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FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.
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A world minus ads

Social media outrage against brand campaigns
is fuelled by intolerance to progressive values

I

n a land of matchless diversity, where 138 crore people live, it is perhaps not surprising that social conflicts run along several lines including caste, class,
gender, language and religion. Deepening fault lines
touch every part of life, and advertising, which at a basic level nudges a consumer to make a purchasing decision but also does social messaging, is learning it the
hard way. With the start of the festival season, at least
two companies, Fabindia and Dabur, have had to pull
out ads days after the launch for “offending sentiments”
and huge social media outrage. In the case of Fabindia,
people protested against the use of the words “Jashn-eriwaaz” for a new collection of clothes ahead of Deepavali. The brand later clarified that all its products in
“Jashn-e-riwaaz” are “a celebration of Indian traditions” and that its Deepavali collection was yet to be
launched. Yet it chose to withdraw the ad. BJP MP Tejasvi Surya led the campaign against Fabindia calling for
an economic boycott; a hashtag #NoBindiNoBusiness
also did the rounds, in protest against the models in the
ad without bindis. Dabur’s Fem brand had to pull out a
Karwa Chauth ad which showed a same-sex couple observing the rituals. A Ceat ad featuring Aamir Khan asking people not to burst crackers on the roads too upset
the right wing which said it should have also addressed
the “problem of blocking roads” for namaz.
While advertisements which do not stick to the script
can be a breath of fresh air, there are some which miss
the mark completely with the messaging. So, if Shah
Rukh Khan’s latest Cadbury ad urging people to buy
from small kirana shops this Deepavali is making the
right noises, Kent RO’s atta and bread maker ad last
year and its tone-deaf portrayal of house-helps was decried. Tanishq, a jewellery brand co-owned by the Tatas, had to withdraw an ad last year that showed a Muslim family organising Hindu baby shower rituals for
their Hindu daughter-in-law. It got vitriolic comments
with some accusing the Tatas of promoting “Love Jihad”. Congress MP Shashi Tharoor and others were
aghast that a symbol of Hindu-Muslim unity could irk a
section of people. They cried foul that nuance was getting lost in the cacophony of perceived hurt sentiments.
If advertising is about selling a product, no company
will willingly put out a campaign that may hurt its
brand. The messaging must be sensitive, and that
comes when a marketing team has its ear to the ground.
It is nothing unusual for some ad campaigns to fail. But,
worryingly, many brands have had to withdraw their
campaign material after manufactured social media
outrage that was fed by intolerance of progressive values and religious bigotry of the worst order.

A clear signal

Even as India and China engage in talks, the
current state of tension is likely to continue

C

hina passing a new border law amid a continuing
stalemate in negotiations with India sends a clear
signal to New Delhi that Beijing is in no mood to
quickly end the 18-month-long crisis along the LAC. The
law, which will take effect on January 1, designates the
responsibilities of various agencies in China, from the
military to local authorities, in guarding the frontiers. It
“stipulates that the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the People’s Republic of China are sacred and inviolable”. Calling on the military to “guard against and
combat any act that undermines territorial sovereignty
and land boundaries”, the law says the Chinese military
“shall carry out border duties” to “resolutely prevent,
stop and combat invasion, encroachment, provocation
and other acts”. India has reacted sharply, telling China
that it must not use legislation as a “pretext” to formalise the PLA’s actions since last year to unilaterally alter
the LAC. While the law says Beijing will negotiate with
its neighbours to settle its borders, India reminded China that the legislation will have little bearing on the India-China boundary as both sides are yet to resolve the
boundary question. Responding to India’s concerns,
the Chinese Foreign Ministry said the law would not affect the implementation of existing agreements. The legislation also has implications for the only other country China has unresolved land borders with — Bhutan —
calling for continuing efforts to develop border areas.
Among those efforts is the on-going construction of
frontier villages, including in disputed areas.
The Chinese side may justify the law as an “internal”
matter akin to India’s abrogation of Article 370 and the
creation of a Union Territory in Ladakh, which China
strongly opposed because it included Aksai Chin, but
there is one crucial difference. The new Chinese legislation, first proposed in March, came almost a year into
the LAC crisis. It followed the PLA’s amassing of two divisions of troops in forward areas in the summer of
2020, in contravention of the four past border agreements, and essentially gives a stamp of approval to
those moves. If both New Delhi and Beijing at least appear to be in agreement that the legislation will not affect past agreements, the fact is those understandings
are already in tatters. The last round of LAC talks, held
on October 10, ended with both sides trading accusations, Beijing blaming India for making “unrealistic”
demands and New Delhi countering that the other side
offered no real proposals for a solution. Indeed, the
new law underlines that China increasingly sees little
space for compromise as far as its frontiers are concerned. Even as India and China continue negotiations,
the law is the latest signal that the current state of affairs
along the border, marked by continuing deployments
by both sides in forward areas and a build-up of infrastructure, is likely to continue over the longer term.
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‘India respects
UNCLOS rights’
But will guard its interests: Rajnath
Special Correspondent

Adopt cordial approach, Iran tells Taliban
Afghanistan’s six neighbouring countries meet in Tehran to chart the road map for an inclusive govt.

