FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.
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The importance of Lumbini
Modi’s visit is political and strategic and is an opportune time for India to do much more in the region
migration and other facilities in the
area. Of course, now with the construction of airports in Kushinagar
(India) as well as Bhairahawa (Nepal)
travel would be easier. Speedy construction of the integrated check
post would also boost tourism and
the local economy.

Ranjit Rae

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to Lumbini, Nepal, though only for a
few hours, is full of symbolism and
substance. No Indian Prime Minister
has visited Lumbini in the last few
decades. Mr. Modi’s visit is a combination of personal desire and political and strategic goals. For him, it is
the fulfilment of a wish articulated in
2014 when he first became Prime Minister. Since he could not travel to
Lumbini during his previous visits to
Nepal, as Ambassador, I planted, on
his behalf, a sapling of the sacred
Bodhi tree in the gardens of the Maya
Devi temple where Gautama Buddha
was born.
Amid the strife and turmoil and
the anger and hatred that we see in
society, the Prime Minister’s visit also provides a moment for quiet reflection and a reiteration of the message of peace, compassion and
non-violence preached by the Buddha and spread by the roaring lions in
the four directions, as depicted in
the Lion Capital of Ashoka, our national emblem — a message that calls
for shunning extremes in ideology
and thought and following the middle path forged through tolerance,
dialogue and debate, and reconciliation and consensus.
The birthplace of the Buddha
The visit is political, since it will,
hopefully, put to rest the unnecessary debate on whether the Buddha
was born in Nepal, which, for Nepal,
is a sensitive issue. Any assertion to
the contrary results in anti-India demonstrations in a country whose national identity is tied to Lumbini, the
birthplace of the Buddha.
It is strategic, in the face of the
growing presence of China in Lumbini, which is close to the Indian border; the largest monastery has been
built by the Chinese who sponsor
and support international conferences on Buddhism in Nepal as well as
the massive celebrations on Buddhist
festivals such as Vesak. In pre-COVID-19 times, there was a steady flow
of Chinese tourists to Lumbini and

Pilgrims meditate at the wall below the nativity scene in the Maya Devi Temple
in Lumbini, Nepal. AFP
*

reports about potential Chinese investments in the region. The Chinese
are leaving no stone unturned to exploit the soft power potential of
Buddhism, a fast-growing religious
tradition that has half-a-billion adherents (largely in East and Southeast
Asia). During a visit to Myanmar
some years ago, this writer saw huge
crowds in the capital city Yangon,
which was decked up for the occasion. They were waiting patiently for
a glimpse of Buddhist relics from
China.
India is home to some of the most
sacred sites of Buddhism: the place
of Lord Buddha’s enlightenment,
Bodh Gaya; of his first sermon, Sarnath; and of his Mahaparinirvana,
Kushinagar. And this is not counting
Shravasti, where the Buddha
preached for many years; Nalanda;
and Rajgir, among several others. Unfortunately, India remains largely unrepresented in Lumbini, but for a
small museum building that was constructed with Indian assistance in the
late 1990s. A proposal for a ‘sound
and light show’ remains in limbo.
Lumbini is home to beautiful monasteries from several countries. The
first foreign monastery in Lumbini
was built by a Vietnamese monk,
Thay Huyen Dieu. He subsequently
built another one in Bodh Gaya. (In
large part, due to his efforts, a visit to
Bodh Gaya has become de rigueur
for every visiting communist politician from Vietnam.) India does not
have a monastery in Lumbini. Mr.
Modi’s visit is an opportune time to
remedy the situation and announce

the establishment of an Indian
monastery.
There is much else that India can
do in Lumbini. More than 50 years
ago, United Nations Secretary-General U Thant had set up an international committee for the development of
Lumbini. A master plan was developed by the Japanese architect Kenzo Tange. Since then, Nepal has been
implementing the plan, albeit at a
lethargic place. From time to time,
Nepalese leaders have talked about
reviving the committee to inject
more dynamism into the project. India could assist them in this regard.
Both Lumbini and the Mahabodhi
Temple in Bodh Gaya are UNESCO
World Heritage sites — they are to
Buddhists what Mecca is to Muslims
or Kashi is to Hindus, and should be
visited at least once in a lifetime. However, the footfalls of Buddhist pilgrims remain low. For years there
has been talk about developing a
Buddhist circuit with seamless connectivity and comfortable travel between the major pilgrimage sites in
Nepal and India. Unfortunately, talk
has not fully translated into action.
Though the roads network on the Indian side is much better today, the
link roads connecting Nepal with the
Indian highway system need to be
upgraded. It is a nightmare to cross
the Sunauli-Bhairahawa India-Nepal
check post along the Uttar PradeshNepal border that is designated for
tourists. Perhaps travel by road, rather than helicopter, would give the
Prime Minister an idea of the poor
state of border infrastructure and im-

