FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.

CONTENTS
Editorials - Iran’s regional centrality and isolation GSP 02 A
News - PM to attend Tokyo launch of U.S. trade initiative GSP 02 B
News - India needs to keep an eye on its myopia prevalence GSP 02 T
Editorials - Poor recovery, increasing delays mar IBC resolution process GSP 03 A
Editorials - Understanding the process of issuing LOCs GSP 03 A
News - Centre bearing full duty cut burden FM GSP 03 A
News - Many States reluctantto cut taxes GSP 03 A
News - ‘Infra projects to be routed through NPG GSP 03 D
Editorials - Food security does not need this ‘surgical strike’ GSP 03 G
Editorials - Wheat confusion GSP 03 G
Editorials - The rise of AI chips GSP 03 L

Iran’s regional centrality and isolation
The U.S. has a tough choice between its strategic objectives in West Asia and the implications of Iran’s location

A recent essay in Foreign Affairs argues that “Tehran has not achieved
any of its lofty ambitions, but it has
made progress towards them – and it
is feeling emboldened by its recent
successes”. It argues that “Iran is
both self-assured and deeply insecure”, “displays external vigour that
conceals ultimately incurable internal maladies”, has “built its foreign
policy on the twin pillars of confronting the United States and Israel” and
is “closer to realising its vision than it
was a decade ago”. Yet, despite its
success in cultivating militant groups
across West Asia, there are tangible
signs that it has overreached and that
two-thirds of young Arabs in the region now view Iran as an adversary.
The essay concedes that “Washington’s perception of Iran has suffered
from four decades of estrangement
and strategic narcissism”. Given the
geopolitical and historical backdrop
of Iran, does this reflect the totality
of the country’s interests and strategic perceptions?
A decade earlier, John Limbert,
former senior diplomat who was one
of the hostages of the embassy siege
of 1979, felt certain rules seem to
guide U.S. policy over the years.
They include: “(i) Never walk
through an open door. Instead, bang
your head against a wall; (ii) Never
say yes to anything that the other
side proposes. Doing so will make
you weak; and (iii) The other side is
infinitely hostile, devious, domineering and irrational. It is the embodiment of all that is evil.”
Political stability
With an area of 1.6 million sq km,
Iran is the 18th largest country in the
world in terms of area. It shares land
borders with Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Turkey and Iraq and maritime borders with Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, the UAE, and Oman. In
its long history it has experienced periods of conflict, imperial dominance
and foreign occupation and most recently, a revolution. All these left a
mark on its collective memory. Its
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culture has been hugely influential in
world history and rightly depicted as
an ‘Empire of the Mind.’
Since the revolution of 1979, and
the end of the U.S. security umbrella
under the latter’s Twin Pillars policy,
Iran has been concerned about national security given its long and porous borders with Iraq and Afghanistan. Refugees have poured in from
Afghanistan and an armed aggression resulted in the decade-long war
with Iraq. With Pakistan, there was a
moment of unease after the Bangladesh War of 1971, but was soon set at
rest by India.
Despite the upheavals of the postrevolutionary era and the war, Iran
maintained a degree of political stability. This was thanks to its power
structure, based on a multitude of
loosely connected and generally fiercely competitive power centres.
These power centres remain formally grounded in the Constitution and
the structure emanating from it and
actually grounded in the religio-political associations emanating from the
clerical leadership that retains an exclusive grip on state power. Each of
these also has its own factional tussles with its own power to facilitate or
obstruct individual policies. The locus of individual decisions therefore
is always a challenging exercise.
Revolutionary slogans apart,
Iran’s foreign policy has focused on
safeguarding independence, national sovereignty, and national interests
and is characterised by conscious adjustment to the reality of regional interests in what has been described as
the reality of strategic loneliness.
This was evident in the ambivalent
reaction to the U.S. attack on Iraq.
The end of the Khomeini era, and
the period of Hashemi Rafsanjani,
winessed Iran’s attempts to regain a
role in regional affairs. These initiatives were built upon by former Pre-

sident Mohammad Khatami. A beginning was made with regional policy
envisaging three circles: the Persian
Gulf, the Arab East and Eurasia.
Relationship with the U.S.
Apart from other matters, contention between the West and Iran developed on the latter’s nuclear energy
plans, which were initially developed
before the revolution with U.S. assistance, but viewed very differently
subsequently. Iranian scientists in
the meantime developed them to the
stage when alarm bells were sounded about their intentions.
All of this is reflected in Iran’s relationship with the U.S., which underwent an overnight transition. Initially
an ally, Iran became hostile and bitter in individual and national terms.
Over time, the perception tended to
change; in the past three decades, attempts have been made to mend
matters. There were many issues of
contention, each with its own subjective angles, but they came to be focused on the nuclear question.
In May 2003, and after America’s
success in the Iraq war, Iran offered
through the Swiss intermediary full
negotiations with the U.S. This was
ignored by the George Bush administration. In October 2003, the Tehran
Declaration was reached between
Iran and the European Union (EU).
Iran agreed to cooperate fully with
the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) including the Additional Protocol, and temporarily suspend all uranium enrichment. In
September and October 2003, the
IAEA conducted several facility inspections. In July 2015, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
( JCPOA) was concluded between
Iran and the P5+1 and the EU. The
Donald Trump administration certified Iran’s compliance with the
agreements twice in 2017, but in May

