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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Cur-

rent Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Ser-

vices Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 

Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 

and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 

page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 

content to the syllabus.

It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 

UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 

all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 

Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 

preparing the compilations. 

We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement 

may be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feed-

back, comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for 

students. Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any 

reader comes across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if 

they are informed at their Email ID.
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Telangana Chief Secretary
Somesh Kumar has exuded
con�dence that the 216-feet
statue of Bhakti saint Sri Ra-
manujacharya at Srirama
Nagaram in Muchintal is set
to become one of the land-
mark tourist sites of the
State.

The Chief Secretary, ac-
companied by Director Gen-
eral of Police M. Mahender
Reddy, and senior o�cials
inspected the arrangements
that were being made for the
visit of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Saturday for
formally dedicating the sta-
tue, christened Statue of
Equality, to the nation on
Saturday.

Mr. Mahender Reddy said
only those with valid pass
would be allowed into the

venues. Over 8,000 un-
iformed personnel had been
deployed on security duty in
the venues proposed to be
visited by the Prime Minister

including the Shamshabad
international airport, ICRI-
SAT and Muchintal with
strict observance of CO-
VID-19 protocols. 

Modi to unveil the 216-feet tall statue of Sri Ramanujacharya 
Special Correspondent
HYDERABAD

Strict vigil: Special Protection Group inspecting the premises
of the Statue of Equality at Muchintal on Friday. * NAGARA GOPAL

Telangana govt. makes elaborate
arrangements for PM’s visit today 
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The Rajya Sabha on Friday
discussed a private member
Bill on population regulation
moved by the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party’s Rakesh Sinha. 

During the discussion,
another BJP member Vikas
Mahatme sought the remo-
val of penal clauses from the
Bill stating that if a family
was penalised for more than
two children, then the third
child would develop a feel-
ing that “he is an unwanted
child”. “This is a very dange-
rous thought for the nation.
Therefore, I say we can do
something else instead of pe-
nalising,” he said. Mr. Ma-
hatme said though he sup-
ported the Bill, he felt it
could encourage “sex selec-
tion” and would lead to fe-
male foeticide. 

Mr. Mahatme said e�orts
should be made to achieve
population control as per
the vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

The Bill revitalises e�orts
towards promoting small fa-
mily norms of up to two chil-
dren per couple. It also pro-
poses to ensure healthy birth
spacing through measures
related to augmenting the
availability, accessibility and
a�ordability of quality re-
productive health services.

While moving the Bill, Mr.
Sinha said India had a land

availability of only 1.2 hec-
tare per person, while the re-
sources that get regenerated
automatically was 0.43 only.
“The ecological footprint
which we use and the gap
between their regeneration
is 187%. We are an ecological
debtor,” he said, adding that
if this continued for 30
years, then resources would
be exhausted and people
would not be able to lead a
digni�ed life.

“But in India, whenever
population control is dis-
cussed, it is always dragged
into the communal angle,”
said Mr. Sinha. Some people
see demographic dividend in
the growing population but
it was being used as cheap la-
bour globally, he said.

“People are being misled

in the name of demographic
dividend. Many countries
need cheap labour, from Pa-
kistan, Bangladesh and In-
dia, so they try to mislead
and drive the discourse
about demographic divi-
dend. They talk about re-
placement level. As per the
Total Fertility Rate �gures,
the national average is main-
tained in 174 districts, while
the TFR is 4 in 72 districts.
People who attack us in the
name of sa�ron demography
do not want the truth to
come out,” he said.

Motive questioned
Congress member Ami Yag-
nik questioned the motive
behind bringing in the Bill.
“When we should be talking
about human development

and human rights, a Bill is
moved on population regula-
tion. What will happen if pe-
ople start going for sex selec-
tion?” she asked.

Fauzia Khan of the NCP
said the Bill was an attempt
to systematically alter the so-
cial fabric of India. “The big-
gest victim of this Bill would
be women, irrespective of
religion,” she said. 

