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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Cur-

rent Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Ser-

vices Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 

Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 

and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 

page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 

content to the syllabus.

It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 

UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 

all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 

Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 

preparing the compilations. 

We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement 

may be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feed-

back, comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for 

students. Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any 

reader comes across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if 

they are informed at their Email ID.
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Ahead of the 60th anniver-
sary of the 1962 India-China
war which falls in October
this year, o�cial Chinese
military researchers have
compiled a new history of
the war reassessing its signif-
icance and legacy, bringing
the spotlight back to the war
amid the current tensions in
relations. 

Previous anniversaries of
the war received only mod-
est attention in China — far
less than in India — and
some Chinese military scho-
lars have in the past viewed
the war with India as one of
China’s forgotten wars. 

Unlike the Korean War or
war with Japan, the India-
China war hasn’t been co-
vered as extensively in Chi-
nese �lms, television dra-

mas or in the media. 
That is now changing.

There has been renewed at-
tention on 1962 following
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) crisis which began in
April 2020 and particularly
after the June 15, 2020 clash
in Galwan Valley. If the nor-
malisation of ties with India
was one reason for down-
playing 1962 in the past, the
recent plunge in relations
has coincided with greater
interest both in 1962 and on
the boundary dispute. 

To mark the 60th anni-
versary, Zhang Xiaokang,
daughter of the former PLA
General Zhang Guohua who
headed the Tibet military re-
gion and planned the Chi-
nese o�ensive in the eastern
sector in October 1962,
brought together Chinese
military researchers to com-

pile a new history of the
war, titled One Hundred
Questions on the China-In-
dia Border Self-Defence
Counterattack. Extracts of
the book were published
this month in the popular
Chinese website Guancha.
The book is based on inter-
views with PLA veterans and
focuses on Chinese military
strategy as well as on the le-
gacy of the war.

In China, high-pro�le
books on military history, a
sensitive topic, cannot be
published without a green
light from the PLA’s Central
Military Commission, which
is headed by President Xi
Jinping. The extract said
although it had been many
years since the war “it has
not been forgotten with the
passage of time, and genera-
tions of soldiers and military

fans have always been inter-
ested in this counterattack.” 

One reason why the 1962
war hasn’t received wide at-
tention is that unlike the war
against Japanese occupa-
tion, China was the aggres-
sor, despite the often repeat-
ed claim by the Communist
Party that China had never

invaded or occupied any
country.

‘Counterattack’
O�cially, China still calls its
massive attack on India as a
“self-defence counterat-
tack”. The book reveals that
the CPC under Mao, very
shortly after the o�ensive,

decreed that all references
to the war in China could
only describe it as a “coun-
terattack”, re�ective of how
the leadership looked to im-
mediately turn on its head
China’s act of aggression. 

The extract notes that on
December 3, 1962, less than
two weeks after the unilater-
al cease�re declared by Chi-
na, the PLA’s General Sta�
department issued a tele-
gram to all troops on “The
Question of Naming the Op-
eration Against the Invading
Indian Army,” which stipu-
lated that the war would on-
ly be referred to as the “Chi-
na-India Border
Self-Defence Counterat-
tack”, a description that is
still used today.

The book also looks at
Mao’s decision to go to war
and says he believed the of-

fensive would, somewhat
counterintuitively, “create
conditions for a peaceful
settlement of the Sino-In-
dian border issue” by bring-
ing India to the negotiating
table after Nehru’s “refusal”
to acknowledge a dispute.
That both sides subsequent-
ly began negotiating, the
book argues, proved him
right.

It also says Mao was in-
itially concerned about the
capabilities of the Indian Ar-
my but was reassured by his
generals, including General
Zhang. It quotes Mao as say-
ing “if we don’t win, we
won’t blame heaven and
earth but our own incompe-
tence”. He also told General
Zhang that if China lost
“sacred territory in Tibet” in
the war that it would “take it
back one day”.

The book focuses on the
Eastern Sector, which Gen-
eral Zhang headed, and dis-
cusses the signi�cance of
the capture of Tawang in
1962, which it said was
aimed to “demonstrate that
China would not accept the
McMahon Line” as well as its
sovereignty over Tibet.

It attributes China’s mili-
tary success in 1962 to the
�ghting experience gained
by the military �rst in the
war against Japan and sub-
sequently in the war in Ko-
rea �ghting U.S. troops.
Those wars have occupied
the spotlight in o�cial Chi-
nese military histories. But
with the resurgence of ten-
sions along the India-China
border and ahead of the up-
coming anniversary, the In-
dia-China war is now back in
the spotlight.

Amid chill in relations, new PLA history returns spotlight to 1962 war 
The downturn in ties has coincided with greater interest in China in the 1962 war, which hasn’t been covered as extensively in the media as Korean War or war with Japan

Indian soldiers positioned at a bunker at a forward post in the
erstwhile NEFA region in November 1962. * FILE PHOTO

Ananth Krishnan
Hong Kong

Blinding snow whipped up by
powerful winds pummeled the
eastern United States on Satur-
day, as one of the strongest win-
ter storms in years triggered
transport chaos and power out-
ages across a region of some 70
million people.

Major cities like New York and
Boston bore the brunt of the
blizzard, which the National
Weather Service (NWS) con-
�rmed intensi�ed on Saturday
into a “bomb cyclone” — charac-
terized by the explosive power
of rapid drops in atmospheric
pressure.

