


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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The story so far: Two months after signing
a draft resolution on January 29, Assam and
Meghalaya partially resolved a 50-year-old
dispute along their 884.9 km boundary. An
agreement in this regard, termed historic,
was signed between Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and his Meghalaya
counterpart Conrad K. Sangma in the
presence of Home Minister Amit Shah in
New Delhi on March 29. The agreement is
expected to pave the way for resolving
disputes in the remaining sectors of the
Assam-Meghalaya boundary and similar
areas of di�erence between Assam and three
other northeastern States. 

How did the boundary dispute start? 
Meghalaya, carved out of Assam as an
autonomous State in 1970, became a
full-�edged State in 1972. The creation of the
new State was based on the Assam
Reorganisation (Meghalaya) Act of 1969,
which the Meghalaya government refused to
accept. This was because the Act followed
the recommendations of a 1951 committee to

de�ne the boundary of Meghalaya. On that
panel’s recommendations, areas of the
present-day East Jaintia Hills, Ri-Bhoi and
West Khasi Hills districts of Meghalaya were
transferred to the Karbi Anglong, Kamrup
(metro) and Kamrup districts of Assam.
Meghalaya contested these transfers after
statehood, claiming that they belonged to its
tribal chieftains. Assam said the Meghalaya
government could neither provide
documents nor archival materials to prove
its claim over these areas. After claims and
counter-claims, the dispute was narrowed
down to 12 sectors on the basis of an o�cial

claim by Meghalaya in 2011. 

How did the two governments go about
handling the issue? 
The two States had initially tried resolving
the border dispute through negotiations but
the �rst serious attempt was in May 1983
when they formed a joint o�cial committee
to address the issue. In its report submitted
in November 1983, the committee suggested
that the Survey of India should re-delineate
the boundary with the cooperation of both
the States towards settling the dispute. There
was no follow-up action. As more areas
began to be disputed, the two States agreed
to the constitution of an independent panel
in 1985. Headed by Justice Y.V. Chandrachud,
the committee submitted its report in 1987.
Meghalaya rejected the report as it was
allegedly pro-Assam. Following more
disputes and resultant violence, the two
governments agreed in January 1991 to
jointly demarcate the border with the help
of the Survey of India. About 100 km of the
border was demarcated by the end of 1991,
but Meghalaya found the exercise
unconstitutional and refused to cooperate.
In 2011, the Meghalaya Assembly passed a
resolution for central intervention and the
constitution of a boundary commission. The
Assam Assembly retaliated with a resolution
to oppose the move. But the Centre made
the two governments appoint nodal o�cers
to discuss the boundary dispute to minimise
the points of di�erence. In 2019, the
Meghalaya government petitioned the
Supreme Court to direct the Centre to settle
the dispute. The petition was dismissed. 

How was the ice broken? 
In January 2021, Home Minister Amit Shah
urged all the north-eastern States to resolve
their boundary disputes by August 15, 2022,
when the country celebrates 75 years of
Independence. It was felt that the e�ort
could be fast-tracked since the region’s
sister-States either had a Bharatiya Janata-led
government or that of its
“allergic-to-Congress” allies. In June 2021,
the two States decided to resume talks at the

CM level and adopt a “give-and-take” policy
to settle the disputes once and for all. Of the
12 disputed sectors, six “less complicated”
areas — Tarabari, Gizang, Hahim, Boklapara,
Khanapara-Pilingkata and Ratacherra — were
chosen for resolving in the �rst phase. Both
States formed three regional committees,
one each for a district a�ected by the
disputed sectors. These committees, each
headed by a cabinet minister, were given
“�ve principles” for approaching the issue.
These principles are historical facts of a
disputed sector, ethnicity, administrative
convenience, willingness of people and
contiguity of land preferably with natural
boundaries such as rivers, streams and
rocks. The committee members conducted
surveys of the disputed sectors and held
several meetings with the local stakeholders.
On January 29, the two governments signed
a draft resolution prepared on the basis of
the recommendations of these regional
panels. This paved the way for the March 29
closure of the six disputed sectors. 

Will the partial settlement impact
border disputes elsewhere in the
Northeast? 
According to the partial boundary deal,
Assam will get 18.51 sq. km of the 36.79 sq.
km disputed area while Meghalaya will get
the remaining 18.28 sq. km. There is no
clarity yet on the villages or uninhabited
stretches that would be divided, but some
political parties and community-based
groups in Meghalaya are unhappy about
acceding any part of the disputed areas to
Assam. Reactions are similar in Assam,
where the opposition Congress and local
organisations said the agreement boiled
down to how much land Assam could save
from “aggressor” Meghalaya. But o�cials in
Assam said it was better to let go of areas
where they did not have any administrative
control rather than “live with an irritant
forever”. However, residents in the other six
disputed sectors — Langpih, Borduar,
Nongwah, Matamur, Deshdemoreah Block I
and Block II, and Khanduli — feel the
“give-and-take” template could spell disaster

for them. The fear is more among non-tribal
people who could end up living in a “tribal
Meghalaya with no rights for us”. The
apprehension is similar for residents of
Assam in disputed areas along the border
with other States. According to a paper
tabled in the Assam Assembly in August
2014, six neighbouring States control
77,531.71 hectares of Assam land. Apart from
Meghalaya, the other States are Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and
West Bengal. 

EXPLAINER 

How did the two States reach an agreement? Will it help to solve other border rows in the northeastern region?  

The Assam-Meghalaya boundary dispute resolution 
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Of the 12 disputed sectors, six “less
complicated” areas — Tarabari,
Gizang, Hahim, Boklapara,
Khanapara-Pilingkata and
Ratacherra — were chosen for
resolving in the �rst phase. 

THE GIST
B On March 29, Assam and
Meghalaya partially resolved
a 50-year-old dispute along
their 884.9 km boundary. It
was facilitated by Home
Minister Amit Shah who
urged the States to resolve
their boundary disputes by
August 15, 2022, when the
country celebrates 75 years
of Independence. 

B Meghalaya was carved
out of Assam as an
autonomous State in 1972.
The creation of the new
State was based on the
Assam Reorganisation
(Meghalaya) Act of 1969,
which the Meghalaya
government refused to
accept as areas of the
present-day East Jaintia
Hills, Ri-Bhoi and West
Khasi Hills districts of
Meghalaya were transferred
to the Karbi Anglong,
Kamrup (metro) and Kamrup
districts of Assam.

B Starting from 1983, the
two States had tried
resolving the border dispute
multiple times but it is only
now that an agreement
could be reached. According
to the partial boundary
deal, Assam will get 18.51
sq. km of the 36.79 sq. km
disputed area while
Meghalaya will get the
remaining 18.28 sq. km.

