


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Sri Lankan President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa on Thursday
appointed former Prime Mi-
nister Ranil Wickremes-
inghe as Premier, to restore
stability in the island nation
amid a political impasse and
sti�ing economic crisis.

This is the sixth time Mr.
Wickremesinghe, 73, has
been appointed to the o�ce
— he has never �nished a full
term — and will have the task
of arresting the devastating
impact of the island’s eco-
nomic downturn, that too
under President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who is �ercely
detested by disgruntled citi-
zens demanding his
resignation.

Mr. Gotabaya’s older
brother Mahinda Rajapaksa
resigned as Prime Minister
on Monday, hours after his
supporters violently at-
tacked anti-government
protesters.

Mr. Wickremesinghe’s
United National Party (UNP)
was decimated in the 2020
general polls, in which the
Rajapaksas secured a two-
thirds majority. Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe is currently the

only Member of Parliament
from his party. Although he
lost the 2020 general elec-
tions, the UNP nominated
him to the legislature on the
national list, through Sri
Lanka’s proportional repre-
sentation system that allo-
cates political parties a cer-
tain number of seats based
on total votes polled.

Just ahead of the 2020
poll, Mr. Wickremesinghe’s
former deputy Sajith Prema-
dasa broke away from the
UNP and formed the Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB or Un-
ited People’s Force), the
main Opposition party now.

Mr. Wickremesinghe’s
majority in Parliament is

contingent on substantial
support from the ruling par-
ty. Most of its members have
promised to back him, ac-
cording to political sources.

Mr. Premadasa, the Lead-
er of the Opposition, said he
was willing to form a new go-
vernment if the President
committed to stepping down
within “a minimum time
frame”. Mr. Premadasa
made his o�er conditional,
seeking new laws to streng-
then Parliament and abolish
Executive Presidency.

Mr. Mahinda was one of
the �rst leaders to wish Mr.
Wickremesinghe. 

Gotabaya appoints Ranil 
as Sri Lanka Prime Minister
Premadasa too o�ers to form govt. if President resigns
Meera Srinivasan
Colombo

Big task: Ranil Wickremesinghe visiting a Buddhist temple
after taking oath as the PM in Colombo on Thursday. * AFP

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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fall for their conspiracy this
time.”

Tamil National Alliance
lawmaker M.A. Sumanthi-
ran said: “The President has
completely lost legitimacy,
people want him to go
home, and the Parliament
will soon vote on a motion
expressing displeasure over
him. Mr. Wickremesinghe
had no legitimacy in the cur-
rent Parliament right from
the beginning. He did not
even win in his
constituency.”

The Parliament stands
adjourned till May 17, when
the vote on the President is
scheduled to be taken up.
Mr. Wickremesinghe may
face a trust vote soon after.
In order to continue as PM,
he must show he has the
con�dence of the House.

In a cautiously worded
reaction on the develop-
ment, India said it “looks
forward to working with the
Government of Sri Lanka
formed in accordance with
democratic processes pur-
suant to the swearing in of”
Mr. Wickremesinghe. 

“High Commission of In-
dia hopes for political stabil-
ity and looks forward to
working with the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka formed in
accordance with democrat-
ic processes pursuant to the
swearing in of Hon’ble
@RW_UNP as the Prime Mi-
nister of #SriLanka,” said an
o�cial tweet.

“Congratulations to the
newly appointed Prime Mi-
nister of #lka, @RW_UNP. I
wish you all the best as you
navigate these troubled
times,” he said in a tweet mi-
nutes after his successor
was sworn in.

Even before Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe was sworn in by
the President, some reli-
gious leaders objected to
the move, contending that it
was “not the solution” peo-
ple want, and that it would
further escalate the crisis.

Prominent Buddhist
monk Omalpe Sobitha The-
ro said Ranil Wickremes-
inghe was “not suitable” for
the job. His appointment
“completely disregarded”
the proposal made by high-
ranking monks to appoint
an all-party interim govern-
ment and was aimed at the
“sole protection” of the Ra-
japaksas, he said. 

Archbishop of Colombo
Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith,
was quoted by local media
as saying, “People want a
person with integrity, not
someone who has been de-
feated in politics.”

The political opposition
too expressed strong disap-
proval at the President’s
choice. Leader of the leftist
Janata Vimukthi Peramuna
( JVP) Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake said: “Ranil protects
the Rajapaksas, and the Ra-
japaksas protect Ranil. No
citizen in this country will

Gotabaya appoints
Ranil as Sri Lanka’s PM 
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Finland’s leaders on Thurs-
day came out in favour of
applying to join NATO, and
Sweden could do the same
within days, in a historic
realignment on the conti-
nent two-and-a-half months
after the Russian President’s
invasion of Ukraine.

The Kremlin reacted by
warning it will be forced to
take retaliatory “military-
technical” steps.

On the ground, mean-
while, Russian forces
pounded areas in Ukraine’s
east, including the last pock-
et of resistance in Mariupol,
as part of its o�ensive to

take the vital industrial Don-
bas region, while Ukraine
recaptured some towns and
villages in the northeast.

Finland’s President and
Prime Minister announced
that the Nordic country
should apply right away for
membership in NATO, the
military defence pact found-
ed in part to counter the So-
viet Union.

This means Finland is all
but certain to apply — and
gain admission — though the
process could take months
to complete. Sweden, like-
wise, is considering apply-
ing for membership.

Finland leaders in favour of
seeking NATO membership
Kremlin warns of retaliatory steps

Associated Press
Helsinki

Security shift: Finland's President Sauli Niinistö (right) 
and PM Sanna Marin in Helsinki, in this �le photo. * AFP
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Ahead of the impending
elections to various local bo-
dies, including zilla pan-
chayat and the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
council, the Karnataka Cabi-
net on Thursday decided to
take the Ordinance route to
get clearance for the Karna-
taka Protection of Right to
Freedom of Religion Bill,
2021.

The Bill, which was adopt-
ed by the Karnataka Legisla-
tive Assembly in its special
session in Belagavi in De-
cember 2021, is yet to be in-
troduced in the Legislative
Council, where the ruling
BJP lacks majority.

Council wasn’t in session
Announcing the decision to
promulgate an Ordinance,
Law Minister J.C. Madhuswa-
my told reporters here that
the Ordinance route was
chosen as the Council was
not in session.

The timing of the decision
to promulgate the Ordinance
has given rise to speculation
that the ruling BJP is keen to
use the proposed legislation
as part of its core agenda
during the crucial elections
to zilla and taluk panchayats
and the BBMP that accounts
for the highest chunk of the
Assembly seats. 

This speculation has ari-
sen as the government could
have waited for just about a
month when the BJP would

have got the majority in the
Upper House after the sche-
duled elections from the
State Assembly to elect
members to the Council.

The proposed legislation
envisages stringent provi-
sions for “forced” or “in-
duced” conversions. It aims
at prohibiting conversion by
“misrepresentation, force,
allurement, fraudulent
means, or marriage”.

It proposes maximum im-
prisonment of 10 years for

forcible conversion of per-
sons from Scheduled Caste
or Scheduled Tribe com-
munities, minors, and wo-
men to another religion.

The Opposition parties
have taken exception to the
Bill and termed it
“draconian”.

Responding to the deve-
lopment, the Archbishop of
Bengaluru has described it
as a move that will “a�ect
the harmonious relationship
that we enjoy with members
of all the communities in
Karnataka”. 

“With the Ordinance in
hand, there is no doubt that
the fringe elements and
groups will try to create pro-
blems for the members of
our community as we have
seen in the past and the go-
vernment is in no control of
them,” said Archbishop Pe-
ter Machado in a statement.
He hoped that the Governor
would address the concern
of the community by not giv-
ing his assent.

Karnataka to take Ordinance
route on anti-conversion Bill 
BJP government’s move comes ahead of several crucial elections 
Special Correspondent
Bengaluru <> With the Ordinance

in hand, there is no
doubt that the
fringe elements and
groups will try to
create problems for
the members of our
community as we
have seen in the
past and the
government is in no
control of them

Peter Machado 
Archbishop of Bengaluru 
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Asplit verdict in the Delhi High Court on the ques-
tion of criminalising marital rape has reignited
the controversy over legal protection for disre-

gard of consent for sex within marriage. On Wednes-
day, while Justice Rajiv Shakdher, who headed the
Bench, struck down as unconstitutional the exception
to Section 375 of the IPC, which says that intercourse by
a man with his wife aged 18 or above is not rape even if it
is without her consent, Justice C. Hari Shankar rejected
the plea to criminalise marital rape pointing out that
any change in the law has to be carried out by the legis-
lature since it requires consideration of social, cultural
and legal aspects. With the judges di�ering on key
points such as di�culty in getting evidence, the impor-
tance of consent, whether the state’s concerns about sa-
feguarding the institution of marriage were valid, and if
other laws against sexual violence protected married
women, the issues involved may have to be ultimately
adjudicated with the help of a third judge or a larger
Bench of the High Court or the Supreme Court. The Un-
ion government has been opposing the removal of the
marital rape exception. In 2016, it had rejected the con-
cept of marital rape, saying it “cannot be applied to the
Indian context” due to various reasons, not least be-
cause of the “mindset of society to treat marriage as a
sacrament”. However, in the �nal hearing, the Union
government did not take a stand on the issue.