Developing the Buddhist circuit
While there is a master plan to develop Lumbini, the absence of one is
glaring in Bodh Gaya. Bodh Gaya has
developed in an unplanned fashion
with the secular and the sacred jostling cheek by jowl; it is like any other
small town in India – chaotic, dirty
and noisy. It is anything but serene.
There is an urgent need to adopt a
master plan and develop Bodh Gaya
as a sacred place for pilgrimage for
both Hindus and Buddhists. The relationship between the monasteries of
foreign countries in Bodh Gaya and
the local communities is fraught. A
high-level coordination committee
comprising representatives of State
and Central governments as well as
of foreign monasteries should be set
up to resolve problems. The monasteries are headed by monks who are
greatly revered in their home countries and should be treated with respect and reverence. Bodh Gaya can
also learn from the experience of
Lumbini with the establishment of a
twinning arrangement between the
two towns. Efforts should be made
for the entire Buddhist circuit, namely Lumbini-Bodh Gaya-Sarnath-Kushinagar, to be declared a UNESCO
World Heritage Site with master
plans for each segment of the circuit.
India can also take the initiative to
organise an international conference
on the development of the Buddhist
circuit; this will give a sense of participation and ownership to Buddhist
countries. This could be a joint initiative of India and Nepal. India can also
establish an international museum of
Buddhist traditions in Bodh Gaya
and invite all Buddhist countries to
participate.
If we implement some of these
suggestions and improve infrastructure in the area, millions of devotees
who wish to walk in the footsteps of
the Buddha would be forever
grateful.
Ranjit Rae is the author of ‘Kathmandu
Dilemma: Resetting India-Nepal Ties’ and a
former Ambassador to Nepal
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PM to launch Buddhist centre work
In a visit to Lumbini, Modi will speak at Buddha Jayanti event organised by Nepal
The two Prime Ministers
will “build on their productive conversations in Delhi,
with a view to further expanding our shared understanding and cooperation in
multiple areas, including in
hydropower development,
partnership and connectivity”, the Foreign Secretary
said during a briefing last
Friday.

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the construction of the India International Centre for Buddhist
Culture and Heritage on
Monday during a day-long visit to Lumbini in Nepal.
The visit will coincide
with the celebrations to
mark the Buddha Jayanti.
Lumbini is the place
where Prince Siddhartha
Gautama was born around
623 BC.
He later attained enlightenment at Bodhgaya in Bihar
district and came to be
known as the Buddha.
Buddha Jayanti
Mr. Modi will participate in
the shilanyas [foundation
stone laying] ceremony for
the India International
Centre and offer prayers at
the Mayadevi temple that is
dedicated to the mother of
the Buddha.
He will also deliver an address at a Buddha Jayanti
event organised by the Lumbini Development Trust
(LDT)
of
the
Nepal

Timely visit: Narendra Modi's visit to Lumbini comes two days
after Nepal began the local election process. FILE PHOTO
*

government.
An official press release
has said that the work on the
centre will be undertaken by
the International Buddhist
Confederation (IBC), which
is a “grantee body” under
the Ministry of Culture.
The International Buddhist Confederation was registered on November 2, 2012,
and is aimed at propagating
and preserving the teachings
and heritage of the Buddha
across the world, and especially in India’s immediate
neighbourhood.
The official statement

from India said that the
Buddhist centre would be
the first “net zero emission”
building in Nepal.
Mahabodhi sapling
Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba is scheduled
to participate in the event in
Lumbini. Foreign Secretary
Vinay Mohan Kwatra had
said earlier that Mr. Modi
gifted a sapling of the Mahabodhi tree of Bodhgaya to
the Mayadevi temple.
Both sides will hold a delegation-level talk after the
ceremonies.

Celebration in Delhi
Buddha Jayanti will also be
celebrated by the IBC in Delhi on Monday where the
event will be led by Union
Minister of Law and Justice
Kiren Rijiju.
“International Buddhist
Confederation has been actively involved in engaging
Buddhist organisations in
Nepal and has a strong relationship with several senior
Buddhist monks,” the official
press release said.
Mr. Modi's visit to Lumbini
comes two days after Nepal
began the local election process across the country that
will ultimately lead to the
general election towards the
end of the year.
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Fuel to fire

