
Technology, which carries
out launches, had in July announced its 77th launch of a
Long March rocket, and in
end-August said it had carried out a 79th flight, sparking speculation about a secretive 78th launch that had
not been reported.

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IND U

General Studies Paper I

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J

India and its neighbourhood- relations;

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
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K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
e-technology in the aid of farmers;
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices
Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;
Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;
Various forces and their mandate;
Security challenges and their management in border areas;
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V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

General Studies Paper IV

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;
Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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