


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.



CONTENTS

Editorials - Symbolism and beyond  GSP 02 A

News - Finland, Sweden to submit NATO membership bid today  GSP 02 C

News - G-7 likely to increase pressure to reverse wheat export ban  GSP 02 C

News - Marital rape petition filed in SC appealing HC’s split verdict  GSP 02 E

News - Wholesale inflation quickened to record high of 15.1% in April  GSP 03 A

Editorials - Boon to ban How the wheat export story changed in two month  GSP 03 G

News - Improving cold chain systems  GSP 03 G

News - It is Navy’s primary objective to keep Indo-Pacific safe Rajnath  GSP 03 M

News - Avian enthusiasts flock together for Himalayan exercise  GSP 03 P

News - Changes to biodiversity law will weaken it Jairam Ramesh  GSP 03 P



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

India’s current regime has a penchant for symbolism
and optics, a tendency that becomes more pro-
nounced when the symbolism is religious. So it was

not a surprise that Prime Minister Narendra Modi made
a short visit to Lumbini in Nepal on Buddha Jayanti.
Lumbini, in Buddhist tradition, is the birthplace of Gau-
tama Buddha and Mr. Modi along with his Nepali coun-
terpart laid the foundation stone for the India Interna-
tional Centre for Buddhist Culture and Heritage in the
Lumbini Monastic Zone. The Centre will play a role in
challenging the preponderance of the Chinese sponsor-
ship and patronage of the Buddhist festivals and institu-
tions in the area. It could also be a harbinger of a fo-
cused development of the area into a tourist and
cultural hub for pilgrims and other visitors. To that end,
the PM’s visit would have been welcomed by his Nepali
counterpart. With the PM also unequivocally asserting
that Lumbini was the birthplace of Gautama Buddha,
who was born as Siddhartha, this should put to rest a
needless irritant in the India-Nepal relations, with some
hyper-nationalist Nepalis claiming that the Indian go-
vernment had a di�erent belief on the Buddha’s origins.
The visit also coincided with the signing of a few MoUs,
the most prominent being the development and imple-
mentation of the Arun-4 hydropower project. The PM’s
visit followed his counterpart Sher Bahadur Deuba’s
trip to India in April, which thawed relations after a se-
ries of controversial steps (during the tenure of Mr. Deu-
ba’s predecessor, K.P. Oli) on the Kalapani dispute.

Mr. Modi’s speech in Lumbini sought to highlight the
strong cultural ties between the two countries, which
already share a special relationship, cemented by the
Treaty of Peace and Friendship signed in 1950. There
are several irritants that have developed, straining this
relationship, and for now there seems to be a concerted
attempt by both regimes to return to bonhomie, with
the Indian government seeking to utilise “religious di-
plomacy” as a means to emphasise the special relation-
ship. But there have been signi�cant changes in Nepal’s
political-economy, in particular a substantial reduction
in the Nepali youths’ dependence on the Indian econo-
my as compared to the past. Beyond a soft power em-
phasis on cultural ties, India-Nepal relations need to
graduate to a more meaningful partnership on econom-
ic and geopolitical issues, with the Indian government
continuing to retain a substantial role in partnering the
Nepali regime in development projects. The challenge
is to utilise the return of bonhomie in ties to refocus on
work related to infrastructure development in Nepal,
which includes hydropower projects, transportation
and connectivity, and which could bene�t the citizens
of the adjoining States in India as well. Symbolism, after
all, is useful only to a certain extent.

Symbolism and beyond 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to

Lumbini served a useful but limited purpose 
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Finland and Sweden will
submit their bids to join NA-
TO together on Wednesday,
the two Nordic countries an-
nounced, despite Turkey’s
threat to block the military
alliance’s expansion.

“I’m happy we have taken
the same path and we can do
it together,” Ms. Andersson
said on Tuesday during a
press conference with Fin-
nish President Sauli Niinisto.

The moves by the two
Nordic countries, ending
Sweden’s more than 200
years of military nonalign-
ment and Finland’s non-
alignment after Second
World War, have provoked
the ire of the Kremlin. 

While most NATO mem-
bers are keen to welcome
the two countries as quickly
as possible, Turkey has po-
tentially complicated their
accession by saying it cannot

allow them to become mem-
bers because of their per-
ceived inaction against ex-
iled Kurdish militants. 

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Monday
doubled down on comments
last week indicating that the
two Nordic countries’ path
to NATO would be anything
but smooth. All 30 current
NATO countries must agree
to open the door to new
members. He accused the
two Nordic countries of re-
fusing to extradite “terro-
rists” wanted by his country. 

