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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi has pledged support
and assistance to the Taliban
in a meeting in Doha.

Coming three months af-
ter Mr. Wang hosted the Tali-
ban in Tianjin, near Beijing,
in late July, the Chinese Fo-
reign Minister on Monday
met Acting Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar, who assured Beijing
that “a friendly policy to-
wards China” was “a �rm
choice” by the Taliban.

Mr. Wang “expressed Chi-
na’s willingness to continue
to provide humanitarian aid
to Afghanistan within its ca-
pacity and work with the in-
ternational community to
help Afghanistan alleviate
temporary di�culties and
realise economic recon-
struction as well as indepen-
dent development”, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry said.
Mr. Wang last month an-
nounced China would “ur-
gently provide 200 million
yuan ($30.96 million) worth
of grains, winter supplies,
vaccines, and medicines to
Afghanistan” as well as 3 mil-
lion vaccines.

In their second meeting,
Mr. Wang repeated to the Ta-

liban leader China’s expecta-
tions that the Taliban “will
make a clean break with the
East Turkestan Islamic
Movement [ETIM] and other
terrorist organisations and
take e�ective measures to re-
solutely crack down on
them”.

Security threat 
The ETIM, which China has
blamed for several attacks in
its western Xinjiang region,
“not only poses a real threat
to China’s national security
and territorial integrity, but
also jeopardises the domes-
tic stability and long-term
stability in Afghanistan”, he
said.

He also called on the Tali-
ban to “further demonstrate
openness and tolerance, un-

ite all ethnic groups and fac-
tions in Afghanistan to work
together for peaceful recon-
struction, and e�ectively
protect the rights and inter-
ests of women and
children”.

In a veiled dig at the U.S.,
which China has criticised
for its “hasty” withdrawal as
well as its legacy in Afghanis-
tan, Mr. Wang said China
“has never interfered in the
internal a�airs of Afghanis-
tan and never sought sel�sh
gains or a sphere of in-
�uence”. He called on the
U.S. and the West to lift sanc-
tions, and said the country
faced “a historic opportuni-
ty” to “master its own desti-
ny” and was “at a critical
stage of transforming from
chaos to governance”.

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister identi�ed “quadruple
challenges”, including “the
humanitarian crisis, eco-
nomic chaos, terrorist
threats and governance di�-
culties”, and added China
“always respects Afghanis-
tan’s sovereignty, indepen-
dence and territorial integri-
ty, and supports the Afghan
people to independently de-
termine their own destiny
and choose the development
path”.

The Taliban leader said
that “pursuing a friendly pol-
icy toward China is the �rm
choice” and committed to at-
taching “great importance to
China’s security concerns”
and “to never allow anyone
or any force to use the Af-
ghan territory to harm Chi-
na. The Taliban have already
expressed interest in Chi-
nese investments and in the
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), including extending
the China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor to Afghanistan.

Reports in the Chinese
media have said Chinese
companies are, however,
still following a wait and
watch approach and for the
situation to stabilise before
committing new invest-
ments. 

China’s Foreign Minister meets
Taliban in Doha, o�ers support
Taliban say a friendly policy towards China is a �rm choice by their regime
Ananth Krishnan
Hong Kong 

Building ties: Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, with Taliban
leader Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, in this �le photo. * REUTERS
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The move by Sudan’s military to dissolve the Sove-
reignty Council where it shared power with civi-
lian leaders has thrown the African country’s fra-

