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FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.
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Beijing-based AIIB puts Russia,
Belarus projects ‘on hold’
‘Adherence to international law lies at core of institution’
Ananth Krishnan
Hong Kong

The Beijing-based Asian Infrastructure
Investment
Bank (AIIB) said on Thursday it was putting on hold
and reviewing all projects in
Russia and Belarus.
The move comes amid
sweeping sanctions and other financial measures aimed
at Russia from a number of
countries over its invasion of
Ukraine.
China is the AIIB’s largest
shareholder with a 26.5%
voting share. India is the second-largest, with 7.5%, followed by Russia, which has a
5.97% voting share. Belarus
is also a member of the
bank, which is headed by
China’s Jin Liqun. Former
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Urjit Patel is a
Vice-President of the bank.
The AIIB said in a statement it “is a multilateral or-

ganisation created by an international treaty, and
adherence to international
law lies at the very core of
our institution.”
“Our bank is actively
monitoring the situation and
assessing its impact on AIIB’s operations and our
members’ economies. We
the management will do our
utmost to safeguard the financial integrity of AIIB,
against the backdrop of the
evolving economic and financial situation. Under
these circumstances, and in
the best interests of the
bank, management has decided that all activities relating to Russia and Belarus are
on hold and under review.”
The bank said it “stands
ready to extend financing
flexibly and quickly and support members who have
been adversely impacted by
the war, directly or indirect-

ly.” “Economic spillover
from commodity price
shocks, financial market volatility may adversely impact
our members’ economic situation. We will work closely
with our partner multilateral
organisations to provide any
needed support expeditiously,” the bank said.
China and India, the
bank’s two biggest shareholders, have abstained from
UN resolutions backed by
the West criticising Russia
for the invasion. Both have
also not backed calls for
sanctions. Earlier this week,
China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi told his Ukrainian
counterpart Dmytro Kuleba
that Beijing was “highly concerned” about the damage
done to civilians and was
prepared to “support all
constructive efforts” to find
a political settlement to the
conflict in Ukraine.

Quad meets
amid tensions
over Ukraine
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and leaders of Japan
and Australia took part in a
suddenly convened “Quad
Summit” hosted by U.S.
President Joseph Biden on
Thursday to announce a
new mechanism for humanitarian assistance in
the Indo-Pacific, and the
impact of the Ukraine crisis on the region.
The meeting came amid
deep divisions within the
Quad grouping, as India
has chosen to abstain from
every vote at the UN and
other organisations that
criticised the Russian attacks on Ukraine in the
past week, while the U.S.,
Japan and Australia have
been calling for a tough
line on Moscow. A U.S.
State Department cable
that appeared in an online
news report on Thursday —
that was subsequently retracted as an “error” — said
India’s abstentions place it
in “Russia’s camp”.
“The Quad leaders discussed the ongoing conflict
and humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine,” a joint statement
from the White House said.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10
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Quad meets amid
tensions over Ukraine
The Quad summit, that
comes after an in-person
meeting of leaders of the
four countries in Washington in September last year,
will be followed by another
in-person summit in Tokyo
“in the coming months”,
the statement said.
Officials said the Quad
meeting was held in order to
present a united front in the
face of the Ukraine crisis,
and to underscore that
Washington’s new focus on
the European conflict would
not take away from the
grouping’s commitment in
the Indo-Pacific region.
However, the leaders differed on the emphasis they
put on the Ukraine crisis in
separate messages.

In a slightly different
take, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said the
Quad discussed the need to
stop the use of force in the
Indo-Pacific region, in a
statement appearing to liken China’s aggression in
the region to Russia’s actions in Ukraine.
The timing of the Quad
meeting was particularly
significant as Mr. Narendra
Modi has held two lengthy
conversations with Russian
President Putin in the past
week.
They discussed the Ukraine crisis and the need for
the safe evacuation of Indian citizens.
(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in Washington)

U.S. ‘spared no effort’ to push India on UN vote
No decision yet on sanctions on India for buying S-400 defence system from Russia
Sriram Lakshman
Washington

The Biden administration
pulled out all the stops to
persuade India to vote with
141 other countries who condemned Russia for attacking
Ukraine, top U.S. diplomat
Donald Lu said.
Mr. Lu was speaking to
members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
which was holding a hearing
on U.S.-India relations on
Wednesday, just after India
abstained from a vote on the
UN General Assembly resolution. “We have spared no
effort to try to convince India both to vote in UN ses-

sions but also to show support for Ukraine at this
critical moment. Those efforts were led by Secretary
Blinken,” Mr. Lu, Assistant
Secretary of State for South
and Central Asia, said.
The Indian Government’s
rationale was that it wanted
to leave open the possibility
of a diplomatic solution and
was concerned about the
welfare of 18,000 students in
Ukraine and working with
both sides to ensure their safety, Mr. Lu said.
Senator Chris Van Hollen
said concern over students’
lives was all the more reason
to condemn Russian action.

