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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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In October, the Environment Minis-
try published draft regulations on Ex-
tended Producer Responsibility
(EPR), set to come into e�ect by the
end of this year. Disregarding the
commitments made by the Solid
Waste Management Rules, 2016; the
Plastic Waste Management Rules,
2016; and the Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM), these regulations denote a
backslide, particularly with respect
to integration of the informal sector.

EPR requires the manufacturer of
a product, or the party that introduc-
es the product into the community,
to take responsibility for its life cycle.
An FMCG company should not only
account for the costs of making,
packing and distributing a packet of
chips, but also for the collection and
recycling/reuse of the packet. In In-
dia, producers have externalised
these costs due to the presence of a
robust informal sector composed of
waste pickers. By failing to mention
waste pickers or outlining mechan-
isms for their incorporation under
EPR, the guidelines are retrogres-
sive. An e�ective EPR framework
should address the issue of plastics
and plastic waste management in
tandem with the existing machinery,
minimise duplication and lead to a
positive environmental impact, with
monitoring mechanisms including
penalties for non-compliance. The
guidelines fall short in three areas:
people, plastics and processing.

People
For decades, waste pickers, working
in dangerous and unsanitary condi-
tions, have picked up what we throw
away. They form the base of a pyra-
mid that includes scrap dealers, ag-
gregators and re-processors. This py-
ramid has internalised the plastic
waste management costs of large
producers. Besides, by diverting
waste towards recycling and reuse,
waste pickers also subsidise local go-
vernments responsible for solid
waste management. Further, they re-
duce the amount of waste accumulat-

ing in cities, water bodies and dump-
sites and increase recycling and
reuse, creating environmental and
public health bene�ts.

Unfortunately, most informal
waste pickers remain invisible. Bet-
ween 1.5 and 4 million waste pickers
in India work without social security,
health insurance, minimum wages or
basic protective gear. The SBM Plas-
tic Waste Book attributes India’s high
recycling rate to the informal sector.
But the guidelines not only disregard
waste pickers and don’t involve them
as stakeholders in formulating the
guidelines, but also direct producers
to set up a private, parallel plastic
waste collection and recycling chain.
This is akin to dispossessing waste
pickers of their means of livelihood
as all plastic waste, contributing up
to 60% of their incomes, will likely be
siphoned away from them and chan-
nelised into the new chain. 

EPR funds could be deployed for
mapping and registration of the in-
formal sector actors, building their
capacity, upgrading infrastructure,
promoting technology transfer, and
creating closed loop feedback and
monitoring mechanisms. For easily
recycled plastics, EPR requirements
could have been ful�lled by formalis-
ing and documenting the work of the
informal sector and adequately com-
pensating them. Without strong go-
vernment regulation, the millions of
workers who have shouldered the
burden of waste management for de-
cades will stand to lose their liveli-
hoods – only so that companies can
keep meeting their targets to conti-
nue producing plastic.

Plastics
The EPR guidelines are limited to
plastic packaging. While a large part
of plastics produced are single-use or

throwaway plastic packaging, there
are other multi-material plastic items
like sanitary pads, chappals, and po-
lyester that pose a huge waste man-
agement challenge today, but have
been left out of the scope of EPR.

Plastic packaging can be roughly
grouped into three categories: recy-
clable and e�ectively handled by the
informal sector, technologically recy-
clable but not economically viable to
recycle, technologically challenging
to recycle (or non-recyclable).

Rigid plastics like PET and HDPE
are e�ectively recycled. In keeping
with the EPR objective that all recy-
clable plastics are e�ectively recy-
cled at the cost of the producer, the
government could support and
strengthen the informal recycling
chain by bridging gaps in adequate
physical spaces, infrastructure, etc.

Typically �exible plastics like
LDPE and PP bags are recyclable, but
due to their contamination with or-
ganic waste, light weight, and high
volume, the costs of recycling are
prohibitively expensive relative to
the market value of the output. Mar-
ket value for these plastics can be in-
creased by increasing the demand
for and use of recycled plastics in
packaging, thus creating the value to
accommodate the current costs of re-
cycling. The mandated use of recy-
cled plastics, as prescribed in the
draft regulations, is a strong policy
mechanism to create this value.