2018, withdrew from it promising a
better deal. This did not happen.
After changes of administration in
both Tehran and Washington, quiet
negotiations were resumed in Vienna
in the expectation of an early success
with an Iranian insistence on returning to the original terms of the
JCPOA. The Ukraine war and the
western regime of sanctions on Russia become an impediment; so is the
Iranian insistence that U.S. sanctions
be lifted on the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, so effective in Iraq,
Syria and with Hezbollah, and also
playing a role in the Iranian economy. Some of the Gulf Cooperation
Council states are supporting a powerful U.S.-lobby in this endeavour.
Despite being a victim of the regime of sanctions for long, Iran has
been unrelenting in the development
of military technologies. This is evident from its growing capabilities for
asymmetric warfare in the region
and its success in creating conventionally armed, precision-guided
missiles and more effective air defence. Alongside is the apprehension
of Iran crossing the much-dreaded
nuclear threshold in a region that has
India, Pakistan and Israel (undeclared) as nuclear capable nations.
Some experts believe that if the stalemate in negotiations continues, Iran
may even give notice of withdrawal
from the Non-Proliferation Treaty
and, in a play on Israel’s policy of
‘strategic ambiguity’ opt for an approach of ‘creative ambiguity’.
In the final analysis, the U.S. has a
difficult choice between its strategic
objectives, requirements, and capabilities in West Asia in relation to Israel and the conservative Arab bloc
on the one hand and with the reality
of Iran’s regional centrality and its
implications, on the other. The failure of the so-called Arab Spring and
the formalisation of the Abraham Accord is one aspect of it. Its domestic
political compulsions and those of Israel were well reflected by the Israeli
scholar Martin Kramer in 2011: ‘In Israel we are for the status quo. Not only do we believe the status quo is sustainable, we think it is the job of the
U.S. to sustain it.’ To overcome this
impasse, the centrality of Iran in its
own neighbourhood has to be recognised along with the latter’s commitment to regional cooperation.
Hamid Ansari is former Vice President of
India
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PM to attend Tokyo launch of U.S. trade initiative
India is yet to take a decision on joining trade partnership framework, but is keen on understanding ‘contours’ of the plan
Suhasini Haidar
New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will participate in U.S.
President Joseph Biden’s unveiling of the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IPEF)
in Tokyo on Monday, a U.S.
initiative for trade partnerships in the region, sources
confirmed.
Mr. Modi’s attendance at
the event is a significant step
towards building economic
ties among Quad countries
(India, the U.S., Australia
and Japan) in the Indo-Pacific, though officials were hesitant to bill the IPEF as a
counter to the 15-nation Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
and the 17-nation Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) that
China is a member of.
Briefing the media ahead
of the event, U.S. National
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said the IPEF would have
a “very wide-ranging membership”, adding significantly, that the programme was
“designed to put workers at
the centre — American workers”, with a focus on the digital economy, clean energy
transition,
infrastructure
and resilient supply chains.
India has not taken a decision on joining the frame-

Quad leaders’ last interaction, a virtual meeting in
March, where the joint statement did not reflect sharp
criticism of Russia that
marked the statements made
by the other three leaders.

work, but is keen on understanding the “contours” of
the American plan, said an
official, confirming that Indian delegates would join
the launch of negotiations
expected on Monday as well.
On Saturday, Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra said that
“discussions and the conversations are still going on” on
the IPEF draft.
After landing in Tokyo on
Monday, Mr. Modi is expected to meet Japanese business
leaders in one-on-one interactions, including heads of
NEC Corporation, Uniqlo
Garments, Suzuki Motors,
and the SoftBank Group, attend the IPEF event with Mr.
Biden and other leaders, and
also attend a business
roundtable.

