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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Steps are being taken to
translate and publish hun-
dreds of original Buddhist
manuscripts from Nalanda
and Vikramshila, a Bihar
State Minister has said. The
manuscripts were saved
from being burnt in the 12th
and 13th centuries by Bakhti-
yar Khilji’s Army and later
brought back to India from
Tibet by traveller, freedom
�ghter and monk Rahul
Sankrityayan.

Bihar Art and Culture Mi-
nister Alok Ranjan informed
the Assembly on Thursday
that the process has been
started by the Central Insti-
tute of Higher Tibetan Stu-
dies (CIHTS) at Sarnath.

The State government has

signed an MoU with CIHTS
for the translation and publi-
cation of original Buddhist
manuscripts that were saved
during the burning of two
great ancient universities of
Nalanda and Vikramshila
and taken to Tibet.

“The valuable manu-
scripts were brought back to
India by Sankrityayan and
are now housed in Patna Mu-
seum. The work to translate
the manuscripts to Hindi
and publish them is expect-
ed to be completed in �ve
years,” he said.

The manuscripts were
written in Sanskrit by scho-
lars of the two universities
between the seventh and
12th centuries AD.

Ajit Kumar Singh, CPI
(ML) MLA from Dumraon,
had raised the issue de-
manding that the State go-
vernment preserve the origi-
nal Buddhist manuscripts.
He said a memorial dedicat-
ed to shehnai player Ustad
Bismillah Khan should be
built in Dumraon.

‘Original manuscripts from
Nalanda to be translated’
They are now housed in the Patna Museum: Bihar Minister 
Press Trust of India
Patna

A photo of palm leaf
Buddhist manuscript.
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Iran is ready to meet India’s
energy security needs, its
Ambassador to India, Ali
Chegeni, was quoted as say-
ing on Friday, as negotia-
tions continue between the
world powers and Tehran on
the lifting of sanctions
against the OPEC member.

Iran used to be the second
largest oil supplier to India
but New Delhi had to halt im-
ports from Tehran after
former U.S. President Do-
nald Trump withdrew from
the nuclear deal with Iran
and re-imposed sanctions on
its oil exports.

“Rupee-rial trade me-
chanism can help compa-
nies from both the countries

to deal with each other di-
rectly and avoid third party
intermediation costs,” Mr.
Ali Chegeni was quoted as

saying by the Indian facilita-
tion body MVIRDC World
Trade Centre. India, the
world’s third biggest oil im-

porter and consumer, covers
over 80% of its crude oil
needs with imports.

India and Iran had de-
vised a barter-like mechan-
ism to settle trade where In-
dian re�ners were paying for
the Iranian oil in rupees to a
local bank and the funds
were used by Tehran to pay
for imports from India.

Due to sanctions, the In-
dia-Iran trade declined
sharply from $17 billion in
the �scal year to March 2019
to less than $2 billion in
April-January, the �rst 10
months of this �scal year. 

Mr. Chegeni said, “If both
countries launch rupee-rial
trade mechanisms, the bilat-
eral trade could grow to $30
billion”.

Iran ready to meet India’s
energy security needs: envoy
He says both countries should launch trade mechanisms using their currencies
Reuters
NEW DELHI

India, the world’s third biggest oil importer and consumer,
covers over 80% of its crude oil needs with imports. * V RAJU
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The UN Security Council’s decision to authorise a
new mandate for the organisation in Afghanistan
is the most emphatic step taken by the world bo-

dy in tackling the myriad problems the country has
been facing ever since the Taliban takeover. According
to the UNSC resolution, which was adopted by a vote of
14-0, with Russia abstaining, the UN mission in Afghan-
istan is authorised to promote gender equality, the em-
powerment of women and girls, human rights and an
inclusive and representative government. There is no
direct reference to the Taliban, but it urges the mission
to work in “close consultation with all relevant political
actors and stakeholders....” The Taliban have called for
international help but shown no signs of sharing power
or respecting the basic rights of Afghans. In the 1990s,
the Taliban had barred girls and women from educa-
tion and work and taken a hostile approach towards
ethnic and religious minorities. The Sunni fundamen-
talist group formed a men-only, Pashtun-dominated go-
vernment that only reluctantly allowed girls to go to ele-
mentary schools; older girls are still denied education.
And barring some sectors such as health care and edu-
cation, Afghanistan’s vast number of working women
are not allowed to go to their workplaces.