gile transition from dictatorship to democracy into
chaos. Almost three years ago, tens of thousands of Su-
danese rose against the regime of Omar al-Bashir in
what they call a “revolution” that eventually led to the
dictator’s fall in April 2019. Ever since, the military and
leaders of the civilian movement came together to form
a transitional government. In their agreement, the act-
ing Prime Minister would run the day-to-day a�airs
while the military chief would remain the leader of the
Sovereignty Council for two years. Lt. Gen. Abdel Fat-
tah al-Burhan, the military chief, was scheduled to
hand over the leadership of the transitional govern-
ment to the civilian leadership in a few weeks. Instead,
he disbanded the government, proclaimed himself the
new leader, declared a state of emergency and impri-
soned the civilian leaders, including Prime Minister Ab-
dalla Hamdok. Tensions were brewing in recent weeks.
Pro-military mobs had been carrying out protests de-
manding the government’s removal amid soaring pric-
es of essentials. Port Sudan, the country’s largest port,
on the Red Sea, had been blockaded by a tribal group,
with help from the military, which worsened the eco-
nomic situation, including acute shortages of food, cur-
rency and fuel. The civilian leadership had accused the
military of exploiting the economic crisis. 

The overthrow of the Bashir regime and the pro-
mised democratic transition were the best hopes for Su-
dan to end its international isolation, heal the wounds
of decades of oppression and state violence, and build a
stable economic and political order in an otherwise vio-
lence-ridden Horn of Africa. Sudan had taken the steps
in that direction. Last year, the U.S. removed the coun-
try, which hosted Osama bin Laden in the 1990s, from
the list of state sponsors of terrorism and announced �-
nancial aid. Earlier this year, the IMF had reached a $50
billion debt-relief agreement with the transitional go-
vernment. The civilian leaders had promised that they
would send Bashir to The Hague to prosecute him over
allegations of war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide. The country was also gearing up to organise
its �rst free and fair elections in decades. But the pow-
er-hungry generals appear to be more concerned about
protecting their interests, which they feared would be
at risk had a democratic government taken full control
of the country. After all, Sudan’s military cannot ab-
solve itself from whatever allegations Bashir is facing.
But this time, it faces a sti� challenge from the public.
The protesters who brought down Bashir are back on
the streets �ghting the security personnel. A violent
showdown is most likely. Gen. Burhan should desist
from more violence. The military should release all the
arrested leaders, restore the transition government and
let free elections decide the future of the country.

Coup in Sudan
The military should restore the transition

government and allow free elections 

China’s Premier Li Keqiang
on Tuesday called for an
expedition in negotiations
with ASEAN countries on a
code of conduct frame-
work for the South China
Sea, according to the o�-
cial Xinhua agency.

China hopes the two
sides can expand practical
maritime cooperation, ex-
pedite COC negotiations,
and strive for its early con-
clusion to make the South
China Sea a sea of peace-
,friendship and collabora-
tion, Xinhua quoted Mr. Li
as saying at the 24th
ASEAN-China Summit.

“Next year is the 20th
anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea (DOC).
China wishes to work with
ASEAN countries to mark
the occasion with com-
memorative activities,” he
said.

China, which has for
years been locked in mari-
time disputes with other
coastal states in the South
China Sea, has in recent
years boosted its presence
and held exercises in dis-
puted parts of the strategic
waterway.

The COC has been a stat-
ed goal of ASEAN and Chi-
na for nearly two decades.

Expedite talks
on South China
Sea: Beijing
Reuters
Beijing
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A Supreme Court Bench led
by Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana is scheduled to pro-
nounce its decision on Wed-
nesday in pleas to form an
independent committee to
probe reports that the go-
vernment used Israel-based
Pegasus software to spy on
citizens.

On September 23, the
court indicated its intention
to form a committee to exa-
mine the allegations. The
CJI, at the time, said the
court wanted to pass the or-
ders without delay, but had
been temporarily stalled be-

cause some of the members
it had shortlisted for the
committee were unavailable
for personal reasons.

The court on September
13 had reserved the case, led
by a petition �led by veteran
journalists N. Ram and Sashi
Kumar, after the government
expressed reservations

about �ling a “detailed” a�-
davit responding to the alle-
gations. The Centre had said
it would be too public and
compromise national
security.

The petitioners had
sought either an a�davit
from the Cabinet Secretary
or formation of a committee

led by a sitting judge to
probe the snooping
controversy.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Ramana and Justices Surya
Kant and Hima Kohli made it
clear that there would be no
more “beating around the
bush” in the issue.

