
India’s transition away
from coal as a fuel will be
hampered by the Russia-
Ukraine war, according to
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

“One calculation which I
think we had in our mind
was that the transition
[away from coal] ... will be
enabled my natural gas,”
Ms. Sitharaman said in
Washington DC, at a round-
table organised by the At-
lantic Council, a think-tank. 

However, the price of
crude has gone up due to
the situation in Europe, as
has the price of natural gas
— a “transition fuel” for In-
dia — in addition to it being
in short supply, said Ms.
Sitharaman, who is in
Washington D.C. for the
World Bank International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
spring meetings.

Almost all of the world’s
energy needs are met by
coal, oil and natural gas,
but coal releases almost
twice the amount of carbon

dioxide relative to natural
gas, on a kilogram-to-kilo-
gram basis. 

U.S. pressure 
India has come under pres-
sure from the U.S. to not in-
crease import of energy
from Russia, which has
been sanctioned by Europe
and the U.S. for its invasion
of Ukraine. Approximately
1-2% of India’s energy im-
ports come from Russia, as
per o�cial U.S. data, and
the government has begun
buying oil from Moscow at
a discounted price. 

“The dependence on
coal, and the speed with
which we want to get out of
it, will now be challenged,”
she said, adding that, ho-
wever, India’s commitment
with regard to renewable
energy would be met.

At the UN Climate
Change Conference (the
26th Conference of Parties -
COP26), held in Glasgow
last November, countries
agreed, after pressure from
India and China, to “phase
down” rather than “phase
out” the use of coal. India
also increased its focus on a

lack of climate �nance from
developed countries and
asked for $1 trillion in cli-
mate �nancing over the
current decade, in order to
meet its climate commit-
ments. 

Climate goals
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced on No-
vember 2 that India would
have a renewable energy
target of 500 GW by 2030
and meet 50% of its energy
needs from renewable
sources, by then. It would
achieve net zero emissions
by 2070, as per Mr. Modi. 

“Our commitments to re-
fashion our energy basket
remains intact,” Ms. Sitha-
raman said, adding that Mr.
Modi’s commitments at
COP26 are being “taken se-
riously” by India, which is
moving forward on them.
India’s non-fossil energy ca-
pacity would reach 500 GW
by 2030; it will meet 50% of
its electricity requirements
with renewable energy by
2030 and achieve net zero
emissions by 2070.

Ukraine war has hit India’s bid
to move away from coal: FM 
‘Price of natural gas — a transition fuel — has gone up and is in short supply’ 
Sriram Lakshman
Washington DC

Power point: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with IMF
Managing Director K. Georgieva in Washington. * PTI
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Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa on Tues-
day proposed restoring a le-
gislation that clips the Presi-
dent’s executive powers,
and in turn empowers the
Prime Minister and Parlia-
ment, as a “short-term” so-
lution to the country’s crip-
pling economic crisis. 

The move comes at a time
when President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and PM Mahinda
face unprecedented public
anger and criticism, seen in
the incessant citizens’ prot-
ests in the capital Colombo
and across the country. 

The demonstrators want
the ruling brothers to resign,
taking responsibility for the
meltdown that has resulted
in a severe shortage of essen-
tials and steep price rise.
While the pressure led to en
masse Cabinet resignations
earlier this month, the Presi-
dent and Prime Minister re-
main in o�ce. 

Shift in stance
Addressing the Parliament’s
�rst session after the New
Year break in Sri Lanka, Mr.
Mahinda sought implemen-
tation of the 19th Amend-
ment with “necessary and
timely amendments”, as
part of a solution based on a
“solid economic, political,
and social foundation.” 

His proposal signals a po-

tential shift in the power
centre within the ruling
camp, with Mr. Mahinda at-
tempting to regain control
by overturning the 20th
Amendment. The 2020 le-
gislation passed by the Gota-
baya administration re-
duced the Prime Minister’s
role to a ceremonial one,
while granting sweeping
powers and heightened im-
munity to the President’s of-
�ce. It essentially rolled back
the 19th Amendment passed
in 2015, months after the
Maithripala Sirisena-Ranil
Wickreemesinghe coalition
was elected to o�ce.

