


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Sri Lankan President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa on Friday
declared an Emergency, for
the second time in little ov-
er a month, amid escalat-
ing citizens’ protests, and
massive trade union action,
in the wake of an unprece-
dented economic crisis. 

Mr. Gotabaya earlier de-
clared Emergency regula-
tions on April 1, after street
protests intensi�ed in Sri
Lanka, as citizens struggled
to access and a�ord essen-
tial items, including food,
fuel, and medicines, amid
acute shortages and sky-
rocketing prices. 

He had revoked the
Emergency in �ve days,
ahead of a possible vote on
it in Parliament. 

Friday’s move came a
day after hundreds of
youth gathered outside the
Parliament, in addition to
ongoing protests near the
Presidential Secretariat
and Prime Minister’s o�-
cial residence, demanding
that the Rajapaksa brothers
resign. 

The state of emergency
gives the police and the se-
curity forces sweeping
powers to arbitrarily arrest
and detain people.

Meera Srinivasan 
COLOMBO

United stand: Police using water cannon to disperse students
protesting near Parliament in Colombo. * AFP 

Gotabaya declares
Emergency yet again 
Move follows massive protest by youth 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi ended his tour to
Europe this week by dropping in on French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, who was re-elected re-

cently. What was billed a simple “tete-a tete” during a
“working visit” turned out to be a comprehensive dis-
cussion on bilateral, regional and international issues,
with a 30 paragraph-long joint statement. As with his
other stops in Germany and Denmark for the Nordic
Summit, as well as the visit to India by European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen the week be-
fore, the Ukraine war remained at the top of the agen-
da. The joint statement records their di�erences on the
issue. However, they also discussed mitigating the war’s
“knock-on” e�ects, and Mr. Macron invited India to
cooperate with the Food and Agriculture Resilience
Mission (FARM) initiative for food security in the most
vulnerable countries, particularly in terms of wheat ex-
ports. However, as the severe heatwave has damaged
India’s crops, the Government will have to do some
hard thinking on its promises of wheat supply to the
rest of the world at a time when fears of shortages are
sending wheat prices soaring. Climate change was
another key issue during the stopovers in Berlin and
Copenhagen. France and India, that worked closely for
the success of the Paris climate accord, and co-founded
the International Solar Alliance in 2015, are ready to
take it to the next level — setting up industrial partner-
ships to build integrated supply chains in solar energy
production for markets in Europe and Asia. There was
also a bilateral strategic dialogue on space issues, which
will build on their six-decade-long partnership in the
�eld of space — a contested area now with China, Russia
and the U.S. stepping up hostilities in this frontier.

India and France have decades of an unusually pro-
ductive partnership given that neither has allowed oth-
er relationships to play a role in the bilateral. This has
been the basis of their strong defence partnership. In
1998, France stood out as a western country that did
not judge or impose sanctions on India for its nuclear
tests; in 2008, it was the �rst country to conclude a civil
nuclear deal with India after the NSG passed a waiver al-
lowing India to access nuclear fuel and technology. It
would be a �tting tribute to the consistency of the rela-
tionship if the French bid for six nuclear power plants
in Maharashtra’s Jaitapur makes some headway now,
more than 12 years after the original MoU was signed
and a year after the French company, EDF, last year
submitted an o�er to the Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Ltd. It is however disappointing that Mr. Modi’s vi-
sit did not give as much �llip to talks on the India-EU
FTA (suspended since 2013) as seen in India’s other FTA
talks. This was the second such tour where Mr. Modi
travelled to Germany and France on the same visit — a
signi�cant gesture that he recognises the importance of
both in India’s new push for stronger ties with Europe.

Overcoming di�erences 
India’s new push for stronger ties with Europe

comes at a crucial time for both 
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The Government of India
continued its push for better
ties with Europe, as External
A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar
met Italian Foreign Minister
Luigi Di Maio in Delhi on Fri-
day. Chief on the agenda, as
has been the case during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s tour to Germany,
France, as well as to Den-
mark for the Nordic Summit,
was the Ukraine issue, cli-
mate change cooperation,
and space cooperation bet-
ween the two countries. 