Justice Shakdher’s opinion goes to the heart of the
matter, inasmuch as it treats the absence of consent as
the core ingredient of rape. He says what is de�ned as
rape in law should be labelled as such, irrespective of
whether it occurs within or outside marriage. He �nds
that the marital exception violates equality before law,
as well as deprives women of the right to trigger a pro-
secution for non-consensual sex. Besides, it also dis-
criminates among women based on their marital status
and robs them of sexual agency and autonomy. In con-
trast, Justice Hari Shankar’s opinion, somewhat discon-
certingly, de-emphasises the element of consent and
lays much store by the importance of preserving the in-
stitution of marriage to such an extent that he holds
that any legislation that keeps rape out of a marital rela-
tionship “is immune to interference”. If marriage is re-
garded as a partnership between equals, an exception
in a 162-year-old law should have had no place. While
there are other laws governing civil relationships that
legitimise conjugal expectations, these cannot be seen
as giving a free pass for violence within marriage, which
is essentially what sex without consent is. Whether the
legislative route is more appropriate in making marital
rape a criminal o�ence is a matter of detail. What is im-
portant is that sexual violence has no place in society,
and the institution of marriage is no exception.

Importance of consent 
The institution of marriage cannot be allowed

to sanction force and violence 
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The story so far: A public interest litigation
(PIL) under the consideration of the
Supreme Court of India challenges the
power of the Centre to notify minority
communities at a national level. 

Who is a minority and who decides
that? 
The PIL speci�cally questions the validity of
Section 2(f ) of the National Commission for
Minority Educational Institutions or NCMEI
Act 2004, terming it arbitrary and contrary
to Articles 14, 15, 21, 29 and 30 of the
Constitution. Section 2(f ) says “minority
,”for the purpose of this Act, means a
community noti�ed as such by the Central
Government.” Section 2(c) of the of National
Commission for Minorities (NCM) Act, 1992
also gives the Centre similar powers. 

In 2005, the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) at the Centre
noti�ed �ve communities — Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Parsis — as
minorities at the national level. In 2014, the
Manmohan Singh government noti�ed
followers of Jainism as a minority
community, making them the sixth on the
national list. 

What does the PIL argue?
The petitioner argues that the Centre’s
decision was arbitrary since the SC had held,
in the T. M. A. Pai Foundation vs State Of
Karnataka case of 2002 that, “for the
purpose of determining minority, the unit
will be State and not whole India.” The
petitioner argued that the Centre’s
noti�cation has created an anomalous
situation in which the communities declared
as minorities by the Centre enjoy the status
even in States/UTs where they are in
majority (Muslims in Jammu and Kashmir
and Christians in Nagaland for instance)
while followers of Hinduism, Judaism and
Bahaism who are minorities are not
accorded the same status under the Act. 

The petition seeks the SC to curtail the

Centre’s power to notify national minorities
or direct the Centre to notify followers of
Hinduism, Bahaism and Judaism as
minorities in States/UTs where they are
actually fewer in numbers; or direct that
only those communities that are “socially,
economically and politically non-dominant”
besides being numerically smaller in
States/UTs be allowed the status of
minorities. 

How has the Centre responded? 
The Centre �led two a�davits in the case,
the second one on May 9, suppressing its
�rst a�davit that was �led on March 25. In
both, the Centre said it had the power to
notify minority communities. In the �rst, the
Centre categorically defended the concept of
minorities at the national level; in the
second, it remains silent on that speci�c
question. In other words, the Centre has not
taken a position, one way or the other, about
continuing the national list of minorities
while it reiterated its power to notify

communities as minorities under Central
Acts. In the �rst a�davit, the Centre had
pointed out that it had concurrent powers
with States to take measures for the welfare
of minorities. States could have minorities
noti�ed as such within their jurisdiction, and
it even cited the examples of Maharashtra
recognising Jews as a minority community
and Karnataka recognising speakers of
several languages as linguistic minorities. In
the second a�davit there is no such
elaboration. While it says the power is vested
in it, the a�davit does not go as far as
questioning the powers of the State on this
question. 

In the �rst a�davit, the Centre said the
pleas made by the petitioner must be
rejected; in the second, the Centre said the
PIL dealt with ‘vital’ issues and sought time
to consult with all stakeholders before it
could take a position. In the �rst instance,
the Centre went on to defend the
constitution of the new Ministry of Minority
A�airs and the Sachar Committee that

studied the backwardness of Muslims in
India — both UPA measures, criticised by the
Opposition Bharatiya Janata Party then. In
the second a�davit on May 9, the Centre did
not defend these decisions of the previous
Congress regime. 

The May 9 a�davit, in fact, leaves all
questions open, other than the emphatic
claim that the Centre has the power to notify
minorities under the two Acts.

What next?
The Centre’s second a�davit leaves its own
stand on the entire issue ambiguous, and
perhaps it was intended that way. The
Centre has said it would come back to the
apex court “after consideration of several
sociological and other aspects.” It said “any
stand without detailed deliberations with
stakeholders may result in an unintended
complication for the country.” Though the
power is vested with the Central
government, it would consult the States and
other stakeholders. 

EXPLAINER 

Who assigns minority status to communities — Centre, States or both? 

On the question of notifying minorities 
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The Centre �led two a�davits in the
case in which it reiterated that it had
the power to notify minority
communities

THE GIST
B Section 2(f) of the
National Commission for
Minority Educational
Institutions says “minority
,”for the purpose of this
Act, means a community
noti�ed as such by the
Central Government.” 

B The PIL argues that the
Centre’s noti�cation has
created an anomalous
situation in which the
communities declared as
minorities by the Centre
enjoy the status even in
States/UTs where they are
in majority. 

B Six communities are
currently noti�ed as
minority communities at the
national level — Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Parsis and Jains. 

Varghese K. George

The Supreme Court of India
in New Delhi. * GETTY
IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO
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As former Finance Minister
P. Chidambaram on Thurs-
day questioned Law Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju’s Lakshman
rekha comment over the Su-
preme Court’s order to
pause �ling fresh cases un-
der the sedition law, the
Law Minister reminded him
of the decisions taken by the
Jawaharlal Nehru and the
Indira Gandhi governments
to strengthen the sedition
law. 

On Wednesday, after the
court’s order about putting
the sedition law in
abeyance, Mr. Rijiju had
said the powers of the exec-
utive, legislature and judici-
ary were demarcated and
none should cross the
Lakshman rekha. 

Responding to these re-
marks, Mr. Chidambaram
said, “The Law Minister of
India has no authority to
draw any arbitrary Laksh-
man rekha. He should read
Article 13 of the Constitu-
tion. The legislature cannot
make a law, nor can a law be
allowed to remain on the
statute book, that violates

the Fundamental Rights.” 
“The sedition law, in the

view of many legal scholars,
violates Articles 19 and 21 of
the Constitution. All the
King’s horses and all the
King’s men cannot save that
law,” he added. 

Quoting the former Un-
ion Minister’s tweet, Mr. Ri-
jiju said, “That’s why Nehru
Ji brought in the First
Amendment and Smt Indira
Gandhi made Section 124A a
cognisable o�ence for the
�rst time in India’s history?” 

The Law Minister also al-
leged during the Anna
movement and other anti-
corruption movements, citi-
zens were subjected to ha-
rassment, intimidation and
arrests. 

“Congress government
overturned a court verdict
because that government
was neck deep in vote bank
politics. UPA Govt has the
worst track record of �ling
sedition cases. Our Govt.
will protect the unity, inte-
grity & sovereignty of India
& rights of the citizens en-
shrined in our Constitu-
tion,”Mr. Rijiju said in
another tweet.

Rijiju, Chidambaram
spar over sedition law
Ti� over Lakshman rekha comment
Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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The Election Commission
on Thursday announced
polls to 57 Rajya Sabha
seats, including those of re-
tiring Union Ministers Nir-
mala Sitharaman, Piyush
Goyal and Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi, on June 10. 

The term of the 57 MPs
from 15 States would come
to an end in the period from
June to August, the EC said. 

Among those retiring are
Congress leaders Kapil Si-
bal, Jairam Ramesh and P.
Chidambaram; Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut; and BJP
MPs Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
and Syed Zafar Islam. 

Six seats from Tamil Nadu
would also be up for polls
with the retirement of MPs
T.K.S Elangovan, A. Nava-
neethakrishnan, R.S. Bha-
rathi, S.R. Balasubramoni-
yan, A. Vijayakumar and
K.R.N. Rajeshkumar. 

According to the EC sche-

dule, nominations for the
polls would be open from
May 24 to 31. 

