FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.

CONTENTS
Editorials - A subregional grouping that must get back on course GSP 02 B
Editorials - The JCPOA continues to be elusive GSP 02 B
News - Jewellery exports to UAE may touch $10 billion under CEPA GSP 02 B
News - India has no plans to purchase Russian oil in rupees, says Teli GSP 02 C
News - Lok Sabha nod to include two tribes on Tripura ST list GSP 02 E
News - Protest in LS as Bill envisages lifting biometrics of detainees Part I GSP 02 E
News - Protest in LS as Bill envisages lifting biometrics of detainees Part II GSP 02 E
News - SC query on minority status petition GSP 02 E
Editorials - The Startup India initiative GSP 03 A
Editorials - The phenomenon of coral bleaching GSP 03 P
News - Zojila tunnel work apace, deadline advanced to 2024 GSP 03 U

A subregional grouping that must get back on course
Venu Rajamony

A

s world attention remains
focused on the war in Ukraine, leaders of the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) will attend a summit meeting of the regional organisation. The meet, which is to be
held in virtual mode, will be hosted by Sri Lanka, the current BIMSTEC chair.
Founded in 1997, the sevenmember BIMSTEC, which includes the littoral states of India,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar
(Thailand is a member too) and
the land-locked states of Nepal and
Bhutan, has identified 14 pillars for
special focus. These are trade and
investment, transport and communication, energy, tourism, technology, fisheries, agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation,
counter terrorism and transnational crime, environment and disaster management, people-to-people contact, cultural cooperation
and climate change. While each
sector is important, the segmented approach has resulted in omnibus end summit communiqués full
of aspirations rather than action.
The upcoming summit is an opportunity for BIMSTEC leaders to
go beyond generalised statements
and take concrete steps to address
critical challenges confronting the
region.
A Bay of Bengal Maritime Dialogue (BOBMD) organised recently
by the Centre for Humanitarian
Dialogue and the Pathfinder Foundation brought together govern-

ment officials, maritime experts,
and representatives of prominent
think tanks from Sri Lanka, India,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand
and Indonesia. Participants called
for stepped up efforts in areas
such as environmental protection;
scientific research; curtailing illegal, unreported, and unregulated
(IUU) fishing, as well as the development of standard operating
procedures that could govern interaction between fishing vessels of
one country with maritime law enforcement agencies of another.
Rich marine ecosystem
Presentations made at the BOBMD
highlighted the fact that the Bay of
Bengal is home to a large network
of beautiful yet fragile estuaries,
mangrove forests of around 15,792
square kilometres, coral reefs of
around 8,471 sq.km, sea grass
meadows and mass nesting sites of
sea turtles. The annual loss of
mangrove areas is estimated at
0.4% to 1.7% and coral reefs at
0.7%. It is predicted that the sea level will increase 0.5 metres in the
next 50 years. Moreover, there
have been 13 cyclonic storms in
the last five years. The Bay is an
important source of natural resources for a coastal population of
approximately 185 million people.
The fishermen population alone is
estimated to be around 3.7 million,
with an annual fish catch of
around six million tonnes, constituting 7% of the world’s catch and
valued at around U.S.$4 billion.
Around 4,15,000 fishing boats operate in the Bay and it is estimated
that 33% of fish stocks are fished
unsustainably (Source: presentation in February 2022 by E. Vivekanandan, senior consultant, ICARCentral Marine Fisheries Research
Institute). According to the Food
and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO), the Bay
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BIMSTEC is in need of a framework to tackle the specific challenges confronting the Bay of Bengal region

of Bengal is one of IUU fishing hotspots in the Asia-Pacific.
The pressing challenges that
confront the Bay of Bengal include
the emergence of a dead zone with
zero oxygen where no fish survive;
leaching of plastic from rivers as
well as the Indian Ocean; destruction of natural protection against
floods such as mangroves; sea erosion; growing population pressure
and industrial growth in the coastal areas and consequently, huge
quantities of untreated waste flow.
Security threats such as terrorism,
piracy and tensions between
countries caused by the arrests of
fishermen who cross maritime
boundaries are additional problems. It also needs to be kept in
mind that the problem of fishermen crossing into the territorial
waters of neighbouring countries
affect India and Sri Lanka and Bangladesh and Myanmar (also Pakistan on the west coast).
Need for regional interaction
The blue economy potential of the
Bay of Bengal is huge. There are
many opportunities to develop
maritime trade, shipping, aquaculture and tourism. However,
tapping these opportunities requires coordinated and concerted
action by governments, scientists
and other experts. The BIMSTEC
Summit must create a new regional mechanism for coordinated activities on maritime issues of a

