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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday referred to
the common cultural herit-
age of India and Nepal, and
said the Nepalese people
were “equally happy” that a
temple for Lord Ram was un-
der construction in Ayod-
hya. 

Addressing a gathering in
Lumbini, where he spoke
about the commonalities of
faith and traditions of both
sides, Mr. Modi said stronger
friendship between the two
countries was necessary to
deal with the challenges
emerging before the world. 

“I had said in Janakpur
that ‘Without Nepal, our
Lord Ram is also incom-
plete.’ I am aware that peo-
ple of Nepal are feeling
equally happy as an elegant
temple for Lord Shri Ram is
being built in India,” Mr. Mo-
di said in the speech to mark
the 2,566th Buddha Jayanti. 

‘Spiritual experience’
He praised Nepal for pre-
serving its ancient culture
and civilisation, and said,
“Visiting Nepal is not a polit-
ical matter for me, It gives
me a spiritual experience.”

He had referred to the
common links between the
two sides during his visit to
Janakpur in May 2018 when

he had described Nepal as
the abode of Lord Ram's con-
sort Sita.

Speaking in Nepali, Mr.
Modi said, “India-Nepal rela-
tion is as strong and as an-
cient as the Himalayas.”

He spent a day and of-
fered prayers in Lumbini, re-
garded as the birthplace of
Prince Siddhartha, who be-
came the Buddha. Mr. Modi
was welcomed at the airport

by Prime Minister Sher Baha-
dur Deuba and his spouse,
Arzu Rana Deuba. 

Soon after arriving in
Lumbini, Mr. Modi wor-
shipped at the Mayadevi
temple, which is revered as
the precise place of birth of
the Buddha. Next, he along
with Prime Minister Deuba
performed the shilanyas to
launch the construction of
the India International

Centre for Buddhist Culture
and Heritage in the Lumbini
Monastic Zone. “Once com-
pleted, the centre will be a
world-class facility welcom-
ing pilgrims and tourists
from all over the world to en-
joy the essence of spiritual
aspects of Buddhism,” the
External A�airs Ministry said
in a statement. 

Stronger India-Nepal ties a must to
face emerging challenges, says PM 
In Lumbini, Modi refers to the common cultural heritage of the two countries

Heritage links: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the foundation stone laying ceremony 
of a Buddhist centre in Lumbini, Nepal, on Monday. * PTI

Kallol Bhattacherjee
New Delhi
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Counter-terror o�cials of Pa-
kistan, Russia, China and
four Central Asian countries
met in Delhi on Monday at
the start of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation’s
Regional Anti-Terror Struc-
ture (SCO-RATS) talks, the
�rst such event in India since
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
and China’s transgressions at
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). 

The meeting, which was
closed to the press, is one of
a number of events planned
this year as India assumed its
role as Chairperson of the
SCO-RATS mechanism. 

In October this year, all
member countries will send
security forces personnel for
joint anti-terror exercises ex-
pected to be held at the Na-
tional Security Guard facility
in Manesar. While India and
Pakistan have close to no bi-
lateral engagement, both

countries make a point of at-
tending the nine-nation SCO
meetings, and last year, In-
dia had sent a delegation to
Pakistan to take part in the
2021 edition of the SCO-RATS
exercises. And all eyes will
be on 2023, when India is
due to host the SCO summit,
which could see leaders of
Pakistan and China partici-
pate, despite the tensions in
bilateral ties.

The National Security
Council Secretariat (NSCS)

under National Security Ad-
viser (NSA) Ajit Doval, which
organised the meeting that
included o�cials from the
Ministry of External A�airs
(MEA) and the Ministry of
Home A�airs (MHA), de-
clined to comment on the
agenda and expected out-
come of the meetings from
May 16 to 19.

Meanwhile, India reacted
sharply to a statement by the
Organisation for Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), of which

at least six of the countries
participating in Monday’s
SCO-RATS meetings are
members, which had criti-
cised the government’s pro-
posed moves on delimitation
of electoral constituencies in
Jammu & Kashmir.

“We are dismayed that the
OIC Secretariat has once
again made unwarranted
comments on the internal af-
fairs of India,” said the MEA
spokesperson in a state-
ment, “categorically reject-
ing” the 57-member group-
ing’s assertions.

“OIC should refrain from
carrying out its communal
agenda vis-à-vis India at the
behest of one country,” the
spokesperson added, in a
veiled reference to Pakistan.

Earlier in the day, the OIC
General Secretariat issued a
statement of “deep concern”
over what it called India’s at-
tempts to redraw the electo-
ral boundaries in Jammu &
Kashmir.

SCO terror meet starts, o�cials
from China, Pak., Russia in Delhi
India �ays Organisation for Islamic Cooperation statement on delimitation in J&K
Suhasini Haidar
New Delhi

Crucial meet: PM Narendra Modi meeting Chinese President Xi
Jinping during BRICS summit in Brazil in 2019. * PTI
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What was initially assumed
in New Delhi to be a
quick confrontation bet-

ween Russia and Ukraine, the war
in Europe is now raging on with no
end in sight, and with its long-term
implications yet unknown. As for
India, the initial phase of diplo-
matic rush is over and its geopolit-
ical options are shrinking as the
war drags on.

Diminishing options
For several weeks during late
March and April, it seemed as
though the Ukraine war presented
a number of geopolitical options
for New Delhi to choose from. The
high-pro�le visits to New Delhi,
the entreaties of these leaders for
Indian support for their positions
in the ongoing war, and India’s ba-
lancing act all seemed to propel
the country to the centre stage of
global attention.

And yet, instead of enhancing
New Delhi’s ability to make stra-
tegic choices in its broader region,
the Ukraine war may actually limit
the number of options available to
New Delhi for at least three rea-
sons: one, Russia as a key strategic
partner is no longer available to In-
dia for balancing purposes. Argua-
bly, into the third month of its Uk-
raine invasion, Moscow is more
dependent on India today than the
other way round. Two, Russia’s
sudden absence from the Asian
balance of power equations has
further enhanced Chinese in-
�uence in the region. By the time
the war ends, whatever may be the
shape of the global balance of
power, the regional balance of
power would have irretrievably

shifted in Beijing’s favour. Three,
given that the United States and its
western partners are more inter-
ested on the Ukraine theatre to-
day, their focus on China is already
taking a hit, if not yet on the Indo-
Paci�c. These factors, ipso facto,
will limit India’s regional geopolit-
ical options.

