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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Thousands of people in the
Philippines �ed their homes
and beachfront resorts as
Super Typhoon Rai pum-
melled the country Thurs-
day, with a charity warning
the storm could hit coastal
communities “like a freight
train”.

Rai is the strongest storm
to hit the disaster-prone ar-
chipelago this year.

It was packing maximum
sustained winds of 195 km
an hour as it made landfall
on the southern island of
Siargao at 1:30 p.m., the
State weather forecaster
said.

“This monster storm is
frightening and threatens to

hit coastal communities like
a freight train,” said Alberto
Bocanegra, head of the In-
ternational Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies in the Philippines.

“We are very concerned
that climate change is mak-
ing typhoons more fero-
cious and unpredictable.”

The weather bureau
warned “very destructive”
winds could cause “heavy to
very heavy damage to struc-
tures and vegetation”, along
with widespread �ooding
and rain-induced
landslides.

More than 98,000 people
sought emergency shelter as
the storm charged across
the Paci�c Ocean and
slammed into the country.

Thousands seek emergency shelter

Agence France-Presse
Dapa

Mission mode: Rescue workers evacuating residents from
their �ooded homes in Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines. * AFP

Super Typhoon Rai
hammers Philippines
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The Liberation War of 1971
changed the “ideological
map” of South Asia, Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind said
in Dhaka on Thursday. Parti-
cipating in the celebration to
mark the golden jubilee of
the independence of Bangla-
desh and victory in the war,
President Kovind recollected
the “grassroots support”
from India to attain the free-
dom of Bangladesh. 

“We celebrate with you
this historic day: 50 years
ago, the ideological map of
South Asia changed irreversi-
bly and the proud nation of
Bangladesh was born. On
this occasion, I pay tribute to
the memory of the untold
su�ering of the tens of mil-
lions of Bangladesh, espe-
cially the brutalised daught-
ers, sisters and mothers,”
said President Kovind, ad-
ding that India attached
“highest priority” to its
friendship with Bangladesh. 

“We remain committed to
doing all we can, to help real-
ise the full potential of our
friendship. Like millions of
Indians of my generation, we
were elated by the victory of
Bangladesh over an oppres-
sive regime and were deeply

inspired by the faith and
courage of the people of Ban-
gladesh,” Mr. Kovind said in a
speech at the National Parlia-
ment of Bangladesh. 

Praise for Hasina
In a special gesture, he recit-
ed national poet of Bangla-
desh Kazi Nazrul Islam and
praised Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for inheriting
her father Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s re-
bellious (bidrohi) spirit. 

He praised Ms. Hasina for
confronting military dicta-
torships of her country and
for facing “assassination at-
tempts with remarkable
courage” in the past to esta-
blish democracy. 

“The vision of Bangaband-
hu was of a Bangladesh that
was not only free politically
but also of a nation that was

equitable and inclusive. Sad-
ly, his vision could not be
realised in his lifetime. The
anti-liberation forces that
brutally killed Bangabandhu
and most of his family did
not realise that bullets and
violence cannot extinguish
an idea that has captured the
imagination of millions of
people,” the President said. 

1971 war altered ideological map: Kovind
At 50th year commemoration of Liberation War, President lauds the vision of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Kallol Bhattacherjee 
NEW DELHI

Poignant moment: President Ram Nath Kovind paying tribute to the founding father of
Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, at the Bangabandhu Memorial Museum in Dhaka. * ANI

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8

ferred to the historic March
7, 1971 speech by Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman which is re-
cognised by the UNESCO in
the memory of world regis-
ter as it evokes justice free-
dom and democracy. The
speech was a catalyst in trig-
gering the last phase of the
public movement which
President Yahya Khan of Pa-
kistan tried to crush by
launching the Operation
Searchlight on March 26,
1971. 

Earlier President Kovind
participated in the events at
Dhaka’s National Parade
Ground where an Indian tri-
service contingent marched
alonside the Bangladesh
military contingents. 

Following the military pa-
rade, Prime Minister Hasina
administered an oath to the
people and political leaders
for upholding the freedom
and sovereignty of Bangla-
desh. 

President Kovind re-

1971 war altered S. Asia’s
ideological map: Kovind
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A trilateral summit of the
leaders of India, China and
Russia is expected in the
near future, a top presiden-
tial adviser said in Moscow. 

Brie�ng the media on a
recent videoconference bet-
ween Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin and his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping, pre-
sidential aide Yury Ushakov
said they discussed a trilat-
eral meet with India.

Both the leaders “agreed
to continue exchanging opi-
nions in this regard and to
endeavour to hold the next
summit within the RIC [Rus-
sia-India-China] framework
in the near future,” Mr. Ush-
akov was quoted as saying
by Russian news agency
TASS.

Mr. Putin visited Delhi
brie�y on December 6 and
had a one-on-one meeting
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi . Upon returning
to Moscow, he held a video-
conference with Mr. Xi. The
sequence of meetings has
acquired special signi�-
cance in the context of ten-

sion between India and Chi-
na along the Line of Actual
Control since early 2020.

