


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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For 30 days in Sri Lanka’s own
‘Gota go gama’, a space
carved out by protesters in

front of the Presidential Secreta-
riat, Sri Lankans responded to a vi-
sion of an alternative Sri Lanka —
one that was democratic, non-vio-
lent, inclusive and creative; where
youth would �nd a special place
and where fear no longer would be
the governing principle. Music,
theatre and traditional rituals
�lled the space along with political
chants and slogans. People from
every community sought refuge at
‘Gota go gama’ from the daily
hardship of living, irrespective of
class, religion, gender or ethnicity.

Aggression has seeped in
Then came May 9 and government
thugs attacked and brutally des-
troyed that sacred space and in-
jured so many. That spirit of vio-
lence has now seeped into the
protest movement itself and is also
exploited by angry people at the
local level. As protesters confront-
ed their Jacobin streak, govern-
ment supporters were beaten, hu-
miliated and the houses of
government ministers burnt to the
ground. Vigilantes roamed the
streets while the police and secur-
ity forces seemed surprisingly in-
di�erent. Many of the private pro-
perties of the Rajapaksas were
completely destroyed. On May 11,
the government began to enforce
the Emergency more purposely,
deterring anti-government vigi-
lantes, telling those who were re-
building ‘Gota go Gama’ that they
had to go home and that the cur-
few would be strictly enforced.
Whether this is a temporary mea-
sure during curfew or whether
this entails a more decisive role for
the military remains to be seen.
The situation remains tense and
volatile.

Before May 9, Sri Lanka was wit-
nessing a larger social movement
in the making. It was youth-led but

involved a large cross-section of
the people. For over a year, young
people in di�erent spaces seemed
to be organising things through so-
cial media. Sceptics dismissed
their mobilisation as peripheral.
No one writing in the mainstream
could imagine any real threat to
the Rajapaksa power and authori-
ty. Strongman authoritarianism
still remained the ideology of pol-
itical elites. All this changed with
the novel coronavirus pandemic
and the massive economic crisis
accentuated by man-made folly in
particular economic decisions that
were taken. The remoteness and
the lack of communication by the
government, whose members
continued with their conspicuous
consumption, rankled the popula-
tion. Foreign exchange shortages
and a debt crisis combined to com-
pletely disrupt the lives of average
citizens. Confronted by fuel and
gas shortages, the lack of food
availability and the spiralling cost
of living, a desperate population
turned to its youth to express its
anger and frustration.

A forum and its vision
Youth mobilisation had several
components united by anger
against the Rajapaksa regime.
Young social activists had been or-
ganising things over the last year
for a new political culture. In-
spired by the Occupy Wall Street
movement, Black Lives Matter, the
Arab Spring, the Indian farmers’
movement and Shaheen Bagh,
they created an enclave for an al-
ternative vision of Sri Lanka. The
emphasis was on non-violence,
democracy, ethnic harmony and
creative expression. Large crowds
and leading celebrities �ocked
each evening to ‘Gota go Gama’ to
express their solidarity. The secur-
ity forces stepped back. Fear had
been broken.

These young activists were then
joined by all-island student and
academic unions. There was a bit
of unease when this occurred,
since some of the groups had a vio-
lent history, but for 30 days they
joined in and extended their ful
support to the peaceful protest.
Trade unions, the environmental
movement, professional associa-
tions, and civil society groups

from women’s groups to Rotary
Clubs and religious leaders of all
faiths including leading Buddhist
monks, also made their way to the
village. Democracy, ethnic harmo-
ny, corruption and the arbitrary
alienation of assets seemed to be
the major themes.

Perhaps the foremost group of
heroes were the young lawyers. If
any protester is arrested or man-
handled, hundreds go to court to
be present during the hearing and
give the court some courage to
stand up to the authorities. This
created a safety net for the move-
ment. Lawyers also mingled with
the protesters and intervened if
there was any tension or di�culty.

Every day the protesters held
out the possibility of a united Sri
Lanka and most observers at the
site before May 9 described the
scene to be vibrant and exhilarat-
ing. And, yet, the very broad-
based nature of the movement
made it clear that di�erences and
tensions were also very much a
part of the mobilisation. The na-
tionalist, violent underbelly of Sri
Lanka also came to the fore with
the presence of some of the parti-
cipants. Their active vigilantism
remains a major concern. Only the
active intervention of religious �-
gures, civil society leaders and the
legal profession has stopped vio-
lence in certain places.

