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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Durga Puja in Kolkata, one of
largest cultural carnivals and
street art festival of the coun-
try, on Wednesday received
an important international

recognition by making it to
UNESCO’s Representative
List of the Intangible Cultu-
ral Heritage of Humanity. 

“Durga Puja in #Kolkata
has just been inscribed on
the #IntangibleHeritage list!

Inscriptions to the Represen-
tative List are one of the sev-
eral ways by which #UNES-
CO advocates the promotion
and safeguarding of intangi-
ble cultural heritage,” the
UNESCO o�ce in New Delhi

tweeted. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and the West
Bengal government wel-
comed the announcement.
“A matter of great pride and
joy for every Indian,” Mr.
Modi tweeted.

Durga Puja gets intangible cultural heritage tag
Special Correspondent
Kolkata

Syed Munir Khasru

December 16, “Bijoy Di-
bosh”, is celebrated in Ban-
gladesh as the day marking

the country’s formal victory over
Pakistan after then chief of the
Armed Forces of Pakistan, General
Amir Abdullah Khan Niazi, surren-
dered with 93,000 forces to joint
forces led by the Bangladeshi free-
dom �ghters, popularly known as
“Mukti Bahini” and the Indian
armed forces. The systemic igno-
rance towards and disrespect of
the civil and political rights of then
East Pakistan’s Bengali population
by their counterparts in West Pa-
kistan sparked mass protests in
March 1971 which ultimately end-
ed in a brutal con�ict. Over three
million Bangladeshis lost their
lives and thousands of women
were subjected to assault. As Ban-
gladesh commemorates 50 years
of its historic victory, it is worth re-
visiting exactly why Pakistan’s lea-
dership has remained hesitant so
far to o�er a formal apology to
those aggrieved and what this
means for the future of Bangla-
desh-Pakistan relations.

Broken pledges
The humiliating nature of the de-
feat left strong feelings within Pa-
kistan’s military establishment, re-
�ected in the increase in the
country’s defence budget — from
$635 million to over $1 billion by
the end of the 1970s. Despite then
Pakistan leader Zul�kar Ali Bhutto
being fully aware of the scale of

atrocities committed, according to
the Hamoodur Rahman (former
Chief Justice of Pakistan) Commis-
sion Report from July 1972, Pakis-
tan put forth a carefully crafted
“forgive and forget” narrative dur-
ing the tripartite agreement in
1974. This was the �rst instance
when Islamabad came close to
acknowledging excesses commit-
ted by “some” of its armed forces
and promised to hold them ac-
countable at war crime tribunals
that led to Bangladesh handing ov-
er hundreds of Prisoners of War as
a reconciliatory measure. Five de-
cades later, however, none has
been brought to book.

During the state visit of former
Pakistan President Pervez Mushar-
raf to Bangladesh in 2002, he ex-
pressed regret for the death en
masse in 1971 while visiting a na-
tional war memorial but fell short
of the formal apology that Bangla-
desh has been seeking. Despite
acknowledging a susceptibility to
o�cial state propaganda that
branded Bengali demonstrators of
the 1970s as “terrorists, militants,
insurgents, or Indian-backed �ght-
ers” in his autobiography from
2011, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan has toed the o�cial state
narrative on the issue. 

Pakistan has attempted to ges-
ticulate its intent to strengthen di-
plomatic relations and economic
ties with Bangladesh in recent
years without necessarily making
the concerted e�orts needed for
reconciliation. Largely perceived
to be under control of the armed
forces, Pakistan’s o�cial position
and narrative on the events of 1971
are a fair distance from case stu-
dies elsewhere. Particularly after
Pakistan’s Foreign O�ce dismis-
sed Bangladesh’s fresh demands in
2009 for an apology for the atroc-

ities committed in 1971.

Unwise moves
Opposed to Bangladesh’s indepen-
dence, the Jamaat-e-Islami and its
student wing, Islami Chatro
Shangha, along with splinter
groups such as the Razakar, al-
Badr, and al-Shams were among
the local out�ts that aided Pakis-
tan’s armed forces. After coming
to power in 2009, the current Ban-
gladesh government led by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has prose-
cuted and in some cases executed
senior leaders of the Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi which did not go very well with
their counterparts in Pakistan’s
political establishment. In particu-
lar, the resolution by Pakistan Par-
liament led by MP Sher Akbar
Khan in 2016 protesting hangings
of war criminals of 1971 drew
sharp reaction and protest from
Bangladesh. In 2015, the Universi-
ty of Dhaka cut o� ties with the Pa-
kistani establishment in protest
against the cold-blooded assassi-
nation of numerous prominent in-
tellectuals, academicians, and
thinkers of Bangladesh on Decem-
ber 14, 1971 just few days before
the country formally earned
victory.

In May 2021, 113 years after Ger-
many’s colonial government mas-
sacred approximately 80,000 Her-

ero and Nama people in Namibia
between 1904-08, Foreign Minis-
ter Heiko Maas acknowledged it as
a “genocidal” event, seeking for-
giveness and o�ering $1.35 billion
to spend on development projects
over 30 years. 

Nazi war criminals accused of
participating in the Holocaust con-
tinue to stand trial and any at-
tempt of denial is met with punish-
ment. Pakistan’s attempts at
whitewashing their responsibility
for 1971 have been criticised and
Prime Minister Hasina has shared
with the Pakistani High Commis-
sioner to Bangladesh how it is di�-
cult for Bangladesh to forget about
atrocities by Pakistan in the 1971
war.

Country comparison
Bangladesh’s progress in the last
50 years has been remarkable in
key performance indicators such
as exports, social progress, and �s-
cal prudence, all of which eclipse
Pakistan’s growth during the same
period. Bangladesh’s GDP growth,
for example, stands at 7.9% while
Pakistan is at 1.5%. Bangladesh’s
GDP per capita had grown by 9%
in 2020 rising to $2,227 while Pa-
kistan remains at $1,543. Bangla-
desh’s export volume and foreign
exchange reserves are almost
twice as that of Pakistan’s as well
as its position on the global pass-
port index, microcredit �nancing,
and women’s rights.

In literacy, Pakistan lags behind
with 58% to Bangladesh’s 75%. In
1971, Pakistan and Bangladesh re-
mained neck-and-neck on fertility
rates — seven live births per wo-
man. Today, according to the
World Bank, Bangladesh’s fertility
rate stands at 2.01 while Pakistan is
at 3.45, indicating the enormous
progress the former has made.

Safety and security remain
pressing concerns as well. Pakis-
tan has lost many civilians to terro-
rist attacks between 2000 and
2019. Concerns of terrorism, radi-
calisation, and extremism conti-
nue to hurt Pakistan’s potential
and credibility, making it unsafe to
travel to, and in many instances
unattractive to trade and invest.
On the other hand, Bangladesh
has been praised for its tough
stance against any form of funda-
mentalism and radicalisation and
boasts a moderate Muslim majori-
ty country with liberal and pro-
gressive socio-cultural values.

