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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Addressing an Indian Ocean
Conference this month, Ex-
ternal A�airs Minister S.

Jaishankar listed two “trend lines”
that have most in�uenced the
“evolution” of Indian Ocean coun-
tries: a greater caution in power
projection by the United States,
and the rise of China that has per-
meated many spheres but also re-
sulted in territorial tensions. He al-
so listed two developments that
have the most heightened uncer-
tainties in the region: the Ameri-
can pull-out from Afghanistan and
the novel coronavirus pandemic.
While challenges to India and its
neighbourhood were quite cor-
rectly identi�ed, it is on these very
factors that Indian leadership in
the region has been challenged the
most, and has fallen short.

Handling the Afghan issue
To begin with, there is the chal-
lenge that the situation in Afghan-
istan has thrown up, triggered by
the U.S. decision to pull out all
troops.

Four months after the Taliban
takeover of Kabul, it is clear that
New Delhi has failed to e�ect out-
comes in a country where it has
had a role historically, and is now
left studying the threats that will
emanate from Afghanistan — from
terror groups, narcotics, and mass
migration to �ee the growing hu-
manitarian crisis there. Three fai-
lures mark the Narendra Modi go-
vernment’s e�orts on Afghanistan
thus far: the past, the present and
the future. 

The �rst is a failure to recognise
where U.S. policy was leading, es-
pecially after it signed the Doha
Agreement of February 2020, that
made the Taliban a legitimate in-
terlocutor, and did not impose a
cease�re with the Afghan security
forces as a pre-condition. That the

Government continued to insist
that it was “on the same page”
with the U.S. merely ensured it
was blindsided when the U.S., in
conjunction with its Troika Plus-
mates (Russia, China and Pakis-
tan), paved the way for the fall of
the Afghan republic.

The second is one that New Del-
hi persists in today: the failure to
secure its friends in Afghanistan. A
stubborn resistance to allowing Af-
ghans needing shelter — this in-
cludes students, artists and wo-
men activists, Afghan National
Defense and Security Forces
(ANDSF) and National Directorate
of Security (NDS) o�cials who are
in particular danger because they
trained in India, and members of
Afghan minorities that are not
Sikh or Hindu (Hazaras, Tajiks, Ah-
madis and Shi’as) — has left thou-
sands of Afghans feeling betrayed
by a country they once considered
“second home”. The cancellation
of all visas that had been granted
prior to August has only streng-
thened the belief that the Govern-
ment has closed its doors to the ve-
ry Afghan “brothers and sisters” in
Afghanistan, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi reportedly promised
to stand by during a Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS) meeting
on August 17.

The third, is a failure to sow the
seeds today for a better future for
Afghanistan tomorrow, one which
has a strong Indian presence in it.
Among all the Afghan friends New
Delhi has chosen to shun are mem-
bers of opposition groups, includ-
ing the “Resistance Front” led by
Ahmad Massoud and former Vice-
President Amrullah Saleh. The wa-
riness to meet, support or host
those who pose a counter to the
Taliban regime today — even to
provide a platform for them to
speak — is in sharp contrast to the
1990s when New Delhi kept up its
contacts with the Northern Al-
liance, supported their families in
India, and admitted thousands of
other Afghan refugees, an act that
held it in good stead for two de-
cades, after the Taliban was de-
feated in 2001. The Modi govern-
ment’s moves thus far, building

furtive links with the Taliban, with
plans to send a small amount of
food and aid through Pakistan (not
its independently built route via
Chabahar), and convening a confe-
rence of National Security Advis-
ers of Central Asian countries,
while proactive, will hardly ful�l
that purpose in the future. Above
all, India cannot be seen as toeing
a line laid out by “western pow-
ers” that have themselves been de-
feated in the country on whether
or not to re-establish its presence
in Kabul or rebuild connectivity
initiatives. Nor can it be seen as
complicit in actions by the Russia-
China combine that have protect-
ed the Taliban in Kabul and the
Tatmadaw in Naypyitaw to subvert
two of the world’s newest
democracies.

Dealing with China
The next big challenge India has
faced is from Chinese aggression,
quite directly. Regardless of the In-
dian Prime Minister’s statement in
June 2020 that “neither has
anyone come in, nor is anyone in-
side” Indian territory, it is clear
from a number of ground sources,
satellite maps and o�cial releases
that the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) has amassed along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in unpre-
cedented numbers for “peace-
time”, built villages and settled
populations inside disputed terri-
tory claimed by India; it has also
dug trenches, brought in heavy ar-
tillery and prepared road and hel-
icopter and aircraft landing infras-
tructure for its forces right up to
the boundary with India. 

The Government’s reticence in

acknowledging the Chinese ac-
tions is no longer seen as being
“discretion over valour”. It is seen,
particularly in the region, as delib-
erate di�dence on India’s part,
particularly given the brutal killing
of 20 Indian soldiers at Galwan last
year. 

More surprising is the oft-re-
peated o�cial statement that des-
pite dozens of rounds of military
and ministerial talks, the Govern-
ment is unaware of the reasons for
the Chinese action, which is disin-
genuous or exposes a lack of stra-
tegic thinking. 

Those who have analysed the
situation more closely have point-
ed to �ve decided objectives be-
hind China’s aggression at the
LAC: apart from the obvious hege-
monistic line Beijing has adopted
to “reclaim” territory it claims it
has lost over hundreds of years
from the South China Sea to Tibet,
the PLA plan is: to restrict India’s
recent e�orts at building border
infrastructure, bridges, and roads
right up to the LAC; to restrict any
possible perceived threat to Xin-
jiang and Tibet; to restrict India’s
ability to threaten China’s key Belt
and Road project, the China-Pakis-
tan Economic Corridor (CPEC), in-
cluding a second link highway it
plans from the Mustagh pass in oc-
cupied Gilgit-Baltistan to Pakistan,
and to blunt any plans as outlined
by the Home Minister in 2019 for
India to reclaim Aksai Chin and Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
militarily. 

Impact of some bad moves
In the face of such a clear-cut stra-
tegy, New Delhi must not only
counter China more vocally and
robustly but also be seen to pro-
vide leadership to the region that
outpowers Beijing’s in�uence. 

The �rst is to resolve not to
make spaces for China in the man-
ner that the Modi government has
during the coronavirus pandemic.
By failing to keep its promises to
provide vaccines, even those that
had been paid for by countries
such as Bangladesh and Nepal,
and to send the paltry number re-
quired by Bhutan and the Mal-

dives, India has left an indelible
scar in the region. 

Second, India cannot cast itself
as a counter to China by invoking
its democratic system unless it is
prepared to adhere to the very
principles the Indian Republic’s
founders committed to: as a plu-
ralistic, representative, inclusive
power that respects the rights of
each citizen, the media, and civil
society. While neighbours may not
emulate India, they admire these
very qualities that di�erentiate
New Delhi from Beijing.

The third imperative, which
would promote India’s leadership
in the region, is to stop seeing col-
laborations with other countries
for projects in South Asia as a
“win-win”. In fact, recent surveys
by think tanks Carnegie (https://
bit.ly/32iRy9h) and the Centre for
Social and Economic Progress
(https://bit.ly/3soXRCX) have
found that while India is a pre-
ferred strategic partner for most of
the countries in the neighbour-
hood (with the obvious exception
of Pakistan), possible Indian col-
laborations with the U.S., Japan,
Europe, etc. are not as popular, es-
pecially as they are seen as “anti-
China” rival platforms, which
these countries would want to
avoid. These partnerships also
hamper India’s ability to stand up
for its neighbours when required,
as some in Dhaka had hoped it
might, when the U.S. chose to slap
sanctions on Bangladesh’s multi-
agency anti-terror Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) force right as the
nation’s 50th anniversary celebra-
tions began. 