The heaviest-hit parts of New
York and Massachusetts re-
ceived two feet of snow by early

evening, with more than 95,000
homes in Massachusetts report-
ed without power.

Cold weather stretched as far
south as Florida, where the NWS
warned of “scattered to isolated
falling iguanas from trees” as

plunging temperatures tempo-
rarily paralysed the large lizards.

Residents in towns and cities
across the eastern seaboard
were urged to avoid all unneces-
sary travel for a second night of
whiteout conditions, with addi-
tional snowfall expected to be
heaviest across New England.

In Long Island, o�cials said a
woman had been found dead in
her car by a snowplow operator.

Salt machines and snowplows
crawled along the streets of New
York City, where Central Park
was covered in 7.5 inches of
snow and regional train lines
were partially shut down.

New York, New Jersey, Virgi-
nia, Maryland and Delaware de-
clared emergencies for all or
part of the States.

Residents in towns and cities urged to avoid all unnecessary travel

Agence France-Presse
Boston

People shovelling snow after a
major snowstorm on Saturday in
New York. * AFP

‘Bomb cyclone’ hits eastern U.S.,
triggers transport chaos, outages
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The coup in Myanmar will be a year
old tomorrow. On February 1 last
year, the military seized power, vio-
lating the Constitution. A decade-
long experiment with hybrid democ-
racy ended abruptly, paving the way
for violence, oppression and instabil-
ity. The road ahead looks dark, but
diplomatic e�orts are under way to
bring amelioration. 

Internal scene 
The Opposition camp has called for a
nationwide silent strike that ends in
mass clapping, an act representing
the indignation and the frustration of
the people. They are angry with the
military that has oppressed them
and imprisoned their elected lead-
ers. They are also frustrated with the
international community as it failed
to show up with a magic wand to res-
tore democracy. Some of their lead-
ers are promising freedom from mil-
itary rule by the end of 2022. But few
believe them. 

The military leadership has per-
sisted in marching on the dangerous
path it chose last January. It con-
vinced itself that the November 2020
elections were fraudulent, resulting
in a landslide victory for the National
League for Democracy (NLD) led by
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. It feared that,
armed with a strong popular man-
date, she would clip their wings and
establish full democracy. President
Win Myint and Daw Suu Kyi were ar-
rested and there was a brutal clamp-
down. The result: 1,498 people have
been killed and 11,787 imprisoned till
January 27, 2022, according to the As-
sistance Association for Political Pri-
soners. Besides, a sizeable number of
security o�cials have been killed. An
exodus of people seeking refuge in
neighbouring countries followed,
which included over 15,000 people
to Mizoram, India. 

After the coup, the Opposition was
active in articulating people’s anger.
A parallel government named the Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG) was
formed. Slowly it lost momentum as
Naypyitaw denounced NUG as “ter-

rorists”, and used its overwhelming
power to subdue the resistance. The
military now has an upper hand alth-
ough normalcy still eludes the na-
tion. Instability has ruined the eco-
nomy, with the World Bank terming
it as “critically weak”. The crisis also
weakened the Government’s e�orts
to manage the pandemic. In short,
Myanmar has just gone through its
annus horribilis. 

ASEAN’s role
Attention has now been focused on
mediation by the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). It
began well by persuading Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, the re-
gime’s supremo, to accept the ‘Five-
Point Consensus’ comprising, inter
alia, the cessation of violence, na-
tional dialogue and mediatory e�orts
by ASEAN. Insiders recall that Min
Aung Hlaing’s consent was implicit.
This became explicit when Foreign
Minister Wunna Maung Lwin formal-
ly conveyed Myanmar’s “commit-
ment” to the plan last August. But the
military resiled from its implementa-
tion. With uncharacteristic �rmness,
ASEAN barred the Senior General’s
participation in its summits. It of-
fered representation at the non-polit-
ical level which Myanmar turned
down. 

In this impasse, Cambodia’s Prime
Minister Hun Sen, the current
ASEAN Chair, has adopted a softer
approach which is backed by Thai-
land and Laos. It aims at adjusting to
the military’s refusal to compromise
on its key requirements such as de-
nial of access to Daw Suu Kyi for

ASEAN mediators, and little dilution
of the 2008 Constitution. Other
ASEAN States led by Indonesia are
opposed to Cambodia’s diplomacy.
But long-time ASEAN watchers be-
lieve that through further consulta-
tions, the grouping will craft internal
consensus and re-adapt its negotiat-
ing mandate. 

Whether this happens on Cambo-
dia’s watch, or later under the Indo-
nesian leadership, remains to be
seen. A key person to watch is Noe-
leen Heyzer, the United Nations Se-
cretary General António Guterres’s
special envoy, who could help both
the UN and ASEAN to craft a modus
vivendi for Myanmar. 

Other players
The West exerts in�uence in Myan-
mar, but it has been unable to com-
prehend the dynamics of power. The
United States and the European Un-
ion have not accurately assessed the
military’s resolve and core convic-
tion that without its driving role, na-
tional unity and integrity would dis-
appear. The western policy to
promote democracy and impose
sanctions against the military have
produced minimal results.