India’s biggest dilemma today is
not whether or not to continue its
engagement with Russia. That it
would engage Russia in the imme-
diate to medium term is clear. Ho-
wever, as a second-order fallout of
the Russian misadventure, New
Delhi has other dilemmas to worry
about in the medium to long term.

Growing China challenge
Managing the China challenge
continues to be New Delhi’s big-
gest concern. For sure, the China
challenge is not a product of the
Ukraine war per se, but it has
further complicated the China co-
nundrum for India. While the Uk-
raine war has strengthened and
revitalised the U.S.-led military
and political coalition globally, it is
bound to weaken the American in-
�uence in the Southern Asian re-
gion. While this process started
even before the war, the war will
quicken this process especially gi-
ven how its preoccupations with
the European theatre will further
shrink its interest in the Southern
Asian theatre. China is the biggest
bene�ciary of the U.S./western re-
trenchment from the region which
gives it a free hand in it. So, for
New Delhi, Moscow is no longer
available for its pursuit of its re-
gional interests, and the U.S.’s abil-
ity to produce favourable geopolit-
ical outcomes for India in the
region is shrinking as well.

For New Delhi then, the worry
is no longer about how to please
both sides in this war, but how to
manage a China that is attempting
to rapidly consolidate the region
under its in�uence. How has it
performed on that count so far?

Take the recent visit of the Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi to New
Delhi. Reports indicated that the
External A�airs Minister, S. Jaish-
ankar, and the National Security
Adviser, Ajit Doval, impressed
upon Mr. Wang that the normalisa-
tion of diplomatic and political ties
can only happen after the disen-
gagement of troops from the In-
dian side of the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC). But Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s decision to at-
tend the BRICS Summit in China
could potentially take the sting out
of New Delhi’s stern messaging to
Beijing. In other words, the harsh
tone adopted by Mr. Jaishankar
and Mr. Doval when responding to
Mr. Wang’s normalisation o�er
could arguably be weakened by
Mr. Modi’s attendance at the
BRICS summit, even if virtually.
But then, was it possible for New
Delhi, faced with limited geopoliti-
cal choices in the region resulting
from the Ukraine war, to have
shrugged o� the Chinese diplo-
matic overture?

Exploiting China-Russia ties
While there is little doubt that in
the longer run, a war-fatigued and
weakened Russia will become a ju-
nior partner to China, India today
does have an opportunity to get
Moscow to nudge Beijing to stop
its irredentism on the LAC. Con-
sider this. If the Chinese side, tak-
ing advantage of the Ukraine dis-
traction, heats up the LAC, India
would have to turn to the West and
the U.S. for support (political, di-
plomatic, intelligence, etc.). This
would invariably hurt Russian in-

terests. So it would make sense for
Moscow to request Beijing not to
activate the LAC while the Ukraine
war is still on. Mr. Wang’s visit to
New Delhi and his request to India
to get back to business as usual is
perhaps an indication that Beijing
also seeks to calm the tempers on
the LAC. While China may have
other reasons for seeking ‘normal-
cy’ with India (such as creating an
impression that China is consoli-
dating the South Asian region un-
der its leadership when the West
and the U.S. are busy with Uk-
raine), for Russia, it is important
that two of its Asian friends — Chi-
na and India — do not clash at least
while the war is still on.

While this may be a useful way
to manage the Chinese aggression
on the LAC in the short term, this
will depend on how China views
its dynamics with Russia and that
of Russia with India. Herein lies
the challenge for India. If China
were to stabilise the LAC at the
nudging of Russia, it would also ex-
pect India to go slow on the Indo-
Paci�c, something India can ill-af-
ford to do.

While, under normal circum-
stances, India could have utilised
the many inherent contradictions
between Moscow and Beijing, the
Ukraine war has suspended those
contradictions even if for the time
being. More so, there is little India
can do to enhance its geopolitical
engagement with Russia until the
war is over.

Consolidating Kashmir’s calm
India’s north-western continental
strategy, in particular towards Af-
ghanistan and Central Asia, too
will get complicated due to the Uk-
raine war. On the face of it and for
the time being, things seem advan-
tageous to India. Consider this.
For over a year now, the Line of
Control (LoC) with Pakistan is
calm and the violence in Kashmir
has come down. The primary rea-
son behind the current calm is be-

cause Pakistan was at �rst busy
with consolidating its gains from
the return of the Taliban, and now
dealing with the unpleasant fallout
from the Taliban’s return to Af-
ghanistan. More pertinently, New
Delhi’s presence from Afghanistan
has entirely disappeared. So, to
put it rather bluntly, it appears
that the calm in Kashmir and along
the LoC is a quid pro quo for the In-
dian withdrawal from Afghanis-
tan. This might appear to be a
good bargain; but it may not be so
in the longer run. If this is a bar-
gain New Delhi accepts, it will not
only mean giving up its strategic
interests in Afghanistan but also
reducing its engagement in the
Central Asian region as well at a
time China is making feverish in-
roads into the region, right in the
backyard of the Russian sphere of
in�uence.

The consequences arising out
of the Ukraine war will contribute
to it as well. Had Moscow not been
caught in the Ukraine war, it
would have fended o� Beijing’s at-
tempts to take over its backyard
(in one sense, China is doing to
Russia using economic means
what the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization has been doing to Rus-
sia using military means). During
the December summit, India and
Russia had decided on a number
of initiatives focusing on Central
Asia and Afghanistan. They are un-
likely to be revived anytime soon,
ceding further ground to China
and Pakistan.

The combined geopolitical im-
pact of the ill-timed U.S. withdra-
wal from Afghanistan, Russia’s Uk-
raine war, and the rapid expansion
of Chinese in�uence goes to show
how New Delhi’s geopolitical
choices have suddenly shrunk due
to the Ukraine war.