As a result, New Delhi must
block all external attempts to re-
cast India as a “middle power”,
one which looks to the example of
others to decide its best interests
and needs the support of other
powers to chart its course of ac-
tion in its neighbourhood. More
than anything else, India’s res-
ponse to neighbourhood challeng-
es must not paint it as a “victim of
circumstance” but as an arbiter of
its own destiny, and the region’s.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

As a regional leader, not a victim of circumstance
India must respond to neighbourhood challenges by making it clear that it is an arbiter of its destiny and the region’s 
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The arrest of 68 Tamil Nadu �shermen by the Sri
Lankan authorities between December 18 and 20
and the impounding of 10 boats for “poaching” in

territorial waters have again raised concerns about the
fate of the men. It is a matter of comfort and relief that
the Indian High Commission in Sri Lanka is working to
secure their early release. The Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter, M.K. Stalin, in his communication to the External
A�airs Minister, S. Jaishankar, on Monday, has under-
scored the need to get back 75 �shing boats too from Sri
Lanka. Fishermen from Tamil Nadu getting arrested
and released later has become a routine a�air, but there
have been cases of deaths. In January 2021, four �sher-
men from Ramanathapuram district lost their lives af-
ter their vessel collided with a Sri Lankan naval craft.
There was a similar case in October in which a �sher-
man died. This is why the Palk Bay �shing dispute
needs a resolution soon. The fact that many rounds of
discussions — at the levels of the �shermen and the go-
vernments of the two countries — have not led to any
tangible improvement in the situation should not deter
the pursuit of sustained engagement to sort out a pro-
blem that involves humanitarian and livelihood issues.

The bone of contention between the two countries
has been the use of bottom trawlers by the Tamil Nadu
�shermen, a practice opposed in Sri Lanka’s Northern
Province on the ground that trawling damages the ma-
rine ecosystem. This practice has been banned in Sri
Lanka and there have been agitations for stringent en-
forcement of the law. More than anything else, the �sh-
ermen of Tamil Nadu should take into account the fact
that their counterparts on the other side of the Palk
Strait are still struggling to pick up the threads of their
lives after a brutal civil war. Given that an ambitious
₹1,600 crore scheme of replacing in three years 2,000
bottom trawlers with deep-sea �shing boats equipped
with long lines and gill nets continues to be a disap-
pointment, both the Central and Tamil Nadu govern-
ments need to take up fresh initiatives to get the �sher-
men on board. The main reason for failure is the
component of cost to be borne by the �shermen, ac-
counting for 30% of the unit cost of ₹80 lakh; the two
governments take care of the remaining 70%. Apart
from increasing the unit cost at least to ₹1.2 crore,
which will be at the same level as that of a similar
scheme under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yo-
jana (PMMSY), the Governments must increase their
share of subsidy. They should also motivate the �sher-
men to adopt sea cage farming and sea/ocean ranching,
which were all covered under the PMMSY. Such an ap-
proach is essential as the �shermen �nd it hard to res-
trict themselves to India’s territorial waters, given the li-
mited marine wealth and area on the Indian side. But,
the priority now for New Delhi should be in securing
the swift release of the 68 �shermen.

Troubled waters
More e�orts should be made

to wean away �shermen from trawlers

India on Wednesday gave
one million doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccines to Myanmar
as the country grapples with
a breakdown in law and or-
der following the military ta-
keover in February. The dos-
es were handed over by
Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla who is on a
visit to the country, the �rst
by any Indian high o�cial
since the coup.

“Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla handed ov-
er 1 million doses of ‘Made in
India’ vaccines to the repre-

sentatives of the Myanmar
Red Cross Society to support
the people of Myanmar, in-
cluding those along the In-
dia-Myanmar border, in their
�ght against COVID-19,” an-
nounced the Indian Embassy
in Myanmar.

Vaccine Maitri initiative
Myanmar was part of the �rst
few countries alongside Ban-
gladesh, Bhutan and Nepal
that received Covishield vac-
cine of the Serum Institute of
India (SII) in January as part
of the Vaccine Maitri initia-
tive. However, the military
junta ousted the elected go-

vernment led by Aung San
Suu Kyi on February 2. 

The COVID-19 related
preparations coincided with
the political protests when
doctors in leading hospitals
joined the movement against
the military takeover. 

Myanmar’s e�orts to deal
with COVID-19 was further
set back when the military
rulers charged 19 doctors
with organising protests in
April. The pandemic has
claimed more than 19,000
lives in Myanmar and the
healthcare sector is in a se-
rious crisis because of the
crackdown on protesters.

Country’s pandemic preparations coincided with protests 
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI 

India gives 1 mn doses to Myanmar

vulnerable �rst, including
women, children and
minorities.”

He said India was willing
to work with other stakehol-
ders to quickly deliver assis-
tance to the Afghan people.
Mr. Tirumurti also men-
tioned Resolution 2593,
which, among other things,
called on the Taliban to not
permit Afghanistan to be-
come a training ground for
terrorists.

China’s permanent repre-
sentative to the U.N, Zhang
Jun, said he was “pleased”
that the �nal resolution had
taken on board China’s
views and “clari�ed some
key issues.” He also called
for the unfreezing of Af-
ghanistan’s �nancial assets.

“The countries con-
cerned cannot continue to
freeze substantial Afghan
overseas assets while claim-
ing to promote humanitar-
ian aid to Afghanistan. We
once again call for the un-
freezing of Afghanistan’s
overseas assets as soon as
possible,” Mr. Zhang said.

The U.S. and other coun-
tries had frozen more than
$10 billion after the Taliban
ousted the Ashraf Ghani go-
vernment in August. The
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP)
had released a report in No-
vember saying the country’s
banking and �nancial report
are “in disarray.”

(With inputs from Suhasi-
ni Haidar in New Delhi)

The resolution (2615) man-
dates a review of the carve-
out every six months. Addi-
tionally, it “strongly encour-
ages” providers of
assistance to try and ensure
that bene�ts do not accrue
to entities designated on the
1988 Sanctions List. It also
requests that an Emergency
Relief Coordinator brief the
UNSC every six months on
the delivery of assistance
and any obstacles to imple-
mentation. It also “calls on
all parties” to respect hu-
man rights and observe in-
ternational humanitarian
law.

UN agency UNICEF had
warned of “alarming disrup-
tions in health and nutrition
services” in Afghanistan
and “a disastrous food cri-
sis,” drought and the spread
of diseases in a report pu-
blished at the end of
November.

Calling the country’s hu-
manitarian situation “dire,”
India’s permanent repre-
sentative to the UN, T.S. Ti-
rumurti, said assistance
should be distributed
impartially.

“Humanitarian assis-
tance should be based on
the principles of neutrality,
impartiality, and indepen-
dence and disbursement to
the age should be non-dis-
criminatory and accessible
to all irrespective of ethnici-
ty, religion, or political be-
lief. In particular, the assis-
tance should reach the most

UNSC adopts resolution
to ease Afghan assistance



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

The United Nations Securi-
ty Council (UNSC) on Wed-
nesday unanimously
passed a resolution permit-
ting a carve-out in sanc-
tions against the Taliban to
facilitate the delivery of hu-
manitarian aid to Afghanis-
tan. 

