


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday inspected
29 stolen antiquities dating
as far back as 9th century
that were brought back to In-
dia from Australia about a
week ago. 

Mr. Modi thanked his Aus-
tralian counterpart Scott
Morrison for the return of
the antiquities, while speak-
ing at the second India-Aus-
tralia virtual summit on
Monday. 

He said the antiquities
had been taken illegally
from Rajasthan, West Ben-
gal, Gujarat, Himachal Pra-
desh and other States. 

Divided into 6 categories
According to Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) o�-
cials, the antiquities would
be sent back to the States
where they were stolen
from, in case FIRs were �led. 

In a tweet, the Culture Mi-
nistry said the antiquities
were divided into six broad
categories: Shiva and his dis-
ciples; worshipping Shakti;
Lord Vishnu and his forms;
Jain tradition; and portraits
and decorative objects.

An o�cial from Archaeo-
logical Survey of India said
with these antiquities from

Australia, the number of re-
trieved antiquities in India
had reached 228.

Three more antiquities —
one each from Italy, the Un-
ited Kingdom and Australia
— would soon be brought
back to India as they had
been handed over to Indian
High Commissions in those
countries.

They will be sent to the States from where they were stolen
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Lost and found: Prime Minister Narendra Modi inspecting the
antiquities in New Delhi on Monday. * PTI

29 stolen antiquities brought
back to India from Australia 
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The story so far: Sri Lanka’s economic
crisis is aggravating rapidly, putting citizens
through enormous hardship. Over the
weekend, at least two senior citizens died
while waiting in long queues to buy fuel; the
price of cooking gas spiked to LKR 4,199
(roughly ₹1,150), the price of the widely used
milk powder shot up by LKR 600 a kg, and
authorities were forced to cancel school
examinations for millions of students, due to
a shortage of paper. 

Why are prices soaring and why is
there a shortage? 
Sri Lanka is in the grips of one of its worst
economic meltdowns in history. The �rst
wave of the pandemic in 2020 o�ered early
and sure signs of the distress — when
thousands of Sri Lankan labourers in West
Asian countries were left stranded and
returned jobless; garment factories and tea
estates in Sri Lanka could not function, as
infections raged in clusters, and thousands
of youth lost their jobs in cities as
establishments abruptly sacked them or shut
down. It meant that all key foreign exchange
earning sectors, such as exports and
remittances, along with tourism, were
brutally hit. 

The lack of a comprehensive strategy to
respond to the crisis then, coupled with
certain policy decisions last year — including
the government’s abrupt switch to organic
farming —widely deemed “ill-advised”,
further aggravated the problem. In August
last year, the government declared
emergency regulations for the distribution of
essential food items, amid wide import
restrictions to save dollars which in turn led
to consequent market irregularities, and

reported hoarding. 
Fears of a sovereign default rose by the

end of 2021, with the country’s foreign
reserves plummeting to $1.6 billion, and
deadlines for repaying external loans
looming. But Sri Lanka managed to keep its
unblemished foreign debt servicing record.
All the same, without enough dollars to
import essentials such as food, fuel, and
medicines, the year 2022 began on a rather
challenging note, marked by further
shortages and an economic upheaval. 

What is happening on the ground? 
At the macro-economic level, all indicators
are worrisome. The Sri Lankan rupee, that
authorities �oated this month, has fallen to
nearly 265 against the U.S. dollar. Consumer
Price in�ation is at 16.8% and foreign
reserves stood at $2.31 billion at the end of
February. Sri Lanka must repay foreign debt
totalling nearly $7 billion this year and
continue importing essentials from its
dwindling dollar account. In a recent
address to the country, President Rajapaksa
said Sri Lanka will incur an import bill of $22
billion this year, resulting in a trade de�cit of
$10 billion. 

For citizens, this means long waits in
queues for fuel, a shortage of cooking gas,
contending with prolonged power cuts in
many localities and struggles to �nd
medicines for patients. In families of
working people, the crisis is translating to
cutting down on milk for children, eating
fewer meals, or going to bed hungry. 

Is there resistance? 
Yes, both citizens and di�erent segments of
the political opposition are taking to the
streets, demanding that President Rajapaksa
go home. Many media houses are criticising
the government, while social media pages
are rife with memes and sharp commentary
on the Rajapaksas. 

What is the government’s response? 
“This crisis was not created by me,”
President Rajapaksa has said, pointing to
challenges that arose due to the pandemic.

Despite many economists putting forward
support from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) as the “only option” for the
government, the establishment was
reluctant until recently when mounting
protests and criticism forced the
government into a policy U-turn. The
government is now in talks with the IMF to
“to �nd a way to pay o� our annual loan
instalments, sovereign bonds”, Mr.
Rajapaksa said. It remains to be seen how
the IMF will support Sri Lanka at this
juncture, and to what extent its support
might help the country cope with the crisis.
Colombo has also sought support from
various bilateral partners, including India,
by way of loans, currency swaps, and credit
lines for import of essentials. 