Happymon Jacob teaches India’s Foreign
Policy at the School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi

A war that is shrinking India’s geopolitical options 
The main worry now is about how to manage a China that is attempting to consolidate the region under its in�uence 

Happymon Jacob
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China’s Premier Li Keqiang
on Monday said ties with Pa-
kistan were “a priority” in
China’s diplomacy, during a
phone call with his Pakistani
counterpart Shahbaz Sharif.

Mr. Li also raised last
month’s suicide attack in Ka-
rachi in which three Chinese
teachers and a Pakistani na-
tional were killed, near a
Confucius Institute. Pakista-
ni media reports said all the
Chinese teachers at the insti-
tute had this weekend re-
turned to China in the wake
of the attack. 

‘Shocked and outraged’
Mr. Li said “the Chinese side
is shocked and outraged by
the recent attack on Chinese
nationals in Karachi, and
strongly condemns this ter-
rorist attack,” the o�cial
Xinhua news agency quoted
him as saying. 

It also added that the Chi-
nese Premier “hoped that
Pakistan will bring the per-
petrators to justice as soon
as possible, make every ef-
fort to handle follow-up mat-
ters, comfort the bereaved
families and the injured, and
comprehensively strengthen
security measures for Chi-
nese institutions and citi-
zens in Pakistan to ensure
that similar tragedies will

not happen again.”
His comments underlined

China’s security concerns
over its projects in Pakistan
under the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

The suicide attack last
month was carried out by a
Baloch group, while the big-
gest attack so far on Chinese
nationals, which claimed the
lives of nine Chinese citizens
last year who were working
on the Dasu hydropower
project, was reportedly car-
ried out by the Pakistani
Taliban.

Promote cooperation
Mr. Li said China “stands
ready to work with Pakistan
to strengthen strategic com-
munication” as well as “pro-
mote cooperation on such
major projects as the CPEC”. 

The o�cial Associated
Press of Pakistan said both
leaders “agreed that Pakis-
tan and China would not al-
low anyone to harm the
time-tested all-weather stra-
tegic cooperative partner-
ship between the two coun-
tries.” 

Mr. Sharif also “a�rmed
his government’s �rm re-
solve to fast-track both the
ongoing as well as the new
projects” under CPEC. 

Works to continue
Also on Monday, Pakistan’s
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal
told a Chinese media outlet
that work on CPEC would
continue regardless of the
attack in Karachi. 

He said both sides “must
be mindful that there are
some forces which are ene-
my of CPEC, which do not
want CPEC to move for-
ward,” adding that the Pakis-
tani government “devised a
strategy for greater coordi-
nation amongst all security
agencies and organisations
to ensure foolproof security
to the Chinese working on
CPEC projects.” 

“The best way to defeat
such forces,” Mr. Iqbal ad-
ded, “is not to let such inci-
dents impact the speed of
CPEC.”

Li Keqiang takes up issues of terror and economic corridor
Ananth Krishnan
Hong Kong

Li Keqiang expressed security
concerns over projects in
Pakistan under the CPEC.

In call with Sharif, China PM
says Pakistan ties ‘a priority’ 
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Sweden on Monday o�cially
announced it will apply for
NATO membership as a de-
terrent against Russian ag-
gression, entering a “new
era” as it reverses two centu-
ries of military non-align-
ment. 

“The government has de-
cided to inform NATO that
Sweden wants to become a
member of the alliance,”
Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson told presspersons
a day after neighbouring Fin-

land made a similar
announcement.

“We are leaving one era
and beginning another,” Ms.
Andersson said of the dra-
matic turnaround of her
country’s position less than
three months after Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.

Sweden and Finland have
both expressed a desire to
act in lockstep on NATO
membership. They are ex-
pected to submit their appli-
cations jointly this week.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin on Monday warned

that NATO’s expansion may
trigger a response from Mos-
cow. The expansion poses
“no direct threat for us... but
the expansion of military in-
frastructure to these territo-

Germany, France and the
Nordic countries, she added.

She expected “it shouldn’t
take more than a year” for
the alliance’s 30 members to
unanimously ratify Sweden’s
membership application.

Sweden's announcement
was expected after Ms. An-
dersson’s Social Democratic
Party on Sunday backed
membership, in a dramatic
U-turn after having opposed
the idea since the birth of the
Western military alliance.

The premier had earlier in
the day consulted Parliament
on the issue by convening a
debate. Six of eight parties in
Parliament are in favour of
membership. 

ries will certainly provoke
our response,” Mr. Putin said
during a televised summit
meeting of the Collective Se-
curity Treaty Organisation, a
Moscow-led military alliance. 

Security assurances 
Ms. Andersson acknow-
ledged Sweden would be
“vulnerable” in the interim
period before its application
is rati�ed. “We can’t exclude
that Sweden will be subject-
ed for example to disinfor-
mation and attempts to scare
and divide us,” she said. Ho-
wever, Stockholm had re-
ceived security assurances
from several key partners, in-
cluding the U.S., and Britain,

Sweden makes NATO bid o�cial, says entering ‘new era’
Prime Minister makes announcement,
a day after Finland President did so

Agence France-Presse
Stockholm

Sweden's PM Magdalena
Andersson at a press meet in
Stockholm on Monday.
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President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan on Monday con-
�rmed Turkey’s opposition
to NATO membership for
Finland and Sweden, again
accusing them of failing to
take a clear stance against
terrorism.

“We will not say ‘yes’ to
those (countries) who apply
sanctions to Turkey to join
security organisation NA-
TO,” Mr. Erdogan said. 

Sweden has suspended
any arms sales to Turkey
since 2019 over Ankara’s
military operation in neigh-
bouring Syria. 

Referring to the Swedish
and Finnish delegations’ in-
tentions to meet with Tur-
kish o�cials, Mr. Erdogan
said: “They say they will
come to Turkey on Monday.
Will they come to persuade
us? Excuse us, but they
shouldn’t bother.”

But Turkey has threa-
tened to block the alliance’s
expansion, accusing them
of harbouring terror groups
including outlawed Kurdish

militants, blacklisted by An-
kara, the EU and the United
States. Any membership bid
must be unanimously ap-
proved by NATO’s 30 mem-
bers. 