A place for Tamil culture
One of the main questions that has
been raised is why the north and
the east have not participated as
fully in these protests as expected.
The Tamil nationalist narrative is
basically to ask “Where were you
when we went through dire eco-
nomic consequences during the
war?” and statements arguing that
Tamil issues were not being ad-

dressed. What the protests have
done has been to celebrate the Ta-
mil culture and language as never
before in a Sri Lankan gathering;
but there is no discussion of devo-
lution or a Tamil nation. There is
also deference to the rank and �le
of the army — perhaps as a strateg-
ic move — that rankles many Tamil
commentators. But despite this
nationalist reticence, Tamils have
participated at the local level and
were very much a part of the har-
tals that have taken place through-
out the island. Many from the Ja�-
na University Students Union and
women from the north and the
east have also come to ‘Gota go Ga-
ma’ and been quite active in their
participation. On Thursday, lead-
ing northern civil society activists
penned a letter in support of the
protesters who had been a�ected
by the violence on Monday.

At the political level
So where do we go from here? Un-
til Thursday it was clear with the
inde�nite strikes called by all the
major trade unions and the enor-
mous uprising taking place that
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
must follow his brother (the form-
er Prime Minister) and leave o�ce
for the sake of the country — that
there will be no stability unless
that happens. On Thursday, Ranil
Wickremesinghe was sworn in as
Prime Minister. For stability it is
important that the new Prime Mi-
nister command not only the con-
�dence of Parliament but also the
con�dence of the protesters as
well. It is still uncertain whether
Mr. Wickremesinghe is such a per-
son though his knowledge of �-
nance and economics is welcomed
by some stakeholders.

Prime Minister Mahinda Raja-
paksa agreed to resign in favour of
a national unity government. The
lead Opposition party and the Ja-
natha Vimukthi Peramuna ( JVP)
have insisted on the implementa-
tion of the proposals presented by
the Bar Association in Sri Lanka.
This would include a return to the
19th Amendment, especially its
provisions on the independent
judiciary and independent com-
missions, the abolishing of the ex-
ecutive presidency through a 21st
Amendment, and the setting up of

the economic framework for Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) ne-
gotiations. After that, a general
election is to be held within six
months. The President, in his re-
cent address, also committed him-
self to some of these demands.
With the government Members of
Parliament so divided and the Op-
position �uid in its loyalties, many
worry that nothing will come to
pass without constant pressure
from the protesters and society in
general.

If President Rajapaksa does not
resign, it is still unclear whether
the public, for the sake of stability,
would accept a Wickremesinghe-
Gotabaya Rajapaksa combination.
It is the kind of “deal” that the
protesters have abhorred and
highlighted. It is more likely that
the unrest and turmoil in Sri Lan-
ka will persist until President Raja-
paksa leaves. He would be ruling
with a very unpopular Parliament
and if turmoil gets out of hand, Sri
Lanka may be faced with the
Myanmar option — an option that
the commander of the army has
vehemently denied. There have
been cases of security force ex-
cesses, but for the most part, there
has been a striking indi�erence.
Many who are at the protest sites
say that many members of the se-
curity forces appear to support
their struggle. There will be strong
resistance if the Myanmar option
is considered and it is unlikely that
the rank and �le of the security
forces will support such an opera-
tion against their own
communities.

Meanwhile, the IMF has sig-
nalled that it will go ahead with its
negotiations since there seems to
be an all-party consensus for that
to happen. The future of Sri Lanka
is volatile and uncertain, being on
the verge of economic collapse,
but there is an undercurrent of
hope. The active engagement of
individuals, organisations and civil
society in keeping people accoun-
table for good governance is a
movement that appears unlikely
to go away.

Radhika Coomaraswamy is Chairperson,
International Centre for Ethnic Studies,
Sri Lanka

The kernel of Sri Lanka’s waterfront protests 
The future of Sri Lanka is volatile and uncertain but there is an undercurrent of hope being sustained by the people 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Nepal counter-
part, Sher Bahadur Deuba,
will focus on connectivity
and electricity projects dur-
ing their bilateral talks on
Monday, when Mr. Modi tra-
vels to Lumbini to attend
Buddha Purnima celebra-
tions. 

