


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Sri Lanka on Tuesday an-
nounced a pre-emptive de-
fault on all its foreign debt to-
talling $51 billion as a “last
resort”, while the island na-
tion struggles to cope with a
grave economic crisis.

The government is taking
the “emergency measures”,
pending full discussions
with the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) from which
it has sought help, only to
prevent a further deteriora-
tion of the country’s �nan-
cial position, the Finance Mi-
nistry said. A comprehensive
debt restructuring pro-
gramme is now “inescapa-
ble”, it noted in a statement. 

The decision comes on
the heels of two other key
policy changes. Sri Lanka
�oated the rupee early
March, allowing for a stark
depreciation of its value — it
was nearly 320 against a U.S.
dollar on Tuesday. More re-
cently, the Central Bank in-
creased interest rates by 7
percentage points in a bid to
tighten monetary policy, ap-
parently in preparation of an
IMF package that the govern-
ment wants to “expedite”.

Expats help sought
Despite economic strains in
the past, Sri Lanka had main-
tained an unblemished re-
cord of debt servicing that

made the country a favoura-
ble partner for creditors. 

Meanwhile, the Governor
of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka has sought donations
of “much-needed foreign ex-
change” from Sri Lankans
living abroad, to augment
the country’s reserves as it
grapples with severe shor-
tages of food, fuel, and med-
icines. In a statement, re-
cently appointed Governor
P. Nandalal Weerasinghe as-
sured “well-wishers” that
their foreign currency transf-
ers would be utilised only for
“essential imports”. 

India recently extended a
billion-dollar credit line to
help Sri Lanka import essen-
tial items.

“The question now is how
ISB holders view this deci-

sion,” Opposition lawmaker
and economist Harsha De
Silva told The Hindu. He was
referring to international so-
vereign bonds or market
borrowings that form the
biggest chunk, or nearly
half, of Sri Lanka’s foreign
debt. 

“The government should
have ideally sought their
consent instead of going in
for a unilateral, hard default
like this. They have really
run out of money,” Mr. De
Silva said. 

The Opposition United
National Party has called for
“a full explanation” in Parlia-
ment, of what led to “this sit-
uation” when the legislature
convenes on April 19.

Sri Lanka announces $51-billion
debt default to combat crisis 
‘Emergency measures’ come ahead of negotiations with IMF for a loan package
Meera Srinivasan
Colombo

People’s rage: Protests in front of the Presidential Secretariat
building in Colombo on Tuesday. * REUTERS
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agreed to go in for an IMF
programme, some in Sri
Lanka have been �agging
the potential impact of IMF
conditionalities on ordinary
people, including possible
tax hikes across the board,
and a push towards privatis-
ing loss-making State-
owned enterprises.

“This IMF programme is
likely to be as consequential
as in 1977-78, when Sri Lan-
ka went through an IMF
structural adjustment pro-
gramme, as it became the
�rst country to liberalise its
economy in South Asia. It
could mean a full-blown as-
sault on what remains of our
social welfare system, dis-
possessing our working peo-
ple and jeopardising our le-
gacy of high levels of human
development,” Mr. Kadirga-
mar contended. 

Commenting on Tuesday’s
default announcement, eco-
nomist Anush Wijesinha
said in a tweet: “While this
is in e�ect a form of default,
it is better than a scenario
where GoSL simply fails to
make a particular coupon or
bond payment coming due
(several coming in the next
weeks and months); MoF
has taken a “policy stance”
applicable for all; and at-
tempts to build goodwill.”

Ahilan Kadirgamar, politi-
cal economist at the Univer-
sity of Ja�na, said the go-
vernment resorting to a
default even before com-
mencing negotiations with
the IMF meant that “Sri Lan-
ka has completely lost its
bargaining power” with the
international lender.

From the time the go-
vernment reluctantly

Sri Lanka announces
$51-billion debt default 
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India and the U.S. discussed
a broad range of issues —
from the COVID-19 response,
supply chains and climate
action to global and regional
issues — on Monday, but Rus-
sia’s war on Ukraine and its
rami�cations for the world
appeared to have been the
major theme for the day.

On the defence side, the
countries announced several
measures at enhancing
cooperation, including India
joining the Bahrain-based
multilateral partnership
Combined Maritime Force
(CMF) as an associate
partner.

“Obviously, a good part of
my meeting with Secretary
Blinken [U.S Secretary of
State Antony Blinken] in the
morning went to the ongoing
con�ict in Ukraine that has
many rami�cations,” Exter-
nal A�airs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar said at the joint press
conference of Defence and
Foreign Ministers at the State
Department on Monday
afternoon.

The Ministers “reviewed
mutual e�orts to respond to
the worsening humanitarian
crisis in Ukraine”, a joint
statement that was issued af-
ter the meeting said. Without
calling out Russia by name,
the Ministers, in their state-
ment, “urged an immediate
cessation of hostilities”, “un-
equivocally condemned civi-

lian deaths” and “under-
scored that the contem-
porary global order has been
built on the UN Charter, res-
pect for international law,
and the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of all
states”.

