


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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After two last-minute cancellations due to waves
of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2021, British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson was in Delhi last

week, committing to more cooperation with India on
trade, defence, combating climate change and cyber se-
curity. But it was a visit surprisingly short on actual
agreements. While an early harvest agreement on trade
had to be shelved — the plan was to announce it by East-
er (April) this year — Mr. Johnson and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said they have pushed a deadline to
complete the full FTA by October-end or Deepavali,
with a view to doubling bilateral trade by 2030. It is not
clear whether the respective trade delegations are on
track for the �nal agreement, but Mr. Johnson sounded
optimistic, with India fast-tracking its FTAs with the
UAE and Australia. Of concern to the U.K. is the lifting of
Indian tari�s on Scotch whisky, which might make
some headway, as India has accepted lower tari�s on
Australian wine and the U.K. seems more �exible in in-
creasing visas to Indian professionals. Both Prime Mi-
nisters discussed strengthening defence ties and coop-
erating strategically in the Indo-Paci�c. The two leaders
also discussed green technology transfers and interna-
tional climate �nance, although India has yet to commit
in writing to the Nationally Determined Contributions
that Mr. Modi had described at COP26 in Glasgow.

Mr. Johnson did tread lightly on issues that the Modi
government is sensitive about, such as Ukraine and hu-
man rights violations. He referred to India’s long-stand-
ing relationship with Russia, expressing understanding
of India’s position, in stark contrast to the visit of his Fo-
reign Minister two weeks ago. He brushed aside a ques-
tion on human rights concerns in India, despite facing
criticism over posing with a bulldozer while inaugurat-
ing a factory on the same day the Supreme Court of In-
dia was deliberating over the Government’s controver-
sial new policy of using bulldozers to demolish shops
and homes. A sub-group is to be set up to study “extre-
mism” inside India and the U.K., which Mr. Johnson
suggested would be used to monitor Khalistani groups
(as New Delhi desires), but has a broader mandate to
counter all groups and individuals “seeking to incite
violent extremism and terrorism”. In return, New Delhi
chose not to press the point too hard on why economic
fugitives (Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi) have still not been
extradited. However, while side-stepping irritants in the
relationship can increase the prospects for agreements,
it cannot replace the actual work and elbow-grease
needed to give ties some momentum after years of sta-
sis. Both New Delhi and London must ensure more con-
certed e�orts to bring those agreements to a �nale in
the near future, to reach their ambitious goals under
“Roadmap 2030” agreed to at the last summit in 2021.

Side-stepping irritants 
India and the U.K. chose to keep the big

picture in mind and work on long-term goals 
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When the Communist Par-
ty of China (CPC) held its
annual Central Econom-

ic Work Conference in December
last year, the watchword was “sta-
bility”. This was reiterated with
even greater emphasis at the
March 2022 sessions of the Nation-
al People’s Congress (NPC) and the
Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference (CPPCC). 

Path to a review
Later in autumn this year, the CPC
will convene its 20th national Par-
ty Congress which will see a major
turnover in leadership positions.
There will be a review of the trajec-
tory towards the realisation of the
“China Dream” — the rejuvenation
of China, its emergence as a fully
developed modern and powerful
nation and occupying the very
centre of a transformed interna-
tional order. The target year is
2049, marking the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic and, therefore, of
considerable symbolic signi�-
cance. 

It is also anticipated that Presi-
dent Xi Jinping will retain his par-
ty, state and military leadership
positions beyond the 10-year te-
nure informally observed for party
leadership positions, in line with
the reforms instituted by Deng
Xiaoping. This was in the wake of
the immense damage to the party
and the country unleashed by the
then Party Chairman Mao Ze-
dong’s Cultural Revolution (1966-
1976). The Constitution of China
was amended to allow only two
�ve-year tenures to the head of
state The objective was to restore
the principle of collective leader-
ship and ensure predictable lea-
dership transitions and prevent a
cult of personality developing
around an ambitious individual
leader. The Constitution has now

been amended again to permit the
President to serve beyond a 10-
year term and, in theory, inde�-
nitely for life. The Party has no
�xed term of o�ce for the Party
General Secretary; only an infor-
mal norm is in place. In staying on
in this position, Xi Jinping will not
be violating any party statute.