The development also
coincides with the Opposi-
tion’s call to abolish the
country’s Executive Presi-
dency. 

Government sources told

The Hindu that Mr. Mahinda
is expected to put forward a
Cabinet paper on restoring
the 19th Amendment early
next week, when the newly
appointed Cabinet meets for
the �rst time. He would need
a Cabinet nod to table the re-
levant Bill in Parliament. 

Protester shot dead
As protests continued, Sri
Lankan police shot dead one
man and wounded around a
dozen other protesters on
Tuesday in what the police
termed a clash in Rambuk-
kana, about 50 km northeast
of Colombo, o�cials said. 

Kegalle district hospital
authorities told the media
that one injured man had
died of bullet injuries.

Mahinda for clipping
President’s powers
He moots restoring 19th Amendment empowering PM
Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Dark times: People �ash phone lights during a protest near
the President's o�ce in Colombo on Tuesday to pay tributes
to a protester who died in alleged police �ring. * AFP
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lombo-based diplomats
condemned the use of force
against protesters.

“Deeply concerned by re-
ports of harm to protestors
in #Rambukkana. Violence
by any party involved hin-
ders the rights of all peace-
ful protestors. Restricting
use of force to the minimum
extent necessary is vital to
protect citizens and their
right to exercise fundamen-
tal freedoms,” UN resident
coordinator Hanaa Singer
said in a tweet.

The agitation intensi�ed ov-
er the past 10 days. Thou-
sands have gathered at Co-
lombo’s seafront every day,
raising anti-government slo-
gans outside the Presiden-
tial Secretariat. For more
than a month now, citizens
across the country have
been taking to the streets,
protesting against the go-
vernment’s “failed” res-
ponse to the economic cri-
sis. 

Lawyers’ groups, human
rights watchdogs, and Co-

Mahinda for clipping
President’s powers
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China said on Tuesday it had
signed a security pact with
the Solomon Islands, a �rst-
of-its-kind arrangement that
could pave the way for furth-
er Chinese security deals
overseas. 

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi and Minister of Fo-
reign A�airs and External
Trade Jeremiah Manele of
the Solomon Islands signed
an inter-governmental fra-
mework agreement on se-
curity cooperation.

Under the agreement, the
two sides “will conduct
cooperation in such areas as
maintenance of social order,
protection of the safety of
people’s lives and property,
humanitarian assistance and
natural disaster response, in
an e�ort to help Solomon Is-
lands strengthen capacity
building in safeguarding its
own security.”

Military facilities
Amid concern from Austra-
lia, New Zealand and the
U.S., the Solomon Islands
said there was no agreement
for a Chinese military base. 

However, in the wake of
China putting into use its
�rst overseas military base
in Djibouti near the Horn of
Africa in 2017, which went

against a long-standing poli-
cy of not opening foreign
bases, Chinese military ex-
perts have spoken of the
need for further facilities to
project power as well as ser-
vice China’s fast expanding
navy.

Much remains unclear
about the new agreement,
including how China plans
to support the Solomon Is-
lands in “maintaining social
order” and whether Chinese
security forces will be de-
ployed. 

Australian Foreign Minis-
ter Marise Payne said Austra-
lia was “deeply disappoint-
ed” and “concerned about
the lack of transparency
with which this agreement
has been developed, noting
its potential to undermine
stability in our region”. 

The U.S. said a delegation

this week, led by senior di-
plomat and Indo-Paci�c
coordinator Kurt Campbell,
would travel there. Discus-
sions on the agreement are
expected as well as on reo-
pening a U.S. embassy.