At one point, Mr. Young
said that India was trying to
stay on the side of the winners in the Russian-Ukraine
(backed by the West) situation. “I think they’re trying
to pick the winning side.
That may be a bit of the concern of some... in their government, and we need to
demonstrate our firm resolve and unity so that they
understand that we’re not
going away,” he said.
“We’re gonna stand with
the Ukrainian people and
make Vladimir Putin’s life
hell in coming years.”
Mr. Lu was repeatedly
asked if India would be sanc-

tioned for its purchase of the
S-400 Triumf missile defence system from Russia under the U.S.’s Countering
America’s
Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act
(CAATSA) law.
Mr. Lu said the question
was still being considered
and he did not want to prejudge the decisions of President Joe Biden or Secretary
of State Tony Blinken on
whether there would be
sanctions or a waiver. “What
I can say is that India is a
really important security
partner of ours now and that
we value moving forward
that partnership,” he said.
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Not taking sides
India might have to engage more deeply with
the Ukrainian war as the conflict deepens

W

ith a convincing majority of 141 of 193 countries, the UN General Assembly voted on
Wednesday for a resolution that deplored in
the “strongest terms” Russia’s attack on Ukraine and
demanded an immediate withdrawal of Russian troops.
The resolution, which was discussed in a rare special
emergency session and under the rubric of the “Uniting
for Peace” resolution invoked after decades, came as a
result of an aborted resolution at the UN Security Council, which Russia, as a permanent member, had vetoed.
While the UNGA resolution carries little teeth, it does
represent a common stand taken by the international
public commons, with 96 countries signing up as cosponsors of the resolution. Russia rejected the outcome
as a political vote that came of severe “pressure” from
the U.S. and European countries that were the drivers
of the resolution, but it seemed clear that it was isolated
on the global stage. Belarus, Eritrea, North Korea and
Syria voted against the motion, and 35, including India,
abstained. While the resolution also decried the Russian decision to recognise Donetsk and Luhansk as independent states, representatives of member states
made it clear that it was the relentless bombing of Ukrainian cities that they could not turn a blind eye to.
India’s abstention, not a surprise, disappointed many western countries that have been lobbying for a shift
in the Indian position. In the past week, India has abstained from three votes (including two procedural
ones) at the UNSC where it is an elected member, one at
the UN Human Rights Council, and another at the IAEA
on resolutions critical of Russia. In an explanation of
vote (EOV), India’s UN representative said that India is
calling for dialogue, while officials say that India’s abstention has given it room to play a role in diplomacy
with Russia and Ukraine. In a sign of some discomfort
with Russian actions, the EOV also dropped the earlier
references to the “legitimate security interests”, and included language on respecting the “territorial sovereignty” of members. India has also sent humanitarian
aid to Ukraine although its vote of abstention indicates
the Modi government still has many reasons not to vote
against Russia, a strategic and defence partner that has
stood by India. As the conflict continues, and the global
community expresses its disapproval, however, India’s
desire to remain an “abstentionist” power is being
called into question. The Government has also said that
it needs to remain on good terms with both sides as its
primary focus remains the safe exit of Indians from the
conflict zone. While evacuating Indians is an important
priority, it cannot be India’s only focus in this crisis, given its aspirations for global leadership and the oft quoted motto of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”. It may become necessary for India to engage more deeply with
the conflict in Europe, which is now a global concern.

