FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.
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Modi’s visit to Lumbini will be
significant, says Nepal’s envoy
Prime Minister to visit the country for Buddha Purnima
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

The upcoming visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Nepal will be a significant
development, Kathmandu’s
envoy Shankar Prasad Sharma said on Wednesday.
Speaking to The Hindu after presenting his credentials to President Ram Nath
Kovind, Ambassador Sharma said Nepal had taken up
all the bilateral issues during
the visit by Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba to Delhi and Varanasi last month.
“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Lord Buddha’s
birthplace Lumbini is currently being planned (by the
Indian side). It is my aim to
take this important bilateral
relation to new heights,” Mr.
Sharma said.
He had a courtesy meeting with Mr. Kovind that followed the ceremony of presenting of credentials.
“While highlighting the
age-old relations, the Ambassador thanked the Government and people of India for the continued
support in various sectors,
including connectivity, de-

Warm welcome: President Ram Nath Kovind with Shankar
Prasad Sharma, Ambassador of Nepal, in New Delhi. PTI
*

fence, post-earthquake rescue, relief and reconstruction,” the Embassy of Nepal
said in a statement after the
ceremony.
The formal event is important as it comes four days
before the visit of Mr. Modi
to Lumbini on the occasion
of Buddha Purnima.
India has been focusing
on the Buddhist community
worldwide as part of its soft
power and this year Buddha
Purnima would be marked
by the presence of Mr. Modi

in Lumbini. The focus on
Lumbini has been part of the
vision of the “Buddhist Circuit” of the Indian government, which has presented
India as the land of the
Buddha. The “Buddhist Circuit” and India’s soft power
regarding Buddhism acquires significance because
of a number of reasons, including the dynamic situation in Buddhism-dominated regions in Southeast Asia
and Tibet that are part of India’s core strategic concerns.
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Frozen sedition

The Government must heed the spirit of SC
order and help prevent misuse of sedition law

I

n a substantial blow in favour of free speech, the Supreme Court has effectively suspended the operation of the sedition provision in the country’s penal
law. “All pending trials, appeals and proceedings with
respect to the charge framed under Section 124A be
kept in abeyance”, it has said in an order that will bring
some welcome relief to those calling for the abrogation
of Section 124A of the IPC, which criminalises any
speech, writing or representation that “excites disaffection against the government”. The Court has recorded
its hope and expectation that governments at the
Centre and the States will refrain from registering any
fresh case of sedition under Section 124A of the IPC, or
continuing with any investigation or taking any coercive measure under it. The hope and the expectation
arise from the Union government’s own submission
that it has decided to re-examine and reconsider the
provision as part of the Prime Minister’s efforts to scrap
outdated laws and compliance burdens. Perhaps, realising that its order may not be enough to deter thinskinned and vindictive governments and politically
pliant police officers from invoking it against detractors
and dissenters, the Court has given liberty to the people
to approach the jurisdiction courts if any fresh case is
registered for sedition and cite in their support the present order, as well as the Union government’s stand.
That the sedition law is being persistently misused
has been recognised years ago, and courts have pointed
out that the police authorities are not heeding the limitation imposed by a 1962 Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court on what constitutes sedition. The Court
had upheld the section only by reading it down to mean
that it is applicable only to “acts involving intention or
tendency to create disorder, or disturbance of law and
order, or incitement to violence”. In practice, the police
have been using the broad definition of sedition to book
anyone who criticised the Government in strong and
strident language. The question now before the Court is
whether it ought to overrule a decision rendered by a
five-judge Bench 60 years ago. If it chooses to do so, and
strikes down Section 124A as an unconstitutional restriction on free speech, it may help the larger cause of
preventing misuse of provisions relating to speechbased offences. However, the Government may choose
to prevent such a situation by amending it so that the offence is narrowly defined to cover only acts that affect
the sovereignty, integrity and security of the state, as
reportedly recommended by a panel of experts. When
the Government submitted that it was revisiting the
provision on its own, it was expecting only an indefinite
postponement of the hearing on the constitutional validity of Section 124A, but it must now heed the spirit of
the order and take effective steps to prevent its misuse.
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Still a long way for termination as an unconditional right