‘Ulterior motives’
Asked about the visit, Mr.
Wang of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry said, “The U.S. Em-
bassy in Solomon Islands
has been closed for 29 years.
The most recent visit to Fiji
made by a U.S. Secretary of
State was 37 years ago. Sev-
eral senior U.S. o�cials now
fancy a visit to some Paci�c
Island Countries (PIC) all of a
sudden after all these years.
Are they doing so out of care
for PICs or do they have ul-
terior motives? People are
keen to get an answer to this
question?”

“PICs are not the back-
yard of anyone, still less
chess pieces in a geopolitical
contest,” he added. “PICs
have the actual need to di-
versify their cooperation
with other countries and the
right to independently
choose their cooperation
partners. Sensationalising
an atmosphere of tension
and stoking bloc confronta-
tion will get no support in
the region. Attempts to med-
dle with and obstruct PICs’
cooperation with China will
be in vain.”

No plan for a Beijing military base, says Paci�c island nation
Ananth Krishnan
Hong Kong

Wang Wenbin denounced
the concerns raised by the
U.S., Australia over the deal.

China, Solomon Islands sign
landmark security agreement 
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However, the price of
crude has gone up due to
the situation in Europe, as
has the price of natural gas
— a “transition fuel” for In-
dia — in addition to it being
in short supply, said Ms.
Sitharaman, who is in
Washington D.C. for the
World Bank International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
spring meetings.

Almost all of the world’s
energy needs are met by
coal, oil and natural gas,
but coal releases almost
twice the amount of carbon

dioxide relative to natural
gas, on a kilogram-to-kilo-
gram basis. 

U.S. pressure 
India has come under pres-
sure from the U.S. to not in-
crease import of energy
from Russia, which has
been sanctioned by Europe
and the U.S. for its invasion
of Ukraine. Approximately
1-2% of India’s energy im-
ports come from Russia, as
per o�cial U.S. data, and
the government has begun
buying oil from Moscow at
a discounted price. 

“The dependence on
coal, and the speed with
which we want to get out of
it, will now be challenged,”
she said, adding that, ho-
wever, India’s commitment
with regard to renewable
energy would be met.

At the UN Climate
Change Conference (the
26th Conference of Parties -
COP26), held in Glasgow
last November, countries
agreed, after pressure from
India and China, to “phase
down” rather than “phase
out” the use of coal. India
also increased its focus on a

lack of climate �nance from
developed countries and
asked for $1 trillion in cli-
mate �nancing over the
current decade, in order to
meet its climate commit-
ments. 

Climate goals
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced on No-
vember 2 that India would
have a renewable energy
target of 500 GW by 2030
and meet 50% of its energy
needs from renewable
sources, by then. It would
achieve net zero emissions
by 2070, as per Mr. Modi. 

“Our commitments to re-
fashion our energy basket
remains intact,” Ms. Sitha-
raman said, adding that Mr.
Modi’s commitments at
COP26 are being “taken se-
riously” by India, which is
moving forward on them.
India’s non-fossil energy ca-
pacity would reach 500 GW
by 2030; it will meet 50% of
its electricity requirements
with renewable energy by
2030 and achieve net zero
emissions by 2070.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
has given his assent to the
Delhi Municipal Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 2022,
which seeks to unify the three
civic bodies in the national
capital.

“The following Act of Par-
liament received the assent of
the President on the 18th
April, 2022 and is hereby pu-
blished for general informa-
tion: The Delhi Municipal
Corporation (Amendment)
Act, 2022 No. 10 of 2022,”
said a gazette noti�cation is-

sued by the Centre.
The Bill was passed by the

Lok Sabha on March 30 and
by the Rajya Sabha on April 5.
It says the uni�cation of the
municipal corporations in
Delhi will ensure optimal util-
isation of resources and syn-
ergy in strategic planning.

Delhi municipal Bill gets President’s nod
Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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President Ram Nath Kovind
has given his assent to the
Criminal Procedure (Identi-
�cation) Bill, which empow-
ers the police to obtain
physical and biological sam-
ples of convicts and those
accused of crimes.