NEW DELHI

India is committed to respecting the rights of all nations as laid down in the UN
Convention on the Law of
Seas (UNCLOS), Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said on
Wednesday, while reiterating that India is determined
to protect its legitimate maritime rights and interests.
“We are fully determined
to protect the legitimate
rights and interests of our
country in relation to our
territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zone, while
supporting the maintenance
of rule-based maritime systems, as mandated under
UNCLOS, 1982,” Mr. Singh
said while addressing the Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue being organised by
the Navy and National maritime Foundation.
Stating that while competition over resources had intensified, Mr. Singh said the
rise of serious threats such
as terrorism, piracy, drug
trafficking and climate
change had thrown new
challenges for the Indo-Pac-

rounding nations faced from
the situation in Afghanistan.

Agence France-Presse
Tehran

Rajnath Singh

ific region. “The nature of
these challenges in the region has considerable transnational
implications,
which require a cooperative
response. There is, therefore, a need to find convergence of interests and commonality of purpose on
maritime issues,” he stated.
There was need to be
aware of the evolving nature
of competition and contestation in the Indo-Pacific region, said Navy Chief Admiral Karambir Singh. “There
is a day-to-day competition
for influence, leverage and
geostrategic space that is increasingly being witnessed
in the Indo-Pacific.”

Iran’s Foreign Minister called
on the Taliban to adopt a
“friendly” approach as Afghanistan’s six neighbouring
countries met on Wednesday to determine a “roadmap” following the Islamists’
takeover of Kabul.
The meeting, two months
since the Taliban swept to
power in Kabul, brought the
Foreign Ministers of Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan
and Turkmenistan to Tehran, while their Chinese and
Russian counterparts joined
via video-link.
‘Take necessary steps’
“It is essential that the Taliban adopt a friendly approach towards its neighbours and take the necessary
measures to assure them
that there is no threat to
their neighbours from Afghanistan,” Iran’s Foreign

Iran's Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, second
from left, at the conference on Afghanistan, in Tehran. AFP
*

Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said.
“I hope that we can paint
a clearer picture of the realities of Afghanistan, and the
expectations of the neighbouring countries most affected by the developments
in that country, and develop
a roadmap.”

Afghanistan is on the cusp
of a humanitarian crisis,
with UN agencies warning on
Monday that more than half
the country could face
“acute” food shortages this
winter.
Iran’s First Vice-President
Mohammad
Mokhber
warned of the impact sur-

Economic crisis
“If no solution is found as
soon as possible to control
and manage the economic
crisis in Afghanistan, the crisis will certainly move
beyond the borders of Afghanistan and affect its
neighbours and the world,”
he said.
Iran, which shares a 900
km border with Afghanistan,
did not recognise the Taliban
during their 1996 to 2001
stint in power.
But Tehran has appeared
to soften its tough stance in
recent times in the name of
pragmatism.
“The Islamic Republic of
Iran insists on the establishment of an inclusive government with the presence and
effective participation of all
ethnic and religious groups
in Afghanistan, based on in-

ter-Afghan dialogue without
the intervention of foreign
actors,” Mr. Amir-Abdollahian said.
The Taliban recently
formed an all-male Cabinet
made up entirely of members of the group, and almost
exclusively of ethnic Pashtuns. It has severely restricted women’s rights to work
and study, prompting international condemnation.
“The Taliban must play an
undeniable role in assuring
security, countering terrorism and respecting the
rights of diverse groups, including women,” Mr. AmirAbdollahian said.
He also said the Taliban
must work on “providing the
basic needs of Afghan citizens, putting an end to abuse
of minorities, eradicating the
causes that led to the displacement of part of the population and respecting international law”.
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A climate dividend

While a net zero commitment can be avoided,
India stands to gain from an energy transition