Stiff resistance: Protesters march against the Quad summit
ahead of U.S. President Joe Biden's arrival in Tokyo. REUTERS

Quad summit
On Tuesday, he will meet
with Mr. Biden, Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and the new Australian
PM Anthony Albanese for
the Quad summit after which
he will hold bilateral talks
with each of them.
Though officials have said
that the Quad focus is on
areas of convergence such as
trade, infrastructure, climate
change and critical technologies, it is clear that divisions

over the war in Ukraine, food
security, the vaccine initiative and a number of other issues, including the U.S. push
to bring Taiwan back as an
observer at the World Health
Assembly (WHA) this week,
will also come up at the
meeting.
“The second in-person
Quad Leaders’ Summit will
provide an opportunity for
the leaders of the four Quad
countries to review the progress of Quad initiatives. We

*

will also exchange views
about developments in the
Indo-Pacific region and global issues of mutual interest,” Mr. Modi said in a departure statement.
Mr. Modi’s reference to
“developments in the IndoPacific” region indicates India’s consistent policy that it
would not include comments on Russia in its diplomatic engagements with other countries. The position
was underlined during the

Wheat export ban
In the past week, India has
also run up against the U.S.
and Japan at G-7 meetings, as
well as at the UN Security
Council over its decision to
ban wheat exports amidst
global shortages of Ukrainian wheat.
In a press briefing on Sunday, the U.S. NSA said Mr. Biden would continue to discuss the “impacts of Russia’s
brutal invasion of Ukraine on
a wider set of concerns in the
world, including this food security concern,” in his conversations with Mr. Modi in
Tokyo.
However, Mr. Kwatra said
on Saturday that “there is a
full understanding and appreciation of [India’s] policy
[on Ukraine] in the world, including among [India’s]
main partners”, and reiterated India’s food security
needs were “paramount”,
when asked about the U.S.’s
call to reverse the government’s wheat export ban.
Mr. Kwatra said the Quad

would organise a special session on the sidelines of the
WHA on May 24, where the
four countries would jointly
tackle issues of disinformation during the pandemic
and
boosting
vaccine
confidence.
The grouping is also expected to discuss and possibly review its Quad Vaccine
Initiative project to disburse
U.S.-developed and funded,
India-made vaccines with
the support of Japan and
Australia amongst Indo-Pacific countries that had been
stuck due to what Mr. Sullivan called “regulatory issues” with India.
The first Quad interaction
last year had committed to
distributing one billion of
the vaccines, made at Hyderabad-based Biological-E by
the end of 2022, but have
made no headway on the
project yet.
Another issue the Quad is
divided over is whether to
support Taiwan’s request to
be included as an observer at
the WHA, something China
opposes. While the U.S., Australia and Japan have backed
the Taiwanese request, India
has made no statement thus
far, and MEA officials did not
confirm whether India
would endorse it.
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India needs to keep an eye on its myopia prevalence
Even though current estimates in the country do not reflect trends in the Asia-Pacific, India must be vigilant

M

illions of young children
are growing up shortsighted every year because of myopia. The World
Health Organization (WHO) estimates that there were nearly two
billion people with myopia in 2010
— a quarter of the human population. By 2030, they project myopia
prevalence to reach 3.3 billion people. While East Asia and the Pacific have been reporting some of
the highest numbers for a decade
now, current estimates out of India do not yet reflect this trend. It
may mean we have time to act and
save the sight of our children.
‘Near-work’ is on the rise
Myopia is commonly found in children. As they grow and their bodies change, the length of the eyeball and its power to refract light
do not always align, leading to vision that is blurry. A pair of spectacles is enough to correct this mismatch.
However,
spectacles
address the symptom and not the

Epidemic or not is the issue
Data from the East Asian countries
have been particularly alarming.
Even before the novel coronavirus
pandemic, 80%-90% of high
school children in East and Southeast Asia were presenting with
myopia. Nearly 20% of them had
high myopia. All these countries

low. What explains these anti-climactic numbers?
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Tejah Balantrapu &
Pavan Verkicherla

cause (eyeball length), so myopia
can progress all through childhood. Progressive myopia, after a
point, leads to ‘high’ myopia, increasing the risk of retinal detachment, glaucoma or macular degeneration that can cause
permanent vision loss.
A host of environmental and genetic factors determine the onset
of myopia. It is believed that exposure to sunlight and a healthy balance between distance- and nearwork can arrest myopia onset and
progression. Many children, especially in urban environments, are
spending more time indoors and
on near-work. Be it at school or at
home, the quantum of near-work
— looking at books, television,
phones or laptops — has increased
over the decades. The COVID-19
pandemic has only accelerated
this trend by robbing children of
outdoor playtime and exposure to
sunlight. This big shift to nearwork seems to be triggering an increase in myopia prevalence.