Giving details of Mr. Mo-
di’s visit to Nepal, which will
span only a few hours, Fo-
reign Secretary Vinay Kwa-
tra on Friday said it was sig-
ni�cant that the bilateral
meeting was taking place
just a month after Mr. Deuba
visited India in April. 

“In their bilateral talks,
the two Prime Ministers will
pick up from where they left
o� in Delhi just last month
and will build on their pro-
ductive conversations in Del-
hi with a view to further ex-
panding our shared under-
standing and cooperation in
multiple areas, including in
hydropower, development,
partnership and connectivi-
ty,” he said. The leaders are
expected to sign some agree-
ments after the meeting,
although o�cials said they
were still being �nalised. 

This is the �rst visit to Ne-
pal by Mr. Modi since the Ka-

lapani-Susta dispute broke
out between the two coun-
tries in 2020, and Nepal
amended its Constitution to
incorporate a new map
showing parts of India in its
territory. 

Asked whether the issue
would be discussed by the
two leaders, Mr. Kwatra said
boundary issues would be
discussed by established bi-
lateral mechanisms, which,
he said, were the “best way
forward in discussing those
issues, discussing in a res-
ponsible manner without
politicisation of the [border]
issues”. 

However, the Foreign Se-
cretary sidestepped a ques-
tion about Nepali media re-
ports that suggest that Mr.
Modi would be �ying to

Lumbini by helicopter from
Kushinagar in Uttar Pradesh
rather than �ying directly
due to the fact that the Gau-
tam Buddha airport in Lum-
bini, which will be inaugu-
rated by Mr. Deuba on
Monday, has been built by a
Chinese infrastructure com-
pany. According to the Kath-
mandu Post, a high-level
Chinese delegation is ex-
pected to attend the inaugu-
ration of the airport at Bhai-
rahawa, about 10 kilometres
from the Lumbini complex,
and the Indian delegation
sought to avoid the event. 

“I don’t think it’s correct
for me or for anybody else to
comment on those issues,
because those involve many
parameters, including secur-
ity,” Mr. Kwatra said. 

Modi, Deuba to continue talks
on hydropower, connectivity 
Indian PM to travel to Lumbini in Nepal next week 
Suhasini Haidar
New Delhi

This is the �rst visit to Nepal by Narendra Modi since the
Kalapani-Susta dispute broke outin 2020. * FILE PHOTO
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Sri Lanka’s newly appointed
Prime Minister Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, who has vowed to
“deliver solutions” to the is-
land’s deepening economic
crisis, kicked o� duties on
Friday, discussing formation
of a “foreign aid consortium”
with Colombo-based envoys,
his o�ce said.  

His outreach came a day
after he was sworn in as Pre-
mier by President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, in place of Mahin-
da Rajapaksa, who resigned
earlier this week in the wake
of attacks carried out by his
supporters on anti-govern-
ment protesters.  For
months now, scores of citi-
zens groups, youth, profes-
sionals and artistes have
been agitating with the de-
mand that President Raja-
paksa step down over the
crippling economic cri-
sis.  The attacks triggered
violent retaliations, prompt-
ing authorities to impose a

police curfew, as home-
bound citizens further strug-
gle to access essentials in-
cluding food, fuel, medicines
and cooking gas amid acute
shortages.

Indian envoy Gopal Ba-
glay was among the �rst to
meet Mr. Wickremesinghe
shortly after he assumed
charge on Friday morning.

“High Commissioner called
on Hon’ble PM [Ranil Wick-
remesinghe] @RW_UNP.
Conveyed greetings and
good wishes. Discussed con-
tinued cooperation for eco-
nomic recovery and stability
in #SriLanka through demo-
cratic processes towards the
well being of all the people
of Sri Lanka,” the Indian mis-

sion said in a tweet. India has
extended assistance totalling
$3.5 billion this year to help
Sri Lanka cope with its sev-
ere dollar crunch.  Mr. Wick-
remesinghe has taken up a
tough job at a time when the
country’s reserves are
dangerously low. Former Fi-
nance Minister Ali Sabry —
the Cabinet ceased to exist
after Mr. Mahinda’s resigna-
tion — recently told Parlia-
ment that Sri Lanka’s foreign
reserves stood at $50 mil-
lion, barely enough to ser-
vice a week’s imports.  Co-
lombo has pinned its hopes
on IMF assistance but is look-
ing for bridge �nancing get
past the next few months.  