RJD member Manoj Jha
said that in 2020, the govern-
ment of India told the Su-
preme Court that coercion
was not desirable. “Demog-
raphy is serious business
and should be left to demog-
raphers, not politicians. It
will lead to female foeticide.
Women would bear the
brunt of the two-child
norm,” Mr. Jha said.

Remove penal clauses from
population control Bill: BJP MP 
Several members raise concerns during discussion in the Rajya Sabha
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Open House: The Rajya Sabha saw debates on several key issues on Friday. * PTI
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China and Pakistan on Fri-
day signed a new agreement
on industrial cooperation as
part of the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
plan during Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s on-going visit
to Beijing.

The agreement on Friday
followed Mr. Khan’s meeting
with He Lifeng, Chairman of
China’s National Develop-
ment and Reform Commis-
sion (NDRC). 

The industrial coopera-
tion agreement is a key part
of what is being called
“phase two” of CPEC. The
�rst phase primarily in-
volved Chinese investments
in energy projects as well as
road infrastructure.

The agreement between
Pakistan’s Board of Invest-
ment and the NDRC is
aimed at boosting Chinese
investment in Pakistan as
well as transferring Chinese
industrial capacity.

The framework will “pro-
mote industrialisation and
development of economic
zones, and initiate, plan, ex-
ecute, and monitor pro-
jects, both in public as well
as private sector”, the Asso-
ciated Press of Pakistan qu-
oted the agreement as
saying.

Mr. Khan told Mr. He that
CPEC was a project of “stra-
tegic signi�cance for both
countries” and called for
both sides to “expedite”
measures to develop the
Arabian Sea port of Gwadar.

‘Flagship project’
China has described CPEC
as a “�agship project” of the
Belt and Road Initiative. The
corridor links Xinjiang with
Gwadar, and also passes
through Pakistan-occupied

Kashmir (PoK) where China
is investing in a number of
projects. 

The Pakistan Prime Mi-
nister, who attended the
opening of the Winter Olym-
pic Games in Beijing, will al-
so hold talks with both Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
and Premier Li Keqiang. Be-
sides seeking investment,
Mr. Khan will also look to
reassure Beijing about safe-
ty concerns which have
slowed several CPEC
projects.

Bus blast
In July, Pakistan Foreign Mi-
nister Shah Mahmood Qu-
reshi travelled to China for
talks with his counterpart
Wang Yi for a strategic dia-
logue, which took place
days after the death of 13 pe-
ople, including nine Chi-
nese workers, in a bus blast
near the Dasu hydropower
project.

Mr. Wang told Mr. Qu-
reshi then that President Xi
Jinping had “put forward
clear requests” to bring the
perpetrators to justice. Mr.
Wang also called on the Pa-
kistani side “to further im-
prove security protection
for Chinese nationals, insti-
tutions and projects in Pa-
kistan”, an issue that is ex-
pected to be discussed
during the visit. 

Project of strategic signi�cance: Imran
Ananth Krishnan
Hong Kong

Imran Khan

China, Pak. ink new
CPEC agreement
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Harsh V. Pant

January this year saw the for-
mal launch of negotiations for
an India-United Kingdom free

trade agreement (FTA) when Com-
merce and Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal met U.K. Secretary of
State for International Trade
Anne-Marie Trevelyan during her
visit to New Delhi. These negotia-
tions were aimed at achieving a
“fair and balanced” FTA and cover
more than 90% of tari� lines so as
to reach the bilateral trade target
of around $100 billion by 2030. It
has been suggested that this pact
will be a “new-age FTA” covering
more than just goods, services and
investments and include areas
such as intellectual property
rights, geographical indications,
sustainability, digital technology
and anti-corruption.

Despite some potential chal-
lenges, there is a new momentum
in the India-U.K. bilateral engage-
ment these days with both sides
con�dent of moving forward swift-
ly. Mr. Goyal was emphatic that
“nothing is necessarily a deal-
breaker in this agreement,” and
suggested that no one should
“worry about issues which are
sensitive to any country, because
both sides have agreed that sensi-
tive issues are not our priority”.
Ms. Trevelyan viewed this deal as

“a golden opportunity to put UK
businesses at the front of the
queue as the Indian economy con-
tinues to grow rapidly”, that will
“unlock this huge new market for
our great British producers and
manufacturers across numerous
industries from food and drink to
services and automotive”.