are racing to put in place systems
to increase sunlight exposure and
reduce near-work for children.
The World Health Organization is
warning of a global myopia epidemic, where millions of our children are at risk of vision impairment. Projections show nearly
50% of the world’s population will
be myopic by 2050.
India seems to be bucking this
trend. Current studies are recording low myopia prevalence among
schoolchildren when compared to
East Asia. In India, one in 30 to
one in five schoolchildren are presenting with myopia. In a large study that surveyed 1.2 million
schoolchildren in Telangana and
parts of Andhra Pradesh, public
health optometrist Winston Prakash and his team found myopia
prevalence of a little over 5%. Even
including those already with glasses, the prevalence numbers are

The urbanisation link
Despite a demographic shift towards cities and towns, nearly 65%
of India’s population still lives in
rural areas. As urbanisation increases, so does the burden of
myopia. Myopia can be twice as
high among urban children when
compared to rural ones. One study
found a higher prevalence among
South Asian children in the United
Kingdom compared to those living
in rural India. So, it is likely that urban schools are harbingers of increasing myopia in children. Small
studies are already finding that
myopia prevalence in urban Indian schools is relatively higher, at
nearly 35%. The spectacle power
of urban children with myopia is
also increasing year on year. Taking all these factors into account,
prediction models are pointing to
a myopia prevalence of nearly
50% in India too by 2050 — similar
to global projections.
There are many treatment strategies to constrain myopic progression, including pharmaceuticals and specialty spectacles or
contact lens. But like all public
health issues, prevention strategies that tackle myopia onset and
progression are far more inexpensive and cost-effective. We need to

encourage parents to take children
out to parks and other outdoor
spaces regularly. Schools must ensure adequate exposure to sunlight. We need educational methodologies at every school level that
balances
near-work
with
distance-work.
Encourage annual screening
At the same time, we must make it
easy to screen and provide spectacles for the many who will need
them. Basic, annual screening can
be performed by schoolteachers
who can then refer myopic children to eye-care professionals. We
must also tackle the social stigma
around spectacle wear with tact
and compassion. It is critical that
we step up surveillance for myopia
so that we are not caught unawares by a runaway epidemic
that will destroy our children’s
vision.
It is likely that India’s myopia
prevalence is still low because we
are not yet on the ‘epidemic’
growth curve of East and Southeast Asia. The time to act is now.
Tejah Balantrapu is Associate Director,
Science, Health Data, and Story-telling,
L.V. Prasad Eye Institute.
Pavan Verkicherla is a Scientist and
Consultant Optometrist at the Myopia
Centre, L.V. Prasad Eye Institute.
The views expressed are personal
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Poor recovery, increasing delays mar IBC resolution process
In Q4 of FY22, for the first time the amount to be realised from the resolution process was lower than the liquidation value of assets
Jasmin Nihalani

When a business turns sick, it starts
defaulting on its loan payments and
the creditor tries to recover the debt
through various means. The recovery process is essential on two counts
– one, to recover the maximum
amount possible from the defaulter,
and two, to do it as soon as possible
so that the amount can be freed-up to
issue fresh credit. Poor recovery of
claims and inordinate delays in resolving bad assets were the problems
that plagued the older recovery mechanisms such as SARFAESI, Lok
Adalats, and Debt Recovery Tribunals.
In 2016, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code was passed to tackle the
mounting bad debts and to favour
the creditor during the resolution
process. While the IBC’s performance has been relatively better than
the other recovery mechanisms, it
suffers from similar systemic issues.
For instance, of the 2,600 cases that
were closed by December 2021, 55%
ended in liquidation while only 16%
were completed with proper resolution plans approved by the lender.
The resolution process is also marred
by delays. On average, over 700 days
were taken in FY22 to complete a resolution process, against the stipulated deadline of 330 days. Moreover,
during the fourth quarter of FY22,
the amount to be realised from the
resolution process was lower than
the liquidation value of assets. Worryingly, the lenders continued to take
steep haircuts. The haircut is the
debt foregone by the lender as a
share of the outstanding claim. In
100 out of 500 companies that saw
proper resolutions, the haircuts were
above 90%.
Reading the charts
Chart 1 shows the share of companies
that were liquidated, approved, settled and withdrawn among the cases
for which the resolution process was
completed. Since 2018, a majority of
the cases ended in liquidation in
most of the quarters while approved
cases ranged between 15% and 25%.
Chart 2 shows the number of days

