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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi told a police meet on
Sunday that post-COVID-19,
there had been a positive
change in the police’s atti-
tude towards the general
public.

The Prime Minister ad-
dressed the valedictory ses-
sion of the three-day annual
DGPs’ conference that was
held in Lucknow in a hybrid
format this year. 

The conference was in-
augurated by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on No-
vember 19 where on stage he
was accompanied by the
three Ministers of State for
Home — Nityanand Rai, Ni-
sith Pramanik and Ajay Ku-
mar Mishra. Mr. Mishra,
whose son is accused of
mowing down farmers in
Lakhimpur Kheri in Uttar
Pradesh last month, was
conspicuously absent from
the group photo of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi with
the senior police o�cers on
Sunday.

National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval, Intelligence Bu-
reau Director Arvinda Ku-
mar, Home Secretary Ajay
Kumar Bhalla and the three

Ministers were there for the
photo session. Though Mr.
Mishra attended the confe-
rence on Friday and Satur-
day, he was not there on
Sunday. A day ago, Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra wrote to Mr.
Modi to sack Mr. Mishra and
not share the stage with him
at the conference. 

‘Earned trust’
Mr. Modi told the o�cers
that he had, in previous con-
ferences, observed that the
police used force and cur-
fews to resolve issues but
this time he saw the police
leadership serving the citi-
zens professionally and had
also earned their trust, a se-
nior o�cial who attended

the conference said.
Mr. Modi also called for an

analysis of all police-related
incidents and developing
case studies, to make it an in-
stitutionalised learning me-
chanism. 

“He called for constituting
a high-power police technol-
ogy mission, under the lea-
dership of Union Home Mi-
nister to adopt future
technologies for grassroots
policing requirements. Cit-
ing the importance of tech-
nology in the lives of the gen-
eral public, the Prime
Minister gave examples of
CoWIN, GeM and UPI,” a
Home Ministry statement
said. 

The conference was at-
tended by 62 DGPs and IGPs,

and DGs of the Central
Armed Police Forces. More
than 400 o�cers of various
ranks attended it virtually
from the Intelligence Bureau
o�ces.

SMART policing
In the run-up to the confe-
rence, various core groups of
DGPs were formed for dis-
cussions on key aspects of
national security such as pri-
son reforms, terrorism, Left
Wing extremism, cyber-
crimes, narcotics tra�cking,
foreign funding of NGOs,
drone-related matters, deve-
lopment of border villages,
among others, it said. 

“He suggested develop-
ment of inter-operable tech-
nologies which would bene-
�t police forces. …He also
suggested positive use of
drone technology. He
stressed on review of SMART
policing concept introduced
in 2014 and suggested deve-
lopment of a road map for its
continuous transformation
and institutionalisation. To
tackle some of the routine
challenges, he urged involve-
ment of highly quali�ed
youth to look for technologi-
cal solutions through hack-
athon,” the statement said. 

‘Post-COVID, positive change in
police attitude towards public’
PM says police leadership serving citizens professionally, and has earned trust
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Smart solutions: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah at the DGPs’ meet in Lucknow. * PTI
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In what is turning out to be a predictable sequence in
the annual ‘Swachh Survekshan’ awards, Indore was
ranked the cleanest city for the �fth year, followed

by Surat and Vijayawada. Chhattisgarh was the cleanest
State, for the third time, in the category of ‘States with
more than 100 urban local bodies’. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s constituency, Varanasi, won for the
cleanest ‘Ganga city’. The organiser, the Ministry of
Housing and Urban A�airs, surveyed 4,320 cities for
nearly a month and solicited feedback from 4.2 crore
people. The metrics (cities) were garbage disposal,
open defecation-free ratings, functionality and mainte-
nance of community toilets and safe management of
faecal sludge. The ‘Survekshan’ awards have a wide
range of categories that segregates cities based on their
population. While they attempt to capture the diversity
of urban agglomerations on the other, it is hard to de-
�ect criticism: every State has at least a few participants
who will top one category or the other, thus making the
process a giant appeasement scheme. Along with a ca-
tegory such as ‘States with over 100 urban local bodies
(ULB),’ where Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh were
ranked second and third, respectively, there was also a
top ranker for ‘State with less than 100 ULBs’ where
Jharkhand was judged the cleanest. Then there was a
category for a ‘Ganga’ city and separate population-
wise categories. This year there was a novel ‘Prerak
Daaur Samman’ that saw Indore, Surat, Navi Mumbai,
New Delhi Municipal Council and Tirupati categorised
as ‘divya’ (platinum). They were assessed for solid
waste management. Unsurprisingly, these were entities
that had already topped ranks in other categories.

