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Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
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All Cabinet Ministers in Sri
Lanka resigned late on Sun-
day, amid raging protests by
citizens asking the Rajapak-
sa administration to quit for
“failing” the country in its
crisis response. 

They submitted their re-
signation to Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa, who re-
mains in o�ce and is sche-
duled to meet President Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa on
Monday morning, Leader of
the House Dinesh Gunawar-
dena announced. This paves
the way for President Gota-
baya to form a fresh Cabinet,
amid demands from coali-
tion partners for a “caretak-
er government”. 

Cabinet members who re-
signed include three mem-
bers of the ruling family — Ir-

rigation Minister Chamal
Rajapaksa and Finance Mi-
nister Basil Rajapaksa, and
Sports Minister Namal Raja-
paksa, who was among the
�rst to resign at a heated dis-
cussion among the Prime
Minister and Cabinet mem-
bers, informed sources said.

Earlier, defying a curfew
imposed by the government,
Sri Lanka’s Opposition par-
ties, several student groups
and citizens took to the
streets on Sunday, as public

outrage swells over the Raja-
paksa administration’s res-
ponse to the economic cri-
sis. 

Authorities blocked ac-
cess to major social media
sites and messaging apps in
the early hours of Sunday,
reportedly seeing them as
forums for anti-government
mobilisations, but it was re-
voked later. 

Mahinda remains
Prime Minister, 
to meet President
Gotabaya today
Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Seeking answers: Students blocking a highway in Colombo 
on Sunday demanding that the government step down. * AP

All Ministers quit in Sri Lanka 
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Separately, Sri Lanka’s
main Opposition party Sa-
magi Jana Balawegaya (SJB)
sought to hold a protest
march at Colombo’s Inde-
pendence Square on Sun-
day morning, when police
and troops blocked them
from marching to the ve-
nue. 

The Samagi Jana Balawe-
gaya’s allies and other pro-

minent members of the Op-
position, who were also
present, said the Emergen-
cy and curfew were aimed
at “quelling people’s prot-
ests”. 

Leader of the Opposition
Sajith Premadasa accused
the government of resort-
ing to “autocratic mea-
sures” and “dictatorship”
to silence people’s voices.

All Cabinet Ministers
quit in Sri Lanka 
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Pakistan’s beleaguered
Prime Minister Imran Khan
bowled a yorker at his rivals
on Sunday by getting the
presidential nod for the dis-
solution of Parliament, a
move dubbed “unconstitu-
tional” by the Opposition
parties. The latter have ap-
proached the Supreme
Court to challenge the move.

In a suo motu hearing on
the issue later on Sunday,
the Supreme Court barred
all state institutions from tak-
ing any “extra-constitution-
al” steps in the wake of the
dismissal of the no-con�-
dence vote in the National
Assembly. A three-judge
Bench led by Chief Justice of
Pakistan Justice Umar Ata
Bandial heard the matter.

Court hearing today
Chief Justice Bandial ob-
served that public order
must be maintained and no
state functionary shall take
any “extra-constitutional”
steps in the prevailing politi-
cal situation, adding that all
orders and actions initiated
by the Prime Minister and
the President regarding the
dissolution of the National
Assembly will be subject to
the court’s order. The top
court adjourned the hearing
till Monday.

Earlier, Deputy Speaker
Qasim Khan Suri dismissed
the no-con�dence motion
moved by the Opposition
against Prime Minister Khan,
terming it against the Consti-

tution and rules of Pakistan.
Mr. Suri chaired the crucial
session after Opposition par-
ties �led a no-con�dence
motion against Speaker Asad
Qaiser.

The stunned Opposition
termed the entire process
unconstitutional and its law-
makers refused to leave the
premises of the Parliament
House which was protected
by security personnel.

Mr. Khan, who had e�ec-
tively lost majority in the
342-member National As-
sembly, made a brief address
to the nation in which he
said he has recommended
dissolution of the House and
sought fresh elections. 

Later, President Arif Alvi’s

o�ce said he has dissolved
the National Assembly ac-
cording to the advice of the
Prime Minister. 

Mr. Khan congratulated
the nation for the no-trust
motion being dismissed, say-
ing the Deputy Speaker had
“rejected the attempt of
changing the regime [and]
the foreign conspiracy”.

Federal Cabinet dissolved
A close aide of Mr. Khan and
former information minister
Fawad Chaudhry tweeted
that the federal Cabinet has
also been dissolved.

However, Mr. Khan will
continue working as interim
Prime Minister.

Former Pakistan Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharif said
Mr. Khan and all others in-
volved in the “conspiracy”
against the nation are guilty
of high treason and should
be tried for desecrating the
Constitution.

Pakistan’s Army said it
had “absolutely nothing” to
do with the prevailing politi-
cal situation in the country.
Military spokesman Maj.
Gen. Babar Iftikhar made the
remarks in the wake of rejec-
tion of the no-con�dence
motion and subsequent dis-
solution of the National As-
sembly by the President.

Pakistan Army chief Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa met
the Prime Minister at least
twice last week.

No-trust vote dismissed, Imran
gets Pak. Parliament dissolved
Opposition turns to top court after President acts on Prime Minister’s advice
Press Trust of India
Islamabad

New turn: Supporters of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party raising slogans in favour of
Prime Minister Imran Khan, outside the National Assembly in Islamabad on Sunday. * AP
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India’s engagement with the
Indo-Paci�c region goes
back several centuries and
the country stands for an
open, balanced, rules-based
and stable international
trade regime in the strategi-
cally vital region, President
Ram Nath Kovind has said.

Interacting with young
students at the prestigious
Institute of International Re-
lations here on Saturday,
President Kovind said India’s
approach is based on coop-
eration and collaboration
and is elaborated through
the vision of SAGAR (Securi-
ty and Growth for All in the
Region).

“SAGAR guides our ap-
proach towards both the In-
dian Ocean and the Indo-
Paci�c regions,” he said in a
statement issued by the Ex-
ternal A�airs Ministry on
Sunday.

“While ‘Indo-Paci�c’ is a
recent addition to the geo-
political lexicon, India’s en-
gagement with the Indo-Pac-
i�c region goes back several
centuries. The dynamism
and vitality of the region
make it a global economic

centre. We stand for an
open, balanced, rules-based
and stable international
trade regime in the Indo-
Paci�c,” the President said,
in a veiled reference to Chi-
na which has been acting ag-
gressively in the region.

India, the U.S. and several
other world powers have
been talking about the need
to ensure a free, open and
thriving Indo-Paci�c in the
backdrop of China’s rising
military manoeuvring in the
resource-rich region.