On Xi Jinping’s tenure
The 20th Party Congress is impor-
tant because it is expected to en-
dorse the continuance of Mr. Xi as
China’s top leader. The question is
whether he will only get another
�ve-year term or be assured his
leadership position for life. The
latter will signify that his power is
unassailable for the present. A li-
mited extension would indicate
that there is opposition in the CPC
to his assumption of leadership for
life. For other leadership posi-
tions, the informal age limit of 68
years has been generally observed
even during Mr. Xi’s tenure.

The current Premier, Li Ke-
qiang, recently announced at a
press conference that he would
leave o�ce later this year having
completed his 10-year tenure. If
the informal age limits are ob-
served, then as many as 11 of the 25
members of the Politburo and two
of the seven members of the Polit-
buro Standing Committee would
have to retire at the 20th Party
Congress. The appointments to
these top positions, including the
naming of a new Premier, will give
the world an indication of both Xi
Jinping’s political in�uence as well
as the orientation of China’s dom-
estic and external policies over the
next phase of China’s journey to-
wards the realisation of the “China
Dream”.

Stability implies a predictable
and carefully choreographed out-
come to the Party Congress. There
should neither be “black swans”
nor “grey rhinos” — both signify-
ing unexpected crises — to upset
the apple cart. By now, it is clear
that no such smooth passage to a
celebratory 20th Congress will be
possible. In his Work Report to the
NPC, Premier Li Keqiang acknow-
ledged: “A comprehensive analysis
of evolving dynamics at home and

abroad indicates that this year[,]
the risks and challenges for deve-
lopment rise signi�cantly and we
must keep pushing to overcome
them.”

A bu�eted economy
Domestic risks have multiplied as
the economy continues to slow
down and is being bu�eted by sev-
ere lockdowns in major cities, dis-
rupting ordinary lives, dislocating
production schedules, causing
supply chain interruptions and
leading to widespread public an-
ger and protests. The case of
Shanghai, China’s premier indus-
trial and commercial hub and the
world’s largest container terminal,
is of particular concern. The imag-
es of ordinary citizens battling pu-
blic health workers, people beg-
ging for food and medical help and
generally expressing anger at a go-
vernment immune to their su�er-
ing do not bode well for social sta-
bility. 

And yet, Mr. Xi has publicly de-
fended the very stringent lock-
downs. There is a barely con-
cealed controversy within the
party leadership over whether
such severe measures are neces-
sary. The current Party Secretary
of Shanghai, Li Qiang, is reputed
to be close to Mr. Xi, but may be in
the doghouse for having failed to
check the spread of the infection
in the city. He was rumoured to be
in line to be appointed Premier la-
ter in the year. This may have be-
come a casualty of COVID-19.

The Chinese economy was on a
slower trajectory even before the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandem-

ic and the pervasive disruptions
that it spawned not only in China
but across the world. The “decou-
pling” of China’s economy from
the United States, at least in the
high-tech and sensitive sectors,
has been a challenge. But Mr. Xi
himself attempted to reorient Chi-
na’s economic direction by several
key decisions.

One, he tried to bring to heel
China’s hugely successful and
pro�table (and politically in�uen-
tial) privately held commercial
multinationals such as Alibaba,
WeChat and DiDi Chuxing, all in
the tech platform category, by in-
troducing several new and strict
regulations, especially in the area
of data security. Their foreign op-
erations have been brought under
close scrutiny and regulation. As a
result, nearly U.S.$1.7 trillion of
their market capitalisation has
been wiped out, which would
have been treated as an economic
disaster in any other major econo-
my. 

Two, he has hit China’s large
and expanding property market
with similar strict regulatory mea-
sures resulting in the near bank-
ruptcy of some of the largest pro-
perty �rms in the country,
including Evergrande, which has a
huge exposure of U.S.$300 billion.
The property sector constitutes
around 30% of China’s GDP. Chi-
nese banks have made 30% of
their loans to housing construc-
tion and 60% of all bank loans are
backed by property as collateral.
In urban areas, 60% of employ-
ment is construction related. The-
refore, the cascading e�ect of a
property meltdown throughout
the economy can only be
imagined.

There is another serious vulner-
ability related to local government
�nancing vehicles (LGFV) which
are �oated by local governments
and municipalities to �nance in-
frastructure and real estate deve-
lopment. The outstandings on this
score have gone from U.S.$2.3 tril-
lion in 2013 to $8 trillion at the end
of 2020. They are probably even
larger today. This is nearly 50% of
China’s GDP and constitutes an
economic vulnerability which is

not very visible.