India is yet to acknow-
ledge if the China factor had
come up for discussion dur-
ing Mr. Putin’s visit. The tri-
lateral format has been con-
vened at various levels
though a meeting at the lea-
dership level is yet to take
place. 

The foreign ministers of
Russia, India and China met
on November 26. At that
meeting, all parties agreed
to counter terrorism but a
major di�erence was visible
on Indo-Paci�c, with Russia
supporting Chinese concern
on Indo-Paci�c grouping
‘Quad’.

It will be the �rst since LAC crisis
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Vladimir Putin, Narendra
Modi and Xi Jinping at the
G20 meet in 2019.

Putin, Modi, Xi
meet soon: o�cial India’s negative vote at the UN Security Council

(UNSC) on a draft resolution on climate change is a
re�ection of its long-held opposition to expanding

the UNSC’s mandate into areas that are already being
dealt with by other multinational fora. The resolution,
piloted by Ireland and Niger and which had the support
of a majority of the UNSC members, was voted down by
India and Russia — it has veto powers — while China ab-
stained. Their position is that the UNSC’s primary res-
ponsibility is “maintenance of international peace and
security” and climate change-related issues are outside
its ambit. But the supporters of the resolution argue
that the climate is creating security risks in the world,
which will exacerbate in the future with water shortage,
migration and a destruction of livelihoods. Germany
had circulated a similar draft last year which was never
put to vote in the Security Council as the Trump admi-
nistration opposed it. Now, with support from the Bi-
den administration, the developed world is pushing to
include what they call “climate security” in the agenda
of the UNSC. While the urgency to take action to tackle
climate change is appreciated, the attempt to securitise
the climate agenda could have unintended consequenc-
es. Bringing the issue under the UNSC will also give
more powers to the world’s industrialised countries,
which hold a veto power, to decide on future action on
climate-related security issues.

Currently, all matters related to climate change are
being discussed in the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), a specialised agency. And
with over 190 members, its framework has made pro-
gress in tackling climate change. It is this process that
led to the Kyoto Protocol, the Paris Agreement and the
recent COP26 summit, and has put in place an interna-
tional approach to combat global climate change. Sure,
there is valid criticism that decision making at UNFCCC
conferences is slow and there has to be faster collective
action to tackle climate change and associated challeng-
es. But the solution is not outsourcing decision making
to the �ve permanent members of the UNSC. Also, it is
wrong to look at climate change through the prism of
security. Each nation faces di�erent challenges in tran-
sitioning into a greener economy. As India’s Permanent
Representative at the UN T.S. Tirumurti pointed out,
the developed countries, all big polluters, have not met
the promises they made with regard to climate action.
The least developed and developing countries should
be encouraged to keep the promises they made with �-
nancial assistance. This needs to be a collective process
and the best way is through the UNFCCC, where deci-
sions made are by consensus. The UNFCCC should not
only make sure that the promises made by member
countries, especially the powerful ones, in previous
conferences are kept but also expand the scope of dis-
cussions to include climate-related security issues.

Wrong forum 
The attempt to securitise the climate change

agenda could have unintended consequences
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The Federal Reserve, signall-
ing its in�ation target has
been met, said on Wednes-
day it would end its pandem-
ic-era bond purchases in
March and pave the way for
three quarter-percentage-
point interest rate increases
by the end of 2022 as it exits
from policies enacted at the
start of the health crisis.

In new economic projec-
tions released following its
policy meeting, Fed o�cials
forecast that in�ation would
run at 2.6% next year, com-
pared with the 2.2% project-
ed in September, and the un-
employment rate would fall
to 3.5% — near if not exceed-
ing full employment.

O�cials, at the median,
projected the Fed’s bench-
mark overnight interest rate
would need to rise from its
current near-zero level to
0.90% by the end of 2022.
That would kick o� a raising
cycle that would see the
Fed’s policy rate climb to
1.6% in 2023 and 2.1% in
2024 — nearing but never ex-

ceeding levels that the Fed
would consider restrictive of
economic activity.

It is, in outline, the “soft
landing” that Fed o�cials
hope will transpire, with
U.S. in�ation gradually eas-
ing in coming years while
unemployment remains low
in a growing economy.

The timing of the �rst in-
crease, the central bank
said, would hinge solely on
the path of a job market that
is expected to continue im-
proving in coming months.

Dropped from the policy
statement was any reference
to in�ation as “transitory,”
with the Fed instead ack-
nowledging that price in-
creases had exceeded its 2%
target “for some time.”

Fed sees three rate increases
in ’22 as in�ation battle begins
U.S. central bank drops reference to in�ation as ‘transitory’
Reuters
WASHINGTON

The Biden administration
said on Thursday it is impos-
ing new sanctions on several
Chinese biotech and surveil-
lance companies and go-
vernment entities for ac-
tions in Xinjiang province,
the latest step against Beijing
over human rights abuses of
Uighur Muslims.

The Commerce Depart-
ment is targeting China’s
Academy of Military Medical
Sciences and its 11 research
institutes that focus on using
biotechnology to support
the Chinese military. 

