


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
forecast a ‘normal’ monsoon for this year, or 99%
of the Long Period Average (LPA) of 87 cm. The

IMD has a multi-stage monsoon forecast system. The
April forecast usually has little detail on how much rain
is expected during each of the monsoon months, and
whether the rain will be lopsided or evenly distributed
geographically. The IMD usually shares this in late May
or early June, just around the time the monsoon is im-
minent over Kerala. The forecast in April is thus only a
general indicator and of little public utility. A normal
monsoon forecast this year is also predicated on the ab-
sence of an El Niño, a warming of the Central Paci�c
linked to the drying up of monsoon rains. However,
another ocean parameter called the Indian Ocean Di-
pole, the positive phase of which is associated with
good rains, has also been forecast to be ‘neutral’ or un-
helpful for the monsoon.

There has also been another signi�cant bit of infor-
mation made public. The IMD has changed its de�ni-
tion of the LPA, which is an indication of the average
rainfall over a 50-year interval and, as per the norms of
the World Meteorological Organization to which India
is a signatory, should be updated every 10 years. For
myriad reasons, the IMD stuck with an LPA number of
89 cm (the average monsoon rain from 1951-2000) until
2018, when it was updated to 88 cm (to re�ect the aver-
age from 1961-2010). And now, to count for the 1971-
2020 interval, the number is 87 cm. While on the sur-
face, it might look like India is losing just a centimetre of
rainfall every decade, it must be remembered that this
conceals wide shifts in rainfall when computed at the
State and district levels as the monsoon rain is highly
uneven. The IMD explains the loss of a centimetre every
decade as part of a natural cycle of the monsoon where
30 years of less rain, or a ‘dry’ epoch, is followed by 30
years of a ‘wet epoch’. India began a dry epoch in the
1970-80 decade, the IMD says; it is now in a neutral
phase and will enter a wet epoch in the decade, 2030-
2040. The IMD has presented research over the years
documenting the changes in the weather and rainfall in
recent years down to sub-district levels, and has said
that global warming, in its tendency to heat the oceans,
has certainly had a role to play. Much like the update to
the average, the IMD must update some processes and
lay stress on shorter forecasts, a month or a fortnight
ahead, rather than maintain anachronistic traditions of
long-range forecasts that are neither accurate nor
useful.

Time for change 
The IMD must update some processes 

and stress on shorter forecasts 
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Pakistan on Sunday extend-
ed for two months the pe-
riod for India to transport
50,000 tonnes of wheat and
life-saving medicines as hu-
manitarian assistance to
war-torn Afghanistan via the
Attari-Wagah border
crossing.

The Foreign O�ce said
that the time granted for
transportation of the hu-
manitarian assistance ex-
pired on March 21 and the
Government of India recent-
ly requested for an exten-
sion to complete the
transportation.

‘Sincere e�orts’
“As a manifestation of our
sincere e�orts towards ad-
dressing the humanitarian
crisis in Afghanistan, it has
been decided to grant two
months’ extension to facili-
tate completion of the tran-
sportation,” the Foreign Of-
�ce said.

It added that all the mo-
dalities already decided
shall remain the same as
earlier communicated to the
Indian side and the High
Commission of India in Isla-
mabad has been informed
of the decision.

Pakistan in November
2021 approved the transpor-
tation of 50,000 tonnes of

wheat and life-saving medi-
cines as humanitarian assis-
tance from India to Afghan-
istan via the Wagah border
on an exceptional basis for
humanitarian purposes.

India had committed
50,000 tonnes of wheat for
Afghanistan because of food
shortages in the war-torn
country. Pakistan had
agreed to facilitate both Af-
ghanistan and India through
safe and duty-free transpor-
tation of the commodity. In-
dia has signed an MoU with
the World Food Programme
(WFP) on the distribution of
wheat to Afghanistan.

The wheat provided by
India is expected to help Af-
ghanistan deal with shortag-
es. According to internation-
al aid agencies, about 23
million Afghan are in need
of urgent support.

Afghanistan has been un-
der Taliban rule since Au-
gust 15 last year when the Af-
ghan hardline militant
group ousted the elected go-
vernment of president Ash-
raf Ghani .

India has not recognised
the new regime in Afghanis-
tan and has been pitching
for the formation of a truly
inclusive government in Ka-
bul besides insisting that Af-
ghan soil must not be used
for any terrorist activities
against any country.

India gets extension
to send Afghan aid
Pakistan gives two more months 
Press Trust of India
Islamabad
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Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Satur-
day wrote a letter to his In-
dian counterpart, Naren-
dra Modi, pitching for a
“meaningful” engagement
and a “peaceful resolu-
tion” of all outstanding is-
sues by the two countries,
people familiar with the
development said on
Sunday.

Mr. Sharif ’s communica-
tion came in response to a
letter sent by Mr. Modi to
the Pakistani leader con-
gratulating him on becom-
ing the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, they said.

In the letter, Mr. Sharif
said the socio-economic
development of the people
of the two countries as well
as the region could be
achieved through mea-
ningful India-Pakistan en-
gagement and peaceful re-
solution of “all outstanding
disputes”. He said “peace-
ful and cooperative” ties
were imperative for the so-
cio-economic develop-
ment of the people of the
two countries and the
region.