Position on terror
“Neither of the countries
have a clear stance against
terror organisations,” Mr.
Erdogan said. 

Sweden and Finland have
failed to respond positively
to Turkey’s 33 extradition
requests over the past �ve
years, Justice Ministry
sources told the o�cial Ana-
dolu news agency on
Monday.

Turkey has rebuked
Stockholm especially for
showing what it describes as
leniency towards the Kur-
distan Workers’ Party
(PKK), which has waged a
bloody insurgency against
the Turkish state since 1984.

U.S. Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken voiced con�-
dence on Sunday that Swe-
den and Finland would join
NATO despite Turkey’s
voiced concerns.

‘Will not back Finland
and Sweden’s NATO bid’
Erdogan makes Turkey’s stand clear
Agence France-Presse
Istanbul
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In India, the technical higher
education sector — dominated
by private players — can be best

understood only in market terms:
be it the exponential growth in in-
stitutions or in enrolment as well
the dynamics of the decisions
made by the regulatory bodies. It
is no accident that much of the
growth in the technical higher
education has been after 1991,
when the All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE) be-
came functional in its present
avatar.

Supply exceeds demand
During the three decades imme-
diately preceding the present (1961
to 1991), the number of technical
higher education institutions had
increased �ve times to go up from
53 to 277. During the same period,
enrolment in technical higher edu-
cation had increased six times —
0.37 lakh to 2.16 lakh. Importantly,
most of the growth has been in the
government sector. During the
past three decades (1991-2020) the
institutions have gone up by 40
times (at 10,990), with the intake
capacity rising 15 times to touch
32.85 lakh. Much of this expansion
has been in the private sector.

Going by the number of stu-
dents who appear for the joint en-

trance examination and other en-
trance tests conducted by various
agencies and di�erent higher edu-
cational institutions, the total de-
mand for technical higher educa-
tion appears to be no more than
20 lakh. Clearly, supply far ex-
ceeds the demand for technical
higher education, probably in the
hope that the supply would create
its own demand.

It is no wonder that a large num-
ber of technical institutions have
been saddled with sunk costs due
to their inability to �ll their sanc-
tioned seats. Their capacity utilisa-
tion has been falling for a long
time now to become 53.53% in
2020-21, as compared to 62.32% in
2012-13. Declining demand not-
withstanding, these institutions
have been adding more capacity,
though some market corrections
seem to have happened during the
past few years. The number of in-
stitutions and intake capacity in
2021-22 have come down to 8,997
and 30.87 lakh, respectively.

Student-teacher ratio
The AICTE prescribes a minimum
speci�c student-teacher ratio
(STR), ranging from 7.5 to 20, de-
pending on the type and level of
programmes and disciplines un-
der its domain. As an overwhelm-
ing majority of the institutions are
unable to admit students to capac-
ity, their STR, at least on paper,
has gone down from 5.5 in 2012-13
to 3.0 in 2020-21.

A lower STR could mean better
quality but in their case, this only
means higher cost adversely im-
pinging on their economic sustain-

ability. Their revenue models ad-
versely impacted, they are unable
to create quality infrastructure
and human resources and become
trapped in a vicious cycle of me-
diocrity. In market terms, they are
the price takers and should be
willing to o�er their products and
services at the lowest possible
prices.

In a typical market framework,
such businesses would either im-
prove their quality or slash their
prices to survive. Apparently, it
does not happen in the higher
education market, except during
the past two years when market
corrections led to a drop of 18.3%
and 6.01% in the number of institu-
tions and intake capacity,
respectively.

Appealing to the regulator
Instead, they prefer regulators
coming to their rescue. In the past
they urged doing away with the re-
quirements of a certain percen-
tage of marks in the school board.
Recently, they could convince the
regulator to abolish the condition
of studying science and mathemat-
ics at the senior secondary/inter-
mediate level in schools, though
the AICTE retracted from the deci-
sion quickly. Such suasions have

obviously been intended to widen
the catchment for admission. In-
stitutions have also been helped
by raising the STR — from 15 to 20
in the undergraduate programme
in engineering, for example.

The Veblen E�ect
These apart, technical higher edu-
cational institutions are di�eren-
tiated and highly hierarchical. The
Indian Institutes of Technology,
the National Institutes of Technol-
ogy, the Indian Institutes of Infor-
mation Technology, the Schools of
Planning and Architecture, the Na-
tional Institutes of Design, the Na-
tional Institute of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research and a few
select universities are the most
sought after. Taken together, they
can admit a maximum of 40,000
students. An equal number of
seats may be available in high
quality private institutions.

Being highly selective, they are
the price makers. Left to market
forces, they may resort to an ex-
ploitative pricing policy. They gen-
erally resist capacity expansion os-
tensibly out of fear of dilution in
quality. Arti�cial scarcity suits
them �ne and at times enables
them to use higher fees as a strate-
gy for brand building. After all, the
Veblen E�ect (what is expensive is
perceived to be excellent), is as ap-
plicable to higher education as it is
to luxuries.

Such institutions hate pricing
regulations that limit their ability
to charge as much as they wish.
They are naturally disappointed
with the news that the AICTE is
contemplating prescribing a ceil-

ing limit on fees that these institu-
tions can charge from their stu-
dents. A bulk of poor quality
institutions are happy about the
prospect of a certain minimum le-
vel of fees being made mandatory.

Steps for the AICTE
Technically, the AICTE is empo-
wered to take ‘all such steps as it
may think �t for the coordinated
and integrated development and
maintenance of standards’. Specif-
ically, it can “�x norms and guide-
lines for charging tuition and oth-
er fees” as well. But would it be
justi�ed to prescribe a speci�c
amount that must compulsorily be
charged from students? Will this
move not be construed as helping
the institutes bettering their ba-
lance sheets, rather than safe-
guarding the interest of students.
After all, the AICTE Act mandates
it “to take necessary steps to pre-
vent commercialisation of (in)
technical education”.

Finally, would it be advisable for
the AICTE to prescribe fees for all
technical higher educational insti-
tutions spread across the length
and breadth of the country? Can-
not it just provide a broad frame-
work and guidelines for determin-
ing the permissible level of fees?
The rest could be left to the State-
level fee �xation committees. This
would be in the true spirit of feder-
alism which expects States to be a
responsible partner in the
process.