In Stockholm, Swedish
Foreign Minister Ann Linde
signed the formal request to
join the Alliance, which she
said would be sent to NATO
Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg.

Niinisto visits Sweden 
“It feels like we have taken a
decision that is the best for
Sweden,” she said while

signing the document.
Mr. Niinisto was in Swe-

den for an o�cial two-day
visit and was welcomed by
Sweden’s King Carl XVI Gus-
taf and Queen Silvia, who
had invited him. Mr. Niinisto
addressed Sweden’s Parlia-
ment and said, “we took
peace for granted; on Febru-
ary 24 the peace was bro-
ken.” 

“Our old ways of handling
things no longer correspond
to the new situation,” Mr. Ni-
inisto told Swedish lawmak-
ers. “Our relations with Rus-
sia have changed.”

He also spoke about Mr.
Erdogan’s comments, saying
they were “surprising and
interesting.” 

“Turkey’s statements
have changed and tough-
ened very quickly in recent
days, but I am sure that we
will resolve the situation
with the help of constructive
talks,” Mr. Niinisto said.

Finland, Sweden to submit
NATO membership bid today
Turkey says it cannot allow them to become members 
Associated Press
Stockholm
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Members of the G-7 coun-
tries are expected to appeal
to India to reverse the ban
on wheat exports during the
upcoming G-7 summit ( June
26-28) in Germany which is
likely to be attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. 

The information about
the G-7’s stance towards the
ban of wheat exports came
as India sent Minister of
State for External A�airs V.
Muralidharan to participate
in a high-level ministerial
meeting in New York on
“Global food security - call to
action”. Sources have told
The Hindu that as the future
G-20 chair, India has impor-
tant responsibilities to en-
sure food security, especial-
ly in the backdrop of the
Ukraine crisis that has dis-
rupted global agriculture
supply network. 

The issue of India’s wheat

export ban is likely to domi-
nate at the global food secur-
ity meeting which will be
hosted by U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on
Wednesday at the UN. 

The mood at the UN Se-
curity Council was conveyed
by the U.S. envoy to the UN
Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Green�eld who said the U.S.
is asking other countries to
avoid stopping wheat ex-
ports and added, “India will
be one of the countries parti-

cipating in our meeting at
the Security Council, and we
hope that they can, as they
hear the concerns being
raised by other countries,
that they would reconsider
that position”.

The consultation between
India and the G-7 countries
will continue in the run-up
to the summit in Germany.
Dammu Ravi, Secretary of
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, will participate in the
G-7 development ministers
meeting on Wednesday in
Berlin where the issue of
food security is expected to
dominate. The meeting is
likely to produce a proposal,
but India may not endorse
the document. The hint of
the coming pressure from
the G-7 was felt by the Indian
side during the recently con-
cluded Prime Ministerial vi-
sit to Germany, Denmark
and France when the talks
with the counterparts were
“dominated” by the Ukraine
crisis. 

G-7 likely to increase pressure
to reverse wheat export ban
India to participate in high-level meeting on food security
Suhasini Haidar 
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Sacks of wheat at APMC
Wholesale Market in
Ahmedabad. * VIJAY SONEJI 



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

Editorials - Symbolism and beyond  GSP 02 A

News - Finland, Sweden to submit NATO membership bid today  GSP 02 C

News - G-7 likely to increase pressure to reverse wheat export ban  GSP 02 C

News - Marital rape petition filed in SC appealing HC’s split verdict  GSP 02 E

News - Wholesale inflation quickened to record high of 15.1% in April  GSP 03 A

Editorials - Boon to ban How the wheat export story changed in two month  GSP 03 G

News - Improving cold chain systems  GSP 03 G

News - It is Navy’s primary objective to keep Indo-Pacific safe Rajnath  GSP 03 M

News - Avian enthusiasts flock together for Himalayan exercise  GSP 03 P

News - Changes to biodiversity law will weaken it Jairam Ramesh  GSP 03 P

A petition was �led in the Su-
preme Court appealing the
Delhi High Court’s split ver-
dict in the marital rape case.

The judges of the High
court had di�ered in the car-
dinal issue whether men can
face the charge of rape for
forcing themselves on their
wives.

The case primarily deals
with bodily autonomy, pri-
vacy and the right to dignity
in marriage.

Though split in their opi-
nions on the subject, Justice

Rajiv Shakdher and Justice
C. Hari Shankar had allowed
the petitioners to move the
top court for an authorita-
tive view on the issue.