The CJI had said the court
had given the government a
fair opportunity to �le a de-
tailed a�davit to get a clear
idea of its stand in the case. 

“We thought the govern-
ment would �le a counter-af-
�davit... Now we will pass
our interim orders,” he said.

Supreme Court to pass orders
on pleas in Pegasus case today
Petitions have sought formation of independent panel to probe alleged spying
Krishnadas Rajagopal
New Delhi

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 12
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The Government on Tues-
day released draft norms for
ensuring accessibility for
the di�erently abled at air-
ports, which include re-
served parking, passenger
lifts for boarding an aircraft,
and aisle chairs on �ights
longer than three hours for
in-�ight use, among other
measures.

The draft guidelines fol-
low an incident involving
danseuse Sudha Chandran
who complained that she
was often asked to remove
her prosthetic leg during se-
curity checks at airports.
This is despite security
norms being amended four
years ago which require
prosthetics or wheelchairs
to be put through an X-ray
only on su�cient reason or
justi�cation.

The draft released by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation de-
tails various infrastructural
requirements that an air-
port must provide, includ-
ing reserved parking space
for the di�erently abled
which is connected to the
entrance of the passenger
terminal through an accessi-
ble route and a tactile path,
designated seating spaces,

bigger lifts, ramps and han-
drails with Braille indica-
tors, steps and staircase that
conform to the speci�ca-
tions laid down.

It says that air travellers
desirous of bringing a ser-
vice dog along will have to
check with the airline
whether they are “agreeable
to have service dogs on
board”. Air India allows
small and ino�ensive dom-
estic pets such as dogs, cats
and birds, accompanied by
valid health and rabies vac-
cination certi�cates, on
domestic �ights in the cabin
or in cargo hold.

Airports will also be re-
quired to have toilets for ser-
vice animals accompanying
the di�erently abled. One
“relief area” can serve two
or more terminals provided
it meets reasonable transit
time. These can be either in-
door or outdoor facilities,
but within the sterile area of
the airport.

The draft follows the
Rights of Person with Dis-
abilities Rules, 2017, under
which the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
is required to frame harmo-
nised guidelines for accessi-
bility standards for persons
with disabilities.

Draft rules seek to make
airports disabled-friendly
Civil Aviation Ministry issues norms
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

COVID-19 overburdened the coun-
try’s health system and services. The
early months of the outbreak were
particularly taxing for the States with
weaker health systems. The inability
of the private sector to share the bur-
den drove the point home that
healthcare services cannot be left to
independent forces.

Aims of ABHIM 
The Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bha-
rat Health Infrastructure Mission
(ABHIM) is another addition to the ar-
senal we have to prepare for such ou-
breaks in the future. This was
launched with an outlay of ₹64,180
crore over a period of �ve years. In
addition to the National Health Mis-
sion, this scheme will work towards
strengthening public health institu-
tions and governance capacities for
wide-ranging diagnostics and treat-
ment, including critical care servic-
es. The latter goal would be met with
the establishment of critical care hos-
pital blocks in 12 central institutions
such as the All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences, and in government
medical colleges and district hospi-
tals in 602 districts.

The importance of laboratories
and their lack of readiness during an
outbreak in terms of having a robust
surveillance system and diagnostic
interface has never been more pro-
nounced than in recent times. The
government will be establishing inte-
grated district public health labs in
730 districts to provide comprehen-
sive laboratory services. The current
labs for di�erent programmes shall
be integrated to deliver clinical, pu-
blic health surveillance and diagnos-
tic services for predicting outbreaks,
epidemics, and more.