Rankings serve two broad purposes: a publicity
boost and recognition for the other winners but also
motivation to climb higher on the totem pole. Though
the number of cities surveyed has increased since the
�rst edition of the survey in 2016, it appears that the
same cities — Indore, Surat, for instance — keep topping
the list. Six years is a good time to take stock of what the
ranking programme intends to achieve: is it motivating
cities to signi�cantly allocate resources towards im-
proving sanitation? Are cleaner cities cleaner because
they are better positioned to access State funds and
thus able to pull further away from other cities? Do
States focus their energies and funds in keeping some
cities clean to avail of a rank in any of the wide number
of categories? Reducing a metric as complex as sanita-
tion and cleanliness to blunt rankings can often induce
a false sense of progress. Both at the regional level and
at the Centre there should be more qualitative analysis
of whether India’s cities are getting cleaner in the aggre-
gate or if numbers are hiding inequity.

Sifting the pile
Rankings should force cities to get cleaner 

in the aggregate and not hide inequity
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Harsh V. Pant & 
Kartik Bommakanti

The only real substantive out-
come of last week’s virtual
summit between Presidents

Joe Biden and Xi Jinping has been
some uncon�rmed reports of the
two sides, the United States and
China, agreeing to hold strategic
nuclear talks sometime in the near
future. This development comes
against the backdrop of the China
Military Power Report (CMPR) re-
cently released by the Pentagon
that categorically underscores the
growing challenge posed by the in-
creasing capabilities of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China (PRC) and
its ambitions across various di-
mensions of military power. The
PRC’s nuclear capabilities, in par-
ticular, are undergoing a funda-
mental transformation and a shift
seems to be evident in both the
quantity and the quality of the
PRC’s atomic arsenal. Even before
the release of the CMPR, there was
signi�cant concern globally about
the trajectory of China’s strategic
capabilities. Con�rmation provid-
ed by the CMPR reveals four spec-
i�c areas where change is under-
way — quantitative strength,
atomic yield, delivery capabilities
and posture.

First is the size of the PRC’s nu-
clear arsenal, which is set to in-

crease. Hitherto, the PRC’s nuclear
arsenal has hovered at roughly
200 nuclear warheads, half of
which directed at the United States
(U.S.). By 2027, the CMPR esti-
mates that this number is likely to
increase to 700 weapons consist-
ing of varying yields which is three
and half times the current Chinese
warhead strength. 

Low-yield weapons, concerns
Second, the PRC is likely to privi-
lege expansion in the direction of
low-yield weapons. Low-yield wea-
pons have been an area of interest
and development for the PRC.
They are weapons meant for bat-
tle�eld use during conventional
military operations and against
conventional targets such as con-
centrations of armoured, artillery
and infantry forces. Lower yield
warheads help the PRC avoid caus-
ing collateral damage. Prior to the
release of the CMPR, evidence that
the PRC was testing low-yield dev-
ices has periodically surfaced in
years past. 

In April 2020, the U.S. State De-
partment’s Findings on Adhe-
rence to and Compliance with
Arms Control, Nonproliferation,
and Disarmament Agreements
and Commitments drew attention
to the PRC’s deliberate opacity in
the use of explosive containment
chambers and excavations at its
Lop Nur nuclear facility to test low
yield weapons and Beijing’s refu-
sal to grant permission to access
data from its International Moni-
toring System (IMS) stations to the
Data Centre under the operational
authority of the Preparatory Com-

mission for the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organiza-
tion (CTBTO). Actions of this kind
have evoked strategic concern and
increasingly con�rm that China’s
atomic arsenal consists of a large
number of low-yield weapons
ideal for battle�eld use. 