Multi-layered and multi-material
plastics form the abundant type of
plastic waste. These are low weight
and voluminous, making them ex-
pensive to handle and transport.
Since they are primarily used in food
packaging, they often attract ro-
dents, making storage problematic.
Even if this plastic is picked, recy-
cling is technologically challenging

as it is heterogeneous material. The
Plastic Waste Management Rules
mandated the phase-out of these
plastics. However, in 2018, this man-
date was reversed.

Processing
Not all processing is recycling. Pro-
cesses like waste-to-energy, co-pro-
cessing and incineration have been
proven to release carbon dioxide,
particulate matter, harmful dioxins
and furans which have negative cli-
mate and health impacts. Technolo-
gies like chemical recycling and py-
rolysis are capital-intensive, yielding
low returns and running into fre-
quent breakdowns and technological
problems. They also release carbon
dioxide and other pollutants.

The SWaCH-ITC Ltd project has di-
verted over 1,000 MT of multi-
layered and low-value �exible plas-
tics since its inception. However, pro-
ject scalability su�ers due to the
absence of processing plants that can
consistently accept multi-layered
plastics. These end-of-life processes
are economically, environmentally
and operationally unsustainable. A
number of gasi�cation, pyrolysis and
other chemical recycling projects
have �gured in accidents such as
�res, explosions and �nancial losses.
GAIA estimated that such technolo-
gies wasted at least $2 billion in in-
vestments, due to permit complica-
tions, operating costs, etc. While the
environmental impact and desirabili-
ty of these processes continues to be
debated, the draft regulations legiti-
mise them to justify the continued
production of multi-layered plastics.

In conclusion, the government
should redo the consultation process
for the draft guidelines and involve
informal workers. The scope of plas-
tics covered by the guidelines could
be altered to exclude those plastics
which are already e�ciently recycled
and to include other plastic and mul-
ti-material items. And end-of-life pro-
cessing technologies should be close-
ly evaluated, based not only on their
health and environmental impacts,
but also on the implications for conti-
nued production of low-quality and
multi-layered plastics.

Satyarupa Shekhar provides leadership and
coordination within the Break Free from
Plastic movement and Siddharth Ghanshyam
Singh is Deputy Programme Manager at the
Centre for Science and Environment, Delhi

The draft regulations on extended producer responsibility are retrogressive in their approach

The gaps in the plan to tackle plastic waste 

Satyarupa Shekhar &
Siddharth Ghanshyam Singh
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Turkey urged Russia on
Monday to drop “one-sided”
demands and adopt a more
constructive approach in its
stand-o� with Western pow-
ers and NATO over Ukraine.

NATO member Turkey
has irritated Moscow by sup-
plying combat drones to Uk-
raine that Russia fears could
be used by Kiev in its con�ict
with separatists in two east-
ern regions.

But Turkey has also upset
Washington and NATO by ac-
quiring an advanced missile
defence system from Russia
that resulted in sanctions
from the United States.

Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu urged
Moscow and the Western de-
fence alliance to air their dif-
ferences in direct negotia-

tions proposed by NATO
chief Jens Stoltenberg.

‘Be constructive’
Russia wants NATO to pro-
vide Moscow with a binding
security guarantee and with-
draw its forces to positions
they held before a wave of
eastward expansion that be-
gan after the Soviet Union’s

collapse. “For any proposal
to be accepted, it should be
acceptable by both sides.
Russia made some propo-
sals. But maybe NATO seeks
the same kind of guarantees
from Russia. This is not a
one-sided issue,” Mr. Cavu-
soglu told reporters.

“If the requests are maxi-
malist — I’m not saying that

Russia is maximalist in any
case — both sides must be
constructive,” he said. 

“They should come to the
table with proposals that
both sides can accept,” the
Minister added.

A NATO spokesman said
the Brussels-based alliance
had been “in touch” with
Moscow about holding a
meeting of the NATO-Russia
Council on January 12.

Russia has not yet formal-
ly accepted the o�er.

“If Russia has any certain
speci�c expectation or issue
from Turkey regarding re-
ducing tensions between
Russia and NATO, Turkey
will evaluate this positively
because our objective is
clear,” said Mr. Cavusoglu.

“Everyone would be af-
fected, God forbid, by con-
�ict in the region.”