For a new chapter
For Pakistan to bury its past to
start a new chapter in its relations
with Bangladesh, taking responsi-
bility and ensuring accountability
for events of the period is a critical
�rst step. Expressing hope and sin-
cerity for reconciliation and
friendship stands hollow without
any mention of 1971. Before one
can start forgetting, one has to be
able to forgive. How can Bangla-
desh forget when Pakistan has not
even o�ered an apology which
could have started the healing pro-
cess for a country which saw mil-
lions die, thousands assaulted and
where there was much shedding
of so much blood and tears in the
process? This is a much needed
step to heal historical wounds and
help both countries forge better
diplomatic and economic rela-
tions in the coming days for realis-
ing a shared vision for the region’s
future. 

Syed Munir Khasru is Chairman of the
international think tank, The Institute for
Policy, Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG),
New Delhi, India with a presence in
Dhaka, Melbourne, Vienna and Dubai

A thorn in Pakistan-Bangladesh relations
Five decades after Bangladesh’s victory in 1971, an apology from Islamabad for events of the period is overdue
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Russia and China should
stand �rm in rejecting West-
ern interference and defend-
ing each other’s security in-
terests, Presidents Vladimir
Putin and Xi Jinping agreed
in a video call on
Wednesday.

Their conversation, eight
days after Mr. Putin spoke to
U.S. President Joe Biden in a
similar format, underscored
how shared hostility to the
West is bringing Moscow and
Beijing closer together.

“At present, certain inter-
national forces under the
guise of ‘democracy’ and
‘human rights’ are interfer-
ing in the internal a�airs of
China and Russia, and bru-
tally trampling on interna-
tional law and recognised
norms of international rela-

tions,” China’s state-run Xin-
hua news agency quoted Mr.
Xi as saying.

“China and Russia should
increase their joint e�orts to
more e�ectively safeguard
the security interests of both
parties.”

Kremlin aide Yuri Usha-
kov told reporters that Mr. Xi
had o�ered support to Mr.

Putin for his push to obtain
binding security guarantees
for Russia from the West,
saying he understood Mos-
cow’s concerns.

He said the pair also ex-
pressed their “negative
view” of the creation of new
military alliances such as the
AUKUS partnership between
Australia, Britain and the Un-

ited States and the Indo-Pac-
i�c ‘Quad’ of Australia, In-
dia, Japan and the U.S.

Mounting pressure
The call highlighted the ways
in which Russia and China
are drawing on each other
for mutual support at a time
of high tension in their rela-
tions with the West. China is
under pressure over human
rights and Russia is accused
of threatening behaviour to-
wards Ukraine.

The Kremlin said Mr. Pu-
tin briefed Mr. Xi on his con-
versation with Mr. Biden. “A
new model of cooperation
has been formed between
our countries, based, among
other things, on such princi-
ples as non-interference in
internal a�airs and respect
for each other’s interests,”
Mr. Putin told Mr. Xi.

Putin, Xi cement partnership 
in face of Western pressure
China backs Russia’s push to get security guarantees from the West, says Kremlin
Reuters
Moscow

United front: Russian President Vladimir Putin talking with
Chinese President Xi Jinping in Moscow on Wednesday. * AP



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

The rupee plunged by 44
paise to close at a 20-month
low against the U.S. dollar on
Wednesday as consistent fo-
reign fund out�ows and risk-
averse sentiment weighed
on the local currency.

Growing concern over the
Omicron variant of the coro-
navirus, after the WHO
warned of high transmissi-
bility risks, hit the appeal of
riskier assets.

The rupee has been under
pressure for the past �ve
weeks due to consistent fo-
rex out�ows on expectations
of faster rate of tapering by
the U.S. Federal Reserve to
rein in rising in�ation. The
local unit has declined in

nine out of 11 trading ses-
sions this month, weakening
by a total 119 paise or 1.58%
against the dollar.

The rupee breached the
76 level and closed at 76.32, a
level not seen since April 24,

2020. The rupee recorded
its sharpest single-day de-
cline in almost eight months.

“So far this month, nine
out of 11 trading sessions, ru-
pee depreciated following
policy divergence between

RBI and U.S. Fed, along with
foreign fund out�ows from
domestic equities,” said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.

A higher trade de�cit
number and the surge in
wholesale price index-based
in�ation also impacted the
rupee, Mr. Parmar said.

Sriram Iyer, Senior Re-
search Analyst at Reliance
Securities, cited increasing
bets that the Fed could accel-
erate the pace of policy nor-
malisation and signal more
rate increases for next year
as weighing on the rupee.

Foreign institutional in-
vestors were net sellers in
the capital markets, pulling
out ₹763.18 crore on Tues-
day, provisional data show.

Rupee slumps to 20-month low
against dollar on FII out�ows
Rising bets that the Fed could accelerate policy normalisation have hit the rupee
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Fed in focus: Expectations the U.S. central bank could signal
more rate increases for 2022 have buoyed the dollar. * REUTERS



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

Should our rights coalesce
with our duties? In recent
times, it has been something

of a constant refrain of the govern-
ing class to advocate an integra-
tion of duty with right. By duty
here they do not mean the con-
comitant obligations that spring
out of constitutional promises, but
a set of ideals that were written in-
to the Constitution during the
acme of the Indira Gandhi-im-
posed Emergency. In their belief,
these otherwise non-binding obli-
gations — the “fundamental du-
ties” as Article 51A describes them
— ought to be treated on a par
with, if not superior to, the various
fundamental rights that the Con-
stitution guarantees. In an inver-
sion of the well-known dictum,
they see duties, and not rights, as
trumps.

Voices and opinion
On Constitution Day last month,
many Union Ministers used the oc-
casion to underline this proposal.
The Minister of Law and Justice,
Kiren Rijiju, claimed that our
country can be made great only “if
we create a balance between fun-
damental duties and fundamental
rights.” The Minister for Culture,
G. Kishan Reddy, took this thought
further still. “Today, on Constitu-
tion Day, it is important that we
emphasise our fundamental du-
ties for the growth and progress of
our country,” he wrote in the Hin-
dustan Times. “If deeper roots
have to be established in a diverse
and democratic country such as
India, citizens will have to con-
verge their inalienable fundamen-

tal rights with their fundamental
duties.” What is more, the link bet-
ween fundamental rights and du-
ties, according to him, was not
merely a constitutional debate but
a “civilisation discussion” — wha-
tever that might mean.