This, he said, could be
best achieved through
“meaningful engagement
and peaceful resolution of
all outstanding disputes,
including the core issue of
Jammu & Kashmir”. 

Pak. PM seeks
‘meaningful
engagement’ 
Press Trust of India
New Delhi
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A Sri Lankan government
delegation is headed to the
U.S. on Sunday to engage
with the IMF to secure a $4
billion package as it desper-
ately tries to salvage the
country’s beleaguered eco-
nomy currently reeling un-
der a severe forex crisis.

The delegation led by
newly-appointed Finance
Minister Ali Sabry will hold
talks with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) bet-
ween April 19 and April 24.

Mr. Sabry has said that Sri
Lanka is seeking a bailout
package of $4 billion from
the IMF, having earlier resist-
ed calls to seek a facility
from the global lender.

The visit is taking place
days after the Finance Minis-
try on Tuesday announced

that it is suspending repay-
ments of foreign debt, in-
cluding bonds and govern-
ment-to-government
borrowing, pending the
completion of a loan restruc-
turing programme with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF). Sri Lanka had to
meet $7 billion of debt pay-
ments this year.

This was the �rst ever
debt default by Sri Lanka in
its history since 1948 and the
country’s 22 million people
are facing crippling 12-hour
power cuts, and an extreme
scarcity of food, fuel and
other essential items such as
medicines.

The Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Sri

Lanka (SEC) on Saturday an-
nounced that the Colombo
Stock Exchange will remain
temporarily closed for a
week from Monday to pro-
vide investors an opportuni-
ty to have “more clarity and
understanding” of the cur-
rent economic conditions in
crisis-hit Sri Lanka that
would help them “to make
informed investment
decisions”.

Sri Lanka is facing its
worst economic crisis since
gaining independence from
the U.K. in 1948. The eco-
nomic crisis also triggered a
political turmoil in the island
nation with citizens holding
nationwide protests for
weeks over lengthy power
cuts and shortage of fuel,
food and other essentials
and seeking ouster of Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Sri Lankan delegation heads to
U.S. to seek $4-bn IMF package
It had resisted seeking help till now; Colombo Stock Exchange shut for a week
Press Trust of India
Colombo

Protesters at an event to mark the third anniversary of the
2019 Easter bomb attack in Colombo on Sunday. * REUTERS
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While India and China
have been engaging through
the BRICS framework, on
the bilateral front, India’s
message to China over the
past two years has been that
it cannot be “business as
usual” with the LAC crisis
still unresolved.

Business with Beijing
One other area of normalcy
is the trade front, where bu-
siness has been booming.
Two-way trade in 2021
reached $125 billion, cross-
ing the $100 billion mark for
the �rst time, driven by In-
dia’s imports of Chinese
goods, most notably elec-
tronic products and chemi-
cals, including Active Phar-
maceutical Ingredients
(APIs).

Trade �gures released
last week showed the trend
has continued into the New
Year, despite New Delhi’s
avowed intention of diversi-
fying imports and reducing
trade with China, with im-
ports in the �rst quarter of
2022 reaching $31.96 bil-
lion, up 15% from last year’s
�gure. Since the start of the
pandemic, India has also
imported more medical
supplies from China than
any other country.

India has, however, kept
in place measures to closely
scrutinise Chinese invest-
ments. Chinese private equi-
ty and VC investments have
fallen below $1 billion for
the �rst time since 2017, ac-
cording to research �rm
Venture Intelligence. New
Delhi has also scrutinised
the �nancial practices of
Chinese companies in India,
with the ED carrying out in-
vestigations and raids on a
number of �rms.

Most of the FDI proposals
India had received since
April 2020 are thought to be
from China-linked �rms,
and of them, 66 had been
cleared, while 193 had been
rejected or withdrawn. 

The centre will conduct
“vaccine joint research,
plant co-construction, auth-
orised local production, and
mutual recognition of stan-
dards”, the Chinese Minis-
try of Foreign A�airs said.
On Tuesday, counter-terro-
rism o�cials will meet to
discuss “targeted Financial
Sanctions Related to Terro-
rism and Terrorist Financ-
ing” during a plenary
session.

Trade options
Ahead of the summit, Sher-
pas of the �ve countries, in-
cluding MEA Secretary for
Multilateral and Economic
Relations Dammu Ravi, met
virtually on April 12-13, to
discuss the dates and format
of the meetings ahead.

At the end of the Sherpa’s
meetings, the Chinese MFA
said BRICS countries clari-
�ed a “common position on
the Ukraine issue” during
the Sherpa meeting chaired
by BRICS coordinator and
Vice-Foreign Minister Ma
Zhaoxu, expressing concern
over the humanitarian situa-
tion in Ukraine, and support
for multilateralism, adhe-
rence to the UN Charter, res-
pect for the legitimate se-
curity concerns of all
countries, and support for
continued dialogue bet-
ween Russia and Ukraine.