Rahul Karmakar

For a better future: Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma with
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad. K. Sangma after
signing the agreement, in
the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
at North Block in New
Delhi on March 29. * PTI
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The Union government’s latest proposal to enable
the collection of biometric and biological data
from prisoners, besides the usual physical mea-

surements, photographs and �nger-prints, raises se-
rious questions about its legal validity. Such questions
are inevitable in an era in which people look at o�cial
e�orts to gather personal data with suspicion. The
practice of recording the photographs and �ngerprints
of prisoners is more than a century old in the country,
backed by a colonial law dating back to 1920. The Union
government now proposes to expand the idea of taking
“measurements” to cover “�nger-impressions, palm-
print impressions, foot-print impressions, ... physical,
biological samples and their analysis”, besides “beha-
vioural attributes including signatures [and] handwrit-
ing”. The Criminal Procedure (Identi�cation) Bill, 2022,
which embodies this goal, has been introduced in the
Lok Sabha. Some Members have argued that the Bill
went against the Supreme Court’s landmark judgment
declaring privacy as a fundamental right in K.S. Puttas-
wamy. Some contended that the Bill enabled coercive
drawing of samples and possibly involved a violation of
Article 20(3), which protects the right against self-in-
crimination. There are other concerns too, such as the
means by which the data collected will be preserved,
shared, disseminated, and destroyed. The Bill allows
the records to be preserved for 75 years, and to be des-
troyed earlier if the person is discharged or acquitted.

The concern over privacy and the safety of the data is
undoubtedly signi�cant. Such practices that involve the
collection, storage and destruction of vital details of a
personal nature ought to be introduced only after a
strong data protection law, with stringent punishment
for breaches, is in place. The 1920 law enabled the tak-
ing of measurements from convicts sentenced to a pri-
son term of one year and above, and anyone arrested
on a charge that attracts such a prison term; and third-
ly, one who has furnished a bond for good behaviour
and peace. However, the present Bill includes all con-
victs, and anyone arrested under any law in force or de-
tained under any preventive detention law. There is a
provision by which an arrested person, not accused of
an o�ence against a woman or a child, or one that at-
tracts a prison term of seven years or more, may disal-
low the taking of samples. Not all detainees may know
that they can indeed decline to let biological samples to
be taken. And it may be easy for the police to ignore
such refusal and later claim that they did get the detai-
nee’s consent. The Bill is controversial, as the tendency
to arrest activists, protesters and even innocent people
and invoke grave charges is on the rise. It would be in
the �tness of things if it is referred to a Standing Com-
mittee for deeper scrutiny before it is enacted into law.

Identity and privacy 
Prisoners’ identi�cation Bill, which raises

privacy, data safety concerns, requires scrutiny 
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The Sri Lankan economy has been
facing a crisis owing to a serious ba-
lance of payments (BoP) problem. Its
foreign exchange reserves are deplet-
ing rapidly. It is becoming increasing-
ly di�cult to import essential con-
sumption goods. The country is
unable to repay past debts. This arti-
cle is an e�ort to locate the proxi-
mate causes of the current crisis and
document the roles of di�erent
groups and organisations in its
making.

One can, of course, trace the roots
of the crisis to colonialism and Sri
Lanka’s post-war developmental
pathway but let us stick to the last de-
cade for our purposes. Even in the
21st century, Sri Lanka’s economic
fortunes continued to be tied to the
export of primary commodities such
as tea and rubber, and garments. It
mobilised foreign exchange reserves
through primary commodity ex-
ports, tourism and remittances, and
used it to import essential consump-
tion items including food.

When Sri Lanka emerged from a
26-year long war in 2009, it was ex-
pected that economic growth would
revive. Possibly because of pent-up
demand, Sri Lanka’s post-war GDP
growth was reasonably high at 8-9%
per annum between 2009 and 2012.
However, the economy was on a
downward spiral after 2013 as global
commodity prices fell, exports
slowed down and imports rose. The
average GDP growth rate almost
halved after 2013. A counter-cyclical
�scal policy was ruled out, as the
hands of the then Mahinda Rajapak-
sa government were tied by a $2.6
billion loan obtained from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) in
2009. During the period of the war,
budget de�cits were high. Further,
the capital �ight that accompanied
the global �nancial crisis of 2008
drained Sri Lanka’s foreign exchange
reserves. The IMF loan in 2009 was
obtained in this context, with the
conditionality that budget de�cits
would be reduced to 5% of the GDP
by 2011.

With no pick-up in growth or ex-

ports, and the continuing drain of fo-
reign exchange reserves, the new Un-
ited National Party (UNP)-led
coalition government approached
the IMF in 2016 for another US$1.5
billion loan for a three-year period
between 2016 and 2019. The IMF’s
conditionality was that the �scal def-
icit must be reduced to 3.5% by 2020.
Other conditionalities included a re-
form of the tax policy and tax admi-
nistration; control of expenditures;
commercialisation of public enter-
prises; �exibility in exchange rates;
improvement of competitiveness;
and a free environment for foreign
investment. 

The IMF package led to a deterio-
ration of Sri Lanka’s economic
health. GDP growth rates shrank
from 5% in 2015 to 2.9% in 2019. In-
vestment rate fell from 31.2% in 2015
to 26.8% in 2019. Savings rate fell
from 28.8% in 2015 to 24.6% in 2019.
Government revenues shrank from
14.1% of the GDP in 2016 to 12.6% of
the GDP in 2019. Gross government
debt rose from 78.5% of the GDP in
2015 to 86.8% of the GDP in 2019.

New shocks to economy
In 2019, there were two further
shocks to the economy. First, the
Easter bomb blasts of April 2019 in
churches in Colombo led to the
death of 253 people. Consequently,
the number of tourists fell sharply
leading to a decline in foreign ex-
change reserves. The blasts dealt a
severe blow to the prospects of eco-
nomic recovery.

Secondly, the UNP-led govern-
ment was replaced in November

2019 by a new government led by the
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP), headed by Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa. The SLPP had promised lower tax
rates and wide-ranging sops for farm-
ers during their campaign. On the
surface, these promises appeared di-
vergent from the IMF package. Ho-
wever, in the absence of a concrete
policy alternative to the IMF’s neolib-
eral package, these promises were
hollow.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa was quick to
implement the ill-advised plan to
slash taxes. In December 2019, the
value added tax (VAT) rates were re-
duced from 15% to 8%. The annual
threshold for VAT registration was
raised from LKR 12 million to LKR
300 million. The annual income
threshold for waiver of personal in-
come tax was raised from LKR
500,000 to LKR 3,000,000. The na-
tion building tax, the PAYE tax and
the economic service charges were
abolished. 