Furqan Qamar is a former Adviser
(Education) in the Planning Commission
of India. The views expressed are personal

The technical higher education market dissected 
The AICTE should place the safeguarding of students’ interests before the commercialisation of education 
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NITI Aayog’s 2020-21 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) India Index detailed the
implementation of the United Nations’ SDGs
in the country, States and Union Territories
(UTs). It gave marks, between 0 and 100
points, to each region. In a signi�cant mark-
er of improvement, no State fared in the ‘As-
pirant’ category, the lowest in the index. All
the States managed to score above 50 points
in SDG implementation, with 13 States fea-
turing in the ‘Performer’ category and 15 in
the ‘Front Runner’ category (the second-
highest position). There was improvement in
the overall performance of the country to-
wards SDG implementation. India stepped
into the ‘Front Runner’ category with a score
of 66 points, though it dropped two ranks in
the ordinal scale. However, our neighbour-
ing countries performed better than us. In-
dia did well in implementing SDGs 6,7, 11 and
12, which are ‘clean water and sanitation’,
‘a�ordable and clean energy’, ‘sustainable
cities and communities’, and ‘sustainable
consumption and production’, respectively,
but did not do well in many others.

Odisha’s good show
While the national ranking dropped, Odisha
saw a three-point improvement in its overall
score and settled at 61 points. It topped in
the implementation of two SDGs — 13 and 14,
which are ‘climate action’ and ‘life below wa-
ter’, respectively. In the ‘climate action’ SDG,
which aims to integrate climate change and
disaster risk measures with sustainable natu-
ral resource management into national deve-
lopment strategies, the State scored 70
points. Its disaster preparedness pro-
gramme has been recognised multiple times
by di�erent UN agencies. Odisha managed to
save 120.07 tonnes of CO2 per 1,000 popula-
tion, by using LED bulbs, against India’s
28.04 tonnes. In the ‘life below’ water SDG,
which aims to conserve oceans, seas and ma-
rine resources by preventing marine pollu-
tion and illegal �shing practices, Odisha
scored 82. The State showed improved shore
water quality and saw a 3.19% increase in the
area under mangroves. Odisha’s rankings in
these two goals come across as a highlight
because, as per the Asia and the Paci�c SDG
Progress Report 2021, the Asia-Paci�c region
showed a decline/regression in its commit-
ment to goals 13 and 14 of the SDGs.

Odisha’s improvement in these two goals

and in the overall score can be attributed to
several factors. One of the most important is
that is has prioritised budgetary allocation
towards these sectors. In the FY2021 Budget,
the State introduced a Climate Budget, a
�rst-ever feature. While highlighting the im-
pact of climate change on various depart-
ments, including forests, �sheries, disaster
management and agriculture, the Budget
presented a way of tracking public expendi-
ture for a clean climate. Odisha has been
working in the area of climate change since
2010, when it put in place the State Action
Plan on Climate Change. This was revised for
2018-23 and is under implementation.

In FY2022, the Odisha government sub-
mitted a separate SDG Budget, once again a
�rst in India, indicating a signi�cant develop-
ment in its commitment towards implement-
ing the SDGs. The SDG Budget provides
cross-department linkages and shows the
State’s commitment towards implementing
SDG 4 (quality education), SDG 10 (reduced
inequalities), and SDG 2 (zero hunger).
These goals will be provided 16.8%, 15.4%,
and 10.2% of the SDG Budget, respectively.

Odisha also scored 83 points on SDG 15,
‘life on land’ (protecting, restoring and pro-
moting the sustainable use of terrestrial eco-
systems). The increased budgetary alloca-
tion towards �ood management and
irrigation has also led to robust disaster
prevention.

Hard work ahead
The NITI Aayog report presents myriad con-
cerns to policymakers. Even with a signi�-
cant improvement in many goals, India con-
tinues to be in the ‘Aspirant’ category for the
implementation of ‘gender equality’ and ‘ze-
ro hunger’. Many others, such as ‘no pover-
ty’, ‘quality education’, ‘decent work and
economic growth’, ‘industry, innovation and
infrastructure’, and ‘climate action’, need a
lot more work so that the country can be
pulled up to the ‘Front Runner’ category
from the ‘Performer’ category. Partnership
is the key to achieve this. The current level of
collaboration with States, UTs, civil society
organisations and businesses should be
further enhanced by overlooking any di�e-
rences in political ideologies. There is a need
to aggressively implement SDG localisation
e�orts at the district, panchayat and village
levels so that implementation feedback from
the �eld is available, besides enabling true
internalisation of the SDGs by the communi-
ty. Only work at the community level can
make SDGs truly achievable and deliverable.

Amar Patnaik is a Rajya Sabha MP from Odisha
representing the BJD, and a former CAG bureaucrat.
Views are personal

An eye on achieving SDGs 
Odisha has made good strides in implementing the ‘climate
action’ and ‘life below water’ sustainable developments goals 

Amar Patnaik
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Distribution of iron forti�ed
rice through government
schemes as a “silver bullet”
to curb anaemia must stop in
States such as Jharkhand
which have large tribal pop-
ulations that su�er from sick-
le-cell anaemia, thalassemia,
and tuberculosis, warn acti-
vists. For such people, an
overload of iron can create
adverse health issues, they
say.

In a fact-�nding exercise,
the activists discovered that
neither �eld functionaries
nor bene�ciaries had been

educated about the potential
harms, and there were no
warning labels despite the
food regulator’s rules on for-
ti�ed foods.

According to a report pre-
pared jointly by the Alliance
for Sustainable and Holistic
Agriculture (ASHA-Kisan
Swaraj) and the Right To
Food Campaign, Jharkhand,
where forti�ed rice is being
distributed under Central
government-funded
schemes such as the public
distribution system (PDS);
PM-Poshan (erstwhile mid-
day meal scheme) at schools;
and Integrated Child Deve-
lopment Services (ICDS or
anganwadi services), con-
sent is not being obtained
from bene�ciaries.

PDS dealers and frontline
workers too have not been
informed beforehand about

the potential harmful e�ects
of forti�ed rice.

