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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday inaugu-
rated the Kushinagar Inter-
national Airport in Uttar Pra-
desh, which will help
connect key Buddhist pil-
grimage sites. 

Kushinagar is an impor-
tant Buddhist pilgrim desti-
nation, and is believed to be
the �nal resting place of Gau-
tam Buddha. 

An inaugural �ight of Sri
Lankan Airlines landed at
the airport earlier in the day,
bringing a large contingent
of Buddhist monks and Sri
Lankan Ministers, including
Sports Minister Namal Raja-
paksa, nephew of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and son
of Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa. They met Mr. Mo-
di at an event at the Mahapa-
rinirvana Temple here.

Diplomats attend
Diplomats from 12 countries
where Buddhism is prac-
tised, including Mongolia,

Myanmar, Vietnam, Cambo-
dia, Thailand, Bhutan, Repu-
blic of Korea, Nepal and Ja-
pan, were also present.

“There is a special focus
on the development of plac-
es associated with Lord
Buddha through better con-
nectivity, and creation of fa-
cilities for devotees. Lumbi-
ni, the birth place of Lord
Buddha, is not far from here.
Sarnath, where Lord Buddha
gave the �rst sermon, is also
within a radius of 100-250
km. Bodh Gaya, where Budd-
ha attained enlightenment,

is also a few hours away.
With the launch of this air-
port, I, as a representative of
Poorvanchal, have also ful-
�lled one of my commit-
ments to this region,” Mr.
Modi said. 

With the Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly election slated for
early next year, several Un-
ion Ministers had also �own
in from Delhi.

Apart from Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Minister of State for External
A�airs Meenakshi Lekhi,
Tourism Minister G. Kishan

Reddy, Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju and Minister of State
for Parliamentary A�airs Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal were
present.

Air India privatisation
In his �rst comments on Air
India since privatisation, Mr.
Modi said, “The decision on
Air India will give new ener-
gy to the aviation sector in
the country.”

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath said, “This will be Uttar
Pradesh’s ninth airport, se-
ven of which have been de-
veloped in the past seven
years alone. The State will
get 11 more airports in the
years to come, including two
international ones.”

Secretary of the Ministry
of Civil Aviation Rajiv Bansal
told The Hindu that Thailand
sends the largest number of
tourists to this region, and he
expected charter �ights from
there to Kushinagar to start
soon.

On the sidelines of the
Kushinagar airport inaugura-

tion, Mr. Namal Rajapaksa
presented to Mr. Modi a Sin-
hala-Tamil-English transla-
tion of the Bhagavad Gita.

The Sri Lankan delegation
also brought relics from the
‘Rajaguru Sri Subhuthi Maha
Vihara’, a famed Buddhist
shrine located 40 km south
of Colombo. 

Indian o�cials would or-
ganise an exposition of the
relics in several cities, in-
cluding Kushinagar and Sar-
nath, a statement from the
Indian High Commission in
Colombo said. The Sri Lan-
kan delegation would visit
Varanasi and o�er prayers at
the Kashi Vishwanath
temple.

On Wednesday, Mr. Namal
Rajapaksa met Foreign Se-
cretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla and had a “cordial
and productive conversa-
tion,” the Indian mission said
in a tweet. 

(With inputs from
Suhasini Haidar in New

Delhi and Meera Srinivasan
in Colombo)

Kushinagar now hub of Buddhist tourist circuit
Prime Minister inaugurates airport, says focus is on developing places associated with Lord Buddha

Pilgrims way: PM Narendra Modi with a Sri Lankan delegation,
led by Minister Namal Rajapaksa, in Kushinagar. * PTI

JAGRITI CHANDRA
KUSHINAGAR
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The northeast monsoon is
expected to set in over Ta-
mil Nadu on October 26. 

Northeasterly winds are
likely to set in at the lower
tropospheric levels over
the Bay of Bengal that day,
leading to the parallel re-
treat of the southwest mon-
soon and start of the north-
east monsoon in the sout-
hern peninsular region. 

NE monsoon
to set in over
T.N. on Oct. 26 
Special Correspondent
CHENNAI

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 2

“Normally, the northeast
monsoon sets in around Oc-
tober 20. The prolonged
southwest monsoon has led
to the delay in onset this
year. The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) is
monitoring the changes in
the weather pattern,” said S.
Balachandran, Deputy Di-
rector-General of Meteorol-
ogy, Chennai. 

The IMD has also forecast
a fairly widespread rainfall
over the State till October
24. A cyclonic circulation
that lies over south Tamil
Nadu and a trough extend-
ing from the weather system
to the northern parts would
trigger isolated intense rain-
fall, particularly over dis-
tricts in the south and those
along the Western Ghats, on
Thursday, he said.

Nearly 22 districts, in-
cluding Tiruchi, the Nilgiris,
Namakkal, Salem, Kallakuri-
chi and Vellore, are likely to
experience heavy to very
heavy rainfall at one or two
places. The coastal region is
likely to receive light to
moderate rainfall on Thurs-
day. Many places in the State
and Puducherry would con-
tinue to receive rainfall of

di�erent intensity till the
weekend.