Estimates show that there was a
33.5% decline in the number of regis-
tered taxpayers between 2019 and
2020, and close to 2% of the GDP was
lost in taxes thus foregone. GST/VAT
revenues were halved between 2019
and 2020.

The COVID-19 pandemic in 2020
made the bad situation worse. Ex-
ports of tea, rubber, spices and gar-
ments su�ered. Tourism arrivals and
revenues fell further. The pandemic
also necessitated a rise in govern-
ment expenditures: the �scal de�cit
exceeded 10% in 2020 and 2021, and
the ratio of public debt to GDP rose
from 94% in 2019 to 119% in 2021.

Sri Lanka annually spent about
$260 million (or about 0.3% of its
GDP) on fertiliser subsidies. Most of
the fertilisers are imported. To pre-
vent the drain of foreign exchange re-
serves, the Gotabaya government
came up with a novel, but thorough-
ly bizarre, solution in 2021. All fertil-
iser imports were completely
banned from May 2021, and it was
declared that Sri Lanka would over-
night become a 100% organic farm-
ing nation. This policy, which was
withdrawn in November 2021 after
protests by farmers, literally pushed
Sri Lanka to the brink of a disaster.
Agricultural scientists were unani-
mous in warning the Gotabaya go-
vernment of the potential losses
from the organic farming policy.
They wrote to the government that
yields may drop by 25% in paddy,
35% in tea and 30% in coconut if
chemical fertilisers were banned.

Fertilizer ban �asco
The scientists were proven right. In
February 2022, the IMF assessed that
there was a “worse-than-anticipated
impact of the chemical fertilizer ban
on agricultural production”, which
was likely to drag down the pros-
pects of economic recovery. As agri-
cultural production fell, more im-
ports of food became necessary. But
increasing imports was di�cult in
the face of foreign exchange shortag-
es. Thus, in�ation rose to 17.5% in Fe-
bruary 2022. Also, a fall in the pro-
ductivity of tea and rubber led to
lower export incomes. And thus, the
organic farming policy, which aimed
to soften the pressure on reserves,
ended up straining them even
further.

The current Sri Lankan economic
crisis, then, is the product of the his-
torical imbalances in the economic
structure, the IMF’s loan-related con-
ditionalities, misguided policies of
authoritarian rulers and the o�cial
embrace of pseudo-science. The fu-
ture looks bleak too. The govern-
ment might approach the IMF once
again for a new loan with fresh condi-
tionalities. With the global outlook
appearing dim, a renewed push to
such a de�ationary policy would not
just limit the prospects of economic
revival, but also exacerbate the suf-
ferings of the Sri Lankan people.

R. Ramakumar is Professor, Tata Institute of
Social Sciences, Mumbai

The country’s current situation is due to misguided policies and �awed external advice 

Explaining Sri Lanka’s economic crisis 

R. Ramakumar

AP
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Global hunger is on the rise,
driven by the climate crisis,
the COVID-19 pandemic

shocks, con�icts, poverty, and in-
equality. Millions are living in hun-
ger and many more do not have
access to adequate food. More pe-
ople are living in hunger than in
2015 when the member states of
the United Nations, including In-
dia, agreed to Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals (SDGs) that provide
a shared blueprint for peace and
prosperity for people and the pla-
net, now and into the future.

In 2019, 650 million people
around the world su�ered from
chronic hunger — 43 million more
than in 2014. Since the onset of the
pandemic, the number of people
on the brink of starvation has dou-
bled from 135 million people, pre-
COVID, a year ago to 270 million.

India’s outreach
The title invokes the concept of Va-
sudhaiva Kutumbakam, ‘Earth is
One Family’, from India’s tradi-
tional philosophical outlook that
has gained huge relevance over
the past 75 years since being cited
in the United Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA) to underline the
collective nature of the crises and
a matching response that is
needed.

At the core of the concept is ‘Va-
sudha’, which means the planet
earth, and describes how di�erent
nations form one collective and
cannot escape the common con-
nection of concern and humanity.

In his 2014 UN General Assemb-
ly address, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said, “India’s traditional
outlook sees the world as one fa-
mily and that is linked to its Vedic
tradition of Vasudhaiva Kutumba-
kam” — underlining its relevance
not just for global peace, coopera-
tion, environment protection but
also for humanitarian response in-
cluding rising global hunger and
leaving no one behind.

The number of people in need
of urgent food assistance — esti-
mated at 270 million in 2021 — be-
cause of the pandemic will grow
signi�cantly with the crisis in Af-
ghanistan and the ongoing war in
Ukraine. The fallout of the war is
driving food and fuel prices that
will add to the burden to the mil-
lions (especially the poor and mar-
ginalised) who are struggling.

Sadly, the global burden of mal-
nutrition remains enormous, with
almost 150 million children stunt-
ed, nearly 50 million wasted, and
every other child — as well as two
billion adults — su�ering from mi-
cronutrient de�ciencies.

Helping Afghanistan
India’s recent and ongoing human-
itarian food assistance to the peo-
ple of Afghanistan, through the
United Nations Food Programme
(where half of the population
needs urgent food assistance to av-
ert a famine) is an example of its
commitment and commendable
steps towards humanitarian
crises.

The 50,000 Metric Tonnes (MT)
of food assistance in the form of
wheat committed by India is being
sent in instalments to Jalalabad,
Afghanistan, through Pakistan.
The �rst consignment, part of In-
dia’s in-kind contribution to the
United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), was �agged-o� on
February 22 in a ceremony at Am-
ritsar’s Attari border crossing, by
India’s Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla and Afghanis-
tan’s Ambassador to India Farid
Mamundzay. I was honoured to be
a part of the historic and timely
support by India. 

It is important to put this assis-
tance in the context of the need in
Afghanistan. Over 22.8 million pe-
ople — half of the population — are
projected to be acutely food inse-
cure in 2022; this includes 8.7 mil-
lion at risk of famine-like condi-
tions. Nearly 4.7 million children,
pregnant and lactating women are
at risk of acute malnutrition in
2022. All 34 provinces are facing a
crisis or emergency levels of acute
food insecurity.

The WFP in Afghanistan has in
place a massive supply chain and
logistics infrastructure, with hun-

dreds of trucks and sta� ensuring
that food assistance reaches those
who need it the most and no one is
excluded. This makes each contri-
bution and partnership with the
Government of India, a lifesaving
one for children, women, and men
in need.

India has been a strong ally of
the Afghan people, traditionally,
and has extended over a million
metric tonnes in the past, includ-
ing 75,000 metric tonnes last year
in partnership with the WFP. 

In the past two years, India has
provided aid to several countries
in Africa and the Middle East/West
Asia to overcome natural calami-
ties and the COVID-19 pandemic. I
have been a party to India’s sup-
port to Yemen and Zimbabwe in
the past. 