How is India helping? 
Beginning January 2022, India has extended
assistance totalling $ 2.4 billion — including
an $400 million RBI currency swap, a $500
million loan deferment, and credit lines for
importing food, fuel, and medicines. Of this,
a billion-dollar credit line was �nalised last
week, during Finance Minister Basil
Rajapaksa’s visit to New Delhi.
“Neighbourhood �rst. India stands with Sri
Lanka. $1 billion credit line signed for supply
of essential commodities. Key element of the
package of support extended by India,”
External A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar said in
a tweet. 

Meanwhile, China is considering Sri
Lanka's recent request for further $2.5
billion assistance, in addition to the $2.8
billion Beijing has extended since the
outbreak of the pandemic, the Chinese
Ambassador in Colombo told a media
conference. 

How is India’s assistance being viewed
in Sri Lanka? 
The leadership has thanked India for the
timely assistance, but there is growing
scepticism in Sri Lankan media and some
sections, over Indian assistance “being tied”
to New Delhi inking key infrastructure
projects in the island nation in the recent

past — mainly the strategic Trincomalee Oil
Tank Farm project; the National Thermal
Power Corporation’s recent agreement with
Ceylon Electricity Board to set up a solar
power plant in Sampur, in Sri Lanka’s
eastern Trincomalee district; and two
renewable energy projects in northern Sri
Lanka, with investment from India’s Adani
Group. 

The weekend newspaper Sunday Times
took an editorial position that New Delhi was
resorting to “diplomatic blackmail”, while
cartoonists have depicted Sri Lankan leaders
trading crucial energy projects for
emergency �nancial assistance from India.
The political opposition has accused the
Adani Group of entering Sri Lanka through
the “back door”, avoiding competitive bids
and due process. 

EXPLAINER 

Why did the island nation reach this point? How has India extended support and assistance to its neighbour? 

Sri Lanka’s aggravating economic crisis 
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Fears of a sovereign default rose by
the end of 2021, with the country’s
foreign reserves plummeting to $1.6
billion, and deadlines for repaying
external loans looming.

THE GIST
B The economic meltdown
started during the �rst wave
of the pandemic in 2020
when key foreign exchange
earning sectors, such as
exports and remittances,
along with tourism, were
brutally hit. 

B The Sri Lankan rupee has
fallen to nearly 265 against
the U.S. dollar. Consumer
Price in�ation is at 16.8%
and Sri Lanka has to repay
foreign debt totalling nearly
$7 billion this year and
continue importing
essentials from its dwindling
dollar account.

B Beginning January 2022,
India has extended
assistance totalling $2.4
billion to its neighbour.
However, there is growing
scepticism in Sri Lankan
media over Indian assistance
“being tied” to New Delhi
inking key infrastructure
projects in the island nation.

Meera Srinivasan

In limbo: A child waiting to
buy kerosene with his
mother at a fuel station in
Colombo, Sri Lanka on
March 18, 2022. * REUTERS 
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U.S. Under Secretary of State
for Political A�airs Victoria
Nuland met Foreign Secre-
tary Harsh Shringla on Mon-
day for Foreign O�ce consul-
tations (FOC) that focused on
preparations for the “2+2”
Ministerial meetings likely to
be held in Washington next
month, ahead of an in-per-
son Quad summit due to be
held in Tokyo later this year. 

Ms. Nuland, who is on a vi-
sit to South Asia, arrived in
Delhi from Dhaka, and will
meet External A�airs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar on Tuesday
before travelling to Colom-
bo. 

“The FOC provided a va-
luable opportunity to dis-
cuss contemporary regional

issues pertaining to South
Asia, the Indo-Paci�c region,
West Asia, and the situation
in Ukraine, among others,”
said a statement released by
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, adding that “Foreign
Secretary Shringla and Un-
der Secretary of State Nu-
land agreed to maintain reg-
ular dialogue and
consultations on regional
issues.”

Ms. Nuland is one of an
unusually large number of
visitors headed to New Delhi
amid the continuing war in
Ukraine. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has held two back-to-
back summits, with Japanese
PM Kishida on Saturday and
a virtual summit with Austra-
lian Prime Minister Scott

Morrison on Monday, and
the MEA has either hosted,
or is preparing to host Fo-
reign Ministers and delega-
tions from Austria, Lithua-
nia, Greece, Oman and the
United Kingdom. 

Shifting position
Next weekend, Mr. Modi is
expected to host Israeli PM
Naftali Bennet on Saturday,
though the MEA has not
made any comment on the
visit. 