The focus must be on Russia ending the war
and not on expanding NATO

R

ussia invaded Ukraine on February 24 apparently
to stop NATO’s further expansion into its neighbourhood. But in less than three months, the
same invasion has pushed two countries in that neighbourhood to consider NATO membership. Last week,
the Prime Minister and President of Finland, which has
stayed neutral since the end of the Second World War,
said they hoped their country would apply for NATO
membership “without delay”. Sweden, which has
stayed out of military alliances for 200 years, stated
that NATO membership would strengthen its national
security and stability in the Baltic and Nordic regions. If
these two countries now formally apply for membership, it would be the biggest strategic setback for Russian President Vladimir Putin whose most important foreign policy focus has been on weakening NATO.
Particularly alarming for Russia is the case of Finland,
with which it has a hostile past. Stalin invaded Finland
in 1939 demanding more territories. Though the Red
Army struggled in the initial phase of the war, it forced
Finland to sign the Moscow Peace Treaty, ceding some
9% of its territory. But a year later, the Finns, in an alliance with the German Nazis, attacked the Soviet
troops. Peace was established along the 1,340-km Finnish-Russian border after the Nazis were defeated in the
Second World War. Now, Ukraine appears to have deepened the security concerns of Finland and Sweden.
It is still not clear whether these countries would be
inducted into NATO any time soon. Within the alliance,
decisions are taken unanimously. Turkey has already
expressed its opposition to taking the Nordic countries
in. While the U.S. and the U.K. are pushing for NATO’s
expansion, Germany and France have taken a more
cautious line. Hungary, which has deep ties with Russia
and has already held up the EU’s plan to ban Russian oil
imports, has not made its views clear. But the mere declaration of intent by Finland and Sweden to join NATO
has sent tensions in Europe soaring, with Russia threatening ‘military and technical’ retaliation. Normatively
speaking, Finland and Sweden are sovereign countries
and free to take decisions on joining any alliance. It is
up to NATO to decide whether they should be taken in
or not. But a bigger question these countries as well as
Europe as a whole face is whether another round of expansion of NATO would help bring in peace and stability in Europe, particularly at a time when the continent
is facing a pre-First World War-type security competition. It would escalate the current crisis between nuclear-armed Russia and NATO to dangerous levels. Already the several rounds of NATO expansion and
Russia’s territorial aggression have brought the world to
its most dangerous moment since the 1962 Cuban missile crisis. Russia should immediately halt the war and
all the stakeholders should focus on finding a long-term
solution to the crisis.
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Buy wheat till May 31,
Centre tells States
Extension of procurement season to benefit farmers, it says
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

The Centre on Sunday asked
wheat-producing States and
Union Territories whose
procurement closing dates
were expiring early to keep
procuring wheat till May 31.
The Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, in a statement,
said that the extension of the
procurement season was
“expected to benefit farmers”. It added that the decision was taken after the
States and the Union Territories requested to extend the
procurement season.
The Food Corporation of
India (FCI) had also been directed to continue procurement under the Central
pool, the Ministry said. The
procurement of wheat under the Central pool had
progressed smoothly during
the Rabi marketing season
(RMS) 2022-23 in Madhya

Stock up: The Food Corporation of India has been directed to
continue procurement under the Central pool. PTI
*

Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir, Gujarat, Bihar
and Rajasthan, it said. The
season runs from April to
March.
“The wheat procurement
under Central pool has been
less during ensuing RMS
2022-23 corresponding to
previous RMS 2021-22, mainly due to the higher market
prices than MSP, wherein
farmers have been selling

wheat to private traders.
The Central government had
on May 13 decided to restrict
export of wheat to rein in
high prices of wheat, except
in case of irrevocable letter
of credit and requests from
neighbouring/food-deficit
countries,” it said. Till May
14, 180 lakh tonnes had been
procured, compared with
367 lakh tonnes during RMS
2021-22, giving 16.83 lakh
farmers an MSP value of
₹36,208 crore.
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This Delhi High Court split verdict needs to be resolved
Shraddha Chaudhary

A

division Bench of the Delhi
High Court recently delivered a split verdict on
whether exception two to Section
375 of the Indian Penal Code, i.e.,
marital rape exception, is unconstitutional. This exception states
that sexual acts by a man with his
adult wife are not rape.
The two judgments discuss several important issues in coming to
their diametrically opposed decisions. Due to space constraints, I
will focus on the analyses in both
opinions of the constitutionality of
the exception in terms of Article 14
of the Constitution of India (right
to equality before the law and
equal protection of laws). This
right does not absolutely preclude
differential treatment of two classes of persons. It seeks only to ensure, simply speaking, that like
classes are treated alike.
One of the tests under Article 14
is that of reasonable classification,
which has two prongs. First,
where two classes of persons (say
adults and children) are treated
differently, it must be established
that they are indeed distinguishable from each other. This is the
condition of intelligible differentia. Second, there should be a rational nexus, or logical relation-