Turkey urges Russia to drop
‘one-sided’ NATO demands
They should come to the table with proposals that both sides can accept: Minister
Agence France-Presse
Ankara

Point of view: A �le photo of Russian President Vladimir Putin
with his Turkish counterpart, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. * REUTERS
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In the wake of the war cry targeting
minorities at a religious congregation in
Haridwar, it’s high time India recognised
hate speech as the vilest a�ront and the
greatest dishonour to the freedom of speech
as conceived and cherished by the Indian
Constitution. Hate Speech as de�ned by the
267th report of the Law Commission of India
is “an incitement to hatred primarily against
a group of persons de�ned in terms of race,
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation,
religious belief and the like”. Any attempt to
casually pass o� such demagogic claptrap
under the political tapestry of free speech in
an election-bound State (Uttarakhand)
amounts to the denial of all that the
Constitution of India represents.

The debates on limits to Free Speech
As the Constituent Assembly deliberated on
Article 13 of the draft Constitution, which
would later become Article 19 in the enacted
Constitution, intense apprehensions were
expressed on the proposed proviso to Article
13 listing restrictions to the freedom of
speech and expression. These restrictions
�nally became Article 19(2). The exceptions
under the same clause fell under four broad
categories: “libel , slander, defamation”,
“contempt of court”, “o�ends against
decency or morality” and “undermines the
security of or tends to overthrow the state.”
The proposed restrictions were resisted on
the ground that these sought to rein in free
speech and are not seen in the American
Constitution, which had tremendously
inspired members of the Constituent
Assembly. Dr. Ambedkar sought to douse the
�re of concern by declaring, “It is wrong to
say that fundamental rights in America are
absolute. The di�erence between the
position under the American Constitution
and the Draft Constitution is one of form and
not of substance. That the fundamental
rights in America are not absolute rights is
beyond dispute. In support of every
exception to the fundamental rights set out
in the Draft Constitution one can refer to at
least one judgment of the United States
Supreme Court. It would be su�cient to
quote one such judgment of the Supreme
Court in justi�cation of the limitation on the
right of free speech contained in Article 13 of
the Draft Constitution.”

The First Amendment
As the original text of Article 19(2) did not

contain the term ‘public order’, the
pre-publication ban on newspapers/weeklies
in Delhi and Madras under the state laws
were invalidated by the Supreme Court on
the ground that the amplitude of the
restriction under Article 19(2) did not cover
“public order”. This prompted Parliament to
amend Article 19(2) by way of The
Constitution( First Amendment) Act, 1951, to
include ‘public order’ among other
additional grounds, but with a general rider
that such a law shall impose (only)
“reasonable restrictions”.

Jawaharlal Nehru, the protagonist of the
proposal, defended the First Amendment. In
his address to Parliament, he said, “It has
become a matter of the deepest distress to
me to see from day to day some of these
news-sheets which are full of vulgarity and
indecency and falsehood, day after day, not
injuring me or this House much, but
poisoning the minds of the younger
generation, degrading their mental integrity
and moral standards. It is not for me a
political problem but a moral problem. How
are we to save our younger generation from
this progressive degradation and the
progressive poisoning of the mind and
spirit?” The laws enacted under the ‘public
order’ restriction included Section 153A ,
Section 153B, Section 295A and Section
502(2) of the Indian Penal code. However,
the mesh of law was perforated by weak as
well as selective enforcement.

The Supreme Concern
In Pravasi Bhalai Sangathan vs Union of
India & Ors.(2014) the Supreme Court said:
“Hate speech is an e�ort to marginalise
individuals based on their membership in a
group. Using expression that exposes the
group to hatred, hate speech seeks to
delegitimise group members in the eyes of
the majority, reducing their social standing
and acceptance within society. Hate speech,
therefore, rises beyond causing distress to
individual group members. It can have a
societal impact. Hate speech lays the
groundwork for later, broad attacks on [the]
vulnerable that can range from
discrimination, to ostracism, segregation,
deportation, violence and, in the most
extreme cases, to genocide. Hate speech also
impacts a protected group’s ability to
respond to the substantive ideas under
debate, thereby placing a serious barrier to
their full participation in our democracy.”

On the proliferation of hate speech, the
Supreme Court pointed out that “the root of

the problem is not the absence of laws but
rather a lack of their e�ective execution.
Therefore, the executive as well as civil
society has to perform its role in enforcing
the already existing legal regime. E�ective
regulation of “hate speeches” at all levels is
required as the authors of such speeches can
be booked under the existing penal law and
all the law enforcing agencies must ensure
that the existing law is not rendered a dead
letter.” 