Mr. Blinken said it was im-
portant that all countries,
“especially those with lever-
age, to press [Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir] Putin to end
the war”. He called upon de-
mocracies to “stand togeth-
er” and speak “with one
voice” to defend their shared
values. Mr. Blinken said
these values “need to apply
everywhere” — a suggestion
that they did not only apply
to the Indo-Paci�c, where In-
dia has faced an aggressive
China on its borders, but also
to the Russia-Ukraine
situation.

Mr. Singh told the press
that he was happy India had
joined “the maritime force in
Bahrain” (presumably a refe-
rence to the CMF) and that it
would strengthen capabili-
ties in the western region.
The CMF is not bound by a
�xed political or military
mandate and exists to
“uphold the rules-based in-
ternational order” by coun-
tering illicit non-state actors
on the high seas.

Both Foreign Ministers
found themselves explaining
the India-Russia relationship
at various points during the
interaction. On India’s pur-
chases of Russian energy, Mr.

Jaishankar said, “Looking at
the �gures, probably our to-
tal purchases for the month
would be less than what Eu-
rope does in an afternoon.
So you might want to think
about that.”

He also said that the U.S.
and India discussed ways of
mitigating the negative im-
pact of the Ukraine situation
on food and energy supplies
— a topic that had also been
discussed during the virtual
meeting between Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
U.S. President Joe Biden on
Monday morning. Mr. Jaish-
ankar said that India had al-
ready started helping to sup-
ply quantities of wheat and
sugar as well to help with
global shortages.

Mr. Blinken repeatedly
stressed that India and Rus-
sia have had “a long history”
and “a long relationship” at a
time when the U.S. was not

able to partner with India,
but that the U.S. “was both
willing and able” now and
this was an area of discus-
sion today.

On Ukraine, the Secretary
said India had made “very
strong statements” con-
demning the killing of civi-
lians in Ukraine, at the U.N.,
and Mr. Jaishankar, in Parlia-
ment, had done the same.

Mr. Blinken also raised the
issue of rising human rights
abuses in India. 

India and the U.S. shared a
commitment to democratic
values, Mr. Blinken said, in-
cluding the protection of hu-
man rights. However, the
U.S. was concerned about
rising human rights abuses
in India. “We regularly en-
gage with our Indian partn-
ers on these shared values.
And to that end, we’re moni-
toring some recent concern-
ing developments in India,

including a rise in human
rights abuses by some go-
vernment, police and prison
o�cials,” he said.

India and the U.S. also
signed the Memorandum of
Understanding on Space Sit-
uational Awareness — to
further cooperation in outer-
space. Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin said that the
two sides had discussed dee-
pening cooperation not just
in outer-space but also cy-
berspace, in order to deve-
lop capabilities in both “war-
�ghting domains”.

Acknowledging India’s fo-
cus on developing its domes-
tic capabilities, the joint
statement said that the “Mi-
nisters committed to work
closely across their respec-
tive governments on co-pro-
duction, co-development,
cooperative testing of ad-
vanced systems, investment
promotion, and the develop-
ment of Maintenance Repair
and Overhaul (MRO) facili-
ties in India”.

At Monday’s press confe-
rence, Mr. Blinken said that
the U.S. continued to urge
countries to avoid major
weapons purchases from Uk-
raine but had “not yet made
a determination regarding
potential sanctions or poten-
tial waivers” under the U.S.
CAATSA (Countering Ameri-
cas Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act) law for New
Delhi’s purchase of the
S-400 Triumf missile de-
fence system from Moscow.

India, U.S. hold broad 2+2 discussions
India joins Bahrain-based multilateral partnership Combined Maritime Force as associate partner 
Sriram Lakshman
Dinakar Peri
WASHINGTON/New Delhi

Moving ahead: Rajnath Singh and S. Jaishankar with their
American counterparts in Washington. * PTI
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The story so far: The tenure of the current
President of India Ram Nath Kovind is set to
end in July this year, which is also when the
16th Indian Presidential election will be held
to elect his successor. The Assembly
elections held in �ve States this year, and the
changes in the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA), are expected to alter the dynamic of
votes in the upcoming presidential race.

How is the President elected?
The Indian President is elected through an
electoral college system, wherein the votes
are cast by national and State-level
lawmakers. The elections are conducted and
overseen by the Election Commission (EC) of
India.

The electoral college is made up of all the
elected members of the Upper and Lower
Houses of Parliament (Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha MPs), and the elected members of the
Legislative Assemblies of States and Union
Territories (MLAs). This means, in the
upcoming polls, the number of electors will
be 4,896 — 543 Lok Sabha MPs, 233 MPs of
the Rajya Sabha, and 4,120 MLAs of all
States, including the National Capital
Territory (NCT) of Delhi and Union Territory
of Puducherry.