China claims nearly all of
the disputed South China

Sea, though Taiwan, the Phi-
lippines, Brunei, Malaysia
and Vietnam all claim parts
of it. Beijing has built arti�-
cial islands and military in-
stallations in the South Chi-
na Sea. China also has
territorial disputes with Ja-
pan in the East China Sea.

President Kovind began
his three-day visit to Turk-
menistan during which he
will meet the leadership of
the Central Asian country
and discuss ways to boost bi-
lateral ties. This is the �rst vi-
sit of the Indian President to
independent Turkmenistan.

‘Engagement with Indo-Paci�c
goes back several centuries’
India stands for a balanced, rules-based regime, says Kovind
Press Trust of India
Ashgabat

Floral tributes: President Ram Nath Kovind pays respect to
Mahatma Gandhi in Ashgabat on Sunday. * PTI
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The Russian invasion of Ukraine has
led to a �urry of diplomatic activity
in New Delhi: some visitors came to
test the waters, some to discuss life
beyond Ukraine, some to seek soli-
darity, and some others to issue
veiled warnings. New Delhi has been
forthcoming and patient. What, ho-
wever, hasn’t gone down very well in
India is the public chastisement of its
Russia policy i.e., the decision to
continue its trade with Russia and
unwillingness to condemn Russian
aggression. It appears that several
visitors to New Delhi miss a crucial
point: India is not in Europe even if it
shares, despite the occasional aber-
ration, many of the norms and values
held dear by much of the interna-
tional community. More importantly,
notwithstanding the Indian diaspora
in the West and the warmth of peo-
ple-to-people contacts, India is a
post-colonial country with under-
standable sensitivities about how
Western interlocutors engage the
country.

More so, it is unfair to ask a deve-
loping country �ghting serious eco-
nomic hardships and recovering
from the debilitating impact of CO-
VID-19 not to buy discounted Russian
oil, especially when some of India’s
critics are still buying energy from
Russia, discounted or not. Several
Western policy commentators are
aghast as to why India is unwilling to
endure some economic pain to send
a loud and clear message that it
doesn’t not support territorial ag-
gression by any country. The answer
once again lies in the state of India’s
economy, its need for unrestricted
supply of defence equipment, and its
geopolitical location. There is little
doubt that the Ukraine war will im-
pact the Indian economy, slowly per-
haps but steadily for sure. Unfortu-
nately for India, the sanctions on
Russia have come at a time when the
Indian economy is still recovering
from the impact of COVID-19.

The strawman arguments
One of the arguments that is emphat-

ically made by several of India’s
partners in the West is that the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war is a broader con�ict
between democracies and non-de-
mocracies, and therefore India must
decide which side of the ideological
divide it wants to be on. That is not
just a baseless myth, but a dangerous
trope that can plunge the interna-
tional community into another need-
less ideological rivalry. This is not so-
mething that New Delhi should get
caught in. Russia’s military aggres-
sion is unjusti�ed, and India’s deci-
sion to abstain from condemning
Russia is based on a geopolitical ra-
tionale ( just like India did not con-
demn the American invasion of Iraq
in 2003); it has nothing to do with In-
dia being any less of a democracy.

The second argument is that Rus-
sia is unlikely to help India in a future
con�ict with China. This argument is
not without merit, but then again, it
misses the point. Russia may not
help India against China in the longer
run, but India certainly cannot a�ord
to have yet another unfriendly coun-
try in an otherwise deeply unfriendly
region. And that is sound strategic ra-
tionale for not alienating Russia. This
argument also implies that the West
may not stand by India when it
comes to China if India doesn’t stand
by them today. This argument over-
looks the reality that China is a chal-
lenge to the U.S. as well as to India,
albeit in varying degrees. India needs
the assistance of its partners to meet
the China challenge, but this is hard-
ly a one-way street.

Charms of the swing state
This is also India’s big power mo-

ment. The fact that both the oppos-
ing sides in this war are rushing their
senior interlocutors to New Delhi to
woo India also shows that India is the
most sought-after swing state in the
contemporary international system,
a role it has played well so far. Des-
pite being in an adversarial relation-
ship with India, China sees merit in
reaching out to India to convince the
latter to move on with business as
usual notwithstanding what it did to
India in 2020.

China sees the Ukraine war as an
opportunity to construct an anti-
American world order by forging
some regional unity. This at least
partly explains Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister Wang Yi’s recent visit to South
Asia. Then came Russian Foreign Mi-
nister Sergey Lavrov, the only recent
visitor to have managed a personal
meeting with the Indian Prime Minis-
ter. The meeting is also a clear indica-
tion of the Indian leadership’s intent
not to abandon Moscow, at least not
yet.

The U.S. is also keen to retain In-
dia in its fold. For sure, it doesn’t
want to lose the exceptional gains it
has made with India over the past
two decades. The visitors from the
U.K. and Germany also want New
Delhi on their side. New Delhi may
indeed be on their side, but not in
the manner they would like India to
be.

By refusing to fully ally with either
side and yet maintaining good rela-
tions with both, New Delhi may have
�nally experimented with the tenets
of strategic autonomy that it has long
professed but struggled to practice.
Contemporary Indian diplomacy is a

textbook example of a swing state
that refuses to swing either way.

Between the present and future
Yet, there is a time to be a swing
state, and a time to think beyond it.
There is little doubt that the war will
quicken the fundamental transfor-
mations that Asian geopolitics was al-
ready undergoing. Southern Asia’s
continental geopolitics is now China-
centric. It is only a matter of time be-
fore the rest of the Asian region be-
comes China-centric as well. The U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan, its cur-
rent focus on Russia and Ukraine, the
further weakening of Russia, and
Beijing’s proactive outreach to the re-
gion with money and muscle will
eventually lead to the end of Indian
primacy in the region and the rise of
a China-centric Asian geopolitical or-
der. 

When the Ukraine war is done and
dusted, India will be relegated to a
weaker position in the region that it
was before the war began. The cur-
rent adrenaline rush in New Delhi of
being a swing state courted by va-
rious powerful suitors will eventually
fade away. That is the harsh reality of
geopolitics. That is precisely why
New Delhi should play its cards ex-
tremely well right now to invest in fu-
ture geopolitical dividends. Decision-
makers in New Delhi will have to go
back to the drawing board and create
long-term plans to engage the region,
including China, and the internation-
al community.