Most of the visitors are be-
lieved to have discussed the
issue in Ukraine, and in par-
ticular the need for India to
shift its position, where the
government has thus far re-
fused to criticise Russia’s ac-
tions in Ukraine or join the
sanctions against Russia. 

In her previous role as As-
sistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Af-
fairs, Ms. Nuland had, in
tapes that appeared to have
been leaked in 2014, spoken
about U.S. involvement in
Ukrainian politics. The U.S.
government had subse-
quently acknowledged and
apologised for the com-
ments. In Ms. Nuland’s cur-
rent role, she is part of the
Biden administration team
strategising on sanctions
against Russia and has ac-
cused Russian President Pu-
tin of “trying to turn Ukraine
into rubble”, expressed con-
cerns about Russian troops
trying to seize bio-research
facilities in Ukraine and
called for a “strategic defeat
of President Putin” while tes-

tifying at a U.S. Senate Fo-
reign relations committee
hearing earlier this month. 

However, neither side
gave any details of the dis-
cussions on Ukraine held on
Monday, and o�cials said
the situation in Ukraine did
not “overshadow” the Fo-
reign O�ce Consultations, as
they went through a very
large number of bilateral and
regional issues.

External A�airs Minister
S. Jaishankar and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh are
due to visit the United States
for the next round of 2+2
consultations with U.S. Se-
cretary of State Antony Blin-
ken and U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Gen Lloyd Austin (retd.),
that has been postponed for
several months. 

Indian, U.S. o�cials discuss 2+2 preparations
U.S. o�cial Victoria Nuland holds talks on regional issues with Shringla, to meet Jaishankar today
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI
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Developments such as those
in Ukraine should never
happen in the Indo-Paci�c
region, Prime Minister Scott
Morrison of Australia said on
Monday.

Addressing the bilateral
annual leaders’ meeting, Mr.
Morrison argued for greater
cooperation among “like-
minded democracies”, and
urged Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to provide leader-
ship within the Quad. In his
address, Mr. Modi focused
on the Indo-Paci�c region,
and called for “appropriate”
global standards for emerg-
ing technologies. 

“Our meeting today is, of
course, set against a very dis-
tressing backdrop of the war
in Europe which must never
happen in our own region.
While we are distressed by
the terrible situation in Eu-
rope, our focus is always ve-
ry much on what is occur-
ring in the Indo-Paci�c and
ensuring that those events

could never occur here,” Mr.
Morrison said thanking the
Indian side for “partner-
ship” with Australia. 

The bilateral meeting is
the �rst such interaction bet-
ween the two leaders since
the Russian invasion of Uk-
raine on February 24. Ear-
lier, they had participated in
the Quad meeting convened
by U.S. President Joe Biden
on March 3.

Mr. Morrison laid out the
broad spectrum of the Com-
prehensive Strategic Part-
nership between the two
countries covering science
and technology, defence and

critical minerals that are ne-
cessary for India’s strategic
sectors. 

During the interaction,
Khanij Bidesh India Ltd (KA-
BIL) and Australia’s Critical
Mineral Facilitation O�ce
signed an MoU to jointly ex-
plore lithium in Australia. 

Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla said the
deal would allow India to
“invest in Australia’s critical
mineral sector, as well as get
Australian expertise in this
area.”

Modi seeks cooperation among democracies of the region
Kallol Bhattacherjee
New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a virtual summit with his
Australian counterpart, Scott Morrison, on Monday * PTI 

Indo-Paci�c should be free
of con�icts, says Morrison

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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tralian concerns about the
Russian military attacks in
Ukraine and had taken a
hard-line position. 

Regional consequences
“Our region is facing in-
creasing change and much
pressure and I think our
Quad leaders’ call recently,
which gave us the opportun-
ity to discuss Russia’s unlaw-
ful invasion of Ukraine, but
it also gave us the opportun-
ity to discuss the implica-
tions and consequences of
that terrible event for our
own region in the Indo-Pac-
i�c and the coercion and is-
sues that we face here,” said
Mr. Morrison in an indirect
reference to Chinese activi-
ties in the South China Sea.

Mr. Modi thanked Austra-
lia for returning antique In-
dian artefacts and said that
the items will be returned to
places like Himachal Pra-
desh, Rajasthan, Gujarat
and West Bengal as these
were the places from where
they were taken away “ille-
gally” .

Addressing the meeting, Mr.
Modi did not refer to the cri-
sis emanating from the Rus-
sian military attacks in Uk-
raine but urged greater
cooperation under the
Quad framework in the In-
do-Paci�c. He highlighted
the importance of the Com-
prehensive Economic Coop-
eration Agreement (CECA)
and said, “An early conclu-
sion of the CECA will be very
important for our economic
relation, economic revival,
and economic security”.

Mr Modi sought conti-
nued cooperation among
democracies for “free, open
and inclusive” Indo-Paci�c
and said, “Quad needs to be
successful for regional and
global security.”