Further, the Supreme Court requested the
Law Commission of India to examine the
issue. The 267th report of the Law
Commission was of the clear opinion that

new provisions in IPC were required to
address the issue.

It suggested the insertion of new Sections
153C (prohibiting incitement to hatred) and
section 505A (causing fear, alarm, or
provocation of violence in certain cases) to
curb the menace of hate speech. 

Despite a draft Bill being annexed to the
report, none has been presented to
Parliament so far.

Neither has the law been strengthened,
nor the existing law strongly enforced. This
sums up the citizens’ predicament

Abhilash M.R is lawyer practising in the
Supreme Court.

LETTER & SPIRIT

Understanding the constitutional and legal de�nitions as well as restrictions of free speech

Is the freedom of speech absolute?

THE GIST
B The Constituent Assembly
extensively deliberated on
Article 13 of the draft
Constitution. The proposed
restrictions to free speech
were resisted on the ground
that these were not seen in
the American Constitution.
Dr. Ambedkar countered
these arguments by stating
that the freedom of speech
was not absolute in the U.S.
as can be seen by numerous
U.S. Supreme Court
judgments restricting free
speech.

B The term ‘public order’
was added later by an
amendment which is now
known as the First
Amendment. Jawaharlal
Nehru was a staunch
supporter of the First
Amendment.

B To e�ectively curb hate
speech, Supreme Court
requested the Law
Commission of India to
examine the issue. The
267th report of the Law
Commission was of the clear
opinion that new provisions
in IPC such as section 153C
(Prohibiting incitement to
hatred) and section 505A
(Causing fear, alarm, or
provocation of violence in
certain cases) were needed
to address the issue.

Abhilash M. R

No to hate: Various activists
shout slogans during a protest
against hate speech in New
Delhi, on December 27, 2021. *

AP
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Kiran Chandra Yarlagadda &
Srinivas Kodali

The Election Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021 that was
passed in haste in the winter

session in the Lok Sabha, and
which facilitates amendment to
the Representation of People’s
Act, is a step toward implementing
online-based remote e-voting for
which the use of Aadhaar will be
the primary identity. The linking
of Aadhaar with one’s voter ID was
primarily to build a biometric de-
pendent voting system from the
very beginning. The tall claim
made to support this change was
to �ght “fraud and duplicates” in
the electoral rolls. At the same
time, in practice, in places where
it was used — done by the mashing
of Electors Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) data with surveillance data-
bases — it facilitated a selective re-
moval of voters from the lists. In
the 2018 Telangana Assembly elec-
tions for instance, the conse-
quence of such a measure led to
the deletion of an estimated two
million voters.

The case of two States
In 2014, the Election Commission
of India (ECI) conducted two pilot
programmes on linking the voter
id with Aadhaar in the districts of
Nizamabad and Hyderabad. Using
the claim of e�ectiveness in re-
moving duplicate voters, the ECI

called for a National Consultation
on Aadhaar and voter id linking,
organised in Hyderabad in Febru-
ary 2015. The ECI launched the Na-
tional Electoral Roll Puri�cation
and Authentication Programme
(NERPAP) on April 1, 2015, which
had to be completed by August 31,
2015. After a Supreme Court of In-
dia order on August 11, 2015, it was
announced that this NERPAP
would be shut down. But as Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh were
early adopters of this programme
since 2014, both States have nearly
completed linking Aadhaar and
voter id for all residents. Though
the composite State of Andhra Pra-
desh was bifurcated in 2014, there
was only one o�ce of Chief Electo-
ral O�cer (CEO) Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh as the bifurcation
procedure was not yet complete in
2015. 

Database integration
The methodology followed by the
ECI to �nd duplicate voters using
Aadhaar is unknown to the gener-
al public. Nor is the information
available in the public domain.
Several applications under the
Right to Information Act to the
Chief Electoral O�cer, Telangana
asking for this information have
been in vain. In 2018, the ECI
wrote back to the CEOs asking for
the methodology used in NERPAP
for Aadhaar data collection after
questions were raised about the
ECI collecting Aadhaar data with-
out the consent of voters. In a let-
ter (No. 1471/Elecs.B/A1/2018-3,
April 25, 2018), from the CEO And-
hra Pradesh (then for Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh) to the ECI, it
is clear that the State Resident Da-

ta Hub (SRDH) application of the
Government of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh was used to cu-
rate electoral rolls. 