Put di�erently, New Delhi will
need to keep in mind its long-term
objectives even during the delicate
balancing that it is doing today. Ideal-
ly, in the longer run, India would like
to have both the West and Russia on
its side. But given how this war is un-
folding and the manner in which
Beijing is making its moves, New Del-
hi may indeed �nd it harder than ev-
er to manage the growing contradic-
tions between the West and Russia.
Geopolitical choices are almost nev-
er black and white, nor are they al-
ways readily available. Sometimes,
therefore, states must proactively try
to shape the environment to gener-
ate new options. It is New Delhi’s
turn to do so.

Happymon Jacob is Associate Professor,
Centre for International Politics,
Organization and Disarmament, School of
International Studies, JNU, New Delhi

New Delhi should play its cards extremely well right now to invest in future geopolitical dividends 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in
New Delhi. * PTI 

Playing the strategic autonomy game 

Happymon Jacob
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Several weeks into the Russia-
Ukraine con�ict, which has
become a virtual proxy war

with the United States and the
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) providing military as-
sistance to Ukraine to persist in its
�ght against Russia, the fog of war
has not lifted. Some direct talks
between Russian and Ukrainian
representatives have taken place
but these have been of little avail.
At this point it seems unlikely that
an end to the ongoing humanitar-
ian disaster is in sight.

Boost for the U.S.
It is increasingly evident that this
is a war that nobody wants, least of
all the Ukrainians or even the Rus-
sians; yet no one seems to be mak-
ing the right moves to end the con-
�ict. For NATO and its allies in
Europe, this is not a con�ict they
wished to wage at this time. For
the U.S., however, the unity dis-
played by NATO currently has
been a major boost, reinforcing its
belief that European security is in-
extricably linked to a strong and
united NATO. Whether with the
help of NATO, the U.S. has suc-
ceeded in isolating Russia in Eu-
rope is still an open question, but
the U.S. can feel satis�ed with the
outcome as of now.

In the meantime, the carnage in
Ukraine continues. Ukraine’s Pre-
sident Volodymyr Zelensky, for his
part, might claim that he is ready
to discuss neutrality, even as Rus-
sia, while continuing with its mili-
tary operations, has been sending
out feelers that it could consider
limiting the con�ict. However, in
e�ect the two antagonists appear
to be talking past rather than to
one another. 

What is more unfortunate is
that the world is standing by, al-
lowing the con�ict to continue —
with the West encouraging rather
than restraining Mr. Zelensky from
‘baiting’ Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin. Neither the United Na-

tions, nor any of the major coun-
tries, have seriously explored any
peace moves, nor followed up on
what Mr. Zelensky means when he
says that he is ready to discuss
neutrality. To an outsider, it looks
as if Ukraine has become a pawn in
the power game between the West
and Russia.

Seize the chance
If indeed the world is approaching
a tipping point, then what is need-
ed is less, not more, of the kind of
grandstanding employed by Mr.
Zelensky (occasionally laced with
a demand for direct talks with Mr.
Putin), or the charade of negotia-
tions that are currently taking
place between Ukraine and Rus-
sian negotiators. It may be too
much to expect the Russian side to
demonstrate proper contriteness
for the unfortunate killing of thou-
sands of civilians, but pressure
should be brought on Russia to try
and enter into more realistic nego-
tiations with Ukraine. The West al-
so needs to play a more active role,
and try to devise a ‘Peace Plan’ tak-
ing advantage of the occasional
statements made by both sides
about their willingness to halt the
con�ict.

The crying need today is for a
peace plan which even if it does
not fully satisfy the requirements
of either Russia or Ukraine — and
obliquely that of the U.S. and the
West — will at least ensure a cessa-
tion of hostilities and prevent the
con�ict from becoming further en-
larged, resulting in a wider con�a-
gration involving more countries
and more powers. It should not
prove too di�cult, or beyond the
realm of possibility, to arrive at a
peace arrangement or devise a
plan, that would accommodate
Ukraine’s professed need for neu-
trality (with or without assured
guarantees) and Russia’s concern
about the further Eastward push
of NATO (that implicitly threatens
Russia’s security).

Working out an arrangement
down to the smallest detail would,
however, entail a great deal of
‘shuttle diplomacy’ by interlocu-
tors acceptable to both Russia and
Ukraine, who also have the neces-
sary ‘gravitas’ to undertake such a
task. Speed is of the essence, as
with each passing day, the risk of a

wider con�agration increases. The
world is not bereft of individuals
who can play a critical role as in-
terlocutors at this time, but it de-
mands both honesty of purpose
and the will to overcome the odds. 

The use of sanctions
To begin with, the West should re-
consider its current obsession
with imposing additional sanc-
tions on Russia, in the expectation
that this would lead to the collapse
of Russia and an end to the ‘regal-
ity’ of Mr. Putin. It might be ar-
gued that there is greater merit in
imposing economic sanctions on a
country than in launching an all-
out war. 

Notwithstanding this, and des-
pite the pressure that sanctions
have put on the Russian economy
(its economy is expected to plunge
by anything between 12% to 15%
over the next few months), the ju-
ry is still out on whether economic
pain of this kind would lead any
country — at least in the short and
the medium term — to alter its
mindset. Iran is a classic instance.

In the meantime, several well
regarded economists have come
out with their views regarding the
‘unintended consequences’ of the
overuse of sanctions. Their refrain
is that “the over use of economic
weapons could reverse the pro-
cess of globalisation that has al-
lowed the modern world to prosp-
er”. Similar concerns exist about
the fragmentation of the global
payment situation. Certain ex-
perts have again warned that the
sanctions regime placed on Rus-
sia, unless calibrated very careful-
ly, could exacerbate food shortag-
es in low income countries. The
short point is that economic sanc-
tions, while seemingly an excel-
lent option, can also have delete-
rious consequences for much of

the world.
It would also be interesting to

speculate on some of the spillover
e�ects of the Russia-Ukraine con-
�ict. Indisputably, Russia’s inabili-
ty to coerce Ukraine into submis-
sion within a very short time
frame has dented Russia’s image
as also that of its vaunted military
machine. While many explana-
tions for Russia’s slow advance in
Ukraine may be forthcoming,
what must have surprised, if not
shocked, Russia is that the 30-na-
tion NATO should have displayed
this degree of cohesion in the face
of the Russian onslaught. This
would have been a wakeup call for
Russia, and a clear boost to the ef-
forts of the West to contain what it
perceived as Russian
neo-imperialism.