Before the voting, comes the nomination
stage, where the candidate intending to
stand in the election, �les the nomination
along with a signed list of 50 proposers and
50 seconders. These proposers and
seconders can be anyone from the total of
4,896 members of the electoral college from
the State and national level. The rule for
securing 50 proposers and seconders was
implemented when the EC noticed, in 1974,
that several candidates, many without even a
bleak chance of winning, would �le their
nominations to contest the polls. An elector
cannot propose or second the nomination of
more than one candidate. 

What is the value of each vote and how
is it calculated?
A vote cast by each MP or MLA is not
calculated as one vote. There is a larger vote
value attached to it.

The �xed value of each vote by an MP of
the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha is 708.
Meanwhile, the vote value of each MLA

di�ers from State to State based on a
calculation that factors in its population
vis-a-vis the number of members in its
legislative Assembly. As per the Constitution
(Eighty-fourth Amendment) Act 2001,
currently, the population of States is taken
from the �gures of the 1971 Census. This will
change when the �gures of the Census taken
after the year 2026 are published.

The value of each MLA’s vote is
determined by dividing the population of the
State by the number of MLAs in its legislative
Assembly, and the quotient achieved is
further divided by 1000. Uttar Pradesh for
instance, has the highest vote value for each
of its MLAs, at 208. The value of one MLA’s
vote in Maharashtra is 175, while that in
Arunachal Pradesh is just 8. The total votes
of each Legislative Assembly are calculated
by multiplying the vote value of each MLA by
the number of MLAs.

Finally, based on these values, the total
number of votes of all Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha MPs would be 5,59,408 (776 MPs X
708), and the total votes of all MLAs from
State Legislative Assemblies would come up
to 5,49,495. Thus, the grand total vote value
of the whole electoral college comes up to
10,98,903.

What is required to secure a victory?
A nominated candidate does not secure
victory based on a simple majority but
through a system of bagging a speci�c quota
of votes. While counting, the EC totals up all
the valid votes cast by the electoral college
through paper ballots and to win, the
candidate must secure 50% of the total votes
cast + 1.

Unlike general elections, where electors
vote for a single party’s candidate, the voters
of the electoral college write the names of
candidates on the ballot paper in the order
of preference.

What can be expected in the upcoming
presidential polls?
Vice-President Venkaiah Naidu is reportedly
the frontrunner for the presidential race
nominated by the ruling NDA, unless a
second term ticket is given to Mr. Kovind.
Meanwhile, Opposition parties are
contemplating jointly putting up a candidate
for the race. As per data after the Assembly
elections held in �ve States —U.P.,

Uttarakhand, Punjab, Manipur, and Goa, the
BJP-led NDA alliance can secure a total vote
value of 5,39,827 if all its MPs and MLAs cast
their vote. 

This is still around 9,625 votes short of the
halfway mark. It is important to note,
however, that victory will be calculated
based on those who actually cast their votes
this time; their vote value will then be
divided by 50, with the number one being
added to the �gure. In the Upper and Lower
houses of Parliament, if all NDA MPs cast
their vote in favour of its nominated
candidate, it can secure a vote value of
3,23,556, and this number in the case of all
NDA MLAs voting is 2,16,271.

Things have changed for the NDA from the
2017 Presidential polls. 

In Maharashtra, which has a high total
vote value of 50,400; the BJP is no longer
allied with the Shiv Sena, which supported
the NDA candidate in 2017. The NDA now has
a vote value of 19,775 from Maharashtra’s
total. In Punjab, the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) broke away from the BJP-led alliance

over the farmers' agitation issue. Punjab has
a total vote value of 13,572, of which the
NDA’s vote value comes up only to 464. In
this year’s Assembly polls in Punjab, the BJP
did not win any more than the two seats it
already had.

After the recent U.P. Assembly election,
the NDA’s tally of MLAs in the State
Legislative Assembly went up to 273, which
if multiplied by the value of each member's
vote (208), comes up to 56,684, which is
more than half the total value of all U.P.
MLAs. 

Meanwhile, despite winning in
Uttarakhand, Goa and Manipur, the tally of
seats won by the BJP came down in all three
States compared to the previous presidential
election.

This article is written taking into
consideration all the Assemblies in the
country. However, as J&K Assembly is not
eligible to vote and only Delhi and
Puducherry UTs can (as of now) vote in the
presidential elections, the �gures might
slightly vary.

EXPLAINER 

Will the recent Assembly Elections impact the presidential election in July? How is the vote value for each MP/MLA calculated? 

The process of electing India’s President  

THE GIST
B The Indian President is
elected through an electoral
college system, wherein the
votes are cast by national
and State-level lawmakers.
In the upcoming polls, the
number of electors will be
4,896 — 543 Lok Sabha
MPs, 233 MPs of the Rajya
Sabha, and 4,120 MLAs of
all States and UTs.