The meeting marked the
second bilateral interaction
among the Quad members
within three days as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi met
Japanese PM Fumio Kishida
here on March 19 before the
virtual meeting with Mr
Morrison on Monday. Mr
Kishida had echoed the Aus-

Indo-Paci�c should be
free of con�icts: Morrison
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Barryl O’Farrell

Australia is celebrating India’s
75 years of Independence by
making the largest single in-

vestment in our bilateral
relationship.

We do so because Australia and
India share a long and special rela-
tionship, one we are now working
together to make even stronger.

Deep histories
We are natural partners because
we are each ancient and modern
countries and cultures, vibrant
and full of energy and optimism.

Australia recognises the depth
and diversity of India’s magni�-
cent culture. We know the impor-
tance of connection to history. 

Like India, Australia’s story
stretches back tens of thousands
of years. Australia’s Indigenous pe-
oples are custodians of the oldest
continuing civilisation in the
world: which is why the Australian
government was delighted to re-
turn 29 culturally signi�cant arte-
facts to the people of India this
month.

Even our words for friendship
have a similar ring: India says mai-
tri, Australians say mateship. Both
stand for respect, understanding

and equality. Friends looking out
for each other.

That is the warm friendship
shared between our Prime Minis-
ters, The Hon Shri Narendra Modi
and The Hon Scott Morrison MP.

On March 21, the two Prime Mi-
nisters held their Virtual Summit
and took stock of the remarkable
pace we are implementing the
Australia-India Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. To drive
closer cooperation and regularly
review relations, the Prime Minis-
ters also established an Annual
Summit mechanism.

Since we elevated our relation-
ship in 2020, we have advanced
practical actions on cyber and crit-
ical technologies, maritime a�airs,
defence ties, economic and busi-
ness links and Quadrilateral
cooperation.

The Virtual Summit marked
another milestone as our prime
ministers announced a range of
tangible and practical initiatives
spanning the breadth of our
shared economic, strategic, and
regional interests.

These initiatives are an invest-
ment into the promise and poten-
tial of our nations. They address
the most pressing challenges and
opportunities of our time.

Because when it comes to
friendship, we know actions speak
louder than words.

Together, we are harnessing the
technology, the talent, and the
trading spirit of our people to de-
liver resilience, prosperity, and

security.
Together, we are focused on the

future.

Technology and research
We are working on a new and re-
newable energy partnership, to
support the development of tech-
nologies such as green hydrogen
and ultra-low cost solar. We are al-
so supporting research and invest-
ment to unlock Australian critical
minerals for Indian advanced
manufacturing.

We will boost collaboration on
innovation, science and entrepre-
neurship, to scale up ideas that ad-
dress global challenges.

We are also increasing invest-
ments into our countries’ rapidly
growing space sectors.

And we are establishing the
Australia-India Centre of Excel-
lence for Critical and Emerging
Technology Policy — and a Consu-
late-General — in Bengaluru.

Our governments know that re-
silience relies on strong

economies.
We have made signi�cant in-

roads on negotiations on a deal
that will open new two-way trade
and investment opportunities,
build more secure supply chains,
and unlock our complementary
economies, increasing the �ow of
goods, services and people.

Focus on students
We are investing in India’s talented
young people through our new Fu-
ture Skills Initiative between edu-
cation and training providers and
industry. 

This complements the Austra-
lian government’s signi�cant new
Maitri scholarships and fellow-
ships, giving Indian students and
researchers the chance to expe-
rience Australia’s world class edu-
cation system.

Australians value highly the In-
dian diaspora and student contri-
butions to our community —
whether economic, social, or
cultural.

Prime Minister Morrison an-
nounced a dedicated Centre for
Australia-India Relations to dee-
pen that friendship between our
communities.

Australia and India are also
working to ensure a peaceful and
stable region.

We are each committed to a free
and open Indo-Paci�c. We are ad-
vancing our cooperation all the
way from the Indian Ocean to the
Paci�c Islands.

Last month we announced in-

itiatives to enhance Australia’s en-
gagement in the Northeast Indian
Ocean in support of India’s natural
leadership.

In our defence relationship, we
are enhancing information shar-
ing and operational cooperation.

Such arrangements also help us
continue delivering quality hu-
manitarian support to the region,
seen recently when India helped
Australia’s Paci�c family, Tonga
and Kiribati.

Finally, Australia was saddened
at the tragic loss of Chief of De-
fence Sta� General Bipin Rawat
last year. Our governments are re-
cognising his contributions by an-
nouncing an Australia-India Young
Defence O�cer Exchange Pro-
gram named in his honour.

These investments in our stra-
tegic, economic, and community
ties show what we can achieve
when two multicultural democra-
cies join in a spirit of trust and un-
derstanding. 