The move will bar Ameri-
can companies from selling
components to the entities
without a licence. 

“The scienti�c pursuit of
biotechnology and medical

innovation can save lives.
Unfortunately, the PRC (Peo-
ple’s Republic of China) is
choosing to use these tech-
nologies to pursue control
over its people and its re-
pression of members of eth-
nic and religious minority
groups,” Commerce Secre-
tary Gina Raimondo said.
“We cannot allow U.S. com-

modities, technologies, and
software that support medi-
cal science and biotechnical
innovation to be diverted to-
ward uses contrary to U.S.
national security,” she said.

The o�cial, explaining
the Commerce Department
actions, noted that U.S. intel-
ligence has established that
Beijing has set up a high tech
surveillance system across
Xinjiang that uses biometric
facial recognition and has
collected DNA samples from
all residents, aged 12 to 65.

Meanwhile, the Senate
gave approval on Thursday
to a Bill barring all imports
from China’s Xinjiang region
unless businesses can prove
they were produced without
forced labour. The Bill now
goes to President Joe Biden,
who is expected to sign it.

U.S. imposes sanctions against
China over abuse of Uighurs
Biotech �rms targeted over ‘repression of minority groups’
Associated Press
Washington

Gina Raimondo 

The Union Cabinet has raised the legal age of
marriage for girls to 21 on the recommenda-
tions of the four-member task force led by
former Samata Party chief Jaya Jaitly. In this
article dated August 21, 2020, Mary E. John
explains how raising the legal age would not
do anything to improve health of mothers
and their infants. Edited excerpts:

From the ramparts of the Red Fort on Inde-
pendence Day, the Prime Minister declared
that the Government is considering raising
the legal age of marriage for girls, which is
currently 18 years. He said, “We have formed
a committee to ensure that daughters are no
longer su�ering from malnutrition and they
are married o� at the right age. As soon as the
report is submitted, appropriate decisions
will be taken about the age of marriage of
daughters.” The Government seems to be
motivated by the belief that simply raising the
age of marriage is the best way to improve the
health and nutritional status of mothers and
their infants. We need to ask where this belief
is coming from.

One plausible source could be those who
advocate for population control. Consider,
for example, an article published in the pres-
tigious journal The Lancet Child and Adoles-
cent Health, by Nyugen, Scott, Neupane,
Tran and Menon, on May 15, 2019, funded by
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. This
article analyses data on stunting in children
and thinness in mothers (as measures of un-
der-nourishment) in the latest round of the
National Family Health Survey 4 (2015-16).
The authors examine the strength of the asso-
ciation between many di�erent causal factors
(the mother’s age at childbearing, her educa-
tional level, living conditions, health condi-
tions, decision-making power, and so on) and
the health status of mother and child. As it
turns out, the poverty of the mother plays the
greatest role of all by far — both in relation to
her undernourishment and that of her child,
but this is not acknowledged. The stated con-
cern of the study was to �nd ways to break
the “intergenerational cycle of undernutri-
tion”. Surely the best way to go about break-
ing such a cycle would be to pick the factors
that are playing the strongest role in perpet-
uating it. In this case, it would be to address
the poverty of the mother, which could be
done in a myriad ways, beginning with the
most direct method of nutritional pro-
grammes for girls and women through a
range of institutional mechanisms from An-
ganwadis to schools. However, the authors
choose to concentrate on delaying the age of
pregnancy, even though this is the weakest
link of all. The article is unusually generous in
its use of the usual scholarly caveats, but
leaves itself open to being co-opted by larger
agendas driven by the doctrine that “over-
population” is the root of all evil in poor
countries.

It is unfortunate that such thinking is �nd-
ing a home in the highest o�ce of the Indian
Government. Just a year ago, from the ram-
parts of the same fort, the Prime Minister
bluntly declared that “population explosion”
was one of India’s major problems. Perhaps
he (or his advisers) were in�uenced by the
many international reports making alarming
predictions about future dystopias that
would result if child marriage were not swift-
ly eliminated in countries like India, which is
home to the largest number of underage mar-
riages in the world. Our own demographers
have been studying the apparent link bet-
ween early marriage and escalating fertility
rates for decades. As it turns out, India’s fer-
tility rates have been declining to well below
replacement levels in many States, including
those with higher levels of child marriage.
This could be the reason why those advocat-
ing population control have chosen to shift
from fuelling fears about booming popula-
tions to expressing concern for the under-
nourishment of children.

Perhaps there is a more cynical reason at
work. Raising the age at marriage by amend-
ing the law is costless and can be e�ortlessly
achieved by legal �at. Why not claim that do-
ing so will enhance the welfare of women and
children, since addressing the true causes of
the poor health and nutrition of mothers and
children is too di�cult a task? But the change
will leave the vast majority of Indian women
who marry before they are 21 without the le-
gal protections that the institution of mar-
riage otherwise provides, and make their fa-
milies criminalisable. 