From su�ciency to assistance
India has made enormous pro-
gress in food production over the
years, with an inspiring journey
towards self-su�ciency in food
production, marked by the Green
Revolution. In 2020, India pro-
duced over 300 million tonnes of
cereals and had built up a food
stock of 100 million tonnes. The
country has registered record har-
vests over the last few years, with
several enabling policies and in-
centives to farmers. In 2021, India
exported a record 20 million
tonnes of rice and wheat.

As India’s foodgrain surplus
continues to grow, along with its
footprint as a key humanitarian
food assistance player, underlin-
ing its partnership with the WFP, it
is also important to highlight the
story of its transition from receiv-
ing food aid to now providing food
aid to those in need. 

The long journey from chronic
food shortage to surplus food pro-
ducer o�ers several valuable les-

sons for other developing coun-
tries in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America in land reforms, public
investments, institutional infras-
tructure, new regulatory systems,
public support, and intervention
in agri markets and prices and agri
research. I witnessed some of this
transformation as an agronomy
student at the Punjab Agricultural
University around four decades
ago. We also saw this aspect being
highlighted through the UN Food
Systems Summit 2021 process.

Safety nets
One of India’s greatest contribu-
tions to equity in food is its Nation-
al Food Security Act (NFSA) 2013
that anchors the Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS), the
Mid-Day meals (MDM), and the In-
tegrated Child Development Ser-
vices (ICDS). Today, India’s food
safety nets collectively reach over
a billion people.

Food safety nets and inclusion
are linked with public procure-
ment and bu�er stock policy. This
was visible during the global food
crises of 2008-2012, and more re-
cently during the COVID-19 pan-
demic fallout, whereby vulnerable
and marginalised families in India
continued to be bu�ered by TPDS
which became a lifeline with a ro-
bust stock of food grains.

The Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-
lyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) intro-
duced in 2020 to provide relief to
800 million bene�ciaries covered
under the NFSA from COVID-19 in-
duced economic hardships has
been extended by another six
months up to September 2022.
The total PMGKAY outlay so far
adds up to ₹2.6 trillion.

India’s support to its neigh-
bours and other countries that
struggle with food emergencies
and food insecurity must continue
its growth trajectory. 

For instance, in Afghanistan it-
self the need is immense. Over half
of all Afghan people — 23 million —
now need emergency food assis-
tance. The latest WFP food securi-
ty data show that 95% of Afghans
consume insu�cient food, with
the number rising to almost 100%
among households headed by wo-
men. Two-thirds — 66% — are re-
sorting to desperate coping mea-

sures such as borrowing money or
skipping meals to feed their fami-
lies, a six-fold increase since Au-
gust last year. 

Humanitarian food assistance
and partnerships that help create
robust policy innovations by way
of food safety nets and resilient li-
velihoods, will contribute towards
global peace. 

It is not just important to res-
pond to the hunger and the food
security needs of communities af-
fected by con�icts but also to con-
sider addressing them as a global
community to avoid human su�er-
ing and the massive humanitarian
assistance needs that it creates.

A peace catalyst
Research undertaken by the Stock-
holm International Peace Re-
search Institute (SIPRI) points to
WFP programmes contributing to
creating conditions for peace in
four areas including ‘bolstering so-
cial cohesion, strengthening the
link between citizen and state, and
resolving grievances within and
between communities’.

The Nobel Peace Prize to the
WFP in 2020 cited the WFP’s role
and the importance of access to
food in maintaining peace.

India has made major progress
in addressing hunger and malnu-
trition, but a lot needs to be done
and we must continue this path as
the trailblazer in access and inclu-
sion through public policies and
systems. For over �ve decades the
WFP has been partnering with In-
dia and seen its transition from be-
ing a recipient to a donor.

However, we must take note of
the fact that India can do more
and is doing more on delivering
the goal of Zero Hunger and equity
globally.

As the world’s largest humani-
tarian agency, the WFP, and India,
as the largest democracy, can lev-
erage this partnership to contri-
bute to addressing food emergen-
cies and strengthening
humanitarian response, embody-
ing the spirit of ‘leave no one be-
hind’ and Vasudhaiva Kutumba-
kam. 

Bishow Parajuli is Representative and
Country Director to India, United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP) 

India’s food response as ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ 
Its journey from chronic food shortage to surplus producer partnering the WFP has lessons for the developing world 

Bishow Parajuli
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Pakistan’s embattled Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Wednesday e�ectively lost
majority in Parliament after
a key partner of the ruling
coalition joined the ranks of
the Opposition, which has
tabled a no-con�dence mo-
tion against his government
in the National Assembly.

At a joint press conference
of the Opposition parties
here, the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-
P), a key ally of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf-led coalition
government, with its seven
members, announced that it
has parted ways with the go-
vernment. 

Mr. Khan needs 172 votes
in the lower house of 342 to
foil the Opposition’s bid to
topple him. However, Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman, chief of
the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islama
Fazl ( JUI-F), said the Opposi-
tion had the support of 175
lawmakers and the Prime
Minister should resign.

It was also announced
that Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) pre-

sident and Leader of the Op-
position Shehbaz Sharif
would be the next Prime Mi-
nister after the removal of
69-year-old Mr. Khan.

“We want to make a new
beginning for politics of tole-
rance and true democracy,”
MQM-P chief Khalid Maq-
bool Siddiqui told reporters.

“I announce to support the
Opposition in Parliament.” 

Mr. Sharif said it was an
important day as all the Op-
position parties had joined
together to address the pro-
blems faced by Pakistan.
“The premier, even if he is a
selected one, should resign
to set a new tradition.” 

Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari,
chairman of the Pakistan Pe-
oples Party (PPP), said the
support by the MQM was a
big development and with
this the Prime Minister had
lost the majority. “The Prime
Minister has no option and
will have to resign,” he said.

Mr. Bilawal also said Mr.
Sharif would soon be elected
the next Prime Minister.

Another ally of the ruling
coalition, the Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) with �ve
members in the lower
house, announced on Mon-
day that it had “accepted the
Opposition’s invitation” to
vote against Mr. Khan.

Meanwhile, Interior Mi-
nister Sheikh Rashid said Mr.
Khan, at a special session of
the Cabinet, shared a “threa-
tening letter”, saying that it
was proof of a foreign con-
spiracy to topple his govern-
ment. 

‘Will �ght till last ball’
To a question if the Prime
Minister would announce
his resignation, Mr. Rashid
said: “No way. He will �ght
till the last ball.” 

Imran loses majority after key
partner sides with Opposition 
Opposition leader Shehbaz Sharif will be next PM, says Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari 
Press Trust of india
Islamabad
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Recognising that “timing is
key” for Sri Lanka as it tries
to cope with a grave eco-
nomic crisis, the Indian sys-
tem is working “overtime”
to expedite its assistance to
the island nation, External
A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar
said on Wednesday, wrap-
ping up his visit.