Australia knows that in India we
have a natural partner who will
help build a region where every
nation can prosper.

I hope India sees a similar
friend in Australia.

We are closer than ever and our
transformational commitments
and collaborations will continue to
bring us together. We are realising
the potential of our maitri and
mateship.

Barry O’Farrell is the Australian High
Commissioner to India

Realising the potential of ‘maitri’ and ‘mateship’ 
Deepening investments in Australia-India strategic, economic, and community ties highlight their stronger relationship 
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Sri Lanka has sought a new
loan and buyer’s credit from
China for $2.5 billion as the
island nation struggles to
cope with one of its worst
economic meltdowns, a top
Chinese o�cial said, days af-
ter Colombo obtained a bil-
lion-dollar credit line from
New Delhi.

China is considering a
fresh request from Sri Lanka
for a loan of $1 billion and a
credit line of $1.5 billion,
Chinese Ambassador to Sri
Lanka Qi Zhenhong told a
media conference on Mon-
day. “This is in addition to
the $2.8 billion assistance
that China has extended to
Sri Lanka since the outbreak
of the pandemic,” he said. 

Sri Lanka is battling an
unprecedented economic
crisis for months now. A fo-
rex crunch has left the coun-
try scrambling for dollars to
import essentials items in-
cluding fuel, food and medi-
cines that are in short sup-
ply. The Rajapaksa
government is in talks with
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) for some relief,
after initially resisting the
idea. Colombo is also tap-
ping bilateral loans from its
partners, including New Del-
hi and Beijing. 

Chinese assistance is be-
ing extended on “competi-
tive terms”, Ambassador Qi
said, adding China would
“never take advantage of Sri
Lanka” while helping the
country in need, although
sections within Sri Lanka re-
main sceptical of “more Chi-
nese loans”. Especially after
2017, when Colombo leased
its southern Hambantota
port to China for 99 years, to
converting its outstanding
debt to China, into equity;
and last year, when the Sri

Lankan Parliament passed a
controversial Bill on China-
backed Port City .

Debt restructuring
Asked if China had taken a
decision on President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa’s request to
restructure Chinese loans,
during Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister Wang Yi’s visit to Co-
lombo in January this year,
the Ambassador said both
sides “were negotiating” the
matter. “The ultimate goal is
to help Sri Lanka solve its
problems, we are looking at
di�erent ways,” he said,
without sharing speci�c de-
tails. 

Further, the two coun-
tries are currently negotiat-
ing a Free Trade Agreement
and its successful comple-
tion and signing will “open
up” the Chinese market for
Sri Lanka’s exports, the top
Chinese o�cial said. 

Commenting on Sri Lan-
ka’s reported suspension of
Chinese energy projects in
the three northern islands
o� Ja�na in Sri Lanka’s
Northern Province, Mr. Qi
expressed disappointment
that they were “interrupted
for unknown reasons”. 

In January 2021, Sri Lan-
ka’s Cabinet cleared a propo-
sal for Chinese �rm Sino-

soar-Etechwin to install
‘hybrid renewable energy
systems’ in Nainativu, Delft
or Neduntheevu, and Ana-
laitivu, located in the Palk
Bay. The small islands are
connected to the Ja�na pe-
ninsula by a ferry service
managed mostly by the Sri
Lankan Navy. 

Following the announce-
ment of the project, India
raised concern over the Chi-
nese projects’ proximity to
India’s southern coastline
and instead o�ered a grant
to execute the same project.
The project has not pro-
gressed since. Asked if it has
been suspended or
dropped, Mr. Qi said: “That
is something you must ask
Sri Lankan authorities. But
interrupting a project won
through a competitive bid-
ding process does not send
out a good message for fo-
reign investors looking at Sri
Lanka,” he said.

Meanwhile, China would
continue supporting deve-
lopment of the Tamil people
in the Northern Province,
said the Ambassador, whose
visit to Ja�na in December
2021 drew much attention in
the media, especially in In-
dia. “The Tamil people ex-
pressed a very strong friend-
ship towards China,” he said.

Debt restructuring in the works. says Chinese Ambassador
Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Distress time: People queueing to buy LPG cylinders amid a
shortage of essentials in Colombo on Monday. * AFP

Sri Lanka turns to China for
further $2.5 bn assistance
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Union Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri told the Rajya
Sabha on Monday that facts
regarding the stand taken by
western oil companies on
pulling investments out of
Russia varied on the ground.
India, he noted, imported
less than 1% of its crude oil
requirement from Russia. 

“When we are in discus-
sion with these companies,
the facts on the ground vary.
Some have indicated an in-
tent, and others said they
will not make fresh invest-
ment. We are monitoring the
situation. Insofar as oil im-
ports from Russia are con-
cerned, contrary to what has
been played up in the press,
these are miniscule. Even
now, the total amount con-
tracted will be less than
three days’ supply from Rus-
sia to India and that also
spread over the next three to
four months,” he said. 