Speaking at the BRICS Fi-
nance Ministers meeting
earlier this month, Russian
Finance Minister Anton Si-
luanov called for the use of
national currencies for
BRICS countries, integra-
tion of payment systems
and cards, their own �nan-
cial messaging system and
the creation of an indepen-
dent BRICS rating agency.
The measures would e�ec-
tively circumvent some of
the sanctions imposed by
the U.S. and European Un-
ion, which none of the
BRICS countries have
joined.

BRICS meet likely in
June, India to attend
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson is expected to meet
leading industrialist Gautam
Adani in Gujarat during his
visit to India which begins
on April 21, sources have
said. 

Announcing the upcom-
ing visit, Mr. Johnson urged
that democracies should un-
ite in the face of growing
challenges from “autocra-
cies”. 

The visit is expected to
strengthen U.K.-India ties
against the backdrop of
Brexit and the invasion of
Ukraine by Russia. Mr. John-
son recently paid a surprise
visit to Ukraine as his go-
vernment continues to op-
pose Russian actions while
India has maintained a neu-
tral position on the matter.

“As we face threats to our
peace and prosperity from
autocratic states, it is vital
that democracies and
friends stick together. India,
as a major economic power
and the world’s largest de-
mocracy, is a highly valued
strategic partner for the U.K.

in these uncertain times. My
visit to India will deliver on
the things that really matter
to the people of both our na-
tions from job creation and
economic growth, to energy
security and defence,” Mr.
Johnson said.

To review
The Ministry of External Af-
fairs said that during the o�-
cial engagement with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
April 22, Mr. Johnson would
“review implementation of
the Roadmap 2030 and set
their vision for further inten-
sifying cooperation across
the full spectrum bilateral
ties”. The issue of Ukraine is
expected to feature promi-

nently during the o�cial
exchanges.

Apart from meeting Mr.
Adani, he will visit GIFT
(Gujarat International Fi-
nance Tech) City, and meet
Chief Minister Bhupendrab-
hai Patel. He will also pay tri-
butes at the Sabarmati Ash-
ram. 

Mr. Johnson will visit Ha-
lol, a prominent industrial
area near Vadodara which
has considerable interna-
tional manufacturing pre-
sence, including the maker
of construction equipment
JCB. There are uncon�rmed
reports that Anthony Paul
Bamford, Chairman of JCB,
who is a major donor for the
Conservative Party, will ac-
company the British Prime
Minister. 

A spokesperson of the
British High Commission
has announced that in Guja-
rat, Mr. Johnson is expected
to announce investment in
key industries in both the
U.K. and India. The visit will
give opportunity to both
sides to review progress in
the negotiation for a bilater-
al Free Trade Agreement
that is currently under way.

Boris Johnson to start
India visit from Gujarat
Ukraine to feature prominently in o�cial exchanges
Kallol Bhattacherjee
Mahesh Langa
New Delhi/Ahmedabad 

Boris Johnson
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The J&K State Investigation
Agency (SIA), constituted to
investigate militancy-related
cases, on Sunday arrested a
Kashmiri scholar for a write-
up published by him in 2011
in the magazine The Kash-
mir Walla. 

The arrest was made after
the SIA searched the o�ce
and house of arrested The
Kashmir Walla editor Fahad
Shah in Srinagar’s Rajbagh
and Soura area, and also the
residence of scholar Abdul
Aala Fazili in Humhama. Mr.
Fazili, who has a Master’s in
Pharmaceutics, is at present
a Ph.D. scholar in the De-
partment of Pharmaceutical
Sciences at Kashmir
University.

“The searches were con-
ducted in connection with
FIR No. 01/2022 under Sec-
tion 13, 18 UA(P)Act read
with sections 121, 124, 153-B
and 120-B IPC of Police Sta-
tion JIC (SIA) Jammu,
against the author of sedi-
tious article Abdul Aala Fazi-
li and the editor and other
associates of The Kashmir
Walla,” an SIA spokesper-
son said.

The SIA said the article
titled “The shackles of slav-
ery will break”, published

on November 6, 2011, “is
highly provocative, sedi-
tious and intended to create
unrest in Jammu and Kash-
mir, written with the pur-
pose of abetting the youth to
take the path of violence by
glorifying terrorism and
propagated the false narra-
tive, which is essential to
sustain secessionist cum ter-
rorist campaign aimed at
breaking the territorial inte-
grity of India.”

The SIA said the article
has used prescriptive lan-
guage with instructional in-
tent, encouraging secession-
ist elements to carry out
terror activities. 

The SIA quoted an ex-
cerpt, which read: “On the
occasion of Eid-ul-Azha, let
us all pledge in the name of
the blood of our martyrs
and tears of mothers and
sisters: that we shall always
remember their sacri�ces,
that we shall never stop our
struggle for freedom.”

The SIA said the repeated
reference to freedom and
terror out�ts’ rhetoric make
it amply clear that the arti-
cle is not merely propagan-
da. 

“Rather, it is articulation
of Pakistan ISI and the vi-
sion of its sponsored terro-
rist networks,” it said.