ship, between a law which treats
the two classes differently (say, by
prohibiting children from performing dangerous labour) and
the object or purpose of the law
(the protection of children).
The intelligible differentia
In this case, the intelligible differentia of marital rape exception is,
by agreement, between married
and unmarried women. Per Justice Rajiv Shakdher, marital rape
exception fails the second condition. The object of the law, he concludes, is to punish certain sexual
acts when done without consent.
In this view, what defines the
wrong of rape is its harmful nature
and the lack of consent. To this object, he finds marriage irrelevant.
For him, a woman who faces nonconsensual sexual acts has been
raped, regardless of her relationship with the perpetrator. Since
there is no rational nexus between
the differentia (married and unmarried women) and the object of
the law (punishing non-consensual sexual acts), marital rape exception fails the test of reasonable
classification and must be struck
down as unconstitutional.
The learned judge rightly observes, furthermore, that in applying this classification test, courts
must not lose sight of the substance of Article 14, which is equal
protection of laws. In going
through the motions of the test,
therefore, courts should not validate inequality or discrimination.
Per Justice C. Hari Shankar,
though the object of the main pro-
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The line of reasoning on the marital rape exception and protection of the institution of marriage is problematic

vision is, indeed, to punish acts of
rape, the object of marital rape exception is to keep the ‘taint’ of the
allegation of rape outside the marital sphere, and thereby protect
the institution of marriage. In light
of this object, he concludes, the
differential treatment of married
and unmarried women is not unconstitutional. However, no reasons are given as to why, if marital
rape is recognised, the institution
of marriage would be threatened.
The experiences of countries
where the offence is recognised
give no evidence of a weakening or
destruction of marriage or, more
importantly, a causation between
the ability of wives to prosecute
their husbands for rape and the
weakening or destruction of marriage. How, then, is the nexus
rational?
Circular line of reasoning
Moreover, according to this opinion, all non-consensual sex cannot be considered rape because
the marital rape exception takes
sexual acts within marriage outside the purview of the offence
and label of ‘rape’. Marriage, with-

in which there is a ‘legitimate’ expectation of sex, materially changes the nature of the act in this
view, although the opinion does
not explain why it is 'legitimate expectation' and not consent which
ought to determine the nature of
sex in marriage. Surely, as the honourable judge himself affirms,
there can be no legitimate expectation of forced sex. Though he
agrees that women’s sexual autonomy deserves respect, and any
legitimate expectation of sex within marriage ends where her rights
to sexual autonomy and bodily integrity begin, he does not think
that this means that non-consensual or forced sex within marriage
ought to be rape.
This is a circular and inconsistent line of reasoning. The existence of the exception itself
upholds the reasonableness and
constitutionality of the exception.
Consider, if murder was legally defined as intentional killing, and an
exception stated that no intentional killing on Mondays would be
murder. Would it not be circular,
when examining the reasonableness of this exception, to say that it
is perfectly valid on the ground
that the exception itself removes a
class of intentional killings from
the ambit of the offence of murder
and, therefore, these intentional
killings cannot be equated with
other intentional killings? Likewise, autonomy (meaning self-governance) is axiomatically antithetical to force. If I can be forced or
otherwise compelled to do what is
against my will or without my con-

sent by another, my right to selfgovern is extinguished. Marriage
has nothing to do with this.
A negation of autonomy
On such a line of reasoning, the
honourable judge makes a seriously problematic assertion: that rape
by a stranger is worse than rape by
a husband. The assertion flattens
the diversity of experiences of
rape survivors without an iota of
evidence in its support. Non-consensual or forced sex within marriage may be culturally normalised
and legally validated, but there is
no forgone conclusion that marriage makes the experience of
‘non-consensual/forced
sexual
acts’ less wrong or harmful. In
fact, forced sexual acts by a person
who is meant to love you and who
has constant access to your body
because of the proximity of marriage, can be worse. The physical
violation can be aggravated by
breach of trust, fear of continuing
violation of bodily integrity and
the perversity of being in an intimate relationship with a person
who wilfully negates your sexual
autonomy.
The consequence of this split
verdict is a legal stalemate. We can
only hope now, that the matter
will be resolved by the Supreme
Court of India, or preferably by
Parliament itself.
Shraddha Chaudhary is a PhD Student at
the Faculty of Law, University of
Cambridge and Lecturer, Jindal Global
Law University, O.P. Jindal Global
University, Sonipat
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‘Only one State can
decide on remission’
No concurrent jurisdiction, says SC
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