transboundary nature. This mechanism must initiate urgent measures to strengthen fisheries management, promote sustainable
fishing methods, establish protected areas and develop frameworks
to prevent and manage pollution,
especially industrial and agricultural waste as well as oil spills. There
is also a need for greater scientific
research on the impact of climate
change in general and on fisheries
in particular. At present, there is limited cooperation between countries of the region in marine research. Most BIMSTEC countries
have premier institutions and excellent scientists but their interaction with the West is far more than
within the region. The use of modern technology and improved fishing practices can go a long way in
restoring the health of the Bay.
This should be a priority area
Marine environmental protection
must become a priority area for
cooperation in the Bay of Bengal.
Enforcement must be strengthened and information shared on
best practices. Regional protocols
need to be developed and guidelines and standards on pollution
control established. Decision-making must be based on science and
reliable data, information and
tools.
There is a need for home-grown
solutions based on capabilities of
local institutions and for mutual
learning through regional success
stories. There is a need to create
regional frameworks for data collection. Participatory approaches
must be evolved for near-real-time
stock assessment and the creation
of an regional open fisheries data
alliance. The Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP), an inter-governmental organisation based in
Chennai, is doing good work to
promote sustainable fishing.

A Bay Of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem (BOBLME) project is also being launched by the FAO with
funding from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) and others.
The BIMSTEC summit must express full support for both BOBP
and BOBLME. The summit must
mandate officials to come up with
measures to curtail unsustainable
as well as IUU fishing. These could
include setting up an international
vessel tracking system and making
it mandatory for vessels to be
equipped with automatic identification system (AIS) trackers; establishing a regional fishing vessel
registry system and publishing
vessel licence lists to help identify
illegal vessels; increasing monitoring, control and surveillance in
IUU fishing hotspots; establishing
regional guidelines on how to deter and prevent IUU practices; improving the implementation of
joint regional patrols, and regional
fishing moratoriums and outreach
programmes targeted at fisherfolk. Laws and policies in littoral
states must be harmonised and
the humanitarian treatment of
fishermen ensured during any encounter with maritime law enforcement agencies.
The challenges that confront
the Bay of Bengal region brook no
more delay. BIMSTEC must arise,
awake and act before it is too late.
The summit must set in process
regular meetings of officials, supported by scientists and experts,
to tackle illegal and unsustainable
fishing as well as prevent the further environmental degradation of
the Bay of Bengal.
Venu Rajamony is Professor of Diplomatic
Practice, O.P. Jindal Global University,
Senior Adviser, Centre for Humanitarian
Dialogue and the former Ambassador of
India to the Netherlands
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The JCPOA continues to be elusive
The Ukraine conflict has complicated talks on the Iran nuclear deal

Talmiz Ahmad

The talks in Vienna to revive the nuclear agreement with Iran, referred
to as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action ( JCPOA), entered “the last
stage” at the end of February. Participants then confidently said that only
some “small sticking points” remained to be resolved. However, a
U.S. official cautioned that “nothing
is agreed until everything is agreed”
and that the remaining issues were
“extremely difficult”.
The effects of the war
The war in Ukraine commenced on
February 24. Despite efforts to place
a firewall between the Ukraine war
and the Vienna talks, the conflict
bled into the conference room: on
March 3, the Russian ambassador at
the Vienna talks demanded U.S. guarantees that the sanctions imposed
on Russia due to the Ukraine conflict
would not affect its role under the
JCPOA. The Russian diplomat was referring to the JCPOA provisions under which Iran was required to export its excess enriched uranium to
Russia, while Russia would help Iran
to downgrade its Fordow enrichment
plant into an isotope manufacturing
centre to be utilised for medicinal
purposes.
Western commentators said that
the Russians were deliberately trying
to delay the finalisation of the agreement to thwart the U.S.: the latter, it
was said, was anxious to relax sanctions on Iranian oil exports so that
millions of barrels of oil would enter
the market and bring down the soaring oil prices, thus moderating the
impact of the U.S.’s own sanctions on
Russian oil exports.
In public, the U.S. took a tough
stand, asserting on March 13 that it
would not provide exemptions to Ukraine-related sanctions just to save
the Iran deal. But this was all bravado. A day later, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov announced that
Russia had received written guarantees from the U.S. affirming that Russia’s role in the implementation of
the JCPOA would not be affected.

File photo of delegates before a meeting of the JCPOA Joint Commission in
Vienna, Austria. REUTERS
*

With the dialogue back on track,
U.S. officials said on March 16 that only “a handful of issues” were left and
an agreement was within reach. Iran
said an agreement was “closer than
ever”, but insisted its “red lines”
should be accommodated. However,
no agreement has materialised so far.
While Iran has been insisting on the
removal of all sanctions imposed
during the Donald Trump administration, the deal-breaker at present is
just one — the removal of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as
a U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist
Organisation (FTO), a tag placed on it
by the Trump administration in August 2019.
The principal reason why this has
remained unresolved so far lies in
U.S. domestic politics. The Vienna
talks are taking place when the U.S. is
deeply polarised at home, with the
Republicans and some Democrats,
backed by their cohorts in the Israel
lobby and the media, spouting venom on Iran and opposing any concessions to achieve a deal. U.S. President Joe Biden has low approval
ratings at home: he is being held responsible for the failure of his domestic agenda due to opposition from
within his own party, as also the
U.S.’s ignominious withdrawal from
Afghanistan last year. Hence, it is almost impossible for the president to
remove the FTO tag from the IRGC,
even though this is largely a symbolic
issue since there are several other