The media paid huge attention to
Russia’s endeavours to woo Myan-
mar by increasing its defence cooper-
ation since the coup. But the princi-
pal player is China, not Russia,
despite evident coordination bet-
ween the two. Beijing enjoys enor-
mous leverage in the ‘Golden Land’
through its control over several eth-
nic armed organisations, projects co-
vered by the Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI), the regime’s protection via ve-
to in the Security Council, and a
thick cheque book. Whoever wields
power in Naypyitaw develops stakes
in close partnership with China. But
Myanmar’s rulers also desire inde-
pendence and balance in their exter-
nal policy, provided the international
community gives them the means for
it. Japan understands this geopoliti-
cal reality, but acting by itself, Tokyo
cannot make a di�erence. It should
act in coordination with ASEAN and
India.

India’s policy
As the world’s largest democracy, In-
dia is always happy to work with fel-
low democracies, but it has never
been in the business of exporting de-
mocracy. Nevertheless, it has done
much to shape and to strengthen di-
plomatic e�orts at the UN and
through its support to ASEAN for
putting Myanmar’s transition to de-
mocracy back on the rails. This line
was reiterated by India’s Foreign Se-
cretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla in
his interactions with the top military
leadership in December 2021. He was
given a patient hearing even though
his request to meet Daw Suu Kyi was
denied, as was expected. Besides,
New Delhi provided one million dos-
es of “Made in India” vaccines, and
humanitarian assistance to the peo-
ple of Myanmar. 

For India, the well-established
two-track policy of supporting de-
mocracy and maintaining cordial re-
lations with the Government remains
in operation. South Block has to pro-
tect the state’s interests, guided by
realism and pragmatism. It has to
discourage a mass in�ux of refugees;
cut the capability of insurgent groups
to endanger security in the North-
east from Myanmar soil; safeguard
the ongoing projects and invest-
ments; and, above all, counter Chi-
na’s growing in�uence.

Finally, what future awaits Daw
Suu Kyi who no longer dominates the
political narrative as she did before
the coup? Sadly, she faces three
choices, all di�cult: long imprison-
ment, foreign exile, or imposed re-
tirement from politics. The last op-
tion seems the most likely at present.

Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow,
Gateway House and former Ambassador to
Myanmar. He is also the author of
‘India-Myanmar Relations: Changing
Contours’

The road ahead looks dark and New Delhi’s outreach needs to be guided by realism and pragmatism

The ground has shifted: “Daw Aung San Suu Kyi who no longer dominates the
political narrative as she did before the coup.” Picture shows Daw Suu Kyi
during a voter education campaign in Shan state, in 2015. * FILE PHOTO: AFP

A year on from Myanmar’s ‘annus horribilis’

Rajiv Bhatia
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s com-
ment, after receiving a written response from
Washington to Moscow’s security demands, that

‘Russia doesn’t want wars’ raises hopes of a diplomatic
solution to the Ukraine crisis. Last week saw a �urry of
diplomatic activities aimed at de-escalating the situa-
tion. Besides the U.S.’s written response to Russia,
which could set the stage for further diplomatic talks in
the coming weeks, French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron has held talks with his Russian counterpart Vladi-
mir Putin. Mr. Macron and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz are also reportedly trying to revive the stalled
Minsk process that sought to �nd a peaceful solution to
Ukraine’s internal con�ict between Kiev and the Russia-
backed separatists in the eastern Donbas region. Mr.
Putin has said the U.S. response does not address Rus-
sia’s core security concerns. Fears of a military con�ict
are still there. Russia, which has mobilised thousands of
troops on its border with Ukraine, in Belarus in Uk-
raine’s north and in Transnistria (a breakaway region
from Moldova) in its south-west, has a clear military ad-
vantage. But the West’s willingness to press ahead with
diplomatic options and Russia’s reciprocity suggest that
neither side is in a hurry for armed con�ict.

There is a strong case for de-escalation. Mr. Putin has
already achieved many things, without a shot being
�red. He has got the Western leadership to talk to him
over the contested issue of NATO’s expansion, which
Russia has long been complaining about. By putting a
gun to Ukraine’s head, he has e�ectively drawn a red
line in Russia’s relations with the West. Also, as the U.S.
and its allies are scrambling for economic measures to
punish Russia “if it invades Ukraine”, the 2014 Russian
annexation of Crimea and Moscow’s continued support
for separatists inside Ukraine have practically become
non-issues. Nobody is threatening to punish Russia for
not returning Crimea to Ukraine. The status quo has
been redrawn. Besides, the U.S. has said it is open to
discuss some of Russia’s security concerns, including
missile deployments in Eastern Europe and military ex-
ercises in sensitive regions. Russia should accept the
U.S. proposals, de-escalate the crisis around Ukraine
and opt for more dialogue on critical issues, including
NATO’s eastward expansion. If it still goes ahead with
an attack, which U.S. President Joe Biden said could
happen, it could well be a mistake. Russia might be in a
position to overrun Ukraine militarily, but what comes
next in Europe’s largest country is as unpredictable as it
can get. If the post-9/11 military adventures of the U.S.
are any lesson, it is that great powers could clinch swift
victories against weaker countries but could fail miser-
ably in sustaining those victories. Mr. Putin should not
walk into the same mistake and thereby push Europe
back into the darker days of the Cold War.