Polling would be held
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the
respective State Assemblies
and votes would be counted
from 5 p.m. on June 10.

The EC also announced
polls for four Karnataka Le-
gislative Council seats on
June 13. 

Elections to 57 Rajya
Sabha seats on June 10 
Many key leaders are set to retire
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

A view of the Parliament
House in New Delhi.
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The Delimitation Commis-
sion’s redrawn map for Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s Assembly

election was noti�ed a few days
before the Supreme Court of India
’s judgment on sedition. As expect-
ed, Kashmir’s political parties op-
pose its results. Though they had
raised critical queries on the com-
mission’s draft during its consulta-
tion phase, most of their concerns
were not addressed. Instead, the
commission’s �nal report speaks
glowingly of the enthusiasm and
the support members received.
Apart from Justice (retired) Ranja-
na Prakash Desai, Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Sushil Chan-
dra and J&K State Election Com-
missioner K.K. Sharma were ex-of-
�cio members of the commission.

There is a chasm
Perhaps the commission members
did not read the innumerable
news stories detailing criticism of
their draft. Or, perhaps, they con-
cluded that erstwhile legislators
do not represent public opinion.
Either way, the gap between the
commission’s self-projection in
the report, and the views of the
Valley’s political leaders, is as wide
as a chasm.

The commission’s establish-
ment was controversial from the
start. Initially, the Union Home Mi-
nistry had noti�ed �ve States and/
or Union Territories for immediate
redrawing of constituencies while
the remainder would undergo
fresh delimitation after 2026. After
protests, four of the �ve States
were dropped from the list, leav-
ing only Jammu and Kashmir.
Fresh delimitation was necessary
for Jammu and Kashmir, the Na-
rendra Modi administration said,
since the State had been divided

into two Union Territories and
elections could only be held under
the Jammu and Kashmir Reorgani-
sation Act, 2019

The decision placed the Valley’s
regional political parties in an im-
possible situation. Over 5,000 pe-
ople, including three former Chief
Ministers, had been taken into pre-
ventive detention days before the
reorganisation act was passed,
many of them charged with unlaw-
ful activities tantamount to sedi-
tion. The State’s Assembly had
been dissolved a year earlier and it
was under President’s rule. Four
parties were in the Supreme Court
of India challenging the act. If they
cooperated with the delimitation
commission, they would be seen
as tacitly watering down their
court challenge. If they did not
cooperate, they risked their con-
cerns being ignored. Given that
non-cooperation might radically
shift power balances within and
between districts, most of Kash-
mir’s regional parties chose to sub-
mit written representations to the
commission.

Gaps in the report
As it turns out, they must be won-
dering why they bothered. The
commission’s report appends a
long list of people who made re-
presentations and/or objections,
but it does not summarise the ob-
jections nor address them point by
point.

The central question of why
Jammu has gained six Assembly
seats and the Valley only one has
been brushed under general re-
marks on methodology with no ex-
planation of how that methodolo-
gy was applied. For example, the
commission claims to have taken
plus 10% of the average population
at the patwari or ward level as a
measure for redrawing constituen-
cies in �at areas and minus 10% in
hilly areas. But that does not answ-
er the question of why Jammu pro-
vince has more seats relative to its
population than the Valley does,
with a di�erential of as much as
20,000 people per seat. Nor does

it explain why Jammu’s Muslim-
majority seats now comprise less
than a quarter of the province’s to-
tal seats, though Muslims com-
prise over a third of the province’s
population.

What is more, as analysts point
out, the majority of the six new
constituencies that Jammu has ac-
quired are Hindu-majority. One
has a population of just over
50,000 people, but shares the
same physical features as a Mus-
lim-majority constituency of close
to four times its population.

The commission’s recommen-
dations further complicate the is-
sue. They propose that the Presi-
dent nominate Pandit migrants to
two Assembly seats — why is there
no reference to Pandits who re-
main in the Valley? — and West Pa-
kistani refugees to another, along
the lines of reservation for Anglo-
Indians in Parliament. But the re-
servation for Anglo-Indians lapsed
in 2020 since it was not extended
by the 126th amendment to the
Constitution.

Indeed, the only overarching
guideline which the report does
describe in some detail is the com-
mission’s desire to match the
boundaries of Assembly and par-
liamentary constituencies. Why
this is so important is unclear.
There is certainly a logic to ensur-
ing that Assembly and parliamen-
tary constituencies match local ad-
ministrative and police
boundaries. But what is the logic
of ensuring that no Assembly con-
stituency falls under two parlia-
mentary constituencies? How ma-
ny local legislators found that a
problem?

Most of these questions were
addressed to the commission dur-
ing its consultation phase. Its
members, therefore, had the op-
portunity to answer doubts in
their �nal report. By choosing not
to do so they lost a valuable oppor-
tunity to display transparency and
dispel suspicion of bias. Instead,
and breathtakingly, the CEC, Mr.
Chandra, commented in his pre-
face that the redrawing will over-
come long-standing divisions bet-
ween Jammu and the Kashmir
Valley. How can seeming bias do
anything other than exacerbate
division?

Court hearing is next
So, what happens now? Perhaps
the Supreme Court will start hear-
ing the challenges to the reorgani-
sation act after the summer recess.
If the Court decides the challenges
are valid, then the delimitation ex-
ercise will be nulli�ed, as Justice
Desai remarked when she under-
took the task of chair.

In the meantime, with the re-
drawn constituencies now noti-
�ed, there is no reason for the
Election Commission to delay an-
nouncing dates for the long over-
due Assembly election in Jammu
and Kashmir. However unhappy
Valley political parties might be,
they will have no choice but to par-
ticipate. The former State desper-
ately needs an elected leadership
after having been under the admi-
nistration of non-local and inimi-
cal bureaucrats for four years.

Whenever it happens, this elec-
tion will be as polarised as the last
election over seven years ago. In-
deed, with the redrawn consti-
tuencies, it is likely to be even
more polarised. In the short term,
the risk of violence will be high,
unless armed groups yield to the
unspoken consensus in the Valley
that a smooth election is in their
best interest.

The real challenge will come af-
ter. If, as anticipated, the election
results re�ect a sharp divide bet-
ween Jammu and the Valley, it will
be even more di�cult to put to-

gether a coalition administration
with the Bharatiya Janata Party as
partner. The breakaway factions
from the National Conference and
the Peoples Democratic Party
might, with the aid of dirty tricks,
win enough seats to help the BJP
helm a coalition. But they must by
this time be well aware that while
they will have little in�uence in a
BJP coalition, they might have to
shoulder all the blame.

Focus on freedoms
The only hope for a peace process
in Jammu and Kashmir is if there is
a clean election, statehood is spee-
dily restored, and the new As-
sembly determines whether or in
which form special status is re-
quired. But the cards are already
heavily stacked against either, and
the delimitation report has further
tilted them in favour of further
con�ict. A wise leader would hold
elections for existing constituen-
cies and let the new assembly ap-
prove or query the delimitation re-
port. In fact, the commission itself
proposed that the report be
placed before the legislative as-
sembly, a recommendation that
makes sense only if new delimita-
tion comes into force after and not
before elections.

Urgent as elections are, atten-
tion to fundamental freedoms is
even more important. There are
over a thousand Kashmiris in pri-
son under charges that the Su-
preme Court has questioned in re-
lation to sedition. Most of them
have been denied bail or asked to
furnish punitive sureties. The
three Kashmiri students arrested
in Uttar Pradesh for celebrating a
Pakistani cricket victory had to de-
posit ₹1 lakh each for bail, whereas
Jignesh Mewani paid the far more
appropriate sum of ₹1,000 for a si-
milar non-o�ence. Applying the
Supreme Court’s interim orders to
cases under similarly draconian
legislation would be a true con�-
dence-booster for elections.

Radha Kumar is a writer and policy
analyst

With delimitation over, a look at the slate for J&K 
There is every likelihood of the delimitation report only compounding the political issues for the former State 
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In an important verdict safe-
guarding the interest of wo-
man victims of domestic vio-
lence, the Supreme Court on
Thursday gave a wide inter-
pretation to the term ‘right
to reside in a shared house-
hold’ under the law, holding
it cannot be restricted to on-
ly actual matrimonial resi-
dence, but can be extended
to other homes irrespective
of the right over the
property.

A Bench of Justices M.R.

Shah and B.V. Nagarathna,
while hearing the plea of a
domestic violence victim af-
ter she was widowed, dealt
with the unique situation of
Indian women who live at
places other than matrimo-
nial homes, such as the
workplaces of their hus-
bands. “There could be sev-
eral situations and circum-
stances and every woman in
a domestic relationship can
enforce her right to reside in
a shared household irrespec-
tive of whether she has any
right, title or bene�cial inter-

est in the same and the said
right could be enforced by
any woman under the said
provision as an independent
right...,” the Bench said.