Chennai humid
In Chennai, o�cials said the
increase in moisture in wind
during the transition period
led to such a humid weath-
er. Thunderstorm with light
rain is expected in some
areas till Friday, and the
maximum temperature may
remain around 35 degrees
Celsius, three degrees above
normal, as it was on
Wednesday.

Weather experts noted
that many parts of Tamil Na-
du had already received a
signi�cant share of their an-
nual rainfall. They predict-
ed a good northeast mon-
soon. Senior meteorologist
Y.E.A. Raj said a majority of
the places had already re-
ceived 70%-80% of the an-
nual rainfall. Chennai had
so far registered 90 cm
against its annual average of
140 cm. A positive southern
oscillation and the chances
of La Nina — the global
weather parameters that
have a strong in�uence on
monsoon — indicate sub-
dued northeast monsoon
rainfall. 

Northeast monsoon to
set in over T.N. on Oct. 26 
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The Army has signi�cantly
augmented its �repower
along the 1,300-km Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the
eastern sector, while also
bee�ng up overall defences
in the region, especially in
the Tawang sector, by inte-
grating various services in
real time through automa-
tion. 

This includes upgraded
L-70 air defence guns, M777
Ultra Light Howitzers, and
automated and electronic
fusion of Bofors and other
artillery guns deployed
along the LAC.

Integration of arms
The Army has set up “inte-
grated defended localities”
at several locations along the
LAC. These integrate various
arms of the Army such as in-
fantry, engineers, artillery,
air defence, aviation and al-
so the �ghter aircraft of the
Air Force, to respond to any
threat in real time and bring
in maximum �repower, ex-

plained Maj. Rufus Johnson,
a Company Commander at
one such locality near the
LAC near Bumla in Aruna-
chal Pradesh. 

Talking of the signi�cance
of integrated defences built
around the Bumla area, Maj.
Johnson said there were pri-
marily two approaches for
the enemy to move towards
Tawang, 35 km from the
LAC. One was the valley af-
ter the ridgeline of the LAC
and the road from Bumla to
Tawang for a stretch of 35
km. Dominating this area
would help in thwarting the
enemy’s plans.

Speaking of the upgraded
L-70 air defence guns, Capt.
Sariya Abbasi, an Air De-
fence o�cer posted in the
Tawang sector near the LAC,
said this was their �rst de-
ployment in high altitude
areas across the country.

The M-777 Ultra-Light Ho-
witzers inducted in Novem-
ber 2018 have been de-
ployed all along the LAC.
The M777 is a 155-mm, 39-ca-
libre towed artillery gun and
weighs just four tonnes.

The M777 had given signif-
icant �exibility in employ-
ment options for long range
�re power, one o�cer said.

‘Integrated defended localities’ set up at several locations
Dinakar Peri
BUMLA 

On the frontline: Bofors guns deployed in the Tawang sector
near the LAC. * DINAKAR PERI

Army strengthens �repower
along LAC in eastern sector

India joined a 10-nation
statement recognising the
“new reality” of the Taliban
in power in Afghanistan at
the Moscow format meeting
on Wednesday, as Indian of-
�cials reportedly met Tali-
ban Deputy Prime Minister
Abdul Salam Hana� and of-
fered humanitarian aid to
the regime in Kabul. 

News of the meeting bet-
ween the Taliban delegation
and J.P. Singh, Joint Secre-
tary for Pakistan-Afghanis-
tan-Iran, Ministry of Exter-
nal A�airs, was reported
over the Twitter handle of
the Taliban Deputy Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minis-

ter and spokesperson, Zabi-
hullah Mujahid. 

The MEA made no imme-
diate comment, but Govern-
ment sources con�rmed to
The Hindu that the meeting

had taken place, and India
was considering donation of
a large consignment of
wheat and other aid to Af-
ghanistan. 

“Both sides considered it

necessary to take into ac-
count each other’s concerns
and improve diplomatic and
economic relations. The In-
dian side �nally expressed
readiness to provide a wide
range of humanitarian assis-
tance to the Afghans,” Mr.
Mujahid said in a series of
tweets announcing the
meeting between “the Spe-
cial Representative of India
for Iran, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan” and Mr. Hana� in
Moscow. 

This would be the �rst
time India has o�cially an-
nounced aid for Afghanistan
after the August 15 takeover
of Kabul by the Taliban. 

Indian team meets Taliban Dy. PM
In Moscow, 10-nation statement recognises the ‘new reality’ in Afghanistan

New equations: Members of the Taliban Government
delegation in Moscow on Wednesday. * AP

Suhasini Haidar 
NEW DELHI
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another multi-country
meeting in Doha that includ-
ed Taliban representatives
as well. However, this is the
�rst such o�cial participa-
tion by India where the de-
legation, which also in-
cludes MEA Joint secretary
for Eurasia Adarsh Swaika
met directly with Taliban of-
�cials who are part of the
new regime in Kabul that re-
mains unrecognised by any
country.