What is ahead for Russia
If Mr. Putin’s e�ort to ‘correct his-
tory’ was the trigger for the Uk-
raine crisis — one that did not quite
follow the script he had hoped for
— there could be a similar and
equally less palatable fallout for
the West as well: more speci�cally,
the U.S. and its hopes to reclaim
global leadership. According to
many analysts, one fallout of the
current con�ict in Ukraine is likely
to be a further cementing of the al-
ready deepening Russia-China
strategic relationship, which has
been in evidence over the past sev-
eral months. The degree of unity
displayed by the West, and the de-
termination to stand together, is
expected to result in taking the ex-
isting Russia-China relationship to
the next level, approximating to
what existed prior to the Great
Communist Divide in the early
1960s. Some analysts even argue
that a clue to this can be found in
some of Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing’s recent utterances, wherein
he has talked of the need to revive
the spirit of the Korean War of the
1950s.

Several possibilities arise if the
Russia-West divide was to crystal-
lise along the current lines. Almost
certainly, one will see a reshaping
of the world energy map, if cur-
rent embargoes on Russian oil and
gas were to continue. 

Oil �ows to Europe would the-
reupon come mainly from West
Asia and the U.S.; in turn countries

such as China and India may be-
come major importers of crude
from Russia. It is uncertain at this
time whether this would be a prac-
ticable proposition over the longer
haul, but new permutations and
combinations are certain to take
place.

India’s stand
Next, even as China and Russia re-
lations become further streng-
thened, the question before India
would be how it should position it-
self. Till now, India had taken a
consistent stand of not criticising
or condemning Russia on any ac-
count, including its invasion of Uk-
raine. This was largely based on
India’s long-term defence and oth-
er relationships with Russia. This
could undergo changes. One
might also anticipate a further
churn in the politics of West Asia —
where the Abraham Accords in
2020 seemed to bring a certain de-
gree of normalcy and stability.
Iran’s posture and politics will also
play an important role in shaping
the politics of this region.

One thought that cannot be dis-
missed as being entirely frivolous
is whether repeated accusations
levelled by the West against Mr.
Putin of attempting to use nuclear
weapons to devastate Ukraine, are
a prelude to, or a curtain raiser, for
experimentation — more impor-
tantly, preparing the public to con-
sider removing the current taboo
regarding nuclear weapons. Re-
peated references, without provid-
ing any evidence, would seem to
suggest that this might possibly be
a smokescreen for such experi-
mentation. For instance, it may
not be too outlandish for both
sides to consider the use of minia-
turised nukes with precision
(drone) delivery mechanisms. If
the Russia-Ukraine war were to
persist, one could even envisage
the possibility of the use of micro
nuclear payloads mated to minia-
turised precision delivery me-
chanisms. One hopes that before
this, saner voices across the world
would prepare the way for a peace
package in Ukraine.

M.K. Narayanan is a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau, a former National
Security Adviser and a former Governor
of West Bengal

Yes, a Ukraine peace plan is possible 
Even if it does not fully meet the requirements of either Moscow or Kyiv, it would at least prevent a wider con�agration 

M.K. Narayanan
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Over the last several months,
arguments challenging the
constitutionality of the

marital rape exception in Section
375 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
had gripped the Delhi High Court.
While the judgment in those peti-
tions is still awaited, in one clean
swoop Justice M. Nagaprasanna of
the Karnataka High Court on
March 23, 2022, in the case of
Hrishikesh Sahoo vs State of Karna-
taka, pronounced the end of the
marital rape exception. 

The background
Outcomes in judicial proceedings
are almost always shaped by the
cases which come before the
courts. This judgment was a result
of a unique case where a woman
had �led a criminal complaint of
rape against her husband due to
the repeated acts of sexual assault
she had to face. The police regis-
tered her complaint under Section
376 notwithstanding the marital
rape exception, a charge sheet was
�led and the Sessions Judge took

cognisance and framed charges
under Section 376. The husband
�led an application to drop the
charge of Section 376 but the Ses-
sions Judge rejected it. This led to
the husband approaching the High
Court seeking to quash the crimi-
nal proceedings.

In a nuanced and far-reaching
judgment, Justice Nagaprasanna
refused to quash the charge of
rape against the husband. He held
that if a man, being a husband is
exempted for his acts of sexual as-
sault, it would destroy women’s
right to equality, which is the very
soul of the Constitution. He held
that the Constitution recognises
and grants equal status to women,
but the exception to marital rape
in the IPC amounts to discrimina-
tion because a wife is treated as
subordinate to the husband. The
Constitution considers marriage
as an association of equals and
does not in any sense depict wo-
men to be subordinate to men and
guarantees women the fundamen-
tal rights under Articles 14, 15, 19
and 21 the right to live with dignity,
personal liberty, bodily integrity,
sexual autonomy, right to repro-
ductive choices, right to privacy,
right to freedom of speech and ex-
pression. He held that the exemp-
tion of the husband on committal
of such assault/rape cannot be so
absolute that it becomes a licence

for commission of a crime; in pro-
vocative words he stated, “a man
is a man; an act is an act; rape is a
rape, be it performed by a man the
“husband” on the woman “wife”,
and refused to quash the case. 

Earlier judgments
There have been other judgments
which have already been a precur-
sor to doing away with this excep-
tion. In Independent Thought vs
Union of India (2017), the Supreme
Court of India diluted it and re-
moved the exception to marital
rape to a wife not below 15 years
and made it 18 years. The Court
stated that this would not amount
to removing the exception to mar-
ital rape for women above 18 years
as that was not the case before it,
but Justice Madan B. Lokur in simi-
lar words held, “... a rape is a

rape... A rape that actually occurs
cannot legislatively be simply
wished away or legislatively de-
nied as non-existent....” The Court
held that a girl cannot be treated
as a commodity having no say over
her body or someone who has no
right to deny sexual intercourse to
her husband and that the human
rights of a girl child are very much
alive and kicking whether she is
married or not. 

Roots of the principle
The exception to marital rape in
common law was due to the dic-
tum by Chief Justice Matthew Hale
of Britain in 1736 where he stated:
“But the husband cannot be guilty
of a rape committed by himself
upon his lawful wife, for by their
mutual matrimonial consent and
contract the wife hath given up
herself in this kind unto her hus-
band which she cannot retract.”
The concept that by marriage, a
woman gave up her body to the
husband was accepted as an en-
during principle of common law,
due to which a husband could not
be guilty of raping his wife. This
was therefore translated into cri-
minal codes, including the Indian
Penal Code which India adopted.