Risky bets 
Russia should do more to reduce tensions

along its border with Ukraine 
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The story so far: The Nord Stream pipeline
is back in the news following the renewed
tensions between the West and Russia over
Ukraine. Owned by the Russian energy giant,
Gazprom, Nord Stream the longest subsea
pipeline, is an export gas pipeline which
runs under the Baltic Sea carrying gas from
Russia to Europe. The gas for Nord Steam
comes mainly from the Bovanenkovo oil and
gas condensate deposit in Western Siberia.
The pipeline’s signi�cance comes from the
fact that it bypasses transit countries,
making it highly reliable for European
customers.

What is the Nord Stream Pipeline?
Nordstream consists of two pipelines, which
have two lines each. Nord Stream 1 was
completed in 2011 and runs from Vyborg in
Leningrad to Lubmin near Greifswald,
Germany. Nord Stream 2 which runs from
Ust-Luga in Leningrad to Lubmin was
completed in September 2021 and has the
capacity to handle 55 billion cubic meters of
gas per year once it becomes operational.
The twin pipelines together can transport a
combined total of 110 billion cubic metres
(bcm) of gas a year to Europe for at least 50
years. The Nord Stream crosses the
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) of several
countries including Russia, Finland, Sweden,
Denmark and Germany, and the territorial
waters of Russia, Denmark, and Germany. In
Germany, the pipeline connects to the OPAL
(Baltic Sea Pipeline) and NEL (North
European Pipeline) which further connects
to the European grid.

What are the objections to the
pipeline? 
The pipeline has run into trouble from
environmentalists who argue that it does not
�t in with German e�orts to cut dependence

on fossil fuels and �ght climate change. The
$11 billion-worth Nord Stream 2 has not yet
started operating because Germany says it
does not comply with German law and has
suspended its approval. The project is also
awaiting approval from the European
Commission.

The strategic objection, particularly from
the U.S., is that it will make Europe too
dependent on Russia, increasing Russia’s
in�uence in Europe. Moreover, there is
concern that Russia could use it as a
geopolitical weapon. Ukraine has objected
because it will lose around $2 billion in
transit fees once the pipeline becomes
operational. Moreover, so long as Russian
gas transits through Ukraine, Russia is
unlikely to intervene and cause instability in
Ukraine and Europe will stay invested in its
security. Countries like Poland and Belarus
also stand to lose transit fees and hence
oppose the pipeline as it will bypass existing
pipelines running through them.

In light of the tensions over Ukraine, the
U.S. has said it will stop the Nord Stream if
Russia attacks Ukraine. But European
countries, led by Germany, seemed reluctant
initially to impose sanctions on the Nord
Stream though it has now said sanctions are
not o� the table. This reluctance stems from
the pipeline’s importance to Europe.

Why is it important for Europe and
Russia?
Europe requires more than 100 billion cubic
metres (bcm) of natural gas each year and
around 40% of its gas comes from Russia.
This gas is used for heating homes, factories,
and o�ces in the harsh, long European
winters and also for power generation. Over
the last few years, Europe has become more
dependent on gas imports because of a
decrease in domestic gas production.
Reducing dependence on Russian gas is
di�cult as there are no easy replacements.

There is no infrastructure to import LNG
from exporters like Qatar and the U.S. and
there are question marks over the
desirability of shipping gas. The U.S. has said
that it is in talks with gas-producing
countries to secure back-up supplies for
Europe if Russia stops sending gas. But this
does not look like a feasible option in the
short term due to current shortages in global
supplies. Moreover, Germany’s transition to
cleaner fuels by phasing out nuclear power
and cutting reliance on coal has increased its
dependence on Russian gas as gas is seen as
a cleaner fuel. Many European businesses
have large investments in Nord Stream 2 and
there is pressure on governments from these
businesses. Finally, a reduction in gas from
Russia would increase already high gas
prices and that would not be popular
domestically.

As for Russia, which has the largest
natural gas reserves in the world, around

40% of its budget comes from sales of gas
and oil. Nord Stream 2 is important because
it eliminates the risks related with sending
gas through transit countries, cuts operating
costs by doing away with transit fees and
gives direct access to its most important
European customer, Germany. It increases
Europe’s dependence on Russia while giving
it a reliable customer.

What next?
The Nord Stream 2 is being used as a
bargaining chip by the West to force Russia
to de-escalate tensions with Ukraine.
However, the kerfu�e over it has also
brought out in the open the discord between
the U.S. and its allies within Europe. For
now, the fate of the $11 billion pipeline hangs
in a balance.

Uma Purushothaman is Assistant
Professor at the Department of International
Relations, Central University of Kerala.

EXPLAINER

How is the pipeline causing geo-political tensions? Is the U.S. planning sanctions on it? 

The importance of the Nord Stream pipeline

THE GIST
B Nordstream consists of
two pipelines, Nord Stream
1 which was completed in
2011 and Nord Stream 2
which was completed in
September 2021. The twin
pipelines together can
transport a combined total
of 110 billion cubic metres
(bcm) of gas a year. In
Germany, the pipeline
connects to the OPAL and
the NEL which further
connects to the European
grid.

B The main strategic
objection to the pipeline,
particularly from the U.S., is
that it will make Europe too
dependent on Russia.
Ukraine has objected
because it will lose around
$2 billion in transit fees
once the pipeline becomes
operational.