The Ukraine war
The big uncertainty for China is
the fallout from Russia’s Ukraine
war. Whatever be the eventual out-
come, Russia has lost the war even
if it continues to win several more
battles. One cannot see how re-
ducing Ukraine to virtual rubble
can constitute a victory in any
practical sense. More importantly,
whatever the outcome, Russia will
continue to be unplugged from the
global trade and �nancial system
still dominated by the West. West-
ern sanctions on Russia will conti-
nue and may become even more
stringent than they already are. 

China has condemned sanc-
tions in general but is compelled
to observe those whose violation
will expose its own �rms to secon-
dary sanctions. There are limits to
China’s “no-limits” cooperation
with Russia. On balance, the Rus-
sian misadventure in Ukraine has
exposed China to greater vulnera-
bility in its external relations. The
strengthening of the U.S.-led west-
ern alliance, the revival of Euro-
pean unity and the renewed narra-
tive of “democracy vs autocracy”
implies that Chinese expectations
of a steady march towards the
“China Dream” may be belied.
Certainly, the prospect of Taiwan
returning to the Chinese fold,
which is an indispensable compo-
nent of the “China Dream”, may
have receded for the time being.

Xi Jinping’s position may have
weakened but it is unlikely that he
will face a serious leadership chal-
lenge at the Congress. In an earlier
commentary made soon after the
release of the landmark Sino-Rus-
sian Joint Statement of February 4,
2022, I had said that China had
done a Russia on the U.S. just as, in
1972, with U.S. President Richard
Nixon’s visit to China, the U.S. had
done a China on Russia. This latter
day gambit appears to have failed.
To that extent, India has some
breathing space to rework its fo-
reign policy calculations.

Shyam Saran is a former Foreign
Secretary and a Senior Fellow, Centre for
Policy Research (CPR)

A ‘drop the pin’ event in Chinese politics 
There could be headwinds as the CPC prepares for its 20th Congress in autumn and tracks the ‘China Dream’  

Shyam Saran
AP
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Poland has been one of the most vocal members of the Euro-
pean Union and NATO in demanding tougher sanctions and
more defence spending to counter Russia’s war in Ukraine.
Polish Foreign Minister Zbigniew Rau, who will speak at the
Raisina Dialogue of the External A�airs Ministry, hopes India
will take a more critical stance against Russia’s actions now.
Excerpts:

Your visit to India to attend
the Raisina Dialogue comes
as the Russian war in
Ukraine has completed two
months. What are your
hopes from the visit?

� I will be keen to share my
assessment of this unjusti-
�ed war and its consequenc-
es (also for Russia and its citi-
zens) with my Indian
interlocutors. I know that In-
dia also stands for the inde-
pendence and territorial in-
tegrity of all sovereign states

and condemns violence as
the modus operandi in inter-
national relations. Aggres-
sion against sovereign coun-
tries must be condemned as
it threatens global peace and
order. In this regard I can see
convergence of views with
my Indian interlocutors.

On May 5, we are organis-
ing in Warsaw — together
with Sweden — a high-level
donors conference aimed at
gathering humanitarian sup-
port for Ukraine from all ov-
er the world. We also need to
think about the reconstruc-

tion of Ukraine already now.
We encourage India strongly
to take part in this di�cult
process as well.

How much of Poland’s
assessment of Russia’s plans
in Ukraine was shared with
the Indian government
before the war, and how do
you see India’s response to
the crisis? 

� Poland has been warning
the international communi-
ty, including India, about the
aggressive policy of Russia
for a very long time. We still
remember Russia’s invasion
of Georgia in 2008, as well as
Russia’s �rst aggression
against Ukraine in 2014. We
can see that India is monitor-
ing the situation closely and
we do hope that over the
time it will also take a more

critical stance towards Rus-
sia’s belligerent behaviour.

New Delhi has not criticised
Russia’s actions in Ukraine

directly so far...and has
stepped up oil purchases at
discounted prices from
Russia, discussed an
alternative payment
mechanism. Will you raise
these in talks with External
A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar?

� We believe that the time
has come for all democratic
countries, which abide by in-
ternational law and hold
dear basic human rights, to
stop all oil and gas imports
from Russia. We are aware
that Russia tries to circum-
vent restrictive measures im-
posed by the EU and other
like-minded countries
through enhanced coopera-
tion with certain partners.
Every country should be ex-
tremely cautious in its rela-
tions with Russian authori-

ties. India —as an important
member of global communi-
ty, member of G20 and the
sixth largest economy in the
world, with a long-standing
tradition of democracy and
non-violence — has a special
role to play in this regard. 