Mary E. John is at the Centre for Women’s
Development Studies. Views are personal

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Marriage age
misconception
Mary E. John
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The Centre has informed the
Delhi High Court that the
Personal Data Protection Bill
2019, which was tabled in
Parliament on Thursday,
contains provisions related
to the ‘right to be forgotten’.

‘Right to be forgotten’ is a
fairly new concept in India
where an individual could
seek to remove or delete on-
line posts which may con-
tain an embarrassing pic-
ture, video or news articles
mentioning them. 

The Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY), in an a�da-
vit, stated that the
international legal concept
of ‘right to be forgotten’ is
evolving in India. “The right

to privacy is a fundamental
right and it also includes the
right to be forgotten,” the
Ministry said.

The a�davit highlighted
two judgments passed by
the Orissa High Court and
the Karnataka High Court
where they have accepted
the doctrine of the ‘right to
be forgotten’ as an essential
part of the ‘right to privacy’.

MeitY’s a�davit came in
response to a petition �led
by two businessmen before
the High Court seeking to re-
move certain articles, relat-
ing to a criminal case lodged
against them, from various
online platforms. Business-
men Jaideep Mirchandani,
an NRI, and Siraj Amani, in
their joint petition, said they
were aggrieved by certain

online articles related to
their arrest in a 2002 case,
from which they were ac-
quitted in 2016.

The petition argued that
even though the business-
men “had been honourably
discharged by the compe-
tent courts, yet the alleged
articles and wrong informa-
tion available against peti-
tioners continue to haunt
them”.

The businessmen said
they have the ‘right to be for-
gotten’ or the ‘right to de-
link’ in the context of the
facts and circumstances of
the case.

The Ministry added that
the Information Technology
Act provides for blocking
certain information for pu-
blic access.

Petition seeks removal of articles relating to a criminal case
Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Data protection Bill has provisions for
‘right to be forgotten’, Centre tells HC

On a day when the long-
awaited report on the Data
Protection Bill 2019 was ta-
bled in Parliament, the
chairperson of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee and
BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary
stressed that divulging the
reasons for exemptions to
government agencies would
imperil the security of the
state. 

The report has been in the
works for the past two years.
You got less than six months
as the chairperson. What

were the challenges? 
� The primary challenge was
that with the ever-changing
technology, we cannot vi-
sualise what other com-
pliance problems could crop
up in the future. Our endea-
vour was to write a compre-
hensive and futuristic re-
port. 

There were seven dissent
notes from the members,
many of them aimed at the
controversial Clause 35 that
gives exemption to
government agencies. Why
did the committee retain it?
� Clause 35 is very clear; it

exempts the government
agencies from the purview of
the law only for the reasons
of “public order”, “sove-
reignty”, “friendly relations
with foreign states” and “se-
curity of the state”. And the
reasons to seek exemption
have to be noted in writing.

Now, some of the members
wanted this record of rea-
sons to be tabled for Parlia-
ment’s approval. It simply
can’t be done! Divulging the
reasons would imperil the
security of the state. If there
is a con�ict between interest
of the nation and interest of
an individual, the former al-
ways takes precedence.

Another key criticism was
that the law seeks to make
two ecosystems — one for the
government with all the
exemption and another one
for the private sector where
the law would be enforced

with full rigour. Your
comments. 
� You are talking about Sec-
tion 12. It says that for pro-
viding a service or extending
a bene�t by a government
agency, the consent of the
data principal need not be
taken. If we were to remove
this clause, the entire coun-
try would come to a halt.
Our entire push towards dig-
itisation would also come to
a stop. The committee has
been vigilant about maintain-
ing a balance between practi-
cality and privacy issues.

(For full interview, log on
to bit.ly/DataLawJPC)

INTERVIEW | P.P. CHAUDHARY

‘Nation’s interest always trumps individual interest’
Balance between practicality and privacy maintained, says chairperson of panel on data protection Bill
Sobhana K. Nair 
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The Centre has decided to
raise the legal age of mar-
riage of women from 18 to 21
years and is likely to move
legislative amendments in
the ongoing winter session
of Parliament.

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday cleared a propo-
sal to bring uniformity in
the marriageable age of men
and women, sources told
news agency PTI on Thurs-
day, adding that a Bill to
amend the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act (PCMA),
2006, will be introduced
during this session.

The proposed Bill may al-
so contain amendments to
various personal laws relat-
ing to marriage of various
communities to ensure a un-
iform age of marriage.

As of now, the legal age of
women to get married is 18,

while that for men is 21.
Minister for Women and

Child Development Smriti
Irani and Secretary, Minis-
try of Child Development,
Indevar Pandey, refused to
comment on the subject.

Last year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
that the government would
soon take a decision on the
age of marriage of women.
This followed a government
decision to appoint a 10-
member task force led by
former Samata Party chief
Jaya Jaitly. The panel sub-
mitted its report to the
Prime Minister’s O�ce
(PMO) and the Ministry of
Women and Child Develop-
ment in December last year
and recommended that the
age of marriage of women
be raised to 21. The panel’s
report has not been made
public yet.