The resolution, put for-
ward by the U.S., passed af-
ter the Security Council
members, including veto-
wielding China and Russia,
had objections to a draft
version that was circulated
earlier this week.

“This carve-out covers
urgently needed humani-
tarian assistance and other
activities that support bas-
ic human needs in Afghan-
istan, such as those that
primarily bene�t poor or
at-risk populations or oth-
erwise relieve human suf-
fering, including activities
related to shelter and set-
tlement assistance, food
security, education, liveli-
hoods support, energy, wa-
ter, sanitation, health, in-
cluding COVID-related
assistance, nutrition, and
hygiene, among others,”
said senior adviser at the
U.S.’s U.N mission, Je�rey
DeLaurentis, in his ‘expla-
nation of vote’ statement. 

UNSC adopts
resolution to
ease Afghan
assistance
Sriram Lakshman

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8
UNSC MOVE A GOOD STEP, SAY
TALIBAN � PAGE 11

The U.S. National Security
Adviser (NSA) held talks on
Wednesday with Israeli
Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett, who warned that nego-
tiations in Vienna on Iran’s
nuclear programme had
“profound rami�cations”
for Israeli security.

Mr. Bennett’s government
has remained �rmly op-
posed to ongoing interna-
tional e�orts to revive a 2015
accord that saw Iran agree to
curbs on its nuclear activi-
ties in exchange for sanc-
tions relief. 

Jake Sullivan, NSA to U.S.
President Joe Biden, said his
visit to Israel had come at “a
critical juncture.”

“It’s important that we sit
together and develop a com-
mon strategy, a common
outlook, and �nd a way for-
ward that fundamentally se-
cures your country’s inter-
ests and mine,” Mr. Sullivan
said, according to an Israeli

government statement. 
He did not directly men-

tion Iran but the Israeli state-
ment said the meeting fo-
cused on the Vienna talks. 

Mr. Bennett has called for
the negotiations to be halt-
ed, accusing Iran of “nuclear
blackmail” and charging
that revenue it gained from
sanctions relief would be
used to acquire weapons to
harm Israelis. 

Lead U.S. Iran negotiator
Rob Malley told CNN on
Tuesday that there are only
“some weeks” left to revive

the deal if Tehran continues
its nuclear activities at the
current pace.

Negotiations to restore
the pact known as the Joint
Collective Plan of Action res-
umed in November. 

Washington was a party
to the original agreement,
but withdrew under presi-
dent Donald Trump in 2018.

The Biden administration
has warned it may soon be
too late to revive the JCPOA. 

“It really depends on the
pace of their nuclear pro-
cess,” said Mr. Malley, the
U.S. special envoy for Iran. 

“If they halt the nuclear
advances, we have more
time,” Mr. Malley said. “If
they continue at their cur-
rent pace, we have some
weeks left but not much
more than that, at which
point the conclusion will be
there’s no deal to be re-
vived,” he added. 

Iran says it only wants to
develop a civil nuclear
programme.

Israel PM meets U.S. National
Security Adviser over Iran
Jake Sullivan seeks to �nd common ground with Bennett
Agence France-Presse
Jerusalem

Jake Sullivan
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China’s President Xi Jinping
on Wednesday gave a strong
endorsement to both Hong
Kong’s current Chief Execu-
tive, Carrie Lam, and its re-
cently held “patriots only”
elections, which saw a re-
cord low turnout and no par-
ticipation by most of the pro-
democracy Opposition
candidates.

Ms. Lam, who faced wi-
despread criticism in Hong
Kong over her administra-
tion’s handling of the 2019
pro-democracy protests,
met Mr. Xi in Beijing, in what
was his �rst face-to-face
meeting with a senior o�cial
from outside the Chinese
mainland since February last
year, according to the Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post.

Mr. Xi has not left China
since a visit to Myanmar in
mid-January 2020, days be-
fore the lockdown of Wuhan
where the COVID-19 pan-
demic began.

A new Chief Executive for
Hong Kong will be chosen by
an Election Committee in
March. 

Ms. Lam has not said
whether she will seek to stay
on for another term, and de-
nied that her annual trip to
the Chinese capital to deliver
a “work report” would see
her seek Beijing’s
endorsement.

Acknowledging Lam
Mr. Xi nonetheless gave her
one, saying that “the central
authorities fully acknow-
ledge the performance of
Carrie Lam and the HKSAR
[Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region] government
in ful�lling their duties”,
State-broadcaster China
Central Television reported.

“The city has gone from a
period of chaos to stability,”
he said, also praising “the
HKSAR government's e�orts
to contain COVID-19 and
boost the city's economic
recovery”.

On Sunday’s Legislative

Council (LegCo) elections,
the Chinese leader said the
polls “proved that the im-
proved electoral system is in
line with the principle of
‘One Country, Two Systems’
as well as the reality of Hong
Kong”.

“The elections had manif-
ested the democratic rights
which allowed Hong Kong
compatriots to be masters of
their own home, and imple-
mented the principles of pa-
triots administering Hong
Kong,” he said. “It also esta-
blished a political system
which ensures the balanced
participation of various
sectors.”

The “patriots only” polls
were swept by pro-Beijing
candidates after the new
electoral system, put for-
ward by Beijing in March, es-
sentially ruled out the parti-
cipation of most of the
pro-democracy Opposition
candidates and also reduced
the number of directly elect-
ed representatives in LegCo
from 50% to 22%, with the
rest nominated. 

Record low turnout
The new system also screens
candidates with a committee
determining their eligibility
and whether they are “pa-
triots”, part of a new push by

Beijing to ensure “patriots
administering Hong Kong”.

The polls saw a record low
turnout, down to only 30.2%
of registered voters, down
from 58.28% in the last elec-
tions in 2016 with the num-
ber of people casting their
ballot falling by as much as
60%.

G7 concerns
On Tuesday, G7 Foreign Mi-
nisters (Canada, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Japan, the U.S.,
U.K.) and the EU in a joint
statement expressed “grave
concern over the erosion of
democratic elements of the
SAR’s electoral system”, say-
ing that the changes “severe-
ly restrict the choice of can-
didates on the ballot paper”
and “undermined Hong
Kong’s high degree of
autonomy”.

The statement brought a
sharp response from Beij-
ing’s Liaison O�ce in Hong
Kong, whose spokesperson,
in a statement, “expressed
the o�ce's strong indigna-
tion” at what he called "a
clumsy political trick and
gross interference in China’s
internal a�airs.”

China endorses Hong Kong’s elections
‘Patriots only’ polls held under Carrie
Lam’s watch get Xi’s stamp of approval

Ananth Krishnan
HONG KONG

Toeing the line: Xi Jinping, right, with Carrie Lam, during a
meeting in Beijing on Wednesday. * AP
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Vrinda Bhandari

The Government has rushed
the passage of the Election
Laws (Amendment) Bill,

2021 in Parliament, also amending
the Representation of the People
Act, 1950 by facilitating the linking
of a person’s Aadhaar number
with electoral roll data. 

The amendment provides that
an electoral registration o�cer
may “require” an individual to fur-
nish their Aadhaar number in or-
der to establish their identity.
Even persons already enrolled
“may” be “required” by the o�cer
to furnish their Aadhaar numbers
in order to authenticate their en-
tries in the electoral roll. Regis-
tered voters have the option of
providing their Aadhaar number
to Government authorities. The
amendment states that no one
shall be denied inclusion in the
electoral roll, nor shall their
names be deleted from the electo-
ral roll due to their inability to fur-
nish the Aadhaar number “due to
such su�cient cause as may be
prescribed”. Such individuals may
be allowed to furnish alternate
documents, as prescribed by the
Central government.