This principle has now been
completely abolished. In the Unit-
ed Kingdom, in 1991, the exception
to marital rape was done away

with in the case of R. vs R. The
House of Lords held that where
the common law rule no longer
even remotely represents what is
the true position of a wife in pre-
sent-day society, the duty of the
court is to take steps to alter the
rule. The court held that a hus-
band’s immunity as expounded by
Chief Justice Matthew Hale no lon-
ger exists and took the view that
the time had arrived when the law
should declare that a rapist re-
mains a rapist subject to the crimi-
nal law, irrespective of his relation-
ship with his victim. It held that it
was the duty of the court to re-
move a common law �ction which
had become anachronistic and of-
fensive and that there was no justi-
�cation for the marital exemption
in rape.

That was in 1991, more than 30
years ago in the U.K. The Karnata-
ka High Court took a similar view
of its duties as a constitutional
court in the present case and held
that the exception to marital rape
in Section 375 is regressive, whe-
rein a woman is treated as a subor-
dinate to the husband and against
the constitutional guarantee of
equality. Our courts have now tru-
ly pronounced the death knell of
the marital rape exception.

Jayna Kothari is a Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court of India

A far-reaching verdict that ends a regressive exception 
In pronouncing the end of the marital rape exception, the Karnataka High Court has delivered a nuanced judgment 
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The story so far: The newly elected Punjab
Legislative Assembly passed a resolution,
moved by the Chief Minister himself, on
April 1 in a special session seeking the
transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab. With this,
the ‘Chandigarh question’ has resurfaced,
but this time it occupies the national
spotlight.

How did Chandigarh come to its
current status?
Chandigarh, described as a ‘planned city’
emblematic of ‘Nehruvian modernity’, is a
green�eld city, which was commissioned by
the government in independent India to
replace Lahore, which went to Pakistan after
Partition, as the capital of of Punjab.
Designed by Le Corbusier in association with
Pierre Jeanneret, it is located on the foothills
of the Shivalik Himalayas on village land
acquired from what was then the Kharar
tehsil of Ambala district. It was the capital of
undivided Punjab from its inauguration in
1953 till 1966. Under the Punjab
Reorganisation Act, 1966 following the
Punjabi Suba movement, Haryana was
carved out of the Hindi-speaking regions as a
separate State while the hill regions of
Punjab were merged with what was then the
Union Territory (UT) of Himachal Pradesh.
Chandigarh was made a UT and has
remained the joint capital of Haryana and
Punjab with State assets divided between
Punjab and Haryana in the ratio of 60:40.

What is the Chandigarh issue?
Since 1966, the lack of full rights to its capital
has remained a vexed issue in Punjab
politics. All the governments and most
political parties of Punjab have regularly
raised the demand for Chandigarh. It has
featured in all major developments, whether
it is the 1973 Anandpur Sahib resolution,
Dharam Yudh Morcha (of Akali Dal with J.S.
Bhindranwale) and the 1985 Rajiv-Longowal
Accord. Since 1966, the Punjab Assembly has
passed at least six such resolutions with the
last being in 2014 under the Shiromani Akali
Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party (SAD-BJP)
government. The BJP’s opposition to the
latest Assembly resolution is the �rst time a
political party has taken a contrarian stand.

Political actors in Punjab also interpret
any action of the Central government
vis-à-vis Chandigarh in terms of its
implications for Punjab’s claim over the city.
For example, in 2008, CM Parkash Singh
Badal withdrew his government’s No
Objection Certi�cate to convert Panjab
University, which the 1966 Act designated an
‘inter-state body corporate’, into a Central
university after criticism emerged that this
had weakened Punjab’s claim over the city.

What is di�erent this time?
The immediate provocation this time has
been two recent decisions of the Central
government, both taken in the aftermath of
SAD breaking ties with the BJP over the now
withdrawn farm laws. In February, the
Centre amended the rules governing the
functioning of the Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB), constituted under the 1966
Act, changing the eligibility criteria for the
two full-time members of the Board which
have, though technically open to all Indian
o�cials, by convention gone to o�cials from
Punjab and Haryana. O�cers from the two
States may not be able to meet the new
eligibility criteria given the technical
quali�cations speci�ed. All stakeholders in
Punjab and Haryana have objected to this
move though Haryana CM Manohar Lal
Khattar was more muted in his response.
Second, following the March-end
announcement by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, the Centre issued a noti�cation
bringing Chandigarh UT administration
employees under the Central Services Rules
with e�ect from April 1, 2022 replacing the
Punjab Services Rules. Coming within weeks
after the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) rose to
power in Punjab, this move was interpreted
not just as a continuation of the Centre’s
contentious relationship with the AAP
government in Delhi, but also as an a�ront
to Punjab’s claim over Chandigarh.

What has been the position of the
Union government on the city?
At the time of the 1966 Act, the Union
government with Indira Gandhi as Prime
Minister indicated that the UT status to
Chandigarh was temporary and that it would
be transferred to Punjab. This decision was
formalised in 1970 with Mrs Gandhi

promising Haryana funds for building its
own capital. According to the 1985
Rajiv-Longowal Accord, Chandigarh was to
be handed over to Punjab on January 26,
1986 but this never fructi�ed after the
assassination of Longowal and the long
period of militancy till the mid-1990s. The
recent developments could thus indicate a
shift in the Central government’s position.

What about Haryana?
As in Punjab, all parties in Haryana present a
common position asserting the latter’s claim
to the city and have objected to any move
which associates Chandigarh solely with
Punjab. The International Airport which
comprises territory from both the UT and
Mohali city of Punjab was inaugurated in
2015 but remains nameless as Haryana has
objected to the inclusion of Mohali in the
name claiming that Haryana has a 50% stake
in the airport. Haryana had also objected to
the name ‘New Chandigarh’ for a township
developed in the Mullanpur area adjoining
Chandigarh in Punjab. Apart from the ruling
BJP-Jannayak Janta Party, the Congress and
Indian National Lok Dal have also
condemned Friday’s resolution, and raked
up other inter-State disputes, prominently
that of the Satluj Yamuna Link.

Is there a distinctive Chandigarh
position?
Employees and unions of the Chandigarh
administration have mostly welcomed the
change in service rules since the Central
provisions carry more bene�ts, especially on
retirement age and other allowances, though
pay scale-wise Punjab rules are considered
better. After decades of existence as a UT,
Chandigarh has developed a distinctive
cultural character. Given its geographical
location at the intersection of three States, as
well as the presence of many educational
institutions, medical establishments and the
Army and Air Force, Chandigarh has
developed a unique cosmopolitanism and
become a magnet for the youth across the
north western region. City residents thus
favour the status quo. 