While Justice Shakdher,
who headed the High Court
Bench, favoured striking
down the marital rape ex-
ception for being “unconsti-
tutional” and said it would
be “tragic if a married wo-
man’s call for justice is not
heard even after 162 years”
since the enactment of the
Indian Penal Code, Justice
Shankar said the exception
under the rape law is not

“unconstitutional and was
based on an intelligible
di�erentia”.

Plea against exception
The petitioners had chal-
lenged the constitutionality
of the marital rape excep-
tion under Section 375 IPC
(rape) on grounds that it dis-
criminated against married
women who are sexually as-
saulted by their husbands. 

Under the exception, sex-
ual intercourse or sexual
acts by a man with his wife,
the wife not being minor, is
not considered rape. 

Marital rape: petition �led in
SC appealing HC’s split verdict
Legal Correspondent
New Delhi
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In�ation in wholesale prices
quickened to 15.1% in April,
the fastest pace in the cur-
rent data series, driven lar-
gely by a spike in fuel and
food prices, especially of
perishables such as fruits,
vegetables and milk. The
rate was 14.5% in March.

The previous in�ation re-
cord in the current series of
the Wholesale Price Index
using 2011-12 as base year
was 14.9% in November
2021. There was negligible
base e�ect at work as whole-
sale price in�ation stood at
10.7% last April.

“The all-time high level of
wholesale price in�ation in

April was driven by the rise
in prices across the board,
with manufactured products
and fuel and power leading
the charge,” said CARE Rat-
ings chief economist Rajani
Sinha. Producers are expect-

ed to pass on rising costs to
consumers, which could
push retail in�ation even
higher from the 95-month
high of 7.8% seen in April.

Fuel and power in�ation
quickened to 38.7% last

month, from March’s 34.5%,
while manufactured pro-
ducts in�ation inched up to
10.9%, from 10.7%, and food
price in�ation ticked up to
8.9%, from 8.7%.

Primary articles were the
only group to see a decelera-
tion in in�ation, easing a tad
to 15.45%, from 15.54% in
March. Petrol and diesel re-
gistered a rise of 60.6% and
66.1%, respectively. Among
food items, in�ation in pota-
toes was at 19.8%, while ve-
getables hit 23.2%. 

Fruit prices clocked 10.9%
in�ation, slightly faster than
the 10.6% reported in March.
Wheat prices rose 10.7% as
per o�cial data, cooling o�
from March’s 14% pace.

Wholesale in�ation quickened
to record high of 15.1% in April
Price gains at the highest level in current data series spurred by fuel, food costs
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Withering heights: The heatwave sent prices of perishables
such as fruits and vegetables soaring. * SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 
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The story so far: On May 13, the
government e�ectively banned the
export of wheat.

What happened?
On March 25, to a supplementary
question raised by Congress leader
Anand Sharma in the Rajya Sabha
regarding improving wheat exports,
given that Russia and Ukraine the two
large exporters of the commodity were in
the middle of a war, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal answered
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi wants
the �avour of India's wheat to capture the
entire world's taste buds. 

The Minister said that "we are working
on the track of increasing our wheat
exports to the current importers.
Agriculture Ministry is in dialogue with
various countries for the process to be
speeded up and expedited so that newer
markets for wheat can be sought."

The e�orts to increase wheat exports
continued even as recently as May 12
when the Centre decided to send trade
delegations to Morocco, Tunisia,
Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand,
Vietnam, Turkey, Algeria and Lebanon to
"explore possibilities of boosting wheat
exports," a PIB press release said. 

However, food security campaigners

had insisted on a cautious approach from
the start. 

Their reasons were two-fold. They
argued that ensuring the stability of
prices in India and the availability of
grain for internal consumption should be
the top two priorities for the Indian

government than increasing exports. The
increase in exports should not be done at
the cost of domestic consumption,
especially with the recent expansion of
the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) program, they
cautioned. 

Why were wheat exports banned? 
Eventually, the food security experts'
warnings came true. 

On May 4, the government revised
down its wheat production estimates
from 111.32 million tonnes (MT) to 105 MT
for the crop year ending June. According
to the Press Trust of India, 18 MT of
wheat were procured till May 14 of the
ongoing 2022-23 marketing year, much
less than the 36.7 MT in the year-ago
period. 