Poland has also stepped up a
campaign to ensure Russia
is not included in the G20 in
Indonesia this year. As India
takes over Presidency of the
G20 in December, have you
discussed this directly?

� We believe that in the face
of Russia’s unprovoked mili-
tary aggression towards Uk-
raine, there is no room for
“business as usual” in inter-
national organisations. Rus-
sia and Belarus should be ex-
cluded or suspended from
the rights of members of in-

ternational organizations,
G20 included. We are aware
of close ties connecting India
with Russia, resulting mainly
from traditional Indian mul-
tipolar foreign policy and its
commitment to the values of
non-alignment. However, we
perceive a grave risk of di-
minishing the role of G20, as
some of its members, espe-
cially G7 countries and their
allies may formally oppose
any form of Russian engage-
ment within G20 and their
representatives may not be
willing to participate in any
meetings with their Russian
counterparts.

Putin’s vicious war pre-
sented us all with a new real-
ity of slower growth, trade
disruptions and steeper in-
�ation, harming especially
the poorest and most vulner-
able. Therefore, we hope

that India could rethink the
role of Russia in G20 and dis-
cuss this issue with those
Group members, which took
positive or neutral stance re-
garding future participation
of Russia in G20 works. 

We believe that the boy-
cott of any meetings with the
participation of Russian re-
presentatives, or cancelling
Russia’s invitation to the G20
summit (this year under the
G20 presidency of Indone-
sia) should remain on the ta-
ble. We call for reform of the
G20 – Russia should be ex-
cluded from the Group and
we would be keen to take its
place. We would be glad if In-
dia could reconsider its posi-
tion regarding the role of
Russia in G20.

(The full interview can be
accessed online at https://

bit.ly/PolandFMInterview)

INTERVIEW | ZBIGNIEW RAU

‘Hope India reconsiders position, takes a more critical stance on Russia’ 
Polish Foreign Minister calls for India to join humanitarian conference on Ukraine, seeks support on demand for Russia’s ouster from G-20
Suhasini Haidar

<> Putin’s vicious war
presented us all with
a new reality of
slower growth, trade
disruptions and
steeper in�ation,
harming the poorest
and most vulnerable
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Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky pressed the
West for more powerful wea-
pons as he prepared to meet
with top U.S. o�cials in Kyiv
on Sunday, while Russian
forces concentrated their at-
tacks on the east, including
trying to dislodge the last Uk-
rainian troops in the bat-
tered port of Mariupol. 

Mr. Zelensky announced
the planned visit by U.S. Se-
cretary of State Antony Blin-
ken and U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin at a news
conference on Saturday
night in a Kyiv subway sta-
tion. The White House has
not commented.

Mr. Zelensky said he was
looking for the Americans to
produce results, both in
arms and security guaran-
tees. “You can’t come to us

empty-handed today, and
we are expecting not just
presents or some kind of
cakes, we are expecting
speci�c things and speci�c
weapons,’’ he said. 

While the West has fun-
neled military equipment to
Ukraine, Mr. Zelensky has
stressed repeatedly that the
country needs more heavy
weapons, including long-
range air defence systems,
as well as warplanes.

His meeting with Mr. Aus-
tin and Mr. Blinken was set
to take place as Ukrainians
and Russians observed Or-
thodox Easter, when the
faithful celebrate the resur-
rection of Jesus. 

Most of Sunday’s �ghting
focused on the Donbas re-
gion in the east, where Uk-
rainian forces are concen-
trated and where
Moscow-backed separatists
controlled some territory
before the war. 

Russian forces launched
fresh airstrikes on a Mariu-
pol steel plant where an esti-
mated 1,000 civilians are
sheltering along with about
2,000 Ukrainian �ghters. 

The Azovstal steel mill
where the defenders are
holed up is the last corner of
resistance in the city, which
the Russians have otherwise
occupied.

Russian forces concentrate their attacks on eastern Ukraine
Associated Press
Kyiv

Volodymyr Zelensky

Zelensky presses for more
arms ahead of Blinken meet
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Promising all assistance for
the development of the Un-
ion Territory, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Sunday that the Centre
would help it become the
BEST (Business, Education,
Spiritual and Tourism hub)
of the country.

“As promised by the
Prime Minister during his
election campaign, the

Centre will make this Union
Territory the BEST under
the leadership of N. Ranga-
samy and A. Namassi-
vayam. Puducherry will be
made a model Union Terri-
tory. We will provide all as-
sistance towards its deve-
lopment,” he said after
inaugurating tourism pro-
jects and laying the founda-
tion for civic projects under
the National Smart Cities
Mission.