“In a situation like this,
things cannot be done at a
normal pace. Everything
must be fast-tracked. Our
system is working overtime.
What would have taken
weeks earlier is now taking
days,” he said, adding that
the recently �nalised Indian
credit line of $1 billion for es-
sential imports would be op-
erationalised “very soon.”

Brie�ng Colombo-based
Indian journalists ahead of
his departure to New Delhi,
the Minister — who was here
to attend the BIMSTEC sum-
mit — said India may not be
Sri Lanka’s top creditor but
is the country’s closest
neighbour. 

“We are approaching it
[Sri Lankan crisis] like a sen-
sible, good neighbour, keep-
ing politics out of it,” he said,
pointing to the $400 million

RBI currency swap, the
$500 million loan defer-
ment, $500 million credit
line for fuel, and the more
recent billion-dollar credit
line that New Delhi has ex-
tended or facilitated this
year. “I can’t remember the
last time we stepped up like
this for any country. We
have helped countries dur-
ing natural disasters or the
pandemic. But this is di�e-
rent,” he said, admitting Sri
Lanka’s “needs are more.” 

Recent bilateral pacts, in-
cluding for private sector in-
vestment from India, had
“strengthened Sri Lanka’s
overall position,” Mr. Jaish-
ankar observed. “That Sri
Lanka’s closest neighbour is
investing as much here is a
statement in itself.”

Since January, India has
signed several long-negotiat-
ed agreements, including
the joint development of the
Trincomalee Oil Tank
Farms, and energy projects
in the north and east to be
set up by the National Ther-
mal Power Corporation and
the Adani Group. 

Working hard to help
Sri Lanka: Jaishankar 
He lists out initiatives by New Delhi 
Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

HOSPITALS IN SRI LANKA
STOP SURGERY � PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 12
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Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di called for strengthening
the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic
Cooperation), and welcomed
the unveiling of the Charter
of the organisation that con-
nects the littoral countries of
the Bay of Bengal.

The summit concluded in
Colombo on Wednesday.

Addressing the meeting
virtually in Hindi, Mr. Modi
said: “Today we have adopt-
ed the Charter of BIMSTEC.
This is an important step to-
wards creating an institution-
al architecture of BIMSTEC.”
The Charter had given the
BIMSTEC a new orientation
and concrete goals. Under
this Charter, the members
were expected to meet once
in every two years.

Two components
The Prime Minister called
for a Free Trade Agreement
among the member coun-
tries. He mentioned the ne-
cessity for coastal shipping
ecosystem and electricity
grid interconnectivity, as

two of the necessary compo-
nents of the evolving shape
of the BIMSTEC.

India will be the “security
pillar” of the BIMSTEC, an
o�cial of the Ministry of Ex-
ternal A�airs (MEA) said at
the conclusion of the
summit.

The summit saw the de-
claration of the Master Plan
for Transport Connectivity
that would provide a frame-
work for regional and dom-
estic connectivity, said the
MEA o�cial. 

Rudrendra Tandon,
MEA’s Joint Secretary in

charge of the BIMSTEC and
South Asian region, stated:
“The signing of the Charter
was the main outcome of
this summit. With the Char-
ter, the BIMSTEC now has an
international personality. It
has an emblem, it has a �ag.
It has a formally listed pur-
pose and principles that it is
going to adhere to. It repre-
sents signi�cant evolution of
the grouping. From our per-
spective signing of the Char-
ter was the most important
outcome.” 

MEA says India will be the ‘security pillar’ of the grouping 
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Modi moots free trade
agreement for BIMSTEC 

New bond: Sri Lankan Minister Gamini Lakshman Peiris (left)
listening to a speech by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the
BIMSTEC summit in Colombo on Wednesday. * AFP

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 12
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part of the Bay of Bengal
Community. 

“BIMSTEC is a multilater-
al regional cooperation plat-
form and the aim is to focus
on economic and develop-
ment cooperation to do ac-
tivities that genuinely deliv-
er value to people. Members
on this platform are coun-
tries who are geographically
littoral to or dependent
upon the Bay of Bengal. For
the success of this platform,
we require all countries to
be present. Myanmar is an
important constituent mem-
ber of the BIMSTEC and it
has a very important geogra-
phy,” he observed. 

He announced that in line
with the development of the
organisation into a formal
structure, the leaders of the
member-countries had
agreed to divide the working
of the grouping into seven
segments, with India provid-
ing leadership to the securi-
ty pillar.

The summit, held in the
backdrop of the Ukraine cri-
sis, also drew attention be-
cause of the presence of
Myanmar, a country ruled
by the military, which is a
leading violator of human
rights in the world. 

Mr. Tandon justi�ed the
inclusion of Myanmar as it is

Modi moots free trade
agreement for BIMSTEC 
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Aconference in Israel of the top diplomats from
the U.S. and four Arab countries would have
been unthinkable a few years ago. But on Mon-

day, in Israel’s Negev desert, o�cials from the U.S., the
UAE, Bahrain, Morocco, Egypt and Israel gathered to
discuss security partnerships, Iran and other issues,
signalling a decisive shift in West Asian geopolitics.
Ahead of the summit, Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett went to Egypt to meet President Abdel Fattah al-Si-
si and Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Zayed. The UAE and Israel, which normalised relations
as part of the Abraham Accords in 2020, have stepped
up their economic and security cooperation ever since.
The Abraham Accords signalled that Israel’s continuing
occupation of the Palestinian territories was no longer
an Arab-Israel problem. Now, Arab-Israeli relations
have gained a new dimension, with Mr. Bennet report-
edly proposing a “Middle East defensive envelope” fea-
turing Israel’s advanced missile defence systems. The
Negev conference signals a new era of security partner-
ship between these erstwhile foes who are brought to-
gether by regional and global developments.

America’s allies in the region face two challenges.
One is the shrinking U.S. security umbrella. The be-
drock of the partnership between the U.S. and its Gulf
allies was America’s security guarantees in return for
the seamless �ow of oil. But the U.S. security promises
took a hit when Saudi Arabia’s oil installations came un-
der attack in 2019, for which the Saudis and the Amer-
icans blame Iran. Oil production was hit but the Trump
administration chose to do nothing. Since then, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE have come under multiple attacks
by Yemen’s Houthis and the U.S. has o�ered little help.
Second, the Gulf kingdoms and Israel look at the Iran
nuclear deal di�erently from the U.S. While Washing-
ton sees the revival of the nuclear deal — which would
impose curbs on Iran’s nuclear programme in return
for lifting sanctions — as the best way to tackle Iran’s nu-
clear ambitions, the Gulf kingdoms as well as Israel be-
lieve removing sanctions would eventually strengthen
Tehran’s standing in the region. Their worry is that if
Iran is allowed to reach its natural economic potential,
it would translate that economic might into convention-
al military capabilities and step up support for its prox-
ies, from the Hezbollah to the Houthis. Faced with the
U.S.’s declining security role and the possibility of a
stronger Iran, these countries are coming together to
write a new collective security model. There is nothing
wrong in building partnerships based on pragmatic
realism. But that alone might not bring peace. If lasting
peace and security are their primary goals, Israel, West
Asian countries and the U.S. should also seek some kind
of detente with Iran.

