VEDHIK

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
11 - MARCH 2022

FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.
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India, Japan
Army exercise
concludes
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

India-Japan bilateral Army
exercise, Dharma Guardian, concluded at Belgaum on Thursday, while
Australian Army Chief Lt.
Gen. Richard Maxwell
Burr, who is on a four-day
visit to India, witnessed a
firepower demonstration
at the Pokhran firing range.
“Both
contingents
shared their expertise on
exploiting disruptive technologies like drone and anti-drone weapons,” the Army said in a statement on
the exercise.
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EXPLAINER

Can Donbas republics work as a buffer zone?

Is the de facto states model followed for Abkhazia, Transnistria and South Ossetia a possible way out for the Russia-Ukraine conflict?

THE GIST
The three para states,
Abkhazia, South Ossetia,
and Transnistria, recognise
each other and have their
own governments,
parliaments.

B

South Ossetia and
Abkhazia broke away from
Georgia, their parent state.
Transnistria also broke away
from Moldova.

B

However, all three
territories have Russia as
their patron state. They
cannot survive without
Russia’s economic, political,
and military support.

B

Uma Purushothaman

The story so far: Three regions of the
erstwhile Commonwealth of Independent
States, Abkhazia in northwestern Georgia,
Transnistria, a breakaway state in Moldova,
and South Ossetia, also in Georgia, are
territories with internal but not external
sovereignty. One of the solutions to settle the
crisis over Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is for
the Donbas republics of Donestk and
Luhansk to follow this model and exist as de
facto states.
What are the three para states?
“Places that do not exist” is how the BBC has
described territories like Abkhazia, South
Ossetia, and Transnistria. Variously
described as de facto or para states, these
are territories which have internal but not
external sovereignty, i.e., they are not de
jure states and are not recognised by the
global community. However, Abkhazia and
South Ossetia are recognised by Russia and
some of its allies like Syria, Nauru,
Nicaragua, and Venezuela. Transnistria,
however, is not recognised as independent
even by Russia. But these three regions
recognise each other and have their own
governments, parliaments, armed forces,
constitutions, flags, anthems, etc.
How did these de facto states come
about?
While South Ossetia and Abkhazia broke
away from their parent state, Georgia,
Transnistria broke away from Moldova. Both
Abkhazia and South Ossetia had substantial
autonomy during the Soviet period.
Tensions broke out as Georgian nationalism
rose in the late 1980s.
During perestroika, Abkhazia unilaterally
declared independence, leading to a war
with Georgia in 1992-1993, which it won,
allegedly with Russian support. In March
1993, the Abkhazian parliament appealed to
be included in the Russian Federation, but to
no avail. In 1996, Russia and most of the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
members placed embargoes on it for
unilaterally seceding from Georgia. However,
under Russian President Vladimir Putin,
Moscow did not implement the embargo and

withdrew from it in 2008 when it recognised
Abkhazia as an independent state. During
the Russia-Georgia war in 2008 over South
Ossetia, Abkhazia successfully attacked the
last territories of Abkhazia that were still
under Georgian control and took them.
Russia now has an embassy in Sukhumi, the
capital. There are Russian troops in
Abkhazia as per a September 2009 military
cooperation agreement, and Moscow
provides substantial financial assistance.
However, Abkhazia does not completely
abide by Russia’s wishes on policy. For
instance, it does not allow Russians to buy
property for fear of being overwhelmed by
Russians. In 2008, Russia had signed a
bilateral agreement “On Friendship,
Cooperation, and Mutual Support”.
However, when Russia wanted a new treaty
to promote greater cooperation, Abkhazia
insisted on jointly drafting it to preserve its
sovereignty and ensuring that the word
“integration” was dropped from the treaty.
Though Abkhazia needs Russia to survive,
there is not much love for Russia. As Russian
expert Sergei Markedonov says, Abkhazia
cooperates with Russia because of “a
recognised necessity more than from a
romantic ideal”.
South Ossetians declared independence
from Georgia in 1991. This resulted in a war,
leading to a ceasefire brokered by Russia,
leaving South Ossetia divided. Following the
Russia-Georgia war in 2008, the rest of the
territory was captured, and in 2008 Russia
recognised South Ossetia's independence.
South Ossetia is more pro-Russian than
Abkhazia. It planned a referendum favouring
integration with Russia in 2016, but this did
not take place because of Russian
opposition. Unlike the Abkhazians who
insisted on deleting the word “integration”
in their agreement with Russia, the South
Ossetian version retained this word. South
Ossetia is much more integrated with
Russian state structures than Abkhazia is. It
also receives a lot of subsidies from Russia.
Often described as a “remnant of the
Soviet Union”, Transnistria declared
independence like Moldova did soon after
the break-up of the Soviet Union. When
Moldovan troops attempted to take over the
territory in 1990-1992, Transnistria was able