Sixth term 
The new PM, who is in o�ce
for the sixth time, also met
the Ambassadors of China,
the U.S., Japan, and the Brit-
ish High Commissioner.
“The Chinese Ambassador,
when meeting Prime Minis-
ter Wickremesinghe, ex-

pressed his country’s willing-
ness to continue to support
Sri Lanka while also pledging
to review existing assistance
provided to the country,” his
o�ce said in a statement. 

Politically, Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe has few backers
other than the ruling Sri Lan-
ka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP or People’s Front) at
the moment. Opposition
parties have said they will
not be part of a government
led by him and Mr. Gota-
baya, while government al-
lies seem hesitant to take up
ministerial positions. 

The new Prime Minister
has no parliamentary col-
leagues from the United Na-
tional Party he leads as he is
its sole legislator. It remains
to be seen if Mr. Wickrems-
inghe can prove he has the
con�dence of the House
when the Parliament con-
venes on May 17. The country
also awaits a new Cabinet
and government to run its af-
fairs at a critical time.  

Ranil vows to ‘deliver solutions’ to crisis
The new Prime Minister assumes o�ce, moots a ‘foreign aid consortium’ with Colombo-based envoys 
Meera Srinivasan
Colombo 

Renewing ties: Indian High Commissioner Gopal Baglay with
Ranil Wickremesinghe during a meeting on May 13. * PTI 
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Counterterrorism teams from
Russia, China, Pakistan and
Central Asian countries will
gather in Delhi on the wee-
kend ahead of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation’s
Regional Anti-Terror Struc-
ture (SCO-RATS) meeting
hosted by India from May 16
to 19. 

These are the �rst such o�-
cial discussions to be held in
India since the stand-o� along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) where Chinese PLA
troops transgressed in 2020,
and since the Russian inva-
sion in Ukraine this year. 

Sources said a three-mem-
ber Pakistani team will attend
the meeting in India for the
�rst time since both countries
became members. The sourc-
es added that a Chinese dele-
gation may not be able to tra-
vel to India at present,
indicating COVID-19 regula-

tions, and a team from the
Chinese Embassy would at-
tend the exercise in its place. 

While both India and Pa-
kistan have no bilateral en-
gagement at present and
have not attended other re-
gional meets such as the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) meet, they both at-
tended the Russia and China-
led SCO meet. 

Last year, an Indian team

also travelled to Pakistan to
attend the SCO-RATS exercis-
es in Pabbi. Sources said the
Pakistani delegation would
cross over at the Wagah-Atta-
ri border crossing on Satur-
day to travel to Delhi for the
counterterror meeting next
week. 

The arrival of the Pakista-
ni team will be marked par-
ticularly since it is the �rst
such visit since the swearing-
in of Pakistan Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif. It also
comes after the Pakistani Ca-
binet decided to re-sta� its
Trade Minister post at the
High Commission in Delhi.

India is expected to host
the SCO summit in 2023,
which would see leaders of
the eight-member grouping
(China, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakis-
tan, Tajikistan and Uzbekis-
tan) travelling to New Delhi. 

In October, joint anti-ter-
rorist exercises titled “Mane-
sar-Antiterror-2022” will be
held on the NSG training
campus in Manesar on the
outskirts of Delhi, and will
be followed by another joint
border operation of the SCO
member states called
“Friendship Border-2022” in
Kazakhstan later this year.
Both exercises were decided
at a meeting of SCO-RATS in
Tashkent on March 25 this
year, which was chaired by
India.