“On Ukraine, the two Mi-
nisters expressed their con-
cern on the ongoing human-
itarian crisis and called for
an immediate cessation of
hostilities. They also under-
lined the importance to safe-
guard the international or-
der based on the UN
Charter, with special regard
to the respect of sovereignty
and territorial integrity,” a
joint statement issued by In-
dia and Italy after the meet-
ing said. Signi�cantly, the
Italian Minister made no
criticism of Russia in the
statement, the �rst of Italy’s
European counterparts this

week not to insert a line
“condemning Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine”. 

The Ministers discussed
implementing the “India-Ita-
ly Strategic Partnership on
Energy Transition” an-
nounced last year during the
Prime Minister’s visit to Italy
for the G-20 meeting, and al-
so discussed cooperating at
multilateral organisations,
including the G-20. 

Italy had agreed to hold
the G-20 meeting in India’s
place, as New Delhi had
wanted more time in order
to prepare its hosting of the
event in 2023. Ahead of the
upcoming G-20 this year in
Indonesia, members of the
grouping are sharply divided

over inviting President Vla-
dimir Putin. Indonesian Pre-
sident Joko Widodo has con-
�rmed that Mr. Putin will
attend the summit in No-
vember, and he also extend-
ed an invitation to Ukrainian
President Volodomyr Zelen-
sky to attend.

“[They] agreed to explore
partnerships in areas such
as gas transportation, green
hydrogen, bio fuels and
energy storage. In addition,
they agreed to jointly organ-
ise an India - Italy Tech Sum-
mit on Energy Transition
and Circular Economy, to be
held in Delhi on November
17, 2022,” the statement said
about the energy
partnership.

Italy, India discuss Ukraine,
energy and G-20 cooperation 
Italian Foreign Minister made no criticism of Russia’s actions
Suhasini Haidar
New Delhi

External A�airs Minister S Jaishankar with his Italian
counterpart Luigi Di Maio, during a meeting in Delhi. * PTI
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Manuraj Shunmugasundaram

Arecent trend in the evolution
of jurisprudence around the
death penalty in India may

reset judicial thinking around sen-
tencing and have long-term rami�-
cations in the awarding of capital
punishment. Over the last six
months or so, while dealing with
appeals against con�rmation of
the death sentence, the Supreme
Court of India has examined sen-
tencing methodology from the
perspective of mitigating circum-
stances more closely. The Court
has also initiated a suo motu writ
petition (criminal) to delve deep
into these issues on key aspects
surrounding our understanding of
death penalty sentencing. As
such, it is clear that the present
trajectory of judicial thinking will
not only rea�rm the fundamen-
tals of the rarest of rare principle
but also lead a new wave of think-
ing in the jurisprudence around
capital punishment.

Sentencing lapses
Capital punishment once deli-
vered by the court of sessions
(“sentencing court”) is required
under law, speci�cally Chapter 28
of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
to be con�rmed by the jurisdic-
tional High Court (“con�rming
court”). The development of case
laws on the point of sentencing
has emphasised that sentencing
cannot be a formality and that the
sentencing court must make a ge-
nuine e�ort to hear the accused on

the question of sentence. Bachan
Singh vs State of Punjab (1980), the
leading case on this point, calls for
mitigating and aggravating circum-
stances to be balanced against
each other and laid down the prin-
ciple that the death penalty ought
not to be awarded unless the alter-
native of life imprisonment is “un-
questionably foreclosed”. Subse-
quent cases have developed this
position to that of the state (which
is the prosecuting agency) having
the onus to lead evidence to esta-
blish that there is no possibility of
reformation of the accused for the
sentencing court to impose capital
punishment. It is also an equally
well-established legal principle
that in a sentencing hearing, the
accused must necessarily be pro-
vided with su�cient opportunity
to produce any material that may
have bearing on the sentencing ex-
ercise. When read in conjunction
with the ratio decidendi of the Ba-
chan Singh case, it is incumbent
upon the sentencing court and the
con�rming court to ensure that
the question of reform and reha-
bilitation of a convicted person
has been examined in detail for
these courts to come to a de�nitive
conclusion that all such options
are unquestionably foreclosed.