B The �xed value of each
vote by an MP of the Rajya
Sabha and the Lok Sabha is
708. Meanwhile, the vote
value of each MLA di�ers
from State to State based
on a calculation that factors
in its population vis-a-vis
the number of members in
its legislative Assembly.

B Vice-President Venkaiah
Naidu is reportedly the
frontrunner for the
presidential race nominated
by the ruling NDA while
Opposition parties are
contemplating jointly
putting up a candidate for
the race.

Diksha Munjal

President Ram Nath
Kovind. * PTI 
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Rajesh Gupta & 
Kamlesh Gosai

Arecent Gazette noti�cation
regarding the creation of the
Indian Railway Management

Service (IRMS) marks a paradigm
shift in the management of one of
the world’s largest rail networks.
Eight out of 10 Group-A Indian
Railway services have been
merged to create the IRMS. They
are: Indian Railway Tra�c Service
(IRTS), Indian Railway Personnel
Service (IRPS), Indian Railway Ac-
counts Service (IRAS), Indian Rail-
way Service of Electrical Engi-
neers (IRSEE), Indian Railway
Service of Signal Engineers (IRSS),
Indian Railway Service of Mechan-
ical Engineers (IRSME), Indian
Railway Service of Civil Engineers
(IRSE) and Indian Railway Stores
Service (IRSS).

Through the UPSC
This marks one of the biggest bu-
reaucratic transformations in In-
dia since Independence. A nearly
8,000 strong cadre of the erst-

while eight services is now merged
into one.

Besides removing silos, this res-
tructuring also aims at rationalis-
ing the top-heavy bureaucracy of
the Indian Railways. Rather than
getting into a debate over the deci-
sion to create the IRMS, it is worth-
while discussing what lies ahead
for future IRMS applicants. About
four lakh applicants will apply for
the IRMS through the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC); it is
important to �gure out what the
job demands for the next 30-odd
years of their career and whether
they have the right aptitude for the
role the job demands.

Coordinated work
A typical day for an Indian Rail-
ways o�cer (in �eld postings) be-
gins at 6 a.m.; there are also con-
trol o�ce calls at odd hours in the
night. For a railway o�cer, every
day of the year is practically a
working day, and he/she has to
prove their mettle every single
day. Maintaining safety of opera-
tions and ensuring the punctuality
of trains require a wide set of
skills, from engineering to coordi-
nation. The adoption of the latest
technology and improving the e�-
ciency of logistics operations re-
quire continuous updating of
knowledge. The job of a railway of-

�cer is not meant for those looking
for a �xed hours work pro�le.

Training the future leaders of
India’s public transporter in the
rapidly evolving logistics sector of
the country is the most important
task ahead. The fact remains that
even after the creation of the
IRMS, the 8,000 strong (already
serving) o�cers of the Indian Rail-
ways will need to work in coordi-
nation and not in silos, as they will
be serving in the organisation for
decades to come. Though the
UPSC will recruit a few hundred
IRMS o�cers each year from now,
they will remain much less in num-
ber when compared to already
serving o�cers for a long time to
come. This highlights the impor-
tance of training of the existing
cadre of o�cers as they will have
to deliver on the ambitious Gati-
Shakti projects.

The task of training such a dy-

namic talent pool assumes impor-
tance in view of India’s aspirations
of becoming a $5 trillion economy
and an economic powerhouse in
the near future. The Indian Rail-
ways will play a very crucial role in
achieving key objectives with its
prestigious projects such as a net-
work of dedicated freight corri-
dors, high speed rail corridors,
station re-development projects,
the induction of Vande Bharat
trains on a large scale, and other
projects of strategic importance.
All this will require a massive re-
vamp of the capacity building eco-
system of the Indian Railways.

Chance for revamped training
The merger of services provides
an opportunity to redesign the
training for newly recruited IRMS
o�cers to make them future rea-
dy. Initial training along with mid-
career training programmes may
be reoriented. The focus should be
to create capacity to manage the
verticals of operations and busi-
ness development, infrastructure
development and maintenance,
traction and rolling stock, and �-
nance and human resource
management.

The IRMS training needs to be a
design based on competencies re-
quired for di�erent leadership
roles. Mission Karmayogi of the

Government of India provides for
competencies based postings of
o�cers. Accordingly, domain,
function and behaviour-related
competencies will need to be
mapped for the IRMS. The Inte-
grated Government Online Train-
ing (iGOT) programme of the Go-
vernment of India will be
instrumental in shaping the career
progression of IRMS o�cers.

Future IRMS o�cers should be
ready to face the challenges of
working in an organisation which
is involved in round the clock and
round the year operations, has
substantial social obligations to
meet and, at the same time, which
must earn for itself. Leading the
transformation of more than a mil-
lion workforce to meet the needs
of Gati Shakti goals is not an easy
task. Young graduates who will be
opting for the IRMS through the ci-
vil services examination should be
aspirational and agile learners.
They have the opportunity not on-
ly to serve the country’s lifeline
but also to turbocharge the engine
of the economy.