U.S. sanctions on the organisation.
Outlook for the region
There is no indication as yet that the
JCPOA will be finalised. U.S. negotiator Rob Malley said recently that an
agreement is neither imminent nor
inevitable. U.S. anxiety to get Iranian
oil into the market is tempered by
the challenges Mr. Biden faces at
home — if the opposition gets its way,
the November elections could make
him a lame duck President and possibly even pave the way for a Republican President in 2024.
However, the JCPOA carries much
less significance for Iran now than it
did in 2015. In this period, Iran has
mastered the nuclear enrichment cycle and is capable of defending its
technological achievements. Again,
its resilient population has survived
the worst nightmares of economic
privation. Now, prospects of national
rejuvenation are already apparent: in
December 2021, Iran sold about 1.2
million barrels/day (mpd) of oil, as
against 0.4 mpd in 2020.
The International Monetary Fund
projects that Iran will have a GDP
growth of 2% in 2022, following an
average 3% growth over the previous
two years. This will place Iran within
95% of where its economy was when
Mr. Trump induced a recession in
2018-19, shrinking the economy by
12.4% through sanctions.
Iran’s problems with the U.S. are
not based on technical issues per-

taining to uranium enrichment; they
were political and relate to its domestic order and regional role. However,
successive U.S. administrations, under pressure from hostile domestic
lobbies, have not had the required
domestic support to address these
matters successively. Iran has now
moved on, with deepening ties with
Russia and China, and robust engagements — political, economic, military
and logistical — with regional partners. Iran is rebuilding relations with
Azerbaijan, is a partner with Turkey
in Syria, and has had four rounds of
dialogue with Saudi Arabia.
Meanwhile, the U.S. itself has lost
much of its credibility as a security
provider in the region, aggravated by
signals of disengagement from West
Asian affairs from the Biden administration. This has encouraged regional players to pursue multiple diplomatic
engagements
amongst
themselves — the UAE, for instance,
is in dialogue with Iran, while building close ties with Israel and Egypt,
and economic cooperation with Turkey. Iraq is pursuing a cooperation
network with Egypt and Jordan,
while Turkey has reached out to the
UAE, Saudi Arabia and Egypt, while
retaining close ties with Qatar and
Iran.
The spoiler in the region is the ongoing Israel-Iran hostility – Israel under Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
remains firmly opposed to the nuclear deal and continues to attack
Iranian assets in Syria, Iraq and even
Iran itself. But Israel also needs Russia to guarantee the security of its
northern border with Syria by controlling Iranian presence and, on occasion, greenlighting its attacks on
Iranian targets. Not surprisingly, not
one West Asian country, besides Kuwait, has condemned Russia over the
Ukraine conflict or imposed sanctions on it.
Ukraine is the arena where the
U.S. is seeking to affirm the resilience
of the ‘Western’ alliance, but further
south, the nations of the Trans-Caucasus and West Asia are already
shaping new alignments amongst
themselves, in partnership with Russia and China. This will form the basis of a new multipolar order in international affairs.
Talmiz Ahmad, a former diplomat, holds the
Ram Sathe Chair for International Studies,
Symbiosis international University, Pune
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‘Jewellery exports to UAE may
touch $10 billion under CEPA’
UAE accounts for 26% of gem and jewellery exports
Special Correspondent
Mumbai

The Gem & Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC)
said that with the signing of
the India-UAE comprehensive economic partnership
agreement (CEPA), India’s
gem and jewellery sector
would achieve annual exports of more than $10 billion to the UAE.
As per the pact, the duty
that UAE would levy on jewellery imported from India
has been reduced from 5%
to 0%. And, traders in India
may import from the UAE up
to 120 tonnes of gold at 1%

less duty than the applicable
levy in the first year. The volume would increase to 200
tonnes in five years. “The
CEPA will strengthen business ties with one of the biggest buyers of Indian jewellery,” said Colin Shah,
chairman, GJEPC. He said

the move would also reinvigorate Indian plain gold and
studded jewellery exports to
UAE which accounted for
26% of gem and jewellery exports. “With 0% import duty, we are expecting [yearly]
jewellery exports to UAE will
move to $10 billion.”
Indian gem and jewellery
exports to the UAE plunged
to $2.7 billion in 2020-2021
due to COVID-19.
However, for April 2021February 2022, exports recovered to $5.1 billion but
were lower than the $9.26
billion seen in the April
2019- February 2020 period.
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India has no plans to purchase
Russian oil in rupees, says Teli
‘PSUs neither have contract nor is any proposal from Russia under consideration‘
demnation of Moscow, has
not banned the importation
of Russian oil.