Remission or premature release of a convict has to be
considered in terms of the
policy applicable in the
State where the crime was
committed and not where
the trial was transferred to
and concluded, the Supreme Court has said.
A Bench of Justices Ajay
Rastogi and Vikram Nath
said under Section 432(7) of
the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973, there
cannot be a concurrent jurisdiction of two State governments on the issue of
remission.
Plea by convict
The top court was hearing a
plea by a convict seeking direction to the State of Gujarat to consider his application for premature release
under the policy dated July
9, 1992, which was existing
at the time of his conviction.
Though the crime was
committed in Gujarat, the
top court in 2004 had transferred the case to Mumbai

due to the peculiar facts and
circumstances of the case.
The top court said in the
instant case, once the crime
was committed in Gujarat,
after the trial concluded and
judgment of conviction
came to be passed, all further proceedings have to be
considered, including remission or premature release, as the case may be, in
terms of the policy which is
applicable in Gujarat where
the crime was committed
and not the State where the
trial stands transferred and
concluded for exceptional
reasons under the orders of
the court.
"The respondents are directed to consider the application of the petitioner for
premature release in terms
of its policy dated 9th July,
1992, which is applicable on
the date of conviction and
may be decided within a period of two months. If any
adverse order is passed, the
petitioner is at liberty to
seek remedy available to
him under the law," the
Bench said.
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Assam tribunals told not to rely on NRC
‘There are errors, things may change when the final list gets published’
Special Correspondent
Guwahati

The State Coordinator of the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) has reminded members of Foreigners’ Tribunals
(FTs) across Assam to not
consider the draft NRC and
its supplementary list as reliable evidence for the disposal of cases.
An FT is a quasi-judicial
body tasked with deciding
the status of citizenship of
people suspected to be or
marked as foreigners. An FT
member is like a judge.
Hitesh Dev Sarma, the
State Coordinator, had on
April 18 issued letters to the
FT members. “Since the Registrar General of Citizens

Registration (RGCR) has not
declared NRC as final and
there are errors, things may
change when the final NRC
gets published,” he wrote.
About 19.06 lakh out of
3.3 crore applicants were excluded from the complete
NRC draft published on August 31, 2019.
An FT member, declining
to be quoted, responded to
Mr. Sarma’s letter on May 10,
insisting that the NRC was final and was published in
compliance with various orders and judgments of the
Supreme Court and through
a notification of the RGCR.
He cited Clause 7 of the Citizenship Rules of 2003 and
a press statement by former

State Coordinator Prateek
Hajela on August 31, 2019,
“whereby it was clear that
the published NRC is the final NRC”. The member also
said the NRC lists (draft, additional draft and supplementary list) are mentioned
as final NRC on the official
website. Saying the “final
NRC published under the supervision of the Supreme
Court and notification of
RGCR” is not final was in
contrast with the available
records and orders of the top
court, the FT member said.
Adding that the State
Coordinator “cannot propagate his wrong understanding of law, rules, notifications and orders of the

Supreme Court”, the member advised him to “withdraw his letter and stop interfering in the lawful
functioning of the Foreigners’ Tribunals which is
beyond your jurisdiction
and limits of power”.
Mr. Sarma said he has not
received the letter yet. “Only
the RGI (Registrar General of
India) and Hajela is authorised to publish the final NRC,
which is yet to be done. The
Supreme Court asked Hajela
to publish the supplementary list of inclusions and exclusions, not the final NRC.
Some FT members have
been giving judgements
claiming the NRC as final,”
Mr. Sarma told The Hindu.
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In abeyance of Section 124A, a provisional relief
However, there could be a negation if governments are allowed to replicate their use of sedition through other statutes

I

n a brief order delivered in S.G.
Vombatkere vs Union of India, a
three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India effectively
suspended the operation of Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code.
The provision, which criminalises
sedition, has been used by successive regimes, including by governments post-Independence, to suppress
democratic
dissent.
Previously, during oral hearings,
the Bench, presided by the Chief
Justice of India, Justice N.V. Ramana, had indicated that it was of the
view that the law was an anachronism, a colonial-era relic. Now,
through an order on May 11, the
Court has directed governments,
both at the level of the Union and
the States, to keep “all pending
trials, appeals and proceedings”
arising out of a charge framed under Section 124A “in abeyance”.
Basis of reconsideration
This direction was issued after the
Union government filed an affidavit informing the Court that it had
decided to re-examine the law.
The deposition, by itself, offered
no firm commitment on whether
the Government would, in fact, recommend to Parliament a complete removal of Section 124A. But
the Bench believed that the offer
to reconsider the provision, if
nothing else, showed that the Government was in broad agreement
with the Court’s prima facie opinion on the matter, that the clause
as it stands “is not in tune with the
current social milieu, and was intended for a time when this country was under the colonial
regime”.
Nestled inside a chapter in the