(With PTI inputs)

Cabinet nod to raise 
girls’ marriage age to 21
Child Marriage Act to be amended
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
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In�ows into India via foreign
direct investments (FDI) may
decline by about 20% this �s-
cal after the all-time high in-
vestments of close to $82 bil-
lion received in FY21, UBS
Global said in a research re-
port on Thursday.

“India’s net FDI in�ows
have slowed in the �rst half
of calendar year 2021 after
very strong FDI in�ows in
the second half of 2020,”
UBS said in the report. 

“The latter was due to the
services sector, which conti-
nues to dominate FDI in-
�ows, with e-commerce and
digital platforms the new
wave, while manufacturing

has lagged,” it added. “We
see risk of FDI in�ows declin-
ing by about 20% year-on-
year, in 2021-22 — which
could weigh on the rupee
near term — before recover-
ing in 2022-23 and beyond,”

UBS economists said in a re-
port titled ‘Asian net inward
FDI on track for a record
year — what happens next?’

Net FDI in�ows in India
are not expected to fully o�-
set the country’s current ac-

count de�cit this year, but
the reshoring of supply
chains due to the pandemic
is a ‘relative positive’ for
more investments into India
and ASEAN countries, the
Swiss �rm suggested. FDI in-
�ows in the �rst half of this
year were about $31 billion.

“It appears that the resh-
oring dynamic is impacting
South Asian economies less
than China,” it pointed out.

Asia is expected to receive
the highest FDI this year, go-
ing well past the previous re-
cord net inward FDI of $252
billion in 2013. UBS econo-
mists expect FDI in�ows into
India to rise to about $85 bil-
lion by FY26 and to almost
$100 billion over �ve years.

FDI may decline 20% in FY22,
trend to weigh on rupee: UBS
Slowdown follows ‘very strong’ in�ows in services sector in second half of 2020
Special Correspondent 
NEW DELHI 

Changing tack: The post-pandemic reshoring of supply chains
is a ‘relative positive’ for India and ASEAN. * SUDERSHAN V



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

Total outstanding dues
owed by power distribution
utilities or discoms to gener-
ation �rms (gencos) are esti-
mated to be more than ₹1.56
lakh crore, Parliament was
informed on Thursday.

“Discoms have not been
able to pay the generation
companies for the power
procured, and the outstand-
ing payments to generation
companies are estimated to
be in excess of ₹1,56,000
crore,” Power Minister R. K.
Singh said in a written reply
to the Lok Sabha.

Reforms deliberated
“The outstanding dues to re-
newable generators are

around 11 months of reve-
nues. Therefore, reforms
have been deliberated upon
in consultation with the
states and all stakeholders,”

The condition of most of
the State government-
owned distribution compa-
nies is a matter of grave con-
cern, the Minister stated.

Their AT&C (aggregate

technical and commercial)
losses at the end of 2019-20
range from an average of 21%
to a maximum of 60.16%. 

The gap between Average
Cost of Supply (ACS) and Av-
erage Revenue Realised
(ARR) excluding Regulatory
Assets and Ujwal DISCOM
Assurance Yojana (UDAY)
grants averages 60 paise per
unit in 2019-20 and the ac-
cumulated losses of all dis-
coms in the country by 2019-
20 have risen to ₹5,07,416
crore, he informed.

About government’s
plans to introduce a Bill,
enabling the power consum-
er to choose from multiple
service providers, the minis-
ter said, “No �nal decisions
have been arrived at so far.” 

Power discoms owe gencos
more than ₹1.56 lakh cr.: Singh 
‘By 2019-20, discoms accumulated losses were₹5.07 lakh cr.’

Press trust of india
new delhi
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The demand of farmers to
provide a legal guarantee for
the minimum support price

(MSP) for their produce has trig-
gered a nationwide debate. Some
believe it would be “�scally rui-
nous” to procure all the 23 crops
for which MSP is announced an-
nually. Others contend that pro-
curing these crops would be a lo-
gistical nightmare. There is yet
another dimension of this debate
that has largely gone unnoticed.
Can India provide a legal guaran-
tee for MSP without violating its in-
ternational law obligations en-
shrined in the Agreement on
Agriculture (AoA) of the World
Trade Organization (WTO)? 

As a trade-distorting subsidy
One of the central objectives of the
AoA is to cut trade-distorting dom-
estic support that WTO member
countries provide to agriculture.
In this regard, the domestic subsi-
dies are divided into three catego-
ries: ‘green box’, ‘blue box’ and
‘amber box’ measures. Subsidies
that fall under the ‘green box’ (like
income support to farmers de-
coupled from production) and
‘blue box’ (like direct payments
under production limiting pro-
grammes subject to certain condi-
tions) are considered non-trade
distorting. Countries can provide

unlimited subsidies under these
two categories. However, price
support provided in the form of
procurement of crops at MSP is
classi�ed as a trade-distorting sub-
sidy and falls under the ‘amber
box’ measures, which are subject
to certain limits. 