Reuters
New Delhi

India is not considering buying oil from Russia or any
other country using Indian
rupees, the junior oil minister told Parliament on Monday, after Western nations
imposed sanctions on Russia
over its invasion of Ukraine.
With Western sanctions
hitting Russia’s dollar-based
trading, there is focus on
Moscow’s efforts to switch to
other currencies, including
the possible use of the yuan
and rupee in deals with China and India.
“At present, oil public sector undertakings neither
have any contract nor is any
such proposal under consid-

Making hay: Indian firms are snapping up Russian oil via spot
tenders, taking advantage of deep discounts. AFP
*

eration from Russia or any
other country for purchase
of crude oil in Indian rupees,” State Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Rameswar Teli said.
Indian firms are snapping

up Russian oil through spot
tenders taking advantage of
deep discounts while other
buyers shun purchases over
Moscow for its invasion of
Ukraine. India, which has refrained from outright con-

‘High freight costs’
Refiners in India rarely
bought Russian oil in the
past due to high freight
costs.
Oil Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri this month however said India was in talks
with Russian authorities to
buy oil and was evaluating issues related to insurance,
freight and payment.
An Indian government
source last week said New
Delhi welcomes competing
offers for oil sales including
from Moscow, especially as
global prices have jumped.
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Lok Sabha nod to include two tribes on Tripura ST list
MPs calls for a comprehensive law to include various communities on list of tribes across country
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Monday
passed a Bill to include the
Darlong community as a subtribe of the Kuki tribe on the
list of Scheduled Tribes of
Tripura even as Opposition
members called for a more
comprehensive law on including communities on the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe lists rather than
in a piecemeal allocation.
Moving the Constitution

(Scheduled Tribes) Order
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, in
the Lok Sabha, Tribal Affairs
Minister Arjun Munda said
the Union government was
working towards betterment
of living conditions of the tribal communities, and good
results would be visible on
the health, education and
employment fronts.
“The government is committed to the development of
tribal areas and sufficient
funds have been allocated

for the purpose,” he said.
Responding to issues
flagged by members during
the course of the debate, he
said the Union Information
and Technology Ministry
had recently come up with a
plan to develop broadband
and 4G connectivity in aspirational districts. Funds for it
will be allocated under the
Scheduled Tribes component, Mr. Munda said.
On the issue of healthcare
of tribal people, he said the

issue assumed importance
for the government and recently, the ICMR was allocated funds for research into
the field.
Call for census
During the debate, Opposition members made a strong
pitch for comprehensive legislation for inclusion of various castes from the States
into Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and Scheduled Tribes (STs)
rather than doing it in a pie-

cemeal manner.
Speaking during the debate, A. Raja of the DMK said
there had been little uplift of
many SCs and STs despite
there being various mechanisms in place since Independence. This is a matter of
concern, Mr. Raja said.
Pradyut Bordoloi of the
Congress said many other
communities including from
Assam had been demanding
inclusion in the SC and the
ST categories.
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Protest in LS as Bill envisages
lifting biometrics of detainees
New Criminal
Procedure Bill
violates rights: MPs
Vijaita Singh
New Delhi

The Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Bill, 2022,
that would allow the police
and prison authorities to collect, store and analyse physical and biological samples,
including retina and iris
scans, was introduced in the
Lok Sabha on Monday amid
strong protests from Opposition members, who forced a
vote on the issue and termed
the Bill “unconstitutional”.
The Bill also seeks to apply these provisions to persons held under any preventive detention law. The
National Crime Records Bu-

reau (NCRB) will be the repository of physical and biological samples, signature
and handwriting data that
can be preserved for at least
75 years.
Opposition members argued that the Bill was
beyond the legislative com-

petence of Parliament as it
violated fundamental rights
of citizens, including the
right to privacy. BSP member Ritesh Pandey said the
Bill proposes to collect samples even from protesters engaged in political protests.
The Bill could be intro-

duced by Union Minister of
State for Home Ajay Mishra
‘Teni’ only after a division
of votes in which 120 members voted in favour of introducing it while 58 members voted against.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 12
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Protest in LS over
Criminal Procedure Bill
The government was taken
by surprise when the Opposition demanded a division
of votes as not only were senior Union Ministers like
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari absent from the House but the
Treasury Benches were not
full.
While the Bill was being
moved by Mr. Mishra Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury
interrupted
him.
Against SC order: Cong.
Congress member Manish
Tewari argued that the Bill,
which implied use of force
in collection of biological information, could also lead
to narco analysis and brain
mapping, and claimed that
it violates Article 20 (3) of
the Constitution as well as
the Supreme Court judgment in the K.S. Puttaswamy case.
RSP member N.K. Premachandran, Trinamool Congress member Saugata Roy,
Mr. Chowdhury and Mr.
Pandey also opposed the introduction of the Bill.
Dismissing the apprehensions, the Minister said the
Bill was required to make
provisions for the use of
modern techniques to capture and record appropriate
body measurements.
The Bill seeks to repeal
the Identification of Prison-