Puducherry will be made
a model UT: Amit Shah
Special Correspondent
PUDUCHERRY
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Vice-President M. Venkaiah
Naidu on Sunday said there
was a need to amend the an-
ti-defection legislation in the
country to plug existing loo-
pholes. 

“There are certain loo-
pholes in the anti-defection
law. It allows wholesale de-
fection. But retail defection
is not allowed. Amendments
are required to plug the loo-
pholes,” Mr. Naidu said. He
was delivering a lecture on
“Media’s role in new India”
at the Press Club here. 

Time frame for action
Stating that there was no
clarity in the law about the
time frame for the action of
the House Chairperson or
Speaker in anti-defection
cases, he said: “Some cases
are taking six months and
some even three years.
There are cases that are dis-
posed of after the term is ov-
er. I personally believe that
these anti-defection cases
can be disposed of in three
months.” 

It is also the dharma of
politicians and a require-
ment as per the Constitution
to leave the post that they
are holding when they
change parties, he said. 

Referring to the proceed-
ings of the Rajya Sabha, he
said: “I also get disgusted
with the proceedings in Ra-
jya Sabha sometimes. Won-
derful debates do take place.
Unfortunately, when things
change, good speeches that
help contribute to the legis-
lative making do not hap-
pen.” 

He also lamented that pol-
itical parties starting media

outlets were weakening the
democracy. 

Social media rules
Mr. Naidu said he had sought
some kind of a regulation on
social media. “It is not cen-
sorship. But at a time of
hatred and religious tension,
Parliament has to seriously
view the issue and come out
with certain regulations. I
have spoken about the need
for regulation in Parliament
too.”

He said political parties
should lay down certain
code of conduct to be fol-
lowed and members should
follow them. The Vice-Presi-
dent also pointed out that
the character, capacity, ca-
libre and conduct that is the
hallmark of politics has been
replaced with caste, com-
munity, cash and commu-
nalism. Referring to Pan-
chayati Raj Day observed on
Sunday, Mr. Naidu appealed
to the State governments to
strengthen the local bodies
that will enable strengthen-
ing of democracy in the
country. 

Anti-defection law needs
to be reformed: Venkaiah 
It allows wholesale defection, but not retail: Vice-President
Special Correspondent
Bengaluru

M. Venkaiah Naidu 
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The All-India Household
Consumer Expenditure Sur-
vey, usually conducted by
the National Statistical O�ce
(NSO) every �ve years, is set
to resume this year after a
prolonged break. 

India has not had any o�-
cial estimates on per capita
household spending, used to
arrive at estimates of poverty
levels in di�erent parts of the
country and to review eco-
nomic indicators such as the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), since 2011-12. The go-
vernment had junked the
�ndings of the last Survey,
conducted in 2017-18, citing
“data quality” issues. 

“A decision has been ta-
ken to conduct the Survey
from July and we have begun
planning exercises to train
the enumerators who will
carry out the 2022-23 Survey
on the ground,” an o�cial
aware of the development
told The Hindu. Typically,
the Survey is conducted bet-
ween July and June and this
year’s exercise is expected to
be completed by June 2023. 

Estimates of household
monthly per capita consum-
er expenditure (MPCE) and

the distribution of house-
holds and persons over di�e-
rent MPCE classes, based on
the Survey, may only be-
come available about a year
after the �eld work is com-
pleted. The results will in-
clude separate data sets for
rural and urban parts, and
also splice spending patterns
for each State and Union Ter-
ritory, as well as di�erent so-
cio-economic groups. 

Training sessions
Starting mid-May, �eld en-
umerators have been asked
to attend training pro-
grammes to ensure that in-
terviews with households
across urban and rural India
are conducted sensitively
and the intended data
sought is gleaned e�ectively.
The schedule lists out the
items on which information
is sought.

In November 2019, the

Statistics and Programme
Implementation Ministry
had dismissed reports that
the 2017-18 Survey �ndings
were withheld due to ad-
verse outcomes re�ecting a
decline in spending. 

The Ministry had also said
it was examining the feasibil-
ity of conducting the next
Survey in 2020-21 and 2021-
22 after ”incorporating all
data quality re�nements in
the survey process” recom-
mended by an expert panel
that vetted the ‘discrepan-
cies’ in the 2017-18 results. 

The Survey could not be
launched in the past two
years due to the pandemic,
the o�cial said. 