To measure ‘amber box’ sup-
port, WTO member countries are
required to compute Aggregate
Measurement of Support (AMS).
AMS is the total of product-speci�c
support (price support to a partic-
ular crop) and non-product-specif-
ic support (fertilizer subsidy). Un-
der Article 6.4(b) of the AoA,
developing countries such as India
are allowed to provide a de mini-
mis level of product and non-pro-
duct domestic subsidy. This de mi-
nimis limit is capped at 10% of the
total value of production of the
product, in case of a product-spec-
i�c subsidy; and at 10% of the total
value of a country’s agricultural
production, in case of non-pro-
duct subsidy. Subsidies breaching
the de minimis cap are trade-dis-
torting. Consequently, they have
to be accounted for in the AMS.

The procurement at MSP, after
comparing it with the �xed exter-
nal reference price (ERP) — an av-
erage price based on the base
years 1986-88 — has to be included
in AMS. Since the �xed ERP has
not been revised in the last several
decades at the WTO, the di�e-
rence between the MSP and �xed
ERP has widened enormously due
to in�ation. 

For instance, according to the
Centre for WTO Studies, India’s
ERP for rice, in 1986-88, was
$262.51/tonne and the MSP was

less than this. However, India’s ap-
plied administered price for rice in
2015-16 stood at $323.06/tonne,
much more than the 1986-88 ERP.
When this di�erence is accounted
for in the AMS, the possibility of
overshooting the de minimis limit
becomes real. Procuring all the 23
crops at MSP, as against the cur-
rent practice of procuring largely
rice and wheat, will result in India
breaching the de minimis limit
making it vulnerable to a legal
challenge at the WTO.

Even if the Government does
not procure directly but mandates
private parties to acquire at a price
determined by the Government,
as it happens in the case of sugar-
cane, the de minimis limit of 10%
applies. Very recently, a WTO pa-
nel in the case, India – Measures
Concerning Sugar and Sugarcane,
concluded that India breached the
de minimis limit in the case of su-
garcane by o�ering guaranteed
prices paid by sugar mills to sugar-
cane farmers. 

Peace clause
The AoA needs to be amended so
that it provides adequate policy
space to run an MSP-backed food

security programme. Although a
permanent solution is nowhere in
sight, the countries have agreed to
a peace clause. The peace clause
forbids bringing legal challenges
against price support-based pro-
curement for food security pur-
poses even if it breaches the limit
on domestic support. However,
the peace clause is subject to sev-
eral conditions. For example, it
can be availed by developing
countries for the support provided
to traditional staple food crops to
pursue public stockholding pro-
grammes for food security (pro-
curing food to provide free ration
through the Public Distribution
System).

Furthermore, the peace clause
is applicable only for programmes
that were existing as of the date of
the decision and are consistent
with other requirements. Coun-
tries are also under an obligation
to notify the WTO if their subsidies
exceed the permissible level. For
instance, earlier this year, India re-
ported to the WTO that it gave sub-
sidies worth $6.31 billion for rice in
2019-20 while the value of rice
production was $46.07 billion. In
other words, the subsidies were
13.6% of the total value of produc-
tion as against the de minimis level
of 10%. 

India’s procurement for rice
and wheat, even if it violates the de
minimis limit, will enjoy legal im-
munity. However, India will not be
able to employ the peace clause to
defend procuring those crops that
are not part of the food security
programme (such as cotton,
groundnut, sun�ower seed). 

Even if the AoA is amended to

exclude MSP-backed procurement
for food security purposes from
the AMS, procurement for other
crops at prices higher than the
�xed ERP would be considered
trade-distorting and thus subject
to the de minimis limit. Therefore,
India needs to recalibrate its agri-
cultural support programmes to
make use of the �exibilities availa-
ble in the AoA. 

Some alternatives
Arguably, India can move away
from price-based support in the
form of MSP to income-based sup-
port, which will not be trade-dis-
torting under the AoA provided
the income support is not linked
to production. 

Alternatively, one can supple-
ment price-based support (keep-
ing the de minimis limit in mind)
with an income-based support
policy. However, it will be arduous
especially given the climate of high
misgiving prevailing between the
farmers and the political
establishment.

The recent �asco with the three
repealed farm laws demonstrates
that reforms in agriculture, no
matter how sagacious, cannot be
shoved down the throats of the
farmers. The Government needs
to engage with the farmers and
create an a�able environment to
convince them of other e�ective
policy interventions, beyond MSP,
that are �scally prudent and WTO
compatible.

Prabhash Ranjan is Professor and 
Vice Dean, Jindal Global Law School, 
O.P. Jindal Global University. The views
expressed are personal

The WTO’s challenge to MSP is another frontier to cross 
The need is to convince farmers of other e�ective policy interventions that are World Trade Organization compatible
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The recent killing of 14 civilians in
Nagaland’s Mon district by the In-
dian armed forces has put the spot-
light back on the e�cacy of the
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act
(AFSPA) of 1958. If its raison d’etre
was to quell militancy and make
way for the peaceful integration of
insurgency-hit regions, has it served
its purpose? In a conversation mod-
erated by S. Anandan, Patricia
Mukhim and Major General (retd.)
Gajinder Singh discuss the moral,
legal and political questions per-
taining to the controversial legisla-
tion and its impact. Edited excerpts:

The Santosh Hegde Committee,
appointed by the Supreme
Court to look into six of the
1,528 alleged extrajudicial
killings in Manipur, noted in its
report in 2013 that the
“continuous use of the AFSPA
for decades in Manipur has
evidently had little or no e�ect
on the situation”. Has the Act
been counterproductive?