ers Act, 1920 whose scope
was limited to recording finger impressions and footprint impressions of limited
category of convicted and
non-convicted persons and
photographs on the order of
a magistrate.
The Statement of Objects
and Reasons of the Bill said
that new “measurement”
techniques being used in advanced countries are giving
credible and reliable results
and are recognised world
over.
The Bill seeks to expand
the “ambit of persons”
whose measurements can
be taken as this will help the
investigating agencies to
gather sufficient legally admissible evidence and establish the crime of the accused person.
The Bill seeks to to define
“measurements” to include
finger impressions, palm
print and footprint impressions, photographs, iris and
retina scan, physical, biological samples and their
analysis and empowers the
NCRB to collect, store and
preserve the record of measurements and for sharing,
dissemination, destruction
and disposal of records.
It empowers a Magistrate
to direct any person to give
measurements and also empowers the police or prison
officer to take measurements of any person who resists or refuses to give
measurements.
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SC query on minority status petition
Bench seeks clarity on which Union Ministry has to deal with the plea
Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Monday sought clarity from the
Union government about
which of its Ministries have
to chiefly deal with a petition
seeking ‘minority’ status for
Hindus in States where they
are numerically low.
A Bench led by Justice
Sanjay Kishan Kaul drew the
government’s attention to
the apex court’s ‘office report’ on the case.
The report, dated March
25, mentions a communication from the Ministry of
Home Affairs stating that the
topic came under the purview of the Ministries of Mi-

nority Affairs and Education.
In fact, the MHA has said
the Ministry of Minority Affairs should “deal with the
matter” in consultation with
the Ministries of Education,
and Ministry of Law and Justice while keeping in mind to
“protect the interest” of the
Home Ministry.
However, the petitioner,
advocate Ashwini Upadhyay,
had made the MHA the first
respondent in the case. The
Ministry of Minority Affairs
is arraigned down at spot
three in the list of
respondents.
The logic behind MHA’s
thinking that the responsibility to “deal” with the peti-

tion falls chiefly on the Ministries of Minority Affairs
and Education seems to
stem from the fact that Mr.
Upadhyay had challenged
certain provisions of the National Commission for Minority, Educational Institutions Act, 2004 and the
National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992.
“As MHA (respondent no.
1) has no role to play in the
matter, it is requested that
the Ministry of Minority Affairs (respondent no. 3) may
deal with the matter in consultation with the Ministry of
Education and the Ministry
of Law and Justice (respondent no. 2) and also protect

the interest of MHA in the
writ petition,” the apex
court’s office reported.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said he would look into the issue, and sought
some time to peruse an affidavit already filed by the Ministry of Minority Affairs.
In its affidavit, the Ministry said that States where
Hindus were numerically
low could consider granting
them minority status at state
level.
Mr. Upadhyay has argued
that the followers of Judaism, Baha’ism and Hinduism cannot establish educational institutions of their
choice.
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ABSTRACT

The Startup India initiative
How lack of representation for marginalised groups as well as the heavy clustering of start-ups in
certain regions have led to entrepreneurial disparities

THE GIST
Minister for Commerce
and Industry Piyush Goyal
stated that the Startup India
portal had more than
65,000 startups registered.
Of these, 40 attained the
‘unicorn’ status in the last
twelve months, bringing the
total as of date to 90. He
noted that India now ranked
third among global startup
eco-systems.

B

However,
entrepreneurship continues
to be “highly concentrated”
in three megacities, namely,
Mumbai, Bengaluru and
Delhi NCR. Such
concentration can lead to
increased economic
inequality and hinder
emergence of entrepreneurs
from other regional clusters.

B

The Startup India Action
Plan document has no
mention of the words
‘caste’, ‘tribe’,
‘marginalised’, ‘indigenous’
or ‘social group’. This
contradicts the initiative’s
very notion of making
entrepreneurship in India
inclusive. The
under-representation could
be due to multiple factors
such as caste-based
economic exclusion, the
urban and rural divide, lack
of access to quality
education and limited social
networks.