There are various substantive
and procedural concerns with the
amendments passed. First, alth-

ough the Government has termed
these measures as voluntary, the
provisions of the amendment be-
lie this. The electoral o�cer clear-
ly has uncanalised discretion —
since the law does not prescribe
any guiding principles — to decide
when an Aadhaar number may be
“required”. Moreover, the Central
government has the �nal say in
prescribing the conditions (“su�-
cient cause”) under which an indi-
vidual will be permitted to enter
or remain on the electoral rolls, in
case of her “inability” to furnish
their Aadhaar. 

This means that the Central go-
vernment will decide what rea-
sons are considered acceptable for
a voter to remain on the electoral
roll. Interestingly, the law does not
even consider a situation where an
individual may be opposed to link-
ing her Aadhaar number to the
electoral database — further un-
dermining the voluntary premise
of the amendments.

Burden of proof shifts
In this manner, the burden of
proof has been reversed. Instead
of the Government proactively en-
suring registration on the electoral
rolls (such as through house-to-
house veri�cation) to achieve un-
iversal adult franchise, the burden
now shifts to individuals who may
be unable/unwilling to link their
Aadhaar to justify their retention
on the rolls. In fact, deletion from
the voter rolls will happen without
any procedural safeguards since at
the moment, the law does not pro-
vide for a right to a hearing before
such deletion. 

Such a step has real world con-
sequences. In 2015, media reports
highlighted how lakhs of voters in
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
were reportedly excluded from
the electoral process due to the
practice of linking Aadhaar num-
bers with electoral ID. Right to In-
formation replies indicated that
such deletion was carried out
without any door-to-door veri�ca-
tion of the identity of individuals.
The Supreme Court of India had to
�nally intervene to stop the linking
process since the constitutionality
of the Aadhaar Act was under chal-
lenge then.

Political pro�ling
Second, there are concerns that
the amendment will result in polit-
ical pro�ling. By linking electoral
IDs with Aadhaar numbers, it is
much easier for the Government
to track which voter has accessed
welfare subsidies and bene�ts us-
ing their Aadhaar. This can be
used by political parties to selec-
tively target their messages to
speci�c voters, using information
that is not publicly available. 

Political pro�ling using Aadhaar
data is not unheard of. In April
2021, the Madras High Court asked

the Unique Identi�cation Authori-
ty of India (UIDAI) to ascertain
how con�dential information held
by it may have been leaked in light
of “credible allegations” that only
mobile phones linked to Aadhar
cards received bulk SMS messages
to join WhatsApp groups of a par-
ticular political party during elec-
tion campaigning in Puducherry.
Given these concerns, it is worry-
ing that the amendment is con-
spicuously silent in reiterating the
secret nature of such data or pro-
hibiting the Election Commission
of India or any other agency from
sharing such information.

There are also procedural con-
cerns that relate to the manner in
which the amendment was
passed. The Government intro-
duced the Bill on December 20
and passed it on the same day in
the Lok Sabha, while pushing it
through the Rajya Sabha on the
next date (December 21). Members
of Parliament were not given time
to understand or debate the impli-
cations of the amendments. Des-
pite calls for division of vote in
both Houses, the law was passed
on the basis of a voice vote. This
undermines the fundamental pre-
mise of a parliamentary democra-
cy — to allow elected representa-
tives the opportunity to voice the
concerns of their constituents ov-
er laws that a�ect them.

Not substantiated
This is especially important since
the Government has failed to pro-
vide any empirical data that de-
monstrates either the extent of the
problem of bogus voters in the

electoral roll ( justifying this ex-
traordinary measure) or the suc-
cess of Aadhaar in de-deduplica-
tion. It is now well known that the
Aadhaar database is beset with er-
rors and exclusions. This is partly
because there is no veri�cation of
the authenticity of the demo-
graphic information on the Aad-
haar database, i.e. the UIDAI does
not independently authenticate
the information provided by an
applicant at the time of enrol-
ment. 

In fact, both the Calcutta High
Court and the Allahabad High
Court have refused to rely on the
authenticity of Aadhaar data, not-
ing, “There is de�nitely something
amiss with the Aadhaar enrolment
process if important demographic
information such as the name of
the applicant’s father, as in the
case in hand, can be falsi�ed and
even go undetected.”

Finally, it is worth questioning
how the Aadhaar project is once
again being used for purposes far
beyond the stated “welfare” pur-
pose that was upheld by the Su-
preme Court of India in the Aad-
haar judgment as the basis for the
introduction of the Aadhaar Act as
a Money Bill in Parliament.

It is likely that some of these is-
sues will be litigated before the Su-
preme Court. One can only hope
that unlike other issues such as
electoral bonds that have been
pending for years, this challenge
will be decided expeditiously. The
success of our democracy may ve-
ry well depend on it.

Vrinda Bhandari is a lawyer in Delhi

Why the electoral reforms Bill is a problem
The Aadhaar project is again being used for purposes far beyond the stated purpose of ‘welfare’
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The amendments proposed
to the anti-child marriage
law de�nes a child as some-
one under the age of 21 and
contradicts laws where the
legal age of competence is
recognised as 18. This, ex-
perts say, may criminalise
young people.

The Prohibition of Child
Marriage (Amendment) Bill,
2021, which seeks to raise
the age of marriage for wo-
men to 21, amends the de�-
nition of child to mean “a
male or female who has not
completed twenty-one years
of age”. It overrides personal
laws of Hindus, Christians,
Muslims and Parsis, as well
as the Special Marriage Act,
1954.

The Lok Sabha has re-
ferred this Bill to a Standing

Committee after MPs de-
manded a deeper scrutiny
and wider consultations.

Senior advocate Indira
Jaising tweeted: “How patro-
nising and patriarchal to call
someone over the age of 18 a
‘child’, ready and �t to vote
but not to marry, is this con-
stitutional morality.”

Voting age
The 61st Constitution
Amendment Act of 1988 de-
�nes the voting age for elec-
tions to Parliament and the
Legislative Assemblies as 18.

The Majority Act, 1875 de-
�nes the age of majority as
“the age of eighteen years
and not before”, and as 21
years if a guardian is ap-
pointed. 

Under the Indian Contract
Act, 1872 a person should
have attained the age of ma-

jority in order to be able to
enter into a contract. 

The law to punish sexual
crimes against children, the
Protection of Children from
Sexual O�ences (POCSO)
Act, 2012 too recognises a
child as someone under the

age of 18 years and thereby
implies that the age of con-
sent for sex is also 18 years. 

The law that deals with ju-
venile o�enders (or children
in con�ict with law) and chil-
dren who need care and pro-
tection, that is, the Juvenile

Justice (Care and Protection)
Act, 2015 does the same.

Under the Right of Chil-
dren to Free and Compulso-
ry Education, 2009, that
guarantees access to educa-
tion, a child is someone bet-
ween the ages of six and 14
years. Whereas under the
anti-child labour law or the
Child Labour (Prohibition
and Regulation) Act, 1986,
which prohibits the engage-
ment of children in all occu-
pations and bans adoles-
cents in hazardous
occupations, a child is “a
person who has not com-
pleted his fourteenth year of
age” and an adolescent
means “a person who has
completed his fourteenth
year of age but has not com-
pleted his eighteenth year”.