Mr. Puri was responding

to Priyanka Chaturvedi, Shiv
Sena MP, who asked whether
the new energy cooperation
agreements, including a con-
tract for Rosneft signed in
December 2021, may be im-
pacted by the Ukraine-Russia
con�ict and whether the exit
of British Petroleum from
Rosneft impacted the Indian
Oil Corporation’s invest-
ment. 

Mr. Puri observed that In-
dian oil companies had in-
vested $16 billion in Russia,
and some of those invest-
ments were pro�table.

“For example, Sakhalin-1
where OVL [ONGC Videsh
Ltd.] has a 20% stake, the in-
vestment of $337 million has
led to an overall revenue of
$3.7 billion and we still have
20 years of assets left. The

one facility where one of the
western entities is the opera-
tor, one of our oil companies
has a 20% share. We got wor-
ried when we read those re-
ports because if the operator
is exiting, then the facility’s
production will be under-
mined. But we were told that
no production facilities will
continue. So, we will discuss
on a case-by-case basis with
everyone. We have typical
arrangements, which are go-
vernment-to-government
and company-to-company,”
he said.

In the �rst nine months of
the year, India imported on-
ly 0.2% of the requirement
from Russia, he remarked.

Natural gas
The Minister’s written reply
stated that in 2020-21, India
imported 85% of its crude oil
requirements and 54% of its
natural gas requirement. 

“As per Petroleum Plan-
ning & Analysis Cell (PPAC),
India’s major sources of
crude oil imports are the

U.S., Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Nigeria. Indian Oil
and public sector undertak-
ings had imported approxi-
mately less than 1% of its to-
tal crude oil import from
Russia in the year 2021-2022
[till January],” it said. 

Asked by Congress mem-
ber Neeraj Dangi if the trade
with Russia would impact re-
lations with the U.S., Mr. Puri
said, “India imported 14 mil-
lion metric tonnes of crude
from the U.S. and this repre-
sented 7.3 % of our require-
ments as against the less
than 1% from the Russian
Federation… likely to go up
from 14 million metric
tonnes to 16.8 million metric
tonnes or a value of about
$10 billion of imports of
crude oil from the U.S. If I
add to that the amount of gas
that we are importing, and
coal, I think the �gure comes
closer to $13.5 billion of im-
ports from the U.S. So, it is a
robust relationship on the
energy front, and I see this
continuing for some time.”

‘Less than 1% of oil imports from Russia’
Hardeep Singh Puri says India’s major sources of crude are Iraq, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Nigeria and U.S.

An oil tanker at a jetty in Kochi in Kerala. * FILE PHOTO

Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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opportunities for currently reserved groups.
Hence, this is by no means a win-win situation.
This may be particularly problematic for OBCs
since OBC reservation is limited to 27% of the
seats whereas the OBC population is at least 40%
of the population, possibly more. Thus, this move
is almost certain to result in calls for greater OBC
reservation, particularly if a constitutional
amendment to increase the proportion of
reserved seats from 50% to 60% is already being
adopted.

Getting caste certi�cates
Second, actual implementation of the EWS quota
could be challenging. Few non-SC/ST/OBC
individuals have a caste certi�cate. A large
number of SC/ST/OBC households report
di�culties in obtaining these certi�cates. How
would an individual practically lay claim to this
status?

Third, in an era when skill demands are rapidly
outpacing supply of candidates in specialised
�elds, the EWS quota increases the constraints. If
a university advertises for an associate professor
for quantum physics under the EWS quota and
the only suitable candidate happens to be from an
OBC category, she could not be hired. These
challenges occur for all positions under
speci�cally reserved categories and we have
chosen to live with these di�culties in the interest
of the greater good of equity. However, there is
little bene�t to be derived from the EWS quota.

Redesigning reservations
Arguably, the greatest cost of this amendment lies
in the foregone opportunity to develop an
enhanced and more e�ective reservation policy so
that we can genuinely see an end to the
entrenched inequalities in Indian society in the
medium term. We have gotten so used to business
as usual that we make no e�ort to sharpen our
focus and look for more e�ective solutions,
solutions that would make reservations redundant
in 50 years.

If we were to redesign from scratch, what
would an e�ective a�rmative action policy look
like? If the goal is to help as many people as
possible, we are facing a serious challenge. On the
one hand, 50% reservation looks very large; in the
grand scheme of India’s population it is a blunt
and at times ine�ective instrument.