In spite of such judicial gui-
dance developed over four de-
cades, studies have shown that
when a group of former judges
was asked what it considered as a
rarest of rare case, the judges gave
personalised, subjective and diver-
gent explanations. A report by the
National Law University Delhi’s
Project 39A (earlier known as the
“Centre on the Death Penalty”) tit-
led ‘Matters of Judgment’ found
that there is no judicial uniformity
or consistency when it comes to
awarding the death sentence. In

the report titled ‘Death Penalty
Sentencing in Trial Courts’ (also
authored by Project 39A), �ndings
reported from a study of cases in-
volving death sentencing between
2000 and 2015 in Delhi, Maharash-
tra and Madhya Pradesh have
showed that courts have been lax
in assessing the aspect of reforma-
tion while undertaking the sen-
tencing exercise.

Mitigation investigation
On the back of such studies, the
Supreme Court has begun to in-
quire into sentencing methodolo-
gy with great interest. In Rajendra
Pralhadrao Wasnik vs The State of
Maharashtra (2018), the Court was
open to bringing on record mate-
rial pertaining to the convict
“about his conduct in jail, his con-
duct outside jail if he has been on
bail for some time, medical evi-
dence about his mental make-up,
contact with his family and so on”.
Building on this, the Court, in Mo-
�l Khan vs State of Jharkhand
(2021), held that the “the State is
under a duty to procure evidence
to establish that there is no possi-
bility of reformation and rehabili-
tation of the accused” and that
“the Court will have to highlight
clear evidence as to why the con-

vict is not �t for any kind of refor-
matory and rehabilitation
scheme.”

Undoubtedly, the onus has been
placed on the State to lead evi-
dence to show that no reformation
is possible and for the sentencing
courts to be satis�ed that a tho-
rough mitigation analysis was
done before the death sentence is
awarded. For a complete mitiga-
tion investigation, professionals
trained in psychology, sociology
and criminology are required in
addition to legal professionals.
Taking cognisance of the value of a
holistic approach to mitigation in-
vestigation, the Court in Manoj &
Ors vs State of Madhya Pradesh
(2022) issued directions to the
State to place before the court all
“report(s) of all the probation of-
�cer(s)” relating to the accused
and reports “about their conduct
and nature of the work done by
them” while in prison. More im-
portantly, the order also directs
that a trained psychiatrist and a lo-
cal professor of psychology con-
duct a psychiatric and psychologi-
cal evaluation of the convict.

Suo motu writ petition
On March 29, 2022, a Bench of the
Supreme Court led by Justice U.U.
Lalit (along with Justices S. Ravin-
dra Bhat and P.S. Narasimha) was
hearing an interlocutory applica-
tion �led on behalf of a death sen-
tence convict seeking permission
for a mitigation investigator from
Project 39A be provided permis-
sion to conduct interviews and ac-
cess material pertaining to the pri-
soner. While doing so, the Court
recorded a set of observations
around the questions of what may
constitute mitigating circumstanc-
es, the role of a probation o�cer
in assisting the Court and the po-

tential value addition of a mitiga-
tion investigator to the sentencing
exercise. These observations now
form the basis of a suo motu writ
petition (criminal) which will be
heard separately and comprehen-
sively on these aspects. The views
of the Attorney General represent-
ing the Union of India as well as
those of the National Legal Servic-
es Authority have been sought in
this matter; and this is now listed
for hearing on May 10, 2022 for
consideration of arguments. At
this hearing, or soon thereafter, it
is hoped that guidelines around
best practices in death penalty
sentencing will be framed.

Onus on courts
Nevertheless, it is undeniable that
there is a new wave of thinking in
this hitherto underexplored do-
main of sentencing, which forms a
key pillar of judicial work. The in-
tervention of the Supreme Court
of India in, hopefully, framing gui-
delines around incorporation of a
mitigation analysis and considera-
tion of psycho-social reports of the
prisoner at the time of sentencing
is timely and necessary. As a re-
sult, the responsibility of the sen-
tencing and con�rming courts will
now be greater in ensuring that no
death sentence is manually award-
ed or routinely con�rmed. The en-
tire judicial exercise that has cul-
minated in the institution of the
suo motu writ petition will only go
to strengthening the doctrine of
the rarest of rare, as laid down in
the Bachan Singh case and, there-
by, reinstating fairness in the
death penalty sentencing exercise.