“At one level, we say that
the age to enter into con-

tracts and to vote is 18 years.
We are recognising that a
person has the mental ca-
pacity to make decisions that
will a�ect her life commer-
cially or as a citizen, but at
the same time when it comes
to her personal life, she
doesn’t have the right to
make decisions. The pro-
posed law makes an arti�cial
distinction. By making mar-
riages under 21 years invalid,
we are criminalising those
who marry under this age
and depriving them of pro-
tections under law,” says Di-
vya Balagopal, senior advo-
cate, Mundkur Law
Partners. 

Tweaking the de�nition of
a child by amending the age
criteria should be done only
when it enables, and not
when it deprives someone of
their rights, warn experts.

‘Changes to marriage age will contradict other laws’
De�ning a child by age should be done only when it enables rights, and it may even criminalise young people, say experts
JAGRITI CHANDRA
NEW DELHI 

The Karnataka Protection of
Right to Freedom to Religion
Bill, 2021 will be taken up for
discussion on Thursday.

While the Bill was to have
been taken up for discussion
on Wednesday, this was post-
poned by a day. “We will
start the debate soon after
the House commences and
push the Question Hour to
the evening,” Speaker Vish-
weshwar Hegde Kageri told
the Karnataka Legislative
Assembly.

Earlier, Law and Parlia-
mentary A�airs Minister J.C.
Madhuswamy said the Bill
could be taken up for discus-
sion on Wednesday and
passed on Thursday. “At any
cost, we want the Bill to be
cleared on Thursday since it
has to be placed in the Legis-
lative Council on Friday to
secure approval,” he said.

Former Karnataka Chief
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa

suggested that the Bill could
be taken up on Wednesday
and discussion time extend-
ed till night.

However, another former
Chief Minister, Siddara-
maiah, said that since the
session was happening in Be-
lagavi after three years,
priority should given to the
discussion on north Karnata-
ka. “If there is paucity of
time, extend the session by a
couple of days,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah said. Eventually, the
Speaker announced that the
Bill would be taken up for
discussion on Thursday.

‘Criminalises faith’
A day after the State govern-
ment tabled the Karnataka
Protection of Right to Free-
dom of Religion Bill, 2021 in
the Legislative Assembly, a
coalition of over 40 organisa-
tions of minorities, youth,
Dalits, women, and human
rights organisations, held a
protest in Bengaluru, de-

manding its immediate
withdrawal.

Peter Machado, Archbish-
op, Archdiocese of Banga-
lore, said the community
was sad that the government
had not heeded their ap-
peals and had gone ahead
with the Bill. “We request

you not to humiliate the
community with this Bill,
which potentially criminalis-
es the practice of faith,” he
said. “The anti-conversion
Bill, ironically named ‘Pro-
tection of Right to Freedom
of Religion Bill’ is presently
seen as an issue solely posing

threat to the fundamental
rights of the Christian com-
munity. But the Bill under-
mines the agency of an indi-
vidual to make intimate
choices of who their partn-
ers can be and what religion
they must practice,” said a
joint statement by the coali-
tion of organisations. 

Yusuf Kanni, vice-presi-
dent of the Jamaat-e-Islami
Hind, Karnataka, said the Bill
betrays the ideals of 12th cen-
tury philosopher Basavesh-
wara. “If the government
persists with the Bill, it will
spark o� a CAA (Citizenship
Amendment Act)-like State-
wide protest,” he said.

Several women activists
termed the Bill “anti-wo-
men” as it robs them of their
agency. Transgender activist
Akkai Padmashali said the
Bill rejects a plural idea of In-
dia. “ The anti-conversion
Bill is just another distrac-
tion from the real issues fac-
ing the country,” she said.

Debate on anti-conversion Bill today
In Bengaluru, a coalition of over 40 organisations demands its immediate withdrawal
Special Correspondent
Bengaluru

Staunch opposition: Protesters holding placards during a rally
against the anti-conversion Bill. * K. MURALI KUMAR
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As Parliament adjourned
sine die on Wednesday, the
presiding o�cers of the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
expressed concern over the
continuous disruption.

“I urge you all to collec-
tively re�ect and introspect
if this session would have
been di�erent and better. I
don’t want to speak elabo-
rately on the course of this
session as it would lead me
to take a very critical view,”
said Vice-President and
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
M. Venkaiah Naidu in his va-
ledictory remarks in the
House at the end of the ses-
sion. Rajya Sabha utilised
only 47.9% of its allotted
time during the 18 sittings. 

Out of the total scheduled
sitting time of 95 hours six
minutes, the Rajya Sabha
transacted only 45 hours of
business. Mr. Naidu stressed

that the House performed
“much below its potential”
in this session, a situation
that owed much to the sus-
pension of 12 Rajya Sabha
members at the beginning of
the session for its entirety
that pretty much drew the
battle lines in Parliament
deeper than before.

In the Lok Sabha, where
the productivity was much
higher, the report of the Spe-

cial Investigative Team of the
Uttar Pradesh police on the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident
became a sticking point as
Opposition members, in-
cluding Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi, demanded the
sacking of Minister of State
for Home Ajay Mishra Teni. 

The SIT report said that
the incident which left eight
people dead — four farmers,
a journalist and three BJP

workers — was a criminal
conspiracy implicating Mr.
Teni’s son, Ashish Mishra.

Speaker Om Birla said
“agreements and disagree-
ments on issues may be re-
�ected in debates and not
through disruption” and that
the smooth conduct of the
House was the responsibility
of all stakeholders and must
run with the collective will
and consensus of all. 

The Lok Sabha saw 83
hours and 20 minutes of bu-
siness being conducted with
18 hours and 48 minutes of
disruption.

The Bills passed during
the session included the
Agricultural Laws Repeal
Bill, 2021 which saw the go-
vernment take back the
three contentious farm laws,
the Central Vigilance Com-
mission (Amendment) Bill,
2021 and the Delhi Police Es-
tablishment (Amendment)
Bill, 2021.

House performed much below
its potential, says Venkaiah
Presiding o�cers of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha express concern over disruption
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Valedictory remarks: Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah
Naidu conducting the House on Wednesday. * PTI
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The story so far: Amid vociferous
opposition, the Karnataka Protection of
Right to Freedom of Religion Bill, 2021, was
introduced by Home Minister Araga
Jnanendra on Tuesday during the winter
session of the Assembly in Belagavi. The Bill
envisages stringent provisions for forced or
induced conversions. The Basavaraj Bommai
led government wants to prohibit conversion
by “misrepresentation, force, allurement,
fraudulent means, or marriage.” 

What does the Protection of Right to
Freedom of Religion Bill aim to check?
The Bill proposes a maximum punishment
of 10 years of imprisonment for forcible
conversion of persons from Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribe communities, minors
and women to another religion. The Bill
prohibits conversion by misrepresentation,
force, fraud, allurement of marriage,
coercion and undue in�uence. 

According to the proposed legislation,
complaints of conversions can be �led by
family members of a person who is getting
converted, or any other person who is
related to the person who is getting
converted, or any person associated with the
person getting converted. 

The o�ence of conversion is cognisable
and non-bailable and will attract a jail term
of three to �ve years and a �ne of ₹25,000
for people found violating the law and a jail
term of three to 10 years, and a �ne of
₹50,000 for people converting minors,
women and persons from the SC and ST
communities. The Bill also envisages a
compensation of ₹5 lakh to victims of forced
conversions. 

What about those wishing to convert
willingly to another religion?
After the law comes into force, any person
intending to convert to another religion will
have to inform the district magistrate at least
thirty days in advance. The person executing
the conversion must also give a notice one
month in advance, following which an
inquiry will be conducted by the district
magistrate through the police to establish
the real intent of conversion. Not informing
authorities will carry a prison term of six
months to three years for persons who are
converted and one year to �ve years for the
persons carrying out the conversions. After
getting converted, the person has to again
inform the district magistrate within 30 days

after conversion and must appear before the
district magistrate to con�rm his/her
identity. Not informing the district
magistrate will lead to the conversion being
declared null and void. 