Anubha Rastogi

T

he issue of abortion is in the
news again, internationally.
This, therefore, appears to
be a good time to pen down a summary and analysis of the legal status of abortions in India.
Under the general criminal law
of the country, i.e. the Indian Penal Code, voluntarily causing a
woman with child to miscarry is
an offence attracting a jail term of
up to three years or fine or both,
unless it was done in good faith
where the purpose was to save the
life of the pregnant woman. A
pregnant woman causing herself
to miscarry is also an offender under this provision apart from the
person causing the miscarriage,
which in most cases would be a
medical practitioner.

Amendments and expansion
In 1971, after a lot of deliberation,
the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act was enacted.
This law is an exception to the IPC
provisions above and sets out the
rules — of when, who, where, why
and by whom — for accessing an
MTP. This law has been amended
twice since, the most recent set of
amendments being in the year

2021 which has, to some extent,
expanded the scope of the law. However, the law does not recognise
and/or acknowledge the right of a
pregnant person to decide on the
discontinuation of a pregnancy.
The law provides for a set of reasons based on which an MTP can
be accessed: the continuation of
the pregnancy would involve a risk
to the life of the pregnant woman
or result in grave injury to her
physical or mental health. The law
explains that if the pregnancy is as
a result of rape or failure of contraceptive used by the pregnant woman or her partner to limit the
number of children or to prevent a
pregnancy, the anguish caused by
the continuation of such a pregnancy would be considered to be a
grave injury to the mental health
of the pregnant woman. The other
reason for seeking an MTP is the
substantial risk that if the child
was born, it would suffer from any
serious physical or mental abnormality.
The existence of one of these
circumstances (at least), along
with the medical opinion of the
medical practitioner registered
under the MTP Act is required. A
pregnant person cannot ask for a
termination of pregnancy without
fitting in one of the reasons set out
in the law. The other set of limitations that the law provides is the
gestational age of the pregnancy.
The pregnancy can be terminated
for any of the above reasons, on
the opinion of a single registered

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Despite amendments, the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act does not foreground the woman’s right to decide

medical practitioner up to 20
weeks of the gestational age. From
20 weeks up to 24 weeks, the opinion of two registered medical
practitioners is required. This extended gestational limit is applicable to certain categories of women
which the rules define as either a
survivor of sexual assault or rape
or incest, minors, change of marital status during the ongoing pregnancy, i.e. either widowhood or
divorce, women with major physical disabilities, mentally-ill women
including mental retardation, the
ground of foetal malformation incompatible with life or if the child
is born it would be seriously handicapped, and women with pregnancy in humanitarian settings or
disaster or emergency situations
as declared by the government.
Any decision for termination of
pregnancy beyond 24 weeks gestational age, only on the ground of
foetal abnormalities can be taken
by a Medical Board as set up in
each State, as per the law. No termination of pregnancy can be
done in the absence of the consent

of the pregnant person, irrespective of age and/or mental health.
The law, as an exception to all
that is stated above, also provides
that where it is immediately necessary to save the life of the pregnant
woman, the pregnancy can be terminated at any time by a single registered medical practitioner.
This, as stated, is the exception
and is understood to be resorted
to only when the likelihood of the
pregnant woman dying is immediate.
Seeking judicial permission
While India legalised access to
abortion in certain circumstances
much before most of the world did
the same, unfortunately, even in
2020 we decided to remain in the
logic of 1971. This, despite the fact
that by the time the amendments
to the MTP Act were tabled before
the Lok Sabha in 2020, just before
the lockdown following the novel
coronavirus pandemic, courts
across the country (over the preceding four years) had seen close
to 500 cases of pregnant women
seeking permission to terminate
their pregnancy (broadly on reasons of either the pregnancy being
as a result of sexual assault or
there being foetal anomalies incompatible with life). In a number
of these cases, the courts had articulated the right of a pregnant
woman to decide on the continuation of her pregnancy as a part of
her right to health and right to life,
and therefore non-negotiable. Si-