Rajesh Gupta is Director (Skill
Development, Labour and Employment),
NITI Aayog. Dr. Kamlesh Gosai is Deputy
Director General in the National Academy
of Indian Railways. The views expressed
are personal

A merger to better manage the Indian Railways 
Under the new Indian Railway Management Service, training its future leaders is the most important task ahead 
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would receive “above nor-
mal” rainfall, the agency
said.

The El Nino, character-
ised by a warming of temper-
atures in the Central Paci�c
and associated with poor
rainfall over India, is not ex-
pected to surface this year.
Its converse, or La Nina, had
helped with two years of
above normal rainfall in 2019
and 2020 and “normal” rain-
fall in 2021.

“The last two monsoon
seasons have been driven by

The southwest monsoon is
likely to be “normal” in
2022, though rainfall in Au-
gust, the second rainiest
month, will likely be sub-
dued, the private weather
company Skymet said on
Tuesday.

“Normal is 98% of the his-
torical average of 88 cm of
rainfall for the four months
from June to September,” it
said. Rajasthan, Gujarat, Na-
galand, Manipur, Mizoram
and Tripura are likely to be
rain de�cit throughout the
season. The northeastern
States have a high base level
of rainfall.

In the south, Kerala and
north interior Karnataka will
get subdued rainfall in the
core monsoon months of Ju-
ly and August. On the other
hand, the key kharif crop re-
gions of Punjab, Haryana,
and Uttar Pradesh and the
rain-fed areas of Maharash-
tra and Madhya Pradesh

back-to-back La Nina
events... the occurrence of El
Nino, which normally cor-
rupts the monsoon, is ruled
out,” Yogesh Patil, CEO, Sky-
met, said. 

However, there would be
bursts of intense rainfall, fol-
lowed by long dry intervals,
he added.

Another factor that in-
�uences monsoon is the In-
dian Ocean dipole, whose
“positive” phase corres-
ponded to good rainfall and
“negative” the opposite.

“The Indian Ocean dipole is
neutral, albeit having a pro-
pensity of negative inclina-
tion... Monsoon will have to
ride over ENSO — neutral
conditions, while battling re-
sistance from IOD, especially
during the second half of the
season. This possibly can
lead to extreme variability in
the monthly rainfall distribu-
tion,” the agency said.

The �rst half of the mon-
soon — June and July — is ex-
pected to be better than the
second. June was expected
to get 7% more rain than nor-
mal, July 100%, August 95%
and September, when the
monsoon starts to wane,
90%. The past few years, ho-
wever, have seen unusually
high rainfall in September. 

The India Meteorological
Department , which issues
the o�cial forecast, is ex-
pected to announce its �rst
forecast later this week. The
agency follows a multi-stage
forecast system with an up-
date in June.

No El Nino expected, it will be a
‘normal’ monsoon, says Skymet
Private agency says rain will be subdued in August; IMD forecast later this week
Jacob Koshy
New Delhi

Grey skies: The �rst half of the monsoon — June and July — is
expected to be better than the second. * FILE PHOTO
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Evidence on Early Childhood Education
(ECE) suggests that children who engage in
early and play-based learning activities have
better developmental outcomes than those
who don’t. The National Early Childhood
Care and Education Curriculum Framework
in 2013 mandated a ‘play-way’ curriculum in
all Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) and pres-
chools. In 2018, the government launched
the ‘Transformation of Aspirational Dis-
tricts’ initiative. One of the components in-
volved capacity building, improving infras-
tructure, and nurturing a child-centric
environment in the AWCs of these districts.
The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020,
envisions universalising Early Childhood
Care and Education through Anganwadis.
However, the advent of COVID-19 led to an
abrupt halt in ECE services and progress.

AWCs fall under the Integrated Child De-
velopment Services (ICDS) Scheme. Pres-
chool education is one of the six services
provided in this package. AWCs are expected
to provide preschool education through low-
cost, locally sourced material that caters to
the sociocultural context of mothers, and
children below six years. The infrastructure
usually consists of an open space and one or
two rooms to carry out activities. On the oth-
er hand, private preschools usually mimic
the formal schooling approach in terms of in-
frastructure and learning activities.

Learning crisis
Evidence on AWCs and private pre-schools
indicates that neither model provides appro-
priate inputs for the holistic development of
young children. An impact study on early
childhood by the Centre for Early Childhood
Education and Development at Ambedkar
University and ASER Centre found that chil-
dren who regularly participate in a pres-
chool programme perform better than chil-
dren who do not. But at the same time,
preschool education (AWCs or private pres-
chools) is not developmentally appropriate
for children. As a result, children’s early
learning outcomes were nowhere close to
the expected levels. An all-India survey of
young children by ASER in 2019 found that
not even half of the enrolled children bet-
ween the ages of four and eight could per-
form age-appropriate cognitive tasks.