The Chandigarh units of political parties,
in contrast with their Punjab party units
have time and again reiterated retention of
the status quo.

What lies ahead?
While this time the issue has attracted more
attention than usual, the future depends on
the AAP’s calculations. Its Punjab mandate
indicates massive expectations from the
electorate including better service
conditions from government employees but
it has inherited a debt-ridden government.
Upping the ante on Chandigarh could buy it
time but not much else. Moreover, it wishes
to expand in other States, especially
Haryana. It also risks antagonising city
residents after performing well in the recent
Chandigarh municipal corporation elections.
As a new party without the comfort of
long-established State units, it will have to
balance these contending claims in deciding
further action.

Janaki Srinivasan is Assistant Professor at
the Department of Political Science, Panjab
University

EXPLAINER 

Why has the issue of the shared capital between Punjab and Haryana resurfaced? Is the Central government trying to fan old �ames? 

The ‘Chandigarh question’ 

THE GIST
B As per the Punjab
Reorganisation Act, 1966,
Chandigarh was made a UT
and the joint capital of
Haryana and Punjab with
State assets divided
between both States in the
ratio of 60:40. The lack of
full rights to its capital
remains a vexing issue in
Punjab politics.

B The issue has come to
light again following the
Centre’s decision to amend
the rules governing the
functioning of the Bhakra
Beas Management Board
and to bring Chandigarh UT
administration employees
under the Central Services
Rules. The latter move has
been seen as an a�ront to
Punjab’s claim over
Chandigarh.

B Given its unique
geographical location at the
intersection of three States,
Chandigarh developed a
unique cosmopolitanism and
has become a magnet for
the youth across the north
western region. City
residents thus favour the
status quo. 

Janaki Srinivasan

A new dawn: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
speaks during a one-day
special sitting of the �rst
session of the State
Assembly, in Chandigarh
on April 1, 2022. * PTI 
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O�cial industrial data from February shows out-
put in the eight core sectors grew at the fastest
pace in four months at 5.8%, aided liberally by a

low base e�ect — production had contracted 3.3% a
year earlier. However, when compared with January
2022, output in all of these sectors actually declined,
with the overall index contracting 5.3%. Electricity gen-
eration, a good indicator of business activity and which
contributes about 20% to the weight of the index, de-
clined 3.3% from the preceding month. Steel, another
index heavyweight that feeds into various sectors of the
economy from housing to cars to white goods and
small-scale engineering and parts units, dipped 5.2%
from January 2022. Making up the largest component of
the index, at about 28%, is the re�nery products catego-
ry. For a sector that facilitates other industries by po-
wering mobility, output slid 8% sequentially. The Omi-
cron wave, early in the calendar year, coupled with
rising prices likely dampened demand, signalling un-
even economic recovery from the onslaught of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The road to a full recovery looks long
and bumpy, as the latest production levels are still be-
low, or barely above, those seen pre-pandemic. In�a-
tion, which has already breached the Reserve Bank of
India’s upper tolerance limit of 6% two months run-
ning, is a threat to consumer demand. If demand re-
mains muted, or worse, slips further, the domino e�ect
upstream will only impact the core sectors further. The
RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee has its work cut out
in a meeting later this week, when the panel will decide
on benchmark interest rates that could potentially in-
�uence in�ation.

At the same time, government spending, which
could set the pace for overall growth in a stuttering eco-
nomy, has not roared forward. Capital expenditure
grew a mere 0.8% in February from a year earlier. Even
though capex had risen about 20% in the April-Febru-
ary 11-month period, the Centre still had about ₹1.2 lakh
crore left to be spent in March, and it appears unlikely
that the Government would have met its revised capex
target of ₹6 lakh crore for FY22. Though tax revenues
have been robust, the Government likely held back on
capital expenditure to help o�set the lack of divestment
proceeds it had budgeted for. Given geopolitical ten-
sions, the stock market has been too volatile for the Go-
vernment to go ahead with the initial public o�er for
LIC. The sale of stake in BPCL has also not proceeded
apace. Despite these roadblocks, the Government may
have little choice but to crank up capital spending early
in the new �scal if it wants to stoke the economy. The
multiplier e�ect would not only bene�t industries such
as cement and steel, but may also help crowd in private
investment, spurring job creation, which has been the
economy’s Achilles heel for a while now.

Lift spending 
The Centre must crank up capital spending

if it wants to stoke the economy



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

Agricultural exports are
reckoned to have crossed
$50 billion with a sharp
growth in rice, wheat, ma-
rine products, co�ee and
dairy products.

“Even a pandemic like
COVID-19 and the war-like
situation has not deterred
our export target for the
year,” Mr. Goyal said. 

He also congratulated
farmers for raising their pro-
ductivity so that wheat ex-
ports have grown from 2
lakh tonnes in 2019-20 to
21.55 lakh tonnes last year
and over 70 lakh tonnes in
2021-22. About half of this
wheat was exported to Ban-
gladesh, said Commerce Se-
cretary B.V.R. Subrahma-
nyam. “We will continue to
export wheat in a big way to
countries that have been af-
fected by the con�ict in Uk-
raine and Russia and hope
to export 100 lakh tonnes of
wheat this year comforta-
bly,” Mr. Goyal said.

Commerce and Industry Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal said to-
tal exports were about 5%
higher than the $400 billion
target for the year, which
was crossed by March 21. 

The government did not
release data on imports that
usually accompanies the of-
�cial monthly export �-
gures. 

Total merchandise im-
ports had crossed $550 bil-
lion by February 2022, lead-
ing to a trade de�cit of
$175.75 billion in the �rst 11
months of the year.

A bulk of the merchan-
dise exports growth was at-
tributed to engineering
goods and agriculture pro-
ducts’ exports, both of
which hit an all-time high in
2021-22. 

Engineering goods ex-
ports grew 46% over the
year at $111 billion, of which
about $16 billion worth
goods were shipped to the
United States alone. 

‘Goods exports up from
pre-pandemic levels’
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Are other companies using NFC tech for
payments using smartphones?
In February this year, Apple introduced Tap to
Pay on the iPhone. It will allow merchants across
the U.S. to use their iPhones to accept Apple Pay,
contactless credit and debit cards, and other
digital wallets through a tap to their iPhone
without the need for any additional hardware or
payment terminal.