China, Russia, Pak. to attend
SCO anti-terror meet in Delhi
First such o�cial discussion in India since LAC stand-o� and Ukraine invasion 
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Fresh initiative: Indian envoy to China Pradeep Kumar Rawat
addressing a yoga session for SCO diplomats on May 10. * PTI
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In the third year of the COVID-19 pandemic, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi once again brought up the
much-discussed issue of reforming the World Health

Organization while addressing the heads of countries at
the second global COVID-19 summit. That reforms are
urgently needed to strengthen the global health body
and its ability to respond to novel and known disease
outbreaks in order to limit the harm caused to the glo-
bal community is beyond debate. The long delay and
the reluctance of China to readily and quickly share vi-
tal information regarding the novel coronavirus, includ-
ing the viral outbreak in Wuhan, and its stubborn refu-
sal to allow the global agency to investigate, freely and
fairly, the origin of the virus have highlighted the need
to strengthen WHO. But any attempt to build a stronger
WHO must �rst begin with increased mandatory fund-
ing by member states. For several years, the mandatory
contribution has accounted for less than a fourth of the
total budget, thus reducing the level of predictability in
WHO’s responses; the bulk of the funding is through vo-
luntary contribution. Importantly, it is time to provide
the agency with more powers to demand that member
states comply with the norms and to alert WHO in case
of disease outbreaks that could cause global harm. Un-
der the legally binding international health regulations,
member states are expected to have in place core ca-
pacities to identify, report and respond to public health
emergencies. Ironically, member states do not face pe-
nalties for non-compliance. This has to change for any
meaningful protection from future disease outbreaks.

While Mr. Modi has been right in calling for reforms
in WHO, the demand for a review of the health agency’s
processes on vaccine approvals is far removed from
reality. Covaxin is not the �rst vaccine from India to be
approved by WHO, and the manufacturer of this vac-
cine has in the past successfully traversed the approval
processes without any glitch. The demand for a review
of the vaccine approval process is based on the assump-
tion that the emergency use listing (EUL) of Covaxin
was intentionally delayed by the health agency, which
has no basis. That the technical advisory group had reg-
ularly asked for additional data from the company only
underscores the incompleteness of the data presented
by the company. As a senior WHO o�cial said, the time-
line for granting an EUL for a vaccine depends “99% on
manufacturers, the speed, the completeness” of the da-
ta. To believe that the agency was in�uenced more by
media reports than the data submitted by the company
is naive; the media were only critical of the Indian reg-
ulator approving the vaccine even in the absence of e�-
cacy data. Also, the rolling submission began in July
2021 after the company had completed the �nal analy-
sis of the phase-3 data. Any reform in WHO should not
dilute the vaccine approval process already in place.

Reforming WHO 
More needs to be done to enhance WHO’s

ability to respond to disease outbreaks 
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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed the Centre to
�le an a�davit responding
to a challenge to the delimi-
tation exercise undertaken
in Jammu and Kashmir fol-
lowing the withdrawal of
special status granted to the
State under Article 370 and
its subsequent bifurcation.

However, the court did
not accept an oral plea
made by petitioners to stay
the tabling of the �nal draft
report of the Jammu and
Kashmir Delimitation Com-
mission in Parliament.

“Can we restrain them
from tabling it in the Parlia-
ment? If that is so, why did
you take two years to chal-
lenge the delimitation noti�-
cation,” a Bench led by Jus-
tice Sanjay Kishan Kaul
asked the petitioners, Haji
Abdul Gani Khan and Mo-
hammad Ayub Mattoo, re-
presented by senior advo-
cate Ravi Shankar Jandhyala
and advocates Sriram Parak-
kat and M.S. Vishnu Shan-
kar. 

The three-member Jam-
mu and Kashmir Delimita-

tion Commission led by a
former Supreme Court
judge, Justice Ranjana Pra-
kash Desai, submitted the �-
nal draft report early in May,
notifying the new boundar-
ies, names and number of
Assembly seats, paving the
way for the �rst Assembly
election in the Union Terri-
tory. “Are you challenging
the report or the formation
of the commission...? You
have come after the report
has been �led,” Justice Kaul
addressed Mr. Jandhyala.

The court ordered the go-
vernment to �le its a�davit
in six weeks and gave the pe-
titioners two weeks to sub-
mit their rejoinder.

The Election Commission
has also been asked to res-
pond. The case was posted

for August 30. The petition
also questioned why J&K has
been “singled out” for de-
limitation when Article 170
of the Constitution said that
such an exercise for the en-
tire country was due only in
2026. 