taken to complete the resolution process. The darker the red, the more
the number of days taken. For instance, in FY22, it took 772 days to resolve cases involving companies that
owed more than ₹1,000 crore to the
lenders. The average number of days
it takes to resolve such cases has increased dramatically over the past
five years.
Chart 3 shows the value of assets if
they were liquidated as a share of
outstanding claims in a quarter. The
chart also shows the actual value
realised by the creditors through the
resolution process as a share of outstanding claims. The wider the gap
between the two values, the greater
the impact of the insolvency process.
The gap has been narrowing in recent months. In the January-March
2022 quarter, the amount realised
fell below what the assets would have
fetched if they were liquidated.
Chart 4 shows the share of haircuts
taken by the lenders. Each circle denotes a company for which the resolution was approved. For instance, in
close to 33 of 85 companies that
owed more than ₹1,000 crore, lenders had to take above 90% haircuts.
“The biggest issue is the delays
and a lot of it is due to the capacity of
tribunals. The functioning of the
NCLT [National Company Law Tribunal] during the COVID-19 pandemic
has been a setback for the IBC. One
part of the timeline that isn’t looked
at so much is the delay in filing of admissions, where the clock starts. Several cases have been pending admission for over a year. And similarly, at
the back end, the delay occurs between the approval of the resolution
and the approval by the tribunal,”
said Aparna Ravi, a partner at Samvad Partners, who was also a member of the Bankruptcy Law Reform
Committee.
“The preference of IBC is resolution over liquidation. But it still can’t
be resolved at any cost. If there is
nothing viable about the business,
then liquidation is the only option,”
she said.
nihalani.j@thehindu.co.in
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Understanding the process of issuing LOCs

THE GIST
On April 5, the Punjab
and Haryana High Court
passed omnibus instructions
to the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) and the
Bureau of Immigration (BOI)
to serve a copy of an issued
LOC to the affected person,
state the reasons for issuing
the LOC and provide a
“post-decisional
opportunity”. The Supreme
Court however, stayed this
particular paragraph of the
High Court order.

B

After several businessmen
fled the country after
defaulting on loans, the
MHA in 2018 brought
changes to the 2010
guidelines authorising
executives of all public
sector banks to generate
LOCs against persons who
could be detrimental to
economic interests of the
country.

B

Many citizens have moved
courts to get the LOC
quashed.

B

Are the ‘accused’ allowed intimation of look out circulars issued against them? When were banks authorised to file LOCs?
Vijaita Singh

The story so far: On April 5, the Punjab
and Haryana High Court while quashing a
Look Out Circular (LOC) against petitioner
Noor Paul passed omnibus instructions to
the respondents including the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) and the Bureau of
Immigration (BOI) to serve a copy of the LOC
to the affected person, state the reasons for
issuing the LOC “as soon as possible” and
provide a “post-decisional opportunity”. It
asked the MHA to include these directions
into the “Official Memorandum” or the
guidelines that govern the opening of LOCs.
The Government of India moved Supreme
Court and the apex court stayed the
particular paragraph of the High Court
order. The High Court in its judgement has
said that the action of the Bank of India to
issue an LOC against Ms. Paul who was a
guarantor to a loan procured by her father
was “arbitrary, illegal and violative of Article
21 of the Constitution.” Ms. Paul got to know
about the LOC when she was turned away
from the Delhi airport on February 22 when
she was there to travel to Dubai.
What is a look out circular?
It is a notice to stop any individual wanted
by the police, investigating agency or even a
bank from leaving or entering the country
through designated land, air and sea ports.
The immigration is tasked to stop any such
individual against whom such a notice exists
from leaving or entering the country. There
are 86 immigration check posts across the
country.
Who can issue LOCs?
A large number of agencies which includes
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
Enforcement Directorate, Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Income Tax,
State police and intelligence agencies are
authorised to generate LOCs. The officer
should not be below the rank of a district
magistrate or superintendent of police or a
deputy secretary in the Union Government.
What are the details required to
generate an LOC and who issues it?
According to a 2010 official memorandum of
the Ministry, details such as First
Information Report (FIR) number, court case
number are to be mandatorily provided with

name, passport number and other details.
The BOI under the MHA is only the
executing agency. They generate LOCs based
on requests by different agencies. Since
immigration posts are manned by the BOI
officials they are the first responders to
execute LOCs by stopping or detaining or
informing about an individual to the issuing
agency. The LOCs can be modified; deleted
or withdrawn only at the request of the
originator. Further, the legal liability of the
action taken by immigration authorities in
pursuance of LOC rests with the originating
agency.
How are banks authorised?
After several businessmen including liquor
baron Vijay Mallya, businessmen Nirav Modi
and Mehul Choksi fled the country after
defaulting on loans, the MHA in 2018
brought changes to the 2010 guidelines
authorising the chairman, managing director
and chief executives of all public sector
banks to generate LOCs against persons who
could be detrimental to economic interests
of the country. Though an LOC generated by
the CBI on October 16, 2015 to “detain” Mr.
Mallya existed based on the preliminary
enquiry in a ₹900 crore loan default case, it
was downgraded to “inform only” on
November 23, 2015 as there was no FIR yet
against him. Mr. Mallya who was a Rajya
Sabha member then was a frequent flyer and
he fled to the U.K in March 2016. The
Ministry recently told the Delhi High Court
that banks were authorised to generate LOCs
as “in the recent past there have been
incidents where the willful defaulters or
economic offenders of public financial
institutions have left the country after
usurping public money or defrauding such
public financial institutions.”