It abets youth for violence, says SIA
Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Kashmir scholar held
for ‘seditious’ article 
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The story so far: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) is in the news now and
often. It goes back to May 1, 1956, when an
‘Enforcement Unit’ was formed in the
Department of Economic A�airs, for
handling Exchange Control Laws violations
under the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act
(FERA). The ED today is a multi-dimensional
organisation investigating economic o�ences
under the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), Fugitive Economic O�enders
Act, Foreign Exchange Management Act and
FERA.

From where does the ED get its
powers?
When proceeds of crime (property/money)
are generated, the best way to save that
money is by parking it somewhere, so one is
not answerable to anyone in the country.
Therefore, there was a need to control and
prevent the laundering of money. The PMLA
was brought in for this exact reason in 2002,
but was enacted only in 2005. The objective
was to prevent parking of the money outside
India and to trace out the layering and the
trail of money. So as per the Act, the ED got
its power to investigate under Sections 48
(authorities under act) and 49 (appointment
and powers of authorities and other
o�cers).

If money has been laundered abroad, the
PMLA court (constituted as per the Act) has
the right to send a letter of rogatory under
Section 105 (reciprocal arrangements
regarding processes) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure. The said government can then
share the documents and evidence needed
by the agency. The preventive part is to
create a deterrent and fear in the minds of
people.

At what stage does the ED step in when
a crime is committed? 
Whenever any o�ence is registered by a local
police station, which has generated proceeds
of crime over and above ₹1 crore, the
investigating police o�cer forwards the
details to the ED. Alternately, if the o�ence
comes under the knowledge of the Central

agency, they can then call for the First
Information Report (FIR) or the chargesheet
if it has been �led directly by police o�cials.
This will be done to �nd out if any
laundering has taken place. 

What di�erentiates the probe between
the local police and o�cers of the ED?
Consider the following scenario: If a theft
has been committed in a nationalised bank,
the local police station will �rst investigate
the crime. If it is learnt that the founder of
the bank took all the money and kept it in
his house, without being spent or used, then
the crime is only theft and the ED won’t
interfere because the amount has already
been seized. But if the amount which has
been stolen is used after four years to
purchase some properties, then the
ill-gotten money is brought back in the
market; or if the money is given to someone
else to buy properties in di�erent parts of
the country, then there is ‘laundering’ of
money and the ED will need to step in and
look into the layering and attachment of
properties to recover the money. 

If jewellery costing ₹1 crore is stolen,
police o�cers will investigate the theft. The
ED, however, will attach assets of the
accused to recover the amount of ₹1 crore.

What are the other roles and functions
of the ED?
The ED carries out search (property) and
seizure (money/documents) after it has
decided that the money has been laundered,
under Section 16 (power of survey) and
Section 17 (search and seizure) of the PMLA.
On the basis of that, the authorities will
decide if arrest is needed as per Section 19
(power of arrest).

Under Section 50 (powers of authorities
regarding summons, production of
documents and to give evidence etc), the ED
can also directly carry out search and

seizure without calling the person for
questioning. It is not necessary to summon
the person �rst and then start with the
search and seizure. 

If the person is arrested, the ED gets 60
days to �le the prosecution complaint
(chargesheet) as the punishment under
PMLA doesn't go beyond seven years. If no
one is arrested and only the property is
attached, then the prosecution complaint
along with attachment order is to be
submitted before the adjudicating authority
within 60 days.

The PMLA being relatively new, can the
ED investigate cases of money
laundering retrospectively?
If an ill-gotten property is acquired before

the year 2005 (when the law was brought in)
and disposed o�, then there is no case under
PMLA. But if proceeds of the crime were
possessed before 2005, kept in cold storage,
and used after 2005 by buying properties,
the colour of the money is still black and the
person is liable to be prosecuted under
PMLA. 

Under Section 3 (o�ence of money
laundering) a person shall be guilty of the
o�ence of money-laundering, if such person
is found to have directly or indirectly
attempted to indulge or knowingly assist a
party involved in one or more of the
following activities — concealment;
possession; acquisition; use; or projecting as
untainted property; or claiming as untainted
property in any manner.

EXPLAINER 

What are the powers of the ED under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act? 

The functioning of the Enforcement Directorate 
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Under Section 50 of the PMLA, the ED
can also directly carry out search and
seizure without calling the person for
questioning. 

THE GIST
B The PMLA was brought in
to prevent parking of
money outside India and to
trace out the layering and
the trail of money. The ED
got its power to investigate
these crimes under Sections
48 and 49 of the Act.

B Whenever any o�ence is
registered by a local police
station, which has
generated proceeds of crime
over and above ₹1 crore,
the ED steps in. The ED can
also carry out search
(property) and seizure
(money/documents) if it
suspects money has been
laundered.

B Since the PMLA was
enacted only in 2005, any
ill-gotten property acquired
before the year 2005 has
no case under PMLA. 

Sonam Saigal
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The retirements in the top-
most rung of the judiciary in
2022 will encompass chang-
es in the powerful Supreme
Court Collegium and see two
new Chief Justices in a span
of months.

But the retirements come
at a time when the court is in
the process of steadying it-
self after particularly brutal
waves of the pandemic.
Even as the virus refuses to
leave for good, the court
continues to grapple with
pendency.