The following statistics from the Union Public
Service Commission provide a sobering view of
ground realities. In 2014, only 0.14% applicants to
the UPSC were selected. Moreover, the general
category and OBCs have the highest success rate,
about 0.17%, and SCs have the lowest, about
0.08%. This may be because of the perception
that it is easier for SCs to be recruited via the
reserved quota and this may have led to a large
number of SCs taking the civil services
examination. One might say that many of these

A solution in search of a
problem: on 10% reservations

As the Supreme Court hears the petitions
challenging the validity of the criteria of ₹8 lakhs
annual income limit as the upper limit for seeking
EWS reservation in the All India Quota for NEET
admissions, this article by Sonalde Desai dated
January 11, 2019, explains why the EWS quota
does not address the problems within the
reservation system. 

If the number of demands for implementing
reforms is any guide, India’s reservation system is
clearly in disarray. However, it is unlikely that the
recently passed Constitution (124th Amendment)
Bill, 2019, creating a 10% quota for the
economically weaker sections (EWS), will serve as
anything more than a band-aid.

Given the deep inequalities prevalent in access
to education and jobs based on caste and
socio-economic status, a�rmative action (or
positive discrimination) makes a lot of sense.
However, the system that was put in place during
the early years of the Republic deserves serious
re-evaluation in an era when technology has
paved the way for deploying a better equipped
arsenal. Here I present an evaluation of the
potential implications of the EWS quota Bill,
followed by some alternatives.

Excluding no one
The Bill promises 10% reservation to individuals
classi�ed as economically backward. However,
while a number of criteria were discussed in the
parliamentary debate, the Bill is quite silent on
this. Assuming that among the criteria discussed
in Parliament, those that are currently applied to
the de�nition of the Other Backward Classes
(OBC) creamy layer are the ones to be used, it is
not clear how useful they would be. While the
OBC creamy layer has been created to exclude
people who are clearly well o�, the EWS quota, in
contrast, is expected to focus on the poor. One of
the criteria — the income threshold of ₹8 lakh per
annum — has been mentioned. The National
Sample Survey (NSS) of 2011-12 shows that the
annual per capita expenditure for 99% of
households falls under this threshold, even when
we take in�ation into account. Similarly, as per
the India Human Development Survey (IHDS), the
annual household incomes of 98% of households
are less than ₹8 lakh. Even if we apply all the other
criteria for exclusion (e.g. amount of land owned
and size of home), the Bill would still cover over
95% of the households. So, who are we excluding?
Almost no one.

While the bene�ts of the EWS quota are likely
to be minimal, the cost may be higher than one
anticipates. First, it is important to remember that
general category jobs are open to everyone,
including Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe
(ST) and OBC individuals. Thus, by removing 10%
jobs from the “open” category, it reduces the

candidates are not quali�ed for these jobs.
However, if we look at the candidates who made it
past the preliminary examination (providing
preliminary quality assurance), the picture is
equally grim. Only about 8% of the candidates
who took the main examination succeeded. Here
the success rate is 8.2-8.3% for SC and ST
candidates, 9.9% for OBCs and 7.8% for the
general category. This suggests that in spite of the
grievances of upper castes, reserved category
applicants are not hugely advantaged.

The above statistics tell us that in spite of
reservations, a vast proportion of reserved
category applicants do not �nd a place via the
UPSC examination. I suspect statistics from other
�elds may tell a similar story. This implies that if
we expect reservations to cure the ills of Indian
society, we may have a long wait.

Spread the bene�ts
Hence, we must think about alternative strategies.
One strategy may be to try and spread the bene�ts
of reservations as widely as possible within the
existing framework and ensure that individuals
use their reserved category status only once in
their lifetime. This would require that anyone
using reservations to obtain a bene�t such as
college admission must register his/her Aadhaar
number and she would be ineligible to use
reservations for another bene�t (e.g. a job) in the
future. This would require no changes to the basic
framework but spread the bene�ts more broadly
within the reserved category allowing a larger
number of families to seek upward mobility.

A second strategy might be to recognise that
future economic growth in India is going to come
from the private sector and entrepreneurship. In
order to ensure that all Indians, regardless of
caste, class and religion, are able to partake in
economic growth, we must focus on basic skills. 

We have focused on admission to prestigious
colleges and government jobs, but little attention
is directed to social inequality in the quality of
elementary schooling. 

The IHDS shows that among children aged 8-11,
68% of the forward caste children can read at
Class 1 level while the proportion is far lower for
OBCs (56%), SCs (45%) and STs (40%). This
suggests that we need to focus on reducing
inequalities where they �rst emerge, within
primary schools.

The challenge we face is that our mindset is so
driven by the reservation system that was
developed in a di�erent era that we have not had
the time or the inclination to think about its
success or to examine possible modi�cations. The
tragedy of the EWC quota is that it detracts from
this out-of-the-box thinking!