Post conversion, the district magistrate
has to inform revenue authorities, the social
welfare, minority, backward classes and
other departments of the conversion, who
will, in turn, take steps with respect to the
entitlements of the person in terms of
reservations and other bene�ts. 

How many States have enacted the
legislation? 
Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand have laws restricting religious
conversion. Penalties for breaching the laws
can range from monetary �nes to
imprisonment, with punishments ranging
from one to three years of imprisonment
and �nes from ₹5,000 to ₹50,000. Some of

the laws provide for sti�er penalties if
women, children, or members of Scheduled
Castes or Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST) are being
converted. Some other States, including
Manipur, are reportedly “considering similar
laws.” 

Odisha was the �rst State to enact
anti-conversion legislation, the Orissa
Freedom of Religion Act, 1967. Madhya
Pradesh enacted the same the following
year. 

How has Parliament handled
anti-conversion bills?
After independence, Parliament introduced
a number of anti-conversion bills which were

not enacted for want of majority approval.
In post-Independent India, the �rst Indian
Conversion (Regulation and Registration) Bill
was introduced in 1954, which sought to
enforce “licensing of missionaries and the
registration of conversion with government
o�cials.” This bill was rejected. This was
followed by the introduction of the
Backward Communities (Religious
Protection) Bill in 1960, “which aimed at
checking conversion of Hindus to
‘non-Indian religions’ which, as per the
de�nition in the Bill, included Islam,
Christianity, Judaism and Zoroastrianism,”
and the Freedom of Religion Bill in 1979,
which sought “o�cial curbs on
inter-religious conversion.” 

These bills fell through for want of
majority approval. 

Research indicates that in the 1980s, the
focus of anti-conversion laws was Muslims
seeking to convert non- Muslims, while
Christianity has received its share of
attention since the 1990s.

EXPLAINER

What is the Karnataka Protection of Right to Freedom of Religion Bill? Which other States have a similar legislation?

Karnataka’s anti-conversion legislation
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According to the proposed legislation,
complaints of conversions can be
�led by family members of a person
who is getting converted, or any other
person who is related to the person
who is getting converted

THE GIST
B The Karnataka Protection
of Right to Freedom of
Religion Bill, 2021
introduced in the Karnataka
Assembly aims to prohibit
conversion by
misrepresentation, force,
fraud, allurement of
marriage, coercion and
undue in�uence. 

B According to the Bill, any
person intending to convert
will have to inform the
district magistrate at least
thirty days in advance,
following which an inquiry
will be conducted. After
getting converted, the
person has to again inform
the district magistrate
within 30 days and must
appear before the district
magistrate to con�rm
his/her identity. Not
informing the district
magistrate will lead to the
conversion being declared
null and void. 

B The o�ence of conversion
will attract a jail term of
three to �ve years and a
�ne of ₹25,000 for people
found violating the law and
a jail term of three to 10
years, and a �ne of
₹50,000 for people
converting minors, women
and persons from the SC
and ST communities.

Anuradha Raman 

Right to belief: Christian
nuns wave placards during
a demonstration against
the tabling of the
Protection of Right to
Freedom of Religion Bill on
December 22, 2021 in
Bengaluru. * MURALI KUMAR K
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The Maharashtra govern-
ment’s Shakti Criminal
Laws (Maharashtra Amend-
ment) Bill, 2020, on crimes
against women and chil-
dren has recommended
capital punishment in rape
cases, time-limit of 30 days
to complete the probe since
the day of registration of the
complaint and has put onus
on social media platforms
as well as Internet data pro-
viding companies to share
data for police investiga-
tion. 

State Home Minister Di-
lip Walse-Patil on Wednes-
day presented the report by
a joint committee of the
State Assembly on the Shak-
ti Bill in the State Assembly.
A total of 13 meetings of the
joint committee were held
and submitted the amend-
ments to the original Bill.
The Bill was sent to the joint
committee in the budget
session of the Assembly for
scrutiny and is likely to be
passed in this winter ses-
sion. 

Mr. Walse-Patil explained
that probe in such crime
cases should also be over
within 30 days and in case it
does not happen, 30 more
days can be given after get-
ting the reasons from the
Special Inspector General

or the Police Commissioner. 
The Bill also provides for

punishment for failure on
the part of social media
platforms and mobile data
providers to share data
within seven days, if de-
manded by investigating of-
�cers in women assault cas-
es. It may invite three
months in jail or a �ne of
₹25 lakh. 

“Section 326 of the IPC
applied in case of acid at-
tack to be amended to make
provision of minimum 15
years to maximum life im-
prisonment to the guilty
along with monetary �ne.
The expenditure of plastic
surgery and face recon-
struction operations will be
taken care from the mone-
tary �ne to be charged on
the guilty,” said the Home
Minister.

The earlier version of the
Bill had scrapped the provi-
sion of anticipatory bail to
individuals accused of as-
sault on women. The new
recommendations have
cancelled this provision tak-
ing advice from senior
lawyers.

The Bill has also made
provision of minimum one
year to maximum of three
years of imprisonment and
₹1lakh in �ne on those who
make false complaints of
sexual assault. 

Maharashtra govt.’s
Shakti Bill seeks death
sentence for rape 
Time limit of 30 days to �nish probe

Alok Deshpande
Mumbai

Leader of Opposition Devendra Fadnavis arrives for the
winter session of Assembly in Mumbai on Wednesday. * PTI

India has reported over 200 cases of the highly infec-
tious Omicron variant and given that there were no
cases when the month began, this has put the

Centre in a high state of alert. An unmistakable fore-
boding was writ large in a letter by the Union Health Se-
cretary to the Chief Secretaries of States and Union Ter-
ritories on Tuesday that has asked them to be prepared
for the worst. It said that Omicron was at least “three
times more transmissible” than the Delta variant, and
therefore “greater foresight, data analysis, dynamic de-
cision-making, strict and prompt containment action”
were required at the local and district levels. It also un-
derlined two speci�c parameters which States have to
be vigilant about: a test positivity of 10% or more in the
last week and bed occupancy crossing 40% or more on
oxygen-supported or intensive care units. There were
echoes in the letter of the days when India was under a
complete lockdown — it exhorted district o�cials,
when required, to impose night curfew, strictly regulate
large gatherings, curtail numbers in marriages and fun-
erals, and restrict numbers in o�ces, industries and
public transport. It also directed pre-emptive action.

Maharashtra and Delhi have reported the highest
number of cases of Omicron, followed by Telangana,
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Kerala and Gujarat. India’s daily
case count has ebbed and has remained well below
10,000 for most of the month — a �rst since May 2020;
close to 90% of the adult population has been vaccinat-
ed with at least one dose. From the numbers alone, In-
dia is in a much better position than from last year or
even as recently as this summer when the devastating
second wave struck a body blow. However, the conster-
nation in the Centre appears to derive from the expe-
rience of the last two years when waves in Europe and
the United States were harbingers of havoc in India.
While last year it appeared that vaccines would be the
world’s passport out of the pandemic, it now seems that
even a third dose is inadequate. India is overwhelming-
ly dependent on a single vaccine in spite of two being
produced here; none of the mRNA vaccines is available.
Drug regulators are yet to clear vaccines for children
and booster doses partly out of concerns that this may
trigger a shortfall. A good 40% of adults — and they are
still the most vulnerable to severe disease — are yet to
be fully vaccinated. Crowds and public mingling are at
pre-pandemic levels and the coming months will see
huge crowds as part of election campaigning. The true
impact of Omicron will be known over the next few
weeks but the Centre must continue to strike the gong
of caution while facilitating greater availability of essen-
tial medicines, hospital beds and vaccines.