Delhi High Court. After the special status of
J&K under Article 370 of the Constitutions
was read down by the Parliament in August
2019, LOCs were opened against several
politicians, human rights activists,
journalists and social activists to bar them
from flying out of the country. The number
of persons and the crime for which they
have been placed under the list is unknown.

Is there any other clause under which
an individual can be stopped?
The 2010 Ministry guidelines give sweeping
powers to police and intelligence agencies to
generate LOCs in “exceptional cases”
without keying in complete parameters or
case details against “suspects, terrorists,
anti-national elements, etc, in larger national
interest.” In 2015, Greenpeace activist Priya
Pillai was stopped from travelling to London
on a request by the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
based on the “etc” provision in the 2010
order. The LOC was later quashed by the

Are individuals entitled to any
remedial measures?
Many citizens have moved courts to get the
LOC quashed. The MHA has asserted that
“LOCs cannot be shown to the subject” at
the time of detention nor can any prior
intimation be provided. The Ministry
recently informed the Punjab and Haryana
High Court that the LOC guidelines are a
secret document and the same cannot be
shared with the ‘accused’ or any
unauthorised stakeholder; it cannot be
provided or shown to the subject at the time

of detention by the BOI since it defeats the
purpose of LOC and no accused or subject of
LOC can be provided any opportunity of
hearing before the issuance of the LOC.
On January 12, a Delhi High Court bench
led by Justice Rekha Palli had quashed an
LOC against a Delhi businessman Vikas
Chaudhary generated at the instance of the
Income Tax department. The court said “no
proceedings under any penal law had been
initiated against the petitioner” and the LOC
was “wholly unsustainable.” A Delhi court
on April 8 while quashing an LOC against
Aakar Patel, chair, Amnesty International
India said that “there cannot be any
unfettered control or restriction on the right
to travel” and that it was part of the
fundamental rights and asked the Director of
the CBI to tender a written apology. As per
norms, an LOC will stay valid for a maximum
period of 12 months and if there is no fresh
request from the agency then it will not be
automatically revived.
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Centre bearing full duty cut burden: FM
Sitharaman says basic excise duty on petrol and diesel, which is shared with States, remains untouched
Vikas Dhoot
New Delhi

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, on Sunday, said the entire duty reduction in petrol and diesel
announced on Saturday had
been done out of the road
and infrastructure cess (RIC)
component of the taxes levied on petroleum products,
and the entire burden of the
tax cuts was hence being
borne by the Centre.
Allaying concerns that the
duty cut will lower the devolution of taxes to the States,
Ms. Sitharaman said the basic excise duty on petroleum
products, which is shared
with the States, had not been
touched.
The Minister’s remarks
follow criticism by some
States and Opposition leaders of her exhortation that
they follow up the Centre’s
move by slashing State-level
levies on fuel products.
Former Finance Minister
P. Chidambaram said the situation for the States was
akin to being between “the
devil and the deep sea”, as
they are getting very little by
way of share of petroleum
duties. “Their revenue is
from VAT on Petrol and Diesel… I wonder if they can afford to give up that revenue
unless the Centre devolved
more funds or gave them
more grants,” he noted in a
tweet.
Tamil Nadu Finance Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan
reacted by stating that the

Union government did not
inform the States or ask for
their views while increasing
Central taxes on petrol by
about ₹23 a litre (plus 250%)
and by around ₹29 a litre
(plus 900%) on diesel since
2014. “Now, after rolling
back ~50% of their increases,
they’re exhorting States to
cut,” he said in a tweet,
stressing it was an unfair and
unreasonable expectation.
‘Useful facts’
“Good to see the interest
generated by @PMOIndia
@narendramodi’s decision
yesterday to bring an Excise
Duty cut on petrol and diesel,” Ms. Sitharaman said in a
tweet, before sharing “some
useful facts” which could be-

nefit the “criticism and appraisal” of the tax cuts.
The total taxes levied on
petrol and diesel include a
basic excise duty, a special
additional excise duty, the
road and infrastructure cess
and the agriculture and infrastructure development
cess, of which only the basic
duty is shared with the
States, she said.
Ms. Sitharaman said the
duty cuts announced in November 2021, of ₹5 a litre of
petrol and ₹10 a litre of diesel, were also made entirely
in the road and infrastructure cess component of petroleum taxes.
The total revenue implication to the Centre, on these
two duty cuts, is ₹2,20,000

crore a year, the Finance Minister noted, before emphasising that spending on development and subsidies has
accelerated under the Modi
government.
RBI data show total development expenditure incurred from 2014 to 2022
was ₹90.9 lakh crore. Only
₹49.2 lakh crore was spent
on development expenditure from 2004 to 2014, she
said. “The expenditure incurred by our government
so far includes ₹24.85 lakh
crore spent on food, fuel and
fertilizer subsidies and ₹26.3
lakh crore on capital creation. Over the 10 years of
UPA, only ₹13.9 lakh crore
was spent on subsidies,” she
concluded.