Donor conference
The Moscow format meet-
ing, part of a series of meet-
ings on Afghanistan since
2017, concluded with a pro-
posal to launch a collective
initiative for an internation-
al donor conference con-
vened by the United Nations
to collect funds for Afghan-
istan’s economic and �nan-
cial reconstruction.

The U.S. did not send any
representative to the meet-
ing, in a possible indication
of the Biden administra-
tion’s waning interest in Af-
ghanistan, with a renewed
focus on groupings in the In-
do-Paci�c, a move Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov criticised. 

India was also a signatory to
the joint statement issued
by representatives of China,
Iran, Russia, Pakistan, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turk-
menistan, Tajikistan and Uz-
bekistan which called on
the Taliban to keep their
commitment on forming an
“inclusive” government and
ensuring that their territory
is not used by terror groups
to threaten the security of
other countries, curb tran-
snational drug routes and
pursue “friendly relations”
with neighbouring coun-
tries. 

“It was stated that further
practical engagement with
Afghanistan needed to take
into account the new reality,
that is the Taliban coming to
power in the country, irres-
pective of the o�cial recog-
nition of the new Afghan go-
vernment by the
international community,”
the statement said, marking
a decided shift in India’s
previously tough stand on
engaging the Taliban. 

In the past few months,
the Indian Ambassador in
Doha has met with Taliban
representatives and an In-
dian delegation took part in

Indian team meets
Taliban Deputy PM

International tax jurisprudence re-
ceived a shot in the arm when 130
countries agreed to introduce a new
global tax regime for taxing multina-
tional corporations (MNCs) operating
the globe over. For over a century
now, the corporate tax system was
based on the application of the twin
principles of the source rule and the
residence rule. All that a MNC had to
do to avoid high tax in a country
where they did business was to get
registered in a tax haven. Globalisa-
tion allowed MNCs to replace fears of
double taxation with the joys of dou-
ble non-taxation by exploiting mis-
matches between the tax laws of va-
rious countries and by cutting
taxable pro�ts. A digitalised world
made their task easier. 

Tax havens came in handy for the
MNCs. It became easier with the rise
of intangible assets, which could easi-
ly be shifted from one country to
another. But shifting of pro�ts to low
tax havens deprived poor countries
of revenue by as much as 5% as com-
pared to an alternative system where
pro�ts are taxed based on the cur-
rent location of companies, reve-
nues, their employees and their wage
codes. Small countries wanted in-
vestments on a grand scale. That
could be achieved with low direct
taxes. Countries like Belgium, Bri-
tain, India and Indonesia brought in
Digital Services Taxes on the local
sales of foreign �rms with online plat-
forms. The U.S. objected and threa-
tened retaliatory tari�s.

Hence, realisation dawned on all
the countries that the time had come
for a radical change in the tax system.
U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
announced that it was time to end
the “race to the bottom” on corpo-
rate tax. Egged on by the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), 130 countries
achieved a historic agreement in June
on a more stable and fairer interna-
tional tax architecture. As per the
agreement, MNCs would no longer
pay taxes in the country where they
register their headquarters for tax
purposes, but would pay in the coun-
try where they generate their sales. A
minimum global tax of 15% on pro�ts
would be introduced in all countries.

How did this happen? The Global
Financial Crisis of 2008 forced all
countries to change the international
tax rules to prevent base erosion and
pro�t shifting. Anti-abuse provisions,
new transfer pricing documentation
provisions, countering harmful tax
practices more e�ectively taking into
account transparency and economic
substance and the introduction of an
e�ective dispute resolution mechan-
ism were the objectives that were
agreed upon.

The OECD estimates that the pro-
posal to levy 15% minimum tax on
global corporations that do business
in each country would fetch addition-
al $150 billion per year and move tax-
ing rights of over $100 billion in pro-
�ts to di�erent countries. Taxing
rights would be reallocated so that a
slice of the pro�ts could be levied ac-
cording to the location of a compa-
ny’s sales. A minimum rate of 15%
would be levied on such a slice of
pro�ts. As per the agreement, coun-
tries where MNCs operate would get
the right to tax at least 20% of the
pro�ts exceeding a 10% margin. 

India, China, Russia, Germany and
other countries have signed the
agreement, which has to be imple-
mented from 2023. But there are hur-
dles to cross. India would have to re-
consider the equalisation levy.
Revenue from the equalisation levy
should be compared with the 15%
global minimum tax. The Ministry of
Finance said signi�cant issues, in-
cluding the share of pro�t allocation
and the scope of subject-to-tax rules,
would have to be addressed and a
consensus agreement had been
reached on October 8. The draft rules
would reset the system for interna-
tional taxation and subject MNCs to
new nexus and pro�t allocation
rules.

Simultaneous implementation of
the law by all the signatories to the
agreement would be a stupendous
job. If achieved, it may herald the
dawn of the ‘Golden Era’ of direct
taxes. Revamping India’s Direct Tax
Code to sail with the concept of glo-
bal minimum tax requires e�ort,
which is easier said than done.