B Germany needs the
pipeline as its transition to
cleaner fuels by phasing out
nuclear power and cutting
reliance on coal has
increased its dependence on
Russian gas. Many European
businesses also have large
investments in Nord Stream
2. Finally, a reduction in gas
from Russia would increase
already high gas prices
which would be a disaster
domestically.

Uma Purushothaman

* GAZPROM
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How is the pipeline causing geo-political tensions? Is the U.S. planning sanctions on it? 

The importance of the Nord Stream pipeline

THE GIST
B Nordstream consists of
two pipelines, Nord Stream
1 which was completed in
2011 and Nord Stream 2
which was completed in
September 2021. The twin
pipelines together can
transport a combined total
of 110 billion cubic metres
(bcm) of gas a year. In
Germany, the pipeline
connects to the OPAL and
the NEL which further
connects to the European
grid.

B The main strategic
objection to the pipeline,
particularly from the U.S., is
that it will make Europe too
dependent on Russia.
Ukraine has objected
because it will lose around
$2 billion in transit fees
once the pipeline becomes
operational.

B Germany needs the
pipeline as its transition to
cleaner fuels by phasing out
nuclear power and cutting
reliance on coal has
increased its dependence on
Russian gas. Many European
businesses also have large
investments in Nord Stream
2. Finally, a reduction in gas
from Russia would increase
already high gas prices
which would be a disaster
domestically.

Uma Purushothaman

* GAZPROM

In ruling that the one-year suspension imposed last
year by the Maharashtra Assembly on 12 BJP legisla-
tors was illegal and irrational, the Supreme Court

has set the limits of the legislature’s power to deal with
disorderly conduct in the House. It has laid down a sig-
ni�cant principle that the e�ect of disciplinary action
cannot traverse beyond the session in which the cause
arose. Citing precedents from rulings of the Privy Coun-
cil and the Supreme Court, the Court has sought to read
the power of the House to suspend a member as essen-
tially defensive or ‘self-protective’ so that disorderly
conduct does not overwhelm its proceedings, but it
should not assume a punitive character. Therefore, the
suspension beyond the duration of the session was ille-
gal. It was deemed irrational because the need to exer-
cise the power was limited to restoring order in the
House; logically, it was not needed beyond the day, or
in case of repeated disorderly conduct, to the session so
that scheduled business could be completed. It has
termed the one-year suspension as a punitive action
worse than expulsion. Its reasoning is that if a member
is expelled by a resolution of the House, the Election
Commission is bound to hold a by-election within six
months and the member could seek re-election. On the
contrary, the year-long suspension will mean that the
constituency remains unrepresented, while there
would be no vacancy to be �lled through a by-election.

The State government argued vehemently that there
was no limit to the action that the House could take for
maintaining order and the Court could not examine the
proportionality of the action. Rule 53 of the Assembly
allowed the Speaker to adopt a graded approach to dis-
orderly conduct; naming members after which they
should withdraw from the House for the day, and, in the
case of the conduct being repeated, for the rest of the
session. However, the Government insisted that the sus-
pension was imposed under the inherent power of the
Assembly to ensure orderly functioning. Even then, the
Court ruled, in the absence of a rule enabling such a
power, the House had to adopt a graded approach and
that the same-session limit could not be breached. Re-
ferring to the bar under Article 212 of the Constitution
on the judiciary examining the regularity of the proce-
dure adopted by the House, the three-judge Bench
ruled that the present action was illegal and irrational,
and not a mere irregularity of procedure. The ruling is
yet another reminder to legislative bodies that their
functioning is subject to constitutional parameters. In
an era when the government side accuses the Opposi-
tion of being obstructionist, and the Opposition alleges
that it is being silenced, it is gratifying that the higher
judiciary grapples with questions related to the limits of
the power exercised by the majority in the legislature.

Limits of power 
SC serves a reminder that the House should

work within constitutional parameters 
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The Budget session of Parlia-
ment, which begins on Mon-
day, is expected to start on a
stormy note as the Opposi-
tion is all set to corner the
Narendra Modi government
over the latest revelations in
the Pegasus spyware issue. 

On Sunday, Congress
leader in the Lok Sabha Ad-
hir Ranjan Chowdhury
wrote to Speaker Om Birla to
demand a privilege motion
against Information Tech-
nology (IT) Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw for “deliberately
misleading the House on the
Pegasus issue”. Mr. Chowd-
hury cited a report in the
New York Times that claimed
that the Modi government
had purchased the Pegasus
spyware from the Israeli

group, NSO, in July 2017. 
Last July, making a state-

ment on the Pegasus issue,
the IT Minister had told Par-
liament that “no unauthor-
ised surveillance can occur”.

President’s Address
On Monday, the Budget ses-
sion will formally get under
way with President Ram

Nath Kovind addressing a
joint sitting of the Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha in the Cen-
tral Hall. However, in view of
the COVID restrictions,
some members will be seat-
ed in the chambers of both
Houses.

The Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha will return to
separate sittings in shifts

with members seated across
both chambers of Parlia-
ment to ensure distancing
norms. 