There have been indications
that instead of the two nations try-
ing to tackle all sensitive issues in
one go, there could be an interim
pact to cover “low hanging fruit”
to be followed by a full-�edged
FTA in a year’s time. Such an early
harvest deal can often be delete-
rious for the prospects for a full
FTA, but given India’s abysmal
reputation in concluding FTAs,
this may not be a bad strategy in
keeping interlocutors engaged in
the process. 

A new trade outlook
As the global economy undergoes
a fundamental transformation in
the aftermath of COVID-19 and
supply chains get restructured, In-
dia cannot lose any more time in
setting its house in order. New Del-
hi is hoping to conclude its �rst
FTA in over a decade with the Un-
ited Arab Emirates this year. And
another one with Australia is in
the o�ng. If concluded, the India-
U.K. FTA will be the next in line at
a time when New Delhi is demon-
strating a new seriousness of pur-
pose as it negotiates 16 new and
enhancing several other trade
pacts with nations as diverse as Ca-
nada, the United States, the Euro-
pean Union and South Korea. 

In fact, just before the launch of

FTA talks with the U.K., India and
South Korea also decided to expe-
dite the upgradation of the exist-
ing FTA, formally called the Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement. The Narendra Modi
government is showing a new-
found �exibility in engaging with
its partners on trade as it seeks ba-
lanced trade pacts at a time when
new trade blocs in the Indo-Paci�c
such as the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
and the Comprehensive and Pro-
gressive Agreement for Trans-Pac-
i�c Partnership (CPTPP) are gain-
ing traction. Strategic
partnerships without strong eco-
nomic content would have no
meaning in the Indo-Paci�c,
where China’s economic clout is
growing by the day. 

The reason
Britain has made a trade pact with
India one of its post-Brexit priori-
ties as it seeks a greater role in the
Indo-Paci�c. India is at the heart of
the U.K.’s Indo-Paci�c ‘tilt’, which
has generated considerable inter-
est around the world. British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
came to o�ce promising one of
the deepest and broadest British
foreign, security, development

and defence reviews since the end
of the Cold War. And the Integrat-
ed Review (a ‘comprehensive artic-
ulation of the U.K.‘s national secur-
ity and international policy)
released in March 2021 categori-
cally underlined that, “In the de-
cade ahead, the UK will deepen
our engagement in the Indo-Pacif-
ic, establishing a greater and more
persistent presence than any oth-
er European country”. While the
U.K. will also be launching trade
negotiations this year with Cana-
da, Mexico and the Gulf to under-
score its ‘Global Britain” creden-
tials, a trade deal with India along
with its membership in the CPTPP
remains critical in anchoring the
U.K. economically to the
Indo-Paci�c.

Many factors at play
A range of factors have coalesced
to create an impetus for the U.K. to
adopt a more robust Indo-Paci�c
strategy: the trading implications
of Brexit; the U.K.’s changing ap-
proach towards China — shifting
from being a major proponent of
China to perhaps the most haw-
kish in Europe; and the fact that
the U.S., the U.K.’s closest ally and
security guarantor, remains �rmly
focused on the Indo-Paci�c. Like
its allies in the region, the U.K. re-
cognises the importance of a free
and open Indo-Paci�c to global
stability and prosperity, and has
made clear its intentions to deploy
strategic assets to this end. Lon-
don is also looking to amplify its ef-
forts by entering into the regional
security architecture. The trilater-
al security partnership between

Australia, the United Kingdom,
and the United States (AUKUS), an-
nounced in September 2021, ena-
bling Australia to acquire nuclear-
powered submarines with assis-
tance from the U.S. and U.K., has
given London a greater voice in
the region.