Manuraj Shunmugasundaram is
Advocate, Madras High Court, and
Spokesperson, Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam

A new track for capital punishment jurisprudence 
The Supreme Court of India’s intervention paves the way for rea�rming the fundamentals of the rarest of rare principle 
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In yet another disturbing and dastardly act that is
now part of a pattern in much of North India, two
tribal men were beaten to death by alleged activists

of the Bajrang Dal in Seoni, Madhya Pradesh, on the
suspicion that they were slaughtering cows. Apart from
tribal people, Muslims and Dalits in particular have
borne the brunt of these senseless acts of mob violence
and murders. Reminiscent of the murder of a dairy
farmer, Pehlu Khan, after he and his sons were attacked
by self-described “cow vigilantes” in April 2017 in Rajas-
than, the two men, Sampatlal Vatti and Dhansai Invati,
were attacked by nearly 20 men; both died of injuries.
The police have arrested 13 people for their alleged in-
volvement; at least six of them were members of the
Bajrang Dal, according to the family members. An insin-
uation by the police that one of the dead men was in-
volved in a “cow slaughter” case has shown yet again
where the priorities of law enforcement lie in such cas-
es. In another pattern, there has been a certain acuity
in the implementation of cattle slaughter laws which is
missing in trying and bringing those involved in lynch
mobs to justice. Stricter cattle slaughter laws have been
implemented with a fervour that has less to do with ani-
mal preservation and more to do with appeasement of
majoritarian impulses to garner political support.

In 2005, the Supreme Court had justi�ed the total
ban on cattle slaughter by an expansive interpretation
of the directive principles of state policy, and relying on
Articles 48, 48A, and 51(A) of the Constitution, that
seeks to preserve breeds used in agriculture and animal
husbandry, explicitly prohibiting the slaughter of cows
and calves and other milch and draught cattle, besides
promoting compassion to animals. The judgment had
overturned an earlier ruling in 1958 which had limited
the ban only to “useful” cattle which are still engaged in
agriculture and husbandry. This interpretation only
laid the grounds for State governments — especially
those led by the BJP and its alliance partners — to come
up with stringent laws on cow slaughter, and in the pu-
blic sphere, a stigmatisation of communities such as Da-
lits, Muslims and tribals for their dietary habits and
their dependence on cattle products for a livelihood.
Four States (Rajasthan, Jharkhand, West Bengal and
Manipur) had passed laws against lynching after many
such incidents but they were under various stages of
implementation with the Union government taking the
view that lynching is not a crime under the Indian Penal
Code. While civil society in Madhya Pradesh must de-
mand justice for the injured and dead tribal men and a
return to the rule of law in which such murderous acts
do not go unpunished, it is time for a judicial rethink on
legislation around cattle slaughter. 

Cowed down 
Strict anti-lynching laws and a legal rethink on
cattle slaughter laws are the need of the hour 
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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day referred to a Constitu-
tion Bench the battle bet-
ween the Centre and Arvind
Kejriwal-led Delhi govern-
ment for control over bu-
reaucrats in the Capital.

A three-judge Bench led
by Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana said the tussle bet-
ween the Union and Delhi
governments over the limit-
ed question concerning ‘ser-
vices’ or bureaucracy re-
quired an authoritative
pronouncement by a �ve-
judge Bench of the Court.

The court informed the
lawyers that the case would
be listed again on May 11.

The CJI, who read out the
order in open court, said the
court did not “deem it ne-
cessary to revisit” any other
issues between the Centre
and the Delhi government,
which had already been set-
tled in the earlier judgment
of the court in 2018. The
judgment had not speci�cal-
ly dealt with the issue of ‘ser-
vices, the CJI pointed out.

Four years ago, a Consti-
tution Bench had unani-
mously held that the Lieute-
nant Governor of Delhi was

bound by the “aid and ad-
vice” of the popularly-elect-
ed Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government and both had to
work harmoniously with
each other. It had noted that
there was no room for anar-
chy or absolutism in a
democracy.

The National Capital Ter-
ritory government had com-
pared its predicament with-
out power over the
‘services’ like that of a king
without a kingdom. The sit-
uation was such that a “de-
mocratic representative go-
vernment” had to get the
approval of the Lieutenant

Governor to appoint a
Health Secretary or a Com-
merce Secretary, it had
argued.