Indian students hostage
in Kharkiv, says Putin
Russia-Ukraine talks on humanitarian corridor for civilians
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

A large number of Indian
students “continue” to remain “hostage” in a train station in Kharkiv, Russian President Vladimir Putin said
on Thursday evening. The
Russian leader’s comments
came hours after India said
that its plans to evacuate nationals from the Ukrainian
city of Kharkiv were disrupted as fighting in the city had
resumed after a brief pause
during Wednesday.
“They are taking hostage
foreign citizens, including
thousands of students who
went to college in Ukraine.
For more than one day at a
train station in Kharkiv,
3,179 Indian citizens were
held prisoner. They are still
there... most of them are still
there including 576 people
in Sumy. Neo Nazis opened
fire at Chinese citizens who
wanted to leave Kharkiv, two
of them were wounded,” Mr.
Putin said during a speech at
the Security Council of Russia. He said “hundreds” of
foreign citizens were being
prevented by the Ukrainian
forces from leaving Kharkiv

Safe landing: Students from Ukraine arriving at the Hindon
airbase near Delhi early on Thursday. R. V. MOORTHY
*

and added, “Basically, they
are taking prisoners.”
Mr. Putin held a telephone conversation with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday evening
during which both discussed
the situation in Kharkiv.
Fighting rages on
The city, which had a large
number of Indian, Chinese
and African students, has
been the focus of international concern as fighting
raged amidst reports that
Russia was in an advantageous position.
Late on Thursday evening, an official from Kyiv in-

formed that Ukraine and
Russia have agreed to create
a humanitarian corridor to
let the foreign nationals exit.
“The second round of
talks is over. Unfortunately,
Ukraine does not have the results it needs yet. There are
decisions only on the organisation of humanitarian corridors,” Ukrainian presidential
adviser Mykhailo Podolyak
said in a social media post
following the talks. Foreign
students can be evacuated if
this agreement is implemented on the ground.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10
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Indian students hostage
in Kharkiv, says Putin
The government on Thursday said its plans to evacuate nationals from the conflict-hit Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv was disrupted as
fighting in the city resumed
after a brief pause during
Wednesday. An official of
the Ministry of External Affairs said a large number of
Indian students previously
stranded in the city managed to reach nearby points
of evacuation after an “urgent advisory” from the Embassy of India but the rest of
the students are yet to be
moved.
New Delhi promised to
step up the operation to
evacuate its citizens from
the northeast region of Ukraine that is under attack

and bombardment by the
Russian military forces.
“Yesterday in Kharkiv, we
issued an advisory for all Indians to leave the city by 6
p.m. local time. Pursuant to
this a large number of students left and are currently
in the nearby city of Pisochyn. We are currently looking at transportation options to move them from
there to western or southern Ukraine depending on
whatever transportation options work out,” said Arindam Bagchi official spokesperson of the Ministry of
External Affairs. It is understood that the Indians were
asked to leave during an undeclared pause in the live
conflict situation in Kharkiv.

More convergence in ties: U.S. official
At Senate panel hearing, Donald Lu expresses concern over J&K, rights abuses
Sriram Lakshman

The new Assistant Secretary
for South and Central Asia,
Donald Lu, testified before
the Senate Foreign Affairs
Committee on Wednesday,
on a wide range of aspects of
the India-U.S. relationship.
In over an hour, Mr. Lu discussed India’s relationship
not just with the U.S., but also Russia, China and its Indo-Pacific neighbourhood.
He said there was “growing
convergence” in the relationship, while also expressing
concerns over human rights
in India.
Mr. Lu, who was the Deputy Chief of Mission in New
Delhi between 2010 and
2013, said the relationship
was one of the defining partnerships that would determine the security of Asia,
the U.S. and the world.
“As the world’s largest democracy, India has a vibrant
civil society, a free media
and independent judicial
system. However, we are
concerned about human
rights challenges, including
the lack of State Assembly

elections in Jammu and
Kashmir and reports of ongoing human rights abuses,”
Mr. Lu said.
Minorities’ problems
“Similarly, across the country, we are closely monitoring reports of discrimination
against Muslim communities
and other religious minority
groups as well as limits on
free speech and NGOs. It is
critical that India’s partners
speak up when we witness
troubling events, but we also
support India’s democratic
institutions which are the
country’s
key
defence
against the erosion of human
rights,” he said during his
opening remarks.
On the security partnership, Mr. Lu pushed back

against the notion that the
security aspect of the Quad
had been diluted relative to
Trump administration days.
His characterisations of the
security aspect of both the
bilateral partnership and the
Quad had a clear “countering China” element to them.
Ted Cruz, a Senate Republican, asked Mr. Lu why
“countering Communist China” had been de-prioritised
in the Quad context. (while
issues like climate change
had been amped up).
Mr. Lu said that in every
Quad session in Melbourne
last month there was discussion on “countering China”.
Mr. Lu was asked how India could be helpful in deterring adverse Chinese action
on Taiwan. He said the U.S.