But the Taliban’s fundamentalism and their lack of
legitimacy should not prevent the international com-
munity from working to ameliorate the su�ering of the
Afghan people. The country is going through one of its
worst humanitarian crises. Before the Taliban takeover,
two-thirds of the Afghan government’s expenditure
came through donations. As no country has recognised
the Taliban as the legitimate rulers of Afghanistan,
these donations have dried up since August. The U.S.’s
decision to freeze $9 billion in assets belonging to the
Afghan central bank has deepened the crisis. Even go-
vernment employees have not been paid their salaries
for months. Only 2% of Afghanistan’s 38 million people
have enough food, according to the World Food Pro-
gramme. Its economy is expected to contract by 30%
this year and nearly every Afghan citizen could be living
in poverty by mid-2022, according to the UN. The inter-
national community is reluctant to step in over fears
that the Taliban would use the aid to consolidate their
power and resist further demands for reforms. But the
international community cannot just look away when
Afghans face mass starvation. With the fresh mandate,
which got the support of almost all the major powers,
the UN mission should start engaging the Taliban. This
does not mean that the member countries should o�er
quick recognition to the Taliban regime. They should
o�er humanitarian assistance to the Afghans in consul-
tations with the Mullahs, while at the same time putting
pressure on them to accept at least short-term reforms
and take measures to respect basic human rights.

Helping Afghanistan 
The world must save Afghans from poverty

and also end the Taliban’s oppression
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India is justi�ed in its right to
go ahead with the purchase
of Russian energy after the
U.S. urged the country to
stop buying Russian oil and
gas, o�cials say. 

An informed source said
India’s energy sector was de-
pendent on large imports
and that the issue should not
be “politicised”. “Countries
with oil self-su�ciency or
those importing themselves
from Russia cannot credibly

advocate restrictive trading,”
said the source, indirectly
responding to the growing
Western pressure. 

The Hindu had reported
that India’s energy majors
had moved ahead with pur-
chasing oil and gas from Rus-

sia at a “discount.” 
White House spokesper-

son Jen Psaki had hinted that
purchasing energy from Rus-
sia amounted to “support for
the Russian leadership”.

‘India has the right to buy Russian oil’ 
Kallol Bhattacherjee
New Delhi
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past, relating to Iran and Ve-
nezuela, had forced India to
opt for alternative sources
of energy, which came “at a
higher cost,” said the
source.

The politics around ener-
gy has been a subtext to the
Ukraine crisis that exploded
on February 24 with the
“special military operation”
by the Russian forces. Soon,
thereafter, Germany halted
the Nord Stream 2 — a 1,230-
km-long gas pipeline — that
would have dramatically in-
creased availability of Rus-
sian gas in Germany.

In this backdrop, compa-
nies with high exposure to
the U.S. market cancelled
orders for Russian crude
and gas. This, however,
freed up a large amount of
Russian energy, which Mos-
cow is making available to
potential buyers at a re-
duced price. The source
said the push to acquire
Russian oil and gas was part
of “competitive sourcing.”

‘Carve outs’
The Indian side has pointed
out that the sanctions
against Russia have been
tough as they targeted Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and his
top o�cials but despite such
intensity it has “carve outs”
for buyers of Russian ener-
gy, which will bene�t West-
ern powers.

The Russian banks that
are the key conduits for pay-
ment for energy business al-
so continue to remain part
of the SWIFT payment gate-
way. 

Following the invasion of
Ukraine, Russia was partial-
ly banned from SWIFT.
French Finance Minister
Bruno Le Maire had de-
scribed the measure as a “�-
nancial nuclear weapon”.

The assertion of India’s posi-
tion came as international
demand increased on India
to stop buying Russian ener-
gy. The issue is expected to
feature in talks during Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida’s March 19-20 visit
for the 14th India-Japan
summit. 

In a statement issued on
Friday, Australian Prime Mi-
nister Scott Morrison said,
Ukraine will be in the agen-
da during his virtual meet-
ing with Prime Minister Mo-
di on March 21. The issue is
also expected to arise dur-
ing the visit of British Fo-
reign Secretary Liz Truss
which is likely later this
month. All the three coun-
tries — Australia, Japan and
the U.K. — have imposed
sanctions on Russia.

The Indian side argued
that a large number of West-
ern and European coun-
tries, in particular, were
purchasing energy from
Russia even though Moscow
was carrying out an aggres-
sive military operation
across Ukraine.

Among the top buyers of
Russian oil and gas are Ger-
many, Italy, France, and the
Netherlands. The source
pointed out that apart from
the major countries of Eu-
rope, even frontline states
such as Poland, Lithuania,
Romania and Finland were
importing vast quantities of
Russian crude oil.