“…There was a signi�cant
increase in the divergence in
not only the levels in the
consumption pattern but al-
so the direction of the
change when compared to
the other administrative da-

ta sources like the actual
production of goods and ser-
vices,” the Ministry noted
about the previous Survey. 

There were also concerns
about the “ability/sensitivity
of the survey instrument to
capture consumption of so-
cial services by households
especially on health and
education,” it had said. 

Fresh one-o� surveys on
consumer expenditure and
employment and unemploy-
ment were commissioned
over 2011-12 after the usually
scheduled Surveys conduct-
ed in 2009-10 had coincided
with a worldwide slowdown
following the 2008 global �-
nancial crisis and a drought
year in India. Though the
fresh Surveys were necessi-
tated due to the unusual cir-
cumstances, the data from
the 2009-10 Survey was re-
leased in the public domain,
unlike the 2017-18 �ndings. 

After a hiatus, household consumer
spending survey to resume in July
It helps arrive at
estimates of
poverty levels 
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday urged In-
dians to go for a “cashless
day out” every once in a
while to bene�t the digital
economy, adding that online
payments were developing a
digital economy and encou-
raging an atmosphere of
“honesty” with over
₹20,000-crore transactions
taking place daily in the
country. 

In his monthly radio
broadcast, Mann Ki Baat,
Mr. Modi said small online
payments were helping
build a big digital economy
and many new �ntech start-
ups were coming up.

He urged people who had
any experience related to
digital payments and the

start-up ecosystem to share
it with others. 

“Your experiences can be
a source of inspiration for
others in the country,” he
said.

He said people from
across the country had writ-
ten letters and messages to
him about the Museum of
Prime Ministers inaugurated

on April 14, the birth anni-
versary of Babasaheb
Ambedkar.

“There can be no better
time than 75 years of India’s
Independence to remember
the contribution of Prime
Ministers,” Mr. Modi said.

He urged people to visit a
local museum during holi-
days and share their expe-

riences using the hashtag
‘MuseumMemories’.

He asked four questions to
test his listeners’ general
knowledge on the country’s
famous museums. “We have
spoken about a museum for
so long; now, I would like to
ask you some questions...
let’s see how good your gen-
eral knowledge is,” he said.
Mr. Modi also gave clues for
each question to help with
the answers.

Mr. Modi noted that just as
in sports, divyangjan (di�e-
rently abled) were doing
wonders in arts, academics
and many other �elds. With
the power of technology,
they were achieving greater
heights, he said.

He urged people to take
COVID-19 precautions dur-
ing festivals in May.

Go for a ‘cashless day out’ to
boost digital economy, says PM 
Small online payments are helping build a big digital economy, Modi says 
Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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Palli village in Samba district
of Jammu and Kashmir has
become the �rst panchayat
in the country to become
carbon-neutral, fully po-
wered by solar energy. All its
records have been digitised
and the bene�ts of all the
Central schemes are availa-
ble in this village around 17
km from Jammu. 

Inaugurating a 500-kilo-
watt solar plant in Palli,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said while it would take
three weeks to move a sarka-
ri �le from Delhi to Jammu
and Kashmir, this project,
with the help of villagers,
was completed in a record
time of three weeks.

Referring to the Glasgow
Climate Change Conference
which he attended last year,
Mr. Modi said he was witness
to speeches and statements
being made during the con-
ference on reducing carbon

generation. “It’s India that
has come up with a living ex-
ample in the form of Palli vil-
lage to the Glasgow pledge.
Palli village, with its enthu-
siastic and dedicated elected
representatives full of
dreams, has shown how to
implement the Glasgow
pledge,” Mr. Modi said.

Palli was a major step to-
wards the Glasgow goal of
making India carbon-neu-
tral. 

Palli village was also an ex-

ample of the slogan Sabka
prayas (everyone’s e�orts).
“Every household in Palli of-
fered rotis to workers who
completed the solar power
plant,” he added.

Powerful panchayats
He described Palli as a mo-
del panchayat, which is
bound to motivate other
panchayats in Jammu and
Kashmir and the country to
become carbon-neutral.

Underlining the role of

panchayats and gram pan-
chayats in the country, Mr.
Modi said panchayats had to
play a central role in deci-
sion-making of a village.
“Now a villager can check his
mobile to know the status of
a scheme and the money
spent on it.”