Warning bells
India must ensure more availability of beds,

medicines and vaccines to deal with Omicron
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The Forest Rights Act (FRA) has been
in existence for 15 years. As on April
30, 2020, the Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs had received 42,50,602 claims
(individual and community), of
which titles were distributed to 46%
of the applicants. If the Forest De-
partment’s views are considered, the
implementation process is more or
less over. But the supporters of tribal
rights allege that the Department is
overlooking the genuine claims of
the tribal people. Despite the Minis-
try being the implementing agency,
the role of the Forest Department in
granting titles is crucial because the
lands claimed are under its jurisdic-
tion. While both sides hold extreme
positions, the situation on the
ground presents a mixed picture.

Issues in implementation 
The journey of the FRA’s implemen-
tation has never been smooth. The
Act provides for democratic tenets in
the implementation process. In the
�rst stage, it requires the constitu-
tion of a Forest Rights Committee
comprising members from within
the village by conducting a Gram
Sabha with two-thirds of the mem-
bers present at the meeting. The pro-
cess was not followed in many plac-
es. These committees were mostly
constituted by the Panchayat Secre-
taries upon the directives received
from District Magistrates at short
notice. The nominations for mem-
bers for the taluk-level and district-
level committees were also not tran-
sparent. The contribution of women
to the forest economy is well known.
The FRA provides for equal rights in
titles issued under the Act for wo-
men. They have the equitable role at
every stage of decision-making. Ho-
wever, on the ground, the women
were hardly visible in this regard. 

It was disappointing that in the in-
itial stages of implementation, there
was insistence on satellite images as
evidence while other admissible
proofs were ignored, as happened in
Gujarat. This resulted in mass rejec-
tions of claims by the authorities. It is
a di�erent matter that a writ petition

�led by the civil society groups in
2011 forced the authorities to look in-
to the matter afresh in the State.

In some villages around Bastar,
Chhattisgarh, the plots claimed and
the documents con�rming the award
did not match. Besides, the extent of
land that was awarded was far small-
er than what was claimed within the
ceiling. The claimants did not protest
anticipating that whatever little they
had received could be taken back by
the authorities. Further, various wel-
fare and developmental schemes of
the Rural Department were not ex-
tended everywhere to the tribal peo-
ple who received documents of land
possession under the FRA despite
the directives issued by the Ministry
to treat them on a par with others.

Overall, poor awareness levels
among the tribal people proved to be
a handicap, especially in the sche-
duled areas which are remotely lo-
cated. To e�ectively present claims, a
fair understanding of the Act and its
implementation process is neces-
sary. Some NGOs, like in Dang dis-
trict of Gujarat, made a di�erence by
hand-holding the bene�ciaries at ev-
ery step. However, the involvement
of NGOs was missing in some interior
areas in States like Chhattisgarh
where insurgency was a�ecting the
lives of the people. Evidence sug-
gests that implementation was better
in areas which were fairly close to ur-
ban settings or where accessibility
was easy. In these places, most Cen-
tral and State government schemes
and programmes such as Deendayal
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana, Janani
Shishu Suraksha Karyakram, Mahat-

ma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme, National
Food Security Act, National Health
Mission; Pradhan Mantri Awas Yoja-
na; and Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana were implemented, empo-
wering the people to assert their po-
sitions. 

Declining produce, livelihoods
Many tribal areas are witnessing a
decline in the quality of forest pro-
duce in their vicinity, thus forcing
them to look for other sources of live-
lihood. In Chhattisgarh, in many vil-
lages, earnings from activities such
as collection of tendu leaves for roll-
ing local cigars were a�ected when
there was an in�ux of labourers from
Bihar who were willing to work for
low wages. Poor market and exploi-
tation by local traders/middlemen
were no less demoralising.

The recognition given to their
lands under the FRA gave the tribal
people a psychological boost. Ho-
wever, they possess lands (including
the lands recognised under the FRA)
that are small, of poor quality (partic-
ularly lands located on hill slopes)
and are not very fertile. The lack of
irrigation facilities forces them to de-
pend only on rainfall. To enhance
their income, they migrate to work as
construction or road-laying labour-
ers. In their opinion, this will conti-
nue until the wages earned through
any source in the villages matches
with the wages in urban areas.

NGO representatives working in
the tribal areas believe that the liveli-
hoods of the locals would improve if
horticulture practices are promoted

in addition to bamboo and aloe vera
plantations with an assured market.
A popular recommendation is medi-
cal and ecotourism along the lines of
the Kerala model. On the other hand,
given the quality of education re-
ceived by the youth in the remote
districts, the possibility of acquiring
meaningful jobs remains thin. Those
accustomed to urban culture do not
feel like going back to their villages.
Civil society groups, therefore, be-
lieve that providing skill-based edu-
cation with assured jobs on a large
scale in proportion to the demand
would do wonders in these areas. 

A majority of the tribal communi-
ties in India are poor and landless.
They practise small-scale farming,
pastoralism, and nomadic herding.
On the Human Development Index,
the tribal-populated States always
rank lower than the national average.
Not long ago, a tragic news article
was published about a tribal man
walking 12 km in Odisha carrying his
dead wife on his shoulder all night. A
Chhattisgarh tribesman who had led
the members of his village in a march
to Delhi in 2004 to demand forest
rights told this researcher that the
lives of the tribal people are insignif-
icant for our leaders. He said the
Central government in the 1970s
generously welcomed refugees from
Bangladesh into forests and provided
them a house and a land to farm,
whereas natives were still being de-
nied the same. 

The way forward
The FRA was never going to be a pa-
nacea to address all the issues of the
tribal people, but it is important. To
improve the condition of the tribal
people, especially those living in re-
mote areas, there needs to be a push
on every possible aspect of their so-
cioeconomic life. This can be at-
tained if schemes and programmes
already drafted for the tribal people
are implemented in letter and spirit
across the country. With protective
laws like the Panchayats (Extension
to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, in
place, it is only a matter of will. One
way forward could be to induct peo-
ple who are sensitive to the cause of
tribal people in the decision-making
process at every stage.

Madhusudan Bandi is a faculty member with
the Gujarat Institute of Development
Research, Ahmedabad. Email:
madhusudan_bandi@gidr.ac.in

Schemes and programmes already drafted for the tribal people need to be implemented everywhere

Looking beyond the Forest Rights Act

Madhusudan Bandi
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das pitched for continued
policy support to nurture re-
vival, especially in sectors
which are exposed to the
evolving headwinds in the
wake of spread of Omicron
variant of the coronavirus,
MPC minutes released by
the central bank show.

The Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) had, on
December 8, unanimously
voted for status quo on poli-
cy rates for the ninth consec-
utive time.

The minutes released on
Wednesday cite Mr. Das as
having said that there was
growing uncertainty regard-
ing the evolving global ma-
croeconomic outlook.

On the domestic front,
even as the prospects for
economic activity were im-
proving, there was still slack
with key drivers like private
consumption remaining well
below their pre-pandemic
levels, he had said.