The fact-�nding team dis-
covered that among the be-
ne�ciaries who received for-
ti�ed rice in the State were
also patients diagnosed with
thalassemia, sickle cell dis-
ease, and tuberculosis, and
there may be many more
who have been not diag-
nosed yet.

Thalassemia, sickle cell
anaemia and malaria are
conditions where there is al-
ready excess iron in the bo-
dy, whereas TB patients are
unable to absorb iron. Con-
sumption of iron-forti�ed
foods among patients of
these diseases can reduce
immunity and functionality
of organs.

Jharkhand is an endemic
zone of sickle cell disorder
and thalassemia, with a pre-

valence of 8%-10%, which is
twice the national average.
Jharkhand is also an endem-
ic zone for malaria — in
2020, the State ranked third
in the country in malaria
deaths.

“The right to informed
choices about one’s food is a
basic right. The right to
know what one is consuming
is also a basic right. In the
case of rice forti�cation, it is
seen that no prior informed
consent was ever sought
from the recipients,” notes
the report.

“There is a need for preci-
sion because no nutrient ta-
ken in excess will do you
good. Universal forti�cation
is not the answer for nutri-
tion de�ciencies,” said Dr.
Anura Kurpad, Professor, St.
John’s Medical College and
Hospital, Bengaluru.

Report �ags risk of forti�ed rice for some
Overload of iron
can cause health
problems for
tribal populations

Special Correspondent
New Delhi
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The story so far: On May 4, the Reserve
Bank of India, in a surprise move,
announced that the bank’s Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) had held an ‘o�-cycle’
meeting at which it had decided
unanimously to raise the “policy repo rate
by 40 basis points to 4.40%, with immediate
e�ect”. Citing ‘in�ation that was rising
alarmingly and spreading fast’ globally, amid
geopolitical tensions, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said that the MPC had
judged that the ‘in�ation outlook warranted
an appropriate and timely response through
resolute and calibrated steps to ensure that
the second-round e�ects of supply side
shocks on the economy were contained and
long-term in�ation expectations were kept
�rmly anchored’. Mr. Das added that the
RBI’s monetary policy response would help
preserve macro-�nancial stability amid
increasing volatility in �nancial markets.

What is the repo rate?
The repo rate is one of several direct and
indirect instruments that are used by the RBI
for implementing monetary policy.
Speci�cally, the RBI de�nes the repo rate as
the �xed interest rate at which it provides
overnight liquidity to banks against the
collateral of government and other approved
securities under the liquidity adjustment
facility (LAF). In other words, when banks
have short-term requirements for funds,
they can place government securities that
they hold with the central bank and borrow
money against these securities at the repo
rate. Since this is the rate of interest that the
RBI charges commercial banks such as State
Bank of India and ICICI Bank when it lends
them money, it serves as a key benchmark
for the lenders to in turn price the loans they
o�er to their borrowers.

Why is the repo rate such a crucial
monetary tool?
According to Investopedia, when

government central banks repurchase
securities from commercial lenders, they do
so at a discounted rate that is known as the
repo rate. 

The repo rate system allows central banks
to control the money supply within
economies by increasing or decreasing the
availability of funds.

How does the repo rate work?
Besides the direct loan pricing relationship,
the repo rate also functions as a monetary
tool by helping to regulate the availability of
liquidity or funds in the banking system. For
instance, when the repo rate is decreased,
banks may �nd an incentive to sell securities
back to the government in return for cash.
This increases the money supply available to
the general economy. Conversely, when the
repo rate is increased, lenders would end up
thinking twice before borrowing from the
central bank at the repo window thus,
reducing the availability of money supply in
the economy.

Since in�ation is, in large measure, caused
by more money chasing the same quantity of
goods and services available in an economy,
central banks tend to target regulation of
money supply as a means to slow in�ation.

What impact can a repo rate change
have on in�ation?
In�ation can broadly be: mainly demand
driven price gains, or a result of supply side
factors that in turn push up the costs of
inputs used by producers of goods and
providers of services, thus spurring in�ation,
or most often caused by a combination of
both demand and supply side pressures. 

Changes to the repo rate to in�uence
interest rates and the availability of money
supply primarily work only on the demand
side by making credit more expensive and
savings more attractive and therefore
dissuading consumption. However, they do
little to address the supply side factors, be it
the high price of commodities such as crude
oil or metals or imported food items such as
edible oils.

What other factors in�uence the repo
rate’s e�cacy?
There is also another aspect to consider.
Repo rate increases impact the real economy

with a lag. In February 2021, the RBI in its
annual ‘Report on Currency and Finance’
observed that “the challenge for an e�cient
operating procedure [of monetary policy] is
to minimise the transmission lag from
changes in the policy rate to the operating
target”, which in this case is the mandate to
keep medium-term in�ation anchored at 4%,
and bound within a tolerance range of 2% to
6%. 

The RBI noted in the report that there
were several channels of transmission, ‘the
interest rate channel; the credit or bank
lending channel; the exchange rate channel

operating through relative prices of
tradables and non-tradables; the asset price
channel impacting wealth/income accruing
from holdings of �nancial assets; and the
expectations channel encapsulating the
perceptions of households and businesses
on the state of the economy and its outlook’. 

“These conduits of transmission
intertwine and operate in conjunction and
are di�cult to disentangle,” the central bank
added, underscoring the challenges
monetary authorities face in ensuring that
changes to the repo rate actually help in
achieving the policy objective.

EXPLAINER 

How does the repo rate work? How does it a�ect the country’s in�ation and what are the factors that in�uence its e�cacy? 

The repo rate in India 
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RBI’s monetary policy response
would help preserve macro-�nancial
stability amid increasing volatility in
�nancial markets 

THE GIST
B The repo rate is the �xed
interest rate at which RBI
provides overnight liquidity
to banks against the
collateral of government
and other approved
securities under the liquidity
adjustment facility (LAF).

B The repo rate system
allows central banks to
control the money supply
within economies by
increasing or decreasing the
availability of funds.

B It also functions as a
monetary tool by helping to
regulate the availability of
liquidity or funds in the
banking system. 