He said the government
was pushing for major tech-
nology-related measures, e-
swaraj and mode of pay-
ments to make panchayats
more powerful. “We aim that
all basic issues included in ci-
tizens’ charter are addressed
at the village level,” Mr. Modi
said. Whether it was pan-
chayat or Parliament, no
work was small or big. “Pan-
chayats will become medi-
ums for the country to reach
new heights,” the Prime Mi-
nister said.

He asked panchayats to
participate in the movement
“to segregate waste at the
doorstep and reduce the use
of chemical fertilizers”.

Palli in Jammu becomes India’s
�rst carbon-neutral panchayat 
It is a major step towards achieving the Glasgow goal, says Prime Minister Modi 
Peerzada Ashiq
Jammu

All cheers: Supporters attending a rally by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Panchayati Raj Day at Palli on Sunday. * PTI
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The visits of Nokpai Chon-
glymn and Chhangpoh S.V.
to India for education,
healthcare or for procuring
essentials have been “too
routine to remember”.

But the two Naga leaders,
separated from each other
by “four days’ journey” in
Myanmar’s Sagaing division,
are unlikely to forget a spe-
cial Sunday – April 24 – that
brought them together and
hundreds of other tribespeo-
ple for an event titled ‘Nagas
Without Borders’ organised
by the Zingtun Tangkhul Ka-

tamnao Long (ZTKL), a
Tangkhul Naga students’ bo-
dy, on its 75th anniversary at
Talui in Ukhrul district.

About 105 km northeast of
State capital Imphal, Talui is
an iconic Naga village domi-
nated by the Tangkhuls. It is
the birthplace of Mazachang
Raikhan, a railway o�cer
who founded the ZTKL in
1947. 

“We harbour the hope
that we will be together one
day, that the arti�cial bor-
ders cannot keep us separat-
ed. We, the Nagas living in
Myanmar, are still in dark-
ness, underdeveloped and

living in sheer hopelessness.
Nagas living within the In-
dian administrative areas are
more privileged,” Mr Chon-

glynm, the president of the
Eastern Naga Students’ Asso-
ciation (ENSA), told an emo-
tional gathering at the Talui

football ground. 
Mr. Chonglymn and his as-

sociates travelled miles
mostly on dirt tracks to
reach Talui. Many others, in-
cluding members of cultural
troupes, could not cross over
to India due to security rea-
sons although India and
Myanmar have a free move-
ment agreement for border
residents. 

Rego Shonsei, the adviser
to ENSA from Chamkock vil-
lage across the border, said
the military coup in Myan-
mar in February 2021 has
compounded the problems
of the Nagas there. 

‘Nagas without borders’ spreads message of unity
On its 75th anniversary, the students’ body brings Nagas from across northeast, Myanmar together 

Colour and pomp: A Tangkhul Naga folk dance during the
programme. * RAHUL KARMAKAR

Rahul Karmakar
Manipur
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In addressing the residents of Jammu for the �rst time
since the removal of special status for Jammu and
Kashmir in August 2019, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi laid out a rosy picture of increased connectivity of
the Union Territory with the nation’s capital, promised
more investments, and hailed the boom in tourism as a
harbinger of progress. The UT, con�ict-ridden for de-
cades, had fared better on several development indica-
tors compared to the rest of India, except in per capita
net State GDP. Data from FY2017 showed that J&K
ranked 21st among States then. The investment propo-
sals and development projects inaugurated by the
Prime Minister, in particular the connectivity projects
between Jammu and Srinagar and Jammu and Delhi
should help shore up the UT’s economy. After a period
of harsh lockdowns and communication restrictions,
the UT went through a tough period, exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic between 2019 and 2021. But
signi�cantly, the Kashmir Valley has seen a substantial
increase in footfalls with a revival of the tourism indus-
try during the recent winter despite security concerns,
with its natural beauty proving a magnetic attraction
for international travellers in particular, who had been
a�ected by global travel bans. This has come as a balm
to the residents of the Valley, with political forces cut-
ting across mainstream and separatist sections calling
for unhindered access for tourists in the region.