“Given these uncertain-
ties, continued policy sup-

port is warranted for a dura-
ble, broad-based and
self-sustaining rebound, es-
pecially to nurture revival in
sectors which are lagging
and to safeguard those
which are exposed to the
evolving headwinds,” the
Governor had said.

MPC member and RBI De-
puty Governor Michael De-
babrata Patra too had ex-
pressed concerns on the
spread of the new variant of
the coronavirus, saying
“suddenly, the global out-
look has darkened”.

“As countries race to con-
tain Omicron with travel res-
traints and new quarantine
and social distancing mea-
sures, the global recovery
and the in�ation outlook are
at risk again,” he had said.

MPC minutes show RBI chief �agging ‘growing uncertainty’ 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Shaktikanta Das

Das pitched for continued
policy support to aid revival
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The story so far: The Securities &
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on
Monday issued directions to stock
exchanges in commodity derivatives
segment for immediately suspending
trading in derivative contracts in key farm
commodities namely paddy
(non-basmati), wheat, chana, mustard
seeds and its derivatives, soya bean and
its derivatives, crude palm oil & moong
for a year. The derivative contracts in
these commodities were already
suspended, as per a SEBI press release
dated August 16, 2021 and October 08,
2021, respectively.

What are derivative contracts?
Derivative contracts are contracts
between two or more parties where the
derivative value is based upon an
underlying asset, in this case agri
commodities. The price of the derivatives
are established by the price �uctuations
of the underlying assets. Derivatives can
be traded on an exchange or over the
counter (OTC).

How does the system work and what
are derivatives trading? 

Derivatives trading takes place when
traders speculate on the future price of
an asset through buying or selling of
derivative contracts to maximise pro�t as
compared to buying the underlying asset
outright. 

Traders also use derivatives for
hedging to minimise risk against an
existing position. With derivatives,
traders can go short and make pro�t from
falling asset prices. They also use
derivatives to hedge against any existing
long positions. The ultimate objective is
to pro�t. This is viewed as a deterrent to
bring in price discipline in the market. 

What does the SEBI order mean?
Now no new contract will be introduced
till SEBI’s further orders. In respect of

running contracts, no new position will
be allowed to be taken. Only squaring up
of position has been allowed. The
imports of such commodities especially
edible oils would reduce in the short
term as traders will not have a hedging
platform. Hedging which is speculative in
nature has been made di�cult. This will
lead to release of blocked local produce
supplies into the market which should
cool the prices, and imports of
commodities for speculative gains will be
discouraged.

Why suspension?
To reign in on the rising prices of these
essential commodities which is fuelling
in�ation. India is the world’s biggest
importer of vegetable oils and this

measure will make it di�cult for edible
oil importers and traders to transact
business since they use Indian exchanges
to hedge their risk. 

It is believed that speculators have a
role in jacking up of prices and this needs
to be discouraged to curb in�ation and
support growth as the economy is
recovering from the COVID-19 impact. 

The suspension of trading in these
commodities follows a communication
from the Department of Economic A�airs
which is closely monitoring price
movements.

How alarming is in�ation? 
As per RBI governor’s recent monetary
policy statement, CPI in�ation ticked up
in October to 4.5% from 4.3 in
September, after falling sharply between
June and September. The persistence of
high core in�ation (i.e., CPI in�ation
excluding food and fuel) since June 2020
has been an area of policy concern as
input cost pressures could rapidly be
transmitted to retail in�ation as demand
strengthens.

The governor’s assessment is that price
pressures may persist in the immediate
term. He observed that supply side
interventions by the government have

limited the fallout of continuing high
international edible oil prices on
domestic prices.

While cost-push pressures continue to
impinge on core in�ation, the in�ation
prints are likely to be somewhat higher
over the rest of the year as base e�ects
turn adverse. However it is expected that
headline in�ation will peak in Q4:2021-22
and soften thereafter. RBI has projected
CPI in�ation at 5.3% for FY22.

What is being done to deal with it?
Besides suspension of futures trading in
key farm commodities by the SEBI, the
government and the Reserve Bank of
India are undertaking multiple
interventions to curb the rising in�ation.
Recently as prices of edible oil hit near
record highs, the Union Government
substantially reduced taxes on imports of
palm, soy and sun�ower oil, but the
move had limited impact on combating
in�ation. 

The Union & State Governments had
also recently reduced excise duty and
VAT on petrol and diesel which was
aimed at bring down in�ation by way of
direct e�ects as well as indirect e�ects
operating through fuel and
transportation costs.

The suspension of futures trading in agri products
Why has the SEBI issued a suspension on trading in derivative contracts in key farm commodities? Will this help combat in�ation?

EXPLAINER

THE GIST
B The SEBI issued directions
to stock exchanges in
commodity derivatives
segment for immediately
suspending trading in
derivative contracts in key
farm commodities.

B It is being suspended to
reign in the rising prices of
these essential commodities
which is fuelling in�ation.

B Apart from the
suspension order by the
SEBI, the government and
the RBI have substantially
reduced taxes on imports of
palm, soy and sun�ower oil
and have also reduced
excise duty and VAT on
petrol and diesel as
measures to bring down
rising in�ation.

Lalatendu Mishra 
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Adding 33 ‘unicorns’ in a
single year has helped India
displace the United King-
dom (U.K.) to be third in the
list of countries that are
home to such enterprises
valued at more than $1 bil-
lion each, according to a
report.

India was placed fourth
when it came to the number
of unicorns last year. Ho-
wever, the U.S. and north-
ern neighbour China, who
occupy the �rst two ranks,
are way ahead, according to
the data compiled by Hurun
Research Institute.

The U.S. added 254 un-
icorns and now totals 487
companies in the coveted
list, while China added 74 to
take its tally to 301 start-ups
having a valuation of more
than $1 billion, it said.

The top-two occupants
are home to 74% of the un-
icorn universe, it said.

The U.K. added only 15
unicorns to take its total to
39, and hence got displaced
by India, it said. 

“India is in the midst of a
start-up boom, more than
doubling its unicorns to take
its o�cial tally of unicorns
to 54, and overtake the U.K.
to third place in the world,”
Hurun Report India’s MD
and chief researcher Anas
Rahman Junaid said.

India adds 33 unicorns in
one year, displaces U.K. 
U.S., China occupy top 2 slots: Hurun
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
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The �rst batch of next-gener-
ation Armoured Engineer
Reconnaissance Vehicles
(AERV), indigenously de-
signed and developed by
DRDO, and manufactured by
the Pune unit of Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited, was formal-
ly inducted into the Indian
Army by Chief of Army Sta�
Gen. Manoj Mukund
Naravane.

Indigenous content
AERV is manufactured by
BEL at Pune with more than
90% indigenous content. It
is a versatile BMP-IIK amphi-
bious Infantry Combat Vehi-
cle (ICV) �tted with instru-

ments for water
reconnaissance, land recon-
naissance, navigation and
data backup.

According to BEL, “AERV
is capable of measuring soil
bearing capacity on river-
banks to determine if they
are motorable for military
vehicles on Go-No-Go basis
(critical parameters for
bridge laying), dry and wet
gaps in day and night condi-
tions, slopes and height of
river banks or canals.” 

Terrain navigation 
AERVs can navigate terrain
using Military Grid Coordi-
nate System, measure and
plot underwater beds and
water currents of rivers or
canals, store data from va-
rious instruments on Con-
trol Console for further ana-
lysis and decision-making.

Indian Army inducts
indigenously built AERVs
It was designed by DRDO and manufactured by BEL
Special Correspondent
Bengaluru

AERVs can navigate terrain
using Military Grid
Coordinate System.
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;



T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