ABHIM will focus on supporting
research on COVID-19 and other in-
fectious diseases, including biomedi-
cal research to generate evidence to
inform short-term and medium-term
responses to such pandemics. The
government also aims to develop a
core capacity to deliver the ‘one
health’ approach to prevent, detect,
and respond to infectious disease
outbreaks in humans and animals.
The plan to achieve that bio-security

preparedness and pandemic re-
search strengthening would be real-
ised via four regional National Insti-
tutes for Virology, the regional
research platform for the World
Health Organization Southeast Asia
Region, and nine Biosafety Level III
laboratories.

Boosting surveillance
In India’s endeavour to keep ahead of
the infectious organisms that bring
our life to a halt, expanding and
building an IT-enabled disease sur-
veillance system is on the cards too.
A network of surveillance labs will be
developed at the block, district, re-
gional and national levels for detect-
ing, investigating, preventing, and
combating health emergencies and
outbreaks.

Surveillance will get a huge boost
with 20 metropolitan surveillance
units, �ve regional National Centre
for Disease Control branches, and an
integrated health promotion plat-
form in all the States. The points of
entry will be reinforced with 17 new
points of entry health units upgrad-
ing 33 existing units. The upgraded
and intensi�ed system of surveil-
lance will be in addition to a state-of-
the-art national digital health ecosys-
tem for IT-enabled healthcare service
delivery, for managing the core digi-
tal health data and for ensuring na-
tional portability in the provision of
health services through a secure sys-
tem of electronic health records. This
will be based on international stan-
dards and easily accessible to
citizens.

A major highlight of the current
pandemic has been the requirement
of local capacities in urban areas.
The services from the existing urban
primary health centres will be ex-
panded to smaller units – Ayushman
Bharat Urban Health and Wellness
Centres and polyclinics or specialist
clinics. The urban primary health
centres will be established closer to
the community to meet the needs of
the urban population and polyclinics
willguarantee care through improved
access to expanded high-quality ser-
vices and establish referral linkages.

Bharati Pravin Pawar is the Union Minister of
State for Health and Family Welfare

Preparing for outbreaks
The Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission
aims to build a robust public health infrastructure

Bharati Pravin Pawar
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Our frontline health-care
workers deserve our ful-
some congratulations for

crossing the milestone of 100
crore COVID-19 vaccine doses.
They, along with our scientists, re-
searchers, medical professionals,
and vaccine manufacturers, have
heroically overcome multiple ob-
stacles in the quest to protect our
citizens from COVID-19. Thanks to
their e�orts, our vaccination drive
has picked up pace after the initial
months of delay, indecision, and
confusion. 

This milestone also marks the
triumph of science and of India’s
research and manufacturing in-
frastructure built and nurtured ov-
er decades. It is opportune to re-
collect that it is the Patents Act,
1970, that contributed hugely to
the development of our drugs and
pharmaceutical industry, which
has enabled India to become a glo-
bally respected manufacturer of
vaccines.

The shock of the second wave
This jubilant mood though must
not give way to complacency. It is
still fresh in our memory how the
Prime Minister told the Chief Mi-
nisters early in April that “we de-
feated COVID-19 without vac-
cines”. Just months earlier, before
the disastrous second wave trig-
gered by premature claims of suc-
cess and unregulated large gather-
ings, punctured these claims, he
had boasted at the World Econom-
ic Forum how well prepared India
was to cope with the pandemic,
defying the dire predictions of sev-
eral international experts. With
complacency �rmly in command,
vaccine procurement was not
prioritised and crucial e�orts, in-
cluding ensuring supply of oxygen
in case of a surge of infections,

were neglected. The public also
dropped its guard believing the
Government’s reassurance. As we
all know, disastrous consequences
followed, and lakhs of Indians
paid with their lives.

Even as the Prime Minister has
heralded in his usual self-promo-
tional style the 100-crore vaccina-
tion mark — even though there are
only two countries in the world
that are called upon to reach this
level of coverage and we were not
the �rst to do so — the harsh truth
is that the second wave was a co-
lossal tragedy that could have
been averted had the Government
not let down the people of India.
During that horri�c, di�cult time,
the Prime Minister and the Home
Minister were nowhere to be seen
or heard but reappeared only
when the situation improved. This
was a repeat of their performance
during the �rst wave, when, after
the sudden announcement of the
lockdown, lakhs of migrant work-
ers were abandoned, left to them-
selves to trudge thousands of kilo-
metres home to their villages.
Untold numbers perished along
the way.