B

Saptaparno Ghosh

Anish Tiwari, Colm O’Gorman and Teresa
Hogan, ‘The good, the bad, and the ugly of
‘Startup India’ — a review of India’s
entrepreneurship policy’ , Economic & Political
Weekly (EPW), Vol (50), 2021.
A research paper from Dublin City University in
Ireland, reviewing India’s entrepreneurial policy
Startup India, affirmed its positive impact in
reducing regional entrepreneurial disparities.
However, it cited shortcomings in addressing the
under-representation of women and marginalised
caste groups in the national startup ecosystem.
The paper was published in the Economic and
Political Weekly in December 2021. Startup India
was introduced in 2016 as a “clarion call to
innovators, entrepreneurs, and thinkers of the
nation to lead from the front in driving India’s
sustainable growth and create large scale
employment opportunities.”
Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush
Goyal informed the Lok Sabha the other week that
the entrepreneurial portal had more than 65,000
startups registered. Of which, 40 attained the
‘unicorn’ status in the last twelve months,
bringing the total as of date to 90. He stated that
India ranked third among global startup
eco-systems.
Addressing regional entrepreneurial
disparities
The evidence collated by authors of the research
paper suggested that the networking, training and
mentoring facilities provided by Startup India
alongside entrepreneurship outreach campaigns
in tier-2 and tier-3 cities, helped address regional
entrepreneurial disparities in India. The program
was aimed at scouting entrepreneurs from these
cities and integrate them into the portal. It would
then facilitate a network between venture capital
funds, angel networks, banks, incubators,
accelerators, universities, legal partners,
consultants and research & development
institutions.
The paper states the initiative helped redirect
many State govts’ policymaking in favour of
startups. Quoting from Startup India’s Report
(2018), the researchers mention, only four States
had dedicated startup policies prior to its launch.
After its launch and as of December 2019, 23
States and two Union Territories had formulated a
dedicated startup policy.
Heavy concentration in megacities
Despite the initiative, the researchers pointed out
that entrepreneurship continued to be “highly
concentrated” in three megacities, namely,
Mumbai, Bengaluru and Delhi NCR. The three

cities accounted for 93% of all funding raised
between 2014 and 2019. The paper pointed out
that India’s venture capital industry is also
clustered in and around these three cities.
The same notion was established by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its Pilot Survey on
the Indian Startup Sector (2019). The research
involving 1,246 participants stated nearly
three-fourths of the participants were from
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana, Delhi and
Tamil Nadu.
Quoting from recent studies, the researchers
stated that such concentration can lead to
increased economic inequality and hinder
emergence of entrepreneurs from industries
other than those belonging to the clusters. The
spurt of industries (in this case, startups) create
employment opportunities, this furthers a
demand for leisure and essential amenities among
the populace. In turn, this furthers employment,
economic activity and efficiency. However, this
takes place at the expense of another area having
previously failed to enable a suitable supportive
ecosystem.
According to results computed by the
researchers in the paper, 30% of all States and
Union Territories in India have an equal or higher
proportionate share in the Dept for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade’s (DPIIT) recognised
start-up pool in relation to their share in the
country population.
Ensuring representation
The researchers point out that the 40-page
Startup India Action Plan document has no
mention of the words ‘caste’, ‘tribe’,
‘marginalised’, ‘indigenous’ or ‘social group’.
According to them, this contradicts the
initiative’s very notion of making
entrepreneurship in India inclusive. The
under-representation could be due to multiple
factors, the paper states, such as caste-based
economic exclusion, the urban and rural divide,

lack of access to quality education and limited
social networks. Additionally, the policy’s reliance
on technology does not take into consideration
India’s digital divide, especially with respect to
urban and rural areas.
With reference to government data from 2013,
the paper concluded that SC and ST share in
ownership of agricultural establishments
including farming, livestock, fishery and forestry
were higher in comparison to non-agricultural
establishments. They were based majorly in rural
areas in comparison to urban areas. Most of them
operated without any hired workers, indicating
that a significant number of these enterprises
were necessity-based undertakings not creating
any significant job opportunities. According to
economist Thorsten Beck, necessity-based or
subsistence entrepreneurship refer to businesses
that are run informally and through
self-employment. A large number of these are set
up owing to lack of employment opportunities in
the formal sector. “The evidence thus suggests the
need for targeted measures to promote
technology-and innovation-driven
entrepreneurship among SC and ST communities.
However, the Startup India policy document in its
present form does not address this issue,” the
paper noted.
Women in the industry
In February, the Minister of State for Commerce &
Industry Som Prakash, in response to a question
on women entrepreneurship under Startup India,
had informed that of 62,000 startups registered
with the DPIIT, 46% of them had at least one
woman director. RBI’s pilot survey had earlier
stated that 5.9% of participating startups in its
survey had a female founder in comparison to
55.5% of the opposite gender. The remaining
38.6% had both male and female co-founders.
Mr Som had also apprised the house of
dedicated measures taken to spurt women
entrepreneurship. 10% of the fund in the Fund of
Funds operated by Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI) has been reserved for
women-led startups. Further, all the alternate
investment funds where the SIDBI takes equity
have been mandated to contribute 20% in
business which are women led, women
influenced and women employment or women
consumption centric. He also informed the house
about capacity building programmes and the
dedicated webpage for women on the portal. As
per the established arrangement, the DPIIT
allocates funds to SIDBI, which in turn invests the
money in alternative investment firms (AIFs). The
latter would then raise matching funds, and post
fundraising, invest the money and disburse to
startups, the paper informs. This is done to avoid
any potential accusation of ‘favouritism’.
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EXPLAINER

The phenomenon of coral bleaching

THE GIST
Corals are marine
invertebrates or animals not
possessing a spine. They
share a symbiotic
relationship with
single-celled algae called
zooxanthellae.