Pressure increases
The pressure on India to
stop purchase of Russian oil
and gas has increased in the
backdrop of intensifying at-
tacks on Ukraine. On Friday,
Russia carried out an attack
on the airport of Lviv, near
the Polish border. Similar
geopolitical crises in the

‘India has the right to
buy Russian oil’
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Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

The Ukrainian President, Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky, is report-
ed to have said in an inter-

view very recently to the German
paper, Bild, that he is prepared not
to insist on his country’s North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
membership; one report quoted
him as saying that he will not ask
for membership on bended knees.
Further, he said, in the Bild inter-
view, that he is ready to discuss the
status of the eastern region of Don-
bas. He added that he will do so
only in a meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

Unsurprisingly, this construc-
tive rethink on the part of Mr. Ze-
lensky has not received the atten-
tion it deserves. There was some
mention of it in the Indian media
but hardly any in the United
States. Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov referred to it in his
press conference in Turkey a few
days ago, describing it as provid-
ing some ground for optimism.
However, nothing has come out of
it so far. 

Coming up short
Several questions arise. Why did
Mr. Zelensky not take such a rea-
sonable stance before the war
started? Did he think that Mr. Pu-
tin would not attack since Mr. Pu-
tin had said he would not? But U.S.
President Joe Biden had been
warning him repeatedly about the
invasion. Why did all those west-
ern mediators — President Emma-

nuel Macron of France and Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz of Germany —
not try to build on Mr. Zelensky’s
o�er? Why does Mr. Biden not pro-
nounce himself on this matter?
And why does Mr. Putin not seize
upon it and agree to meet Mr. Ze-
lensky? For him, is winning the
war and installing a new regime
more important than saving lives
of people, both Ukrainians and
Russians? He wants, justi�ably, to
create conditions whereby Russia
will feel secure against further NA-
TO advance eastward. Mr. Zelen-
sky seems ready to o�er him that
security at least in principle. 

Putin loses
The fact of the matter is that each
of these players has an agenda of
their own. For Mr. Putin, he seems
determined to teach Mr. Zelensky
a lesson, to remove him from of-
�ce and to install a ‘friendly’ re-
gime in Kyiv. If the occupation of
Ukraine is the only way to achieve
that objective, so be it, whatever
the cost and however long it might
take. Does he want to recreate the
‘Soviet’ empire, as alleged by
some? Nobody knows what is in
his mind. Even if Mr. Putin wins,
he loses. A country crushed by
Russian might could remain hos-
tile to Russia. Resistance in some
form will continue, instigated,
abetted and aided by the West,
making the life of the occupiers ex-
tremely di�cult. Mr. Putin’s pur-
ported objective of ensuring the
security of his country will not be
achieved. 

In these circumstances, it is
conceivable that Mr. Putin might
be overthrown in a palace or
Kremlin coup. His close buddies
are his buddies because they de-
rive concrete bene�ts from their
proximity to the boss. They would

not take kindly to losing all the
lucre that they have gained over
the years. 

The West wants the same thing
in Russia as in China. They want
these nations to become capitalist
democracies. In the case of China,
this objective will take a long time,
if ever, to materialise. But in Rus-
sia, it seems tantalisingly achieva-
ble. 

If the war in Ukraine drags on
for a long time, it will suit the
West, just as prolonged American
entanglement in Afghanistan suit-
ed China and Russia. The Ukrai-
nian misadventure will cost Mr.
Putin dearly, internationally for
sure, but also domestically. After
all, the Russians regard the Ukrai-
nians as kith and kin. Many of
them have intermarried with Uk-
rainians and have families there.
When body bags start arriving in
Russia in increasing numbers,
mothers and sisters will stage de-
monstrations that no amount of
state repression will be able to
contain. A large number of prot-
ests are taking place across the
Russian federation, and many are
being arrested. It is entirely con-
ceivable that Mr. Putin may not
survive, at least politically, for
long. 

Mr. Zelensky could, and should,
have shown more statesmanship
before Russia invaded his country.
He surely had a good idea about

Mr. Putin’s determination to do all
he could to achieve his goal of pre-
venting NATO coming even closer
to his doorstep. He should have
agreed to implement the Minsk ac-
cords because he knew that NATO
membership was not within reach
for a very long time, if ever. Now,
the situation has reached a point
where the U.S. will not facilitate an
early end to the war; the total si-
lence on the Ukraine President’s
laudable initiative is testimony to
that. 

Mr. Zelensky has emerged as a
great war hero; it is not di�cult to
arouse the spirit of nationalism
and mobilise the population in a
war e�ort. He has done a most ad-
mirable job of winning the hearts
and the minds of people as well as,
importantly, of policy makers
around the world. His (virtual)
speech to the U.S. Congress has
won him some support too.