The cause of this learning crisis in Angan-
wadis may lie in the fact that such centres are

under-resourced and overburdened. A re-
port on the ICDS by the Ministry of Women
and Child Development identi�ed the ab-
sence of adequate space, lack of play-based
learning materials, low investment in ECE
and “constraints of human resources” as
some key reasons for this situation. It said
the implementation of the ICDS scheme in
AWCs was uneven across States. The report
also highlighted the lack of research and de-
velopment in non-formal preschool educa-
tion, making it one of the weakest dimen-
sions of the ICDS model. The evidence
showed a severe de�cit in the delivery of
quality ECE services even before COVID-19.

The pandemic has impacted 28 million
young children across India due to the spo-
radic closure of AWCs and private schools
(UNICEF). As a consequence, any progress
made in ECE may be reversed. However, in-
novative strategies were devised to continue
early education in some States. In Gujarat,
the ‘Umbare Anganwadi (doorstep Angan-
wadi)’ initiative, a video series consisting of
educational modules and easy-to-follow ac-
tivities, was telecast every alternate day and
streamed on online platforms to promote in-
teractive learning. Similarly, Anganwadi
workers in Haryana, Punjab, Odisha and Bi-
har visited homes to conduct activities with
children. However, anecdotal evidence sug-
gests that access to these strategies was not
uniform. They also placed a huge burden on
Anganwadi workers. Paramjeet, an Angan-
wadi worker in Punjab, said, “We give activ-
ities for children via WhatsApp, but I cannot
reach all children as every parent does not
have a smartphone. Sometimes, I cannot
track children as the parent who owns the
smartphone is at work.” To understand the
repercussions of school closures, ASER con-
ducted three �eld surveys in 2021 and found
that the learning abilities of children had re-
gressed. As we move into the third year of
the pandemic, more children may be enter-
ing primary school severely unprepared.

Improving the model
The Anganwadi model has been struggling to
deliver quality ECE, but the potential of An-
ganwadis remains enormous. Over the
years, Anganwadi workers have ensured last-
mile delivery of ECE and education care
schemes. It is crucial to leverage their vast
reach by �lling implementation and infras-
tructural gaps. If we increase the honorari-
um of Anganwadi workers, build capacity
and invest in research and development of a
meaningful ECE curriculum, AWCs will be
an ideal launchpad for children entering
primary school.

Avantika Thareja is research associate at ASER Centre

A model struggling to deliver 
Anganwadi workers have the potential to revive early childhood
education, but they are underpaid and overburdened 

Avantika Thareja
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Undergraduate and post-
graduate students will
soon be able to pursue two
degrees simultaneously. 

University Grants Com-
mission Chairman M. Jaga-
desh Kumar said on Tues-
day that the new system
would come into force dur-
ing the academic session
2022-23 and the guidelines
would be issued on Wed-
nesday. Universities will
have the �exibility to de-
cide if they want to provide
such a scheme. 

UGC allows
enrolling for
two degrees 
Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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der this scheme. The eligi-
bility criteria for di�erent
courses as well as admission
policies will be determined
by each university. 

Once the guidelines are
made public, the UGC will
inform educational insti-
tutes of the decision, which
will have to then approach
their statutory bodies that
will bring out the academic
ordinance to implement the
guidelines.

Students can thus pursue
two o�ine programmes
from one university or two
or choose an o�ine pro-
gramme with either an on-
line or an open and distance
learning programme.

The guidelines will only
be applicable to lecture-
based programme, includ-
ing undergraduate, post-
graduate, and diploma pro-
grammes. M.Phil. and Ph.D.
programmes will not fall un-

UGC allows enrolling
for two degree courses
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The lingering COVID-19 crisis
is a good time to revive an is-
sue that is, oddly, slow to

come to life in India — universal
health care (UHC). Meanwhile,
UHC has become a well-accepted
objective of public policy around
the world. It has even been largely
realised in many countries, not
only the richer ones (minus the
United States) but also a growing
number of other countries such as
Brazil, China, Sri Lanka and Thai-
land. Some of them, such as Thai-
land, made a decisive move to-
wards UHC at a time (20 years ago)
when their per capita GDP was no
higher than India’s per capita GDP
today. The time has come for India
— or some Indian States at least —
to take the plunge.

The basic idea of UHC is that no
one should be deprived of quality
health care for the lack of ability to
pay. This idea was well expressed
— in archaic words perhaps — by
Aneurin Bevan, the �ery founder
of the National Health Service
(NHS) in Britain. “No society,” he
said, “can legitimately call itself ci-
vilised if a sick person is denied
medical aid because of lack of
means.” The same idea inspired
the Bhore Committee report of
1946, where a case was made for
India to create its own NHS-type
health-care system.

Routes to UHC
In concrete terms, UHC typically
relies on one or both of two basic
approaches: public service and so-
cial insurance. In the �rst ap-
proach, health care is provided as
a free public service, just like the
services of a �re brigade or public
library. If this sounds like socialist
thinking, that is what it is. Interest-

ingly, however, this socialist pro-
ject has worked not only in com-
munist countries such as Cuba but
also in the capitalist world (well
beyond the United Kingdom).