B

Bleaching happens when
corals experience stress in
their environment due to
changes in temperature,
pollution or high levels of
ocean acidity. Over the last
couple of decades, climate
change and increased global
warming owing to rising
carbon emissions and other
greenhouse gases have
made seas warmer than
usual.

B

Coral reefs support over
25% of marine biodiversity.
Also, coral reef systems
generate $2.7 trillion in
annual economic value
through goods and service
trade and tourism.

B

How important are coral reefs to the marine ecosystem? Can this process be reversed and the reefs rejuvenated?
Diksha Munjal

The story so far: The management
authority of the world’s largest coral reef
system, Australia’s Great Barrier Reef,
confirmed on March 25 that the reef is
experiencing a mass coral bleaching event.
This is the sixth time that the coral reef
system is being hit by a widespread and
damaging bleaching event and the fourth
time in six years that such an event has
occurred. The bleaching event coincides
with a 10-day UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization) scientific mission currently
underway in Australia.
What are coral reefs?
Corals are marine invertebrates or animals
not possessing a spine. Each coral is called a
polyp and thousands of such polyps live
together to form a colony, which grows
when polyps multiply to make copies of
themselves.
Corals are of two types — hard coral and
soft coral. Hard corals, also called
hermatypic or ‘reef building’ corals extract
calcium carbonate (also found in limestone)
from the seawater to build hard, white coral
exoskeletons. Soft coral polyps, however,
borrow their appearance from plants, attach
themselves to such skeletons and older
skeletons built by their ancestors. Soft corals
also add their own skeletons to the hard
structure over the years and these growing
multiplying structures gradually form coral
reefs. They are the largest living structures
on the planet.
Corals share a symbiotic relationship with
single-celled algae called zooxanthellae. The
algae provides the coral with food and
nutrients, which they make through
photosynthesis, using the sun’s light. In
turn, the corals give the algae a home and
key nutrients. The zooxanthellae also give
corals their bright colour.
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is the
world’s largest reef system stretching across
2,300 km. It hosts 400 different types of
coral, gives shelter to 1,500 species of fish
and 4,000 types of mollusc.
What is coral bleaching?
Bleaching happens when corals experience
stress in their environment due to changes
in temperature, pollution or high levels of

ocean acidity. Under stressed conditions, the
zooxanthellae or food-producing algae living
inside coral polyps start producing reactive
oxygen species, which are not beneficial to
the corals. So, the corals expel the
colour-giving zooxanthellae from their
polyps, which exposes their pale white
exoskeleton, giving the corals a bleached
appearance. This also ends the symbiotic
relationship that helps the corals to survive
and grow.
Bleached corals can survive depending on
the levels of bleaching and the recovery of
sea temperatures to normal levels. If
heat-pollutions subside in time, over a few
weeks, the zooxanthellae can come back to
the corals and restart the partnership but
severe bleaching and prolonged stress in the
external environment can lead to coral
death. Over the last couple of decades,
climate change and increased global
warming owing to rising carbon emissions
and other greenhouse gases have made seas
warmer than usual. Under all positive
outlooks and projections in terms of cutting
greenhouse gases, sea temperatures are
predicted to increase by 1.5°C to 2°C by the
time the century nears its end.
The first mass bleaching event had
occurred in 1998 when the El Niño weather
pattern caused sea surfaces in the pacific
ocean to heat up; this event caused 8% of the
world’s coral to die. The second event took
place in 2002. In the past decade, however,
mass bleaching occurrences have become
more closely spaced in time, with the longest
and most damaging bleaching event taking
place from 2014 to 2017. This started with
reefs in Guam in the Western Pacific region
getting affected, to then affecting the North,
South-Pacific, and the Indian Ocean. Global
temperature in 2017, was the third-highest to
ever be recorded. In the 2014-17 event, more
than three times as many reefs were exposed
to bleaching-level heat stress as compared to
1998.
A 2021 study by the Global Coral Reef
Monitoring Network (GCRMN), which is
supported by the United Nations, showed
that 14% of the world's coral on reefs had
been lost between 2009 and 2018, with most
of the loss attributed to coral bleaching.
Why does it matter?
Coral reefs support over 25% of marine
biodiversity, including fish, turtles and