It held that the even in the
absence of a “Domestic Inci-
dent Report” of a protection
o�cer under the Protection
of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, reliefs such as
right to reside in the shared
matrimonial homes can be
enforced. "It is held that Sec-
tion 12 does not make it man-
datory for a Magistrate to
consider a Domestic Inci-

dent Report �led by a Protec-
tion O�cer or service pro-
vider before passing any
order under the DV Act.

“It is clari�ed that even in
the absence of a Domestic In-
cident Report, a Magistrate is
empowered to pass both ex
parte or interim as well as a
�nal order,” Justice Naga-
rathna said.

If a woman has the right to
reside in a shared household
under the law and such a wo-
man becomes a victim of
domestic violence, then she
can seek relief under the Act.

Press Trust of India
New Delhi

‘Safeguard domestic violence victims’
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In the �nancial year 2021-22,
90-lakh bene�ciaries of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s �agship welfare
scheme, Pradhan Mantri Ujj-
wala Yojana (PMUY), did not
take re�ll gas cylinders. And
over one crore bene�ciaries
got their re�lls only once.

These revelations come
against the backdrop of the
much-feted labharthi, or be-
ne�ciary, class which report-
edly voted in good numbers
for the BJP in the recent elec-
tions, especially to the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly. This was
revealed in reply to a Right
to Information (RTI) applica-
tion �led by activist Chan-
drashekhar Gaur with the
three oil marketing �rms In-
dian Oil Corporation Ltd.
(IOCL), Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd.
(HPCL) and Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd.
(BPCL).

The scheme was original-
ly launched on May 1, 2016,
in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with a target of releas-
ing eight crore connections
by March 2020. So far, over
nine crore connections un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Ujj-
wala Yojana has been re-
leased. The PMUY 2.0 was
launched in 2021-22, making
a provision for release of ad-
ditional one crore
connections.

According to the RTI re-
plies, the IOCL, for the con-
nections released by them
till March 2021, 65 lakh cus-
tomers have not re�lled
their connections during the

past �nancial year. The �-
gures for the HPCL and the
BPCL are 9.1 lakh and 15.96
lakh, respectively. 

The BPCL speci�ed that
the �gure of 15.96 lakh is on-
ly for the connections re-
leased up to September
2019, which was the �rst
round of the Ujjwala Yojana.
The number of customers
who got re�ll cylinders only
once for the IOCL was 52
lakh, for HPCL 27.58 lakh
and BPCL 28.56 lakh. 

As per a reply �led by the
government in the Lok Sab-
ha in March this year, the
LPG consumption under the
Ujjwala Yojana remains 3.66
re�lls per connection
annually.

COVID e�ect
These �gures should also
take into account the fact
that during the COVID-19
pandemic, the government
provided up to three free of
cost LPG re�lls to PMUY be-
ne�ciaries from April 1,
2020, and this was extended
up to December 31, 2020.

PMUY bene�ciaries have
availed themselves of 14.17
crore free re�lls under the
scheme, across the country,
as per the same reply �led
by the Union Petroleum Mi-
nistry in the Lok Sabha.

Congress leader Pradyut
Bordoloi, a member of
standing committee on Pe-
troleum, told The Hindu that
while the scheme was start-
ed with a good intent, it had
inherent �aws which the go-
vernment had failed to ad-
dress. “The people are
shocked to realise that they
have to pay the full amount
even under the scheme for
the subsequent cylinders.
The subsidy is transferred
into their accounts by the oil
marketing �rms. While the
�rms claim that they have
disbursed the subsidy. we
don’t know whether it
reaches the bene�ciaries on
time. The cylinders end up
being used as showpiece in
their homes,” he said.

He said he had requested
the committee to do a de-
tailed study on the yojana.

Ujjwala LPG scheme: 90-lakh
bene�ciaries don’t take re�lls
Over 1 crore customers got re�lls only once, shows RTI reply
Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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India’s food production
could drop 16% and the num-
ber of those at risk for hun-
ger could increase 23% by
2030 due to climate change,
says a report by the Interna-
tional Food Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI) on climate
change and food systems.

These projections are part
of a model that was used to
evaluate the impact of cli-
mate change on aggregate
food production, food con-
sumption (kilocalories per
person per day), net trade of
major food commodity
groups, and the population
at risk of going hungry. IM-
PACT, as the model is called,
simulates national and inter-
national agricultural mar-
kets. 

It was developed with in-
puts from scientists from the
Consortium of International
Agricultural Research Cen-
ters (CGIAR) and other lead-
ing global economic modell-

ing e�orts, the report notes.
The number of Indians at

risk from hunger in 2030 is
expected to be 73.9 million
in 2030 and, if the e�ects of
climate change were to be
factored in, it would increase
to 90.6 million. The aggre-
gate food production index
will, under similar condi-
tions, drop from 1.6 to 1.5.

On a positive note, climate
change will not impact the
average calorie consumption
of Indians and this is project-
ed to remain roughly the

same at 2,600 kcal per capita
per day by 2030 even in a cli-
mate change scenario.

Baseline projections indi-
cate that global food produc-
tion will grow by about 60%
over 2010 levels by 2050 in
the context of climate
change. Production and de-
mand are projected to grow
more rapidly in developing
countries due to projected
growth in population and
incomes.

However, the long-term
impacts of COVID-19 and

other current geopolitical
factors have not yet been in-
corporated in these projec-
tions. Diets are also shifting
toward higher-value foods,
including more fruits and ve-
getables, processed foods,
and animal-source foods,
outside high-income coun-
tries. 

Meat production is pro-
jected to double in South
Asia and West and Central
Africa by 2030 and triple by
2050. Despite this, per capi-
ta consumption levels in de-
veloping countries will re-
main less than half of those
in developed countries. 

However, regional di�e-
rences in access to food
mean that nearly 500 million
people are projected to re-
main at risk of going hungry.
Globally, about 70 million
more people will be at risk
from hunger because of cli-
mate change, including
more than 28 million in East
and Southern Africa, the re-
port added.

‘Hunger risk from climate threat’
IFPRI projects scenario for 2030 keeping impact of climate change in mind
Jacob Koshy
New Delhi

Bleak outlook: The number of Indians at risk from hunger in
2030 is expected to be 73.9 million. * R.V. MOORTHY
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On May 4, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) decided to raise the bench-
mark interest rate by 0.4 percentage
points to 4.4%. Over the past few
months, there has been a growing
clamour to raise rates, mixed with
anxiety over retail in�ation exceed-
ing the central bank’s tolerance li-
mit of 6% for three months running.
The surprise to the markets was in
the timing of RBI’s move, via an o�-
cycle meeting of the Monetary Poli-
cy Committee (MPC). In a discus-
sion moderated by K. Bharat Ku-
mar, Shubhada Rao and U.R. Bhat
discuss whether the RBI delayed the
rate hike. Edited excerpts:

Should the RBI have acted on
interest rates much earlier
instead of waiting till retail
in�ation breached 6%? After
all, its mandate is to target 4%
in�ation. Only the tolerance
limit is plus or minus 2%.

Shubhada Rao: It is important to
understand the context in which
most central banks have behaved
the way they have these past two
years. It’s been a tightrope walk bet-
ween growth and in�ation. We have
been going through an ‘abnormal’
period that started with the onset of
COVID-19, followed by the Russia-
Ukraine con�ict. Since March 2020,
central banks globally did everyth-
ing they could to support growth.
As central bank balance sheets ex-
panded, interest rates dropped with
a view to support growth via �nan-
cial conditions that were made ul-
tra-easy. However, the concomitant
side e�ect of COVID-19 was also the
supply shocks across the globe,
which started to feed in�ationary
pressures. Commodity prices began
rising, causing overall pressure on
input costs. But at the same time,
growth had been faltering. So, natu-
rally, policymakers were leaning
more towards supporting growth.
However, at some point, in�ation
began to bite.

In the U.S., for instance, the Fed
had actually been saying that in�a-
tion was transitory, whereas mar-
kets believed there was a more
structural nature to in�ation. Like-
wise in India, we had begun to see
in�ation pressures building up,
markets had begun to worry more
about in�ation. There was an expec-

tation in the market that demand
conditions would improve from the
COVID-19 years, which they did.
The Purchasing Managers’ Index
has begun to show consistent ex-
pansion, both for manufacturing
and services, in recent times. Ser-
vices have bounced back even more
strongly, given demand recovery.
Obviously, rising input costs had be-
gun to now manifest in the pricing
power getting back to the manufac-
turers, and so, a pass-through to
consumers was quicker than antici-
pated. The war in Europe and Chi-
na’s strict lockdowns hit supplies
and logistics, and supply chains
have become further disrupted. We
have had a perfect storm where
growth has been subdued, and in�a-
tion has been dramatically rising.

Did the RBI wait for too long? Per-
haps. February would have been
the policy time when the RBI could
have articulated its concerns on not
just the headline Price Index, but
more on the core in�ation as the
economic monitor, which re�ects
more of your underlying demand
conditions.