Trade and investment will be a
key dimension of this U.K. tilt.
Brexit has necessitated greater ac-
cess to non-EU markets, and the
U.K.’s changing relationship with
China requires a diversi�cation of
trading partners. But this shift in
focus is also driven by a recogni-
tion that the Indo-Paci�c is now
largely the force behind global
economic growth. The U.K. is look-
ing to leverage its historical con-
nections, development work, and
its credibility when it comes to
combating climate change (partic-
ularly relevant to these low-lying
states vulnerable to sea-level rise)
to help establish itself as a serious
player in the region where there
remain serious doubts about the
U.K.’s staying power. 

Through its Indo-Paci�c tilt, the
U.K. is �nally carving out a direc-
tion and purpose to its post-Brexit
foreign policy. And it is this priori-
tisation that has opened up a new
window for New Delhi and Lon-
don to quickly �nalise their FTA. It
is a unique “now or never” mo-
ment and the two sides seem will-
ing to seize it despite the
challenges.

Harsh V. Pant is Director of Research at
the Observer Research Foundation, 
New Delhi and Professor of International
Relations at King’s College London

India calling with quite a lot of trade in mind 
A ‘new age’ free trade deal with India remains critical in anchoring the United Kingdom economically to the Indo-Paci�c
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Rajya Sabha Deputy Chair-
man Harivansh said on Fri-
day that there have been
number of instances in the
past when a private mem-
ber’s Bill to amend the
Preamble to the Constitu-
tion has been introduced in
both the Houses of Parlia-
ment and that its legislative
competence is decided by
Council and not the Chair. 

Mr. Harivansh stated that
during the last session, on
December 3, member Manoj

Kumar Jha had opposed the
motion moved by K.J. Al-
phons to introduce a Bill on
the subject. Mr. Jha had ar-
gued that Preamble is part of
the basic structure of the
Constitution and the Bill
may not be allowed for
introduction.

Mr. Alphons had moved a
Bill to replace the word “so-
cialist” with “equitable” in
the Preamble. He had said
the word carried political
connotations.

Following this, Congress
leader Anand Sharma said

the Preamble cannot be
changed. “I would urge the
member concerned that in
larger interest of the country
where questions are being
raised about the integrity of
our commitment to the In-
dian Constitution, this
should not be allowed.” 

At which, Biju Janta Dal
member Amar Patnaik inter-
jected to say: “the two words
— socialist and secular —
were added to the Preamble
of the Constitution by the
42nd amendment, so it can
be changed.”

RS debates use of private Bills to
amend Preamble to Constitution 
Special Correspondent
New Delhi



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

The new Law Commission
could take up the issue of
Uniform Civil Code, Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju has
informed BJP member
Nishikant Dubey in a let-
ter. During the winter ses-
sion of Parliament last
year, on December 1, Mr.
Dubey had raised the issue
of a Uniform Civil Code
during the Zero Hour in
the Lok Sabha.

Responding to the is-
sue, Mr. Rijiju in a letter,
said the issue required in-
depth study of the provi-
sions of various personal
laws governing di�erent
communities and given
the sensitivity of the sub-
ject matter, the issue was
referred to the 21st Law
Commission. 

“However, the term of
the 21st Law Commission
ended on 31.08.2018. The
matter may be taken up by
the 22nd Law Commission
of India,” the Law Minister
said in his letter.

Mr. Rijiju also stated
that Article 44 of the Con-
stitution provided that the
State shall endeavour to
secure for the citizens a
Uniform Civil Code
throughout the territory of
India. In December 2020,
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind, while addressing an
event to mark the 60th an-
niversary of Goa’s Libera-
tion, had hailed the Com-
mon Civil Code of Goa. 

22nd Law
Commission
to study UCC
Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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The Supreme Court of India’s
recent ruling on an all India
quota (https://

bit.ly/349zEqB) deserves closer at-
tention for a reason other than its
impact on post graduate medical
admissions. This judgment has the
potential to settle a long, fractious
and futile debate in our country:
merit versus reservations. The or-
der of the two-judge Bench, com-
prising Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
and Justice A.S. Bopanna, lays to
rest a popular misconception of
merit while advancing an interpre-
tation that is consistent with our
constitutional ideals of equality
and social justice. The judgment
should have far-reaching conse-
quences for judicial orders, public
policy, and, hopefully, public
discourse.