Sonalde Desai is Professor at the University of
Maryland and Professor and Centre Director at
the NCAER-National Data Innovation Centre.
Views are personal

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Instead of addressing inequality, the 10% quota for economically weaker sections
creates huge anxieties 

THE GIST
B The EWS Bill promises
10% reservation to
individuals classi�ed as
economically backward, that
is those who have an
income threshold of ₹8 lakh
per annum. The NSS of
2011-12 shows that the
annual per capita
expenditure for 99% of
households falls under this
threshold, even when we
take in�ation into account.

B The actual
implementation of the EWS
quota could be challenging
as procuring caste
certi�cates could be
di�cult. 

B One alternative strategy
can be to try and spread the
bene�ts of reservations as
widely as possible within
the existing framework and
ensure that individuals use
their reserved category
status only once in their
lifetime.

Sonalde Desai

Climbing the ladder: Students reading text books in front of a NEET exam center, in Mangaluru on September 12, 2021. * THE HINDU
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The Supreme Court on Mon-
day decided to start hearing
in April a series of petitions
challenging the criteria �xed
by the government to identi-
fy economically weaker sec-
tions (EWS) of society for
granting 10% reservation in
education and jobs. 

A Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud listed the case
on April 28, and asked the
parties to �le short notes on
their submissions a week be-
fore the date.

The court has primarily
raised the question about
the government’s decision to
�x ₹8 lakh as annual income
limit. On January 17, 2019,
the government had re-
leased an o�cial memoran-
dum (OM) informing that fa-
milies earning a gross annual
income below ₹8 lakh would
be identi�ed as EWS for be-
ne�t of reservation. 

The OM was issued just
three days before the Consti-
tution (One Hundred and
Third) Amendment Act,
which introduced EWS quo-
ta, came into force on Janu-
ary 14, 2019.

The court had even won-
dered whether the ₹8 lakh
threshold was “largely
based” on the criterion to
identify creamy layer in OBC
quota.

An expert committee

headed by former �nance se-
cretary Ajay Bhushan Pan-
dey, formed by the govern-
ment to review the ₹8 lakh
limit, had in its report main-
tained that the �nancial
threshold was not a “me-
chanical adoption” of the
OBC creamy layer cut-o�.

Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta had asked in court
whether anybody with
“common sense” would
think ₹8 lakh was an “irra-

tional” income limit for de-
termining EWS. He had said
that EWS had “stricter crite-
rion” and it considered the
gross annual income of the
family and not just that of
the individual seeking reser-
vation bene�ts.

Mr. Mehta referred to the
Pandey committee report,
which said the ₹8 lakh crite-
rion struck a “�ne balance”
between over-inclusion and
inclusion errors.

Mr. Mehta had said the
constitutional term “eco-
nomically weaker” does not
mean those below the pover-
ty line, but people in the low
income groups, who may
have small savings, but not
enough to reap the bene�ts
of a good higher education
in the best universities like
others.

Mr. Mehta had also denied
assertions that the ₹8 lakh
criterion was a leaf out of the
OBC creamy layer cut-o�.

SC to hear petitions on criteria
for EWS quota next month
Court has questioned setting ₹8 lakh as annual income limit for reservation 
Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI
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With foreign exchange re-
serves of $677 billion, India
is comfortably placed to deal
with any e�ect of war [in Uk-
raine] or any challenges with
regard to �nancing of the
Current Account De�cit
(CAD), RBI Governor Shakti-
kanta Das said on Monday.

“The economy is better
placed today,” Mr. Das said in
an address to the National
Council of the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII) in
Mumbai. “In external sector
we are better placed but we
are living in an uncertain
world. So there is no reason
for complacency. We have to
be watchful and monitoring

very closely,” he added.
Asserting that India was

better placed than European
economies in the backdrop
of the war, Mr. Das said that
high frequency indicators
were broadly in the green

and that, unlike the 2013 tap-
er tantrum, in the run up to
the current crisis the CAD
was ‘very low’ and forex re-
serves were ‘very high’. “In
the last three years our forex
reserves have gone up by

$270 billion,” he said.
Noting that India was

monitoring crude and com-
modity prices and volatility
very closely, he expressed
the hope that in�ation would
not cross 6% in FY23.

“I am emphatically saying
that while we are watchful
and monitoring all the
trends we stand committed
and are con�dent of dealing
with any emerging situation
and dealing with any emerg-
ing challenges,” he stressed. 

Asked whether there was
a risk of stag�ation, Mr. Das
ruled out any such prospect.
“The RBI and the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) see
no fear of stag�ation in In-
dia,” Mr. Das asserted.

India comfortably placed to
deal with any e�ect of war: Das 
RBI chief says central bank, MPC see no fear of stag�ation in the country
Special Correspondent
Mumbai 

War chest: With reserves of $677 bn India can face challenges
to �nancing the current account de�cit, says Das. * PTI 



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;

C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS



T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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