to resist them because of Russian soldiers
based in Transnistria. These troops have
now been largely withdrawn following an
agreement between Russia and Moldova and
what remains is a peacekeeping force of
Moldovan, Transnistrian, and Russian
soldiers. In a referendum held in 2006, over
97% of Transnistrians voted for future
integration with Russia and after the
annexation of Crimea, the government asked
if it could to be absorbed into Russia. Russia
has not welcomed this as it perhaps prefers
to retain these territories as buffer zones.
What are Russia’s relations with them?
All three territories have Russia as their
patron state and cannot survive without
economic, political, and military support
from Moscow. They are seen as client states
of Russia though Abkhazia has shown an
independent streak at times. South Ossetia
and Trinistria are more pro-Russian than
Abkhazia. Their economies and banking

systems are all linked to Russia. Most people
speak Russian, at least as a second language.
They have Russian passports and enjoy
social security benefits from Russia like
pensions. So, obviously, they fall within
Russia’s sphere of influence.
Can they be a model for the Donbass
Republics?
One of the solutions to settle the crisis over
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is for the
Donbass republics to follow the model of
these de facto states. They would get
recognition from Russia, get a security
guarantor and exist as de facto states. Russia
would also benefit from having friendly
territories on its borders, allowing it to
remain the hegemon in the region. The
question is: will Russia be able to subsidise
them given the Western sanctions on it?
(Uma Purushothaman is Assistant
Professor at the Department of International
Relations, Central University of Kerala)
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Ukrainian servicemen
drive off in a Russian
tank they captured
after fighting with
Russian troops.
REUTERS

‘Coal imports from Russia may
be highest in 2 years in March’
‘Russia may offer more competitive rates to Indian buyers’
Reuters
New Delhi

India’s coal imports from
Russia in March could be the
highest in more than two
years, data showed, as Indian buyers continue buying
the fuel from a market that is
now increasingly isolated by
sanctions.
Vessels carrying at least
1.06 million tonnes of coking
coal, mainly used for steelmaking, and thermal coal,
used primarily for electricity
generation, are set to deliver
the fuel at Indian ports in
March, the highest since January 2020, data from consultancy Kpler showed.
Russia, usually India’s
sixth-largest supplier of coking and thermal coal, could

start offering more competitive prices to Chinese and Indian buyers as European
and other customers spurn
Russia because of sanctions,
traders said, adding that the
trade could also be boosted
by a rouble-rupee trading arrangement. About 8,70,000
tonnes of Russian coal have
already been delivered or

are expected to be delivered
at Indian shores until March
20, the highest since April
2020, Indian consultancy
Coalmint said.
The number would be
higher if more coal was loaded at Russian ports since
mid-February, as it typically
takes about a month for Russian vessels to deliver to India, said Aditi Tiwari, coal
market head at Coalmint.
“Indian buyers have taken
a back seat after the... sanctions on Russia. They are
looking out for alternatives.”
But at least three vessels
carrying coal set sail to India
from Russia after its invasion
of Ukraine, according to Refinitiv vessel tracking data
and an industry source.

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IND U

Sugar exports accelerate on
global price rally, weak rupee
‘Export contracts for 5,50,000 tonnes signed in recent days’
Reuters
Mumbai

Indian sugar mills signed
contracts
to
export
5,50,000 tonnes of the
sweetener in recent days, as
surging global prices and a
weak rupee made overseas
sales lucrative, four dealers
told Reuters.
‘Check on prices’
Higher exports from the
world’s second-biggest sugar
producer could check the
rally in global prices, which
have been buoyed by a spike
in crude oil prices and lower
output in top exporter Brazil. The shipments will also
help India reduce its stock-

pile and support the local
prices of the sweetener, crucial in ensuring millions of
cane farmers get government-mandated prices.
“In the past few days,
mills from Maharashtra and
Karnataka were active in the
market,” said Rahil Shaikh,
managing director of MEIR