Suresh Seshadri
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The Reserve Bank of India’s
interest rate increases may
not be able to ‘meaningfully’
cool prices while sacri�cing
growth, as almost three-
�fths of the spike in India’s
retail in�ation since Febru-
ary can be linked to the Uk-
raine-Russia con�ict, SBI’s
economic researchers wrote
in a report on Monday. 

“In a situation of incipient
demand recovery post CO-
VID, the question will be
whether growth could be a
large casualty in case of large
and persistent rate increas-
es, even as in�ation prints
will continue to be of serious
concern,” the SBI econo-

mists led by group chief eco-
nomic adviser Soumya Kanti
Ghosh wrote. 

In�ation measured by the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
hit a near eight-year high of
7.8% in April, with rural in-

�ation quickening to the
highest level in 96 months at
8.4%. The RBI, in an o�-cycle
meeting this month, raised
benchmark interest rates by
40 basis points.

“Against the continued in-

crease in in�ation, it is now
almost certain that RBI will
raise rates in forthcoming
June and August policy and
will take it to pre-pandemic
level of 5.15% by August,” Mr.
Ghosh noted.

“However, the important
challenge facing the central
bank remains whether in�a-
tion will tread down mea-
ningfully because of such
rate hikes if war related dis-
ruptions do not subside
quickly,” he added.

The State Bank of India
economists also cautioned
that wage growth, which had
remained soft so far, could
still feed into in�ation which
could then take time to mod-
erate despite rate increases.

‘Rate increases may not cool
price gains driven by war’ 
SBI economists say 59% of recent in�ation spike driven by Russia-Ukraine con�ict 
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Feeding through: ‘Almost three-�fths of the spike since
February are linked to the war’s impact on prices’. * V.V. KRISHNAN
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The migration of border vil-
lagers has added to the chal-
lenges the Indian Army has
been facing along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in try-
ing to match the rapid en-
hancement of infrastructure
and operational capabilities
by the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) of China.

Lieutenant-General Rana
Pratap Kalita, chief of the Ar-
my’s Eastern Command,
said this in Guwahati on
Monday, while asserting that
the partial withdrawal of the
Armed Forces (Special Pow-
ers) Act from three north-
eastern States has aided the
redeployment of troops on
the northern borders of the
eastern sector.

“Migration of people from
near the LAC in Arunachal
Pradesh has led to shortage
of people to work in those
areas. The outmigration to
the hinterland has been
compounded by the unwil-
lingness of people from out-
side to work in those di�cult
areas,” he said. For the Ar-
my, this has added to the
challenges of a tough terrain

along the unstable eastern
Himalayas and inclement
weather in developing in-
frastructure and operational
capabilities.

On the situation along the
Tibetan border, Lt. Gen. Kal-
ita said the complexities ar-
ise because of the di�erenc-
es in perception about the
line that has not been demar-
cated. “But we have mechan-
isms in place in accordance
with existing bilateral agree-
ments and protocols to de-
fuse tension and work to-
wards peace and
tranquillity,” he said.

China has developed a lot
of infrastructure in Tibet,
which includes railway lines
connecting border areas
with the Chinese hinterland
through Lhasa. They have al-

so constructed many high-
ways, certain roads in for-
ward areas that connect the
passes along the LAC, and
upgraded airports and heli-
pads, while additional areas
have been taken to ensure
the stationing of more air-
craft and helicopters, he
said. “We all are conscious of
these factors, are constantly
monitoring the develop-
ments across the border and
taking requisite steps to de-
velop infrastructure on our
side,” he said.

On the Nagaland’s Mon in-
cident that left 13 civilians
and a soldier dead on De-
cember 4, 2021, Lt. Gen. Kal-
ita said action would be ta-
ken according to the Army
Act against anyone found to
have committed lapses.

‘Border villagers’ migration a worry’
Eastern Command chief promises action against soldiers for lapses in Mon �ring

Lt.Gen. Rana Pratap Kalita

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati
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It’s now over �ve months since the
country’s �rst Chief of Defence Sta�
(CDS) General Bipin Rawat was killed in a
chopper crash in the Nilgris in Tamil
Nadu along with his wife and 12 other
military personnel onboard. The
Government is yet to announce a
successor to the country’s top military
post. The reason for the delay, o�cial
sources say, is because the Government is
reassessing the concept of the post as
well as the Department of Military A�airs
(DMA) and is looking to streamline the
setup.

What is the role of the Chief of
Defence Sta�?
The Government’s decision in 2019 to
create the post of a CDS, a long-pending
demand to bring in tri-service synergy
and integration, is the biggest top-level
military reform since independence. 

In December 2019, the Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had given approval to create the post of
CDS in the rank of a four-star General
with salary and perquisites equivalent to
a Service Chief and then Army Chief Gen.
Rawat was appointed to the post. 

The CDS would is also the Principal

Military Adviser to the Defence Minister
and Permanent Chairman Chiefs of Sta�
Committee (CoSC). 

In addition, the DMA was created as
the �fth department in the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) with the CDS functioning
as its Secretary.

The broad mandate of the CDS
includes bringing about jointness in
“operations, logistics, transport, training,
support services, communications,
repairs and maintenance of the three
Services, within three years of the �rst
CDS assuming o�ce.” 

He will act as the Principal Military
Adviser to Defence Minister on all
tri-Services matters. However, the three
Chiefs will continue to advise the Defence
Minister on matters exclusively
concerning their respective Services,” a
Government statement had said while
adding that the CDS will not exercise any
military command, including over the
three Service Chiefs.

The CDS is also meant to bring about
synergy and optimise procurements,
training and logistics and facilitate
restructuring of military commands for
optimal utilisation of resources by
bringing about jointness in operations,
including through establishment of joint/
theatre commands. The CDS will also
evaluate plans “for ‘Out of Area
Contingencies’, as well other
contingencies such as Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR),”
o�cials had stated. The specialised
tri-service divisions — special operations,
defence cyber and defence space — were
also brought under the ambit of the CDS.

Interestingly, while capital
procurements are still with the DoD, the
prioritisation is with the CDS. In the last
three years, the Government had also
announced a series of measures to cut
down on defence imports and promote

indigenous defence manufacturing.