At checkout, the customer just needs to hold
their iPhone or Apple Watch to pay with Apple
Pay, their contactless credit or debit card, or other
digital wallet near the merchant’s iPhone to
complete the payment using NFC technology,
Apple said in a release earlier.

What are the other applications of NFC
technology?
NFC tech has a wide range of applications besides
driving payment services like Google Wallet and
Apple Pay. It is used in contactless banking cards
to perform money transactions or to generate
contact-less tickets for public transport.
Contactless cards and readers use NFC in several
applications from securing networks and
buildings to monitoring inventory and sales,
preventing auto theft, keeping tabs on library
books, and running unmanned toll booths,
according to investopedia.

NFC is behind the cards that we wave over card
readers in subway turnstiles and on buses to
check tickets. It is present in speakers, household
appliances, and other electronic devices that we
monitor and control through our smartphones.
With just a touch, NFC can also set up WiFi and
Bluetooth devices in our homes, investopedia
noted.

It also has an application in healthcare, to
monitor patient stats through NFC-enabled
wristbands. NFC is used in wireless charging too.

How safe is this technology ?
NFC technology is designed for an operation
between devices within a few centimetres from
each other. This makes it di�cult for attackers to

NFC technology for
instant payments 
The story so far: Google Pay has recently
launched a new feature in India, ‘Tap to pay for
UPI’, in collaboration with Pine Labs. The feature
makes use of Near Field Communication (NFC)
technology. 

The functionality will allow users with
NFC-enabled Android smartphones and UPI
accounts linked to Google Pay to carry out
transactions just by tapping their phones on any
Pine Labs Android point-of-sale (POS) terminal
across the country, Google said in a release. Till
now, Tap to Pay was only available for cards.

What is NFC and how does it work?
NFC is a short-range wireless connectivity
technology that allows NFC-enabled devices to
communicate with each other and transfer
information quickly and easily with a single touch
— whether to pay bills, exchange business cards,
download coupons, or share a document.

NFC transmits data through electromagnetic
radio �elds, to enable communication between
two devices. Both devices must contain NFC
chips, as transactions take place within a very
short distance. NFC-enabled devices must be
either physically touching or within a few
centimetres from each other for data transfer to
occur.

How will this technology work with the
recently launched feature, ‘Tap to pay for
UPI’?
Google Pay has been the �rst among UPI apps to
bring the Tap to Pay feature working on POS
terminals. It will allow users with UPI accounts
con�gured on Google Pay to make payments just
by tapping their NFC-enabled Android
smartphones on any Pine Labs Android POS
terminal. Once users tap their phones on the POS
terminal, it will automatically open the Google
pay app with the payment amount pre-�lled.
Users can then verify the amount and merchant
name and authenticate the payment, using their
UPI PIN. They will be noti�ed once the payment is
successful, Google told The Hindu. 

The process is much faster compared to
scanning a QR code or entering the UPI-linked
mobile number which has been the conventional
way till now.

record the communication between the devices
compared to other wireless technologies which
have a working distance of several metres,
according to the NFC forum, a non-pro�t industry
association.

The user of the NFC-enabled device determines
by the touch gesture which entity the NFC
communication should take place with, making it
more di�cult for the attacker to get connected.
The security level of the NFC communication is by
default higher compared to other wireless
communication protocols. 

The NFC Forum has also added Peer to Peer
communication which is a mechanism to cipher
all exchanged data to avoid external interpretation
of recorded communication. Since the receiving
device reads your data the instant you send it,
NFCs also reduce the chance of human error,
according to investopedia.

Where does it stand in comparison to other
wireless technologies?
There are other wireless technologies available
which are replacing cable-based connections. The
IrDa technology is a short range (a few metres)
connection based on the exchange of data over
infrared light where the two communication
devices must be positioned within a line of sight.
Today, this technology is mainly used for remote
control devices. For larger data communication
with computer devices this technology was
replaced by Bluetooth or WiFi connections.

However, for these technologies’ receiver
devices need their own power supply due to the
larger working distance. Therefore, the receiving
device cannot be powered by the radiofrequency
(RF) �eld like in NFC, the NFC forum highlighted.
Another consequence of the larger working
distance is the need for the user to con�gure their
device and to pair them together for
communication. Connection cannot be initiated
by a simple touch gesture like in NFC.

When did NFC tech start?
In 2004, consumer electronics companies, Nokia,
Philips and Sony together formed the NFC Forum,
which outlined the architecture for NFC
technology to create powerful new
consumer-driven products. 

Nokia released the �rst NFC-enabled phone in
2007.

CACHE 

How will the ‘Tap to Pay’ feature make things easier for monetary transactions on smartphones?
What are the other uses of NFC technology? 
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NFC transmits data through
electromagnetic radio �elds, to enable
communication between two devices. 

THE GIST
B Near-�eld communication
is a short-range wireless
connectivity technology that
allows NFC-enabled devices
to communicate with each
other and transfer
information quickly and
easily with a single touch.

B NFC tech has a wide
range of applications
besides driving payment
services. It is used in
contactless banking cards or
to generate contact-less
tickets for public transport. 

B Google Pay will now
allow users with UPI
accounts to make payments
just by tapping their
NFC-enabled Android
smartphones on any Pine
Labs Android POS terminal.
This process will be much
faster compared to scanning
a QR code or entering the
UPI-linked mobile number.

Abhishek Chatterjee



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

The story so far: A February report
commissioned by the United Nations
Environment Programme on the
environmental challenges posed by
noise, wild�res and the disruption of
biological rhythms of plants, animals
and ecological cycles became
controversial on account of the mention
of a single city, Moradabad.

What was the controversy?
The �rst chapter of the report, called
Frontiers 2022: Noise, Blazes and
Mismatches, deals with noise. It
compiles studies about noise levels in
several cities around the world and
illustrates a subset of 61 cities and the
range of dB (decibel) levels that have
been measured. Delhi, Jaipur, Kolkata,
Asansol and Moradabad are the �ve
Indian cities mentioned in this list and
Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh was shown
as having a dB range from 29 to 114. At a
maximum value of 114, it was the
second-most-noisiest city in the list. The
�rst was Dhaka, Bangladesh at a
maximum value of 119 dB. 

While road tra�c, industry and high
population density are well-known
factors associated with high dB levels,
the inclusion of Moradabad appeared
strange because similar studies in the

past had never suggested it to be an
unusually noisy city. There was no
mention of the city in any of the scienti�c
reports listed out in the bibliography of
sources. A perusal of the list of research
articles, linking each city to the scienti�c
study undertaken to measure noise levels,
pointed to a study, “Environmental noise
challenges and policies in low-and
middle-income countries. South Florida
Journal of Health.” This was authored by
Dietrich Schwela, a researcher at the
University of York, but surprisingly had no
reference to Moradabad.