The SRDH has data on residents
of the State which is supplied by
the Unique Identi�cation Authori-
ty of India (UIDAI) or collected
further by the State governments.
The UIDAI initially created the
SRDH to give States information
on residents — similar to the Aad-
haar database without biometrics.
Private parties now maintain the
SRDH. While the UIDAI was con-
strained not to collect data on
caste, religion and other sensitive
information data for Aadhaar, it
recommended to the States to col-
lect this information, if required,
as part of Aadhaar data collection;
it termed the process as Know
Your Resident (KYR) and Know
Your Resident Plus (KYR+). 

In Telangana and Andhra Pra-
desh, the State governments also
conducted State census where vo-
ter data, Aadhaar data, 360-de-
gree pro�ling with details such as
caste, religion, bank accounts and
other sensitive personal informa-
tion were also collected. These
State Census surveys were called
the Samagra Kutumba Survey 2014
and the Smart Pulse Survey 2016. 

The SRDHs are now a part of the
State surveillance architecture tar-
geted at the civilian populace. It is
these SRDH applications that the
ECI used to curate electoral rolls
which resulted in the deletion of a
sizeable number of voters from
the list in Telangana in 2018. It is
not just Telangana but across In-
dia; the ECI has already linked
Aadhaar and voter IDs of close to
30 crore people resulting in voter
deletions (Unstarred question
2673, Rajya Sabha of January
2019). 

Disenfranchisement
The role of the ECI to verify voters
using door-to-door veri�cation (in
2015) has been subsumed (based
on RTI replies from the ECI, and
widely reported in 2018, after the
Telangana Assembly elections in
December); a software algorithm
commissioned by the Government
for purposes unknown to the pu-
blic and maintained by a private IT
company is in control now. While
the role and autonomy of the ECI
itself is speculative, subjecting key
electoral rolls to surveillance soft-
ware damages the concept of un-
iversal adult su�rage. What the ex-
perience in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh highlights is voter sup-
pression and disenfranchisement.

A mock election (in October
2021) was conducted in Telangana
by the State Election Commission
with smartphones using facial re-
cognition, voter ID, Aadhaar num-
ber and phone number for authen-
tication while voting (this was
tweeted by the Collector, Kham-
mam) . This method kills the “se-
cret ballot”. In a situation where
the role of money makes a mock-

ery of the democratic process,
linking Aadhaar will be futile. Elec-
tronic Voting Machines (EVMs), if
foolproof, put an end to the days
of booth capturing prevalent in
the days of paper ballots. But these
manifestations are about to bring
the age back. E-voting can also be
gamed using malware to change
the outcome of an election. While
the Bill does not look into large-
scale e-voting, there is an issue of
ensuring electoral integrity.

An Aadhaar-voter ID linkage
will also help political parties
create voter pro�les and in�uence
the voting process. Online trends
on the day of voting and micro-tar-
geting voters using their data will
make it easier for political parties
in power to use data for elections.
A ruling coalition will always have
an advantage with the data it pos-
sesses. An example is of the Chief
Ministers from certain States being
asked to get the data of the bene�-
ciaries of welfare schemes. How
this data was used in the 2019 elec-
tions is a pointer. The way Aad-
haar has been pushed across the
country has been undemocratic
and unconstitutional since its in-
ception. Aadhaar itself has several
fake and duplicate names, which
has been widely documented. The
linking of Aadhaar with voter ID
will create complexities in the vo-
ter databases that will be hard to
�x. This process will introduce er-
rors in electoral rolls and vastly
impact India’s electoral democra-
cy. 

Kiran Chandra Yarlagadda is General
Secretary, Free Software Movement of
India (FSMI). Srinivas Kodali is
Researcher, FSMI

Why the Aadhaar-voter ID link must be stopped
Aadhaar use to construct elector databases has resulted in exclusion and will help in pro�ling the voter
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The latest edition of the World
Inequality Report (https://
bit.ly/3Fx8vv4 and https://

bit.ly/3EvazlY) has con�rmed that
the world continues to sprint
down the path of inequality. “Glo-
bal multimillionaires have cap-
tured a disproportionate share of
global wealth growth over the past
several decades: the top 1% took
38% of all additional wealth ac-
cumulated since the mid-1990s,
whereas the bottom 50% captured
just 2% of it.” India’s case is partic-
ularly stark. The foreword by No-
bel laureate economists, Abhijit
Banerjee and Esther Du�o, says,
“India is now among the most un-
equal countries in the world.” This
means that the gap between the
top 1% and the bottom 50% is wid-
est for India among the major eco-
nomies in the world. The gap is
wider in India than the United
States, the United Kingdom, Chi-
na, Russia and France.