The Act, which replaces
the Identi�cation of Prison-
ers Act, 1920, was passed by
the Lok Sabha on April 4
and the Rajya Sabha on
April 6.

“The following Act of Par-
liament received the assent
of the President on the 18th
April, 2022 and is hereby
published for general infor-
mation:- The Criminal Pro-
cedure (Identi�cation) Act,
2022 No.11 of 2022,” a ga-
zette noti�cation issued by

the government said.
Apart from providing le-

gal sanction to police to ob-
tain physical and biological
samples of convicts and de-
tainees for investigation in
criminal matters, the legisla-
tion also empowers a magis-
trate to order measure-
ments or photographs of a
person to be taken to aid the
investigation of an o�ence.

In case of acquittal or dis-
charge of the person, all ma-
terial must be destroyed.

The Act explained the
types of data that may be
collected, people from
whom such data may be col-
lected and the authority
that can authorise such
collection.

It also provides for the da-
ta to be stored in a central
database. 

President gives assent to
Criminal Procedure Bill
It lets police take bio samples of accused
Press Trust of India
New Delhi
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The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) has simpli�ed
the procedure for an Indian
higher educational institu-
tion to o�er programmes in
collaboration with foreign
universities by entering into
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with each
other directly if they meet
certain eligibility criteria,
UGC Chairman M. Jagadesh
Kumar said on Tuesday.

In its 557th meeting re-
cently, the UGC decided that
an Indian higher education
institution that has a Nation-
al Assessment and Accredita-
tion Council (NAAC) grading
of 3.01 or above, or is among
the top 1,000 QS World Un-
iversity or Times Higher Edu-
cation rankings, or is among

the top 100 universities un-
der National Institution
Ranking Framework, will be
able to tie-up with a foreign
education institution which
too features among the top
1,000 QS or Times Higher
Education rankings.

The previous regulations,
known as the University
Grants Commission (Promo-
tion and Maintenance of
Standards of Academic Col-
laboration between Indian
and Foreign Educational In-
stitutions) Regulations, 2016,
which will now stand re-
pealed, required two institu-
tions to tie up with each oth-
er after obtaining the UGC’s
approval. 

The UGC Chairman said
that under the new regula-
tions to be made public
soon, universities and colleg-

es will no longer be required
to seek its permission to do
so, if they met the ranking
criteria.

Too strict
“The earlier regulations
were too strict and there
were too many bottlenecks.
Our simpli�ed regulations

will increase the scale at
which students could bene�t
from such collaborations
between Indian and foreign
higher education institu-
tions,” Professor Kumar said
at a press conference.

Under the 2016 regula-
tions, a foreign and Indian
college or university could

partner with each other to
o�er only “twinning” and
“joint degree” programmes
where Indian students re-
ceived a degree only from an
Indian institute along with a
certi�cate from the foreign
institute.

Dual degree
But now, they can o�er a
third type of programme,
that is, a “dual degree” pro-
gramme, where both the in-
stitutes will issue a degree.
Under a twinning pro-
gramme, a student can get
up to 30% credit utilisation
of the total course from a fo-
reign university, whereas un-
der a joint and dual degree
programme, he or she can
get more than than 30% of
the total credits.

These collaborations will

be permitted only for the
conventional mode of learn-
ing and not for distance or
online learning.

“We have four crore stu-
dents in Indian higher edu-
cation institutes but over a
period of time, this will in-
crease to 10 crore. While we
continue to build new insti-
tutes, it is also important to
provide high quality educa-
tion through collaborations
with foreign institutes. This
will also enhance the em-
ployability of our students,”
Professor Kumar said.

He said the move would
also help attract foreign stu-
dents to India, which will
lead to internationalisation,
which is an important pa-
rameter for improving global
rankings of higher education
institutions. 