The second approach allows
private as well as public provision
of health care, but the costs are
mostly borne by the social insu-
rance fund(s), not the patient, so
the result is similar: everyone has
access to quality health care. So-
cial insurance is very di�erent
from a private insurance market.
The simplest variant is one where
insurance is compulsory and un-
iversal, �nanced mainly from gen-
eral taxation, and run by a single
non-pro�t agency in the public in-
terest. That is how it works in Ca-
nada (province-wise), and to vary-
ing extents in other countries with
“national health insurance” (e.g.,
Australia and Taiwan). This single-
payer system makes it easier for
the state to bargain for a good
price from health-care providers.
But some countries have other
models of social insurance, based,
for instance, on multiple non-pro-
�t insurance funds instead of a sin-
gle payer (Germany is one exam-
ple). The basic principles remain:
everyone should be covered and
insurance should be geared to the
public interest rather than private
pro�t. 

Some challenges
Even in a system based on social
insurance, public service plays an
essential role. In the absence of
public health centres, dedicated
not only to primary health care
but also to preventive work, there
is a danger of patients rushing to
expensive hospitals every other
day. This would make the system
wasteful and expensive. As it is,
containing costs is a major chal-
lenge with social insurance, be-
cause patient and health-care pro-
vider have a joint interest in
expensive care — one to get better,
the other to earn. One possible re-
medy is to require the patient to
bear part of the costs (a “co-pay-

ment”, in insurance jargon), but
that con�icts with the principle of
UHC. Recent evidence suggests
that even small co-payments often
exclude many poor patients from
quality health care.

Another challenge with social
insurance is to regulate private
health-care providers. Here, a cru-
cial distinction needs to be made
between for-pro�t and non-pro�t
providers. Non-pro�t health-care
providers have done great work
around the world (including the
U.S., where most hospitals were
non-pro�t institutions just a few
decades ago). For-pro�t health
care, however, is deeply proble-
matic because of the pervasive
con�ict between the pro�t motive
and the well-being of the patient.
This calls for strict regulation, if
for-pro�t health care is allowed at
all.

Today, most countries with
UHC rely on a combination of pu-
blic service and social insurance.
For all we know, however, the NHS
model based on plain public ser-
vice may be the best approach.
Private non-pro�t health care can
be regarded as a form of public
service, and private for-pro�t
health care tends to defy disci-
pline. A vibrant NHS is hard to
beat.

The word “vibrant”, of course,
is critical. I am referring not only
to good management and adeq-
uate resources but also to a sound
work culture and professional eth-
ics. A primary health centre can
work wonders, but only if doctors

and nurses are on the job and care
for the patients. India’s public
health services have a bad name in
that respect, but they are improv-
ing, and they can improve more.

Right to health care
What would be a possible route to
UHC for India today? The private
sector is too entrenched for a NHS
to displace it in the near future.
But it is possible to envisage a fra-
mework for UHC that would build
primarily on health care as a pu-
blic service, and have a chance at
least to converge toward some sort
of NHS in due course.

This framework might be called
“healthcare as an optional public
service” (HOPS). The idea is that
everyone would have a legal right
to receive free, quality health care
in a public institution if they wish.
It would not prevent anyone from
seeking health care from the priv-
ate sector at their own expense.
But the public sector would gua-
rantee decent health services to
everyone as a matter of right, free
of cost.

In a sense, this is what some In-
dian States are already trying to
do. In Kerala and Tamil Nadu, for
instance, most illnesses can be sa-
tisfactorily treated in the public
sector, at little cost to the patient.
There is a thriving private sector
too, begging for better regulation
and restraint. But health care of
decent quality is available to eve-
ryone as an optional public
service.

HOPS would not be as egalitar-
ian as the NHS or national health
insurance model where most peo-
ple are in the same health-care
boat. But it would still be a big step
toward UHC. Further, it is likely to
become more egalitarian over
time, as the public sector provides
a growing range of health services.
If quality health care is available
for free in the public sector, most
patients will have little reason to
go to the private sector.

What about social insurance? It
could play a limited role in this fra-

mework, to help cover procedures
that are not easily available in the
public sector (e.g., high-end sur-
geries). Social insurance, however,
carries a risk of tilting health care
towards expensive tertiary care,
and also towards better-o� sec-
tions of the population. The exten-
sion of social insurance to for-pro-
�t health-care providers is
especially risky, given their power
and in�uence. There is a case for
social insurance to work mainly
within the non-pro�t sectors (pu-
blic and private), leaving out for-
pro�t health care as far as
possible.

The main di�culty with the
HOPS framework is to specify the
scope of the proposed health-care
guarantee, including quality stan-
dards. UHC does not mean unli-
mited health care: there are al-
ways limits to what can be
guaranteed to everyone. HOPS re-
quires not only health-care stan-
dards but also a credible method
to revise these standards over
time. Some useful elements are al-
ready available, such as the Indian
Public Health Standards.