The �rst part of the Bud-
get session will be held from
January 31 to February 11 af-
ter which it will go into re-
cess to examine the budge-
tary allocations for di�erent
departments. The session
will resume on March 14 and
conclude on April 8. In all,
there will be 29 sittings, with
10 of them being planned for
the �rst part of the Budget
session. 

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will pre-
sent the Economic Survey
2021-22 on Monday and the
Union Budget on Tuesday. 

Congress demands privilege motion against Information Technology Minister
Sandeep Phukan
New Delhi

MORE REPORTS � PAGE 8
CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8

Pegasus issue to roil Budget session 
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Soon after the President’s
Address, both Houses will
take up a discussion on the
Motion of Thanks to the ad-
dress. According to a state-
ment from the Lok Sabha se-
cretariat, the government
has tentatively �xed four
days — February 2, 3, 4 and 7
— for the discussion on the
Motion of Thanks. The
Prime Minister will reply to
the debate in both the Hous-
es, once the debate gets ov-
er. Rajya Sabha too is ex-
pected to take up the
Motion of Thanks simulta-
neously. The other major
business in the �rst part will
be a general discussion on
the Budget, added the LS se-
cretariat statement.

To ensure smooth func-
tioning of both the Houses,
separate meetings have
been lined up by Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman M. Venkaiah
Naidu and the Parliamen-
tary A�airs Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Monday. 

Mr. Birla will also preside
over the Lok Sabha’s Busi-
ness Advisory Committee
(BAC) meeting in the after-
noon to decide on the Hous-
e’s agenda for the week.

The principal Opposition
party, the Congress, had de-
clared that it will reach out
to like-minded parties to
raise key issues such as al-
leged Chinese incursions,
sale of Air India, relief pack-

age for the families of CO-
VID-19 victims, the recent
incidents of hate speeches,
among others. 

However, the Pegasus
snooping row, that had
washed out the Monsoon
session last year, could now
derail other issues. 

Stepping up the attack on
the Prime Minister and the
government, on Saturday,
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi had accused Mr Mo-
di of ‘committing treason”.
Mr. Gandhi’s phone is said
to be among a list of num-
bers that were said to be po-
tential targets of hacking by
using the spyware. 

“PM said that it is the best
time to set new goals in the
India-Israel relationship. Of
course, it is the best time to
ask Israel if they have any
advanced version of the Pe-
gasus spyware. The last deal
was for $2 billion. India can
do better this time. If we get
more sophisticated spyware
ahead of the 2024 elections,
we can give them even $4
billion,” tweeted former Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidam-
baram on Sunday. 

The Budget session also
comes right in the middle of
election campaign for �ve
states — Uttar Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Punjab, Goa, and
Manipur — that will go to
polls from February 10 until
March 7. 

Pegasus issue set to
roil Budget session 
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Nearly seven years after
starting to deploy a part of
its corpus in the stock mar-
ket through professional
fund managers, the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund Or-
ganisation (EPFO) has now
decided to appoint an inde-
pendent auditor to keep an
eye on their investment
transactions and report any
deviations. 

An o�cial said the deci-
sion to appoint an external
concurrent auditor who
could “scrutinise day-to-day
transactions by the portfolio
managers” was taken prior
to the current volatility in
the stock markets, and was
aimed at ensuring that the
investment pattern and
norms speci�ed for EPF sav-
ings were followed strictly.

In 2020-21, the fund man-
agers invested nearly ₹1.82
lakh crore, which includes
equity investments of at

least 5% of the incremental
EPF in�ows into members’
accounts. The EPFO had be-
gun equity investments in
2015-16, with a ceiling of 15%
of fresh in�ows. A minimum
of 45% and a maximum of
65% of in�ows are invested
in government securities. 

Entrusted with retire-
ment savings of formal sec-
tor employees worth over
₹15.7 lakh crore, the EPFO
has been using multiple
portfolio managers to man-
age its investments since
2008.

EPFO to appoint auditor
to track fund managers 
Investments to be scrutinised daily
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8

The EPFO has 24.77 crore
account holders. * FILE PHOTO 



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS
C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

It currently relies on UTI As-
set Management Company
and SBI Mutual Fund to allo-
cate members’ monthly
contributions into di�erent
securities. 

“Based on a decision of
the EPFO’s Central Board of
Trustees chaired by Union
Labour and Employment
Minister Bhupender Yadav,
we are in the process of se-
lecting an external concur-
rent auditor to verify the
portfolio managers’ com-
pliance with our terms of
agreement,” the o�cial
said.

Apart from procedural
lapses and challenges in the
investment process, the
auditor would be tasked
with undertaking a detailed
analysis of instances of
downgrades and defaults in
EPFO’s holdings each quar-
ter. Credit ratings of securi-
ties would, however, be re-
viewed on a daily basis with
any downgrades or ‘nega-
tive outlook’ reports �agged
immediately to the PF body.

“In fact, any exceptions
or deviations would have to
be reported to us imme-
diately. The auditor will not
only have to verify daily
transaction details to assess
whether the fund managers
are investing EPF money
promptly, but also to assess
if the investments that are
made o�er the highest avail-
able yield at the time and
have been carried out on an
‘optimal market rate’. We al-

so want to know if each in-
vestment decision is backed
by a rationale,” the o�cial
explained. 