Third, these low-yield nuclear
warheads are also likely to �nd
their way into a key delivery capa-
bility — the PRC’s Dong-Feng-26
(DF-26) ballistic missile. This mis-
sile has already undergone deploy-
ment at Korla in the Xinjiang re-
gion in Western China. It is an
Intermediate-Range Ballistic Mis-
sile (IRBM) which is launched from
a Transporter Erector Launcher
(TEL). Indeed, the DF-26 has fea-
tured in extensive training exercis-
es west of Jilantai in inner Mongo-
lia. In addition to the DF-26, China
has also developed the JL-2 Sub-
marine Launched Ballistic Missiles
(SLBMs) with a range of 7,200 kilo-
metres capable of striking targets
across continental Asia.

A key shift
Finally, China’s move towards a
Launch on Warning (LoW) nuclear
posture marks an important shift

in the PRC’s commitment to ensur-
ing that no adversary doubts its
response in the event of a nuclear
�rst strike. A higher alert posture
not only risks reducing the thresh-
old for nuclear use in the form of
preemption but it could also sow
the seeds of miscalculation and
unintended nuclear use. 

Delhi needs to be cautious
The PRC’s nuclear competition
with the United States will have a
cascading e�ect. For India there
are some serious implications with
China’s increasingly minatory nu-
clear military capabilities. First,
the size of China’s nuclear arsenal
complicates the potency of India’s
nuclear arsenal and it is especially
true in the face of the PRC’s pur-
suit of missile defences in the form
of the HQ-19 interceptors, which
are speci�cally designed and deve-
loped to execute mid-course inter-
ception of medium-range ballistic
missiles. A signi�cantly larger Chi-
nese nuclear arsenal paired to mis-
sile defences will limit damage to
the PRC and more menacingly
threatens the survivability of the
Indian nuclear arsenal. 

Reinforcing this is Beijing’s pur-
suit of a Launch on Warning (LoW)
posture. Such a posture reduces
the decision time for any Indian
retaliatory nuclear strike in the
heat of a war or crisis and places
pressure on India to pursue its
own LoW. Despite Beijing’s pursuit
of No First Use (NFU), which is re-
versible, the PRC could also signif-
icantly degrade an Indian retalia-
tory strike if China chooses to
resort to First Use (FU) of nuclear

weapons, and even worse out-
rightly decapitate India’s nuclear
forces. Indian strategic planners
will have to think about the quanti-
tative nuclear balance and India’s
nuclear posture vis-à-vis the PRC. 

Additions, surveys by China
Finally, India must pay close atten-
tion to the sub-surface leg of the
PRC’s nuclear arsenal. Despite the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Chinese
have added two new Type 094 ( Jin
class) SSBNs/nuclear-powered bal-
listic-missile submarines to their
existing �eet. The maritime di-
mension of China’s nuclear capa-
bilities might not be an immediate
strategic challenge but will poten-
tially become one in the coming
years for New Delhi. The Chinese
Navy has carried out bathymetric
and ocean mapping surveys in the
Indian Ocean crucial to the execu-
tion of sub-surface military opera-
tions. The Bay of Bengal whose sea
depth is very conducive for nu-
clear submarine missions will
leave India exposed to a Chinese
atomic pincer from the maritime
domain in addition to the conti-
nental domain. New Delhi will
have to speci�cally watch the pat-
tern in the People Liberation Army
Navy’s (PLAN) nuclear submarine
deployments and address the de�-
cit in its subsurface nuclear deliv-
ery capabilities. 

Harsh V. Pant is Professor of International
Relations at King’s College London and
Director of Research at the Observer
Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi.
Kartik Bommakanti is a Fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation

Keeping a close eye on China’s nuclear capabilities
A Pentagon report highlights a transformation in both the quantity and the quality of its arsenal, which India must note 
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Stating that global security
reasons, border disputes
and maritime dominance
have forced countries to
move towards strengthening
their military power, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Sunday that some
“irresponsible nations”, for
narrow partisan interests,
keep on giving “new and in-
appropriate” interpretations
to international laws. These
are creating obstacles in the
path of a “rule-based mari-
time order”, the Minister
said.

Speaking at the commis-
sioning ceremony of the �rst
Project-15B class stealth
guided missile destroyer,
INS Visakhapatnam, in
Mumbai, Mr. Singh said, “In
the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) of 1982, territorial
waters of nations, exclusive
economic zones and the
principle of ‘Good order at
sea’ had been propounded.
Some irresponsible nations,
for the sake of their narrow
partisan interests, keep on
giving new and inappro-
priate interpretations to
these international laws

from hegemonic tendencies.
The arbitrary interpretations
create obstacles in the path
of a rule-based maritime
order.”