milarly, a number of courts had also viewed the cases at hand in the
realm of the facts of the case and
decided not to set the interpretation of the law straight.
This was also after the landmark right to privacy judgment of
the Supreme Court of India in
which it was held that the decision
making by a pregnant person on
whether to continue a pregnancy
or not is part of such a person’s
right to privacy as well and, therefore, the right to life. The standards set out in this judgment
were also not incorporated in the
amendments being drafted. The
new law is not in sync with other
central laws such as the laws on
persons with disabilities, on mental health and on transgender persons, to name a few. The amendments also did not make any
attempts to iron out the conflations between the MTP Act and the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act or the Drugs
and Cosmetics Act, to name a few.
While access to abortion has
been available under the legal regime in the country, there is a long
road ahead before it is recognised
as a right of a person having the capacity to become pregnant to decide, unconditionally, whether a
pregnancy is to be continued or
not.
Anubha Rastogi is a lawyer practising in
the courts of Mumbai for the past 19 years
and is an active voice on sexual
reproductive health and justice issues
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Now, bail is rule in Section 124A cases
A person cannot be incarcerated or charged under a currently non-existent penal provision
Krishnadas Rajagopal
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court order on
Wednesday to keep court
proceedings under Section
124A of the Indian Penal
Code in abeyance has the effect of temporarily erasing
the colonial provision from
the statute book while the
Union re-examines it.
The court has made it
clear that it has suspended
Section 124A in its present
form until further orders.
Persons against whom fresh
cases are filed under Section
124A while the provision is
being re-examined by the
Union can seek bail using the
Supreme Court’s order.
With this order, bail in
Section 124A cases has become the rule. A person cannot be incarcerated or
charged under a currently
non-existent penal provision.
“The court has made its

intent clear. It does not want
a single person booked under Section 124 to be kept in
prison while the reconsideration of the law is happening,” advocate Kaleeswaram
Raj, who represents senior
journalist Shashi Kumar in
the case, said.
Trial lawyers like Madhuvan Dutt Chaturvedi and
Tanvir Ahmed Mir, speaking
to The Hindu, agreed the order would throw open the
door to freedom for accused
charged with Section 124A
and languishing behind bars
without hope for bail.
However, they also point-

ed out that for many like activist Umar Khalid, student
leader Sharjeel Imam and
journalist Siddique Kappan,
who face other serious
charges, including under the
draconian Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, alongside sedition, the court order
may hardly pave a way out of
prison.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal informed the court that
about 13,000 persons are in
jail under Section 124A
alone.
Even the Centre, represented by Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, had proposed

expeditious bail hearings for
people who have been victims of the abuse of the sedition law by local police and
authorities.
Attorney-General K.K. Venugopal, appearing in the capacity of his constitutional
office to assist the court, had
specifically cited instances of
misuse of the sedition law by
State governments.
Chief Justice Ramana’s
Bench has, in a quick and
deft stroke, protected civil liberties from local police and
civil authorities who may
continue to use Section 124A
regardless of the Union’s “reexamination process”.
‘Prone to misuse’
An anomalous situation
would have arisen where people continue to suffer deprivations even as both the
Supreme Court and the
Centre agree that the sedition law was prone to misuse. In this context, the