China’s stakes, India’s stand
Could China emerge as a valid me-
diator? How far and for how long
will China go on to defend Mr. Pu-
tin? It has enormous economic
and technological stakes in the
West. China’s trade with Russia is
less than a tenth of its trade with
the EU and the U.S. combined. But
it also does not want Russia to col-
lapse into chaos or democracy.
China does not want to ‘lose’ Rus-
sia. It is good for China to have
another authoritarian regime next
door. A big functioning democracy
on both sides will be intolerable
for China. Its statements, already
strong, will become more critical
of Russia’s actions in Ukraine in fu-
ture. China will de�nitely wish the
war to end soon and endeavour to
make that happen. 

India has done well so far diplo-
matically. Its leaders should take

public note of Mr. Zelensky’s out-
reach and support it fully. India’s
abstention from several votes at
the United Nations was justi�ed on
the ground of national interest.
New Delhi’s relations with Ameri-
ca have never been better. With
Russia, it has a deep defence rela-
tionship and has also acquired a
strong interest in the Russian oil
industry over the past few years.
However, India’s statements in ex-
planation of the votes should be
more forthright in expressing its
disapproval about the conduct of
the war. It should strongly deplore
the indiscriminate bombardment
that is causing a large number of
civilian casualties and infrastruc-
ture damage in Ukraine. The
threat of the use of nuclear wea-
pons is irresponsible even though
it may be only a threat. In the heat
of war, anything can happen. All
such loose talk about weapons of
mass destruction ought to be �rm-
ly denounced. It is true that the
global community is being bom-
barded, nonstop, by western pro-
paganda. We will never have the
whole picture. Nevertheless, we
cannot dismiss all reports as false
propaganda. We may not be get-
ting the whole truth, but what we
are getting is not necessarily un-
truth. 

We should not rule out, for all
time, voting a�rmatively on reso-
lutions on the Ukraine situation. It
has long been our position that the
victim of aggression and the ag-
gressor cannot be equated. If de-
sirable, India may not name Russia
in its statements, but India cannot
maintain a silence on the terrible
su�erings of the Ukrainian people.

Chinmaya R. Gharekhan is former
Permanent Representative of India to the
United Nations

India must spotlight Kyiv’s faint o�ering of hope 
New Delhi should note President Zelensky’s constructive rethink and also drop its silence on Ukraine’s su�ering 

AF
P 
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In 2020, a key question that the pandemic posed was
whether nations would act in solidarity and priori-
tise equity for the larger good over narrow self-inter-

est. The experience in 2021 was that rich countries
overwhelmingly chose self-interest — with several de-
ciding to �rst inoculate their populations multiple times
over rather than ensure poorer nations have at least a
�rst round. It was amid this turmoil that India and
South Africa had proposed at the WTO that all patent
rights for COVID-19 vaccines, drugs and diagnostics be
temporarily suspended to ensure smooth manufacture
and distribution. While not surprising, given the histo-
ry of wrangling over IP rights at the WTO, much of Eu-
rope and the U.S. were against any such reprieve, argu-
ing that patent rights ensured better product quality
and how many countries lacked the know-how and fa-
cilities; over 100 countries, including the U.S., support
such a waiver now. The EU appears to be signalling
truce, proposing that intellectual property rights held
by international pharma companies on COVID-19 vac-
cines be relaxed for up to �ve years. This reprieve will
however not apply to COVID-drugs and diagnostic dev-
ices. The waiver also allows pharma companies in deve-
loping countries to make and, further down, export
vaccines without explicit permission from the patent
holders, says a version of the negotiating text. 

While on the surface it signals equity, the proposal
does not go far. Along with western European nations
and the U.S., several Indian companies are now makers
of COVID-19 vaccines that feed domestic needs and are
available for export. They have achieved this through
technology licensing arrangements with the U.S. and el-
sewhere. International facilities such as COVAX are now
dealing with a problem of surplus vaccines and India
too has begun expanding the drive to vaccinate younger
populations. Therefore, vaccines, really, are not the
challenge they were two years ago. A waiver of IP rights
means little unless companies also share their ‘trade se-
crets’, and nothing in the current agreement hints at
whether such sharing will be facilitated. Several coun-
tries, including India, already have ‘compulsory licens-
ing’ arrangements wherein the government can revoke
existing patents to enable drug manufacturing. Newer
vaccine and drug manufacturing platforms have risen,
bringing in their own complexities, and drug manufac-
turing companies have opted to enter into international
collaborations rather than use forums such as the WTO
to �ght inequity. The Indian government must be more
vocal about facilitating access to drugs and diagnostics
and continue to champion the cause of developing
countries. It must also strongly oppose moves to hinder
the �ow of ingredients necessary to manufacture them.