To be sure, it is a basic proposi-
tion that all rights come with du-
ties. But those duties are quite dis-
tinct from the meaning ascribed to
them in the popular discourse.
When a person holds a right, she is
owed an obligation by a duty-bear-
er. For example, when citizens are
promised a right against discrimi-
nation, the government is obliged
to ensure that it treats everybody
with equal care and concern. Simi-
larly, the guarantee of a right to
freedom of speech enjoins the
state to refrain from interfering
with that liberty.

It is only in this sense that rights
and duties go together. But the go-
vernment’s position proposes so-
mething rather more ominous. It
puts forward an idea that our
rights ought to be made condition-
al on the performance of a set of
extraneous obligations. This sug-
gestion is plainly in the teeth of the
Constitution’s text, language, and
history.

Rights, limitations
The Constituent Assembly was
clear in its belief that the Constitu-
tion’s emphasis must always rest
on individual dignity. That is, the
Constitution’s chief purpose must
be to preserve and guarantee basic
human rights, to equality, to auto-
nomy, and to liberty, among oth-
ers. To the framers, the very idea
of deliberating over whether these
rights ought to be provisional, and
on whether these rights ought to
be made subject to the perfor-
mance of some alien duty, was re-
pugnant to the republic’s vision. 

But the importance placed on
every person’s ethical indepen-
dence did not mean that rights

were seen as absolute warrants.
After all, Part III of the Constitu-
tion, in which our fundamental
rights are nestled, contains within
it a set of limitations. However,
none of those restrictions places a
burden on citizens to perform du-
ties as a condition for the enforce-
ment of rights.

The Constitution’s framers saw
the placing of mandates on indivi-
dual responsibilities as nothing
more than a legislative preroga-
tive. Any such imposition would
have to conform to the language of
fundamental rights, but Parlia-
ment was otherwise free to dictate
personal behaviour. For example,
the legislature could impose a du-
ty on individuals to pay a tax on
their income, and this duty could
be enforced in a variety of ways. If
the tax imposed and the sanctions
prescribed were reasonable, the
obligations placed on the citizen
will be constitutionally valid. 

Many duties
In this manner, Parliament and
the State legislatures have im-
posed a plethora of duties — duties
to care for the elderly and for chil-
dren; duties to pay tolls and levies;
duties against causing harm to oth-
ers; duties to treat the environ-
ment with care, the list is endless.
What is critical, though, is that
these laws cannot make a person’s
fundamental right contingent on
the performance of a duty that

they impose. A legislation that
does so will violate the
Constitution.

Now, no sensible person is argu-
ing that duties of this kind are un-
important. To sustain our society,
to live peacefully together, we
must take seriously our civic res-
ponsibilities. But any talk aimed at
making these obligations central,
and at melding our rights with du-
ties, is aimed only at undermining
the Constitution. That this is so is
clear from the history of funda-
mental duties in India. 

In its original form, the Consti-
tution did not enlist any obliga-
tions that an individual was bound
to follow. The fundamental duties
that are now contained in Article
51A were introduced through the
infamous 42nd constitutional
amendment. The Swaran Singh
Committee, which was set up dur-
ing the Emergency, and which re-
commended the insertion of the
clause, also suggested that a fai-
lure to comply with a duty ought
to result in punishment. Ultimate-
ly, the amendment was intro-
duced after the binding nature of
the clause was removed, but its in-
tention was clearly expressed in
the then Law Minister H.R. Gok-
hale’s assertions that the provision
would have “a sobering e�ect” on
the “anti-national” and “subver-
sive” sections of society.

In its �nally adopted form, Arti-
cle 51A encouraged citizens to per-
form several duties: among oth-
ers, to cherish and follow the
noble ideals that inspired the na-
tional struggle for freedom; to
uphold and protect the sovereign-
ty, unity and integrity of India; to
defend the country and render na-
tional service when called upon to
do so; to protect and improve the
natural environment; and to safe-
guard public property. 

When the Emergency came to
pass, these directives were largely
seen in innocuous terms — for one,

they were considered too vague to
make any meaningful di�erence.
But today, when our popular dis-
course veers towards a need to
place an emphasis on duty over
right, the Constitution’s basic eth-
os once again comes under threat.
What these demands overlook is
that the social revolution that the
Constitution was meant to herald
was underpinned by a belief that it
is only a guarantee of rights — un-
impeded by duty — that could help
usher India into a free and egalitar-
ian future.

Questions to ask
This is not to suggest that human
rights are by themselves su�cient.
The philosopher Onora O’Neill has
argued with some force that we
would do well to discuss the pre-
cise nature of duties that rights
create. Unless we do so, our char-
ters of human rights may not by
themselves be enough. 

For example, we may want to
ask ourselves if the promise of a
right to free expression imposes
on the state something more than
a duty to forebear from making an
unwarranted restriction on that li-
berty. Does it require the state to
also work towards creating an
equal society where each person
�nds herself in a position to ex-
press herself freely? Similarly,
does the right to life include within
it a positive obligation on the state
to provide shelter, livelihood, and
health care? 

When we speak about the im-
portance of obligations, it is these
questions that must animate our
discussions. Should we instead al-
low the language of fundamental
duties — as contained in Article
51A — to subsume our political de-
bates, we would only be placing in
jeopardy the moral principles at
the heart of India’s republic.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate
practising at the Madras High Court

A false con�ation between duties and rights
Allowing the language of fundamental duties to subsume political debates would hit the moral principles of the republic

Suhrith Parthasarathy
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The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday is learnt to have
cleared a Bill on electoral re-
forms, including the one to
link electoral roll with Aad-
haar on a voluntary basis to
root out multiple enrol-
ments. The Bill is likely to be
introduced in the ongoing
winter session. 

According to the Bill, the
electoral law will also be
made “gender neutral” for
service voters. An Army
man’s wife is entitled to be
enrolled as a service voter,
but a woman Army o�cer’s
husband is not, according to
provisions in the electoral
law. But this may change
once the Bill gets Parlia-
ment’s nod.

The poll panel had asked
the Law Ministry to replace
the term ‘wife’ with ‘spouse’
in the provision in the Re-

presentation of the People
Act related to service voters.

Four days for enrolment
Another provision of the
proposed Bill will allow the
youth to enrol as voters on
four di�erent dates every
year. As of now, those turn-
ing 18 on or before January 1
of every year are only al-
lowed to register as voters.

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) had been
pushing for multiple cut-o�
dates to allow more eligible
people to register as voters.
Currently, only an indivi-
dual who has attained the
age of 18 as on January 1 of
that year or before is eligible
to be enrolled in the voters’
list. The EC had told the Go-
vernment that the January 1
cut-o� date deprives several
youth from participating in
the electoral exercise held
in a particular year.