was helping India with its
own border issue with China
and was following the border talks.
In terms of security for
Taiwan, he made references
to Quad countries providing
security in the region.
“And the Malabar exercises have not only the United
States [and] India, it now has
Japan and Australia, participating annually in a major
naval exercise that must
have the Chinese going crazy
and I believe we’re going to
see more of that going forward, particularly with
what’s happening with Ukraine,” he said.
Elections in Kashmir
On Kashmir, Mr. Lu said
there was “troubling remaining work” and Assembly
elections had not been held
and prominent journalists
were detained.
“We believe all Kashmiris
deserve the right to live in
dignity and enjoy the protection accorded to them by the
Indian Constitution,” he
said.
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Care informed by data
India must pursue schemes for rehabilitation
of children orphaned by the pandemic

N

umbers can often be hustled to tell many tales;
but it is the story that is picked on the basis of
the desire to do what is morally right that sets
the course for meaningful action. The recent Lancet estimates of COVID-19-associated orphanhood, which put
the number at over 19 lakh children orphaned as a result of COVID-19, has raised India’s hackles. The Lancet
study generated numbers based on modelling, and therefore only estimates and not actual numbers are available. Globally, it estimated that 52 lakh children had
been rendered orphans by the pandemic. The study, in
its original period, March 1, 2020 to April 30, 2021 was
revised, with updates based on excess mortality and
fertility data used to model increases in estimates of COVID-19- associated orphanhood between May 1 and October 31, 2021 for 21 countries. Orphanhood was defined as the death of one or both parents; or the death
of one or both custodial grandparents. The authors
claimed their findings showed that numbers of children
orphaned by COVID-19 had almost doubled in six
months compared with the data after the first 14
months of the pandemic. India has objected strongly to
the estimate of 19 lakh, terming it as “sophisticated
trickery intended to create panic among citizens”. As
per data collected by the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights and collated on the Bal Swaraj
portal, the number of children orphaned during COVID-19 in India was far lower, at 1.53 lakh.
While the study does include revised estimates for all
the nations, the message that it seeks to convey is the
absolute urgency with which governments must incorporate childcare into any COVID-19 management programme. The state should proactively draw such children into the umbrella of care to save them from
numerous adversities — poverty, violence, destitution,
and lack of access to education and health care. The Indian government, to its credit, announced a grand plan
of support for children forced into orphanhood by COVID-19. Many States announced rehabilitation plans, including provisions for adoption, foster care, education
and health care; some admittedly more progressive
than others, but the momentum was certainly built up
in the country. It is time to update the status of such
programmes, and information on the number of cases
where intervention has occurred, and where it is pending, must be put out in the public realm. Well begun is
half done, but the Centre and the States must expand
efforts. The Government would do well to allow interventions for children to be informed by a ‘whole-life”
care paradigm, and fresh data from time to time, especially in a pandemic that is not only rapidly evolving,
but by all accounts, is nowhere near ending.
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‘Relief for crisis-hit exporters on anvil’
‘Guarantees of lenders’ letters of credit, soft loans are options for the Centre’
Reuters
New Delhi / Mumbai

India is considering guarantees of lenders’ letters of credit and soft loans for exporters hit by a cash squeeze
following Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine and Western
sanctions imposed on Moscow, two people familiar
with the matter told Reuters.
Indian banks are scrambling after bills for imports
from Russia have started
bouncing and payments for
exports have been stuck.

One at a time: Easing the pain of exporters is priority; import
resolution may take some time, says an official. K.R. DEEPAK
*

‘Owed $500 million’
A government official, who
declined to be named because the discussions were
not public, said exporters
are owed about $500 million
from Russia and the government may guarantee banks’
letters of credit or loans to
help ease the crunch. “Let-

ters of credit is the most likely option,” the official said.
A senior banker familiar
with the developments said
“letter of credit or some
form of bank guarantees can
be given, so that trade settlement is not hampered. We
are looking into it”.

The Finance Ministry and
Reserve Bank of India did
not immediately reply to requests for comment.
Cheap loans
The government is also looking at having state-owned
banks lend to exporters at

reduced rates or provide
funds to them directly up to
the amount of pending payments from Russia and Ukraine. The official said the
decisions could be taken in a
couple of weeks.
The banking source said
the central bank could then
follow up and “find solutions
to how bilateral trades can
be settled.”
India exported $3.33 billion worth of goods to Russia
in 2021, mainly pharmaceutical products, tea and coffee,
while imports totalled $6.9
billion, including defence
goods, mineral resources,
fertilizers, metals and precious stones.
“We will first look to ease
the pain of Indian exporters.
Import settlement issue resolution could take some
time,” the government official added.