Shifting sands 
Arab countries and the U.S. 

should seek detente with Iran 
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tional Alliance (TNA),
representing war-a�ected
Tamils of the north and
east. Later, a TNA delega-
tion too briefed the visiting
Indian o�cial of the interac-
tion. 

“Four speci�c issues – the
release of political prison-
ers, land, missing persons
and development have
come up in their discussion.
These have concerned the
Tamils for a long time now.
Both sides have identi�ed
and agreed upon speci�c,
actionable points. Since
there is prospect of move-
ment, we think it is a good
idea to pursue those,” Mr.
Jaishankar said.

“Action on these issues
could have an impact on re-
conciliation and trust build-
ing. But that is not the end
of the conversation,” he ad-
ded, referring to the pend-
ing political solution.

India o�cially “wel-
comed” the talks in a state-
ment on Monday.

Further, the Minister con-
gratulated Sri Lanka for suc-
cessfully hosting the BIM-
STEC summit amid
challenges of the pandemic.
“After 25 years, the BIM-
STEC charter is done, and
there is a formal organisa-
tional structure now. This is
important as SAARC is stuck
because of Pakistan,” he
said. 

Members had also for-
malised a “master plan for
connectivity,” he noted,
terming the developments
“a big step in improving the
e�ectiveness and weight” of
BIMSTEC.

The slew of agreements,
that some commentators in
Sri Lanka have linked to In-
dian �nancial assistance,
suggests a shift from the
time Mr. Jaishankar visited
Sri Lanka last, in early 2021.
The “slow-paced” progress
in India-backed projects had
dominated most discussions
then. “Today there is a
sense of collaboration and
cooperation,” he said. 

All the same, Sri Lanka’s
political Opposition has
questioned the Adani
Group’s “backdoor entry”
into the island’s energy sec-
tor, rather than through the
competitive bidding process
mandated by Sri Lanka’s
energy laws. 

Asked about the emerg-
ing criticism, Mr. Jaishankar
said: “We [Indian govern-
ment] don’t get into private
sector investment here. The
development of the Trinco-
malee Farms is based on an
intergovernmental under-
standing. NTPC is a PSU.
G2B (Government to busi-
ness) is their [Sri Lanka’s]
business. Maybe they’re
looking to shore up investor
con�dence here,” he said.

During his visit, the EAM
held talks with the Sri Lan-
kan leadership, senior mi-
nisters and key members of
the Opposition. While a
“bulk” of his bilateral meet-
ing with President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa focused on the
economy, several other mat-
ters of mutual interest were
brie�y discussed, the EAM
said. This included the Pre-
sident’s account of his re-
cent talks with the Tamil Na-

Working hard to help 
Sri Lanka, says Jaishankar 
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Germany would not “preach
or teach” India about its po-
sition on Russia’s war in Uk-
raine but hoped that no
“friendly country” would at-
tempt to subvert sanctions
put in place by the U.S., the
European Union and partn-
ers against Russia, German
Foreign and Security Adviser
Jens Plotner said in Delhi on
Wednesday. 

Mr. Plotner, who met Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and External A�airs
Minister S. Jaishankar during
his two-day visit, said that
while India had had some
di�erences with the western
countries on the war, he
hoped that they could come
to the “common conclusion”
that Russia’s invasion, which
he called a “blatant violation
of international norms”,
would not go “unchecked,”
in his discussions in Delhi. 

“Because, if this [Russian
action] goes unchecked, I
think it will be really devas-
tating for all of us. And that is
why I’m quite con�dent that
although in the past there

have been di�erent ways of
voting [at the United Na-
tions], I do feel that that
there is a solid basis of com-
monality of view with our
friends in India,” Mr. Plotner
told journalists on Wednes-
day prior to his meetings.

Economic advantage
“We would very much like to
see a situation where there is
no back�lling on the sanc-
tions that we operate and
where no friendly country in
the world takes the step of
actually taking economic ad-
vantage of the war,” he said
in response to a question
from The Hindu about dis-
cussions between the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) and
Bank of Russia on building
rupee-rouble payment me-
chanisms that would work
around the sanctioned banks
and �nancial entities so as to
facilitate India-Russia trade
and energy purchases.

The Ministry of External
A�airs did not respond to the
comments. In a tweet about
meeting Mr. Plotner, Mr.
Jaishankar said that “Under-
standably, our conversation

focused around the Ukraine
situation,” without giving
any details.

Government sources said
New Delhi understood that
the visit of Mr. Plotner and
other high-level foreign dig-
nitaries were for consulta-
tions on “ongoing bilateral,
regional and multilateral is-
sues,” but did not directly
mention Ukraine.

Mr. Plotner’s visit coin-
cides with a number of other
visits to Delhi carrying a si-

milar message on Russia, in-
cluding U.S. Deputy NSA and
sanctions strategist Daleep
Singh, Mexican Foreign Mi-
nister Marcelo Ebrard and
U.K. Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss, who will be in Delhi
on Thursday. 

The visits carry particular
signi�cance as they precede
Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov’s visit to Delhi on
Thursday and Friday, where
he is expected to brief India
on the Ukraine war, peace

talks in Turkey as well as pos-
sible payment mechanisms
for facilitating trade, energy
and defence purchases.

Common conclusion 
When asked about the Lav-
rov visit, Mr. Plotner said
that it “could be useful” if
New Delhi were to give him a
“clear message” on ending
the war in Ukraine. He added
that while it would be “pre-
posterous” for Germany to
pre-empt the Russian Fo-
reign Minister’s discussions
he was quite con�dent that
although [India and Germa-
ny] might have di�erent ap-
proaches, we will still come
to the common conclusion
that this [war] cannot go
unchecked.

The comments by the Ger-
man o�cial indicate a more
vocal discomfort in Euro-
pean capitals with New Del-
hi’s position, including the
Modi government’s refusal to
criticise Russia’s actions, or
to back western resolutions
at the U.N. In an interview
this week, a visiting EU spe-
cial envoy said the European
countries were “not

pleased” by India’s absten-
tions at the U.N. and would
have welcomed a di�erent
position.