What moved the needle was the
war. It would have been premature
to raise rates last year because we
were still grappling with growth
troubles. The RBI did have the cush-
ion up to 6% of in�ation, [which has
been provided] for abnormal condi-
tions such as what we have seen
these past two years. As in�ation
has threatened to remain consis-
tently above 6%, as per mandate, it
was imperative that the RBI’s focus
shift back to reining in in�ation. The
lower bound of the rate transited
from reverse repo to standing depo-
sit facility. So, yes, February per-
haps was the time when the com-
mentary could have been more
guarded and more [along] sounding
o� the markets that we need to be
vigilant on in�ation.

U.R. Bhat: From an investment
practitioner’s viewpoint, economics
is not an exact science. So, you can’t
really have a perfect model, where if
in�ation goes above 6%, you imme-
diately hike interest rates, because
the 2-6% range is just an indicator.
Also, one has to consider the RBI’s
own view on the causes of in�ation.
It might have waited to see if the war
would stop or if oil prices would

come down dramatically. So, it can’t
be seen rushing to raise rates and if
something dramatic happens, to
lower them soon after. If the prac-
tice of monetary policy is as simple
as creating a model, an algorithm
can do a better job than a central
banker. There is a lot of judgment
and subjectivity that goes in. This is
as good a time as any to raise rates.

But looking at it holistically, I am
not sure if it was appropriate for a
central bank to call an o�-cycle
meeting and hike interest rates; I
don’t think anything would have
happened if it had waited before it
could take up the issue in the next
MPC meeting. There must always be
an orderly unwinding of the quanti-
tative easing or normalising of the
interest rate cycle, because you
have to give enough indications to
the market about what is coming.
Markets are very good at interpret-
ing data. So, a central bank should
always give some indication about
what is actually bothering them,
what parameters are important for
them to take a decision either way,
so that the market can actually take
a view on this and feed that informa-
tion to prices. When there is sudden
change without notice, the market
goes into a tailspin. That is probably
what happened last week.

Also, is the interest rate hike ac-
tually a great way of controlling in-
�ation? If in�ation is largely because
of problems with the supply chain,
that has to be addressed. Also, the
transmission mechanism is proba-
bly not all that good; because if you
really see bank balance sheets,
probably more than 75% of the as-
sets are loans. Quite a lot of these
are based on T-bills or external
benchmark-related rates. Whether
the RBI raises repo rate or not, the
market has already decided that an
interest rate increase is warranted,
because that is how they have been
trading. All these notes linked to ex-
ternal benchmarks were already

getting repriced. So, interest rates in
the market are determined by the
market forces, not by �at.

If the repo rate action itself has
little impact, what else should
the RBI be doing to rein in
in�ation?

SR: It’s important too that the repo
rate, which is typically a signalling
rate, should indicate that underly-
ing risks of in�ation are real and are
going to be more likely durable. An
interest rate hike is a necessary but
not su�cient condition. That has to
come through managing liquidity.
By end-April, we were already sit-
ting on a surplus of ₹6.5 lakh crore.
Raising the Cash Reserve Ratio
(CRR) for banks by 50 points will im-
pound ₹87,000 crore starting May
21. We believe that the RBI is not go-
ing to stop with just one CRR hike. A
combination of available liquidity in
the system alongside a benchmark
rate sends a more comprehensive
signal to the market on forthcoming
tighter �nancial conditions, which
will help moderate demand. There
will be a sacri�ce on output. We be-
lieve that another CRR hike is in the
o�ng, maybe as early as in the June
policy review. The surplus would
come down to about ₹2 lakh crore
by the end of FY23.

We are already looking at coal
shortages, with an eventual impact
on power tari�s; we are likely to see
an impact on minimum support
prices, which are calculated on the
basis of input costs; India needs to
watch the crude basket more close-
ly. Food costs are set to harden des-
pite our having adequate food

grains, given the global escalation in
food prices because of the war.

We, as a research unit, are fore-
casting in�ation in the 6.1-6.3%
band, so about 6.2% average in�a-
tion for FY23, which is still higher
than the revised in�ation number of
5.7% that the RBI presented in April.
In the June policy, the RBI will likely
revise that further up. So, there is
going to be a sacri�ce on growth ve-
ry clearly. But between in�ation and
growth, the RBI would most certain-
ly now lean towards in�ation, be-
cause it is a very inequitable tax on
the less privileged.

What can the government do to
make it easier? Reports say the
RBI feels isolated in its battle
against in�ation.

SR: What the government could do,
perhaps to the extent possible, is
lower the excise on fuel further,
which will help alleviate price pres-
sures from headline fuel costs. Of
course, the cost to the exchequer is
fairly signi�cant, because even if
there is a 5% gap in excise, it has an
impact on the government balance
sheet to the extent of ₹60,000-
70,000 crore. So, it will have to be
weighed very carefully. Also, the
Centre will have to optimise bet-
ween revenue expenditure and cap-
ital expenditure. I think the Finance
Minister did indicate that they are
going to maintain the momentum
on infrastructure spending. And
while we could see some growth
getting sacri�ced in FY23, the medi-
um term, i.e. over a couple of years
beyond FY23, could look better. The
government has done exceedingly
well through some of its policy in-
itiatives during the COVID-19 years
by adding signi�cant thrust to dom-
estic manufacturing in the form of
Production-Linked Incentives for
about 14-15 sectors more actively. If
not in FY23, we will see some of
these supply constraints getting ad-
dressed starting FY24.

URB: Given that easing supply chal-
lenges could help cool in�ation, the
government has got to act. The RBI
can only use tools such as CRR, Stat-
utory Liquidity Ratio, repo, etc. But
tackling supply side issues is outside
its domain. Of course, nobody can
really take a call on which way the
war will go or whether we will have
a repeat of the past with COVID-19.
But to the extent possible, where
there are issues about transporta-

tion, container availability and the
like, the government has to do its
bit. It also has a duty to ensure that
the growth momentum doesn’t fal-
ter. The government will have to
continue to spend till the private
sector starts investing.

Having said that, the government
too has been trying to foster an envi-
ronment of growth. The Budget had
huge allocations for infra spending.
That has a huge multiplier e�ect on
the economy. The export thrust also
has started showing up. If you see
the export growth and GST collec-
tions, we’re doing pretty well.

But the big concern is that we
now have negative real interest rates
for savers. The anaemic growth in
bank deposits is probably because
of that. With negative real interest
rates, savers will shift to the mar-
kets, or gold or real estate. I think
more than two-thirds of the vol-
umes in the equity market is from
retail investors. Further, the rupee
is in danger of declining further
against the dollar. With the U.S. Fed
also increasing rates, we will have to
keep up the rate di�erential to help
stem out�ow of dollars.

The repo rate hike and such tools
are e�ective only when you have
credit growth in the high teens or
20%-plus. But with 9-10%, e�cacy
in tweaking benchmark rates may
not be all that much.

How do you trigger healthy
credit growth?

URB: If we want GDP growth of 7%
and if there is 6% in�ation, that
means 13% nominal GDP growth.
This needs to be �nanced. So, the
banking system has to be able to
grow its credit book quite dramati-
cally to be able to reach these num-
bers. Because of the huge demand
shock, private sector investments
have taken a backseat.

As the economy gradually re-
turns to normal, the private sector
will start investing in new capaci-
ties. The biggest enabler for new in-
vestments to happen is the govern-
ment’s investment in infrastructure.
When you have good roads, port ca-
pacity, good railway capacity, and
good telecommunications, people
will start investing and generate de-
mand in phases. These will happen.
We have been through such phases
very many times in the past. If you
look at the GST collections and ex-
port numbers, things are not really
bad. We are getting there.

Did the RBI wait too long to raise interest rates? 
It could have started highlighting in�ationary
worry points in February 

U.R. Bhat 
is co-founder and
Director of
Alphaniti Fintech 

Shubhada Rao 
is founder,
QuantEco Research
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<> There will be a sacri�ce on
output. We believe that
another CRR hike is in the
o�ng, maybe as early as in
the June policy review.

Shubhada Rao
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The capex-driven �scal path
laid out in the Union Budget
will help the economy
weather in�ationary head-
winds and post almost 8%
real growth in 2022-23, the
Finance Ministry said in its
monthly economic review
on Thursday. 

The ministry’s GDP
growth projection is faster
than the 7.2% pace forecast
by the RBI last month. 

Citing the International
Monetary Fund’s 8.2% fore-
cast, the ministry said that
India would be the fastest
growing economy in 2022-23
and added the ‘strong
growth in economic activity’
in April lent ‘credence’ to
this projection. This was re-
�ected in the ‘robust perfor-
mance of e-way bill genera-

tion, toll collection,
electricity consumption,
PMI manufacturing and PMI
services’ as well as record
GST collection for March
transactions, it asserted.

While the yields on go-
vernment securities rose to

7.11% in April, the spread bet-
ween the U.S. 10-year treasu-
ry yield and the Indian 10-
year G-sec yield had nar-
rowed to 421 basis points
(bps) in April, from 494 bps
in February, indicating a
strengthening in India’s ma-

croeconomic fundamentals,
the Finance Ministry said. 