2018 judgment
The 2018 judgment had
made it clear that the pow-
ers of the Centre and the
Delhi government were col-
lective and coextensive, se-
nior advocate A.M. Singhvi,
for the Delhi government,
had submitted.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, had argued in favour
of referring the issue to a
Constitution Bench. 

Centre-Delhi row heads to Constitution Bench 
5-judge Bench of SC to deal with the issue of control over bureaucracy in Capital
Krishnadas Rajagopal
New Delhi
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The mission to Venus is like-
ly to cost between ₹500
crore and ₹1,000 crore de-
pending on the level of in-
strumentation, said S. Soma-
nath, chairman, Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO), on Friday. 

Although 2024 has been
doing the rounds as the like-
ly year for the ISRO’s Venus
mission, the space agency
can announce a schedule on-
ly after the Indian govern-
ment gives the go-ahead for
the mission, said Mr. Soma-
nath. He was speaking on
the sidelines of a national
conference on Aerospace
Quality and Reliability or-
ganised jointly by the Socie-
ty for Aerospace Quality and
Reliability, Thiruvananthap-

uram, and the Vikram Sarab-
hai Space Centre (VSSC). 

The Venus mission is back
in the news with the ISRO or-
ganising a one-day online
meeting on Venus science,
with the theme ‘Outstanding
Scienti�c Problems on Ve-
nus: Need for Space-based
Studies,’ on May 4.

The space agency is par-

ticular that the mission,
when it takes place, produc-
es path-breaking scienti�c
knowledge, said Mr. Soma-
nath. “It is very important
that we come out with ‘No-
bel-class’ �ndings in our mis-
sions,” he said, adding that
the Venus endeavour should
have a unique identity
among all the missions to the
planet that are likely to take
place in the future.

‘Indian �nding’
He pointed out how despite
the Chandrayaan-I mission
being instrumental in the
discovery of water on the
moon, U.S. scientists were
the �rst to announce the
�ndings. It could have been
an Indian �nding, he said.

Venus o�ers di�erent
challenges compared to

Mars, given the thick at-
mosphere and surface activi-
ty, which make it a complex
planet. “Reaching Venus is
not a big issue. We have gone
to Mars, we know how to go
to Venus. But if you need a
deeper understanding, you
need to have instruments
that go deep through the at-
mosphere. That is a chal-
lenge,” he said.

He said the ISRO was not
in a hurry to launch the
Chandrayaan-3 mission.
Tests are in progress, but the
ISRO has not �xed a sche-
dule. “We want to make sure
that all of us are happy with
what we have done. Han-
dling failure is a di�cult
thing. These missions are ve-
ry costly and technology-in-
tensive. Nothing can be left
to chance,” he said.

ISRO’s unique goal for Venus mission 
Expedition likely to cost between ₹500 crore and ₹1,000 crore :ISRO chairman 

S. Somnath

Special Correspondent
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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The Total Fertility Rate
(TFR), an average number of
children per woman, has
further declined from 2.2 to
2.0 at the national level bet-
ween National Family Health
Survey (NFHS) 4 and 5. 

There are only �ve States
— Bihar (2.98), Meghalaya
(2.91), Uttar Pradesh (2.35),
Jharkhand (2.26) Manipur
(2.17) — in India which are
above replacement level of
fertility of 2.1 as per the na-
tional report of the NFHS-5,
released by the Union Health
Ministry.

The main objective of suc-
cessive rounds of the NFHS
has been to provide reliable
and comparable data relat-
ing to health and family wel-
fare and other emerging
areas in India. The NFHS-5
national report lists progress
from NFHS-4 (2015-16) to
NFHS-5 (2019-21).

The other key highlights
of the survey include institu-
tional births increased from
79% to 89% across India and
in rural areas around 87%
births being delivered in in-
stitutions and the same is
94% in urban areas.

As per results of the
NFHS-5, more than three-
fourths (77%) children aged

between 12 and 23 months
were fully immunised, com-
pared with 62% in NFHS-4. 