T.C.A. Ramanujam is Chief Commissioner of
Income Tax (retd.) and an advocate of the
Madras High Court. T.C.A. Sangeetha is an
advocate of the Madras High Court

The global tax revolution 
New regime may bring in ‘Golden Era’ of direct taxes

T.C.A. Ramanujam 
T.C.A. Sangeetha
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Arecent advisory from the National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) emphasising the need to avoid
derogatory references to the LGBTQIA+ com-

munity in medical textbooks or teaching methods has
underscored the value of institutional awareness on is-
sues concerning queer and trans people. The advisory
came after the Madras High Court voiced concern over
“unscienti�c and derogatory information” in some text-
books. The NMC cautioned medical universities, colleg-
es and other institutions to avoid such references while
teaching subjects relating to gender. The institutions
were also asked not to approve books with such refe-
rences, while textbook authors were instructed to
amend what has been written on issues such as virgin-
ity and homosexuality. The circular represents the frui-
tion of e�orts by Justice N. Anand Venkatesh, who
framed guidelines in an order in June, to protect the
community’s rights. He had expanded the scope of a
writ petition �led by a lesbian couple for protection
against harassment into one that went into the status of
those who did not conform to gender identity assigned
at birth or to hetero-normative sexual orientation. The
court’s attention was then drawn to psychiatry, forensic
medicine and toxicology textbooks. Justice Venkatesh
had suggested that the NMC and the Indian Psychiatric
Society bring in necessary changes in the curriculum.

The judge had directed the police not to harass sex-
ual minorities, but later noted with consternation that
such harassment was not only continuing, but some-
times extended to NGOs and other allies of the
LGBTQIA+ community. He mooted changes to the pol-
ice conduct rules to provide for punishing erring police
personnel in this regard. He also noted disparaging re-
ferences in the media. He found that a psychiatrist had
referred a gay man for cognitive behavioural therapy,
while prescribing anti-depressants and drugs meant to
treat erectile dysfunction under the wrong impression
that sexual orientation required some sort of therapy.
In the course of the hearing, the judge had subjected
himself to counselling so that he could overcome his
own mindset, limitations in understanding and lack of
exposure to issues of gender non-conformity and to go
beyond the binary understanding of sex and sexuality.
Judicial intervention generally has a salutary e�ect on
the behaviour of the state, its institutions and struc-
tures. However, barring speci�c directions, the spirit of
judicial orders, especially with regard to social issues,
rarely percolates to every limb of the administration.
The queer and gender non-conforming people have
found an ally in the court, but they would need greater
e�ort on the part of the authorities at various levels, if
their rights are to be protected. In any case, any change
in law in terms of recognising same-sex relations or un-
derstanding self-identi�cation of gender must be com-
plemented by an attitudinal change in society at large.

For change
Changes in law on same-sex relations must be

along with an attitudinal change in society

Initially, there was a huge debate on whether
there was a coal crisis at all. We aren’t dis-
cussing coal any more. Hence, wasn’t there a
crisis? Or, if there was one, is it all over?

“Crisis” is a subjective term. There are no
objective criteria of determining whether
there is a crisis or not. However, “shortage”
can be determined objectively. No one can
deny the fact that the supply of coal in India
is well below the demand. Whereas the de-
mand is nearly a billion million tonnes (MT),
the supply is well below 800 MT within the
country. When this shortage becomes acute,
in terms of the availability of coal at power
plants, it is sometimes called a crisis. The
acute shortage can be on the account of pro-
duction, an increased demand or a failure of
supply chain management when the stocks
are su�cient at the pit head but requisite
supply is not made to the power plants.

Coal crises keep recurring in the country
primarily due to the shortage in coal produc-
tion. Ironically, India sits on 300 billion MT
of coal and, as mentioned earlier, our annual
requirement is around a billion MT per an-
num. A similar crisis had occurred in 2014.
Back then, it was on account of a Comptroll-
er and Auditor General who played to the
gallery after making his calculations just like
an accountant. It led to devastating conse-
quences and coal production su�ered. The
crisis was managed through meticulous
planning and execution.

The immediate coal crisis is attributed to
an increase in the demand for power on ac-
count of the post-pandemic economic recov-
ery, an increase in international prices of
coal, unseasonal rainfall and a mismanage-
ment of the supply chain within the country.
Apparently, some of it has been managed
and we are no longer discussing the crisis.
No one seems to be talking about the stagna-
tion in the production of coal by Coal India
Limited (CIL). The production has stood at
600 MT for the past three years. Had the pro-
duction grown at the rate at which it was in-
creasing (8-9%) during 2014-16, the current
production of CIL itself would have been
more than 750 MT. Also not being discussed
is the stagnant coal production from the
non-CIL domain. A number of mines were al-
located to entities other than CIL. Why ha-
ven’t these mines augmented coal produc-
tion? Non-CIL coal production fell from 128
MT in 2019-20 to 120 MT in 2020-21. The de-

pendence on imported coal increased and,
hence, when the international prices shot
up, as they did recently, there is a crisis.

The crisis will recur in case the coal pro-
duction is not augmented. How then can the
production of coal be increased? Some of the
answers lies in what happened during
2014-16.