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IND U

‘Trade deficit seen high, to widen CAD’
Nomura sees oil price surge, gold demand swell import bill; conflict may broaden current account gap
(non oil, gold and gems and
jewellery) rose by only 1.9%,”
they pointed out.

Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

India’s trade deficit, which
shot back up to $21.2 billion
in February, is expected to
stay elevated in the coming
months and the current account deficit could widen to
2.6% of GDP in 2022-23, from
1.7% this year, Nomura said
in a report on Thursday.
“The surge in oil prices,
amid a pickup in domestic
demand, will significantly
enhance India’s import bill,
aided by the broader rise in
commodities and fertilizers
and an anticipation that gold
imports will remain high as
investors look to hedge
against market volatility and
inflation,” the Japanese financial services group said.
The situation is ‘especially
aggravated by the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine
conflict’,

Slippery slope: Nomura assumes average oil price of $86.6 a
barrel; if prices stay high, deficit will be wider. MANJUNATH H.S.
*

Nomura economists Sonal
Varma and Aurodeep Nandi
noted, adding that there
were ‘marginal downside
risks to exports due to weaker demand from Russia and
potentially from global spil-

lover effects’.
“Oil drove much of the widening of the trade deficit in
February [as] imports rose
by nearly 43% month- onmonth, after a 31% decline in
January, while core imports

‘Risks skew wider’
“We expect the current account deficit to widen to
2.6% of GDP in 2022-23 from
1.7% of GDP in 2021-22, assuming oil prices average
$86.6 a barrel; so, if oil prices
sustain at current high levels, then risks are skewed
towards a much wider deficit,” the economists said.
Brent crude oil prices had
touched $120 a barrel by
Thursday. The Union Budget
for 2022-23 had assumed an
average oil price of $75 a barrel. The trade deficit had
shrunk to $17.9 billion in January after hitting a record
high of $22.9 billion in November 2021 and averaging
$21.7 billion between Sep-

tember and December.
A 10% rise in global oil
prices would widen India’s
current account deficit by
0.3% of GDP, the economists
estimated.
“Given the lag between
spot oil prices and the signing of new oil contracts, we
should see the full effect of
the current rise in oil prices
in the April/May trade data,”
they observed.
Russia accounts for just
0.8% of India’s exports but
risks to export demand
would increase if the slowdown in Russia’s economy
has ripple effects.
Pharmaceutical products,
telecom instruments, iron &
steel and marine products
comprise the bulk of India’s
exports to the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) region.

Nod for defence acquisition procedure
It involves making
communication
gear, light tanks
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

The Defence Ministry has Accorded In–Principle (AIP) approval to four projects under
Make–I, government funded,
and five under Make-II, industry–funded, categories of
Defence Acquisition Procedure 2020 which includes
development of a light tank
for the Army and communication equipment for the Indian Air Force.
“The industry will be provided financial support for
prototype development of
these projects,” the Ministry
said on Thursday.
The projects which were

accorded the AIP by the Collegiate Committee of the
MoD include IAF Communication Equipment with Indian security protocols (routers, switches, encryptors,
VoIP phones and their software), airborne electro-optical pod with ground-based
system, airborne stand-off
jammer and light tank for
the Army.
This is for the first time
since the launch of the industry-friendly DAP-2020
that the Indian industry has
been involved in development of big-ticket platforms
such as light tank and communication equipment with
Indian security protocols, it
said.
The AIP has also been accorded to the following five
projects under industry–

funded Make-II procedure
which include full motion
simulator for Apache and
Chinook helicopters and
wearable robotic equipment
for aircraft maintenance for
the IAF.
The Army’s projects include integrated surveillance
and targeting system for mechanised forces and autonomous combat vehicle. Projects
under
‘Make-II’
category involve prototype
development of equipment,
system, platform or their upgrades or their sub-systems,
sub-assembly, assemblies
and components primarily
for import substitution and
innovative solutions, for
which no government funding will be provided for prototype development, the Ministry said.
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General Studies Paper I

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

India and its neighbourhood- relations;
Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

K

Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M
N
O
P
Q

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

I
J

R
S

Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T
U
V
W
X

Various forces and their mandate;

A
B

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;
Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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