A

s it prepares to face pressure at the COP26 of the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
in Glasgow, India is adopting the stand that a national deadline for net zero carbon dioxide emissions is
uncalled for, given its moral claim to a far greater share
of the remaining global carbon budget. The budget,
which represents the estimated volume of future emissions that will allow global average temperature rise to
be kept within safe limits — well below 2° C or 1.5° C under the Paris Agreement — must anyway be shared by
all countries. Since China, the U.S. and the EU collective, representing the highest emissions, are expected
to occupy a big share of the remaining budget calculated at between 420-580 Gigatonnes of CO2, India will
again rely on its historical energy poverty, underdevelopment and low per capita emissions to convince the
world that a net zero target is incongruous with the present reality. Yet, as the Centre must acknowledge, a minimalist approach is not an option, given the global repercussions of emissions for all vulnerable nations, and
India’s own alarming losses from periodic extreme
weather events. It can seek convergence with the world
on identifying green growth pathways, aligning future
investments with a smart recovery plan for COVID-19,
embracing renewable energy more widely and averting
long-term lock-in effects of fossil fuel dependence in
energy generation, buildings, mobility and so on.
An immediate leap into net zero may yet be avoided,
and a core message at Glasgow would be that rich countries are yet to deliver on the promised $100 billion a
year from 2020 to help poor nations adapt to climate
change; but India’s case can be strengthened only with
a clear plan for a multi-sectoral energy transition. There
is little evidence, for instance, that the indirect carbon
tax in the form of very high levies on automotive fuels
has been earmarked for a big green push through affordable electric mobility, or even a financial dividend to
all citizens to mitigate inflationary price effects on essential consumption. As national scientific advisers
have argued in a joint statement on the eve of the UN
climate conference — and to which India’s Principal
Scientific Adviser is a signatory — it is essential for governments to draw up precise technological, socio-economic, and financial policies and requirements to demonstrate a commitment to the 1.5° C goal. The country
must seize the moment and present convincing plans
that will be rolled out in the present decade in order to
attract climate finance, even while buttressing the argument for a medium-term window to taper down carbon
emissions. If severe floods, droughts and more frequent
storms erode the assets of citizens, governments of the
future will have to pay for lack of foresight today.
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Energy cooperation as the backbone of India-Russia ties
Russian companies have the potential to be long-term partners with India in aiding its energy transformation

I

ndia has been at the forefront of
the transformation of global
energy and striving to diversify
its trade relations. With its abundant energy sources and appetite
for trade diversification, Russia
could be an ultimate long-term
partner. But the bilateral ties require more support from both government and corporate leaders
to grasp its potential in this field.
In September, at the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Russia’s Vladivostok, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a virtual
address said, “India-Russia energy
partnership can help bring stability to the global energy market.”
Indian and Russian Energy Ministers announced that the countries’ companies have been pushing for greater cooperation in the
oil and gas sector beyond the
U.S.$32 billion already invested in
joint projects. India’s Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri referred to Russia
as the largest investor in India’s
energy sector.
Going green too
The novel coronavirus pandemic
is still far from over but an economic recovery has been underway. India, Asia’s third-largest economy, has expanded by more than
20% in the June quarter on a yearto-year basis and is expected to
grow by around 9% by the end of
2021. The rate is expected to be
higher than China’s 8.5%, assuming the effective suppression of
COVID-19.
The distinctive feature of this
recovery is that it is advanced by

Overcoming supply chain risk
In an interview, Alexander Petrov,
Sibur member of management
board heading the Plastics, Elastomers and Organic Synthesis Division, said in an interview, “Reliance Sibur Elastomers is not only
supplying most of the butyl rubber
consumed in the country but is also exporting its products.” He added, “Sibur is bringing to India unique technology, which is not
commercially available in the market and the most advanced in
terms of [an] ecological footprint.
The project will tremendously
support the growth of India’s auto
industry by securing uninterrupted critical raw material supply.
This is of particular importance in
the current pandemic, multiplying
the risks of global supply chains
disturbance.”
Apart from accounting for most

arate memorandums of understanding at Vladivostok. Mr. Puri
also met with Sibur’s Management
Board Chairman Dmitry Konov at
the event.