Poverty has persisted
The journey of this inequality over
time reveals that “socialist-in-
spired Five Year plans contribut-
ed” to reducing the share of the
top 10% who had 50% of the in-
come under colonial rule, to 35%-
40% in the early decades after In-
dependence. However, since the
mid-1980s, deregulation and liber-
alisation policies have led to “one
of the most extreme increases in
income and wealth inequality ob-
served in the world”. While the

top 1% has majorly pro�ted from
economic reforms, growth among
low- and middle-income groups
has been relatively slow, and po-
verty has persisted. 

In recent years, on the econom-
ic front, India, post-2014, seems to
have got into a phase of an even
greater reliance on big business
and privatisation to �x economics
and the result has been to beget
even more inequality. The latest
World Inequality Report �rmly
concludes that the “bottom 50%
share has gone down to 13%. India
stands out as a poor and very un-
equal country, with an a�uent
elite”.

Static growth rate
But beyond all this, what bears
emphasis is the observation by Au-
nindyo Chakravarty, in The Tri-
bune, about what was happening
to the income of the bottom 50%
in India since 1951. This grew at the
rate of 2.2% per year between 1951
and 1981, but what is telling is that
“the growth rate remained exactly
the same over the past 40 years”.
This makes it clear that irrespec-
tive of the economics or politics at
play, the state of the bottom half of
India barely changed, with an
abysmal rate of income growth.
That inequality in terms of the im-
mobility of those at the bottom (at
least one half of India) stood, irres-
pective of the economic policies
adopted, is an irrefutable fact. It
was because of the social condi-
tions and constraints in India.

Clearly, the very social struc-
ture that underpinned India, en-
couraged and fanned this inequal-
ity. Plenty changed after India’s
Constitution was adopted. In the
Nehruvian years — and after that
too — a bid was made to battle the

basic absence of social democracy
in India, but it remained con�ned
to States and regions. Therefore,
one sees a little more mobility and
well-being in States such as Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. Parts of Karnata-
ka and Andhra also recorded at-
tempts at smashing social struc-
tures that had pushed those at the
bottom to a life in perpetual pover-
ty and deprivation, and those at-
tempts showed in better economic
prospects. So, beyond these eco-
nomic policies which have been
fanning inequality, it is the ruling
party tying faith directly into polit-
ics and backing of old social struc-
tures – far from getting rid of them,
strengthening them each day –
that should set alarm bells ringing.
The linkages between our social
structures and income inequality
and poverty must be faced up to. 

Survey and data
Globally, the economic transfor-
mation of people and particularly
the lessening of inequality has
never happened unless socially re-
gressive mores have been chal-
lenged. Path-breaking research
across 106 countries in 2018 tack-
led the elephant in the room when
researchers from the Universities
of Bristol in the U.K. and Tennes-
see in the U.S. used data from the
World Values Survey to get a mea-

sure of the importance of religion
spanning the entire 20th century
(1900 to 2000) and found “that
secularisation precedes economic
development”.

Furthermore, the �ndings show
that secularisation only predicts
future economic development
when it is accompanied by a res-
pect and tolerance for individual
rights. That can only happen when
beyond su�erance of diversity or
tolerance, a society is able to see
all shades of humans, of varying
castes, creeds, faith, colour, gen-
der and choices as equal. The cen-
tral aspect of secularisation is de-
linking of religion from public life.
It leads to respect for each citizen
irrespective of their faith and for
science and rationalism. This is
clear from the European expe-
rience over centuries or of Asian
countries such as China, Vietnam,
South Korea and others — the old
social structures need to be
smashed and not resurrected.