Supported, not monitored
CIL has a fabulous team. It needs to be sup-
ported and not “monitored”. The Union Go-
vernment has an important role to play. CIL
should focus on mining. Government o�c-
ers should interact with the States, but be-
fore that, this ongoing “war” between the
Union Government and the States will have
to stop. Ironically, all the coal resides in
States that are ruled by non-National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) parties. O�cers from
the Union Government will have to go down
to the States, convey a value proposition and
sit with State-level o�cers to resolve issues
related to land acquisition and forest clea-
rances. During 2014-16 not a single meeting
with the States was held in Delhi. All meet-
ings were held at the State headquarters.
The Union Government will also have to take
up clearance-related issues with the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

CIL, which had reserves of around
₹35,000 crore in 2015, now appears to be
strapped for funds, especially cash �ows as
power generating companies (GENCOs) owe
more than ₹20,000 crore to CIL. Funds will
have to be arranged for the expansion of ex-
isting mines as well as the opening of new
ones. First, the Union Government should
stop squeezing more funds out of CIL as it
has done during the past few years by way of
dividends to balance its own Budget, when
this money should have been used for open-
ing new mines and expanding existing ones.
Second, it should consider providing cash to
CIL against the dues owed by GENCOs. Non-
CIL production will have to be augmented.
There was an inter-ministerial Coal Project
Monitoring Group (CPMG), which was set up
in 2015 to fast-track clearances, that became
dormant. This will need to be revived.

The coal crisis may be temporarily over,
but if the fundamentals of the crisis are not
taken care of, it is likely to recur. What also
needs to be looked at is the �nancial crisis
that is brewing in the power sector. GENCOs
have a receivable of more ₹2,00,000 crore
from distribution companies. They, in turn,
owe more than ₹20,000 crore to CIL. There
is, hence, a serious cash crunch though most
of these entities show pro�t in their balance
sheets.

Anil Swarup is a retired civil servant and a former
Secretary in the Government of India

Is the coal crisis over?
The supply of coal in India is well below the demand

Anil Swarup
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India, the world’s third-lar-
gest energy consumer, on
Wednesday warned that
high oil prices will under-
mine global economic recov-
ery, and nudged Saudi Ara-
bia and other OPEC nations
to work towards a�ordable
and reliable supplies.

Petrol and diesel prices
have hit record highs across
the country after relentless
price increases since May.

“If energy prices remain
high, global economic recov-
ery will be undermined,” Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas Mi-
nister Hardeep Singh Puri
said at the India Energy Fo-
rum by CERAWeek.

Global oil prices crashed
to $19 per barrel in April
2020 as demand evaporated
with most nations clamping

lockdowns to control the
spread of the novel coronavi-
rus. 

Demand recovered this
year as vaccination against
the infection revived econo-
mies worldwide.

International benchmark
Brent crude has since rallied
to $84 per barrel.

This, he said, had made
fuel expensive and was stok-
ing fears of in�ation.

Mr. Puri said India’s oil im-

port bill had climbed from
$8.8 billion in June 2020
quarter to $24 billion this
year because of a spike in
global oil prices.

‘Energy access crucial’
“India believes energy ac-
cess has to be reliable, a�or-
dable and sustainable,” he
said adding economic recov-
ery after a devastating pan-
demic had been fragile and it
was further being threa-
tened by the high prices.

India, which imports al-
most two-thirds of its oil
needs from West Asia, has
told oil producers, including
the Organisation of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries
(OPEC), that high crude pric-
es will hasten the transition
to alternate fuels and such
rates will be counter-produc-
tive for the producers.

Mr. Puri has in recent
weeks �agged the issue of
high oil prices to Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar,
the U.S., Russia and Bahrain.
He conveyed India’s strong
preference for responsible
and reasonable pricing,
which was mutually bene�-
cial for consumers and
producers.

Mr. Puri said volatility in
international prices was not
just hurting India but also in-
dustrialised nations.

While the world had be-
gun the transition towards
cleaner fuels such as electric-
powered vehicles and hydro-
gen, most nations were still
dependent on oil to fuel their
economies. And high oil
prices would hurt the recov-
ery in demand.

India is 85% dependent on
imports to meet its oil needs. 

‘High oil prices will sap global recovery’
Puri urges Saudi Arabia, other OPEC nations to work towards a�ordable and reliable supplies
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

Dearer by the day: India’s oil import bill rose to $24 billion,
from $8.8 billion in June 2020, says Puri. * VIJAY SONEJI

The Centre has identi�ed a
Maharashtra-based expor-
ter as the source of the bro-
ken rice �agged in Europe
as contaminated with genet-
ic modi�cations (GM) earlier
this year, the Commerce Mi-
nistry said on Wednesday. 

It added that the 500-
tonne consignment was gi-
ven a non-GMO certi�cation
by an independent agency.

While reiterating that GM
rice is not grown commer-
cially in India, the Ministry

asked genetic and rice ex-
perts, including the Indian
Agricultural Research Insti-
tute (IARI), to investigate. 