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Dmitriy Frolovskiy

the quest for energy transformation and environmental concerns.
India has been increasingly leaning toward green transition since
the recovery started, and its appetite has been growing.
One of the examples of cooperation between the two countries in
energy transformation is the joint
venture between India’s Reliance
Industries Ltd. and Russia’s Sibur,
the country’s largest petrochemicals producer. Set up in Jamnagar,
Gujarat, the venture now leads the
first butyl and halogenated butyl
rubber production facility in
South Asia. The facility became
operational in 2019 and achieved a
total throughput within the first
year, establishing itself as a significant supplier of butyl rubber in
the Indian market previously
wholly dependent on imports. A
joint venture will produce up to
120 ktpa of butyl rubber, 60 ktpa
of which could be further converted to halogenated butyl rubber to
meet the growing demand from
domestic tyre manufacturers.

of the Indian butyl rubber market,
Reliance Sibur Elastomers exports
its products to Asia, Europe, the
United States, Brazil and other
countries. The venture is also promoting halogenated butyl rubber,
which is a more premium product.
The project is a clear manifestation of the “Make in India” and
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” initiatives,
representing a practical example
of technology transfer from Russia
to India.
Key factors
India is one of the fastest-growing
markets for butyl rubber and halogenated butyl rubber due to its
rapidly expanding car manufacturing industry pushing for electric vehicles. Further to this, India
is emerging as a critical refining
hub in Asia to boost its petrochemical capacity. Currently, the country has an installed capacity of
more than 249.36 mtpa, with local
companies planning to significantly expand the capacity by investing more than U.S.$27 billion by
2021.
Over the past years, India’s refineries have been expanding towards petrochemicals to capture
additional value, the International
Energy Agency wrote in the India
Energy Outlook 2021 report in February. The agency estimates that
the country’s ethylene production
is set to grow by two-thirds over
the period to 2030.
Russia’s Gazprom and India’s
ONGC Videsh Ltd. (OVL) and the
Indian Oil Corporation signed sep-

Renewable, nuclear energy
In efforts to transition to green
energy, India has recently
achieved a significant milestone of
completing the countrywide installation of 100 gigawatts of total
installed renewable energy capacity, excluding large hydro. It now
aims to hit 175 GW of renewable
energy target by December 2022.
If achieved, that would be close to
half of India’s current total installed power capacity. Furthermore, according to the survey of
the government in New Delhi, “additional investments in renewables up to the year 2022 would be
about $80 billion”.
Commitment to net zero emissions could positively impact the
country’s growth trajectory. A recent Deloitte report has forecasted
that India could gain U.S.$11 trillion in economic value over the
next 50 years by limiting rising global temperatures and realising its
potential
to
‘export
decarbonization’.
However, unknowns of climate
change and threats of a new pandemic suggest that the country
should accelerate its energy transition. Russia, one of the key global
players across the energy market,
could emerge as an indispensable
partner for such a transition. Notably, both countries have an extensive record of bilateral cooperation in the energy domain.
Russian companies have been
involved in the construction of six
nuclear reactors in the Kudankulam nuclear power project at Tamil Nadu. Of these, unit 1 and unit
2 have been operating at total capacity. Unit 3 is still under construction. Previously, Russian President Vladimir Putin claimed that

Russia is ready to build a dozen
reactors in India over the next 20
years. Furthermore, India and
Russia secure the potential of designing a nuclear reactor specifically for developing countries,
which is a promising area of
cooperation.
India’s nuclear power generation capacity of 6,780 MW may increase to 22,480 MW by 2031, contributing to the country’s efforts to
turn to green energy.
A few years ago, Rosneft invested U.S.$12.9 billion in India’s second-largest private oil refiner, Essar Oil, renamed Nayara Energy,
marking it one of the most significant foreign investments in years.
In September, almost all of Russia’s major energy companies
were interested in projects in India, Russia’s Energy Minister Nikolai Shulginov said at the Vladivostok forum in September, adding
that he sees prospects for energy
cooperation in all areas.
However, the current bilateral
exchange rate needs to accelerate
for India to grasp its potential from
energy transformation.
Still coal-centric
Despite significant progress, coal
remains India’s most important
source of electricity production,
and it does not spell good news for
the environment.
To meet its growing energy demand and succeed in green transformation, India needs approximately U.S.$500 billion of
investments in wind and solar infrastructure, grid expansion, and
storage to reach the 450 GW capacity target by 2030. Therefore,
more efforts are needed to expand
cooperation with such partners as
Russia.
Dmitriy Frolovskiy is a political analyst
and consultant on policy and strategy in
the Middle East and Central Asia, and has
written about Russia’s foreign policy
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SC sets up committee to
examine Pegasus allegations
Power of state to snoop into people’s ‘sacred private space’ is not absolute: Bench
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Stressing that the power of
the state to snoop in the
name of national security into the “sacred private space”
of individuals is not absolute, the Supreme Court on
Wednesday appointed an
expert technical committee
overseen by former Supreme Court judge R.V. Raveendran to examine allegations that the Centre used
Israeli software Pegasus to
spy on citizens.
A three-judge Bench, led
by Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana, said it decided to
refuse the Centre’s offer to
appoint an expert committee to investigate the allegations because “such a course
of action would violate the
settled judicial principle
against bias, i.e., that ‘justice
must not only be done, but
also be seen to be done’.”
Justice Raveendran would
be assisted by Alok Joshi,