Munshi amendment ignored
As is only too evident, the law was
always meant to be used as a restraint on dissent, to crush any and
every form of opposition aimed at
the government. Indeed, it was by
pointing to these repressive features and to the trials of Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Mohandas Gandhi that K.M. Munshi argued so
forcefully in the Constituent Assembly to delete the use of the
“equivocal” word “sedition” as a
permitted restriction on free
speech. Should the word not be
deleted from the Draft Constitution, Munshi said, an “erroneous
impression would be created that
we want to perpetuate 124-A of the
I.P.C”.
Munshi’s amendment sailed
through. The adopted Constitution did not permit a restriction on
free speech on the grounds of sedition. But despite this, governments across India continued to
charge people with the offence. In
the 1950s, two different High
Courts struck down Section 124A
as offensive to freedom. But, in
1962, in Kedar Nath Singh vs State
of Bihar, a five-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court reversed these verdicts. The Court paid no heed to

abuses of this kind, it is the most
marginalised sections of society
that have faced the brunt of the
harm.
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penal code dealing with “Offences
against the State”, Section 124A
defines sedition as any action —
“whether by words, signs, or visible representation” — which
“brings or attempts to bring into
hatred or contempt or excites or
attempts to excite disaffection towards the Government established by law in India”. The word
“disaffection”, the provision explains, “includes disloyalty and all
feelings of enmity”. The section
carries with it the prospect of life
in prison. What is more, right from
its inception, the offence has been
treated as non-bailable. This
means that a person arrested without trial has no inherent right to
bail. He or she must apply to a
judge to seek release.

the debates that informed the Constituent Assembly. Instead, it
found that Section 124A was defensible as a valid restriction on free
speech on grounds of public order.
However, while upholding the
clause, the Court limited its application to “acts involving intention
or tendency to create disorder, or
disturbance of law and order, or
incitement to violence”.
Quite apart from the limitations
that it read in — which are by themselves ill-defined — the decision ignored the otherwise wide amplitude of the words used in Section
124A. It failed to recognise that
terms such as “disaffection towards the government”, which are
fundamentally vague, ought to
have no place in a penal statute,
and that, all along, the intention
behind criminalising sedition was
to quell the right to dissent. A supposed circumscription of the ambit of the offence was, therefore,
never going to be effective.
Marginalised most affected
Since then, in its application by
law enforcement — and indeed by
judges hearing petitions for bail —
the limitations imposed in Kedar
Nath Singh have rarely been observed. And in recent years, we
have seen an enhanced exploitation of the law, where even the
most benign acts of opposition
have been met with a charge of sedition. As is often the case with

An altered landscape
It is no doubt true that a law cannot be invalidated merely because
it has been subject to misuse. But
in the case of sedition, the rationale for the decision in Kedar Nath
Singh and the survival of Section
124A have both become untenable
with time. Since 1962, when the
judgment was handed out, the Supreme Court’s reading of fundamental rights has undergone a
transformative change. For instance, the Court has, in recent
times, struck down penal laws on
grounds, among other things, of
imprecision in their language, and
of the chilling effect that the restrictions have on free speech. Moreover, since 1973, sedition has also been treated as a cognisable
offence; that is, the police can arrest persons suspected of having
committed the offence without a
warrant.
The altered landscape meant
that when fresh challenges were
mounted against Section 124A, the
time to reconsider Kedar Nath
Singh had clearly arrived. This reconsideration could have been
done in different ways. The Court
could have constituted a Bench of
five judges to take a formal call on
whether the judgment required
express overruling. Alternatively,
the Court could have treated its
earlier verdict as a ruling rendered
per incuriam; that is, as a decision
that was rendered in ignorance of
binding precedent and law.
How then, one might ask, could
the Court have granted a temporary suspension of the provision?
This the Bench did based on the
Union government’s affidavit indicating a willingness to re-examine
Section 124A. The affidavit allowed
the judges to temporarily halt
their exercise of judicial review
and to issue instead an interim or-

der of the present kind: where the
provision will be kept in abeyance
until the Government, and Parliament, take a final call on the matter. To be sure, the Government
has offered no plain pledge on
what it might eventually choose to
do. This only means that should
the state choose to retain the law
the Court can still step in.
In the long run, the decision in
Kedar Nath Singh will require a
clear disavowal. But in nullifying
Section 124A, albeit for the present, the Court has provided provisional relief — allowing those accused of the offence to both seek
bail in terms of the order, and to
have their trials frozen.
“The essence of democracy,” as
Munshi put it in the Constituent
Assembly “is criticism of government.” The sedition law disregards
this core spirit. It criminalises censure and opposition and it enervates, to the point of exhaustion,
the basic structure of a democratic
republic.
What the laws must have
If we have indeed seen the back of
Section 124A we must see it as a
success for freedom. But this result will be meaningless if our governments are allowed to replicate
their use of sedition through the
invocation of other statutes, on
equally baseless grounds — various
preventive detention laws and the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, among others, have been repeatedly deployed as a means not
merely to protect the country’s security but also to crack down on
genuine acts of peaceful dissent
and opposition. To protect our democracy, we must ensure that the
constitutional guarantees to personal liberty and freedom do not
go in vain. For that, each of our penal laws must be animated by a
concern for equality, justice, and
fairness.
Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate
practising in the Madras High Court
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Rajiv Kumar takes charge as
Chief Election Commissioner
He will preside
over the 2024 Lok
Sabha election
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar on Sunday assumed charge as the 25th
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC).
Mr. Kumar succeeds Sushil Chandra, who retired on
Saturday.
After assuming charge,
Mr. Kumar said a lot had
been done over the past 70
years by the Election Com-