Cabinet nod likely for
electoral reforms Bill 
Plan to link voters’ list with Aadhaar
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

November 29, 2021, will be remembered as a
black day in the history of India’s parliamen-
tary democracy. On that day, by a fell blow,
the custodian of the Lok Sabha’s rights, its
Speaker Om Birla, struck at the very raison
d’etre of the House. Historically and consti-
tutionally Parliament is no legislature ma-
chine. It is the grand inquest of the nation.

In Britain and in India, debates long pre-
ceded legislation. What is particularly repul-
sive is that the outrage was orchestrated.
Hours before the House met, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid down the law in the very
terms that the Speaker used in his ruling. At
the Business Advisory Committee, which
met shortly before the House, BJP members
dutifully said ditto.

Holding the House to ransom
The Farm Laws Repeal Bill, 2021, sought to
repeal three contentious farm laws. The
Agriculture Minister, Narendra Singh Tomar,
introduced the Bill for “consideration” and
adoption, which implies after debate. This
was forti�ed by his attacks on the Opposi-
tion’s “hypocritical attitude”. The Opposi-
tion had a right to rebut this but this right
was denied to it.

The Speaker ruled, “I will allow the dis-
cussion only when the House is in order”.
The Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Busi-
ness in Lok Sabha give him no right or power
to hold the House to ransom unless such as-
surances are given in advice. No self-respect-
ing Opposition will submit to this. The Rules
give him ample power to enforce order after
it has been disrupted.

The Minister arrogated to himself the
right to decide that there was no need for a
debate because there was a consensus on the
repeal of the three Acts. This is disingenu-
ous. The Acts remained to be discussed. As
the All India Kisan Sabha pointed out, the
three Acts did not include safeguards to pre-
vent pro�teering and monopoly by corpo-
rates and private entities. The Opposition
was denied the right to move amendments
to the repealing Bill. The Minister went furth-
er still. He said that a debate would have no
tangible results. Why then hold debates on
foreign policy, for instance? Was the House
not entitled to move an amendment to legal
guarantees for Minimum Support Price?

The Rules of Procedure are drafted to en-
sure a free debate, not to sti�e it. There is not

a single Rule or Standing Order which em-
powers the Speaker to act as Mr. Birla did.
Consider Rule 362(1) to begin with: “At any
time after a motion has been made, any
member may move that the question be now
put, and unless it appears to the Speaker that
the motion is an abuse of these rules or an in-
fringement of the right of reasonable debate,
the Speaker shall then put the motion that
the question be now put.” Closure cannot be
imposed without a prior debate.

Rule 363(1) says: “Whenever the debate
on any motion in connection with a Bill or on
any other motion becomes unduly protract-
ed, the Speaker may, after taking the sense of
the House, �x a time limit for the conclusion
of discussion on any stage or all stages of the
Bill or the motion, as the case may be”. It is
the “sense of the House”, not the Speaker’s
opinion, which governs. 

The Speaker’s powers
The Speaker has ample power to quell disor-
derly behaviour. But thereafter, the House is
the master. It can overrule the Speaker (Rule
374A). The Speaker can adjourn the House
or suspend a sitting. The Speaker has no
power to refuse a debate unless an undertak-
ing is given for good conduct in future.

Debates are meant for the edi�cation of
the people and are, in turn, in�uenced by
public opinion. As Ivor Jennings wrote in his
classic on Parliament, “It is not the control of
the Government by the House but the fact
that its dislikes are often a representation of
electoral dislikes that makes debate impor-
tant.” 

Jennings wrote, “Obstruction is an ordin-
ary part of parliamentary procedure”. The
Rules of Procedure provide precisely what
Erskine May’s Parliamentary Practice pre-
scribes. In the event of grave disorder, the
Speaker may adjourn the House or suspend
the sittings. He cannot stipulate good beha-
viour as condition for debate.

What happens in our Parliament is noth-
ing compared to the “rowdyism” in the
House of Commons which Philip Norton
speci�ed in The Times of July 7, 1990. Yet, he
warned that “to limit the capacity of the
House to debate is to frustrate the very pur-
pose of the institution, and so undermine
support for the system of government.”

MPs must draw up a documented state-
ment on the matter, based on India’s Rules of
Procedure and those of the U.K., Canada and
Australia, in assertion of their rights and
those of the people they represent. In fair-
ness, the Speaker should be invited, most
respectfully, to indicate the Rule under
which he acted on November 29, 2021.

A.G. Noorani is a constitutional expert

The Speaker who sti�ed debate
The Speaker has ample power to quell disorderly
behaviour, but thereafter, the House is the master

A.G. Noorani
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The showdown between the farmers
and the Modi government may have
ended, but the essential challenge of
public policy for agriculture remains.
This is the high price of food. For de-
cades now, the price of food has not
�gured much in agricultural policy,
when, actually, it should be the cen-
tral focus in the presence of poor
households. Successive governments
have instead showcased the mini-
mum support price (MSP) they have
o�ered to the farmers and the subsi-
dy they have incurred in making a li-
mited complement of food available
to the consumer though the public
distribution system (PDS). The now-
repealed farm laws themselves were
projected as a means of raising farm
revenues via higher prices. But what
was left unsaid was that a higher
price of food increases poverty, espe-
cially as the rice and wheat supplied
through the PDS constitute only a
part of the total expenditure on food
of the average Indian household.

The rising price of food in India
That a high price of food can trigger
economic insecurity for the indivi-
dual is widely understood but what is
not immediately apparent is its eco-
nomy-wide rami�cation. For the
household, a high price of food
crowds out expenditure on other
items ranging from health and edu-
cation to non-agricultural goods.
This prevents the market for non-
agricultural goods from expanding.
The expansion of this market is ne-
cessary for the non-agricultural eco-
nomy to grow.

This was one of the �rst discover-
ies in economics, made by the En-
glish economist David Ricardo about
two centuries ago. Ricardo had pro-
phesied that due to the scarcity of
good quality land, the cost of pro-
duction of corn, that is wheat, in En-
gland was set to rise, leading in turn
to its rising price. The consequence
of this was to be not only a certain
worsening living standard for the
working class but also a thwarted in-
dustrialisation, as the market for in-

dustrial goods could not grow. What
he failed to predict was the tremen-
dous increase in agricultural yield
that was to come about in the coun-
try with the Industrial Revolution.
The rising yield ensured that the
price of food was kept in check and
the demand for industrial goods was
not cramped. In fact, the price of
food in England was not merely kept
in check, its price relative to that of
other goods actually declined. This
pattern of a declining trend in the re-
lative price of food has been the ex-
perience of all economies that have
grown richer.