In addition, visiting digni-
taries have expressed some
disquiet, both publicly and
privately, in talks about re-
ports that the government is
discussing buying discount-
ed Russian oil, a move that
could be seen as diluting or
subverting the stringent
sanctions regime announced
by about 40 countries in-
cluding the U.S., EU, Japan,
Australia, South Korea, Sin-
gapore and others.

When asked about a possi-
ble double standard bet-
ween European countries
continuing to take Russia oil
and gas while asking others
like India to forgo Russian
energy supplies, Mr. Plotner
said that the di�erence was
Europe, which has been tra-
ditionally tied to contracts
with Russia, was now cutting
down its intake, with a view
to ending all imports from
Russia in the next year, and
stepping up the move to-
wards renewable energy
sources as well.

India, Germany discuss Ukraine situation
Berlin’s Foreign and Security Adviser says ‘there is a solid basis of commonality of view with our friends in India’
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

German Foreign and Security Adviser Jens Plotner with India’s
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Beijing and Moscow ad-
vanced a vision of a new
world order on Wednesday
as Russia’s Foreign Minister
made his �rst visit to key ally
China since the invasion of
Ukraine.

Sergey Lavrov landed in
the eastern city of Huang-
shan early on Wednesday for
a series of meetings about
the future of Afghanistan.

Amid the ongoing war,
U.S. o�cials have accused
China of signalling “willing-
ness” to provide military and
economic aid to Russia.

But on Wednesday, Mr.

Lavrov painted a picture of a
new world order, saying the
world was “living through a
very serious stage in the his-
tory of international

relations”.
“We, together with you,

and with our sympathisers
will move towards a multipo-
lar, just, democratic world

order,” Mr. Lavrov said. 
There has been no rea-

dout of their meeting from
the Chinese side. 

But Foreign Ministry spo-
kesman Wang Wenbin later
told reporters that Moscow
and Beijing will continue ef-
forts in “advancing global
multipolarity and the demo-
cratisation of international
relations”.

Mr. Lavrov will attend a
series of meetings hosted by
China to discuss ways to help
Afghanistan, with diplomats
from the United States and
the Taliban-led country’s
neighbours also expected to
attend. 

Lavrov in China for Afghan talks
Russian Foreign Minister presents a vision for a new world order with Beijing

Common goals: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left,
meeting his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi on Wednesday. * AFP

Agence France-Presse
Beijing
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R. Narayanaswamy

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday
approved a Bill to amend the
Chartered Accountants Act,

1949, the law that governs the In-
stitute of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI). It also amends the
Cost and Works Accountants Act,
1959 and the Company Secretaries
Act 1980. Introduced in the Lok
Sabha on December 17, 2021, and
titled the Chartered Accountants,
the Cost and Works Accountants
and the Company Secretaries
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, the key
changes it proposes are: Disci-
pline: the ICAI’s disciplinary com-
mittee and board of discipline will
be chaired by non-chartered ac-
countants (CA), and its elected
council members will no longer be
in a majority in them. And then,
governance and administration:
the term of the ICAI’s Council will
be raised from three to four years,
and the maximum number of con-
secutive terms for its elected mem-
bers will be reduced to two from
the current three; the ICAI’s Secre-
tary will replace the ICAI’s presi-
dent as its chief executive and per-
form the functions to be speci�ed;
the ICAI will appoint its auditor
from the Comptroller and Auditor-
General of India’s panel of CA
�rms; and the Government will
form a coordination committee for
the ICAI and the Institutes of Cost
Accountants and Company Secre-
taries of India. 

If done well, these changes
should strengthen the ICAI’s ac-
countability, governance, and ad-

ministration. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Finance
has endorsed these changes and
has further recommended an end
to the ICAI’s monopoly in
certi�cation.

Training, disciplinary record 
Exams and articleship are the rites
of passage for CA aspirants. The
examinations are reputedly hard
to crack. The three-year article-
ship gives hands-on training. That
said, senior industry managers be-
moan that many CAs do not have
what it takes to succeed in the cor-
porate world, i.e., analytical abili-
ty, critical thinking, appreciation
of the business context, grasp of
technology, and communication
and presentation skills. CA stu-
dents do not have in-class interac-
tion. Also, the coaching is focused
on cracking examinations rather
than facilitating understanding
and application. Of course, the un-
predictability of examination out-
comes does not help. Further, to-
day’s school leaver thinks about
‘cool’ careers such as pursuing an
MBA, law, AI/ML (arti�cial intelli-
gence and machine learning), data
science and web design. So, it is no
surprise that CA student enrol-
ment in 2021 was a third lower
than in 2010. 

The ICAI’s record in disciplining
its members is even more proble-
matic. There have been persistent
complaints that the ICAI is lax in
acting against errant members. On
the occasion of Chartered Accoun-
tants Day on July 1, 2017, the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, was crit-
ical of the CA community for its
lack of quality and integrity. It was
a serious indictment of the ICAI’s
self-regulation. In 2018, the Go-
vernment had set up the National
Financial Reporting Authority as
India’s �rst independent regulator

of accounting and audit. The pro-
posed changes in the composition
of the ICAI’s disciplinary arms will
further limit its role. As a result,
the ICAI will be e�ectively reduced
to an examination board.

Historical baggage
Chartered accountancy is an odd
fusion of medieval, colonial and li-
cence raj institutions and practic-
es. Articleship is a source of cheap,
and tame, labour for some practi-
tioners. The idea of training by
members of a trade association
goes back to medieval guilds.
Much of the work that CAs do and
clamour for is a remnant of the li-
cence raj. Many businesses and
professions have changed beyond
recognition as a result of the eco-
nomic reforms initiated in 1991.
The demutualised and technolo-
gy-driven National Stock Exchange
of India has transformed stock-
broking. Indian IT and pharma
companies now compete success-
fully with the best in the world. In-
dia’s entertainment industry has a
worldwide audience. Even in a li-
censed profession such as law, the
�ve-year degree has become a
sought-after quali�cation.

In contrast, CA has not kept
pace with the changes in India’s
dynamic economy and changing
society. The ICAI was set up in
1949, largely as the Indian version
of the U.K. institute. Its evolution
since then has mirrored the rise of
the licence raj that was character-
ised by uncompetitive capital, pro-

duct and labour markets, worth-
less form-�lling and box-ticking,
and incredibly high tax rates. The
focus of Indian business back then
was on how to make money by
beating the system rather than by
improving e�ciency, relevance
and competitiveness. CAs greatly
bene�ted from that system. They
kept beseeching the government
for mandatory work such as issu-
ing import utilisation certi�cates,
tax audit, public sector bank
branch audit, concurrent audit,
and so on. Most of such work is of
dubious value. Ironically, among
CAs, “professional development”
does not mean skill upgradation
but is a code for getting low-value
work from government entities.
Elected council members have no
reason to rock the boat. This is not
sustainable.