Freedom of navigation
“We envision a rule-based
Indo-Paci�c, with freedom
of navigation, free trade and
universal values, in which
the interests of all the parti-
cipating countries are pro-
tected,” Mr. Singh said.

Asserting that India’s in-

terests are directly linked
with the Indian Ocean and
the region is crucial for the
world economy, Mr. Singh
said challenges such as pira-
cy, terrorism, illegal smug-
gling of arms and narcotics,
human tra�cking, illegal
�shing and damage to the
environment are equally res-
ponsible for a�ecting the
maritime domain.

“Therefore, the role of the
Indian Navy becomes very
important in the entire Indo-

Paci�c region,” he said.
Describing the develop-

ment of indigenous aircraft
carrier Vikrant, which is un-
dergoing trials, as an miles-
tone in indigenous develop-
ment, Mr. Singh said: “The
carrier will increase our
reach from the Indian Ocean
to the Paci�c and Atlantic
Ocean. Its commissioning
will be a golden moment in
the history of the Indian de-
fence. It will be the best oc-
casion to celebrate the 75th

anniversary of India's inde-
pendence and the 50th anni-
versary of India's victory in
1971 war.”

INS Visakhapatnam is the
�rst of four P-15B ships de-
signed by the Navy’s Directo-
rate of Naval Design and con-
structed by Mazagaon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd., Mumbai.
It measures 163 m in length
and 17 m in breadth, has a
displacement of 7,400
tonnes and is propelled by
four gas turbines, in a com-
bined gas and gas (COGAG)
con�guration, capable of
achieving speeds in excess of
30 knots. 

The ship has enhanced
stealth features resulting in a
reduced Radar Cross Section
and is packed with sophisti-
cated state-of-the-art wea-
pons and sensors such as
BrahMos surface-to-surface
and Barak-8 surface-to-Air
missiles. Named after the
historic city of Andhra Pra-
desh on the east coast, Visak-
hapatnam, the ‘City of Desti-
ny’, the ship has a
complement of 315 person-
nel, the Navy said. 

The ship will be under the
command of Captain Biren-
dra Singh Bains, a Navigation
and Direction specialist.

Some nations stalling maritime order: Rajnath
Defence Minister commissions stealth-guided missile destroyer INS Visakhapatnam 

Maritime security: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and the Chief of the Naval Sta�, Admiral
Karambir Singh, during the commissioning of INS Visakhapatnam. * AFP

Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is expected to take part in U.S.
President Joseph Biden’s “Sum-
mit for Democracy”, o�cials
said, con�rming that the Go-
vernment has received an invi-
tation for him to take part in the
conference in virtual format on
December 9 and 10. 

Mr. Modi’s participation,
along with leaders of more than
100 countries invited, is expect-
ed to include “individual and
collective commitments to de-
fend democracy and human
rights at home and abroad”, ac-
cording to the White House an-
nouncement on the summit, in
a manner akin to the climate
change “goals” leaders at the
Glasgow summit spelt out. 

Mr. Biden, who had promised
the Summit during his election
campaign, also wants the
grouping to send a message to
the U.S.’s chief rivals China and
Russia, who are not invitees,
though both countries refer to

themselves as democracies.
The summit will follow close

on the heels of Mr. Modi’s an-
nual summit with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, and the 2+2
meeting of Indian and Russian
Foreign and Defence Ministers
on December 6, when the two
countries are expected to an-
nounce a number of bilateral
agreements and defence deals. 

Russia has been sharply criti-
cal of the Democracy Summit,
which Russian Foreign Minister

Sergey Lavrov called an attempt
to divide the world to garner
“maximum loyalty” from invi-
tees, while excluding other
countries such as Russia and
China. 

According to lists of invitee
countries reported in U.S. me-
dia, leaders of 108 countries
have been invited, including
four in the South and Central
Asian (SCA) region: India, the
Maldives, Nepal and Pakistan. It
is unclear whether other de-

mocracies in the region such as
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Bhu-
tan are also being invited, but
the omission of those countries
is just one of a number of as-
pects of the conference that is
raising eyebrows in New Delhi.