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IND U

Many States reluctant
to cut fuel taxes
Mr. Thiaga Rajan termed
this an “unfair and unreasonable” expectation, in an
elaborate statement on the
issue on Sunday, while Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot pointed out that
the Centre’s excise duty cuts
were followed by “a sudden
increase” in petrol prices by
71 paise per litre on Sunday.
“The reduction will become
irrelevant if the fuel prices
are increased,” Mr. Gehlot
said.
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai said he
would consider if duty cuts
were feasible, while the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
which now administers Delhi and Punjab, and the Trinamool Congress did not issue
any
official
communiques on their
stance. In response to the
Prime Minister’s plea for
States to cut taxes, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said last
month that would be possible only if Centre cleared its
pending dues of about
₹97,000 crore.
Cascading effect
Both Mr. Gehlot and the Tamil Nadu Finance Minister
pointed out that States were
already losing revenues due
to the Centre’s tax cuts,
which had a cascading effect
on their effective levies.
“The Centre should reduce the excise duty on petrol and diesel to the level at
the time of the UPA government to provide relief to the
common people in the real
sense, as such a decision
would bring down the fuel
prices to less than ₹70 per
litre,” Mr. Gehlot said.
The Centre still levied a
cess of ₹7.40 a litre on diesel
and ₹16.40 a litre on petrol
and the State would appreciate if it rolled back the cess
on diesel to ₹3.46 a litre
which prevailed in March
2014, Mr. Rao asserted. By
contrast, his government
had left the VAT on these
products unchanged since
assuming office in 2014, he
pointed out.
“It was neither fair nor
reasonable to expect the
States to reduce their taxes
on fuel since the Union government had never consulted them while increasing the taxes multiple
times,” said Mr. Thiaga Rajan, noting that the reduction in Central excise duties
would result in an additional loss of around ₹800 crore
in annual revenue to the

State, in addition to the
₹1,050-crore loss from the
cuts
announced
in
November.
Though the DMK government inherited a precarious
fiscal position and incurred
an additional expenditure
towards COVID-19 relief activities, it reduced the VAT
on petrol in a few months after assuming office even before the Centre’s November
2021 reductions.
Manifold increase
In the past seven years, the
Union government’s levies
on petrol had gone up substantially, resulting in a manifold increase in its revenues, but the States did not
see a matching increase in
their revenues. “This is because the Union government has increased the cess
and surcharge on petrol and
diesel while reducing the
basic excise duty that is
shareable with the States,”
the Minister said.
With the recent cuts, the
Union government’s taxes
on petrol were ₹19.90 a litre
and ₹15.80 a litre for diesel,
but was still higher than the
2014 rates by ₹10.42 a litre
on petrol (₹9.48 a litre in
2014) and ₹12.23 a litre for
diesel (₹3.57 a litre in 2014),
he said, adding that there
was a “strong case” for the
Union government to further reduce its taxes.
“It is pertinent to point
out that the Union government had never consulted
the States when it increased
the taxes multiple times.
The exorbitant increase in
taxes by the Union government has been only partially
reduced through the cuts,
and the taxes continue to be
high, compared with the
2014 rates,” Mr. Thiaga Rajan said.
‘Not enough’
AAP spokesperson in Punjab, Malwinder Singh Kang,
said the Centre’s reduction
of excise duty on diesel and
petrol was not enough and
demanded a further reduction in the excise duty.
“Punjab is already under a
severe financial crisis,” he
told The Hindu.
The Maharashtra government said it expects to lose
₹80 crore on petrol and ₹125
crore on diesel a month due
to the VAT cuts, which will
translate into an annual revenue loss of ₹2,500 crore.
(With inputs from Pune,
Hyderabad, Chennai, Jaipur, Chandigarh, Kolkata)
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‘Infra projects to be routed through NPG’
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

All logistics and connectivity
infrastructure projects, entailing investment of over
₹500 crore, would now
route through the network
planning group (NPG) constituted under the PM GatiShakti initiative with the Finance Ministry issuing the

necessary instructions and
creation of the national master plan digital platform, an
official said.
According to an office
memorandum of the department of expenditure dated
April 28, a revised format
has been issued for Public Investment Board (PIB)/Delegated Investment Board

(DIB) project proposals.
“The revised format of the
PIB/DIB memorandum...will
apply to all the PIB/DIB proposals for new projects submitted on or after April 28,
2022,” it has said.
As per the revised format,
proposals should include
whether the project has
components of logistics or

infrastructure connectivity;
and whether it has been examined by NPG for convergence and integration at the
conceptualisation or feasibility study stage.
This will help bring down
the logistics cost and promote effective and efficient
planning of infrastructure
projects.