The nation has not forgotten the
heart-rending images of people
gasping for breath and of families
desperately trying to obtain oxy-
gen and hospital beds. Their enor-
mous su�ering is seared in our
memory through pictures of bo-
dies scattered in riverbanks and
�oating on rivers. The Govern-
ment is yet to give an accurate
count of the number of people
who died as a result of its negli-
gence. Callously, the Government
has yet to provide compensation
to bereaved families. Instead, the
powers that be have stubbornly
doubled down on e�orts to divert
attention and pass on the blame to
others. The Government clearly
hopes that denial will cause peo-
ple to absolve it of responsibility
for their miseries.

Vaccine orders
We applaud science, but we know
that our vaccination drive would
have rolled out faster if the Go-

vernment had respected scienti�c
breakthroughs in other countries
and placed adequate orders for
their vaccines. Indeed, the situa-
tion would have been mitigated
had the Government had the fore-
sight to place orders with India’s
own leading vaccine manufactur-
er. The Government’s initial
“smart” vaccination strategy as-
serted that “there would be no re-
quirement for vaccination of the
whole population of the country”.
Thus, India, the biggest manufac-
turer of vaccines in the world — a
status achieved long before May
2014 — only fully vaccinated 0.5%
of its population ahead of the se-
cond wave.

Another misstep
The intensity of the second wave
demonstrated how wrong the Go-
vernment’s vaccination strategy
was. But the blunders were com-
pounded as the Government
rolled out a procurement policy
that had cash-strapped States
competing with each other over
vaccine supply. Sustained pres-
sure from State governments, the
Supreme Court of India, Opposi-
tion parties, the scienti�c com-
munity, and civil society helped
tide over some missteps. 

Unfortunately, the Government
continues to treat the �ght against
COVID-19 as an event management
exercise. The Prime Minister’s
birthday saw a record two crore in-
oculations, partly achieved by
hoarding vaccines in the run-up to
the day to shore up numbers for
the ‘event’. Such vanity is inexcus-
able. It demonstrates that India
has the capacity to vaccinate at a
faster rate, but for some inexplica-

ble reason the Government has
chosen not to. The Government
should answer a simple question:
if two crore can be vaccinated on
one chosen day, why not every
day?

The gaps in vaccination
In the nine months since we start-
ed the vaccination drive, we have
only been able to fully vaccinate
less than a third of our adult popu-
lation. Countries with comparable
COVID-19 �gures and even those
with smaller or poorer economies
have performed much better. Even
if manufacturers ramp up produc-
tion rapidly, our vaccination rate
will fail to catch up. In the �rst
three weeks of October it was 50
lakh doses a day. This rate will
have to be tripled to inoculate all
eligible adults by year-end. 

Not only that, the gap between
the proportion of the population
that has got at least one dose and
two doses is widest in India. This
gap is likely a result of domestic
supply falling short of the de-
mand. The Government refuses to
explore diverse methods, includ-
ing compulsory licensing, to raise
our domestic production of vac-
cines. Moreover, the Government
is yet to roll out a plan to inoculate
our children who could be particu-
larly vulnerable to future waves.
We must protect our children ur-
gently so they can go back to
school. India has had one of the
longest school shutdowns world-
wide and the damage to their edu-
cation and growth has been
incalculable.

We are also concerned about
people’s immunity waning over
time in spite of having been vacci-
nated or infected. But the Govern-
ment has dealt with queries about
booster shoots with complete
opaqueness. It must work out a
plan, based on scienti�c advice,
for booster shots, like other coun-
tries have done. Most importantly,
scienti�c procedures need to be
adhered to during approval and
procurement of vaccines. Truth
and transparency should be the
hallmark of government actions

and communication with the pu-
blic to avoid any vaccine
hesitancy.