AI/ML is already playing a sig-
ni�cant role in medical diagnosis
and legal drafting and case analy-
sis. Accounting and auditing are
more amenable to the replace-
ment of humans by technology.
AI, robotics, and other technologi-
cal advances are likely to reduce
the need for human intervention
in accounting. Also, recent admi-
nistrative reforms aimed at ena-
bling ease of doing business and
ease of living, such as faceless tax
assessment, easy �ling of tax re-
turns, prompt refunds, rising
threshold for tax audit, and aboli-
tion of Goods and Services Tax au-
dit have greatly reduced the availa-
bility of captive,
government-mandated, make-
work business for CAs. Puzzlingly
(or perhaps not), overseas accoun-
tancy quali�cations such as the As-
sociation of Chartered Certi�ed
Accountants (ACCA) and Char-
tered Institute of Management Ac-
countants (CIMA) are gaining pop-
ularity in India, perhaps because

they are recognised worldwide,
are more relevant to current and
future needs, and are accepted
even in India by global companies
and global accounting �rms.

Having IIAs
The Parliamentary Committee’s
suggestion to set up a string of In-
dian Institutes of Accounting (IIAs)
on the lines of the Indian Institutes
of Technology (IIT) and the Indian
Institutes of Management (IIM) is
innovative. The IIAs will o�er a
�ve-year full-time and broad-
based degree in accounting, audit-
ing and related areas and their
graduates. At one level, they will
end the ICAI’s statutory monopoly
over certi�cation. More competi-
tion should result in better quality
and higher standards of conduct.
Though the ICAI and the IIAs are
di�erent, they have to compete for
the same talent pool. At another
level, the IIAs can greatly enhance
the quality of education with a
wholesome curriculum. By broa-
dening access, they can make the
accounting community more in-
clusive and socially diverse. 

Accounting institutes in other
countries including the United
Kingdom have changed. The Bill
and the Parliamentary Commit-
tee’s report can be seen as e�orts
to drag the ICAI to the contempor-
ary world, kicking and screaming
if needed. The ICAI’s leadership
needs to ponder and explain the
reforms to its membership. It
would be wise to read the pro-
posed changes as a warning and
respond maturely.

R. Narayanaswamy is a retired Professor
of Finance and Accounting, Indian
Institute of Management, Bangalore, and
Chair, Technical Advisory Committee of
the National Financial Reporting
Authority. The views are personal

A parliamentary Bill the ICAI needs to take note of 
If done well, the changes proposed will strengthen the ICAI’s accountability, governance, and administration 
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We have made technological
changes to our IT platform
to liberalise and fast-track
Ayushman card generation,
said National Health Auth-
ority (NHA) Chief Executive
O�cer R.S. Sharma on how
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY) — the national pu-
blic health insurance fund —
is now all set to ensure maxi-
mum coverage of the needy
population.

The PMJAY is today one of
the largest and most
successful healthcare
programmes. What are the
new initiatives that the
government proposes to
bring in?
� The National Health Auth-
ority (NHA) is pursuing a
twin-pronged approach to
increase the scale and scope
of Ayushman Bharat PMJAY.
These include bene�ciary
identi�cation and hospital
utilisation. The NHA is
launching Aapke Dwar Ay-
ushman with renewed vi-
gour. This time we are fo-
cussing on States such as

Assam, Bihar, Gujarat and
Uttar Pradesh. We are also
learning from our previous
experience and making ne-
cessary changes to ensure
that the campaign will once
again prove to be a resound-
ing success.

We have made technologi-
cal changes to our IT plat-
form to liberalise and fast-
track Ayushman card gener-
ation. 

Village-wise bene�ciary
data of SECC 2011 is now ac-
cessible. This will make it ea-
sier for the district, block
and panchayat-level o�cials
to plan and implement local-
ised bene�ciary identi�ca-
tion drives. We have
launched “Open BIS” plat-
form for self and assisted
veri�cation. This will allow
bene�ciaries to generate Ay-
ushman cards, subject to ne-
cessary veri�cation, in a
hassle-free manner.

The authority will extend
full �nancial assistance to
States and Union Territories
for issuing co-branded Ay-
ushman card to all eligible
bene�ciaries. Also, as part of
a continuous process of re-
visiting the health bene�ts

packages (HBP) under the
AB-PMJAY, the NHA
launched HBP 2.2 in Novem-
ber 2021. Under this, rates
for more than 400 treatment
packages were increased to
make them viable for health-
care service providers. We
are also bringing in green
channel of payments. 

Under this, a partial pay-
ment of 50% of the claim
amount will be released au-
tomatically to hospitals
through the system at the
time of claim submission,
while the balance will be re-
leased following the usual
claim adjustment process.

India faces the unique
challenges of a large
population which is catered
by urban-centric health care
system. How does the PMJAY
plan to bridge this gap?
� The creation of the Ayush-
man card still remains the
best way to increase aware-
ness of the scheme and this
is being done on mission
mode. Particular emphasis
has been placed on States
with higher rural popula-
tions such as Bihar, Chhattis-
garh, Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh. The last 4.7
crore cards prepared were
majorly from these States.
Under the PMJAY, nearly
26,000 hospitals (pan India
network) have been esta-
blished to make sure that
medical facilities are provid-
ed to the rural as well as ur-
ban areas.

We have relaxed hospital
empanelment guidelines for
remote/rural areas (tribal
areas) — 15-bed hospitals are
relaxed to 5-bed hospitals.
Hospitals under the aspira-
tional districts have been
provided with increased 10%
incentives on the base pack-
age rates. Also, pan India

card portability has allowed
the bene�ciaries to access
quality health care services
across India.

What are the major
challenges that the system
faces today? Have any other
countries shown interest in
replicating this programme
and are we working at
knowledge transfer?
� Although a lot has been
done under the PMJAY eco-
system to make it more ac-
cessible and acceptable to
the bene�ciaries we still
have a few issues. There is a
need to increase empanel-
ment of the hospitals in the
underserved areas. We are
also working at increased
uptake of scheme in govern-
ment hospitals and see that
they are able to utilise the
funds reimbursed for upgra-
dation of their infrastruc-
ture. We have received inter-
est from various countries in
the Asian and African re-
gions who have been work-
ing closely with the NHA/the
Health Ministry and evinced
interest in various health
sector-related programmes,
including PMJAY.

INTERVIEW | R.S. SHARMA 

‘Focus is on increasing scale, scope of PMJAY’
Creation of Ayushman card is still the best way to increase awareness about scheme, says NHA CEO
Bindu Shajan Perappadan

<> We are also learning
from our previous
experience and
making necessary
changes 



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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