The Supreme Court’s sta-
tistics show that 70,362 cas-
es are pending with it as on

April 1, 2022, though over
19% of them are not ready to
be placed before a Bench for
judicial hearing as they have
not completed the required
preliminaries. While 52,110
are admission matters,
18,522 are regular hearing
cases. The number of Con-
stitution Bench cases (both
main and connected mat-
ters) totals 422.

Flurry of action
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana has been heard, time
and again, telling lawyers in
open court about the chal-
lenges of listing every case
early. 

The Supreme Court has

only recently resumed full
physical hearings after two
years of virtual system. The
court is juggling Benches,

judges are sitting in di�erent
combinations on Special
Benches to quickly hear and
dispose of pending matters,

including death penalty cas-
es. The court is seeing a �ur-
ry of action. Seven impend-
ing retirements in seven
months may slow the recov-
ery at a crucial time. Adding
to this is the fact that there
are already two vacancies.
The working judicial
strength is 32 against the
sanctioned strength of 34.

CJI’s term ends in Aug.
The row of monthly retire-
ments will start from the ve-
ry month the court goes into
its summer recess.

Justice Vineet Saran will
retire on May 10 and Justice
L. Nageswara Rao and Jus-
tice A.M. Khanwilkar on

June 7 and July 29, respec-
tively. Chief Justice Ramana
will retire on August 26. 

Justice Indira Banerjee
will exit o�ce on September
23 — reducing the number of
women judges from four to
three — followed by Justice
Hemant Gupta on October
16. 

Justice U.U. Lalit, who is
expected as per the seniori-
ty norm to be appointed
Chief Justice after Justice Ra-
mana’s retirement, will re-
tire on November 8.

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud,

the only constant in the
months of change and num-
ber four in the collegium, is
in line to take over as CJI
from Justice Lalit for a full
two-year term till November
10, 2024.

If no new appointments
are made till the retirement
of Justice Lalit on November
8, the year may see nine va-
cancies in the court.

Normally, no new ap-
pointments are made in the
�nal months of an incum-
bent Chief Justice’s tenure.
Justice Ramana’s successor,
Justice Lalit, has a little over
two months as top judge. 

Retirement spree in SC may a�ect e�orts to scale down pendency
The row of monthly retirements of judges will start from May, the very month the top court goes into its summer recess

Justice B.V. Nagarathna taking over as a judge of the 
Supreme Court. With Justice Indira Banerjee’s exit, the
number of women judges will drop to three. * ANI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

SPECIAL

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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Mankind has been shaped
by various ancient civilisa-
tions, examples being

Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Greek,
Chinese, and the Indus Valley.
These civilisations have evolved
since the time humans �rst decid-
ed to give up their nomadic, hun-
ter-gatherer lifestyle in favour of
settling down in one place. It has
been a long journey of many thou-
sands of years until we became
members of what is called the
modern civilisation, with its com-
mon features and aspirations
across the globe. The key feature
of this journey has been the ac-
cumulation of bounteous know-
ledge and the pursuit of higher
standards of living, propelled by
rapid strides in the �elds of
science and technology.

So much so, a human being has
now to be called a ‘technological
animal’, ever looking for new tools
that further his growing ambi-
tions. This relentless quest for bet-
ter living has thrown up some se-
rious issues about the values, the
purpose, the relevance, and the
consequences of a blind-folded
pursuit and application of science
and technology. Who is the mas-
ter? Science or the people? Agen-
da-setting is the key issue. 

Issues on values, interests
This is the birth centenary year of
Dr. Y. Nayudamma, Padma Shri re-
cipient, noted scientist, former Di-
rector of the Central Leather Re-
search Institute, Chennai and
former Director-General of the
Council of Scienti�c and Industrial
Research. His work, contributions
and philosophy threw distinct
light on various issues concerning
science and technology. He had
outlined a clear set of goals and
objectives and the values that
should guide their progress.

The main issues are: whether
science and technology should
adapt to the people or people
should adapt to them; whether
they should emerge from the felt
needs and concerns of the people
or should be driven from the top;
what the values are that should
guide and govern the pursuit of
science and technology and their
applications; how to contain and
handle the undesirable conse-
quences of an indiscriminate ap-
plication of these powerful tools,
and whose interests these tools
should be serving. 

Dr. Nayudamma’s work and
contributions held a mirror to
these concerns and demonstrated
how scientists and technologists
could (and can) be e�ective agents
of such change. Science pursued
in an ivory tower may not by itself
serve humanity. It should be taken
to the people in the form of e�ec-
tive technological tools that every
person could use to solve their
problems. Science should be for
society and technology should be
driven by the needs of the people. 

Reshaping leather industry
As a renowned leather scientist,
Dr. Nayudamma made a pioneer-
ing contribution to change the
face and the nature of the tannery
industry in the country. The pro-
fession of collecting hides and
skins of dead animals, which is
pursued by some traditional com-
munities, used to be looked down
upon due to factors such as the
stench and the di�cult nature of
work involved. He re�ected on
how science and technology could
make a di�erence in making this
profession widely acceptable. He
succeeded in this by enabling the
removal of the stench and improv-
ing the skills of those involved in
this job. He promoted leather pro-
ducts to improve the incomes of
tannery workers. In the process,
he proved that the application of
science and technology could help
in enhancing the economic viabili-
ty of the activity to which these
tools are applied, besides promot-
ing more gainful employment. 