The level of stunting
among children under �ve
years has marginally de-
clined from 38% to 36% in
the country since the last
four years. Stunting is higher
among children in rural
areas (37%) than urban areas

(30%) in 2019-21.
Additionally, NFHS-5

shows an overall improve-
ment in Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals indicators in
all States/Union Territories
(UTs). The extent to which
married women usually par-
ticipate in three household
decisions (about health care
for herself; making major
household purchases; visit to
her family or relatives) indi-
cates that their participation
in decision-making is high,
ranging from 80% in Ladakh
to 99% in Nagaland and Miz-
oram. Rural (77%) and urban
(81%) di�erences are found
to be marginal. The preva-
lence of women having a
bank or savings account has
increased from 53% to 79% in
the last four years.

Rise in obesity
Compared with NFHS-4, the
prevalence of overweight or
obesity has increased in

most States/UTs in NFHS-5.
At the national level, it in-
creased from 21% to 24%
among women and 19% to
23% among men. More than
a third of women in Kerala,
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, Andhra Pradesh, Goa,
Sikkim, Manipur, Delhi, Ta-
mil Nadu, Puducherry, Pun-
jab, Chandigarh and Laksh-
adweep (34-46 %) are
overweight or obese.

The NFHS-5 survey work
has been conducted in and
around 6.37 lakh sample
households from 707 dis-
tricts (as on March, 2017) of
the country from 28 States
and eight UTs, covering
7,24,115 women and 1,01,839
men to provide dis-aggregat-
ed estimates up to district le-
vel. The report also provides
data by socio-economic and
other background characte-
ristics; useful for policy for-
mulation and e�ective pro-
gramme implementation.

‘Fertility rate falls further, obesity rises’
Stunting among children marginally dipped, number of women with bank accounts surged: NFHS
Bindu Shajan Perappadan
New Delhi
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The situation along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) was
stable but in a state of
“heightened alert” and to
make sure that there was no
irritant that was likely to be-
come a violent situation,
�rstly at the lower level (bat-
talion and brigade level), va-
rious channels of communi-
cation have been opened up.
Also, the system of body
push has been stopped to
ensure that there was no
physical contact, the GOC-
in-C, Northern Command,
Lt. Gen. Upendra Dwivedi,
said on Friday.

Talking to journalists on
the sidelines of a two-day
North Tech Symposium at
Udhampur, he stated that In-
dia now had “strategic pa-
tience” and was negotiating
from a position of strength.

“We have regular hotline
exchanges and we have
stopped the system of body
push etc and no physical
contact is being ensured.
Wherever there is an irri-
tant, we immediately call for
talks at the battalion and bri-
gade level, sit down together
and come to an amicable so-

lution,” he said. At the sym-
posium, over 160 Indian
companies and start-ups are
displaying a range of niche
technologies that can be em-
ployed on the borders.

Pointing out that the sit-
uation on the LAC was in a
state of heightened alert as
“we don’t want a repeat of
the situation of April 2020”,
the Army Commander re-
marked, “As a result, the
force and equipment de-
ployments are calibrated in
nature and we will make
sure any misadventure by
the adversary does not take
place again.”

As far as the LAC was con-
cerned, he observed that
there were negotiations as
the di�erence of perception

of it had been there for very
long. 

“Earlier, we used to say
the Chinese have strategic
patience and they are ready
to wait. Now, India has come
up a long way and we also
have strategic patience and
we are also ready to wait. It
means we are now negotiat-
ing from the position of
strength with assertiveness
and the law of fair play.”

On the di�erence of per-
ception of the LAC, he noted
these were required to be
handled at the higher level -
Corps Commander level and
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) level, and these
meetings were taking place
regularly. 

The Northern Command
exempli�ed the notion of
the “two and a half front.”
“The ‘eyeball to eyeball’ de-
ployment, ranging from the
plains of Jammu to the Sia-
chen Glacier and further to
eastern Ladakh, and the dy-
namic internal security sit-
uation in Jammu and Kash-
mir made the Command the
most unique theatre. 

“Ever since its raising, it
has been ‘Always in Com-
bat’,” he said.

No more body pushing at LAC,
situation stable: Lt. Gen. Dwivedi
More hotline communication at ground level, he says
Dinakar Peri
UDHAMPUR

Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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