court has also rejected the
government’s suggestions to
frame guidelines to stop the
misuse.
The court had orally observed that guidelines hardly
work at the “ground level”
with local police officers and
civil authorities.
Wednesday’s order resembles a January 2021 order
passed by the Supreme
Court in the farm laws case.
In that order, the court
stayed the three controversial farm laws and allowed
deliberations on the laws to
start while making sure that
“no farmer shall be dispossessed or deprived of his titles as a result of any action
taken under the farm laws.”
If the court had protected
the farmers rights against
laws debated in and enacted
by Parliament, it has now
protected individual rights
against Section 124A, a provision which pre-dates the
Constitution itself.
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SC puts colonial sedition law on hold
Court suspends pending criminal trials under Section 124A, allows Centre to reconsider the law
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday
suspended
pending criminal trials and
court proceedings under
Section 124A (sedition) of
the Indian Penal Code,
while allowing the Union of
India to reconsider the British-era law.
“All pending trials, appeals and proceedings with
respect to the charge
framed under Section 124A
of the IPC be kept in
abeyance,” a three-judge
Bench, led by Chief Justice
of India N.V. Ramana, ordered. It was argued in
court that nearly 13,000 people were already in jail under the sedition provision.
However, adjudication
with respect to other Sections of law, if any, would
proceed if the court concerned was “of the opinion
that no prejudice would be
caused to the accused”.
No new FIRs
The court also made it clear
that it “hopes and expects”
the Centre and States to restrain from registering FIRs,
continuing investigations or
take coercive measures under Section 124A while the
“reconsideration” of the co-

lonial provision was on.
Adding a fail-safe to protect civil liberties against
any future misuse of Section
124A while it was under the
Union’s microscope, the
court ordered that the persons accused in fresh cases
were free to approach

courts, which would consider their cases taking into account the order of the Supreme Court and the
“clear” stand of the Union
that the provision was
abused
and
needed
“re-examination”.
The court, meanwhile,

gave the Union of India liberty to issue a directive to
States and authorities to
prevent the continued misuse of the sedition law.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10
EDITORIAL  PAGE 6
MORE REPORTS  PAGE 10
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SC puts colonial
sedition law on hold
The Bench, including Justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli, said the court’s directions would hold until further orders. The top court order would act as a powerful
message against the rampant misuse of the sedition
law by governments to silence dissent and violate
personal liberty. Undertrials
booked under Section 124A
can now use the order to
seek bail.
The court listed the sedition case for the third week
of July.
The order came after the
Centre acknowledged that
the law was not in tune with
the current times. The government had urged the
court to pause its hearing of
a batch of petitions challenging Section 124A until the government completed its “reconsideration process”.

“It is clear that the Union
of India agrees with the prima facie opinion expressed
by this court that the rigours
of Section 124A of the IPC is
not in tune with the current
social milieu, and was intended for a time when this
country was under the colonial regime. In light of the
same, the Union of India
may reconsider the provision of law,” the court
observed.
The Bench, however, did
not give a deadline, aware
that it may involve legislative
process. The court’s interim
order is expressly a balancing act. “This court is cognisant of security interests and
integrity of the state on one
hand, and the civil liberties
of citizens on the other.
There is a requirement to balance both sets of considerations.”
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SC slams govt. claim
that only President
has pardon power
It reserves order in Perarivalan case
Legal correspondent
New Delhi

A claim by the Centre that
the President, and not the
Tamil Nadu Governor, has
“exclusive power” to decide
on the plea for pardon by
the Rajiv Gandhi assassination convict A.G. Perarivalan
drew flak from the Supreme
Court on Wednesday before
it reserved the case for
judgment.
A three-judge Bench, led
by Justice L. Nageswara Rao,
said the government's argument, if taken on face value,
would leave Article 161 (the
constitutional power of Governors of States to grant
pardon) a “dead letter”.
“So, according to you, the
power to grant pardon is exclusively that of the President... Well, in that case,
pardons granted by Governors throughout the history
of this nation across States
are all null and void?” Justice
B.R. Gavai quizzed Additional Solicitor-General K.M. Natraj, appearing for the
Centre.
The court said then by the