Commodities India. “They
were getting better realisation from exports than local
sales,” he added.
Indian mills have so far
signed contracts to export
6.4 million tonnes of sugar
in 2021-22, dealers estimated. Out of this, close to 5 million tonnes have already
been shipped.
In the last few days, Indian traders mainly sold raw
sugar to Asian buyers such
as Indonesia and Bangladesh, which were trying to
replenish their inventories
ahead of the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan, said a
Mumbai-based trader with a
global trading firm.
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SC directs Centre to produce
internal files on TV channel
Govt. has refused to renew its broadcast licence on grounds of national security
Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
March 10 ordered the Centre
to produce the “relevant
files” based on which it refused to renew the licence of
Kerala-based Media One TV
channel on the grounds of
“national security and public order”.
A Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud issued formal
notice to the government on
an appeal filed by Madhyamam Broadcasting Limited,
the media company that
runs the channel. The court
listed the case for hearing on
March 15.
The government will on
March 15 have to respond on
the interim relief sought by
the channel to resume its
broadcast. The media company has challenged a Kerala

High Court decision upholding the government’s move
to not renew the licence of
the TV channel.
Senior advocate Dushyant
Dave, advocates Haris Beeran and Pallavi Pratap, for
the channel, said the renewal of licence was “a matter
of right” as it had not faced a
single complaint from the
government in the past 10
years of its existence.

“The government did not
show any details based on
which the decision was
made to revoke my licence.
They just wave the wand of
national security,” Mr. Dave
submitted.
“The government shall
produce relevant files on
which reliance was placed
by the High Court in its judgment,” Justice Chandrachud
observed in the order.
The government’s action
has affected the livelihood of
350 journalists and raised seminal questions of law impinging on the fundamental
right to freedom of speech
and expression as well as the
importance of an independent, free and unbiased
press guaranteed by the
Constitution, Mr. Dave said.
“Security of the state with
regard to the media means

nothing less than endangering the foundations of the
state or threatening its overthrow,” the senior lawyer referred to the law laid down
by the top court in its Romesh Thapar case judgment.
“We have to say something
on this... Let them bring the
files. We will see on March
15,” Justice Chandrachud
responded.
The company noted that
renewal of licence, governed
by clauses nine and 10 of the
uplinking and downlinking
guidelines, does not require
security clearance. Only
fresh applicants for licence
need the mandatory security
clearance. It said it could not
put up an effective reply or
rebut the show cause notice
issued by the government
because hardly any reasons
were given in it.
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Inflation may stay below 6%
even if oil averages $100: Crisil
‘Rising prices remain an elevated risk to growth as consumption still subdued’
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

India’s retail inflation may
average below 6% even if
crude oil prices average $100
a barrel in 2022-23, but rising
prices remain an elevated
risk to growth especially as
private consumption remains subdued, rating firm
Crisil said on Thursday.
Assuming a full passthrough of global crude prices to retail fuel prices in India, Crisil expects average
consumer inflation to be
5.4% if oil prices average $8590 a barrel, and rise to 5.8%
if the mean crude price is at
$100 a barrel through the
next fiscal year.
However, core inflation

No appetite: Private consumption remains the weak link in the
‘nascent and uneven’ recovery, says Crisil. S. SIVA SARAVANAN
*

would remain sticky as firms
would look to pass on higher
input costs to customers,
and services inflation would
catch up following the normalisation of activities, the
rating agency warned.

Crisil retained its growth
estimate for next fiscal at
7.8% despite the UkraineRussia conflict multiplying
existing downside risks such
as interest rate increases in
the U.S. Noting that private

consumption remained the
weak link in India’s ‘nascent
and uneven’ economic recovery from the pandemic,
the agency mooted more fiscal policy support.
“Although private consumption will receive some
support from normalisation
of activity... we believe fiscal
policy may need to be deployed more aggressively
than envisaged in the Union
Budget,” said Crisil chief economist Dharmakirti Joshi.
“This can be done via increasing allocation for employment
generating
schemes, providing subsidy
on food, and cutting duties
on petroleum products,” Mr.
Joshi added.
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What do we know about the newest crater on the moon?
This is the first recorded unintentional case of space junk hitting the moon
Priyali Prakash