Tamil Nadu is well placed to
make HOPS a reality under its pro-
posed Right to Health Bill. Tamil
Nadu is already able to provide
most health services in the public
sector with good e�ect (according
to the fourth National Family
Health Survey, a large majority of
households in Tamil Nadu go to
the public sector for health care
when they are sick). The scope
and quality of these services are
growing steadily over time. A Right
to Health Bill would be an invalua-
ble a�rmation of the State’s com-
mitment to quality health care for
all. It would empower patients and
their families to demand quality
services, helping to improve the
system further. Last but not least,
it would act as a model and inspi-
ration for all Indian States.

Jean Drèze is Visiting Professor at the
Department of Economics, Ranchi
University, Jharkhand

HOPS as a route to universal health care 
‘Healthcare as an optional public service’ would ensure the legal right to receive free, quality care in a public institution 

Jean Drèze
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Retail in�ation accelerated
sharply to 6.95% in March,
the fastest pace of price
gains in almost a year and a
half, and marked the third
straight month when in�a-
tion exceeded the Reserve
Bank of India’s tolerance
threshold of 6%.

A surge in food price in-
�ation, which quickened to
7.68% from 5.85% in Febru-
ary, combined with rising
fuel prices and producers
passing on higher commod-
ity prices and input costs to
consumers across goods
and services to drive the ov-
erall Consumer Price Index
(CPI)-based in�ation print to
a 17-month high.

Consumers in rural India
faced a higher level of in�a-
tion than urban residents,
with overall rural in�ation

154 basis points higher at
7.66%, as the rural food
price index sped past 8% to
8.04% in March, from Fe-
bruary’s 5.81%.

“Our analysis shows the
poor are bearing the burden
of in�ation the most, given
that food — which occupies
the largest share of their
consumption basket — re-
corded the sharpest rise,”
said Dharmakirti Joshi, CRI-
SIL chief economist. 

The uptick in fuel prices
and their ripple e�ects on
transport and logistics costs
are expected to intensify in
April, economists said. 

“The complete transmis-
sion of global fuel prices on
domestic prices is expected
to be seen in April,” said Vi-
vek Rathi, director, research
at Knight Frank India.

Rural consumer in�ation touches 7.66%
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Retail in�ation nears
7% as food prices pinch 
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Bengal recorded the highest
retail in�ation at 8.85%,
while Uttar Pradesh and As-
sam both clocked 8.19% in-
�ation, followed by Madhya
Pradesh (7.89%), Telangana
(7.66%), and Maharashtra
(7.62%). 

The in�ation rate stood
between 7.4% and 7.6% for
several other provinces, in-
cluding Bihar, Jammu and
Kashmir, Haryana, Jhark-
hand and Rajasthan. 

‘Higher pace’
While economists expected
in�ation to quicken in
March, the pace was higher
than “our expectations and
alarming”, noted CARE Rat-
ings chief economist Rajani
Sinha, emphasising the fact
that the high in�ation had
spread across most catego-
ries was ‘more worrying’. 

Transport and communica-
tion in�ation, which re�ects
the pump prices of automo-
bile fuels, touched 8%.
Health costs, household
goods and services, and per-
sonal care and e�ects saw
an escalation in price pres-
sures with in�ation readings
at 6.99%, 7.67% and 8.71%,
respectively. 

While food and beverages
in�ation hit 7.47% in March,
edible oils and fats quick-
ened appreciably to 18.8%
and in�ation in vegetables
saw the rate almost double
to 11.6%, from February’s
6.1%. Meat and �sh prices
recorded 9.63% in�ation, up
from 7.45% in February.
Clothing and footwear in�a-
tion touched 9.4%, with
footwear alone touching al-
most 11.3%.

Among the States, West

Retail in�ation nears 7%
as food prices pinch 
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The government has com-
pleted transactions worth
₹96,000 crore under the
National Monetisation Pipe-
line (NMP) in 2021-22, sur-
passing the year’s target of
₹88,000 crore, according to
a top government o�cial.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had in August
last year announced NMP,
under which the govern-
ment expects to garner
about ₹6 lakh crore by leas-
ing public assets in sectors
such as airports and roads
to the private sector.

On Tuesday, Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
attended a review meeting
on the NMP, which was at-
tended by NITI Aayog CEO
Amitabh Kant, Finance Se-

cretary and Secretaries of
di�erent Ministries. The of-
�cial, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, added
that an aggregate target of
₹1.62 lakh crore had been
�rmed up for FY23.

“We are con�dent of sur-
passing the current year’s
target as well, with propo-
sals worth ₹1.63 lakh crore
of accruals and investments
in pipeline and at various
stages of processing,” the of-
�cial said.

Govt. completes NMP
deals worth ₹96,000 cr.
Centre targeted ₹88,000 crore in FY22
Yuthika Bhargava
NEW DELHI



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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