Tie-up between Indian, foreign varsities simpli�ed 
New UGC regulations to allow students to get ‘dual degrees’ from institutions in the country and those abroad

Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Universities and colleges will no longer be required to seek
UGC permission for a tie-up, if they met the ranking criteria.
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India’s transition away
from coal as a fuel will be
hampered by the Russia-
Ukraine war, according to
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

“One calculation which I
think we had in our mind
was that the transition
[away from coal] ... will be
enabled my natural gas,”
Ms. Sitharaman said in
Washington DC, at a round-
table organised by the At-
lantic Council, a think-tank. 

However, the price of
crude has gone up due to
the situation in Europe, as
has the price of natural gas
— a “transition fuel” for In-
dia — in addition to it being
in short supply, said Ms.
Sitharaman, who is in
Washington D.C. for the
World Bank International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
spring meetings.

Almost all of the world’s
energy needs are met by
coal, oil and natural gas,
but coal releases almost
twice the amount of carbon

dioxide relative to natural
gas, on a kilogram-to-kilo-
gram basis. 

U.S. pressure 
India has come under pres-
sure from the U.S. to not in-
crease import of energy
from Russia, which has
been sanctioned by Europe
and the U.S. for its invasion
of Ukraine. Approximately
1-2% of India’s energy im-
ports come from Russia, as
per o�cial U.S. data, and
the government has begun
buying oil from Moscow at
a discounted price. 

“The dependence on
coal, and the speed with
which we want to get out of
it, will now be challenged,”
she said, adding that, ho-
wever, India’s commitment
with regard to renewable
energy would be met.

At the UN Climate
Change Conference (the
26th Conference of Parties -
COP26), held in Glasgow
last November, countries
agreed, after pressure from
India and China, to “phase
down” rather than “phase
out” the use of coal. India
also increased its focus on a

lack of climate �nance from
developed countries and
asked for $1 trillion in cli-
mate �nancing over the
current decade, in order to
meet its climate commit-
ments. 

Climate goals
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced on No-
vember 2 that India would
have a renewable energy
target of 500 GW by 2030
and meet 50% of its energy
needs from renewable
sources, by then. It would
achieve net zero emissions
by 2070, as per Mr. Modi. 

“Our commitments to re-
fashion our energy basket
remains intact,” Ms. Sitha-
raman said, adding that Mr.
Modi’s commitments at
COP26 are being “taken se-
riously” by India, which is
moving forward on them.
India’s non-fossil energy ca-
pacity would reach 500 GW
by 2030; it will meet 50% of
its electricity requirements
with renewable energy by
2030 and achieve net zero
emissions by 2070.

Ukraine war has hit India’s bid
to move away from coal: FM 
‘Price of natural gas — a transition fuel — has gone up and is in short supply’ 
Sriram Lakshman
Washington DC

Power point: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with IMF
Managing Director K. Georgieva in Washington. * PTI

The visit of Tedros Ghebreyesus, Director-General
of the World Health Organization, to Gujarat for
the Global Ayush Investment and Innovation

Summit coincides with a simmering dispute between
India and WHO on its forthcoming report on excess CO-
VID-19 deaths between 2020 and 2021. In 2020, the or-
ganisation had computed three million deaths globally
from the pandemic, much more than the 1.8 million of-
�cially reported by countries. It was due to update this
estimate for 2021 by the year-end but could not, and re-
ports suggest, because of ‘stalling’ by India. A report in
The New York Times claims that WHO estimates India
accounted for four million deaths, or about eight times
the current o�cial toll of 5.2 lakh. The report drew a
sharp response from the Centre, with the Health Minis-
try criticising WHO’s use of mathematical extrapolation
and assumptions that did not capture ground realities
in India and its reliance on ‘unveri�ed’ data sources.
WHO is set to release its estimates for most countries in
the near future but the disclosure of India’s displeasure
again shines the light on a long-standing discomfort
with independent estimates of the death toll. A high
death toll undermines India’s o�cial discourse that it
has performed better than several western countries
with better developed health infrastructure. 