Patricia Mukhim: It is evident that
the Act has not succeeded in its mis-
sion of containing insurgents be-
cause even today in Manipur, there
are 32 active militant out�ts. In Na-
galand, because of the peace talks,
most of the out�ts have come under
one umbrella, the NSCN(I-M) [Na-
tional Socialist Council of Nagaland
(Isak-Muivah)], which is very ambig-
uous in its demands. 

The Supreme Court said that a
grave situation of law and order
must occur for a region to be de-
clared a ‘disturbed area’ and that
Section 3 of the AFSPA cannot be
construed as conferring power to is-
sue a declaration without any time
limit. The Disturbed Areas Act is re-
viewed every six months because
without it in place, you cannot have
the AFSPA. In 2015, the Tripura
Chief Minister, Manik Sarkar, cited a
drop in militancy to revoke the Dis-
turbed Areas Act, with which the
AFSPA too went away.

The AFSPA is a colonial law
which hangs over our heads like the
Sword of Damocles. It must go as it
is prone to abuse and also shows
that the country cannot come up
with an anti-insurgency or a coun-
ter-insurgency force. When you use

the Army against your own people,
you are actually abusing the Army
because it is trained to �ght the ene-
my, not its own people. By sending
the Army to �ght its own people and
then creating an uproar about the
abuse of the AFSPA, you are making
the Army schizophrenic.

Gajinder Singh: The normalisa-
tion of the situation in many parts of
the country — be it in Mizoram;
Tripura; the Cachar Hills of Assam;
the Tirap, Changlang and Logding
districts of Arunachal Pradesh; or
areas south of the Pir Panjal in Jam-
mu and Kashmir — was made possi-
ble by the armed forces. In fact, the
removal of the AFSPA from Tripura
is testimony to what the forces have
been able to achieve. They couldn’t
have done this without the legal
provision for their deployment in
counter-insurgency areas.

However, I would say that the �-
nal solution to insurgency or terro-
rism is not military in nature; it is
political and economical. The Army
has normalised the situation many
times in J&K and the Northeast. But
the State governments, and to a cer-
tain extent the Central government,
have not been able to carry forward
the political process.

Three Chief Ministers in the
Northeast have now demanded
that the Act be repealed. Many
a time, the Centre undermined
federalism by refusing to listen
to the States, while on
occasions, the States
themselves have wanted the
Act to stay. So, is AFSPA being
used more as a political tool?

PM: Perhaps what is needed is a re-
ferendum on the AFSPA because
the State governments and the
Centre are playing football with it.
As I said earlier, when Mr. Sarkar re-
voked the Disturbed Areas Act, the
AFSPA automatically went away.
Why are the other State govern-
ments not doing the same? In 1958,
the nation-building process was at
its nascent stage and the country
was in no position to understand its
periphery. So, to have the military
bring in a certain degree of law and
order in a con�ict situation for a
short period would have been forgi-

ven. But the Act is not meant to con-
tinue forever. It is ethically, morally
and legally wrong. Perhaps it’s time
for the people to rally under a com-
mon platform and go to Jantar Man-
tar to voice their views. It’s di�cult
for the entire Northeast to come to-
gether, as every State has got a bor-
der problem with Assam. It would
also depend on the ruling dispensa-
tion in each State. But politics apart,
you have to show that you mean bu-
siness. Otherwise, this will become
another dead issue before long.

GS: The prolonged deployment of
the armed forces for internal secur-
ity duties is not desirable. No one
wants to be �ghting their own peo-
ple. The State governments must re-
view the security situation and see if
they need the presence of the Army
and the Assam Ri�es in their States.
They need to see if their police forc-
es are capable of handling the situa-
tion. If they don’t feel the need to
have the Army or the Assam Ri�es,
they should ask for the withdrawal
of these forces. The AFSPA is just a
tool; it’s a legal provision for the Ar-
my to operate in these areas. Ho-
wever, we would want the State pol-
ice forces to be enabled to control
the situation on their own. The Ar-
my should be preparing all the time
for war against external aggression.

Lt. Gen. (retd) D.S. Hooda in
2018 said it would perhaps be
better to replace the AFSPA
with a more humane,
acceptable legislation, which
would also provide better legal
protection to the soldiers in
counter-insurgency areas. 

GS: I’m not aware of what he said.
But notwithstanding that, many pe-
ople have demanded its repeal.
Some feel that there’s a need to
modify this Act, while some others
think it should be replaced with so-

mething else. The Jeevan Reddy
Committee, the J.S. Verma Commit-
tee, and the Second Administrative
Reforms Commission have all com-
mented along these lines. Having
served in these areas for a very long
time, I think the Act can be amend-
ed to make it more humane. But re-
pealing it or replacing it in full is not
going to work if the armed forces
are to operate in these areas.