An indication of the elevation of
the price of food in an economy is
the share of food in a household’s
budget. In a global comparison we
would �nd that this share is very
large for India. Data from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (2016) show
that this share ranges from over 30%
for India to less than 10% for the U.S.
and the U.K. The �gure for China is
around 20%. More interestingly, we
�nd that countries with higher per
capita income have a lower share of
food in consumption expenditure.
This is in line with Ricardo’s under-
standing of how economies progress
i.e., as food gets cheaper, growth in
the non-agricultural economy is
stimulated. The fact that the richest
countries of the world have been
able to produce food cheaper over
time suggest that such a mechanism
has been at work. It is something that
we have paid scant regard to in India.
Indeed, agricultural policy in India
has remained quite unaccountable in
the face of a rising relative price of
food. For instance, the relative price
of food has risen over 50% since 1991.

The experience of food becoming
more expensive over time is out of
line with the global experience of de-
velopment. When the success of the
1991 economic reforms is recounted,
this contrasting experience in India
never makes the news. Sections of
the media too appear to prefer sensa-
tionalising a small rise in the admi-
nistered price of cooking gas while
remaining silent on the rising price
of food. Arguably, the high price of
food has been a factor in the disap-
pointing lack of expansion of the ma-
nufacturing sector in India despite
repeated e�orts to bring it about.

Both from the point of view of
food security for low-income house-
holds and the dynamism of the non-
agricultural sector, agricultural poli-
cy cannot ignore the price at which
food is produced. This is not to ig-
nore the role of factors across the
supply chain beyond production. We
know of the wastage due to the lack
of proper transportation and cold
storage facilities, both of which lower
the e�ective supply and keep prices
high. But the fact of low agricultural
yield in India by comparison with the
rest of the world has been known for
long, and little is done about it. India
has had an e�ective MSP policy for
the major crops for over 50 years;
how giving it a statutory status now
can change this feature is not ob-
vious. A superior management of soil
nutrients and moisture, assured wa-
ter supply and knowledge inputs
made available via an extension ser-
vice would be crucial.

As agriculture is, unlike industrial
production, an activity that is a�ect-
ed by �uctuation in the weather, it is
risky. Given the importance of food

for our survival, this justi�es public
intervention in agriculture. The issue
is the design and scale of this inter-
vention. In the mid-sixties, when In-
dia was facing food shortage that
could not be solved through trade, a
concerted e�ort was made to raise
domestic agricultural production.
The intervention succeeded in rais-
ing food production but it came with
collateral damage. It introduced the
strategy of ensuring farm pro�tabili-
ty though favourable prices assured
by the state. Further, it entrenched
the belief that it is the farmer’s right
to have the state purchase as much
grain as the farmer wishes to sell to
the state agency. This has resulted in
grain stockpiles far greater than the
o�cially announced bu�er-stocking
norm. Rising public stocks suggests
that the intervention has succeeded
in raising the price beyond what
would have been generated by the
market. These stocks have often rot-
ted, resulting in deadweight loss,
paid for by the public though taxes
or public borrowing. Finally, with all
costs of production reimbursable
and all of output �nding an assured
outlet, supply has outstripped de-
mand. This has led to an unimagina-
ble pressure on the natural environ-
ment, especially water supply. There
has been a prediction from credible
sources that Punjab faces the pros-
pect of deserti�cation fairly soon.

Protect the interests of the poor
India needs an agricultural policy
that ensures that farming is pro�ta-
ble but this cannot be at the cost of a
high price of food. The ‘food pro-
blem’ should no longer be seen only
in terms of the availability of food
from domestic sources. Too high a
price of food, re�ected in a high
share of food in household expendi-
ture, is another dimension of the
problem. This has not received the
attention that it deserves, with go-
vernments pointing to the existence
of a PDS. But a PDS is a roundabout
and costly way of delivering food se-
curity. Raising yields will ensure
pro�tability without raising produc-
er prices, which will in�ate the food
subsidy bill. When negotiating with
the farmers, the government must
protect the interests of the poor of
India.

Pulapre Balakrishnan teaches at Ashoka
University, Sonipat, Haryana

An agricultural policy must ensure that farming is pro�table but not at the cost of a high price of food

The price of food must �gure in the policy

Pulapre Balakrishnan
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The Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) has
said that it will be ready with vaccines for chil-
dren in the next six months. This follows claims

earlier this year that it will be ready with the vaccine,
Covovax, for adults by October; but, so far, no approval
has been forthcoming from the Drugs Controller Gener-
al of India. Covovax is SII’s brand name for Novavax,
the recombinant nanoparticle protein-based vaccine
developed by the U.S.-based Novavax Inc., and this will
be an important vaccine to watch out for because it will
roll out from the SII stable, which as of today, has made
at least 90% of the 1.3 billion vaccines that have found
their way into the arms of Indians. While Covaxin by
Bharat Biotech was hurriedly approved by Indian auth-
orities, it has unfortunately not been able to scale up ra-
pidly enough to make a substantial contribution to In-
dia’s vaccination programme. India has now inoculated
80% of its adults with at least one dose and given that
many have already been exposed to the virus, this num-
ber, in itself, is a fairly creditable achievement even
though it is short of the Government’s initial claim of
fully inoculating all adults by the year-end.

However, Omicron has complicated matters. Said to
be the most infectious of all variants, health experts in
several countries are warning of a ‘tidal wave’ of infec-
tions over the year-end as well as in the �rst quarter of
2022. Because the variant contains several mutations
that allow the virus to escape antibodies, the forecast is
that several — in spite of being vaccinated — may likely
experience breakthrough infections or re-infections.
Seen this way, this also bodes harm for children as ma-
ny have resumed schooling in person and the inevitable
congregations make them targets for infections. India is
yet to approve vaccines for children and is reportedly
deliberating on trial data submitted by Bharat Biotech
on tests done on children. The technical committee al-
so has not authorised boosters and the argument osten-
sibly is that doses must be prioritised for adults who
have not yet been inoculated. Several new vaccines, Zy-
coV-D, Gennova, Sputnik V, Corbevax were to have
been available by now as per the Centre’s estimates in
September and some of them are also testing versions
in children but, as the experience with Covaxin shows,
it is one thing to test and develop a vaccine and quite
another to scale up quickly. The Government must ac-
celerate e�orts to coax supply.

Securing the young
India must accelerate e�orts to increase

vaccine supply for boosters and for children

ics and IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said electronics
manufacturing in the coun-
try had increased to $75 bil-
lion over the past seven
years and was expected to
reach $300 billion in the
next six years. The “chips to
start-ups” programme
would develop 85,000 well-
trained engineers, he said.

Semiconductor designers
would be given the oppor-
tunity to begin start-ups.
The government would bear
50% of the expense under
the design-linked incentive
scheme. The entire pro-
gramme would lead to
35,000 high-quality direct
jobs and indirect employ-
ment for 1 lakh persons.

Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag
Thakur said the scheme was
expected to attract invest-
ment of ₹1.67 lakh crore and
lead to production worth
₹9.5 lakh crore.

“The India Semiconductor
Mission will be led by global
experts in semiconductor
and display industry. It will
act as the nodal agency for
e�cient and smooth imple-
mentation of the schemes
on semiconductors and dis-
play ecosystem,” it added. 

Trusted sources of semi-
conductors and displays
had strategic importance in
the current geopolitical sce-
nario and were “key to the
security of critical informa-
tion infrastructure”, the go-
vernment said. 

“The approved pro-
gramme will propel innova-
tion and build domestic ca-
pacities to ensure the digital
sovereignty of India. It will
also create highly skilled
employment opportunities
to harness the demographic
dividend of the country,” it
added.

Announcing the scheme
at a press brie�ng, Electron-

₹76,000 crore push for
semiconductor makers

Big plans: Union Ministers Ashwini Vaishnav and Anurag
Thakur in New Delhi on Wednesday. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

Reserve Bank of India Depu-
ty Governor Rajeshwar Rao
on Wednesday said while
the RBI would examine the
pros and cons of giving bank-
ing licences to large indus-
trial houses, the fact that
banking was a highly lever-
aged business dealing with
public money meant it
‘made sense’ to keep indus-
try and banking separate. 

He was referring to a re-
cent Internal Working Group
(IWG) report on the topic. 

“Many committees set up
on the subject [of grant of
banking licence] in the past
as well the IWG have ack-
nowledged that large corpo-
rates/ industrial houses can
be an important source of

capital and can provide
management expertise and
strategic direction, given
their pool of entrepreneurial
and managerial talent,” Mr.
Rao said while addressing
the Mint Annual Conclave.

“There is also the issue of
�nding �t and able promo-
ters with deep pockets to set
up a large, technologically
equipped universal bank. At
the same time, concerns

were raised by all of them,
including the IWG, on the at-
tendant risks,” he added.

These included con�icts
of interest via self-dealing at
the expense of bank clients,
favouring associates for ex-
tending loans and under-
mining the neutrality and in-
dependence in deciding
allocation of credit and con-
stricting the �ow of credit to
competitors.

“Caution was also war-
ranted around issues of con-
nected lending, complex
web of group structures,
cross-holding as well as pre-
sence of large number of un-
regulated entities in the
group, as these would
stretch the RBI’s regulatory
and supervisory resources,”
Mr. Rao said.

Makes sense to keep industry,
banking separate: RBI’s Rao
‘Banks access public money, can’t allow con�ict of interest’
Special Correspondent
MUMBAI 



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved a ₹76,000
crore scheme to boost semi-
conductor and display ma-
nufacturing in the country,
taking the total amount of in-
centives announced for the
electronics sector to ₹2.3
lakh crore, the government
said in a statement.

The comprehensive pro-
gramme for the “develop-
ment of sustainable semi-
conductor and display
ecosystem in the country”
was aimed at making India a
global hub of electronic sys-
tem design and manufactur-
ing, the government added.

It said the programme
would usher in a new era in
electronics manufacturing
by providing a globally com-
petitive incentive package to

companies in semiconduc-
tors and display manufactur-
ing as well as design. 

The scheme would pro-
vide �scal support of up to

50% of the project cost for
setting up semiconductor
and display fabrication un-
its. 

The Union government
will work with the States to
set up high-tech clusters
with the required infrastruc-
ture such as land and semi-
conductor-grade water. 

“In order to drive the
long-term strategies for a
sustainable semiconductors
and display ecosystem, a
specialised and independent
‘India Semiconductor Mis-
sion’ will be set up,” it said.

Cabinet approves ₹76,000 crore
push for semiconductor makers
It will extend �scal support of up to 50% of project cost to set up fabrication units
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

IT WILL SPUR SEMICONDUCTOR
ECOSYSTEM: NASSCOM � PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8



The story so far: Zero budget natural
farming (ZBNF) is back on top of the
Government's agricultural agenda, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi set to
highlight it at a national conclave in Gujarat
on Thursday. At an event in Varanasi on
Tuesday, he called for the method to
become a mass movement. The Centre has
sanctioned support for converting four lakh
additional hectares of crop land in eight
States to using ZBNF techniques this year.
This is meant to provide a showcase for their
bene�ts although scienti�c studies on the
method have not yet been completed,
according to Agriculture Secretary Sanjay
Agarwal. 

What is it and how did it come about?
Zero budget natural farming is a method of
chemical-free agriculture drawing from
traditional Indian practices. It was originally
promoted by agriculturist and Padma Shri
recipient Subhash Palekar, who developed it
in the mid-1990s as an alternative to the
Green Revolution’s methods driven by

chemical fertilizers, pesticides and intensive
irrigation. He argued that the rising cost of
these external inputs was a leading cause of
indebtedness and suicide among farmers,
while the impact of chemicals on the
environment and on long-term fertility was
devastating. Without the need to spend
money on these inputs — or take loans to
buy them — the cost of production could be
reduced and farming made into a “zero
budget” exercise, breaking the debt cycle for
many small farmers. 

Instead of commercially produced
chemical inputs, ZBNF promotes the
application of jivamrita — a mixture of fresh
cow dung and aged cow urine, jaggery, pulse
�our, water and soil — on farmland. This is a
fermented microbial culture that adds
nutrients to the soil and acts as a catalytic
agent to promote the activity of
microorganisms and earthworms in the soil.
About 200 litres of jivamrita should be
sprayed twice a month per acre of land; after
three years, the system is supposed to

become self-sustaining. Only one cow is
needed for 30 acres of land, according to Mr.
Palekar, with the caveat that it must be a
local Indian breed — not an imported Jersey
or Holstein. 

A similar mixture, called bijamrita, is used
to treat seeds, while concoctions using neem
leaves and pulp, tobacco and green chillis
are prepared for insect and pest
management. 

The ZBNF method also promotes soil
aeration, minimal watering, intercropping,
bunds and topsoil mulching and discourages
intensive irrigation and deep ploughing. Mr.
Palekar is against vermicomposting, which is
the mainstay of typical organic farming, as it
introduces the most common composting
worm, the European red wiggler (Eisenia
fetida) to Indian soils. He claims these
worms absorb toxic metals and poison
groundwater and soil. 

Is it e�ective?
A limited 2017 study in Andhra Pradesh
claimed a sharp decline in input costs and
improvement in yields. However, reports
also suggest that many farmers, including
from Mr. Palekar’s native Maharashtra, have
reverted to conventional farming after
seeing their ZBNF returns drop after a few
years, in turn raising doubts about the
method’s e�cacy in increasing farmers’
incomes. 