‘One size nation’ is �awed
The rapid movement of India in
the reverse direction of secularisa-
tion, with the Union government’s
now-stated policy to prioritise
members of one religion and one
language, has severe economic
consequences too and the widen-
ing income inequality only re�ects
that. The quick descent into a ‘One
size nation’, does not �t its many
diversities. The avenues available
for all kinds of citizens to make a
life, informal if not formal, is deep-
ly inhibited by India’s social fabric
being torn by the Government’s
new priorities and policies. Far
from pushing for social and eco-
nomic equality, which can be
done by dismantling old shibbo-
leths in which India’s rank social

and economic inequalities are an-
chored, the state is now fanning
systems and principles to further
them. This fundamentally distorts
the hard wiring that had made
modern India possible. 

Criminalising the freedom of re-
ligion and choices, which is what
the Indian compact is based on, by
hunting out the diverse, mixed or
cosmopolitan as inauthentic has
consequences, both social and
economic. It was exactly this that
B.R. Ambedkar had warned of: “In
politics we will be recognising the
principle of one man one vote and
one vote one value. In our social
and economic life, we shall, by
reason of our social and economic
structure, continue to deny the
principle of one man one value.
How long shall we continue to live
this life of contradictions? How
long shall we continue to deny
equality in our social and econom-
ic life?” 

B.R. Ambedkar had issued a
grim warning in 1949 that if we
continue to deny social and eco-
nomic inequality for long, we
could “blow up the structure of
political democracy”. We risk
much more. There is no ‘destiny’
of nations foretold. Choices are
made and destinies created. By
choosing to reverse the idea of mo-
dernisation, linking religion �rmly
into the public sphere, trying to
unmake the modernity India had
tried to set for itself as an ideal, we
may be already setting ourselves
on a narrow path which ends in
places that scores of nations in the
world and several in our neigh-
bourhood have already arrived at,
only to their peril and dismay.

Seema Chishti is a journalist-writer based
in Delhi

The cold truth about India’s income inequality 
Far from pushing for social and economic equality, the state is fanning systems and principles to strengthen the divide

Seema Chishti
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The Adani Group is prepar-
ing to ship the �rst coal car-
go from Australia’s most
controversial mine, after
battling a seven-year cam-
paign by climate activists
and defying a global push
away from fossilf uels.

The Carmichael mine in
Queensland State is likely to
be the last new thermal coal
mine to be built in Australia,
the world’s biggest coal ex-
porter, but will be a vital
source of supply for impor-
ters such as power plants in
India.

“The �rst shipment of
high-quality coal from the
Carmichael mine is being as-
sembled at the North
Queensland Export Termi-
nal in Bowen ready for ex-
port as planned,” a spoke-
person for Adani’s
Australian subsidiary Bra-

vus Mining & Resources said
in a statement. The state-
ment did not say where the
shipment was headed.

When Adani bought the
project in 2010, it envi-
sioned building a 60-mil-
lion-tonne-a-year mine with
a 400-km rail line for about
$11 billion.

It shrank the plan in 2018
to 10 million tonnes a year
following a sustained “Stop
Adani” campaign by green
groups which scared o� len-
ders, insurers and major en-
gineering �rms.

Adani set to ship �rst coal
load from Australian mine
Capacity was cut amid ‘green’ protests
Reuters
MELBOURNE

Edward. O. Wilson, the trail-
blazing U.S. scientist, profes-
sor and author whose study
of insects and clarion call to
protect earth earned him the
nickname “Darwin’s natural
heir”, has died at age 92.

Wilson, whose death was
announced on Monday by
his foundation, was an
award-winning biologist and
long-time Harvard University
research professor, consi-
dered the world’s leading
authority on ants and their
behaviour.

While an entomologist
early in his career, he broa-
dened his scope immensely,
studying not just insects but
the social interactions of
birds, mammals and hu-
mans, and he e�ectively —
and controversially — esta-
blished a new �eld of science
known as sociobiology.

He was the author of hun-
dreds of scienti�c papers
and more than 30 books,
two of which won him Pulitz-
er Prizes for non-�ction:
1978’s On Human Nature,
and The Ants in 1990.

“Ed’s holy grail was the

sheer delight of the pursuit
of knowledge,” said Paula
Ehrlich, president of the E.O.
Wilson Biodiversity Founda-
tion and co-founder of the
Half-Earth Project.

“A relentless synthesizer
of ideas, his courageous
scienti�c focus and poetic
voice transformed our way
of understanding ourselves
and our planet.

“His greatest hope was
that students everywhere
share his passion for discov-
ery as the ultimate scienti�c
foundation for future ste-
wardship of our planet.”