The petition argued that
the Centre had usurped the
jurisdiction of the Election
Commission by notifying
the delimitation of J&K. It
highlighted how the Centre
�rst issued a noti�cation on
March 6, 2020, constituting
the commission led by Jus-
tice Desai to conduct the de-
limitation of the constituen-
cies in J&K, Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Mani-
pur and Nagaland.

SC declines to stay J&K
delimitation report
Court, however, asks Centre to �le a�davit on the exercise
Legal Correspondent
New Delhi

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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However, it issued a second
noti�cation on March 3,
2021 restricting the scope of
delimitation to J&K alone.

The petition also alleged
that the increase in the
number of seats from 107 to
114 (including 24 seats in Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir) in
the Union Territory of Jam-
mu & Kashmir was ultra

vires the Constitution and
the Jammu & Kashmir Reor-
ganisation Act, 2019. The
petition said any step to in-
crease the number of seats
in J&K would require a Con-
stitutional Amendment be-
sides changes in the Delimi-
tation Act, 2002 and the
Representation of People
Act, 1950. 

SC declines to stay J&K
delimitation report
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As the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party marks the
eighth anniversary of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government, retail in�ation has accelerat-

ed close to the 8.3% level last seen in May 2014, when
Mr. Modi assumed o�ce in the last week of the month.
For a government that prided itself on its in�ation tam-
ing successes in the �rst �ve years, a combination of
factors including the COVID-19 pandemic, high crude
oil prices and now the war in Ukraine have created a
perfect storm that sent the Consumer Price Index (CPI)-
based in�ation racing to a 95-month high of 7.79% in
April. Food and fuel were the biggest culprits fanning
last month’s furious pace of price gains that seem un-
abating. Food in�ation as measured by the Consumer
Food Price Index (CFPI) quickened to a 17-month high
of 8.38% last month, with rural consumers experienc-
ing it at 8.5%, a pace that was 41 basis points faster than
that experienced by their urban counterparts. Ten of
the 12 items in the food and beverages basket of the ov-
erall CPI registered sequential acceleration as well. Of
concern are the prices of cereals and products, which
constitute almost a tenth of the CPI and account for the
key staples of wheat and rice that are essential for en-
suring food security. In�ation in cereals accelerated by
more than 100 basis points to 5.96% last month.

With both output and government procurement of
wheat set to be lower than estimated earlier and expor-
ters seeking to corner a greater share of the crop to tap
the recent surge in global demand for the grain, domes-
tic prices have already hardened and could pose a chal-
lenge to household budgets in the coming months. Ed-
ible oil is another constituent of the food basket
meriting close monitoring on the prices front. While in-
�ation in the price of the cooking medium slowed by 151
basis points from March, the pace was still a dizzying
17.28%, with the sequential rate also a sizeable 2.52%.
With the war in Ukraine having shut the tap on sun�ow-
er oil supplies from the largest global source of the com-
modity, unless Indonesia rescinds its ban on palm oil
exports in the near future, the immediate outlook for
edible oil prices is far from reassuring. Ultimately
though, with in�ation now having turned far more
broad-based and logging a strident pace in excess of 8%
for four of the six sub-groups in the CPI, policymakers
have their task cut out. While the RBI must continue to
tighten monetary policy in order to protect the vast ma-
jority who have no hedge against in�ation, the pass-
through of high oil costs, re�ected in double-digit price
gains in the transport and fuel and light categories,
leaves the Government with little option but to cut fuel
taxes if it is serious about taming in�ation so as to en-
sure overall macroeconomic stability.

Full circle 
Cutting fuel taxes is a must to ensure 

overall macroeconomic stability 
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The Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB)
here has established the
“proof of principle” of the
�rst indigenous mRNA vac-
cine technology coming
from a scienti�c institution
in India, Vinay K. Nandicoo-
ri, Director of the Council of
Scienti�c and Industrial Re-
search institution, said on
Friday.

“We are very excited
about this achievement of
replicating the mRNA vac-
cine technology end-to-end.
We are proud to have deve-
loped the potential mRNA
vaccine candidate against
SARS-CoV-2 within 10
months of having initiated
the concept. It is based on
the Moderna model, but has
been built with the informa-
tion available in the open
and our own technology and
materials,” he said a press
conference at the CCMB,
along with N. Madhusudha-
na Rao, Director, Atul Incu-
bation Centre (AIC-CCMB).