If EPF funds remain unin-
vested for a signi�cant pe-
riod, for instance, the audi-
tor shall assess the
‘opportunity cost due to de-
layed investments’, and
keep an eye out for any po-
tential con�ict of interest in
fund managers’ decision-
making processes. While
the EPFO reviews its portfo-
lio managers’ performance
periodically, the auditor
would be required to check
if issues highlighted in pre-
vious reviews have been ad-
dressed. 

Better returns
At a broader level, the EPFO
also expects the auditor to
opine on regulatory and
procedural bottlenecks in
the investment process as
well as keep it abreast of
emerging policy issues in In-
dia and around the world
that may help provide better
returns and identify risks
for its large investment cor-
pus. 

The PF o�ce hopes to
conclude the auditor’s ap-
pointment in this �nancial
year itself. Along with a
monthly audit report, the
auditor would submit an an-
nual report certifying in-
vestment holdings after a
physical veri�cation, and
could be asked to undertake
other ad hoc audits. 

EPFO to appoint auditor
to track fund managers 
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On January 17, 2022, Oxfam
International presented its
annual global “Inequality

Report”. Titled “Inequality Kills”,
the report calculated and present-
ed the quantum growth in wealth
of a minuscule few, and the simul-
taneous impoverishment of mil-
lions of working people. During
the novel coronavirus pandemic,
the report reveals, more than half
the world’s new poor are from In-
dia; 84% Indian households have
su�ered a loss of income, with 4.6
crore people falling into extreme
poverty. In this period, the richest
142 people have more than dou-
bled their wealth to more than ₹53
lakh-crore. This is clearly happen-
ing by design, and can only be cor-
rected if our policymakers reverse
their framework of paying lip ser-
vice to the poor while making pol-
icies that support the rich. One of
the most important places to show
commitment to equity, is the Un-
ion Budget; and inequality should
perhaps be discussed threadbare
in India before, and after every
Union and State Budget.

This is the guiding light
There is also a constitutional man-
date to reduce inequality. In India
today, some of the most basic hu-
man rights that allow people to
stay alive are under threat. It is the
sacred responsibility of the Go-
vernment to follow the Constitu-
tion, and ensure delivery of these
rights. The policymaking “duty”
of all governments is to follow Part
IV of the Constitution — the Direc-
tive Principles of State Policy. The
Budget is one of the most impor-
tant annual exercises in state poli-
cy, and it is the Directive Princi-
ples that should be a guiding light.
In terms of inequality, Articles 38

and 39 mandate a policy path.
Among other important princi-
ples, Article 38(1) states: “The
State shall strive to promote the
welfare of the people by securing
and protecting as e�ectively as it
may a social order in which jus-
tice, social, economic and politi-
cal, shall inform all the institutions
of the national life.” Article 39 (c)
states: The State shall, in particu-
lar, direct its policy towards secur-
ing — (c) that the operation of the
economic system does not result
in the concentration of wealth and
means of production to the com-
mon detriment;

‘Duties’ talk
A rights-based policy framework,
should, therefore, be followed by
the Indian state to protect the
poor and the marginalised. But
the Prime Minister advocates that
people concentrate on their duties
and stop demanding their rights.
On January 20, 2022, at the launch
of the Brahma Kumaris’ year-long
programme of events (as part of
the Government’s celebration of
75 years of Independence) the
Prime Minister declared, “In the
last 75 years, we only kept talking
about rights, �ghting for rights
and wasting our time. The talk of
rights, to some extent, for some
time, may be right in particular cir-
cumstances, but forgetting one’s
duties completely has played a
huge role in keeping India weak.”
Ironically, the Prime Minister did
not seem to be referring to his own
duties. 

In a country like India, reducing
inequality should be a high priori-
ty. Today, this principle is being in-
verted. The Oxfam report does not
exclusively examine the multiply-
ing wealth of India’s billionaires.
Let us look outside this 0.00001%
of our population, and for the pur-
poses of the Budget, look at their
analysis of basic social services —
particularly those that a�ect the
survival of the poor. 

India must be one of the only
countries in the world where dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic the

health Budget has declined — and
that too by a huge 10% in the last
year. Social security expenditure
has declined from an already path-
etically low 1.5% in 2020-21 to 0.6%
of the Union Budget in 2022. It is at
this end of Budget allocations
where people are deprived of the
most basic services and entitle-
ments and are unable to survive.
Social security pensions, for the el-
derly, for the disabled, and wi-
dows have been frozen at ₹200-
₹300 a month for almost 15 years.
The Government says there is not
enough money to even index
these to in�ation. In contrast, pol-
icymakers have just in the last year
increased their own salaries and
pensions through a DA increase to
28%, and given themselves a bo-
nus of 3% — with just the increase
for one crore central government
employees and pensioners costing
the exchequer more than the total
social security pension budget for
3.3 crore bene�ciaries.

The Prime Minister’s outburst
against “rights” perhaps explains
his lack of support for the imple-
mentation of rights-based laws.
Nevertheless, during the pandem-
ic, even his government had to
turn to the National Food Security
Act (NFSA) and the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
to save millions of Indians from
hunger and premature death. Af-
ter increasing allocations in the
�rst phase of the pandemic, allo-
cations were frozen, and budgets
were slashed in Budget 2021-22.
The Government said it will sup-
plement as and when needed. Ho-

wever, it is clear that supplements
come in an extremely miserly fash-
ion, causing extensive distress,
and in MGNREGA, undermining
the legal guarantee of work on
demand.