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

former IPS officer (1976
batch), and Sundeep Oberoi,
Chairman, Sub-Committee,
International Organisation
of Standardisation/International
Electro-Technical
Commission/Joint Technical
Committee. The three members of the committee are
Naveen Kumar Chaudhary,
Professor (Cyber Security
and Digital Forensics) and

Dean, National Forensic
Sciences University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat; Prabaharan
P., Professor (School of Engineering), Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Amritapuri,
Kerala; and Ashwin Anil Gumaste, Institute Chair-Associate Professor (Computer
Science and Engineering),
Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, Maharashtra.

The court said it was “extremely difficult” to shortlist
the members. Many had
“politely declined” while
others cited personal reasons. It formed the committee to ensure “absolute transparency and efficiency”.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10
A CREDIBLE PROBE  EDITORIAL
MORE REPORTS  PAGE 11
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A credible probe
The Centre must fully cooperate with the
inquiry instituted by the SC on spyware use

T

he Supreme Court order instituting an independent probe into the possible use of Israeli spyware Pegasus is an effective intervention to protect citizens from unlawful surveillance, as well as a
stern rebuff to the Government’s attempt to cover up
the issue by using the bogey of ‘national security’. It
was clear from day one, following the revelations that
nearly 300 of some 50,000 phone numbers allegedly
identified for surveillance belonged to Indians, that the
Government would choose to brazen it out rather than
hold or facilitate a credible inquiry. Ultimately, its tactic
of sticking to a blanket denial of any wrongdoing, without acknowledging whether or not the spyware was
available to government agencies, failed. The 46-page
order by a Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India,
N.V. Ramana, stands out for the enunciation of two
clear principles: that surveillance, or even the knowledge that one could be spied upon, affects the way individuals exercise their rights, warranting the Court’s
intervention; and that there is no omnibus prohibition
on judicial review merely because the spectre of national security is being raised. The Court deemed unacceptable the Government’s refusal to shed any light on a
controversy that involves possible violation of citizens’
rights and made it clear that national security considerations cannot be used by the state “to get a free pass”.
The Court has approached the issue as one that raises
an “Orwellian concern”, recognising that intrusive surveillance not only violates the right to privacy but also
has a chilling effect on the freedom of the press.
When damning revelations emerged that many
phones of journalists, activists and even doctors and
court staff were targets of military-grade spyware designed not only to grab data but also take control of devices, the Government ought to have responded, as
some nations did, with alarm and alacrity. Instead, it resorted to a bald claim that illegal surveillance is not possible in India, and that the disclosure of whether or not
a particular software suite was used by its agencies
would compromise national security. The Court is right
in making it plain that any such concern or claim of immunity ought to have been substantiated on affidavit.
What is quite appalling is that the Government was unwilling even to disclose what action had been taken after it admitted in Parliament in 2019 that it was aware of
some WhatsApp users being targeted by Pegasus. Its offer of ordering an inquiry on its own has been rightly rejected by the Court — it would command little credibility. The Court-supervised panel appears to have the
required expertise and independence, but its success in
unravelling the truth may depend on how much information it can extract from the Government and its surveillance agencies. For its part, the Government would
do well to depart from its record of obfuscation and stonewalling and cooperate with the inquiry.
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‘Indiscriminate spying can’t be allowed’
The use of technology for surveillance by the state must be evidence-based, says SC in Pegasus order
Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Indiscriminate spying on individuals by the state is not
allowed in a democracy, the
Supreme Court said on Wednesday. The use of technology for surveillance by the
state must be evidencebased, the court said.
A Bench led by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana, in
its order in the Pegasus
snooping case, said surveillance to flush out terror activities is essential to protect
life and liberty. A need may
arise to encroach into individual privacy to access information vital to prevent violence and terror.
However, the state can
violate a person’s privacy only if it is “absolutely neces-

Certain exceptions: The state can violate a person’s privacy
only if it is “absolutely necessary” to protect national security.

sary” to protect national security and interests. The
necessity to trespass on individual privacy should be
proportional.
“In a democratic country
governed by the rule of law,

indiscriminate spying on individuals cannot be allowed
except with sufficient statutory safeguards, by following
the procedure established by
law under the Constitution,”
the Supreme Court noted.