Dr. Nandicoori said “ro-
bust immune response” had
been observed against the

COVID-19 spike protein in
mice upon administration of
two doses of the mRNA vac-
cine. “The anti-spike antibo-
dies generated were found
to be more than 90% e�-
cient in preventing the hu-
man ACE2 receptor binding
to the coronavirus,” Rajesh
Iyer, scientist, said.

The mRNA vaccine candi-
date is now undergoing pre-
clinical hamster challenge
studies to evaluate the e�ca-
cy to protect against live vi-
rus infection. 

While vaccines work by
training the immune system
to identify disease-causing
micro-organisms and elimi-
nate them quickly when

they encounter them, in the
mRNA technology, the host
cell’s immune system is
trained to evade the real in-
fection. This is done by in-
troducing mRNA of the mi-
cro-organism of concern
into the host. 

The home-grown mRNA
vaccine platform holds pro-
mise to deal with other in-
fectious diseases such as TB,
dengue, malaria, chikungu-
nya, rare genetic diseases
and others. “The beauty of
this technology is in its rapid
turnaround times, which
means vaccines can be deve-
loped for other diseases or a
pan-COVID vaccine covering
di�erent variants,” the
CCMB Director said.

The scientists said the
technology was ready to be
transferred to any interested
�rm to take it to the next le-
vel of human trials and bring
out the vaccine into the mar-
ket after approval of the reg-
ulatory authorities. 

“We have been having dis-
cussions with a few private
�rms to scale up to the next
level of trials and commer-
cial production,” a scientist
added.

Centre claims robust immune response in mice

Special Correspondent
HYDERABAD

The mRNA vaccine platform
can help deal with other
infectious diseases. * REUTERS

CCMB develops Indian
mRNA vaccine platform
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The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has suc-
cessfully carried out the stat-
ic test of the HS200 solid
rocket booster, taking the
space agency one more step
closer to the keenly awaited
Gaganyaan human space-
�ight mission. 

The test was held at the
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota, on Fri-
day morning. 

Designed and developed
by the Vikram Sarabhai
Space Centre (VSSC) in Thi-
ruvananthapuram for over
two years, the HS200 boos-
ter is the ‘human-rated’ ver-
sion of the S200 rocket boos-
ters used on the
geosynchronous satellite
launch vehicle Mk-III (GSLV
Mk-III), also called the LVM3.

The GSLV Mk-III rocket,
which will be used for the
Gaganyaan mission, will

have two HS200 boosters
that will supply the thrust for
lift-o�. 

The HS200 is a 20-metre-
long booster with a diameter
of 3.2 metres and is the
world’s second largest oper-
ational booster using solid
propellants. 

During Friday’s test,
about 700 parameters were
monitored and the perfor-

mance of all the systems
were normal, ISRO said. 

Loaded with 203 tonnes
of solid propellant, the
HS200 booster was tested
for a total duration of 135 se-
conds. 

ISRO Chairman S. Soma-
nath and VSSC Director S.
Unnikrishnan Nair were pre-
sent during the test. 

“The successful comple-

tion of this test marks a ma-
jor milestone for the presti-
gious human space �ight
mission of ISRO, the Gaga-
nyaan, as the �rst stage of
the launch vehicle is tested
for its performance for the
full duration,” ISRO said in a
statement on Friday.

Since Gaganyaan is a
manned mission, the GSLV
Mk-III will have improve-
ments to increase reliability
and safety to meet the re-
quirements of ‘human rat-
ing.’ 

The control system used
in the HS200 booster em-
ploys one of the world’s
most powerful electro-me-
chanical actuators with mul-
tiple redundancy and safety
features, according to the
VSSC.

Of the three propulsion
stages of the GSLV Mk-III, the
second stage uses liquid pro-
pellant while the third is a
cryogenic stage.

ISRO tests booster for Gaganyaan
GSLV Mk-III rocket, to be used for the mission, will have two HS200 boosters

The HS200 rocket booster undergoing static test at
Sriharikota on Friday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Special Correspondent
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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