IARI Director A.K. Singh
told The Hindu that the Eu-
ropean Commission must
share details of speci�c ge-
netic markers found in the
consignment, so that it
could be tracked to ascer-
tain if there were any linkag-
es to any of the approved
�eld trials of GM rice in
India.

Maharashtra �rm sold
‘GM-contaminated’ rice
Priscilla Jebaraj
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8
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Since June, the export of about 500 tonnes of rice
from India has triggered an uproar in several Eu-
ropean countries on the grounds that it was genet-

ically modi�ed (GM) rice. This emerged during a check
by the European Commission’s Rapid Alert System for
Food and Feed that was testing rice �our by the French
company Westhove. In June, France had issued a noti�-
cation for unauthorised GM rice �our, identifying India
as the point of origin, and alerting Austria, Belgium, the
Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Po-
land, Spain, the U.K. and the U.S. as the possible desti-
nation of products made with the �our. So in August,
the American food products company Mars, fearing GM
contamination, announced that it was recalling four of
its product lines of ‘Crispy M&M’. GM-free rice that is
tagged as ‘organic rice’ is among India’s high-value ex-
ports worth ₹63,000 crore annually. India does not per-
mit the commercial cultivation of GM rice, but research
groups are testing varieties of such rice in trial plots. So
the suspicion is that rice from some of these test-plots
may have “leaked” into the exported product. The In-
dian government has denied this possibility with a
Commerce Ministry spokesperson alleging that the
contamination may have happened in Europe “to cut
costs”. However, India has indicated that it will com-
mission an investigation involving its scienti�c bodies.

India’s history of crop modi�cation using GM is one
of test-plants �nding their way to commercial cultivars
before they were formally cleared. Thus, Bt-cotton was
widely prevalent in farmer �elds before being cleared.
Though they have not been cleared, Bt-brinjal and her-
bicide-tolerant cotton varieties too have been detected
in farmer �elds. Though the Genetic Engineering Ap-
praisal Committee is the apex regulator of GM crops, it
is mandated that trials of GM crops obtain permission
from States. Because of the close connections between
farmers and State agriculture universities, which are
continuously testing new varieties of crops employing
all kinds of scienti�c experiments ranging from intro-
ducing transgenes to other non-transgenic modi�cation
methods, and the challenges of ensuring that trial plots
are strictly segregated from farms, there is a possibility
that seeds may transfer within plots. Because many In-
dian farmers are dependent on European imports, the
Centre must rush to assuage importers that India’s pro-
duce is compliant with trade demands. The fractious
history of GM crops in India means that passions often
rule over reason on questions of the safety of GM crops,
and so India must also move to ensure that research in-
to all approaches — GM or non GM — should not become
a casualty in this matter of export-quality compliance.

Plugging the leak
India must assuage importers that its produce
is compliant with trade demands on GM foods
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If climate negotiations are com-
pared to a game of diplomatic
chess, Article 6 of the Paris

Agreement would be the king to be
checkmated and captured for con-
cluding the Paris Agreement Work
Programme (PAWP) at the 26th
Conference of the Parties (COP26)
to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement introduces provisions
for using international carbon
markets to facilitate ful�lment of
Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions (NDCs) by countries. The
success of COP26 at Glasgow hing-
es, to a great extent, on the conclu-
sion of carbon markets discus-
sions. Despite several rounds of
high-level meetings, it remains
one of the most technical and
highly contentious unresolved is-
sues of the PAWP. 

A sensitive issue
Developing countries, particularly
India, China and Brazil, gained sig-
ni�cantly from the carbon market
under the Clean Development Me-
chanism (CDM) of the Kyoto Proto-
col. India registered 1,703 projects
under the CDM which is the se-
cond highest in the world. Total
carbon credits known as Certi�ed
Emission Reductions (CERs) is-
sued for these projects are around
255 million which corresponds to

an overall anticipated in�ow of ap-
proximately U.S.$2.55 billion in
the country at a conservative price
of U.S.$10 per CER. Therefore, log-
ically, India has a lot to gain from a
thriving carbon market. However,
with the rati�cation of the Paris
Agreement, the rules of the game
have changed. 

Unlike the Kyoto Protocol, now
even developing countries are re-
quired to have mitigation targets.
Developing countries are faced
with a dilemma of either selling
their carbon credits in return for
lucrative foreign investment �ows
or use these credits to achieve
their own mitigation targets. This
has made Article 6 a highly sensi-
tive issue that requires careful ba-
lancing of interests and
expectations.

What should be debated
For developing countries, the new
market mechanism is much more
than a tool for achieving mitiga-
tion targets under the NDCs. Much
like its predecessor, it should help
promote sustainable development
and assist climate change adapta-
tion in the developing countries. It
should encourage private sector
participation and attract foreign
investments to support low car-
bon development. While over 50%
of the countries have communicat-
ed their intention of using market
mechanisms to achieve NDC tar-
gets, India is not one of them as it
aims to rely on domestic mitiga-
tion e�orts to meet its NDC goals.
It is the developed countries that
would rely more on market me-
chanisms for achieving their cli-
mate targets as they would be
comparatively low-cost options.