So, the decrease in production
estimates and a considerable fall in wheat
procurement raised concerns that
domestic consumption may get
impacted. Moreover, the local prices
started to rise. In March, the wholesale
in�ation of wheat crossed the 14% mark,
though it eased a bit to about 10% in
April. 

In April, retail in�ation of wheat �our
accelerated to 9.59% from an already
higher 7.77% in March. As of May 17, the
average retail price of wheat �our was
₹33.05 per kg. The maximum price had
touched ₹59/kg. 

Both these factors forced the
government to ban wheat exports on May
13, two days after the decision to send
delegates to nine countries to explore the
option of enhancing exports was taken.
The Centre relaxed its export ban order
on Tuesday by allowing consignments

that were registered in the Customs
Department’s systems and handed over
for examination on or prior to May 13.
They have also allowed a consignment
headed for Egypt. 

What led to the decrease in
production?
The extreme temperatures recorded in
March and April, across north India, were
the reason behind the sudden
turnaround of the government. 

For instance, across Punjab, between
April 8 and 14, the maximum
temperature was over 6°C higher than the
usual, compared to the long period
average. The actual maximum
temperatures have been consistently
hovering over the 40°C mark across the
State in April. The extreme heat led to a
marked decrease in wheat yields across
north India. For instance, in Punjab, crop
cutting experiments showed that the
wheat productivity was below 18 quintals
per acre this year, down from the average
yield of 19.7 quintals per acre last year. 

Hence, the wheat arrivals in Punjab's
mandis were 20% lower in the �rst
twenty days of the 2022 season
compared to the same period in 2021. In
the �rst twenty days, 73 lakh metric
tonnes of wheat had reached the mandis
in 2022, compared to the 92.4 lakh
recorded in 2021.

Boon to ban: How the wheat export story changed in two months 
What were the reasons for this sudden decision by the Government? 

EXPLAINER 

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

THE GIST
B As Russia and Ukraine,
the largest exporters of
wheat were at war, India
has been looking forward to
�ll this gap by boosting its
own exports.

B However, food security
campaigners insisted on a
cautious approach. They
argued that ensuring the
stability of prices and the
availability of grain for
internal consumption should
be the top two priorities
than increasing exports.

B The extreme
temperatures recorded in
March and April, across
North India, were the reason
behind the sudden
turnaround of the
government, forcing them
to ban wheat exports.
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The pandemic has taught us a great deal. We
have all become familiar with terms such as
variants, waves, vaccine supply chains and
quarantine. It has also encouraged an inter-
est in preventive health technology, especial-
ly in vaccines. This interest is understanda-
ble, given that India accounts for the second
highest caseload of COVID-19 globally. Once
the vaccines were available, the nation had
to take on the task of rolling out one of the
largest vaccination drives in the world; this
of course, is not new to India.

India’s Universal Immunisation Pro-
gramme (UIP), launched in 1985 to deliver
routine immunisation, showcased its
strengths in managing large-scale vaccine
delivery. This programme targets close to
2.67 crore newborns and 2.9 crore pregnant
women annually. To strengthen the pro-
gramme’s outcomes, in 2014, Mission In-
dradhanush was introduced to achieve full
immunisation coverage of all children and
pregnant women at a rapid pace — a com-
mendable initiative.

But the pandemic reminded us that vac-
cines alone do not save lives, vaccination
does. While we have, over the years, set up a
strong service delivery network, the pan-
demic showed us that there were weak links
in the chain, especially in the cold chain,
which needs to be robust and seamless.

Cold chain management
The success of any sustainable vaccination
programme relies on many factors. A key
factor is cold chain management because
when this fails, the potency or e�ectiveness
of the vaccine is wasted. Nearly half the vac-
cines distributed around the world go to
waste, in large part due to a failure to proper-
ly control storage temperatures. In India,
close to 20% of temperature-sensitive health-
care products arrive damaged or degraded
because of broken or insu�cient cold
chains, including a quarter of vaccines. Was-
tage has cost implications and can delay the
achievement of immunisation targets.

Here, India has strong foundations to
build upon. India’s UIP comprises upwards
of 27,000 functional cold chain points of
which 750 (3%) are located at the district le-
vel and above; the remaining 95% are locat-
ed below the district level. The COVID-19
vaccination e�orts relied on the cold chain

infrastructure established under the UIP to
cover 87 crore people with two doses of the
vaccine and over 100 crore with at least a sin-
gle dose. This e�ort was supported by the go-
vernment’s cloud-based digital platform Co-
WIN, which helps to facilitate registration,
immunisations and appointments, and is-
sues digital vaccine certi�cates, highlighting
the bene�ts of digitisation.