ZBNF critics, including some experts
within the central policy and planning think
tank NITI Aayog, note that India needed the
Green Revolution in order to become
self-su�cient and ensure food security. They
warn against a wholesale move away from
that model without su�cient proof that
yields will not be a�ected. Sikkim, which has
seen some decline in yields following a
conversion to organic farming, is used as a
cautionary tale regarding the pitfalls of
abandoning chemical fertilizers. 

In 2019, soon after Prime Minister praised
ZBNF while addressing a United Nations
conference on deserti�cation, the National
Academy of Agricultural Sciences wrote to
Mr. Modi warning against promoting the
method without su�cient research to assess
its long-term impact. “We are worried about
the impact on farmers’ income, as well as
food security,” said then National Academy
of Agricultural Sciences president Panjab
Singh. “As agricultural scientists, we do feel
the need to move away from 100%
chemical-based farming, but there needs to
be proper scienti�c validation �rst. You

cannot just drop [existing technologies] for
an unproven method which makes
unscienti�c claims about one black cow’s
dung being enough for 30 acres...Some trials
have been started, but a one-year
experiment is too short to judge the
long-term impact,” he had said at the time. 

Which are the States with big plans?
The Centre has sanctioned the proposals of
eight States for support under the
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana scheme
this year. Andhra Pradesh has the biggest
ambition to bring one lakh additional
hectares of land under ZBNF under the
scheme, followed by Chhattisgarh, with
85,000 additional hectares and Gujarat, with
71,000 additional hectares.

The Agriculture Secretary said the
proposals being implemented under the
scheme would be used to showcase the
bene�ts of the method. “Because it is
unproven does not mean it is not good.
Scienti�c studies have not been completed,
but in the �eld it is being proven. It is the

farmers’ own practices which are
showcasing this,” he said.

What lies ahead?
The Prime Minister is set to promote ZBNF’s
bene�ts and provide more details on the
strategies to implement it at Thursday’s
valedictory session of a three-day national
summit on agro and food processing, with a
focus on natural farming, which is being
held in Anand, Gujarat. Over 5,000 farmers
are expected to be present in person.

So far as scienti�c validation is concerned,
all eyes are focussed on the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, which is conducting
studies on the ZBNF methods practised by
basmati and wheat farmers in Modipuram
(Uttar Pradesh), Ludhiana (Punjab),
Pantnagar (Uttarakhand) and Kurukshetra
(Haryana), evaluating the impact on
productivity, economics and soil health
including soil organic carbon and soil
fertility. The Agriculture Secretary said such
studies needed at least three years to arrive
at a conclusion. 

EXPLAINER

What is zero budget natural farming? What are the pros and cons of this method?

The push for Zero Budget Natural Farming 
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Without the need to spend money on
these inputs — or take loans to buy
them — the cost of production could
be reduced and farming made into a
“zero budget” exercise

THE GIST
B ZBNF is a method of
chemical-free agriculture
drawing from traditional
Indian practices. It was
originally promoted by
agriculturist and Padma Shri
recipient Subhash Palekar,
who developed it in the
mid-1990s as an alternative
to the Green Revolution’s
methods driven by chemical
fertilizers, pesticides and
intensive irrigation. 

B ZBNF critics note that
India needed the Green
Revolution in order to
become self-su�cient and
ensure food security. They
warn against a wholesale
move away from that model
without su�cient proof that
yields will not be a�ected.

B Andhra Pradesh wants to
bring one lakh additional
hectares of land under
ZBNF, followed by
Chhattisgarh, with 85,000
additional hectares and
Gujarat, with 71,000
additional hectares.

Priscilla Jebaraj 

At work: ZBNF farmers in
Prakasam district, Andhra
Pradesh, 2018
FILE PHOTO
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The Cabinet has given its ap-
proval to extend its umbrel-
la scheme for irrigation, wa-
ter supply, ground water
and watershed develop-
ment projects for another
�ve years.

Less than half of the iden-
ti�ed irrigation projects
have been completed since
the scheme — Pradhan Man-
tri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
(PMKSY) — began in 2015,
according to Jal Shakti Mi-
nister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat. 

The extension of PMKSY
till 2026 will cost ₹93,068
crore, bene�t 22 lakh farm-

ers and fund dams critical
for water supply to Delhi
and �ve other States in the
upper Yamuna basin, said
an o�cial statement from
the Cabinet Committee for
Economic A�airs.

“In 2015-16, 99 projects
were identi�ed which were
completed more than 50%
but had been pending for
years. Of the 99 projects, 46
have been completed. The
rest of the projects will be
completed by 2024-25,” Mr.
Shekhawat told journalists
after the Cabinet decision. 

The additional irrigation
potential creation target ov-
er the next �ve years is 13.88
lakh hectares. 

Nod to extend irrigation
scheme for �ve years
Only 46% of PMKSY projects completed 
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

The U.S. Navy announced on
Wednesday it tested a laser
weapon and destroyed a
�oating target in West Asia, a
system that could be used to
counter bomb-laden drone
boats deployed by Yemen’s
Houthi rebels in the Red Sea. 

The test on Tuesday saw
the USS Portland test-�re its
Laser Weapon System De-
monstrator at the target in
the Gulf of Aden, the body of
water separating East Africa
from the Arabian Peninsula. 

The Navy’s West Asia-
based 5th Fleet described
the laser as having “success-
fully engaged” the target in a
statement. Previously, the
Portland used the laser to
bring down a �ying drone in

May 2020.
The Gulf of Aden sits

along the southern coast of
war-torn Yemen, which has
been at war since Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels seized
its capital, Sanaa, in 2014. A
Saudi-led coalition entered

the con�ict in March 2015
but the stalemate con�ict
has dragged on for years, be-
coming the world’s worst hu-
manitarian disaster and kill-
ing an estimated 1,10,000
people.

The war also has bled into

the surrounding waterways,
like the Red Sea and the Bab
el-Mandeb, which connects
the sea to the Gulf of Aden.
These waterways lead to the
Suez Canal and onto the Me-
diterranean Sea, making
them crucial for internation-
al shipping and global ener-
gy supplies. 

The Houthis have de-
ployed drone boats into
these waters, which can be
piloted remotely and sent up
to a target before detonating.
These boats are suspected of
being built with Iran’s help. 

The Portland, a San Anto-
nio-class amphibious tran-
sport dock, has its home
port in San Diego. The ship is
deployed as part of the Essex
Amphibious Ready Group
that’s now in West Asia.

U.S. tests laser weapon in West Asia 
USS Portland test-�red the system against a �oating target in the Gulf of Aden 

Testing the waters: The USS Portland lowering a �oating
target into the water in the Gulf of Aden on Tuesday. * AP

Associated Press
Dubai
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The indigenous Medium Al-
titude Long Endurance
(MALE) Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV) development
programme by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has
crossed a milestone by
reaching an altitude of
25,000 feet and an endu-
rance of 10 hours, Secretary
R&D and DRDO Chairman
Dr. Sateesh Reddy said.