As a result, the leather products

and leather industry have gained
better public acceptance. Indian
leather products are in great de-
mand in international markets.
The possession of quality leather
products such as shoes and hand-
bags have come to form a part of
one’s image. People from various
communities are now involved in
the leather industry, breaking tra-
ditional barriers and prejudices.
Thus, Dr. Nayudamma was clearly
an agent of social change.

Values guide the choice of tech-
nology. The focal values guiding
people across the globe are ‘mate-
rialism and consumerism’. The
unbridled pursuit of such ends
does not help people living in
peace with them. Hence, Indian
philosophy and thought lay stress
on a spiritual pursuit for internal
peace to live in harmony with so-
ciety and nature. Science and
technology should enable deve-
lopment that is in harmony with
nature.

Programmes and threads
I am struck by the vision of Dr.
Nayudamma as some of his views
are now re�ected in some of the
major initiatives of the Govern-
ment led by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. 

Talking about the need for em-
powerment of all sections of socie-
ty, Dr. Nayudamma — in one par-
ticular context — said that if a
woman has a bank account, she
would be treated di�erently and
respected in the family. This helps
in her emancipation. This is clear-
ly at the core of the Pradhan Man-
tri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) under
which about 50 crore bank ac-

counts have been opened to ena-
ble �nancial inclusion and empo-
werment. The PMJDY is described
as “a national mission on �nancial
inclusion encompassing an inte-
grated approach to bring about
comprehensive �nancial inclusion
of all the households in the coun-
try”. 

Self-reliance was at the core of
Dr. Nayudamma’s philosophy. He
was of the opinion that our colo-
nial past and western training,
orientation and education have
made us look to the West for the
import of technology and solu-
tions, and western remedies may
not solve India’s problems, which
are di�erent and context-speci�c.
He strongly advocated self-re-
liance in science and technology.
This is also the essence of the At-
manirbhar Bharat initiative (a vi-
sion of self-reliance) of the Prime
Minister.

Referring to the provisions of
the United Nations Charter, Dr.
Nayudamma had emphasised the
point of enabling all to live in dig-
nity, have worth, equality of
rights, better standards of life, se-
curity, etc. with the participation
of all in national endeavours. This
is the underlying principle of the
philosophy of ‘Sab Ka Sath-Sab Ka
Vikas-Sab Ka Prayas’. 

It is rare to �nd such far-sighted
and visionary scientists like Dr.
Nayudamma. It is unfortunate that
a plane crash in June 1985 claimed
his life when he was only 63 years.
India greatly misses this man of
great vision. 

Dr. Nayudamma was a link in
the chain of India’s great scienti�c
heritage. Thousands of years ago,
we had great scientists such as
Baudhayana, Aryabhata, Brahma-
gupta, Bhaskaracharya, Mahavira-
charya, Varahamihira, Kanada,
Susruta, Charaka, Patanjali, etc.
who made pioneering contribu-
tions in various �elds of know-
ledge. This tradition had dimmed
during the medieval period, which
was marked by foreign invasions. 

There are now concerted e�orts
being made to restore the pride of
being a ‘Vishawaguru’ — that India
was in the past. All of us need to

participate in this e�ort by stream-
lining our systems of education,
modes of science and research. 

We are living in times where
knowledge is the real power. We
need to empower all with the
knowledge that is the best re-
source of every individual. We
need to provide such knowledge
that enables a resolution of the
problems of our nation collective-
ly. 

Dr. Nayudamma lay stress on
the point that education is not to
provide relief and that it should re-
lease the inner potential of all to
make everyone self-reliant and
self-con�dent. We need such sys-
tems of knowledge providers in ev-
ery domain. 

Nationalism is a positive force
Dr. Nayudamma �rmly believed
that an individual �ourishes and is
at his/her best only with a sense of
community participation and in
an environment of collective en-
deavour. Such an ecosystem is
best provided when we are guided
by the spirit of nationalism. Na-
tionalism, accordingly, is a posi-
tive force for ensuring the rapid
progress of our nation by realising
the full potential of every indivi-
dual. It is not a negative factor, as
is being sought to be propagated
by some. 

The developmental strategies
followed globally, based on mod-
ern scienti�c and technological
advances, are resulting in rapid re-
source depletion, and ecological
imbalances and inequities. What is
needed are alternative develop-
ment models to ensure sustainable
and harmonious development.
For Dr. Nayudamma, the environ-
ment was not a piece of real estate.
It is a heritage to be held for future
generations and is a serious res-
ponsibility of all. 

In his birth centenary year,
1922, I pay tributes to all scientists
and technologists who are striving
for the betterment of humanity
with care, concern and
responsibility.

M. Venkaiah Naidu is the Vice-President of
India

A north pole for science and technology 
The work and contributions of Y. Nayudamma demonstrate how scientists and technologists can be agents of change 
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The story so far: Amid a surge in
cyberattacks on India’s networks, the
Centre is yet to implement the National
Cyber Security Strategy which has been
in the works since 2020.