The Health Ministry has been digitising
the vaccine supply chain network in recent
years through the use of cloud technology,
such as with the Electronic Vaccine Intelli-
gence Network (eVIN). Developed with sup-
port from Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and im-
plemented by the UN Development
Programme through a smartphone-based
app, the platform digitises information on
vaccine stocks and temperatures across the
country. This supports healthcare workers
in the last mile in supervising and maintain-
ing the e�ciency of the vaccine cold chain.

The role played by supportive infrastruc-
ture for cold chain such as a regular supply
of electricity cannot be underplayed. In this
regard, there is a need to improve electri�ca-
tion, especially in the last mile, for which the
potential of solar-driven technology must be
explored to integrate sustainable develop-
ment. For instance, in Chhattisgarh, 72% of
the functioning health centres have been so-
larised to tackle the issue of regular power
outages. This has signi�cantly reduced dis-
ruption in service provision and increased
the uptake of services.

Building back better and stronger
COVID-19, which disrupted supply chains
across countries and in India too, marks an
in�ection point in the trajectory of immuni-
sation programmes. As we recover from the
pandemic, there is an opportunity for us to
pivot to newer mechanisms that can help de-
velop unbroken and resilient cold chain sys-
tems and thus augment the immunisation
landscape. Going forward, this will be the
only way to ensure access to the last mile
with life-saving vaccines, in time.

As we re�ect on the learnings from the
pandemic, it is imperative that we look to-
wards a future where the critical arteries
that comprise the supply chain of immunisa-
tion facilities be strengthened. India has pio-
neered many approaches to ensure access to
public health services at a scale never seen
before. Robust cold chain systems are an in-
vestment in India’s future pandemic prepa-
redness; by taking steps towards actionable
policies that improve the cold chain, we have
an opportunity to lead the way in building
back better and stronger.

C.K. Mishra is Former Secretary, Government of India

Improving cold chain systems 
Robust cold chain systems are an investment in India’s
future pandemic preparedness 

C.K. Mishra
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The Indo-Paci�c region is
important for the economy
of the whole world, and In-
dia being a responsible mari-
time stakeholder in the re-
gion, it is the primary
objective of our Navy to keep
the Indo-Paci�c open, safe
and secure, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh said on
Tuesday, noting that global
security, border disputes
and maritime dominance
have led nations around the
world to modernise their
militaries.

“If a country wants to sa-
feguard its national inter-
ests, it should project its mil-
itary prowess in areas far
beyond the mainland. If a
country has aspirations to
become a regional or global
power, it is necessary to de-
velop a strong Naval force.
Government is making all ef-
forts in this direction. We
want to make a strong, se-
cure and prosperous India,

which is recognised as a glo-
bal power,” said Mr. Singh.

He was speaking at the
launch of two frontline war-
ships at Mazagon Docks Li-
mited (MDL) in Mumbai —
Surat, the fourth and last
ship of Project-15B des-
troyers, and Udaygiri, the
third ship of Project-17A
stealth frigates.

“Udaygiri and Surat are
the shining examples of In-
dia’s growing indigenous
capability. The warships will
be among the most techno-

logically advanced missile
carriers in the world, that
will cater to the present as
well as future requirements.
In the times to come, we will
not only ful�l our own
needs, but will also meet the
shipbuilding requirements
of the world. We will soon
realise Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s vision of
‘Make in India, Make for the
World’,” Mr. Singh said.

“We support consensus-
based principles and peace-
ful, open, rule-based and
stable maritime order.”

Mr. Singh stated that the
ever-evolving security scena-
rio in the Indian Ocean and
the Indo-Paci�c region
would demand an even
more important role for the
Indian Navy in the times to
come and called for devising
policies that focus on bol-
stering the country’s pre-
sence in the region, its role
during disasters, economic
well-being and carrying for-
ward foreign policy.

He launches frontline warships Surat and Udaygiri
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Warship Udaygiri launched
by Rajnath Singh at Mazagon
Dockyard. * EMMANUAL YOGINI

It is Navy’s primary objective to
keep Indo-Paci�c safe: Rajnath
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Uttarakhand reported the
highest number of bird
species, at 293, while the
highest number of checklists
(lists of birds seen and heard
by birdwatchers), at 192, was
uploaded from Jammu &
Kashmir, according to the
primary report from
birdwatchers in the
Himalayan regions of India,
Nepal and Bhutan who
came together for a unique
inter-country exercise to
document as many birds of
the mountain range as

possible. The exercise was
undertaken on May 14 and a
total of 607 species were
documented in just one day. 