Afghanistan and Myanmar,
two countries in the region
where democratic governments
were overthrown forcibly this
year, are likely to be on the
agenda instead, as a key point of
discussion. The White House
has outlined three key themes:
“Defending against authoritar-
ianism”, “Addressing and �ght-
ing corruption”, and “Advanc-
ing respect for human rights”.

Another point of concern
would be the extent of commen-
tary about the quality of democ-
racy amongst the conference in-
vitees. India has traditionally
regarded issues of democracy
and human rights an “internal
matter” for the country, and in

the past few years, the Ministry
of External A�airs has rejected
attempts by the U.S., the Euro-
pean Union and the U.K. legisla-
ture to pass resolutions on is-
sues such as restrictions in
Jammu and Kashmir, and prot-
ests over the farm Bills and the
Citizenship Amendment Act. 

Conversely, the Modi Govern-
ment has also spoken quite
strongly about promoting de-
mocracy and full representa-
tion in the Maldives, Nepal and
Sri Lanka, while expressing con-
cerns about the rights of minor-
ities in Afghanistan, Bangladesh
and Pakistan, and it remains to
be seen whether Mr. Modi will
raise any of these issues during
the summit.

The summit follows months
after an attempt by the U.S. and
the U.K. to expand the G-7 meet-
ing into a “D-10” or group of 10
democracies that would repre-
sent 60% of the global popula-
tion, including Australia, India
and South Korea, along with the
G-7 group. 

PM likely to join Joe Biden’s Democracy Summit
Leaders expected to spell out commitments to protect democracy; Russia, China not invited to virtual meet

Strong bond: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with U.S. President Joe
Biden at the White House. * FILE PHOTO

Suhasini Haidar 
NEW DELHI
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Reacting to such de-
mands, Union Minister for
Minority A�airs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi said “commu-
nal politics” had begun
again on the issue. Speaking
at a mass wedding pro-
gramme in Rampur, the Mi-
nister said the Act had noth-
ing to do with removing
citizenship from Indians
and was about providing ci-
tizenship to oppressed mi-
norities from neighbouring
countries.

“Somebody says CAA
should be repealed and Arti-
cle 370 should be restored.
These people know very
well that CAA isn’t about
taking away citizenship but
providing citizenship to Hin-
dus, Sikhs and other op-
pressed minorities in Pakis-
tan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh,” Mr. Naqvi said.
“With the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370, over 370 problems
have been resolved in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and La-
dakh, and people have been
brought in the mainstream
of development ,” he said.

AASU adviser Samujjal K.
Bhattacharya said the farm-
ers’ persistence with prot-
ests had been a lesson for
those at the forefront of the
anti-CAA protests, which
had to be paused after the
pandemic. “We must make
the Centre scrap the CAA,
which is a serious threat to
the identity of the indige-
nous communities in the
Northeast, besides being
against the Constitution,” he
said. 

Appreciating the resi-
lience of the farmers of
northern India, Mr. Gogoi
appealed to all the organisa-
tions to relaunch the anti-
CAA movement together.
The Coordination Commit-
tee Against CAA, an umbrel-
la body that had steered the
protests in 2019 and the pre-
lockdown months of 2020,
has scheduled a protest on
December 12 to mark two
years of the anti-CAA stir.

The Jamaat-e-Ulema-e-
Hind and Amroha MP Dan-
ish Ali have also asked for
the roll back of CAA.

Anti-CAA protests 
gather fresh steam

The Prime Minister’s apology
to the nation for not being
able to convince a section of

the farming community about the
real intent of the Government in
enacting the farm legislations is
unprecedented. But it is not clear
why it was an apology to the na-
tion when only a section of the
farmers could not be convinced.
And then the apology is not for
enacting the three farm laws or
causing enormous su�ering to the
farmers. In any case it appears
that the farmers have clearly un-
derstood the intent; and that is the
reason why they did not go back to
their farms until the laws are re-
pealed. Now that the Prime Minis-
ter has informed the nation that
the Government is going to repeal
these laws, the farmers are under-
standably jubilant over their victo-
ry. This victory indeed takes In-
dia’s politics to a new phase — a
phase of robust non-political
movements with a certain staying
power. We do not know ultimately
what transformation it will bring
to India’s jaded politics. But one
thing becomes clear. The pro-
longed non-violent agitation by
the determined farmers and the �-
nal capitulation by a very powerful
Government augur well for India’s
democracy.