While India has traditionally been a laggard in health
statistics, largely due to the wide disparity in health ser-
vices across States, it has, in recent years, improved
medical registration of deaths to as much as 92% in
2019. States such as Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Mizoram,
for instance, have nearly 100% death registration; but
even in these States, the percentage of certi�ed deaths
ascribing a cause is lower. States such as Bihar, Jhark-
hand and Uttar Pradesh have less than 67% and even
fewer certi�ed deaths. The infectious, pervasive nature
of the pandemic continues to strain and overwhelm the
most resilient health systems and there will never be an
exact count of the toll. While it is possible that research-
ers could use indirect methods that may overestimate
the toll, it is indefensible on India’s part to maintain that
its o�cial estimates o�er a more accurate picture.
While it may be di�cult to make death estimates for all
States, India should view them not as an indictment but
as a marker for future generations that they may be bet-
ter equipped and so invest appropriately to improve
preparedness against inevitable blights. India must also
o�cially commission a team of experts, supply them
with the best available data, and have them indepen-
dently investigate excess deaths, publishing their meth-
ods and numbers, without fear or favour, in reputed
journals. This would go a long way in burnishing India’s
health credentials.

An honest reckoning 
India must get experts to independently

investigate excess deaths 
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ments. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced on No-
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have a renewable energy
target of 500 GW by 2030
and meet 50% of its energy
needs from renewable
sources, by then. It would
achieve net zero emissions
by 2070, as per Mr. Modi. 

“Our commitments to re-
fashion our energy basket
remains intact,” Ms. Sitha-
raman said, adding that Mr.
Modi’s commitments at
COP26 are being “taken se-
riously” by India, which is
moving forward on them.
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pacity would reach 500 GW
by 2030; it will meet 50% of
its electricity requirements
with renewable energy by
2030 and achieve net zero
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The IMF on Tuesday cut its
forecast for India GDP
growth in the current �scal
year to 8.2%, a 0.8 percen-
tage point reduction from Ja-
nuary, as it downgraded the
outlook for global growth cit-
ing the economic impact of
the Russia-Ukraine war.

The International Mone-
tary Fund’s latest World Eco-
nomic Outlook also project-
ed India’s economy to
expand by 6.9% next year,
putting it on course to be the
fastest growing large econo-
my over the two years.

World output is now pro-
jected to grow by 3.6% this
calendar year and next,
slowing sharply from the
6.1% expansion seen in 2021.

“The war in Ukraine has
triggered a costly humanitar-
ian crisis that demands a

peaceful resolution,” the IMF
said forecasting a massive
35% contraction for Ukraine
in 2022. The con�ict, the
Fund noted, would contri-
bute not only to a “signi�-
cant slowdown” in 2022, but
also to in�ation — via trade,
commodity markets and �-

nancial channels.
The IMF said Japan and In-

dia were seeing “notable”
growth forecast downgrades
in the Asia region, partly be-
cause of lower net exports
and weaker domestic de-
mand, with higher oil prices
expected to weigh down

consumption and invest-
ment. 

Higher food and fuel pric-
es were impacting vulnera-
ble populations, and interest
rates were rising, as central
banks tighten monetary poli-
cy, the IMF observed. Addi-
tionally, the global economy
was becoming fragmented
with countries cutting o�
ties with Russia, the “rules-
based frameworks” were be-
ing threatened, and pandem-
ic-induced lockdowns in Chi-
na were exacerbating
supply-chain disruptions.

‘Terms of trade shock’
“We are seeing a signi�cant
downgrade in our growth es-
timates for India, of 0.8 per-
centage points,” IMF re-
search director,
Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas,
said at a virtual press confe-
rence. India was “su�ering

like many other countries as
a consequence of the war
and negative terms of trade
shock” due to higher food
and energy prices weighing
down trade balances. Exter-
nal demand was also soften-
ing as the rest of the world’s
growth was impacted, Mr.
Gourinchas added. 

China, after growing by
8.1% in 2021, is projected to
slow to 4.4% growth this
year, the IMF forecast.