‘FPI out�ow pressure’
The ministry blamed the
‘steadily declining’ forex re-
serves due to ‘pressure from
out�ow of foreign portfolio
investments (FPI) respond-
ing to monetary tightening
by central banks in advanced
economies’. However, the
quantum of out�ow in April
was much lower than the
previous three months, it
pointed out. 

India’s forex reserves,
which stood at $597.7 billion
on April 29, could provide
import cover of about 11
months for �nancing invest-
ment and consumption in
the country. “Given the ris-
ing levels of pro�tability and
strengthening balance
sheets of the corporate sec-

tor, FPI in�ows are expected
to return to positive territo-
ry,” the ministry said. 

Noting that imported in-
�ation, especially higher glo-
bal prices for crude and edi-
ble oil would now
signi�cantly impact India’s
in�ation outlook, the minis-
try said that government
measures to keep the prices
of these commodities in
check along with the recent
increase in policy rates by
the RBI were expected to
temper in�ationary pres-
sures in the economy. 

“If global in�ation does
not su�ciently decline des-
pite aggressive monetary
tightening... it points at the
persistence of supply-de-
mand imbalances that only
coordinated actions of world
leaders can resolve,” the mi-
nistry concluded.

‘GDP growth to be almost 8% this �scal’
Budget’s capex-driven �scal path to help economy weather in�ationary headwinds: Finance Ministry
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI 

Stronger core: ‘A narrowing in spreads between U.S. 10-year
treasury and 10-year G-Sec yields augurs well’. * REUTERS
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India’s industrial output
grew by 1.9% in March, only
marginally higher than the
1.7% growth recorded in Fe-
bruary, with manufacturing
growth staying weak at just
0.9%, just a tad better than
the 0.8% recorded in the
preceding month. 

This is the �fth month in
a row that the Index of In-
dustrial Production growth
has been lower than 2%.
Electricity generation and
mining output grew 6.1%
and 4.5%, respectively.

On a sequential basis, ho-
wever, industrial produc-
tion was up 12.5% in March
from the February 2022 le-
vels, as per quick estimates
released by the National Sta-
tistical O�ce. While prim-
ary and consumer goods’
production rose month-on-
month, this was largely o�-
set by a dip in the expansion
rates of capital, infrastruc-
ture and intermediate
goods, noted ICRA chief
economist Aditi Nayar.

Production of consumer
durables continued to
shrink for the sixth month
in a row, contracting 3.2% in
March, while consumer
non-durables’ output fell for
the third consecutive
month, dropping 5%. Infras-
tructure and construction
goods reported a healthy
7.3% uptick, and primary
goods also rose 5.7%. Capital
goods and intermediate
goods, however, grew only
0.7% and 0.6%, respectively.
This was the slowest pace of
growth for capital goods in
three months.

“The capital goods num-
bers are disappointing,”
said Madan Sabnavis, Bank
of Baroda chief economist.
“Clearly, the investment cy-
cle has not yet taken o� and
will be deferred again due to
the war situation and uncer-
tainty,” he added. The per-

sistent decline in consumer
durables and non-durables
re�ects the absence of a
pick-up in consumption,
and hopes of a recovery are
thin as rising prices will
push back consumption
further, he pointed out. 

CARE Ratings chief eco-
nomist Rajani Sinha said,
“Industrial output trends re-
mained lacklustre; manu-
facturing, with the biggest
share in industrial growth,
has remained weak”.

‘Consumption must rise’
“For India’s economy to re-
cover, it is very critical for
consumption expenditure
to start improving, which in
turn will help improve ca-
pacity utilisation levels and
start the private investment
cycle,” she said, while not-
ing that higher in�ation will
dampen spending further.

Ms. Nayar said the out-
look for the coming months
was not too bright thanks to
the surge in global commod-
ity prices. “Protracted ten-
sions could also impact cor-
porate pro�ts and dampen
the investment climate, im-
pacting the output of capital
goods and infra/construc-
tion goods. 

“Besides, the supply
chain implications of conti-
nued lockdowns in China
along with the geopolitical
tensions will continue to im-
part downside risks for out-
put of sectors... dependent
on key raw materials provid-
ed by Russia, Ukraine or
China,” she warned.

India’s industrial output
expanded 1.9% in March 
Pace stayed below 2% for a �fth month
Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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In�ation faced by Indian
consumers raced to an al-
most eight-year high of 7.8%
in April, from 6.95% in
March, with rural in�ation
accelerating to 8.4%, and ur-
ban shoppers experiencing
an almost 1 percentage point
month-on-month quicken-
ing at 7.1%, data released by
the National Statistical O�ce
on Thursday show. 

Food costs led the surge
with in�ation measured by
the Consumer Food Price In-
dex (CFPI) jumping to a 17-
month high of 8.4% from
March’s 7.7%. Food prices
rose at a faster clip of 8.5% in
rural India. 

This is the fourth month
in a row that retail in�ation
has remained above 6%,
which is the upper tolerance
threshold for in�ation under
the monetary policy frame-
work. Economists said the
sharp acceleration in retail
in�ation explained the cen-
tral bank’s rush to raise inter-
est rates in an o�-cycle meet-
ing last week, adding that the
move was likely to be backed
by another rate increase in

the coming policy review
next month. 

Crude price surge
“Driven by continued global
crude price upsurge which
impacts food, fuel and light,
and transport and communi-
cation prices in the CPI bas-
ket, India’s April 2022 CPI in-
�ation turned out to be a
95-month high of 7.8%,” not-
ed EY India chief policy advi-
sor D.K. Srivastava. 

“It was way back in May
2014 that CPI in�ation was at
8.3%,” Mr. Srivastava
recalled.

Rural in�ation was also at
an eight-year high, while sev-
eral items reported the high-
est levels in a long time, In-
dia Ratings economists Sunil
Kumar Sinha and Paras Jas-
rai wrote in a note. This in-
cluded miscellaneous goods
and services (at a 115-month
high at 8.03%) and educa-
tion, which was at a 23-
month high. In�ation in
health services was turning
structural, staying above 6%
for 16 months now, they
pointed out.

Retail in�ation quickens to an
almost eight-year high at 7.8% 
April CPI in�ation spurred by higher fuel, food costs with CFPI racing at 8.4% 
Vikas Dhoot
New Delhi
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as the cause for shortages in
the country.

Transport and Communi-
cation in�ation, which re-
�ects automobile fuel pric-
es, raced to 10.9%, surging
by almost 300 basis points
from the preceding month’s
8% reading.

The government may
consider using the addition-
al �scal capacity re�ected in
higher GST collections in
April and the 49% uptick re-
gistered in direct tax collec-
tions in 2021-22, to reduce
central excise duty rates on
petroleum products with a
view to containing in�ation,
Mr. Srivastava suggested.
There had to be some reduc-
tion in taxes and duties by
the government to cool
price pressures, echoed Mr.
Sabnavis.

In�ation in food and bever-
ages, which has a 46%
weight in the overall Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI),
sped up to 8.1% in April,
from 7.47% in March, led
primarily by a quickening in
vegetables in�ation to 15.4%
from March’s 11.6%. 

The pace of price rise in
oil and fats eased marginally
to 17.3%, from 18.8% in
March. Meat and �sh in�a-
tion also cooled a bit to
about 7% in April from
9.63% in the previous
month.

Food in�ation at 8.4%
was signi�cant as in�ation
in cereals was high because
of higher wheat prices, said
Bank of Baroda chief econo-
mist Madan Sabnavis, point-
ing to the increased diver-
sion of the grain for exports

Retail in�ation at almost
eight-year high at 7.8%
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The rupee plunged to a fresh
low in less than a week on
Thursday, as elevated crude
oil prices and quickening in-
�ation spurred concern over
the outlook for the currency.

The rupee fell to a new
low of 77.63 against the U.S.
dollar in intraday trade be-
fore recovering slightly to
close at 77.50. The previous
lowest close was 77.44 re-
ported on May 9. 

“Compared to May 9, to-
day’s closing was the record
low,” said Sugandha Sachde-
va, vice-president - Com-
modity and Currency Re-
search, Religare Broking Ltd.
A slew of factors had con-
spired to push the domestic

currency on a downward
trajectory, she added.

Elevated crude prices,
global uncertainty amid the
war in Ukraine, mounting in-
�ation and prospects of an
aggressive monetary tight-
ening path by the U.S. Fed
have been major headwinds
for the domestic currency.

Also, “relentless foreign
fund out�ows from equities
and the greenback climbing
to a two-decade high have al-
so been key catalysts behind
the recent slump in the... ex-
change rate,” she said. 

The rupee is expected to
trade in the 76.80-78.50
range in the near-to-medium
term, she added.