Too little, too late 
India must oppose moves to hinder the �ow

of ingredients for manufacturing vaccines 
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Australia’s Great Barrier
Reef is su�ering widespread
and severe coral bleaching
due to high ocean tempera-
tures two years after a mass
bleaching event, a govern-
ment agency said on Friday.

The report by the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Author-
ity, which manages the
world’s largest coral reef
ecosystem, comes three
days before a United Nations
delegation is due to assess
whether the reef ’s World
Heritage listing should be
downgraded due to the rav-
ages of climate change.

“Weather patterns over
the next few weeks will be
critical in determining the
overall extent and severity
of coral bleaching across the
Marine Park,” the authority
said.

“Bleaching has been de-
tected across the Marine
Park — it is widespread but
variable, across multiple re-
gions, ranging in impact
from minor to severe,” the
authority added.

The reef has su�ered sig-
ni�cantly from coral bleach-
ing caused by unusually
warm ocean temperatures
in 2016, 2017 and 2020. The
previous bleaching dam-
aged two-thirds of the coral.

The environmental group
Greenpeace said the severe
and widespread coral

bleaching su�ered during a
La Niña weather pattern
that is associated with cool-
er Paci�c Ocean tempera-
tures was evidence of the
Australian government’s fai-
lure to protect the coral
from the impacts of climate
change.

“This is a sure sign that
climate change caused by
burning coal, oil and gas is
threatening the very exis-
tence of our reef,” Green-
peace Australia Paci�c Cli-
mate Impacts Campaigner
Martin Zavan said in a
statement.

In July last year, Australia
garnered enough interna-
tional support to defer an at-
tempt by UNESCO, the Unit-
ed Nations’ cultural
organisation, to downgrade
the reef ’s World Heritage
status to “in danger“ be-
cause of damage caused by
climate change.

Great Barrier Reef su�ers
severe coral bleaching
UN set to reconsider its heritage status
Associated Press
CANBERRA

The phenomenon has been
recorded two years after a
mass bleaching event.
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At least 100 vultures — all Hi-
malayan gri�ons — died of
suspected poisoning in
Assam.

State Forest Department
o�cials said the carcasses
were found on a paddy �eld
in the Chhaygaon area of
Kamrup district, about 45
km west of Guwahati. 

The area is close to a vil-
lage where at least 10 endan-
gered vultures died after
feeding on a pesticide-laced
cattle carcass in February
2020.

“We rushed to the spot af-
ter receiving information. No
fewer than 100 vultures had
died by then. We managed to
save 12 vultures and a steppe
eagle, also a scavenger,” Sa-
chin Ranade of the Vulture
Conservation Breeding

Centre at Rani, near Guwa-
hati, told The Hindu.

Poisoned carcass
Dimpi Bora, Divisional For-
est O�cer, said some bones
of a goat were found near the
carcasses of the vultures.
“We suspect the vultures

died after feeding on the poi-
soned carcass of the goat,
but the cause of death can be
ascertained after an autopsy
report,” she said.

“It is high time the police
investigated and punished
the culprits behind such cas-
es of poisoning. This has
been happening for the past
12-15 years but no action is
taken either by the police or
the Forest Department,” wil-
dlife activist Moloy Baruah
said. 

A fortnight ago, more than
30 vultures were found dead
after feeding on a poisoned
carcass of a cow in Dibru-
garh district of eastern As-
sam. O�cials found some
villagers had poisoned the
carcass to get rid of stray
dogs. 

In February 2021, four Hi-
malayan gri�ons were found

dead in the Dhakuakhana
area of Lakhimpur district.
The carcasses were found
near a dead cow. 

Steep decline
In January that year, poi-
soned carcasses of two cows
claimed the lives of 23 vul-
tures in the Dhola area of
Tinsukia district in eastern
Assam. These vultures be-
longed to the oriental white-
backed and slender-billed
species.

A study by the Bombay
Natural History Society and
other organisations in the
1990s found that the popula-
tion of the Gyps group — Hi-
malayan gri�on, white-
backed and slender-billed
are among its members — in
India and Nepal declined
from about 40 million by
99.9% in just two decades. 

Suspected poisoning kills 100 vultures
Experts at the conservation centre save 12 Himalayan gri�ons and a steppe eagle

A study found that the
population of Himalayan
gri�on declined by 99.9%.

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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