Wilson, who died on Sun-
day in Massachusetts, had
become renowned for his ad-
vances in global conserva-
tion, and advised pre-emi-
nent scienti�c and

conservation organisations.
But his trailblazing work

was not without controversy.
In much of his 1975 book So-
ciobiology, he laid out his
theory of animal behaviour,
which earned high praise
from fellow scientists. In the
�nal chapter, though, Wilson
caused an uproar by propos-
ing that human behaviour is
largely genetically based,
and that humans acquire a
predisposition to such mat-
ters as the division of labour
between genders, tribalism,
male dominance and paren-
tal-child bonding.

Scientist E.O. Wilson, dubbed modern-day Darwin, dead
Agence France-Presse
Washington
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The Union Home Ministry
said on Monday that it had
refused to renew the FCRA
registration of Missionaries
of Charity (MoC), a Catholic
religious congregation set up
by Nobel laureate Mother Te-
resa, as “some adverse in-
puts were noticed”. The Fo-
reign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA) regis-
tration is mandatory for any
NGO or association to re-
ceive foreign funds or
donations.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee and the

Archdiocese of Calcutta ex-
pressed shock over the de-
nial. 

The MoC said that as the
FCRA application had not
been approved, the congre-
gation had asked their
centres not to operate the
bank accounts associated
with it. 

According to its 2020-21
annual �nancial returns �led
on December 13, the congre-
gation received over ₹75
crore from 347 foreign indi-
viduals and 59 institutional
donors. It had a balance of
₹27.3 crore in its FCRA ac-
count from the previous year
and the total balance stood

at ₹103.76 crore. The NGO re-
gistered in Kolkata has more
than 250 bank accounts
across the country to utilise
the foreign funds. Some of
the biggest donors are Mis-
sionaries of Charity in the
U.S. and the U.K. that sent
over ₹15 crore for “primary
health care, education assis-
tance, treatment of leprosy
patients” and others. 

The Home Ministry said it
refused to renew the regis-
tration on December 25 for
not meeting the eligibility
conditions. “No request/re-
vision application has been
received from Missionaries
of Charity for review of this
refusal.” 

Missionaries of Charity denied FCRA nod 
Some adverse
inputs were
noticed: Ministry

The Missionaries of Charity, which is registered in Kolkata, 
has more than 250 bank accounts across the country. * AFP

Vijaita Singh
Shiv Sahay Singh
New Delhi/ Kolkata 

FIR REGISTERED OVER 
ALLEGED CONVERSION � PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8
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It said that its licence was va-
lid till October 31 but it was
extended till December 31
along with other associa-
tions whose renewal is
pending. “We have been in-
formed that our FCRA rene-
wal application has not
been approved. Therefore,
we have asked our centres
not to operate any of the FC
(foreign contribution) ac-
counts until matter is re-
solved,” a statement from
Sister M. Prema, Superior
General of the MoC, said. 

The MoC, in its state-
ment, clari�ed that “FCRA
registration of Missionaries
of Charity has neither been
suspended nor cancelled.
Further there is no freeze
ordered by the Ministry of
Home A�airs on any of our
bank accounts”. 

Earlier in the day, reports
that bank accounts of MoC
were frozen by the Centre
had triggered concerns in
social and political circles.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee and
Archdiocese of Calcutta
have expressed shock over
the developments.

Taking to the social me-
dia, Ms. Banerjee said the

decision has left about
22,000 patients and em-
ployees without food and
medicines. The Trinamool
Congress chairperson said
while the law is paramount,
humanitarian e�orts must
not be compromised. 

“In freezing the bank ac-
counts of Missionaries of
Charity Sisters and Brothers
congregations, government
agencies have given a cruel
Christmas gift to the poorest
of the poor,” Father Domin-
ic Gomes, Vicar General,
Archdiocese of Calcutta said
in a statement. 

Other leaders from West
Bengal, including Commu-
nist Party of India ( Marxist)
State Secretary Surjya Kanta
Mishra and Congress Rajya
Sabha MP Pradip Bhatta-
charya raised the issue and
criticised the Union govern-
ment. 

After the Centre clari�ed
that it has not frozen any
bank accounts of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity and the
organisation came out with
a statement, Trinamool
Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Derek O’ Brien called it
“shameless damage control
tactics” of the Centre.

Missionaries of Charity
denied FCRA nod 
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;



T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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