Does this mean that there is an unequivocal accep-
tance of the status imposed on the erstwhile uni�ed
State of J&K (that included the present day UT of La-
dakh), among the people in the Valley and beyond?
That certainly does not seem to be the case in the Kash-
mir Valley, at least if recent events such as the district
development council elections in late 2020 are any in-
dication. The Gupkar Alliance, which has steadfastly
demanded a return to status quo prior to 2019, had de-
cisively won in the Valley and the group has also vocif-
erously protested the delimitation exercise whose pro-
posals clearly seek to repurpose the politics of J&K
through arbitrarily providing greater electoral pros-
pects for Jammu-based parties over Kashmir-based
ones. Notwithstanding the recent uptick in economic
activity after the prolonged turmoil post-August 2019,
there is no indication that the resultant discontent has
diminished; security risks continue to remain prepon-
derant as the spurt of terrorist violence shows including
the killing of two “�dayeen” militants barely 14 km from
Palli village, where the Prime Minister made his address
on National Panchayati Raj Day. Beyond doubt, New
Delhi must engage in substantive outreach in the form
of gestures that reverse the hostility towards the politi-
cal representatives in the Valley. The return of J&K to
statehood will be a good beginning.

Addressing discontent 
The projects for J&K will bene�t the UT but
they are not enough to reverse discontent  
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said here on Sunday
that Kashmiri youth of today
would not su�er the mis-
eries that the previous gen-
erations in the Valley had
gone through. 

He was inaugurating de-
velopment projects estimat-
ed at ₹20,000 crore aimed at
“reducing Dilli saey doori
(distance from Delhi)”. 

Speaking on National Pan-
chayati Raj Day in Samba dis-
trict, Mr. Modi said, “I want
to tell the youth of J&K to
have faith in my words. You
will not see the miseries wit-
nessed by your parents and
grandparents. I promise I
will make it happen.”

Linking all corners
He said the “Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat” initiative
in the past eight years had
been to reduce distances,
whether ‘Dilli ki doorian’ or
“cultural or linguistic dis-
tances”, while drawing a pa-
rallel to the sweetness and
richness of Dogri language
and culture. 

Mr. Modi had �rst used
the phrase ‘Dil ki aur Dilli
saey doorian (distances of
hearts and from Delhi)’ dur-
ing the multi-party meeting
with J&K regional parties last

year in New Delhi to address
the regional aspirations.

He said the connectivity
projects initiated across J&K
and Ladakh would end the
distance from Delhi and sev-
eral new road projects bet-
ween Srinagar and Delhi had
already reduced the travel
time by two hours. “The day
is not far when Kanyakumari
Devi will be connected with
Mata Vaishno Devi by one
road,” he said.

In the coming 25 years,
Mr. Modi said, J&K would
script a new era of develop-
ment. “Investors from the
UAE I met are excited to in-
vest in J&K,” he said.

Days of misery over,
PM tells J&K youth
Modi inaugurates projects estimated at ₹20,000 crore
Peerzada Ashiq
JAMMU 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Ministers Giriraj
Singh and Jitendra Singh, and J&K Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha
at Palli in Samba district on Sunday. * PTI

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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sion to celebrate the Nation-
al Panchayati Raj Day in J&K
as “a re�ection of a big
change being witnessed
here”.

“It’s a proud moment that
democracy has reached the
grassroots level in J&K, and
from here I am addressing
the elected representatives
across the country. It was
unfortunate that J&K could
not adopt the virtues of the
Panchayati Raj Act till re-
cently. For the �rst time,
three-tier elections from vil-
lage to district level were
held peacefully. Over
30,000 representatives are
now running the village sys-
tem on their own,” Mr. Modi
said. 

He expressed satisfaction
over the implementation of
175 Central laws in J&K since
the August 5, 2019 move to
end J&K’s special constitu-
tional position. “This has
bene�ted the women of
J&K, Dalit, Balmiki etc. They
got azadi [freedom] after 70
years of azadi [Indepen-
dence],” Mr. Modi said.

“From just ₹17,000 crore in-
vestment in the past 70
years, the �gures have
touched to ₹38,000 crore in
just two years. Investors are
coming here with an open
mind,” Mr. Modi said.

He said J&K was also wit-
nessing a boom in tourism.
“Kashmir recorded more
tourists in just a few months
this year than the past few
years. This place is booked
till June-July,” he added.

The Prime Minister, who
laid the foundation stone for
the 850-MW Ratle Power
Project and 540-MW Kwar
Hydel Project, said J&K
would be an electricity sur-
plus place soon. “Such pro-
jects will help J&K earn mo-
ney and take J&K to new
heights of development,” he
added. He said ₹20,000
crore connectivity and elec-
tricity-related projects was a
big �gure for a small place
like J&K. “This will speed up
development. A large num-
ber of youths will get em-
ployment,” he added.

He described the deci-

Days of misery are over,
Modi tells J&K youth

The Banihal-Qazigund Road Tunnel in J&K that was
inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi on Sunday. * NISSAR AHMAD



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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