Trajectory and intent
The trajectory of the three farm
laws clearly shows the real intent
of the Government. These were
brought in �rst as ordinances
which was quite perplexing. First,
these laws have a far-reaching im-

pact on the farmers and it was ve-
ry improper and quite unwise to
push them through without taking
the farmers into con�dence.

Second, under Article 123 of the
Constitution the President can le-
gislate on a matter when there is
great urgency in the nature of an
emergency and the sitting of Par-
liament is quite some time away.
Farm laws which make radical
changes in the farm sector and af-
fect the life of farmers in very sig-
ni�cant ways do not have the kind
of urgency which necessitates im-
mediate legislation through the or-
dinances. Obviously, someone not
very familiar with the working of
Parliament must have advised the
Government to take the ordinance
route in order to avoid the stand-
ing committees’ scrutiny. It is a
wrong impression that Bills which
are brought to replace the ordi-
nances are not or cannot be re-
ferred to the standing committees
of Parliament. There is no such
restriction. The Speaker/Chair-
man has the authority to refer any
Bill except a money Bill to the
standing committees. 

It was being adventurous
These farm Bills should have been
referred to the standing commit-
tee on agriculture for a detailed
scrutiny. The committee could
have held comprehensive discus-
sions with the farmers. They
would have thus got an opportuni-
ty to present their views before the
committee and Parliament. In
fact, their main complaint was
that they were not consulted at
any stage before the ordinances
were issued. Radical changes in
the farm sector without having
any kind of consultation with the
farmers was nothing short of ad-
venturous. 

Parliament is a kind of shock ab-
sorber. Its systems have been de-
signed to address issues with a

cool head and �nd solutions. The
committees take the heat o� the is-
sues and deal with them in a ma-
ture manner by listening to all sta-
keholders. Parliament and its
systems require men who govern,
not to bypass it. 

House wisdom is invaluable
The English monarchs of the 13th
century, powerful and arrogant
though they were, felt the need to
consult the commoners for run-
ning the realm because they be-
came wiser after many battles and
wars. Parliament emerged from
these consultations. Consultation
with Parliament and its time ho-
noured system is a sobering and ci-
vilising necessity for governments
howsoever powerful they may
feel. The accumulated wisdom of
the Houses is an invaluable trea-
sure. It is very surprising why im-
portant Bills which are coming be-
fore Parliament are not being
referred to the committees. The
experience of centuries shows that
scrutiny of Bills by the committees
make better laws. The case of the
farm laws holds an important les-
son for this Government or any go-
vernment. A series of missteps led
to avoidable su�erings to the farm-
ers who do not normally leave
their farms and trudge along hun-
dreds of miles to agitate. They lost
700 of their brothers after being
exposed to the harshness of the
summer, winter and monsoon for

almost 14 months. Instead of using
water cannons and barricades,
had Parliament been allowed to in-
tervene, the head of the Govern-
ment would not have had to apolo-
gise to the nation. However, now
that the Government has decided
to repeal the farm laws, it will be
widely welcomed no matter what
political calculations have gone in-
to it.

These may be tactical moves
What next is an interesting ques-
tion because the farmers seem to
have decided to wait and watch.
They will wait till Parliament re-
peals these laws in the winter ses-
sion that commences on Novem-
ber 29. A tone of scepticism could
be detected in their reactions pre-
sumably because the Government
has not taken the position that
these farm laws are wrong or
harmful to the farmers. In fact the
Government is of the view that
these laws are necessary for re-
forming the farm sector. The pu-
blic apology has not changed that
position. So the apology and the
repeal of laws may be tactical
moves by the Government to tide
over the emerging political situa-
tion in certain regions of the Indo-
Gangetic Plain. Repealed laws can
be brought back in future may be
with certain modi�cations. There
are no legal hurdles in that. The
basic approach to corporatisation
of the farm sector has not been
abandoned.