“Birdwatchers from
Ladakh, including members
of the Wildlife Conservation
and Birds Club of Ladakh,
spread out in various
regions of Ladakh and
uploaded 182 checklists. A
checklist includes birds seen
and heard. Birders from
Jammu and Kashmir
uploaded 192 checklists.

In just 36 checklists,
birdwatchers from Sikkim
recorded 157 species.

Similarly, 50 checklists
yielded a whopping 234
species in Arunachal
Pradesh, said Gala Mittal
from Bird Count India.

In India, the event was
con�ned to Ladakh, Jammu
and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, northwest Bengal
and Arunachal Pradesh. In
many places, birders took
groups of people out for
birdwatching.

Bird Count India is an
informal partnership of
organisations and groups
interested in documenting
and monitoring India’s
birds. The initiative
encourages birdwatchers to
upload their bird lists to
eBird (ebird.org/india), a

global platform for bird
observations.

This �rst edition of the
event was co-organised by
Bird Count India, Bird
Conservation Nepal, and the
Royal Society for Protection
of Nature, Bhutan.

“Himalayan Bird Count
can provide consistent,
snapshot information of bird
diversity in a region that is
increasingly threatened by
climate change,” said
Ghazala Shahabuddin,
senior fellow with the
Centre for Ecology,
Development and Research.
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Avian enthusiasts �ock together for Himalayan exercise

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
New Delhi

Unique collaboration reports highest number of bird species from Uttarakhand, followed by Arunachal 

The Eurasian hobby, one of
the birds recorded.
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Senior Congress leader Jai-
ram Ramesh has expressed
concern over the Biological
Diversity (Amendment) Bill,
2021, which is in the �nal
stages of consultations in the
Joint Parliamentary Commit-
tee. He questioned the ex-
emption given to AYUSH
practitioners from the provi-
sions of the law.

Mr. Ramesh, who is a
member of the committee,
in a letter addressed to other
members and committee
chairperson and BJP MP San-
jay Jaiswal, said that this ex-
emption could open the law
for abuse. The law was intro-
duced in Parliament on De-
cember 16 last year by Union
Environment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav, and was re-
ferred to the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee on
December 20. The Bill
amends the Biological Diver-
sity Act, 2002 to simplify
compliance requirements
for domestic companies.

Flagging the presentation
made by the Environment
Ministry last month before
the committee, Mr. Ramesh
said, “The Ministry is draw-
ing a distinction between a
registered AYUSH (Ayurve-
da, Yoga and Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and Homeo-
pathy) practitioner and a
company, and exempting
the former from the Act.
This is an arti�cial distinc-
tion since the registered AY-
USH practitioner may well
be having informal links with
a collective [family or other-
wise], which may or may not
have a company structure.
This may well open doors for

large-scale exemptions.”
The government brought

in the amended Bill because
of the push from many AY-
USH companies. In 2016, the
Uttarakhand Biodiversity
Board sent a notice to Divya
Pharmacy run by Swami
Ramdev and Acharya Balk-
rishna, stating that it violat-
ed the Biodiversity Act for
using biological resources
from the State for its ayur-
vedic formulations, without
intimating the Board and
that it was liable to pay an ac-
cess and bene�t-sharing fee.
The company had unsuc-
cessfully challenged the
Board’s notice.

Mr. Ramesh also sounded
an alarm on the distinction
made in the law between cul-
tivated biodiversity and for-
est-based biodiversity.

“It is not at all clear what
the basis for this distinction
will be and whether it can be
sustained in practice,” he ad-
ded. Multiple provisions of
the Bill, he said, are aimed at
diluting the authority of the
National Biodiversity Auth-
ority (NBA). 

The appointment of 16 ex-
o�cio o�cers of the Govern-
ment of India is one such,
Mr. Ramesh said.

“The Ministry says NBA
approval is required only at
the time of commercialisa-
tion of a patent and not at
the time of application for a
patent. This is something
that has very far-reaching
implications and I can tell
you that what will happen is
that NBA approval at the
time of commercialisation
will be reduced to a formali-
ty and will become a fait ac-
compli,” he wrote.

Changes to biodiversity law
will weaken it: Jairam Ramesh
Parliamentary panel member �ags exemption given to AYUSH practitioners
Sobhana K. Nair
New Delhi

The biodiversity Bill makes a distinction between cultivated
medicinal plants and forest-based plants. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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