Rajiv Kumar taking charge as
the CEC in New Delhi on
Sunday. PTI
*

mission of India (ECI) to ensure free and fair elections.
“The Commission will follow the time-tested and de-

mocratic methods of consultations and consensusbuilding in bringing about
any major reforms responsible under the Constitution.
ECI will not shy away from
taking tough decisions,” he
said.
Mr. Kumar added that
technology would be used
further to simplify processes
and to bring about transparency and ease of voter services.
A former Finance Secretary, Mr. Kumar will preside
over the 2024 Lok Sabha
election as his tenure as the
CEC is till February 2025.
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Adani buys Ambuja, ACC for $10.5 bn
This deal makes Adani second largest cement player after UltraTech Cement of the Aditya Birla Group
Lalatendu Mishra
Mumbai

The Adani family, through an
offshore special purpose
vehicle (SPV), said it had entered into definitive agreements for the acquisition of
Switzerland-based Holcim
Ltd.’s entire stake in Ambuja
Cements Ltd. and ACC Ltd.,
two of India’s leading cement companies.
Holcim, through its subsidiaries, holds 63.19% in Ambuja Cements and 54.53% in
ACC (of which 50.05% is held
through Ambuja Cements).
As per regulatory norms,
an open offer has been
made.
“The value for the Holcim
stake and open offer consideration for Ambuja Cements
and ACC is USD 10.5 billion,
which makes this the largest
ever acquisition by Adani,
and India’s largest ever M&A
transaction in the infrastruc-

Deal locked: Gautam Adani with Jan Jenisch, CEO of Holcim
Ltd., after signing the agreement TWITTER/@GAUTAM_ADANI
*

ture and materials space,”
the Adanis said in a
statement.
Second largest player
This deal makes Adani the
second
largest
cement
player after UltraTech Ce-

ment of the Aditya Birla
Group. “Our move into the
cement business is yet
another validation of our belief in our nation’s growth
story,” said Gautam Adani,
Chairman of the Adani
Group.

“Not only is India expected to remain one of the
world’s largest demand-driven economies for several
decades, India also continues to be the world’s second largest cement market
and yet has less than half of
the global average per capita
cement consumption,” he
said.
“I am delighted that the
Adani Group is acquiring our
business in India to lead its
next era of growth,” said Jan
Jenisch, CEO of Holcim Ltd
in a statement. Ambuja Cements and ACC currently
have a combined installed
production capacity of 70
MTPA. They have 23 cement
plants, 14 grinding stations,
80 ready-mix concrete
plants and over 50,000
channel partners across India. “Both Ambuja and ACC
will benefit from synergies
with the integrated Adani in-

frastructure platform, especially in the areas of raw material, renewable power and
logistics, where Adani Portfolio companies have vast experience and deep expertise. This will enable higher
margins and return on capital employed for the two
companies,” the Adani group
statement said. The acquisition is subject to regulatory
approvals and conditions.
Quint buy
The Adanis seem to be on an
acquisition spree. On May 13,
2022, Adani Enterprises Ltd
informed the stock exchanges that its wholly owned subsidiary AMG Media Networks
Ltd, has signed an agreement to acquire 49% stake in
Quintillion Media Ltd and
Quintillion Business Media
Ltd. The deal, for an unspecified amount, also includes
Quint Digital Media Ltd.
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CCI doing market study of
film distribution in India
Aim is to understand competition
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) is conducting a market study on
film distribution in the
country, with the larger intention of exploring the possibility of a self-regulatory
mechanism within the industry to ensure a competitive landscape.
The antitrust watchdog
has completed a study to
understand the scenario
where large institutional
shareholders hold minority
stakes in companies that are
active in the same industry.
A market study on film
distribution has been commissioned to gain insights
into various aspects of the
state of competition and
concerns over anti-competitive practices in the film distribution chain, CCI Chairperson Ashok Kumar Gupta
said.