The story so far: A leftover piece of a
spacecraft flying through space
reportedly hit the surface of the moon
last Friday, creating a new crater that may
be around 65 feet wide. The piece of
space junk was earlier believed to be a
SpaceX rocket, but was later said to be
the third-stage booster of Chang'e 5-T1 – a
lunar mission launched by the China
National Space Administration in 2014.
China, however, denied responsibility,
saying that the booster in question had
"safely entered the earth's atmosphere
and was completely incinerated", news
agency AFP reported. According to
orbital calculations, the collision took
place on March 4 at 5.55 p.m. IST on the
far side of the moon. The object
reportedly weighs around four tonnes
and was racing towards the moon at a
speed of 9,300 km an hour. The speed,
trajectory, and time of impact were
calculated using earth-based telescope
observations.
How was the object spotted in
space?
American astronomer Bill Gray was the
first to predict the collision. In January
2022, Gray had said that a booster from a
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket was likely to hit
the moon after seven years of floating in
space. Gray later corrected his
prediction, saying that the space junk was

part of a Chinese lunar mission and not
from SpaceX.
Gray runs Project Pluto, a blog that
tracks near-earth objects. Project Pluto
also supplies astronomical software to
amateur and professional astronomers.
Gray is the creator of popular astronomy
software called Guide.
The astronomer explained the process

of ascertaining the date and time of the
collision in a blog post on Project Pluto.
He informed that the object was first
spotted during an asteroid survey in 2015
and was believed to be a part of the Deep
Space Climate Observatory (DSCOVR)
satellite that was launched by SpaceX on
Falcon 9 rocket on February 11, 2015.
Gray continued to track the object, and

after analysing data that came in from
nine different observatories in January
2022, he was able to improve the
accuracy of the object’s trajectory and
give a confident prediction of the date
and time of the object’s collision with the
surface of the moon.
The astronomer has also said that this
is the first recorded unintentional case of
space junk hitting the moon.

How will the impact be confirmed?
NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter
and ISRO’s Chandrayaan-2 orbiter are two
active lunar missions that are capable of
observing the crater and picturing it. The
location of the impact – on the far side of
the moon – has made it difficult for the
crater to be pictured and studied
immediately.

Why did Gray change his prediction
about the identity of the object?
According to Gray, an email from Jon
Giorgini of NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in California made him
retrace the trajectory of DSCOVR, and it
was seen that the SpaceX spacecraft did
not go close to the moon. “It would be a
little strange if the second stage went
right past the moon, while DSCOVR was
in another part of the sky. There's always
some separation, but this was
suspiciously large,” Gray wrote on his
blog. The astronomer then studied the
trajectory of the object backwards, and
discovered a lunar flyby on October 28,
2014. The Chang'e 5-T1 mission was
launched on October 23, 2014, providing
evidence that the object was indeed a
leftover from the same mission.
A team at the University of Arizona
also studied the object and confirmed
that it resembles the Chinese rocket and
not that of SpaceX.

Is the crater permanent?
Both the earth and the moon have been
hit by multiple objects like asteroids
throughout their existence, but craters on
the moon are of a more permanent
nature than those on earth. This is
because of processes like erosion,
tectonics, and volcanism. According to
NASA, these three processes keep the
surface of the earth crater-free and
remove traces of collisions that have
happened in the past. Currently, the
earth has less than 200 known craters
while the moon has thousands.
An absence of atmosphere means
there is no wind system and no weather
on the moon, and hence no cause for
erosion of existing craters. Absence of
tectonics prevents the moon’s surface
from forming new rocks, or causing a
shift in the existing surface patterns,
unlike that on earth. Lastly, absence of
volcanism makes it impossible for craters
to be covered.

THE GIST
A piece of a spacecraft
flying through space
reportedly hit the surface of
the moon last Friday. The
piece is around 65 feet wide

B

The piece of space junk, a
third-stage booster of
Chang’e 5-T1 , a lunar
mission launched by China,
weighs four tonnes and was
moving at a speed of 9,300
km an hour

B

American astronomer Bill
Gray, who runs a blog called
Project Pluto, predicted the
collision by tracking the
object

B
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General Studies Paper I

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

India and its neighbourhood- relations;
Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
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S
T

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

K

Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M
N
O
P
Q

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

I
J

R
S

Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IN D U

T
U
V
W
X

Various forces and their mandate;

A
B

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

C

Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D

Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

E
F
G

Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;

H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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