A.G. Perarivalan

Centre’s logic, every murder
case convict would have to
move the President for
pardon.
“The end result of your
submissions is that all pardons granted for IPC offences by Governors all these
years are unconstitutional...
If we try to accept your submissions, it would mean the
President would have the exclusive power to grant pardons... So, over the period of
70-75 years, all pardons
granted under Article 161 by
Governors for the IPC are
unconstitutional,” Justice
Rao exclaimed at the nature
of the Centre’s submissions.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10
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‘Inflation is the biggest challenge now’
Interest rate increases to stem rising prices could, however, dent fledgling demand recovery: official
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Inflation is now the biggest
challenge for India’s policy
makers rather than the U.S.
Federal Reserve’s taper programme and measures like
interest rate increases to
stem rising prices could dent
the fledgling consumption
demand recovery from the
pandemic not just in India
but globally, a senior official
said on Wednesday.
The NSO is set to release
April retail inflation data on
Thursday. Inflation measured by the Consumer Price
Index had surged to 6.95% in
March, the third month in a
row that it had stayed above
the RBI’s upper tolerance
threshold of 6%, and most
economists expect the pace
of price increases to quicken
in April.

Price rise contagion: Inflation is spreading past food to goods
and services as producers pass on higher costs. VEDHAN M
*

“The biggest fear right
now is inflation and we have
started to tackle it,” the official involved in monitoring
the economy said, speaking
on condition of anonymity.
In an off-cycle move last
week, the RBI raised key interest rates by 40 basis

points while retaining an accommodative policy stance
citing rising price pressures.
“The nearly 7% inflation
print for March came four
days after the RBI review,
then came Indonesia’s decision to ban edible oil exports
and the escalation in sun-

flower oil and coal supply
constraints. Inflation was
high in manufactured goods
earlier, weak in contact-intensive services, but now it is
food and crude inflation and
is spreading across goods
and services as producers
are no longer able to hold off
transmission of input costs,”
the official noted.
“All central banks are going to do their best to drive
inflation down but, in the
process, they run the risk of
driving down whatever little
demand is there, post-pandemic,” the official said.
“Currently, the inflationary forces that are hitting us
and the rest of the world are
outside everyone’s hands
and three quarters of the
items in our Consumer Price
Index are at risk due to the
war in Ukraine, so the room

for doing too much is limited,” the official said.
‘Stagflation scenario’
Globally, stagflation had
moved from being a risk scenario to a baseline scenario,
the official added.
While the RBI Governor
had been nudging the Centre
and States to cut taxes on petrol and diesel to ease inflationary pressures, the official noted that the spurt in
global fertiliser prices would
push up subsidies sharply.
“It’s a difficult trade-off to
make. If excise duty on petroleum products are cut by
say ₹5 a litre and higher borrowings are resorted to, for
funding the fertiliser subsidy
bill, it will push up the fiscal
deficit as well as yields on government debt even more,”
the official pointed out.
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‘Rupee fell on spillover
effects of strong dollar’
‘Reserves, currency not hit by outflows’
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

The rupee’s fall to all-time
lows and the decline in India’s forex reserves is not
driven by capital outflows,
but the spillover effects of a
stronger U.S. dollar, senior
officials said on Wednesday.
While the RBI had been
intervening in the forex
markets since Monday, the
idea was not to hold or aim
to keep the rupee at a certain level but to prevent ‘jerky’ moves, an official aware
of the rationale for the interventions pointed out.
“There is no fixation
about any particular value...
it’s not as if there is an attempt to resist levels being
breached, but they should
not be jerky movements,”
the official said, adding that

the
interventions
had
helped the currency appreciate to 77.25 to a dollar on
Wednesday, from Monday’s
record low of 77.46.
Dismissing speculation
that the forex reserves had
fallen below $600 billion
due to such market interventions, the official said
the scale of interventions
were not that large and the
dip was mainly attributable
to valuation losses in forex
holdings in non-dollar currencies as the dollar was appreciating against advanced
economy currencies as well.
“There are adequate reserves to fund 18 months of
imports, FDI levels are as
high as last year and foreign
institutional investors are
making a beeline for Indian
debt now,” he asserted.
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CBI arrests six officials, eight
others in FCRA bribery case
Arrests come after the agency conducted searches in many States
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