A shift in policy
The Prime Minister likes to em-
phasise that vaccines are free,
while conveniently forgetting that
they have always been free. It is
the Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment that moved away from In-
dia’s universal free vaccination
policy. A signi�cant section of the
population was forced to pay for
vaccines as government centres
ran out of them. Many better-o� ci-
tizens pooled in money to ensure
the poor could get vaccinated.
While commendable, this is an in-
dictment of the Government,
which shifted its responsibility to
citizens and the private sector. Not
even 10% of our population can af-
ford to pay for vaccines, yet the
Government continues to allocate
25% of vaccines to the private sec-
tor. This is unacceptable — result-
ing in less, not more vaccination. 

In May 2021, the Government
announced that all eligible Indians
would be doubly vaccinated by the
end of 2021. This hollow announ-
cement has not been accompa-
nied by either appropriate plan-
ning or execution. Experts assert
that we will miss this target by at
least �ve to six months. The Go-
vernment must realise that vacci-
nating all Indians as quickly as pos-
sible is linked to not only the
health of our citizens but also the
wealth of our nation. 

The �oundering economy can
be turned around if we can drive
away the dark clouds of COVID-19.
That requires us to ramp up the
pace of the roll out of vaccines to
all, completely free, including to
our children. That is our best hope
to protect our citizens, put our
children back in school, revive our
markets and have a cascading pos-
itive impact across sectors, thus
ushering in the festive season and
the new year with genuine
optimism.

Sonia Gandhi is the President of the
Indian National Congress

The vaccination milestone and a distant goal
The Government ought to realise that vaccinating all Indians as quickly as possible is linked to their health and progress 

Sonia Gandhi
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Despite the net zero campaign by a
number of countries and non-state
actors, the timing of the world’s car-
bon dioxide emissions reaching net
zero is not the critical parameter for
the safety of humanity. As the recent
report of the Intergovernmental Pa-
nel on Climate Change made it clear,
limiting the increase in the world’s
average temperature from pre-indus-
trial levels to those agreed in the Pa-
ris Agreement requires global cumu-
lative emissions of carbon dioxide to
be capped at the global carbon bud-
get. It is a truism that such a cap
means that eventually emissions
must go to zero, or more precisely,
net zero. But reaching net zero by it-
self is irrelevant to forestalling dange-
rous warming. This is no more rocket
science than saying that the promise
of when you will turn o� the tap does
not guarantee that you will draw only
a speci�ed quantity of water.

What promises of net zero do
What do we know about projected
cumulative emissions? The top three
emitters of the world — China, the
U.S. and the European Union — even
after taking account of their net zero
commitments and their enhanced
emission reduction commitments
for 2030, will emit more than 500
billion tonnes of carbon dioxide be-
fore net zero. These three alone will
exceed the limit of about 500 billion
tonnes from 2020 onwards, for even
odds of keeping global temperature
increase below 1.5°C. With these
committed emissions, there is no
hope of “keeping 1.5°C alive.” The
target is dead-on-arrival. For two-to-
one odds for the same target, the li-
mit is 400 billion tonnes of carbon
dioxide, a limit that is even more cer-
tain to be breached.

Neither the Paris Agreement nor
climate science requires that net zero
be reached individually by countries
by 2050, the former requiring only
global achievement of this goal “in
the second half of the century”.
Claims that the world “must” reach
speci�c goals by 2030 or 2050 are
the product of speci�c economic mo-

dels for climate action. These are de-
signed to achieve the Paris goals by
the “lowest cost” methods, foregoing
equity and climate justice. They
front-load emission reduction re-
quirements on developing countries,
despite their already low emissions,
to allow the developed world to back-
load its own, buying time for its own
transition.