There were references to noise levels in

Aurangabad (40-102), Chandigarh (51-75)
and Kolkata (70-83). Schwela’s study itself
is a compilation of studies by several
authors from around the world and the
studies on Aurangabad, Chandigarh and
Kolkata were done by independent
authors. Another place that �nds itself in
the Frontiers report is Asansol, India,
again referenced to Schwela’s study and
like Moradabad has no mention in the
study.

So, is Moradabad the second-noisiest
city?
The author of that chapter, Francesco
Aletta, is based at the University College,
London, in response to queries from The
Hindu said that the confusion stemmed
from errors in the bibliography. The
actual study linked to Moradabad was:
“Assessment of noise level status in
di�erent areas of Moradabad city” by
Avnish Chauhan, of the Graphic Era Hill
University, Dehradun. Incidentally this
study was published in 2010 and, as is
routine in many studies measuring noise
levels, involved measurements in
di�erent parts of the city: residential
areas, industrial areas and commercial
places during the day and night. The 114
measurement was an average of
measurements reported from a factory in
an industrial zone. Aletta added that
inferring Moradabad to be the

‘second-noisiest city’ was incorrect
because the list of cities whose values
were illustrated were only indicative. 

The noise indicators that the di�erent
studies/reports included weren’t
“necessarily consistent/harmonised and
it was generated simply as an example of
the spread of noise values that di�erent
people have observed in di�erent cities
over time in di�erent places.”

Why are measurements of noise
important?
The latest 2018 World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines
established a health-protective
recommendation for road tra�c noise
levels of 53 dB. The Frontiers report
compiled a host of evidence, including
the adverse e�ects of noise on public
health, which range from mild and
temporary distress to severe and chronic
physical impairment. Night-time noise
disturbs sleep and a�ects well-being the
following day. 

Estimates suggest that in Europe 22
million and 6.5 million people su�er from
chronic noise annoyance and sleep
disturbance, respectively. The elderly,
pregnant women and shift workers are
among those at risk of noise-induced
sleep disturbance. Noise-induced
awakenings can trigger a range of
physiological and psychological stress

responses because sleep is necessary for
hormonal regulation and cardiovascular
functioning. Tra�c noise exposure is a
risk factor for the development of
cardiovascular and metabolic disorders
such as elevated blood pressure, arterial
hypertension, coronary heart disease and
diabetes. Long-term exposure to
environmental noise contributes to
48,000 new cases of ischemic heart
disease and causes 12,000 premature
deaths annually in Europe. 

Two 15-year-long studies of long-term
residents of Toronto, Canada found that
exposure to road tra�c noise elevated
risks of acute myocardial infarction and
congestive heart failure, and increased
the incidence of Type 2 diabetes by 8%,
and hypertension by 2%, says the report.

What is India doing about noise
pollution?
The Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) is mandated to track noise levels,
set standards as well as ensure, via their
State units, that sources of excessive
noise are controlled. 

The agency has a manual monitoring
system where sensors are installed in
major cities and few cities have the
facility to track noise levels in real time.
The CPCB also measures noise levels
before and after Diwali in major cities, to
publicise the impact of �recrackers.

The key takeaways of a UNEP report on noise pollution 
What does the Frontiers report say about the e�ects of sustained high decibel levels? Why was the inclusion of Moradabad as a noisy city cause for controversy? 

EXPLAINER 

Jacob Koshy

THE GIST
B The �rst chapter of the
February UNEP report
compiles studies about
noise levels in several cities
around the world. Delhi,
Jaipur, Kolkata, Asansol and
Moradabad are the �ve
Indian cities mentioned in
this list.

B Moradabad had never
been suggested as an
unusually noisy city. The
author of that chapter said
that the confusion stemmed
from errors in the
bibliography. 

B Adverse e�ects of noise
pollution on public health
range from mild and
temporary distress to severe
and chronic physical
impairment. 
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In what is clearly a nod to the vociferous demand for
the repeal of the unpopular Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act (AFSPA) from several States in the

northeast, especially after 13 civilians were killed in
Mon district in Nagaland in December last year, the Un-
ion Home Ministry has decided to considerably reduce
the number of “disturbed areas” under the Act in three
States. The order, from April 1, is applicable for six
months. In Nagaland, while AFSPA was removed from
the jurisdiction of 15 police stations in seven districts, it
remains in place in 57 police stations in 13 districts. The
relaxation has been most substantial in Assam, where it
has been removed entirely from 23 districts and partial-
ly from one, thus limiting its operation fully to only nine
districts. In Manipur, on the other hand, only 15 police
station areas in six districts have been excluded from
the disturbed area noti�cation, and the Act is still in
force in 82 police stations in 16 districts, including sev-
eral hill districts whether or not they adjoin the interna-
tional boundary. As things stand, the Government’s de-
cision to relax the application of the Act in speci�c
areas seems to stem from the reduction in violence and
also administrative reasons rather than as a response to
the burning question on whether the Act is essential to
security operations in these States, which have expe-
rienced insurgencies of various degrees in the past. 

While this piecemeal gesture would be welcomed by
the residents in these areas in particular, the popular
demand for the repeal of the Act in full from the three
States remains unful�lled. Despite the vociferous prot-
ests from security forces for the retention of the Act,
human rights organisations, sections of civil society
and committees including the �ve-member committee
led by retired Supreme Court judge B.P. Jeevan Reddy
in 2005, have steadfastly called for its repeal. The com-
mittee in particular had suggested that the Act had
created an impression that the people of the northeast
States were being targeted for hostile treatment and
that the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act could in-
stead be suitably amended to tackle terrorism. The Su-
preme Court-appointed Justice N. Santosh Hegde com-
mittee, in 2013, which investigated “encounter” killings
in Manipur, suggested that the Act must be properly re-
viewed every six months to see if its implementation is
necessary, but extensions of the purview of the Act
have proceeded as routine a�airs. In 2016, the Supreme
Court had also ruled that the armed forces could not be
immune from investigation for excesses committed
during the discharge of their duties even in “disturbed
areas”, in e�ect circumscribing the conditions in which
the immunity is applied. These beg the question again
— why should the Act remain in the statute?

For a full repeal 
The relaxation of AFSPA is welcome, but the
demand for full repeal should be considered 



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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