The Central Bureau of Investigation has arrested four
current and two former officials of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)
division of the Union Home
Ministry, along with eight
others, for allegedly facilitating illegal clearances to nongovernmental organisations
(NGOs) under the Act, in lieu
of bribes.
The arrested include Parmod Kumar Bhasin and Alok
Ranjan, formerly with the
FCRA division, and its current officials Raj Kumar, Saheed Khan, Mohammed
Ghazanfar Ali and Tushar
Kanti Roy. Among the private persons are an NGO representative, “hawala” operators, two directors of the
consultancy firm Shaurya
Business Solutions and a
chartered accountant.
On Tuesday, the agency
searched the premises of public servants, representatives of NGOs, middlemen
and “hawala” operators in
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Assam
and Manipur. It seized about
₹3.21 crore in cash.
In the case, registered on
a complaint from the Union

On Tuesday, the agency searched the premises of public
servants, representatives of NGOs. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO
*

Home Ministry, the agency
has named 36 persons, including seven government
officials. Uma Shankar of the
National Informatics Centre
has also been named.
Among the other accused
are promoters of NGO Omidyar; S. Rajasekaran of Ganga Medical Centre and Hospital Private Ltd,; Chinappan
Pichai Pillai of Ayries Multipurpose Social Service Society; Ramaswamy Ranganathan of Centre for Tribal &
Rural Development Trust;
Shafi Mohammad of Jahangirabad Educational Trust;
and Mansi International Private Ltd. Alfred Mohanty of
Christian Life Centre Ministries; Kathera Suresh Kumar
of Harvest India; Lungawiruol Khawbung of Reformed
Presbyterian Church North

East India; and Bishnu Mour
of Nayi Roshni Foundation
have also been named.
It is alleged that the public
servants conspired with the
promoters or representatives of various NGOs and
middlemen to illegally facilitate FCRA registration or renewal, apart from other related works. The two former
FCRA officials impersonated
as unit employees and received bribes from the NGOs
in question.
Hawala channel
According to the first information report (FIR), the accused Parmod Kumar Bhasin, who was earlier posted
with the FCRA unit, approached representatives of
several NGOs for bribes,
which he received through

the “hawala” channel. He
had roped in one Anish Selvaraj for contacting the prospective Tamil Nadu-based
organisations.
Alok Ranjan allegedly conspired with the co-accused
Ravi Shankar Ambastha and
Manoj Kumar B.A. to get
bribes. They were also running Immaculate Global
Consultants (IGC) and ASRA
Foundation. Rajan was channelling the ill-gotten money
into Mansi International
Private Ltd. being jointly
managed by his wife, the FIR
said.
A similar racket was allegedly being run by Santosh
Kumar Prasad and his wife
Arnita Chandra, both directors of Shaurya Business Solutions, in conspiracy with
accused FCRA official Tushar
Kanti Roy.
As alleged, one Devesh
Chandra Mishra had contacted Roy to get permission for
receiving foreign remittance
worth ₹3 crore in donation
for an NGO named Omidyar.
The official initially demanded 10% of the total remittance.
However, Mishra told him
that the NGO promoters
were ready to pay ₹5 lakh.
The official then asked for at
least 7% of the foreign donation.
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General Studies Paper I

A
B
C
D
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I
J
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M
N
O
P
Q

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

India and its neighbourhood- relations;
Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

K

Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M
N
O
P
Q

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

I
J

R
S

Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T
U
V
W
X

Various forces and their mandate;

A
B

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

C

Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D

Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

E
F
G

Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;

H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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