Limited case
The case before the Court was ve-
ry limited: an expeditious resolu-
tion of the issues around the im-
plementation of Other Backward
Classes (OBC) and economically
weaker sections (EWS) quotas in
the National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET)-All India Quota
(AIQ) admissions to medical col-
leges. AIQ refers to a judicially
created category where 15% of un-
dergraduate seats and 50% of post
graduate seats are �lled on a dom-
icile-free, all-India basis.

The Government had recently
decided to extend the existing
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe reservations within this cate-
gory to provide for OBC reserva-
tions as well. Writ petitions had
challenged this order on the
grounds that the implementation
of OBC reservation would a�ect
professional merit and cause re-
verse discrimination against gen-
eral category candidates. Another
set of writ petitions had chal-
lenged the noti�cation of EWS re-
servation even as the hearings on
the 103rd Constitutional Amend-

ment Act were pending. Another
set of writ petitions had chal-
lenged the tenability of ₹8 lakh as
the income limit for EWS reserva-
tion. The Court, in view of the pu-
blic health implications of the de-
lay in medical admissions, upheld
the admissions notice, and listed
for March the hearing on the valid-
ity of the ₹8 lakh limit.

Fresh ground
The Court took this opportunity to
directly address the issue of merit
versus reservations at some length
(paragraphs 17 to 28). For the lon-
gest time, critics of a�rmative ac-
tion have argued that reservations
violate merit. The defenders of re-
servation too often concede this
but argue that a�rmative actions
serve other goals such as social re-
presentation. This is where the
judgment, authored by Justice
Chandrachud, breaks fresh
ground. It builds on a long tradi-
tion of progressive jurisprudence
on this issue, but takes it in a new
direction.

The judgment begins by recall-
ing and rea�rming the principle
of substantive equality, rather
than formal equality, that under-
lies our constitutional promise of
equality of opportunity. Relying
on the debates in the Constituent
Assembly, the Court reminds us
that the intent of the framers was
to remedy real structural barriers
that prevented the realisation of
equality of opportunity. The Court
builds on landmark cases such as
State of Kerala vs N.M. Thomas,
K.C. Vasanth Kumar (1985), and In-
dra Sawhney vs Union of India
(1992) to reiterate sharply that the
provision of reservations in Article
16(4) of the Constitution is not an
exception to but an extension of
the principle of equality enunciat-
ed in Article 16(1). Reservations are
crucial to achieving the aspiration-
al goal of genuine equality of op-
portunity and status amongst all
citizens. ‘Reservation is one of the
measures that is employed to over-
come these barriers. The indivi-
dual di�erence may be a result of
privilege, fortune, or circumstanc-
es but it cannot be used to negate
the role of reservation in remedy-
ing the structural disadvantage
that certain groups su�er’ (para-
graph 22).

Second, the judgment contri-
butes to the speci�cation of the
mechanisms through which social
privileges work. Justice Chinnappa
Reddy in K.C. Vasanth Kumar vs
State of Karnataka (1985) had cri-
tiqued the purely economic un-
derstanding of claims for reserva-
tion by emphasising the
embedded and rigid nature of the
socio-cultural institution of caste. 

The present order notes Marc
Galanter’s insight that processes of
resource accumulation impact the
performance of candidates in ex-
aminations. Taking this under-
standing forward, it draws upon
the work of K.V. Shyamprasad to
recognise, perhaps for the �rst
time, the role of cultural capital.
The order holds: ‘The cultural
capital ensures that a child is
trained unconsciously by the fami-
lial environment to take up higher
education or high posts commen-
surate with their family‘s standing.
This works to the disadvantage of
individuals who are �rst-genera-
tion learners and come from com-
munities whose traditional occu-
pations do not result in the
transmission of necessary skills re-
quired to perform well in open ex-
amination...’ (paragraph 24) The
judgment is also attentive to the
exclusionary implications of this
processes as meritocratic dis-
course legitimises consolidation of
‘family habitus, community lin-
kages, and inherited skills’. In ad-
dition to ‘rea�rming social hierar-
chies’, this obsession with scores
in an examination ‘serves to deni-
grate the dignity of those who face
barriers in their advancement
which are not of their own mak-
ing’ (paragraphs 24-25).