It is actually an issue of percep-
tions. Data do not actually support
the bad opinion about the AFSPA.
On many occasions, the Supreme
Court has upheld its legality and en-
dorsed the dos and don’ts which
were laid out by the Army head-
quarters. And at the ground level,
the commanders and the soldiers
are sensitive and know that they are
operating against their own people.

But is there any mechanism for
accountability? The AFSPA
grants blanket immunity to the
forces. Further, the
Government of India (GoI) has
reportedly denied permission
to prosecute any armed forces
personnel in cases of alleged
fake encounters investigated by
the CBI.

PM: There isn’t any mechanism at
the moment because the GoI also
has its hands tied. If it uses the Ar-
my, it cannot disable the Army by
diluting the Act in some way. And
the Army will not want to operate in
that kind of situation. But why is the
Army not used in the Maoist-a�ect-
ed areas? There too people and un-

iformed personnel are killed. Are
the people of the Northeast and J&K
not India’s own people that they
have to be fought with the Army?

GS: Having served in the Northeast
for seven tenures, I can say that
there cannot be a more wrong as-
sumption. The Northeast is very
close to the hearts of the people of
the rest of India, especially people
like me.

There’s an argument that the
continuous enforcement of the
AFSPA has derailed the peace
process, involving the NSCN
(I-M) in this case, with large
sections of the people
disenchanted that they have
been kept out of the process.

PM: The NSCN(I-M) could have de-
manded revocation of the Act as a
prerequisite for the peace talks back
in 1997 itself when it became a party
to it. It’s only now that it is jumping
on the bandwagon, clamouring for
the Act’s repeal.

In Nagaland, the people are trau-
matised because they are caught
between the state and non-state
forces. The non-state forces extort
money from businesses, entrepre-
neurs, the government, govern-
ment employees. Even develop-
ment funds are being shared with
militant out�ts. So, there’s a total
absence of law and order in these
States. For instance, we don’t have
an opposition any longer in the Na-
galand Assembly. All the 60 MLAs
have joined the government on the
plea that they will ensure the culmi-
nation of the 25-year-old peace pro-
cess. But that’s not happening.

How does the NSCN(I-M)’s de-
mand for a �ag and a separate Con-
stitution work in the Naga-inhabited
areas of Manipur which have given
up the demand for sovereignty? The
GoI is very clear that it is not going
to allow any territorial rearrange-
ment. But by demanding a �ag and a
Constitution, the NSCN(I-M) wants
the peace talks to go on unresolved.

GS: The law-and-order situation is
really bad in these States. There are
large numbers of highly indoctrinat-
ed, seditious, violent elements who
are lured by money and the gun cul-
ture. They go about collecting ‘tax-
es’ on everything, and the police
and the local administration are
quite ine�ective. In most of these

disturbed areas, there’s a commu-
nal, tribal, ethnic divide that makes
the local police partisan as well. It is
the Army or the Central police force
that restores some degree of law
and order in these places.

As for the NSCN(I-M), it uses the
cease�re in Nagaland to keep mov-
ing around. It has no reason to con-
clude the peace process. But it’s not
just them; there are many splinter
groups that carry out extortion. So,
the forces have to intervene.

Are civil society organisations
coming together to raise the
issues with the Centre?

PM: The Nagaland Gaon Bura Asso-
ciation, with representation from all
16 tribes of Nagaland, had written to
the Prime Minister and the Union
Home Minister asking them to con-
clude the deal on what had been
agreed with the NSCN(I-M). But the
Centre did not respond. 

You have put the people of Naga-
land in a situation where they are in
no position to speak up, because
speaking up has consequences. At
least, thankfully now, because of so-
cial media which o�ers anonymity,
they are able to express themselves.

How do people lead a normal
life in the shadow of the gun?

PM: When some things happen ov-
er a long period, they become part
of your culture. You learn to live
with it, although you are unhappy.
You have a government that is held
hostage by the NSCN(I-M). On the
other side, you have people with
guns. The situation is the same in
Assam and parts of Arunachal Pra-
desh. This problem is compounded
by the 16-km free movement zone
on either side of the 1,643-km India-
Myanmar border. It aids the smug-
gling of arms and drugs and the
movement of militants. Shouldn’t
there be a stricter border regime?

GS: The presence of the armed forc-
es in these States is not so formida-
ble as to be intimidating. If anyth-
ing, it has only positively impacted
people’s lives. Barring a few unde-
sirable incidents, which get investi-
gated, people’s daily lives are unaf-
fected. And the situation along the
India-Myanmar border is much bet-
ter now with the use of technology,
communication and the forward
movement of Assam Ri�es posts.

Is the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act past its expiry date? 
The �nal solution to insurgency or terrorism is not
military in nature; it is political and economical
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<> When you use the Army
against your own people,
you are actually abusing
the Army because it is
trained to �ght the enemy,
not its own people.
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