Within two months, we
will demonstrate an altitude
of 30,000 feet and 18 hours
endurance meeting the re-
quirements of the Services,
said Dr. Tessy Thomas, Di-
rector General (Aeronautical
Systems), DRDO.

It has advanced capabili-
ties and meets the require-
ments of the three Services,
Dr. Thomas said. Once the
capabilities are demonstrat-
ed in two months, it should
be ready to be handed to the
Services. A programme for a
more capable High Altitude
Long Range (HALE) UAV is
also in the works, Dr. Tho-
mas said.

It technologically match-

es contemporary UAVs avail-
able and will also be cheaper
than the imported ones, o�-
cials said. With some delays
in development, the Rus-
tom-2 last year successfully
�ew for eight hours at an al-
titude of 16,000 feet.

It has been designed and
developed by the Aeronauti-
cal Development Establish-
ment (ADE), Bengaluru with
production partners being
the Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd and the Bharat Electron-
ics Limited. It is being deve-
loped to carry out surveil-
lance and reconnaissance
(ISR) roles and is capable of
carrying di�erent combina-
tions of advanced payload
and capable of auto landing

among others. High endu-
rance UAVs are a priority re-
quirement for the armed
forces especially in the stan-
do� with China in Eastern
Ladakh. The armed forces
rely heavily on the Israeli
Searcher and Heron drones
and need more such UAVs.

Fire-�ghting suit
On Tuesday, among several
systems Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh had handed to
the Home Ministry over a
structural �re-�ghting suit
developed by DRDO’s
Centre for Fire, Explosive
and Environment Safety
(CFEES), Delhi.

The suit weighing 2.8 kg is
an ensemble of several
layers, with the outer layer
being the most durable and
protects against heat,
�ames, water, chemicals
and also against cuts and
abrasion, according to the
DRDO. 

Such a suit has been deve-
loped for the �rst time in the
country and meets Euro-
pean standards while at the
same time lowering import
costs, said Dr. Prasun Roy
from CFEES.

Indigenous e�orts to make
UAVs crosses a milestone
Altitude of 25,000 ft and endurance of 10 hours reached
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Rajnath Singh
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The story so far: India’s defence
exports have increased from ₹1,521 crore
in 2016-17 to ₹8,434.84 crore in 2020-21.
The �gure stood at ₹10,745 crore in
2018-19. The Government has set an
ambitious target to achieve exports of
about ₹35,000 crore ($5 billion) in
aerospace and defence goods and
services by 2025. 

Which Indian companies are major
exporters? 
While giving out the value of defence
exports, Minister of State for Defence
Ajay Bhatt said in a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha earlier this week, “Further,
the names of the major defence items
exported cannot be divulged due to
strategic reasons”. 

According to the latest report of the
Swedish think tank Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI), three Indian companies �gure
among the top 100 defence companies in
the 2020 rankings — Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL), Ordnance
Factory Board and Bharat Electronics Ltd
(BEL). “Their aggregated arms sales of
$6.5 billion were 1.7% higher in 2020 than

in 2019 and accounted for 1.2% of the top
100 total,” the report, released earlier
this month, said. 

There was an overall drop in India’s
arms imports between 2011-15 and
2016-20, according to another SIPRI
report of 2020 and while India remained
among the top importers, it was also
included in the Top 25 defence exporters.

What are the big-ticket items that
India can export?
Addressing the Indian Ocean Region
Defence Ministers conclave at Aero India

2021, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
announced that India was ready to
supply di�erent types of missile systems,
LCA/helicopters, multi-purpose light
transport aircraft, warships and patrol
vessels, artillery gun systems, tanks,
radars, military vehicles, electronic
warfare systems and other weapons
systems to IOR nations. 

In February, talking of the
neighbourhood, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said the changing geopolitical
reality was that many smaller nations
were now worried about security and

would look towards India as it had the
strength of low-cost, high-quality
production. “We are exporting to over 40
nations now. We now have to emerge as a
global exporter,” he had stated. 

Assistance in capacity building and
capability enhancement has emerged as a
major theme in discussions with Indian
Ocean littoral states with the Navy taking
the lead in this area. Vietnam is
procuring 12 Fast Attack Craft under a
$100 million credit line announced by
India and discussions are continuing to
identify systems under the second line of
credit of $500 million. Vietnam is also
interested in Advanced Light Helicopters
and Akash surface-to-air missiles.

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation, Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and Bharat
Electronics Limited have also lined up
several platforms for export. HAL has
pitched its helicopters and the Tejas LCA
to several Southeast Asian and West
Asian nations and is in the race to supply
the LCA to Malaysia. 

Discussions on the sale of BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles, jointly
developed by India and Russia, are at an
advanced stage with some Southeast
Asian nations. 

What are the steps taken by the
Centre to boost defence production?
Measures announced to boost exports
since 2014 include simpli�ed defence
industrial licensing, relaxation of export
controls and grant of no-objection
certi�cates. Speci�c incentives were
introduced under the foreign trade policy
and the Ministry of External A�airs has
facilitated Lines of Credit for countries to
import defence product. In addition,
defence attaches in Indian missions
abroad have been empowered to
promote defence exports. 

The Defence Ministry has also issued a
draft Defence Production & Export
Promotion Policy 2020. 

On the domestic front, to boost
indigenous manufacturing, the
Government had issued two “positive
indigenisation lists” consisting of 209
items that cannot be imported and can
only be procured from domestic industry.
In addition, a percentage of the capital
outlay of the defence budget has been
reserved for procurement from domestic
industry. For the year 2021-22, about 63%
of the capital outlay or about ₹70,221
crore will be done from domestic defence
industry, the Defence Minister has said.

The growth of India’s defence exports
How much have the defence sales from India increased in the past �ve years? What are the factors which contributed to the growth?

EXPLAINER

THE GIST
B India’s defence exports
have increased from ₹1,521 cr
in 2016-17 to ₹8,434.84 cr in
2020-21. The Government
has set an ambitious target
to achieve exports of about
₹35,000 cr by 2025. 

B According to the latest
report of the SIPRI, three
Indian companies �gure
among the top 100 defence
companies in the 2020
rankings — HAL, the
Ordnance Factory Board and
BEL.

B To boost indigenous
manufacturing, the
Government had issued two
“positive indigenisation lists”
consisting of 209 items that
cannot be imported and can
only be procured from
domestic industry.

DINAKER PERI

In demand: An air show with the Sukhoi-30MKI �ghter jets, modi�ed to carry the
BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles in 2020. * MOORTHY M



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