“It is undeniable that surveillance and the knowledge
that one is under the threat
of being spied on can affect
the way an individual decides to exercise his or her
rights. Such a scenario might
result in self-censorship,” the
CJI-led Bench observed in
the Pegasus order.
The order was based on
separate petitions filed by senior journalists N. Ram and
Sashi Kumar; Rajya Sabha
member John Brittas; Supreme Court lawyer M.L.
Sharma; and journalists including Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, S.N.M. Abdi, Prem
Shankar Jha, Rupesh Kumar
Singh and Ipsa Shataksi, who
alleged that they were victims of Pegasus surveillance.
They claimed to have been

subjected to “deeply intrusive surveillance”. They said
a forensic examination done
by Amnesty International on
mobile phones had revealed
traces of interference. The
Government had “deliberately avoided” public debate
on the issue, they said.
The
petitioners
had
sought a “complete overhaul” of the “surveillance architecture” by even challenging the constitutionality of
Section 5 of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885; Rule 419A of
the Indian Telegraph Rules,
1951; Section 69 of the Information Technology Act,
2000; and the Information
Technology (Procedure and
Safeguards for Interception,
Monitoring and Decryption)
of Information Rules, 2009.

PDS shops may sell LPG cylinders
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Your nearby ration shop
may soon sell five-kg cooking-gas cylinders, as the
Centre is coordinating with
the State Governments and
oil companies to implement
the plan, Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said on
Wednesday. This is part of a
wider initiative to boost the
financial viability of these
shops.

The 5.32 lakh ration or
fair price shops across the
country mainly distribute
subsidised foodgrains to the
80 crore beneficiaries of the
National Food Security Act.
The Centre is looking to leverage this network by introducing the retail sale of LPG
cylinders.
At a virtual inter-ministerial and inter-State meeting,
Mr. Pandey stressed the
need for proactive measures

to enhance the fiscal health
of ration shops. Apart from
those of the Petroleum and
Natural Gas Ministry, representatives of Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum were present,
a Ministry statement said.
A Financial Services Department
representative
outlined a proposal to offer
financial services such as
MUDRA loans through the
shops.
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INTERVIEW | BHUPENDER YADAV

‘We will discuss access to technology and finance at COP26’
Union Environment Minister says India will demand a transparent framework during talks at the UN Climate Change Conference
Jacob Koshy
Damini Nath
New Delhi

Ahead of his departure to Glasgow, Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav outlined India’s key concerns at
the COP negotiations, and said his Ministry’s policy was to
balance the challenges posed by infrastructure development
in forests. Edited excerpts:
You have been Union
Environment Minister for
three months. What do you
think are two or three of the
most important
environmental challenges
you will like to solve, or at
least address, on priority?
■ We are all working to realise Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision. In the past seven years, forest cover has
increased by 13,000 sq.km,
14 tiger reserves have got
world accreditation, our
lakes have been included in
the Ramsar convention, 10
beaches have got a Blue Flag
accreditation.
Challenges such as stubble
burning in Delhi, or addressing the challenges in the
Western Ghats, we have
done well. We are working in
a way to ensure development
as well as giving importance
to the rights of tribals as well
as protecting the forest.

In your experiences as a
lawyer and public figure —
and you have authored a
book on Forest conservation
— do you feel that
environmental laws may
impede people from getting
access to basic services,
basic education and jobs?
Could you relate a few
instances?
■ As a lawyer, I have been involved in environmental litigation and written on forest
laws. Following the advent of

PM Modi, our thrust has
been to increase transparency and accountability. The
biggest example of this is the
Parivesh portal (which allows files on the progress of
an industrial project requiring environmental clearance
to be tracked) that increases
transparency. The Environment Ministry is the trustee
of the environment and that
brings in both responsibilities and obligations. To bring
consonance between both in
a balanced way.
The Environment Ministry is
working on modifying
legislation, such as the
Forest Conservation Act,
that seems to make it more
convenient for industries
and industrial projects to
use forest land for
non-forestry purposes. On
the other hand, we continue
to see agitation in
Chhattisgarh, especially
around coal mining blocks
in Hasdeo Arand forests
because people don’t want
to give up their land for
mining. On whose side is the
Environment Ministry? The
Environment Ministry no
longer uses the word
“penalty or fine” but
“environmental
compensation”
■ When we come out with a
draft, it is to solicit the opinion of the people. That’s
not a bad thing, right? So we
have not yet actually made

any legislation. But consider
this: Say a tribal with some
land wants to make a provision for drinking water, do
you want him to come all the
way to Delhi for permission?

tional mission for hydrogen
are all part of our steps and
these are the points that we
are consistently raising and
discussing.