Stock indices too saw a
sell-o� on Thursday for the
fourth consecutive day, led
by banking and �nancial
stocks. The S&P BSE Sensex
fell 1,158 points, or 2.14%, to
52,930.31. Stocks that slid
the most were IndusInd
Bank (5.82%) and Tata Steel
(4.13%). The NSE Nifty too
declined 359.10 points, or
2.22%, to 15,808.

Rupee hits second record low
in a week, Sensex declines 2.1% 
‘Oil prices, the war, U.S. Fed tightening driving sentiment’
Special Correspondent
Mumbai
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Scientists from the Event Ho-
rizon Telescope (EHT) facili-
ty, at press conferences held
simultaneously at several
centres around the world on
Thursday, revealed the �rst
image of the black hole at the
centre of the Milky Way. The
image of Sagittarius A*
(SgrA*) gave further support
to the idea that the compact
object at the centre of our ga-
laxy is indeed a black hole,
strengthening Einstein’s gen-
eral theory of relativity.

In 2019, the Event Hori-
zon Telescope facility, a col-
laboration of over 300 re-

searchers, made history by
releasing the �rst-ever image
of a black hole, M87* — the
black hole at the centre of a
galaxy Messier 87, which is a
supergiant elliptic galaxy.

The ring-shaped image of
SgrA*, which looked a lot si-
milar to the one of M87*, oc-
cupied 52 microarcseconds
in the �eld of view, which is
as big a span of our view as a
doughnut on the moon. 

The whole exercise was
possible because of the enor-
mous power of the Event Ho-
rizon Telescope, an ensem-
ble of several telescopes
around the world, which to-
gether were like a giant eye
on the earth with a sight that
is 3 million times sharper
than the human eye. Sagitta-
rius A* is 27,000 light years
from us.

At the press conference,

the researchers said that
imaging Sagittarius A*
(SgrA*) was much more di�-
cult than imaging M87* for
the following reasons: �rst,
SgrA* is only one-thousandth
the size of M87*; second, the
line of sight is obscured by a
lot of matter; and as SgrA* is
much smaller than M87*, the
gas swirling around it takes
only minutes to complete an
orbit around SgrA* as op-
posed to taking weeks to go
around M87*. The last gives a
variability that makes it di�-
cult to image. A clear imag-
ing requires long exposure of
eight to 10 hours, where
ideally the object should not

change much.
In this relation, Venka-

tessh Ramakrishnan, a post-
doctoral researcher at Aalto
University Metsahovi Radio
Observatory, a member of
the calibration and imaging
team, says, “Since the phys-
ics of plasma �ows around
SgrA* changes on an hourly
time-scale, getting a cohe-
rent image with all relevant
information from photons
corresponding to one orbit is
di�cult. This requires high-
er sensitive observations,
which comes with the addi-
tion of telescopes to the EHT
and with advanced image re-
construction algorithms.” 

Event Horizon reveals true colours of SgrA*
Telescope, a collaboration of 300 researchers, captured image of black hole at the centre of the Milky Way

Rare snap: This is the �rst
image of the ring-shaped
Sagittarius A*. * REUTERS

Shubashree Desikan
Chennai
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The 12th meeting of Interpol’s
Match-Fixing Task Force
(IMFTF), in which the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
was one of the participants,
concluded on Thursday with
a call for harmonised global
e�orts to curb competition
manipulation. 

The participants dis-
cussed the emerging uses of
technology, big data and so-
cial media given that crimi-
nal syndicates were increas-
ingly operating across
betting and sports markets. 

“They also acknowledged
that match-�xers are still ve-
ry much relying on tried and

true methods of manipula-
tion, such as targeting the
entourage of athletes and
grooming young players,
pointing to a continued need
for education,” the Interpol
said in a statement.

Institutional gaps
At the event, the members
deliberated on various me-
chanisms to improve intelli-
gence sharing and plug legis-
lative and institutional gaps
through methods “such as
the establishment of nation-
al platforms, as outlined in
the Macolin Convention,
that centralise and analyse
information on irregular and
suspicious trends”.

The Council of Europe
Convention on the Manipu-
lation of Sports Competi-
tions, known as the Macolin
Convention, is a multilateral
treaty aimed at checking
match-�xing. It came into
force on September 1, 2019. 

“The three-day (May 10-
12) meeting brought together
integrity and intelligence
specialists from some 50
countries, representing law
enforcement, public authori-
ties, sports federations, anti-
doping organisations and
betting monitoring servic-
es,” said the Interpol, adding
that it was the �rst major
event held under the banner
of its newly created Finan-

cial Crime and Anti-Corrup-
tion Centre.

The Interpol gave an over-
view of the speci�c tools
available to law enforcement
agencies regarding data col-
lection on sport corruption
and �nancial crimes analy-
sis. “A number of countries
presented recently issued In-
terpol Purple Notices provid-
ing information on the mo-
dus operandi linked to social
media, identity theft, ghost
and fake matches,” it said.

Closed-door session
The meeting included a
closed-door session to share
case studies, discuss emerg-
ing match-�xing tactics and

plan multi/bilateral meet-
ings for coordination with
respect to active internation-
al cases. 

“Exchanges revealed that
while betting intelligence re-
mained important to investi-
gations, other sources of in-
telligence also needed to be
exploited. For example, alth-
ough doping has traditional-
ly been viewed through a
drug-enforcement lens, par-
ticipants heard that positive
doping tests and alerts could
be a valuable source of intel-
ligence for integrity investi-
gations, notably on the cri-
minal organisations behind
competition manipulation,”
said the Interpol.

Calls for global e�orts to curb match-�xing
CBI participates in Interpol’s Task Force meeting; ways to improve intelligence sharing discussed
Devesh K Pandey
NEW DELHI 
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Army chief General Manoj
Pande on Thursday re-
viewed the operational pre-
paredness on the ground in
Ladakh, during his three-day
visit, as the stand-o� with
China continues in eastern
Ladakh. 

This is Gen. Pande’s �rst
forward area visit since tak-
ing over as the 29th Army
chief on April 30.

“The Army chief was
briefed on the security situa-
tion along the borders with
special focus on eastern La-
dakh. The high level of oper-
ational readiness being
maintained by the forces
while maintaining a high
tempo of capability develop-
ment was highlighted,” the

Army said in a statement.
Accompanied by the Gen-

eral O�cer Commanding-in-
Chief of the Northern Com-
mand, Lt. Gen. Upendra
Dwivedi, and 14 Corps Com-
mander Lt. Gen. A. Sengup-
ta, Gen. Pande called on

Lieutenant-Governor of La-
dakh R.K. Mathur. “This was
followed by a detailed dis-
cussion on issues related to
civil-military cooperation
and the role of the Army in
developmental activities in
the Union Territory of La-

dakh,” the Army added.
Gen. Pande was also given

demonstrations on the tech-
nology inductions, including
drones, all-terrain vehicles
and small arms, that were
undertaken in the region in
the past couple of years.

To interact with troops
During his visit, the Army
chief will visit forward areas
in eastern Ladakh and inte-
ract with troops deployed
along the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) in the most di�-
cult and inhospitable terrain
in the world, the Army state-
ment added. 

In an interaction earlier
this week, Gen. Pande said
the basic issue with China re-
mained resolution of the
border.

Gen. Pande reviews situation in Ladakh 
In �rst forward area visit since taking charge, Army chief calls on L-G

Vital visit: General Manoj Pande with Lieutenant-Governor of
Ladakh R.K. Mathur on Thursday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI
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U.S. President Joe Biden will
host leaders and top o�cials
of the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN)
in Washington DC on Thurs-
day and Friday, as the U.S.
remains focussed on the
Russia-Ukraine war and
grapples with China’s in-
�uence in the Paci�c. The
ASEAN “special summit”
was postponed from the end
of March and comes days be-
fore Mr. Biden’s �rst trip to
Asia as President.

ASEAN member country
Myanmar, whose junta over-
threw the government in a
coup on February 1 last year,
will not be represented at
the summit. 

The U.S. had wanted a
‘non-political’ representa-
tive of Myanmar to attend
the meetings. There will be
an “empty chair” at the sum-
mit to re�ect the leaders’
“dissatisfaction with what’s
taken place” in the country,
a senior U.S. administration
o�cial, who did not want to
be named, told reporters on
a brie�ng call on Wednes-
day. 

ASEAN’s ‘Five Point Con-
sensus’ to end the turmoil in
Myanmar has not pro-
gressed since it was released
in April last year. In addition
to discussing Myanmar,
leaders are also expected to
discuss Ukraine as well as re-
gional issues. 

The members of ASEAN
are Brunei, Cambodia, Indo-
nesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myan-
mar, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Vietnam.

With the administration
of former U.S. President Do-
nald Trump pulling the U.S.
out of what was then called
the Trans-Paci�c Partner-
ship (TPP, now called the
Comprehensive and Pro-
gressive Agreement for the

TPP, or CPTPP) and the U.S.
not joining the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) trade
agreement, of which China
is a part, Washington ceded
ground to Beijing in the
ASEAN region, especially as
far as economics is
concerned. 