These stringent limits on future
cumulative emissions post 2020,
amounting to less than a �fth of the
total global carbon budget, is the re-
sult of its considerable over-appro-
priation in the past by the global
North. Less than a �fth of the world
has been responsible for three-�fths
of all past cumulative emissions, the
U.S. and the EU alone having contri-
buted a whopping 45%. Promises of
net zero in their current form perpet-
uate this hugely disproportionate ap-
propriation of a global commons,
while continuing to place humanity
in harm’s way.

What India must do 
India’s emissions story cannot be
bracketed with the top three. India is
responsible for no more than 4.37%
cumulative emissions of carbon diox-
ide since the pre-industrial era, even
though it is home to more than a
sixth of humanity. India’s per capita
emissions are less than half the world

average, less than one-eighth of the
U.S.’s, and have shown no dramatic
increase like China’s post 2000.

For India to declare net zero now
is to accede to the further over-ap-
propriation of the global carbon bud-
get by a few. India’s contribution to
global emissions, in both stock and
�ow, is so disproportionately low
that any sacri�ce on its part can do
nothing to save the world. Nor can it
proceed with the expectation that
the developed world and China
would limit their emissions further in
the future. If such expectations were
belied, it would endanger the future
of its own population, subjecting it to
unprecedented hardship. The failure
of the developed world to meet its
pre-2020 obligations along with its
refusal to acknowledge this provides
little con�dence for the future.

The allocation of property rights,
without grandfathering, is essential
to ensure equitable access to any glo-
bal commons. The global carbon
budget has been subject to no such
restriction allowing the developed
countries to exploit it fully, in the
past and the present. Only China,
from among the rest, has managed to
surmount this barrier to access. In-
dia, in enlightened self-interest, must
now stake its claim to a fair share of
the global carbon budget. Technolo-
gy transfer and �nancial support, to-

gether with “negative emissions”, if
the latter succeeds, can compensate
for the loss of the past. In the ab-
sence of such a claim, India’s consid-
erable current e�orts at mitigation
are a wasted e�ort, only easing the
way for the continued over-exploita-
tion of the global commons by a few.

Such a claim by India provides it
greater, and much-needed long-term
options. It enables the responsible
use of coal, its major fossil fuel re-
source, and oil and gas, to bootstrap
itself out of lower middle-income
economy status and eradicate pover-
ty, hunger and malnutrition for
good. India’s resource-strapped
small industries sector, which pro-
vides employment and livelihoods to
the majority of the population out-
side agriculture, needs expansion
and modernisation. The agriculture
sector, the second largest source of
greenhouse gas emissions for India
after energy, needs to double its pro-
ductivity and farmers’ incomes and
build resilience. Infrastructure for
climate resilience in general is criti-
cal to future adaptation to climate
change. All of these will require at
least the limited fossil fuel resources
made available through a fair share
of the carbon budget.

Developed countries and China,
on the other hand, if they are serious
about the Paris Agreement targets,
must reach net zero well before
2050. For a target of 2°C, there is
more room for the rest of the world,
since the cumulative emission limit
for it, with the same even odds, is
1,350 billion tonnes of carbon diox-
ide. However, without restriction of
their future cumulative emissions by
the big emitters, to their fair share of
the global carbon budget, and the
corresponding temperature target
that they correspond to made clear,
India cannot sign on to net zero.

Even if India were to enhance its
short-term Nationally Determined
Contributions under the Paris Agree-
ment in some fashion, unnecessary
as of now, it should do so while stak-
ing a claim to its share of the global
commons. This will ensure that its ef-
forts will not further enable the free-
riding of the developed world and
protect its access to this strategic re-
source, vital to India’s industrial and
developmental future.

T. Jayaraman is Senior Fellow, Climate
Change, at the M.S. Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Chennai

Doing so would be to accede to further over-appropriation of the global carbon budget by a few

Smoke billows from smokestacks and a coal-�red generator at a steel factory
in the industrial province of Hebei, China. * GETTY IMAGES
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