But it’s the tribals
themselves who are
agitating for their land?

As far as private mining is
concerned; we have not
made any concessions. The
existing laws apply.
But for providing basic
amenities to tribals, or helping infrastructure projects of
organisations such as the
Railways the policy is restricted to such purposes.
There is no change in the
Act. This follows from the demands of several States, tribal communities.
We will first have several
rounds of consultations with
States, follow parliamentary
process and we have even given notices in vernacular
languages and have given a
month.
■

This is your first experience
as a Minister who will be
leading some crucial
negotiations in Glasgow....
■ I am grateful to PM Modi
for entrusting me with this
responsibility. He has authored a book as well as developed a climate division in
his days as Chief Minister.
The Paris Agreement of 2015
has important aspects of climate justice that follow from
his vision. Globally, climate
shouldn’t be just about negotiations but also action. That
is why we have the International Solar Alliance, International Disaster Resilience
Forum that the PM led.
India is progressing well

<
>

The Environment
Ministry is trustee of
the environment;
that brings both
responsibilities and
obligations

on achieving its Nationally
Determined Contributions.
We have an ambitious target
of installing 450 GW of renewable energy by 2030. In
the coming COP 26, to implement the adaption and mitigation measures from increased global temperatures,
we will be discussing access
to technology and finance
with the developed countries.
We demand a transparent
framework and all this will
be part of our discussions.
India’s challenge in COP
discussions has always been
that while we are not
responsible for the climate
crisis, we are the victims of
it and we are already seeing
intense heatwaves and
unseasonal torrential rain.
Is there a case, that at least
for our own sake, we should
be doing much more, and
much faster in transitioning
to non-fossil fuel sources?
■ Having a 450 GW renewable energy target, an electric
vehicle policy, increasing the
forest cover, having an International Solar Alliance, a na-

You are also one of the BJP’s
key election strategists.
What will be your party’s
approach to the upcoming
Uttar Pradesh polls? Also
why is your party against a
caste census?
■ We have done good work
in Uttar Pradesh particularly
in vaccination. We have delivered consistent development and we shall ask for
votes in the name of consistency and continuity and
U.P. is at this point with the
BJP.
One of our most avowed
aims is working towards an
egalitarian society. All sections of society must benefit.
The amount of work that this
Government has done for
the OBC (Other Backward
Classes) no one else has.
Whether it was admissions for students in Kendriya Vidyalayas, an Act for University
Professors,
Reservations for OBC students in NEET examinations.
We desire development for
all under Constitutional
provisions.

The e-Shram portal for
unorganised workers that
was launched in August has
about 5 crore registrations
so far. Are you satisfied with
the pace and how long do
you think it will take to
cover all the unorganised
sector workers in the
country?
■ We have received good
support from people in two
months already. We are

about to increase the number of trades recorded in the
portal from about 160 to
400. I believe what we had
thought initially that we will
create the largest-ever database of unorganised workers, we will achieve it.
Earlier, our registrations
were 10 lakh per day. We
have increased the capacity
to 25 lakh per day. We are
working on taking this
forward.

curity. We are working on
giving benefits of this to the
unorganised sector. Since we
are talking of extending social security to a large section of workers, we are working on capacity-building of
ESIC and EPFO.

Is there a timeline?

■ Different States are in the
process of making the rules.
The work is complete in
about 90% of the States and
the consensus is being built.
Such major codes need infrastructure also. I have already said that a very large
section of unorganised sector is being given the benefits
of social security.

No, it is a continuous and
evolving process. Slowly, it
will be updated and upgraded. The number of migrant
workers is very large. Updates will continue in order
to increase the capacity in
the future and to connect the
data with planning. It is an
ongoing process.
■

From the data seen so far,
we can see that women
workers make up about
50%. Caste data has also
come out. What can be
learnt from the data so far?
■ We
haven’t asked for
castes; we have asked for
trade and occupation. Along
with this, there are two other
employment surveys of the
government that are underway — the institution-based
survey in the non-agricultural sector and the areabased. There is also a survey
of unorganised sector. These
tell us that compared to data
from Economic Census 20132014, in all sectors, apart
from trade and manufacturing, there has been an increase. These surveys will also be done quarterly now. In
the four new labour codes,
we have focused on social se-

What is the reason for the
labour codes, which were
passed in 2019 and 2020,
not being implemented so
far?

But, what about a timeline
for the implementation?
■ The government will complete it in the appropriate
time.