During a recent 18-day “Accoun-
tability Yatra” in the State of Rajas-
than, we came across thousands of
cases of needy people not receiv-
ing ₹2 per kilo wheat. The answer
to grievances and appeals �led in
writing is that the portal is closed
and no more entries allowed. The
priority list of households under
the NFSA has been frozen in abso-
lute numbers, based on a percen-
tage determined from the 2011
Census. In the last 11 years, popu-
lation increases amounting to ap-
proximately 10 crore eligible be-
ne�ciaries have been kept out.
Therefore, approximately 12% le-
gally entitled people — even chil-
dren of existing “priority house-
holds” — cannot get subsidised
foodgrain. To use digital codes to
block even the appellate process
mandated by law is a live example
of callous multi-dimensional in-
equality, demonstrating why the
“Inequality Kills” title of the Ox-
fam report is poignant and true. 

Children and education
The pandemic has also produced a
generation of children who have
forgotten what formal education
is. Many teenagers from poor hou-
seholds have already joined the
workforce. In this period, there
has been a 6% cut in the education
Budget. Relying on online teach-
ing, accompanied by Budget cuts,
amounts to the institutionalisation
of endemic multidimensional
poverty.

The list can go on and on. As we
await Union Budget 2022-23, will
this trend be reversed? There will
be much talk among a�uent ana-
lysts cautioning against social sec-
tor expenditure, calling them
“welfare and doles”. Programmes
such as the food security Act will
not receive the quantum of alloca-
tions needed, even though food
grain stocks are more than 90 mil-

lion tons. The People’s Action for
Employment Guarantee (PAEG)
has estimated that approximately
₹2,64,000 crore will be needed to
guarantee 100 days work for cur-
rently active job cards. Even half
that amount is unlikely to be allo-
cated for MGNREGA. Social secur-
ity pensioners will continue to
face hunger, insult, sickness and
death. One would expect that if
nothing else, their millions of
votes in crucial State elections
would fetch these families some
basic rights. But, in polarised elec-
tions, the basic needs of unorgan-
ised and voiceless people are easi-
ly ignored.

Time to generate data
Policymakers will tell us that re-
sources are scarce. Oxfam says the
combined wealth of India’s 142 bil-
lionaires has increased by a mas-
sive ₹30 lakh-crore, in just the pan-
demic period. Jan Sarokar, a
network of more than 30 social
sector movements, has suggested
that a 2% wealth tax, and a 33% in-
heritance tax on the top 1% of our
population will fetch an estimated
₹11 lakh crore per annum, to sup-
port basic social sector entitle-
ments. Suggestions such as this
are already being ridiculed by
market fundamentalists. Which
way will the Government go?

The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
response to most international re-
ports has been to claim �awed
methodology and analysis. It is
time to introspect, generate robust
data, and face the truth. The Bud-
get is a policy that matters to all.
There is, unfortunately, little hope
that this Government will stop this
avalanching slide into a grossly di-
vided society. It is perhaps up to
society to stand up and make sure
that we are true to our constitu-
tional commitment of building a
more just and equal society. That
is our most fundamental duty.

Nikhil Dey and Aruna Roy are social
activists with the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan (MKSS). The views expressed
are personal

Show commitment to equity in the Budget 
The Government needs to stop India’s avalanching slide into a grossly divided society, made worse by the pandemic

Nikhil Dey & Aruna Roy
G.
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While the Philippines
signed a $375 million deal
for BrahMos supersonic
cruise missiles last week to
be operated by the Philip-
pines Marines, there is
another long-pending deal
under discussion for Brah-
Mos missiles for the Philip-
pines Army, which could
see progress in the near fu-
ture, according to defence
and diplomatic sources.

In an ironic situation,
while India has signed its
biggest defence export con-
tract with the Philippines, it
does not have a full-�edged
Defence Attaché (DA) at its
embassy in Manila. The pro-
posal for increasing the
number of DAs at several In-
dian missions abroad, in-
cluding the Philippines, has
been pending for some
time, at least two o�cials in-
dependently said.

“The Marines deal is
done, next will be of the Phi-
lippines Army. The Philip-
pines Army (PA) will push
through with the project,”
two diplomatic sources
stated.

Acquisition of BrahMos
by the PA is programmed in
the Horizon 3 Moderniza-
tion programme of Philip-

pines (Year 2023-2027), one
of the sources stated. This
deal was in the works before
the Philippines Marines,
which is under the Navy, in-
itiated its project but got de-
layed and was held in
abeyance. Philippines De-
fence Secretary Del�n Lo-
renzana had stated in De-
cember 2019 that the PA was
looking to procure two
BrahMos missile batteries.

Earlier, in 2019 the PA
had activated its �rst land-
based missile unit under the
its Army Artillery Regiment
in preparation to induct the
BrahMos. In the absence of
a full-�edged DA at the em-
bassy in Manila, the DA at
the Indian mission in Singa-
pore currently functions as
a non-resident DA to the
Philippines.

It could be inked with Philippines Army
Dinakar Peri
New Delhi

The Philippines had recently
signed a $375 million deal.

Another BrahMos
deal in the pipeline
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;



T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.