lobsters; even as they only take up 1% of the
seafloor. The marine life supported by reefs
further fuels global fishing industries. Even
giant clams and whales depend on the reefs
to live. Besides, coral reef systems generate
$2.7 trillion in annual economic value
through goods and service trade and
tourism. In Australia, the Barrier Reef, in
pre-COVID times, generated $4.6 billion
annually through tourism and employed
over 60,000 people including divers and
guides. Aside from adding economic value
and being a support system for aquatic life,
coral reefs also provide protection from
storm waves.
Dead reefs can revive over time if there
are enough fish species that can graze off the
weeds that settle on dead corals, but it takes
almost a decade for the reef to start setting
up again. The reefs which were severely
damaged in 1998 did recover over time.
What is the current condition of the
Great Barrier Reef?
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) released its report
this month, which warned that the life of the
Great Barrier is in grave danger. The report
said that if temperatures continue to rise,
bleaching events may occur more often and
a large proportion of the remaining reef
cover in Australia could be lost.
Just a couple of weeks after this warning,
the Barrier Reef Authority confirmed a mass
bleaching phenomenon affecting all pockets
of the reef system.
The Authority said that its a first that the
current bleaching event has occurred during
a La Niña weather pattern, when warm areas
in the pacific ocean shift, giving more cloud
cover, rain and creating cooler weather
conditions over the reef. The Guardian
quoted Dr. David Wachenfeld, the chief
scientist of the reef managing authority, as
saying, “The climate is changing and the
planet and the reef is about 1.5 degrees
centigrade warmer than it was 150 years ago.
Because of that, the weather is changing.
Unexpected events are now to be expected.
Nothing surprises me anymore.” The
Authority further stated that bleached reefs
are affected at different levels from mild to
severe, and while stressed, they are alive and
could recover if temperatures moderate.
The 10-day UNESCO mission which is
currently in Australia is supposed to assess

how much the country’s administration is
doing to pull the reef out of danger. Climate
activists have said that it is important that
the scientists are shown the extent of the
coral bleaching to give a true picture of the
reef’s condition, rather than just being
shown the vividly coloured unaffected reef
patches.
In July last year, Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison had managed to convince
UNESCO to not list the Great Barrier Reef as
being in danger, even as the Heritage agency
had recommended such a listing earlier that
year. In 2015, when UNESCO had threatened
to downgrade the Barrier Reef’s World
Heritage Listing, Australia created a "Reef
2050" plan, putting billions of dollars into
protecting it.
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Underwater peril: A diver
swimming among the
corals on the Great Barrier
Reef, off the coast of
Queensland, Australia.
*

AFP

Strategic link: Two out of three tunnels have been completed on the Zojila axis and will be
thrown open around Deepavali this year. NISSAR AHMAD
*

Zojila tunnel work apace,
deadline advanced to 2024
1,000 workers toiled through winter to speed up project
Peerzada Ashiq
SONAMARG (Ganderbal)

With the military confrontation with China in Ladakh
putting extra pressure on
mobilisation of men and machinery in the past two
years, around 1,000 workers
stayed put in snow-bound
Sonamarg in central Kashmir this winter to advance
the deadline by two years
for all-weather connectivity
with Ladakh through 18-kmlong multiple tunnels to
cross the treacherous Zojila
mountain pass.
With the backdrop still covered with snow, Harpal
Singh, project in-charge of
Megha Engineering and Infrastructure Ltd. (MEIL), exuded confidence about the
opening of the Zojila tunnel
for defence forces and emergency services by 2024, two

years ahead of the 2026 deadline. This will ensure that
the mobilisation of the Army
and machines to the strategic cold desert is no longer affected by closure of five or
six months due to snowfall.
“We are increasing the
strength of workers from
1,000, who worked all
through the tough winter period, to 2,500 in the summer. This tunnel will provide
an all-weather link with Ladakh and help the Army defend the motherland better,
given the confrontation on
the borders,” Mr. Singh said.
According to the official figures, India shares 3,488 km
of border with China and
1,597 km of it runs through
Ladakh. Union Minister for
Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari inspected the progress of the work

last September and pressed
for early completion of the
strategic road, as the talks
between India and China
showed little progress on the
border confrontation.
“The 468-metre Nilgrar
Tunnel 1 and 1976-metre
Tunnel 2 are already
through. The Zojila tunnel,
which is a single-tube tunnel
of 13 km in length, is under
construction,” Mr. Singh
said.
‘Reduced travel time’
The tunnel will connect Baltal in Kashmir with Minamarg in Ladakh. “This will
reduce travel time by twoand-a-half hours. Once the
tunnels are through, one can
drive from Sonamarg to Minimarg in less than 30 minutes. At present it takes two
to three hours,” he said.
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General Studies Paper I

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

India and its neighbourhood- relations;
Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

K

Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M
N
O
P
Q

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

I
J

R
S

Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T
U
V
W
X

Various forces and their mandate;

A
B

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

C

Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D

Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

E
F
G

Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;

H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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