The three critical issues that
would be hotly debated in Article
6 negotiating rooms are CDM
Transition, Accounting rules and
Share of Proceeds to the Adapta-
tion Fund. Let us examine them
one by one.

CDM transition: The CDM pro-
jects have gone through due dili-
gence and credits have been is-
sued under UNFCCC oversight.
Therefore, the Article 6 mechan-
ism should honour the previous
decisions and allow for a smooth
transition of these projects and
credits to ensure not only the via-
bility of these projects but also in-
spire trust among the private in-
vestors in the UNFCCC
decision-making process.

However, some countries have
cast doubts on the environmental
integrity of these credits and while
there is greater acceptance for
transition of projects/activities,
the same is not the case for transi-
tion of credits. If the decision re-
garding transition of CDM is not fa-
vourable, it could lead to a loss of
billions of dollars worth of poten-
tial revenue to India alone. A possi-
ble landing zone can be that the
new supervisory body to be
formed under the Paris Agree-
ment can re-examine the validity
and rigour of such credits. 

Accounting rules: Article 6.4

mechanism is meant to incentivise
the private sector and public enti-
ties to undertake mitigation activi-
ties for sustainable development.
Under this mechanism, a country
can purchase emission reductions
from public and private entities of
the host country and use it to meet
its NDC targets. However, this does
not automatically imply that emis-
sion reductions transferred from a
host country be adjusted against
its NDC targets. It must be appre-
ciated that these reductions repre-
sent additional e�orts of the priv-
ate sector or public entities to
mitigate greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and in fact raise global cli-
mate ambition. This is also in line
with the provision of Article 6.5 of
the Paris Agreement wherein the
host country is not required to un-
dertake corresponding adjust-
ment for the projects outside its
NDC. 

The path ahead
Being a developing country, India
does not need to undertake eco-
nomy-wide emission reduction
targets at this stage of its develop-
ment. This means, not all mitiga-
tion actions fall within the pur-
view of its NDC. Therefore, it can
signi�cantly gain from the market
mechanism under Article 6.4 by
selling emission reductions that lie
outside its NDC. The counter view
of developed countries, that this
will deter raising ambition levels,
is �awed as such e�orts will in fact
be additional to what have been
committed in the NDC. Robust ac-
counting will ensure that there will
be no double-counting of emission
reductions.

Share of Proceeds (SOP) to the

Adaptation Fund: For developing
countries, adaptation is a necessi-
ty. However, it remains severely
underfunded compared to �nanc-
ing for mitigation activities. While
developing countries emphasise
that the SOP must be uniformly
applied to Articles 6.2 and 6.4 to
fund adaptation, developed coun-
tries want to restrict its applica-
tion to Article 6.4. This would dis-
incentivise the Article 6.4
mechanism and limit voluntary
cooperation to the cooperative ap-
proaches under Article 6.2 fa-
voured by developed countries.

In a way, carbon markets allow
developed countries to keep emit-
ting greenhouse gases while deve-
loping countries bene�t from the
revenue generated from the sale of
their carbon credits. Central to the
discussions on Article 6 is equita-
ble sharing of carbon and develop-
mental space. Climate justice de-
mands that developing countries
get access to their fair share of glo-
bal carbon space. As developing
countries are nudged to take grea-
ter mitigation responsibilities, a fa-
cilitative carbon market mechan-
ism that respects the principles
enshrined in UNFCCC would
greatly help accelerate their transi-
tion to low carbon development
and would be a win-win solution
for all countries.

Ravi S. Prasad was Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change and Chief Negotiator,
Climate Change – India (till February
2021). He is now Additional Chief
Secretary and Agriculture Production
Commissioner (Agriculture, Veterinary
and Fisheries), Government of Assam. 
The views expressed are personal

The carbon markets conundrum at COP26
Success in Glasgow hinges to a great extent on the conclusion of one of the most technical and highly contentious issues

Ravi S. Prasad
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Subramanian Swamy

National security concepts
have, in the two decades of
the 21st century, undergone

fundamental changes. These fun-
damental changes reveal that a
large country, in terms of size of
geography, population and GDP,
will not deter any country. Cyber
warfare has vastly reduced the de-
terrent value of these sizes since
cyber weaponry will be available
even to small island countries, and
the capacity to cause devastation
to a large nation by cyber warfare
is within the reach of even small
and poorer nations.

An equaliser
Innovations in weapons moved
from stones in the pre-historic era,
to bows and arrows, and later to
cannons and guns in the 19th cen-
tury. These were followed by aero-
planes, nuclear bombs, and inter-
continental missiles in the 20th
century. In the 21st century, the
world is moving to cyber weapons-
based warfare which will also im-
mobilise current tangible ad-
vanced weapon systems in a war.

Therefore, in the 21st century,
after cybertechnology enters as an
important variable in nations’ de-
fence policies, the size of a coun-
try will cease to matter. Sri Lanka,
or North Korea, empowered by cy-
bertechnology, will be equal to the
United States, Russia, India or Chi-

na, in their capability to cause un-
acceptable damage. Weapons in
the 21st century will merely mean
a cyber button on the desk of the
nation’s military and the leader of
the government. Geographical
land size or GDP size will be irrele-
vant in war-making capacity or
deterrence.