The study also comes
against the backdrop of digitisation and OTT (over-thetop) platforms becoming
key factors in the film space.
To have a better understanding of the “market construct and dynamics”, the
CCI has commissioned the
study and the “intention is
also to explore whether
there can be a self-regulatory mechanism within the industry for ensuring a competitive landscape,” Mr.
Gupta said.
“The study is an attempt
to understand the role of various federations and associations in the industry in
India, and the horizontal
and vertical arrangements
that exist between the market players,” the CCI chief
said.
According to him, new issues have arisen with the
digitisation of cinema and
the use of technology.
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Indian company produces tactical battery for battlefield
Pravaig field pack
to help NATO
military forces
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

A Bengaluru-based venture
has produced a rugged tactical battery that it is now
planning to sell to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO) forces in Europe.
The heavy-duty power
bank — Pravaig Field Pack —
is portable and weighs 14 kilograms.
It is of great utility to the
digitally connected modern

military and special forces
personnel who have to operate in high-risk zones such as
Ukraine and Libya, while using gadgets that require constant power back-up.
“These batteries are designed, engineered and
made in India. This supply
marks a major shift in the defence landscape of India — a
tipping point in the reversal
of India’s high technology
defence industry, from users
to developers, from importers to exporters,” said Pravaig’s Siddhartha Bagri.
In a statement, Pravaig
said that the field pack can

batteries are
<
> These
designed,
engineered and
made in India. This
supply marks a
major shift in the
defence landscape
of India

Siddhartha Bagri

be used to charge a MacBook
60 times.
The field pack can be used
to energise a military person’s field duties and it can
be used to deploy remote
sensors. A powerful tactical
battery can be used even to
operate larger military

equipment such as drones
and it can even help coordinate tactical operations
which involves multiple weapons systems.
“At this time, we are making the prototypes and we
are going to present them at
Eurosatory 2022 in Paris,
which is a global event of defence and security professionals. So many countries
will have the opportunity to
see this technology. But our
goal in the future is to equip
NATO forces,” said Hippolyte
Berger, who is part of the
team that is promoting the
Pravaig Field Pack.

As illustrated by the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war, digital coordination is now part
of the battlefield readiness of
modern soldiers and special
forces personnel.
Electronic platforms
This calls upon modern military forces to train soldiers
in the use of electronic platforms even during live conflicts.
The Pravaig Field Pack is
one such tactical battery that
aims to support the operational ability of modern soldiers in battlefield conditions.
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Devasahayam Pillai declared saint
He is the first Indian layman to be canonised; Pope Francis presides over ceremony
Press Trust of India
Vatican City

Devasahayam Pillai, who
embraced Christianity in the
18th century, on Sunday became the first Indian layman
to be declared a saint by
Pope Francis during an impressive canonisation ceremony here at the Vatican.
Devasahayam was recommended for the process of
Beatification by the Vatican
in 2004, at the request of the
Kottar diocese, the Tamil Nadu Bishops’ Council and the
Conference of Catholic Bishops of India.
Pope Francis, 85, canonised Blessed Devasahayam
during a Canonisation Mass
at St Peter’s Basilica in the
Vatican.
A miracle attributed to
Devasahayam was recognised by Pope Francis in
2014, clearing the path to his
canonisation in 2022.
It was the first canonisation ceremony at the Vatican
in over two years. Pope
Francis, who has been complaining of strained liga-

Holy day: Archbishop Thomas J. Netto unveiling a photo of the
saint in Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
*

ments in his right knee for
months, used a wheelchair
to preside over the ceremony. Nine others, including
four women, were also canonised along with Devasahayam. “Our calling is to
serve the Gospel and our
brothers and sisters, to offer
our lives without expecting
anything in return, or any
worldly glory,” the Pope said
during the ceremony.

“Being disciples of Jesus
and advancing on the path of
holiness means first and foremost letting ourselves be
transfigured by the power of
God’s love,” he said.
Travancore kingdom
Devasahayam was born on
April 23, 1712 as Neelakanta
Pillai into a Hindu Nair family, at Nattalam in Kanyakumari district, which was part

of the erstwhile Travancore
kingdom.
He was an official in the
court of Travancore’s Maharaja Marthanda Varma when
he was instructed into the
Catholic faith by a Dutch naval commander in 1745. He
took the name “Lazarus”, or
“Devasahayam” in Malayalam, which translates to
“God is my help”.
“While preaching, he particularly insisted on the
equality of all people, despite caste differences. This
aroused the hatred of the
higher classes, and he was
arrested in 1749. After enduring increasing hardships, he
received the crown of martyrdom when he was shot on
January 14, 1752,” a note prepared by the Vatican earlier
had said.
Sites linked with his life
and death are in Kottar Diocese, in Kanyakumari district of Tamil Nadu.
Devasahayam was declared Blessed on December
2, 2012, in Kottar, 300 years
after his birth.
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General Studies Paper I

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

India and its neighbourhood- relations;
Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

K

Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M
N
O
P
Q

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

I
J

R
S

Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T
U
V
W
X

A
B
C

Various forces and their mandate;
Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D

Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

E
F
G

Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;

H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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