Stereotypes and skills
Third, it exposes social prejudices
that masquerade as concerns

about ‘e�ciency of administra-
tion’ and the anxieties about the
dilution of merit. It recognises that
there is a need to rectify prejudi-
cial stereotypes about the skills of
persons belonging to weaker sec-
tions. 

It relies on the 2019 decision in
B.K. Pavitra vs State of Karnataka,
also authored by Justice Chandr-
chud, which held, ‘The bench-
mark for the e�ciency of adminis-
tration is not some disembodied,
abstract ideal measured by the
performance of a quali�ed open
category candidate. E�ciency of
administration in the a�airs of the
Union or of a State must be de-
�ned in an inclusive sense, where
diverse segments of society �nd
representation as a true aspiration
of governance by and for the peo-
ple.’ 

Examinations and merit
Finally, the judgment goes to the
heart of the matter and questions
examinations as a measure of me-
rit. It cites Ashwini Deshpande’s
study highlighting a stark separa-
tion between what examinations
claim to measure, and what they
actually do. It elaborates by citing
Satish Deshpande’s research that
shows that often what examina-
tions measure have an indirect
and weak link to the tasks the can-
didate is supposed to perform. He
argues that the prestige of compet-
itive entrance examinations and
the unimpeachability of its evalua-
tor standards are a manufactured
construct. Satish Deshpande calls
these examinations ‘traumatic
bloodbaths’ that are administered
to jealously guard the social pres-
tige of the professional class.

Thus, Deshpande concludes
that if the examinations were to be
any less ruthless, their main social
function of persuading ‘the vast
majority of aspirants to consent to
their exclusion’ would be stymied.
Drawing upon this, the judgment
opines that exams can ‘only re�ect
the current competence of an indi-
vidual but not the gamut of their
potential, capabilities or excel-
lence’. Foregrounding the impor-
tance of individual character, lived
experiences, and subsequent
training, the judgment emphasis-
es that examinations are exclu-
sionary, though convenient, meth-

ods of resource allocation and that
our constitutional ideals should in-
form our cautious appreciation of
these processes (paragraph 25).

This critique of the widespread
misconception about merit — the
common sense of the upper caste
elite — can have far-reaching con-
sequences. 

Claims of reverse discrimina-
tion by candidates from the unre-
served category would have to be
justi�ed under the paradigm of
substantive equality. This implies
that a crude disparity in cut-o�
marks would not be construed in
isolation of the structural inequal-
ities perpetuated by a competitive
examination. This invites a strin-
gent judicial review of the consti-
tutionality of EWS reservations
since it overlooks the role of cultu-
ral capital for general category
EWS candidates and �xes the
same income limits for ‘creamy
layer’ OBC and EWS. In the policy
realm, this judgment opens the
way for designing examinations
that are free of linguistic, class,
school boards, and regional bias.
Justice A.K. Rajan’s report on
NEET, cited in this judgment,
could be a potential blueprint for
democratising access to higher
education. The recognition of so-
cial privileges that hide behind
merit also buttresses the demand
for caste census that can docu-
ment the dynamics of privilege ac-
cumulation and caution against
oligarchic and conservative policy
demands for Savarna Aayogs (or
Commission for Unreserved Class-
es) and Brahmin Schemes that are
mushrooming across our political
landscape.

Is it too much to hope that this
reasoning — written in the lan-
guage and style preferred by our
elite — coming from the highest
court of the land would open the
eyes of our upper-caste opinion-
makers to the reality of inherited
caste privileges that masquerade
as merit? Would this reshape the
complacent and condescending
drawing-room conversations
about “reserved category”? 

Yogendra Yadav is among the founders of
Swaraj India and the Jai Kisan Andolan.
Prannv Dhawan is a �nal year student at
the National Law School of India
University, Bengaluru

Interrogating the false merit-reservation binary
The Supreme Court’s recent order advances an interpretation that is consistent with the ideals of equality, social justice 

Yogendra Yadav & 
Prannv Dhawan
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;



T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