Why does India need a
cybersecurity strategy?
As per American cybersecurity �rm Palo
Alto Networks’ 2021 report, Maharashtra
was the most targeted State in India —
facing 42% of all ransomware attacks. The
report stated that India is among the
more economically pro�table regions for
hacker groups and hence these hackers
ask Indian �rms to pay a ransom, usually
using cryptocurrencies, in order to regain
access to the data. One in four Indian
organisations su�ered a ransomware
attack in 2021. Indian organisations
witnessed a 218% increase in ransomware
— higher than the global average of 21%.

Software and services (26%), capital
goods (14%) and the public sector (9%)
were among the most targeted sectors.
Increase in such attacks has brought to
light the urgent need for strengthening
India’s cybersecurity. 

What is the National Cyber Security
Strategy?
Conceptualised by the Data Security
Council of India (DSCI), the 22-page
report focuses on 21 areas to ensure a

safe, secure, trusted, resilient, and
vibrant cyberspace for India.

The main sectors of focus of the report
are:-
�Large scale digitisation of public
services: There needs to be a focus on
security in the early stages of design in all
digitisation initiatives and for developing
institutional capability for assessment,
evaluation, certi�cation, and rating of
core devices. 
�Supply chain security: There should be
robust monitoring and mapping of the
supply chain of the Integrated circuits
(ICT) and electronics products. Product
testing and certi�cation needs to be
scaled up, and the country’s
semiconductor design capabilities must
be leveraged globally. 
�Critical information infrastructure
protection: The supervisory control and
data acquisition (SCADA) security should
be integrated with enterprise security. A
repository of vulnerabilities should also

be maintained.
�Digital payments: There should be
mapping and modelling of devices and
platform deployed, transacting entities,
payment �ows, interfaces and data
exchange as well as threat research and
sharing of threat intelligence. 
�State-level cyber security: State-level
cybersecurity policies and guidelines for
security architecture, operations, and
governance need to be developed.

What steps does the report suggest?
To implement cybersecurity in the
above-listed focus areas, the report lists
the following recommendations:
�Budgetary provisions: A minimum
allocation of 0.25% of the annual budget,
which can be raised up to 1% has been
recommended to be set aside for cyber
security. In terms of separate ministries
and agencies, 15-20% of the IT/technology
expenditure should be earmarked for
cybersecurity. The report also suggests
setting up a Fund of Funds for
cybersecurity and to provide Central
funding to States to build capabilities in
the same �eld. 
�Research, innovation, skill-building and
technology development: The report
suggests investing in modernisation and
digitisation of ICTs, setting up a short and
long term agenda for cyber security via
outcome-based programs and providing
investments in deep-tech cyber security
innovation. 

Furthermore, a national framework
should be devised in collaboration with
institutions like the National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC) and
ISEA (Information Security Education
and Awareness) to provide global
professional certi�cations in security. The
DSCI further recommends creating a
‘cyber security services’ with cadre
chosen from the Indian Engineering
Services. 
�Crisis management: For adequate
preparation to handle crisis, the DSCI
recommends holding cybersecurity drills
which include real-life scenarios with
their rami�cations. In critical sectors,
simulation exercises for cross-border
scenarios must be held on an
inter-country basis. 
�Cyber insurance: Cyber insurance being
a yet to be researched �eld, must have an
actuarial science to address
cybersecurity risks in business and
technology scenarios as well as calculate
threat exposures. The DSCI recommends
developing cyber insurance products for
critical information infrastructure and to
quantify the risks involving them.
�Cyber diplomacy: Cyber diplomacy
plays a huge role in shaping India’s global
relations. To further better diplomacy,
the government should promote brand
India as a responsible player in cyber
security and also create ‘cyber envoys’
for the key countries/regions.
�Cybercrime investigation: With the

increase in cybercrime across the world,
the report recommends unburdening the
judicial system by creating laws to resolve
spamming and fake news. It also suggests
charting a �ve-year roadmap factoring
possible technology transformation,
setting up exclusive courts to deal with
cybercrimes and remove backlog of
cybercrimes by increasing centres
providing opinion related to digital
evidence under section 79A of the IT act.

Moreover, the DSCI suggests advanced
forensic training for agencies to keep up
in the age of AI/ML, blockchain, IoT,
cloud, automation. Law enforcement and
other agencies should partner with their
counterparts abroad to seek information
of service providers overseas. 

What is the progress in its
implementation?
In the recent Budget session of
Parliament, several MPs questioned the
Ministry of Electronics & Information
Technology (MEiTy) on when the Centre
plans to introduce the policy.

In response, the Centre clari�ed that it
has “formulated a draft National Cyber
Security Strategy 2021 which holistically
looks at addressing the issues of security
of national cyberspace.” Without
mentioning a deadline for its
implementation, the Centre added that it
had no plans as of yet “to coordinate with
other countries to develop a global legal
framework on cyber terrorism.”

The status of India’s National Cyber Security Strategy 
What are the key recommendations of the Data Security Council of India with respect to framing a robust and holistic cyber security policy? 