More innovations
These fundamental changes are
entirely due to the earlier 20th
century innovations in cybertech-
nology and software develop-
ments. Drones, robots, satellites
and advanced computers as wea-
pons are already in use. More in-
novations are around the corner.
Some examples of further innova-
tions are arti�cial intelligence and
nanotechnology.

Warfare, therefore, will be no
more just mobilisation of weapons
or be dependent on the size of the
armed forces of men. It will be
cyber warfare. From remote con-
trolled drones to arti�cial intelli-
gence driven weapons systems,
etc., will matter in the 21st century. 

Hence, national security in the
21st century covers not merely the
overt and covert operations but,
more crucially, electronic opera-
tions from a remote centre beyond
the front lines of ground forces or
air power to track enemy assets by
these newly weaponised cyber in-
struments of technology. Tracking
those cyber warfare centres of the
adversary will need a new national
security policy.

By credible accounts, China, re-
cently, publicly cautioned Indians
to sit up and take notice by using
cybertechnology to shut down
Mumbai’s electric supply in popu-

lated areas of the city, for a few
hours. This was to overawe In-
dians as we were clueless for hours
as to what went wrong till reports
emerged about a possible cyberat-
tack . Thus, each nation will have
to prepare more for bilateral con-
�icts in the 21st century that are
based on cyber warfare rather
than in multilateral acts of conven-
tional war or rely on military blocs
for mobilisation.

The four dimensions to this
National security at its root in the
21st century will depend on mind-
boggling skills in four dimensions:

Objectives: the objective of the
National Security Policy in the 21st
century is to de�ne what assets are
required to be defended, the iden-
tity of opponents who seek to ove-
rawe the people of a target nation,
by unfamiliar moves to cause dis-
orientation of people. Although
the novel coronavirus is perhaps
accidental, it has completely des-
tabilised peoples globally and
their governments in all nations of
the world over, and also derailed
the global economy because na-
tions were most unprepared for
such a pandemic, even concep-
tually. So far, nearly two years of
the pandemic have left several mil-
lions [or more] dead with most

economies having been driven to
the edge of disaster. Normal life
has been disrupted. Never before
has there been such a virus attack
of this dimension. This is a pre-
view of the kinds of threats that
await us in the coming decades
which a national security policy
will have to address by choosing a
nation’s priorities.

Priorities: In such scenarios of
uncertainties about the future in
the 21st century, national security
priorities will require new depart-
ments for supporting several fron-
tiers of innovation and technolo-
gies such as hydrogen fuel cells,
desalination of seawater, thorium
for nuclear technology, anti-com-
puter viruses, and new immunity-
creating medicines. This focus on
a new priority will require com-
pulsory science and mathematics
education, especially in applica-
tions for analytical subjects. Every
citizen will have to be alerted to
new remote controlled military
technology and be ready for it.

Strategy: The strategy required
for this new national security poli-
cy will be to anticipate our ene-
mies in many dimensions and by
demonstrative but limited pre-
emptive strikes by developing a
strategy of deterrence of the ene-
my. 

For India, it will be the China
cyber capability factor which is
the new threat for which it has to
devise a new strategy. 

The agenda for the new strategy
will be critical and emerging tech-
nologies, connectivity and infras-
tructure, cyber security and mari-
time security. But, alas, India by
trying to befriend nations on both
sides of the divide ended up with

no serious ally internationally. The
position of India is much like that
of the bat species in the
Panchatantra.

Methods to use
Resource mobilisation: The ma-
croeconomics of resource mobili-
sation depends on whether a na-
tion has ‘demand’ as an economic
de�cit or not. That means, for ex-
ample, if demand for a commodity
or service is in de�cit or insu�-
cient to clear the market of the
available supply of the same, then
liberal printing of currency and
placing it in the hands of consum-
ers is recommended for the eco-
nomy to recover the demand sup-
ply parity. This then is one way of
facilitating resource mobilisation
in a demand supply balanced mar-
ket. A way to increase demand is
by lowering the interest rate on
bank loans or raising the rates in
�xed deposits which will enable
banks to obtain liquidity and lend
liberally for enhancing investment
for production. 

If it is ‘supply’ that is short or in
de�cit compared to demand, then
special measures are required to
incentivise to encourage an in-
crease in supply. The bottomline is
that except for endowments of na-
ture, a true economist adept in
macroeconomics and inter-secto-
ral impact, will not despair for a
lack of resources. Macroeconom-
ics has many ways to generate re-
sources without taxation. Printing
of notes of currency is one way
when there is a demand shortage. 

Dr. Subramanian Swamy is a BJP Member
of Parliament and former Union Minister
for Law and Justice

The outlines of a national security policy 
Once cybertechnology becomes a key variable in the defence policies of a nation, land size or GDP size are irrelevant
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General Studies Paper I
A

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;

J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
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K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;

T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;
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V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV
A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