“…Clearly, the Indo-Pacif-
ic is a broad region, and too
often we speak a lot about
Southeast Asia, Northeast
Asia, and India. But it’s
equally important to focus
on the Paci�c, and you will
be seeing indications of that
going forward,” the o�cial
told reporters on
Wednesday.

Economic plan
Mr. Biden is expected to dis-
cuss his administration’s
economic plan for the re-
gion — the Indo Paci�c Eco-
nomic Framework (IPEF) —
during this week’s summit.

The framework — which
will structure cooperation
across several pillars from
infrastructure and supply
chains to taxation — is likely
to be formally unveiled dur-
ing Mr. Biden’s visit to Asia
later in May.

The President will travel
to South Korea for bilateral
talks with new South Korean
President Yoon Suk-yeol and
then on to Japan for a Quad

leaders’ summit with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Ja-
panese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida and Australian
Prime Minister Scott
Morrison.

Mr. Modi is considering
India’s participation in the
IPEF, Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman had said
during her visit to Washing-
ton DC in April.

During their visit to Wash-
ington, ASEAN representa-
tives will meet U.S. House of
Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and members
of both parties for a working
lunch.

They will also have meet-
ings on Thursday with busi-
ness leaders — and be joined
by U.S. o�cials, including
Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo and U.S Trade Re-
presentative Katherine Tai —
to discuss challenges, such
as those related to technolo-
gy, post-COVID-19 recovery,
energy and climate, the ad-
ministration o�cial said on
Wednesday.

Mr. Biden will also have
“quick, private time” with
each of the leaders, apart
from hosting a dinner for
them as a group, the o�cial
said.

Vice-President Kamala
Harris and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken will also
hold meetings with o�cials .

Seeking to counter China,
Biden hosts ASEAN leaders 
Military-ruled Myanmar will not be represented at the meet
Sriram Lakshman
Washington 

Making presence felt: A �le photo of U.S. President Joe Biden
participating virtually in the ASEAN summit in 2021. * REUTERS
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At a time when Punjab Police
is probing the projectile at-
tack at the headquarters of
its intelligence wing in Moha-
li, radical Sikh leader and
chief of Shiromani Akali Dal
(Amritsar) Simranjit Singh
Mann has raised the ‘Khalis-
tan’ bogey yet again.

Mr. Mann has urged the
Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee (SGPC) –
the body responsible for the
management of gurdwaras,
to support the pro-Khalistan
resolution, which he claimed
was unanimously passed in
1946 by the SGPC.

Mr. Mann raised the issue
surrounding ‘Khalistan’ at a
meeting convened by the
SGPC on Wednesday at its
headquarters Teja Singh Sa-
mundri Hall in Amritsar, for
deliberating the release of

Sikh prisoners.
Mr. Mann assured cooper-

ation in the “Panthic” [Sikh]
interests, adding that the
meeting held after a long
time is historic in itself,
which will de�nitely yield
good results.

Khalistan resolution
He said in 1946, the SGPC had
passed a resolution wanting

Khalistan. “Our ancestors
had in this hall passed a reso-
lution on Khalistan. I don’t
want to speak much. I want
the SGPC to support that re-
solution. We should have so-
mething in our hand if we
have to ask something from
the regime. The SGPC should
again raise the 1946 resolu-
tion on Khalistan and make it
our programme,” said Mr.

Mann, a two-time Member of
Parliament. 

At the SGPC meeting,
apart from calling for a unit-
ed struggle for the release of
Sikh prisoners, three impor-
tant resolutions were unani-
mously passed, including
forming a joint committee,
meeting the country’s Presi-
dent, Prime Minister, Home
Minister and Chief Ministers
and Governors of di�erent
States. It was also resolved to
appeal to all the Sikh Mem-
bers of Parliament irrespec-
tive of their political a�lia-
tion to raise their voice for
the Sikh prisoners in both
Houses of Parliament.

SGPC president Harjinder
Singh said that although dif-
ferent representative bodies
of the Sikh Panth are making
e�orts for the release of Sikh
prisoners, joint e�orts will be
carried forward now under

the leadership of Sri Akal
Takht – the highest Sikh tem-
poral seat.

As Punjab Police on Thurs-
day continued to conduct
raids across the State and sus-
pects were being rounded up
for questioning in the projec-
tile attack case, the timing of
Mr. Mann’s statement is seen
as critical. The police has not
ruled out terror angle in the
attack. Punjab Director Gen-
eral of Police V.K. Bhawra
had said that the explosives
used appeared to be Trinitro-
toluene (TNT). The police
had also recovered the
launcher.

AAP criticism
The ruling Aam Aadmi Party
has already come under sev-
ere criticism from the politi-
cal parties as the incident is
being seen as a major intelli-
gence failure. Punjab has

seen an era of militancy from
mid-1980s to mid-1990s.

Others who addressed the
meeting included Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management Com-
mittee (DSGMC) president
Harmeet Singh Kalka, former
DSGMC president Paramjit
Singh Sarna, Manjit Singh
G.K., Jathedar Baljit Singh Da-
duwal, Baba Naurang Singh
from Tarna Dal, Baba Man-
mohan Singh Barn from
Buddha Dal, Surinder Singh
Kishanpura from Kendri Sri
Guru Singh Sabha, Sarabjit
Singh Chhina from Chief
Khalsa Diwan, Bibi Kamal-
deep Kaur – sister of Balwant
Singh Rajoana (convicted for
the assassination of the then
Punjab Chief Minister Beant
Singh). Shiromani Akali Dal
president Sukhbir Singh Ba-
dal and SGPC president Har-
jinder Singh were also
present.

SGPC urged to support pro-Khalistan resolution 
Committee meeting comes at a critical time when probe into attack on Punjab Police intelligence wing in Mohali is on 
Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Police personnel on guard after a blast outside the Punjab
Police’s intelligence department o�ce in Mohali. * FILE PHOTO 
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In spring, Mithu Gogoi from
Titabor in Jorhat, Assam, has
some 40 visitors at home ev-
ery day. During the Bihu sea-
son last month, there were
days when he and his wife,
Bonti Gogoi, hosted up to
400 a day.

These visitors are not his
friends or relatives. They are
strangers — tourists and stu-
dents — who want to see his

personal orchid collection.
Spread over less than one
acre, this garden, which is
set in his family home,
blooms with a staggering
9,000 orchid plants, and is
open to all at no cost. In
April, when they are in full
bloom, the space is especial-
ly pretty: you may have seen
it captured on camera by

enamoured Instagrammers
by now.

“Most of them are res-
cued from forest �res due to
jhum cultivation or from
trees that were axed for road
widening,” Mr. Gogoi says.
“The forests of upper Assam
have beautiful wild orchids
that are fast disappearing
due to deforestation.
Around 90% of Assam’s or-
chids have disappeared. I
wanted to save them for fu-
ture generations; otherwise,
they will only see them in
photos.”

Legal blooms
As a farmer, Mr. Gogoi takes
pride in being able to grow
this breed aplenty in his
home garden. Orchids usual-
ly grow wild and it is illegal
to grow some varieties at
home, as per the Biodiversi-
ty Act, 2002, because they
are categorised as an endan-

gered species. Hence, he has
ensured that his collection
consists of only legal
blooms. 

His personal collection –
which bursts with shades of
yellow, pink, purple, white
and orange – includes a

number of Foxtail orchids or
Kopou phool (Rhynchostlis
retusa), the State �ower of
Assam. He also has orchid
breeds such as Rhynchostlis
retusa white, Dendrobium
litui�orum yellow, Vanda
ampullacea, to name a few. 

He grows orchids in �ow-
er pots, tree barks and on A-
grade wood (a soft variety
that does not rot and is resis-
tant to termites). Orchids
need a moist climate for the
roots to grow. Caring for
them is like nurturing a child

he says; one has to devote
close to two hours every day
watering, pruning and
checking the condition and
growth of roots.

Now a renowned orchid
conservationist, Mr. Gogoi
began his tryst with the �ow-

ers when his family’s land
was cleared for a tea planta-
tion in 2007. As the trees
were felled, he carefully col-
lected the orchids and
brought them home, setting
up an environment they
could thrive in. “I became
obsessed with them,” he
says. 

“When I travelled around
northeast India, I also start-
ed to learn about orchids. I
am part of the Orchid Pro-
tection Society in Jorhat, a
47-member society.” 

So far, the society has
been able to rescue more
than 100 plants by network-
ing with orchids research
centres from di�erent States
of the northeast, he says, ad-
ding, “We rescue roadside
plants, put some back in
their natural habitat and
plant some at home so that
the breed — no matter how
common — survives.”

A one-man rescue mission for wild orchids in Assam
After years of rescuing wild orchids from �res and deforestation, Mithu Gogoi has a garden where 9,000 burst into bloom every spring 

Mithu Gogoi with orchids at
his garden at Titabor in
Jorhat. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Prabalika M. Borah

SPECIAL



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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