A proper parliamentary scruti-
ny of pieces of legislation is the
best guarantee that sectoral inter-
est will not jeopardise basic na-
tional interest. Protection of farm-
ers is an essential part of national
interest. So, in any future legisla-
tion on farmers it is absolutely ne-
cessary to involve the systems of
Parliament fully so that a balanced
approach emerges. We must not
forget that the farm Bills were not

referred to either the standing
committee or a joint select com-
mittee of both Houses of Parlia-
ment as has been the practice ear-
lier. 

A missed step
In fact, available data shows that
Bills are very rarely referred to the
committees these days. House
rules have vested the discretion in
the presiding o�cers in the matter
of referring the Bills to commit-
tees. No reasoned decisions of the
presiding o�cers for not referring
them are available. Since detailed
examination of Bills by commit-
tees result in better laws, the pre-
siding o�cers may, in public inter-
est, refer all Bills to the
committees with few exceptions.
Although the relevant rule is not
happily worded, the intent is clear,
namely, that the committee
should examine all the important
Bills. In the light of the horrendous
experience of the Government ov-
er the farm laws, the present prac-
tice of not referring the Bills to
committees should be reviewed.
Speaker Om Birla has spoken
about strengthening the commit-
tee system in the recent presiding
o�cers’ conference. One way of
strengthening it is by getting all
the important Bills examined by
them. 

The farmers had to wage a pro-
longed struggle because the sys-
tems of Parliament were bypassed
by the Government. A government
elected by the people can function
only in a democratic way. Other
options are not available to it. The
farmers who sat at the Delhi bor-
der for 14 months, braving heat
and cold and death and conduct-
ing themselves in the most demo-
cratic way, have once again proved
that.

P.D.T. Achary is Former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

‘Go back to committees’ is the farm laws lesson
In any key legislation, the practice now of not involving the established systems of Parliament has to be reviewed

P.D.T. Achary
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At least �ve of the 30 mem-
bers of the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee on the Per-
sonal Data Protection (PDP)
Bill are expected to move
dissent notes to the panel’s
report on the legislation.
Sources said that at least
three of these were directed
at the controversial clause
that allowed the Union Go-
vernment to exempt any
agency under its purview
from the law.

According to informed
sources, Congress leaders
Jairam Ramesh, Manish Te-
wari and Gaurav Gogoi; Tri-
namool Congress MP Derek
O’Brien; and Biju Janata Dal
MP Amar Patnaik will move
the dissent notes. Sources
said that more members
could join this list. The panel
is meeting on Monday to
adopt the long-pending re-
port. The panel has been stu-
dying the Bill since 2019. 

Clause 35, in the name of
“sovereignty”, “friendly re-
lations with foreign states”'
and “security of the state”,
allows any agency under the
Union Government exemp-
tion from all or any provi-
sions of the law. 

Pegasus case
This clause assumes impor-
tance against the backdrop
of recent revelations in the
Pegasus spyware case,
where both private and pu-
blic citizens were allegedly
snooped upon by the Go-
vernment. 

The panel reached a mid-
dle path on the clause by
agreeing that the Govern-
ment had to record in writ-
ing the reasons to give ex-
emption to any agency.
Demands that this clause be
suitably amended so as to in-
clude the provision to seek
approval from Parliament
for seeking such exemptions
were not accepted. 

Mr. Ramesh was one of
the members who argued
that the Government should
table the recorded reasons
in Parliament for providing
exemption to any Govern-

ment agency to bring in grea-
ter transparency and ac-
countability. 

‘Privileged class’
In his dissent note against
Clause 35, Mr. Ramesh said
the design of the Bill as-
sumes that the Constitution-
al right to privacy arises only
where operations and activi-
ties of private companies are
concerned. “Governments
and government agencies
are treated as a separate pri-
vileged class whose opera-
tions and activities are al-
ways in the public interest
and individual privacy con-
siderations are secondary,”
he wrote. 

He added that the idea
that the August 2017 Puttas-
wamy (privacy) judgment of
the Supreme Court is rele-
vant only for “a very, very,
very tiny section of the In-
dian population” is in his
view “deeply �awed and
troubling”.

Five MPs likely to move dissent
notes to Data Bill panel report
Controversial clause allows Centre to exempt various agencies from the law
Sobhana K. Nair
New Delhi
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General Studies Paper I
A

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;

J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
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K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers;

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;

T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;
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V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV
A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