The global impacts of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine are
seen working through com-
modity price increases; di-
rect impacts on countries
with trade links with Russia
or Ukraine; via disruptions
to cross-border production
networks (e.g. neon gas pro-
duction, an input for silicon
chips is concentrated in Rus-
sia and Ukraine); and also as
a result of sanctions.

IMF cuts India forecast to 8.2% on war
Fund downgrades growth projections for world, most major economies from its January forecasts
Sriram Lakshman
Washington DC

Perfect storm: Higher food and fuel prices are impacting
vulnerable populations worldwide, says the IMF. * AFP
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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
has driven up �nancial sta-
bility risks “on several
fronts” and will test the resi-
lience of the global �nancial
system at a time when inter-
est rates are rising sharply,
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) warned in its
biannual Global Financial
Stability Report on Tuesday.

While there has so far
been no globally systemic �-
nancial event, there are sev-
eral channels through
which the Ukrainian turmoil
could be ampli�ed across
the system, the IMF warned.

Those include banks’ and
non-banks’ direct and indi-
rect exposures to Russia;
commodity market disrup-
tions and increased counter-
party risk; poor market li-

quidity and funding strains;
and cyberattacks and the ac-
celeration of crypto asset
use, it said. “While the �-
nancial system has proven
resilient to recent shocks,
future shocks could be more
harmful,” the IMF said.

“A sudden repricing of
risk resulting from an inten-
si�cation of the war and the
associated escalation of
sanctions may expose vul-
nerabilities built up during
the pandemic, leading to a
sharp [dip] in asset prices.”

‘War to test resilience of
global �nancial system’ 
IMF �ags the risks of future shocks
Reuters
Washington
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The “health star rating” sys-
tem that the Food Safety
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) plans to adopt in or-
der to help consumers re-
duce their intake of un-
healthy foods is “not
evidence-based” and has
failed to alter buyer beha-
viour, claim over 40 global
experts in a letter to Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya. 

They argue that “warning
labels” instead have been
most e�ective in various
countries. 

In a meeting on February
15, the FSSAI decided to
adopt the “health-star rating
system”, which gives a pro-
duct 1/2 a star to 5 stars, in its
draft regulations for front of
package labelling (FOPL).
The decision was based on
the recommendations of a
study by the IIM-Ahmedabad
the regulator had commis-

sioned in September 2021. In
the same meeting, the regu-
lator decided that FOPL im-
plementation could be made
voluntary for a period of
four years. 

These experts have said
the health star rating (HSR)
system adopted in countries
like Australia and New Zea-
land has not resulted into
any meaningful behaviour
change and that eight years
after their implementation
there is “still no evidence of
HSRs having a signi�cant im-

pact on the nutritional quali-
ty of people’s food and bev-
erage purchases”. 

The letter written on April
18 has been endorsed by Bar-
ry M Popkin, University of
North Carolina; Professor
Tim Lang, City University of
London; Mike Rayner from
the University of Oxford; and
Frank Hu from Harvard TH
Chan School of Public
Health, among others. 

Secondly, the nutrition re-
searchers and academics ar-
gue that the HSR system

“misrepresents nutrition
science”. 

They explain that the un-
derlying premise of the HSR
is that positive ingredients
such as fruits and nuts can
o�set negative nutrients
such as calories, saturated
fat, total sugar, sodium to
calculate the number of stars
ascribed to a product. 

“This algorithm of adding
and subtracting nutrients
does not �t with our under-
standing of biology. For ex-
ample, the presence of fruit
in a fruit drink juice does not
o�set the impacts of added
sugar in the body. There is
no empirical evidence to
suggest that adding these in-
gredients will lessen the ne-
gative impact of these foods
on the body,” the letter as-
serts. The letter has raised
questions over the IIM-Ah-
medabad study and called its
conclusions “completely
wrong from a scienti�c per-
spective”.

‘Star rating’ for packaged food
unlikely to help, say experts
They write to Health Minister against the system that is to be adopted by FSSAI
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

On the shelf: The FSSAI is planning a health star rating system
for packaged food. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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