It was announced last year
that ₹1,000 crore would be
given for migrant welfare
from the PM CARES fund.
How has it been used?
■ A lot of work has been
done. The Pradhan Mantri
Rozgar Yojana is under Atmanirbhar Yojana. Work has
been done to increase the
employment opportunities
for workers.
The most important is
that ESIC has come up with
two schemes — to give lifelong pension to the families
of those ESIC beneficiaries
who died of COVID-19 and
aid to those who lost their
jobs for 90 days.
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‘Knock every door’ campaign to
boost second-dose vaccination
Health Minister says 10.34 crore people due for the jab have not taken it
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on Wednesday that there were more
than 10.34 crore people in
the country who had missed
the second dose of COVID-19
that they were due to take.
He added that adequate
vaccine doses were available
in the country, and more
than 12 crore unutilised doses were available with the
States.
According to a release issued by the Health Ministry,
the “Har Ghar Dastak”
(Knock Every Door) campaign is scheduled to start
soon in districts with low
vaccination rates to enthuse
and motivate people towards getting their jab.
“No district should be
without full vaccination,” the
Health Minister told State governments, adding that the
goal is to cover the entire
adult population with at
least one dose of COVID-19

Jab for safety: A woman getting vaccinated at a centre in New Delhi.

vaccine by the end of
November.
Dr. Mandaviya on Wednesday held a meeting with
Health Ministers of States
and Union Territories to discuss issues related to the COVID-19 emergency response
package and the scaling up
of the vaccination drive. The
State Health Ministers were
requested to ensure continuous monitoring.
Dr. Mandaviya urged the

States to make regional and
local-level plans with all the
stakeholders to reduce the
number of people with vaccination overdue.
He also called for innovative strategies to encourage
stakeholders to achieve their
targets.
The meeting also saw a
discussion on the PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission scheme,
the Health Ministry said.

*

SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Dr. Mandaviya said that
the ambitious health infrastructure initiative, launched
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on October 25, was
drafted in consultation with
States and would be implemented in coordination with
them.
“We will work together,
with the Centre providing all
necessary support to make
this happen in the next five
years,” he said.
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India seeks vaccine
loans from ADB, AIIB
Plan is to procure 667 million doses
Ananth Krishnan
HONG KONG

The Government of India
has applied for loans from
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB) to procure as
many as 667 million doses
of COVID-19 vaccines.
The Manila-based ADB, in
which the U.S. and Japan are
the biggest shareholders,
and the Beijing-based AIIB,
where China and India are
the biggest shareholders,
are in the process of considering the loans.
The ADB is expected to

lend $1.5 billion and the AIIB
around $500 million for the
vaccine purchase by the Government of India, which
has been made under the
ADB’s Asia Pacific Vaccine
Access Facility (APVAX) initiative.
The 667 million doses
will, however, have to be
vaccines qualified by the
World Health Organization
(WHO). Covishield is among
those vaccines but Covaxin
is still awaiting the green
light with a final assessment
scheduled for November 3.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10

Myanmar military is torturing
detainees across country: probe
Associated Press
Jakarta

Since its takeover of the government in February, the
Myanmar military has been
torturing detainees across
the country in a methodical
and systemic way, The Associated Press has found in interviews with 28 people imprisoned and released in
recent months.
Based also on photographic evidence, sketches
and letters, along with testimony from three defected
military officials, AP’s investigation provides the most
comprehensive look since
the takeover into a highly secretive detention system
that has held more than
9,000 people. The military,
known as the Tatmadaw,
and the police have killed
more than 1,200 people
since February.

A March photo of soldiers
lining up arrested protesters
in Yangon. AP
*

While most of the torture
has occurred inside military
compounds, the Tatmadaw
also has transformed public
facilities such as community
halls and a royal palace into
interrogation centres.
The prisoners came from
every corner of the country
and from various ethnic
groups, and ranged from a
16-year-old girl to monks.

Some were detained for
protesting against the military, others for no discernible reason. Multiple military
units and police were involved in the interrogations,
their methods of torture similar across Myanmar.
The military has a long
history of torture, particularly before the country began transitioning toward democracy in 2010. While
torture in recent years was
most often recorded in ethnic regions, its use has now
returned across the country.
But this time, the torture
carried out is the worst it’s
ever been in scale an severity, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners. Since February, the group says, security
forces have killed 1,218 people, including at least 131 detainees tortured to death.
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General Studies Paper I

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

India and its neighbourhood- relations;
Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

K

Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M
N
O
P
Q

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

I
J

R
S

Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T
U
V
W
X

Various forces and their mandate;

A
B

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;
Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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