Why the rethink?
O�cial sources said that with the
experience of the last few years of having
a CDS, there is a rethink that the
appointment of a CDS in itself wasn’t
enough and there are several issues with
respect to roles and responsibilities,
issues of equivalence among others.
“This made the Government pause, look
back and reassess the entire reform
process,” one o�cial said on condition of
anonymity. There is also dichotomy in
the roles and responsibilities with the
several hats worn by the CDS and also
overlap in responsibilities between the
DMA and DoD, o�cials stated while also
adding that there is also a rethink on the
ambitious timelines set for the creation of
theatre commands and also the number
of commands and their envisaged format.

While several options are being looked
at, one of the ways to go forward would
be to have a CDS with operational powers
who will after due legislative changes
have theatre commanders report to him
while the Service Chiefs will look after
the raise, train and sustain functions of
respective Services, an o�cial said. In
this direction, it is being looked at if the
Chief of Integrated Defence Sta� to the

Chairman, Chiefs of Sta� Committee
(CISC) can function as the Secretary DMA
reporting directly to the CDS.

What has been the progress on
theatre commands?
An ambitious agenda was set for the �rst
CDS to reorganise the Indian armed
forces into integrated theatre commands,
which would be the biggest
reorganisation of the military in 75 years
and fundamentally change the way the
three services operate together. Extensive
studies were carried out by the Vice
Chiefs of three Services on the theatre
commands — land-based Western and
Eastern theatre commands, maritime
theatre command and an integrated air
defence command. Gen. Rawat had
stated that the Army’s Northern
Command would be left out of the ambit
for now and integrated at a later stage. 

However, di�erences continue to
remain on certain aspects with the Air
Force having some reservations with
regard to the air defence command and
the naming and rotation of the theatre
commands among others. Additional
studies were ordered, which are
currently underway but the overall
process has stalled in the absence of a
CDS and continued di�erences.

Chief of Defence Sta� and top-level military reforms 
What is the key role of CDS? Why is the government looking to streamline the post and the functions of the Department of Military A�airs? 

EXPLAINER 

Dinakar Peri

THE GIST
B In December 2019, the
Union Cabinet had given
approval to create the post
of CDS in the rank of a
four-star General and then
Army Chief Gen Rawat was
appointed for the post. 

B The mandate of the CDS
includes bringing about
jointness in “operations,
logistics, transport, training,
support services,
communications, repairs and
maintenance of the three
Services, within three years
of the �rst CDS assuming
o�ce.”

B There is now a dichotomy
in the roles and
responsibilities with the
several hats worn by the
CDS and also overlap in
responsibilities between the
DMA and DoD
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The Navies of India and
France concluded their se-
cond joint patrolling in the
southwestern Indian Ocean
last week, while an Austra-
lian P-8 maritime patrol air-
craft is expected in India
next month on a reciprocal
visit, underscoring India’s
continued focus on expand-
ing maritime surveillance
and anti-submarine warfare
cooperation in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR).

Diplomatic sources told
The Hindu that during the
�ve days from May 9 to 13, an
Indian Navy P-8I aircraft was
deployed from the French is-
land of La Reunion to carry
out “joint surveillance and
patrolling operations” with
the French Navy in the
southwestern Indian Ocean.

Two French Floréal-class

surveillance frigates, the Flo-
réal and the Nivôse, took
part in the deployment, with
focus on anti-smuggling, a
diplomatic source said. 

“In order to increase the
level of interoperability,
French sailors were taken
onboard the P-8I,” the
source said.

Noting that it is the se-
cond time that France and
India have carried out “joint
patrolling” out of La Reu-
nion, the source added,
“This type of operation de-
monstrates how Indo-
French naval cooperation
serves as net security provid-
er in the region.”

In a statement last week,
the Indian Navy said, “Dur-
ing the deployment... the P8I
aircraft will engage with
French warships operating
in the region and undertake
coordinated surveillance

missions in the area to en-
hance maritime safety and
security in the Southern In-
dian Ocean, including the
Mozambique Channel.”

As reported by The Hindu
in March 2020, India and
France had conducted their
maiden week-long joint pa-
trols from Reunion Island.

In the backdrop of in-

creasing Chinese naval pre-
sence in the IOR, maritime
domain awareness (MDA)
and anti-submarine warfare
(ASW) cooperation has
emerged as a top priority for
India and the Quad coun-
tries both in a bilateral and
also in the Malabar naval
exercise.

Last month, an Indian Na-

vy P-8I from INAS 312 ‘Alba-
tross’ squadron was in Dar-
win, Australia, where it
participated in coordinated
operations in “ASW and sur-
face surveillance” to en-
hance MDA with P-8 aircraft
of the Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF). 

“An Indian Navy P-8I Nep-
tune worked with one of our
P-8A Poseidons in mid-April
over several days to conduct
coordinated maritime sur-
veillance patrols in the wa-
ters to our north, in another
chapter of the enduring In-
dia-Australia security part-
nership,” the RAAF said on
LinkedIn.

The RAAF is expected to
pay a reciprocal visit likely in
June, defence and diplomat-
ic sources said. In January
this year, an Indian Navy P-8I
participated in the multina-
tional ASW Exercise Sea Dra-

gon-22 at Guam in the U.S.
that saw the participation of
the Quad countries, Canada,
and South Korea.

Indian Navy operates 12
Boeing P-8Is in two squa-
drons located at Arakkonam
in Tamil Nadu and INS Han-
sa, Goa. A proposal for six
more aircraft has been de-
ferred for now by the De-
fence Ministry. “P-8I gives In-
dian Navy the reach and
capability to undertake ASW
missions far away and also
�exibility which has been
demonstrated on several oc-
casions,” a source noted.
French Minister for the
Armed Forces Florence Par-
ly during her visit to India in
December made a reference
for expanding cooperation
in the region and said that
there were many tensions in
the Indian Ocean, especially
in the eastern part of Africa. 

Indian and French Navies jointly patrol Indian Ocean
India continues focus on expanding maritime surveillance and anti-submarine warfare cooperation in the region

Maritime operation: Indian Navy and French Navy personnel
at La Reunion Island on May 9. * TWITTER/@INDIANNAVY

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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