EXPLAINER 

Suchitra Karthikeyan 

THE GIST
B The Data Security Council
of India (DSCI) has prepared
a 22-page report focussing
on 21 areas to ensure a safe
and vibrant cyberspace for
India. Some of the focus
areas are large scale
digitisation of public
services, State-level cyber
security etc.

B The report recommends a
national framework which
should be set in
collaboration with
institutions like the National
Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) and
ISEA (Information Security
Education and Awareness)
to provide global
professional certi�cations in
security. The DSCI further
recommends creating a
‘cyber security services’.

B One in four Indian
organisations su�ered a
ransomware attack in 2021,
which is higher than the
global average of 21%.
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At the �ve-day biannual Ar-
my Commanders Confe-
rence (ACC) beginning Mon-
day, the top brass will take
stock of the situation along
the borders, including the
continuing stand-o� with
China in eastern Ladakh,
and also assess any impact
of the Russian war in Uk-
raine on military
preparedness.

“The senior leadership
will review the operational
situation along the active
borders, assess threats in
the entire spectrum of con-
�ict and undertake analysis
of capability voids to further
focus on capability develop-
ment and operational pre-
paredness plans,” the Army
said on Sunday. “Discus-
sions on aspects pertaining
to infrastructure develop-
ment in border areas, mo-
dernisation through indige-
nisation, induction of niche
technology and assessment
on any impact of the Russia-
Ukraine war are also sche-
duled.” 

The ACC, which is held in
April and October every
year, is an institutional plat-
form for conceptual-level

deliberations culminating in
important policy decisions. 

The Army said various
agenda points sponsored by
regional commands would
be deliberated upon by the
senior commanders from
April 18 to 22, apart from
proposals on improving
works, �nancial manage-
ment, introducing e-vehi-
cles and digitisation. As part
of the conference, the
Boards of Governors meet-
ings of the Army Welfare
Education Society and Ar-
my Group Insurance Fund
will be organised.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh is scheduled to ad-
dress and interact with the
Commanders on April 21.

This will be the last ACC
to be chaired by Army chief
Gen. Manoj Naravane, who
is set to retire in April-end.
The government is yet to an-
nounce the Chief of Defence
Sta� (CDS) following the un-
timely death of Gen. Bipin
Rawat in a chopper crash.

The Defence Ministry and
the Services have been
keeping a close tab on the
war in Ukraine and the im-
pact the Western sanctions
on Russia can have on time-
ly supply of spares.

Army meeting to review
border situation, Ukraine
Commanders Conference from today
Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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China continues to expand
its unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) network and use in
areas close to the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC). 

There is a signi�cant in-
crease in their use for a va-
riety of tasks from intelli-
gence, surveillance and
target acquisition and recon-
naissance (ISTAR) capabili-
ties and logistics support, of-
�cial sources said citing
intelligence inputs. This fol-
lows an increasing trend in
UAV deployment by the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA)
in Tibet and along the LAC
since the stand-o� began in
eastern Ladakh in May 2020.

Uni�ed command
“It is learnt that �ight sorties
are being coordinated from a
uni�ed command centre
and are extensively moni-
tored for further improve-
ment. E�orts are being made
to cover all important loca-
tions, places in the UAV net
for better patrolling and oth-
er related activities,” said an
o�cial source citing inputs.

China is also increasingly de-
ploying its advanced UAVs in
Tibet close to the LAC,
another o�cial said.

In addition, drones have
been used for supplying vac-
cines in the border areas for
e�ective last-mile coverage
at several locations and es-
pecially opposite Arunachal
Pradesh. As the Armies of In-
dia and China prepared for
winters in the high-altitude
region, China had released
videos of swarms of quad-
copter drones being used to
supply rations and other es-
sential items to personnel
deployed close to the

border.
In line with this, the PLA

UAV units have been regular-
ly conducting exercises to
�ne-tune their employment.
One such exercise was held
in February according to in-
puts during which drones
were packed with food, wa-
ter and medicines for deliv-
ery to troops in remote
areas.

China is also trying to re-
duce its dependence on fo-
reign origin satphone com-
munications and is
promoting the use of indige-
nously built Tiantong satel-
lite communication system,

o�cials said. The testing and
use of the Tiantong system
has been noticed at several
locations along the northern
borders, the latest being
areas opposite Arunachal,
according to inputs.

As the stand-o� conti-
nues, satellite imagery from
October last year showed the
deployment of the UAVs and
�ghter jets by the Chinese
Air Force at the Ngari Gunsa
airbase located in the Ngari
prefecture, around 200 km
from the Pangong Lake. Sa-
tellite images posted on
Twitter by the open source
intelligence handle @detras-
fa_ showed what are likely
the CH-4 armed UAVs. 

Bigger plan
This is part of the massive ex-
pansion of infrastructure
and runways, construction
of habitat and support facili-
ties which has continued in
the last two years, even
while the two sides were en-
gaged in senior military com-
mander talks for disengage-
ment and de-escalation in
eastern Ladakh to end the
stand-o�.

China deploying UAVs near LAC
Intelligence, surveillance, target acquisition, reconnaissance are core tasks 

Border moves: PLA personnel and tanks during the
disengagement along the LAC in Ladakh. * FILE PHOTO

Dinakar Peri
New Delhi



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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