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IND U

Food security does not need this ‘surgical strike’
Madhura Swaminathan &
Deepak Johnson

T

he Government of India announced a sudden ban on
export of wheat on May 13,
2022, a few days after Prime Minister Narendra Modi had stated that
“at a time when the world is facing
a shortage of wheat, the farmers of
India have stepped forward to feed
the world”. Even a day before the
export ban came into effect, Government officials were looking
out for possible export locations,
indicating that there were no plans
for control of wheat exports. With
the latest announcement, the Government has sent out confusing
policy signals

Status of procurement
The sudden turnaround in the export policy appears to be on account of fears that low public procurement would affect domestic
food security.
The system of public procurement has been in place since the
mid-1960s, and has been the backbone of food policy in India. Progressive economists and social
scientists have always argued that
for a country the size of India, food
security has to be ensured through
domestic production. As part of
the liberalisation policy, many other economists suggested that food
stocks be run down in India and
that needs of food security be met
through world trade and the Chicago futures market.

This summer, procurement of
wheat by the Food Corporation of
India (FCI) has been very low. Last
year, the FCI and other agencies
procured 43.34 million tonnes of
wheat. For the current season,
procurement has only been 17.8
million tonnes, as of May 10, 2022.
Given the low levels of procurement, the Government has reduced the procurement target for
the current season from 44.4 to
19.5 million tonnes.
Is there a concern on that front
now, in particular in terms of availability of food grain? The answer is
an emphatic “no”, but if and only
if policy measures ensure adequate distribution through the food
rationing network and open market operations are undertaken to
ensure stable prices. (The assumption here is that both rice and
wheat are now consumed in all
parts of the country, and if needed, rice can be distributed in lieu
of wheat. As of April 2022, there
were 33 million tonnes of rice held
as stocks.)
While wheat production this
year has been lower than estimated on account of high heat and
other factors in March, there is not
a big shortfall in production relative to previous years. Wheat production was 103.6 million tonnes
in 2018-19, 107.8 million tonnes in
2019-20, and 109.5 million tonnes
in 2020-21. It was expected to be a
record 111.3 million tonnes for the
ongoing year (2021-22). The most
recent estimate of production for
2021-22, revised downwards from
the earlier estimate, is 105 million
tonnes.
There is, of course, a projection
of a global reduction in production and trade on account of the
war in Ukraine. Both Russia and

PTI

India’s flip-flop on the export of wheat is an example of the Government lacking a coherent policy of food security

Ukraine were major exporters of
wheat in the global market and
disruptions from the war are affecting countries that relied on imports from these two countries,
such as Egypt. India has been
urged by developed countries to
meet this shortfall and provide relief to importing counties. But it is
also important to see that western
countries, some of whom are
much larger exporters of wheat,
have themselves not increased
their exports in the current
context.
Need for effective PDS
Stocks of wheat in the central pool
as of April 30, 2022 were 30.3 million tonnes, much lower than the
52.5 million tonnes of last year, but
comfortably higher than buffer
stock norms. While the Government procurement in this marketing season has been lower than the
previous two years, the stock position so far is similar to 2019, when
we had 35.8 million tonnes of
stock in April. The stock position
does not appear to be alarming.
In the two COVID-19 years
(2020-21 and 2021-22), the Public
Distribution System (PDS) played a
stellar role, and, its role showed
the wisdom of not dismantling it,

as neoliberal economists advised.
Total offtake of rice and wheat was
102.3 million tonnes in 2021-22
when distribution through the
PDS and other welfare schemes is
combined. Of this, 49 million
tonnes were wheat (21.7 through
the PDS and 27.3 through other
welfare schemes). Not only is this a
global record, but it kept people
out of starvation during the COVID-19 pandemic.
It is essential that the PDS and
open market operations be used to
cool down food price inflation.
The rural consumer price inflation
at the all-India level for April 2022
was 8.38%. Rural food price inflation was 8.5%. These were much
higher than the inflation recorded
in the previous year. While most
States have high inflation rates,
States with better PDS, such as
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, have low
inflation rates. The general consumer price inflation in April 2022
for Kerala was 4.82% and it was
5.64% for Tamil Nadu.
Increasing cultivation costs
To promote production, a key aspect of food policy in India has
been to provide remunerative
prices to farmers. As is well
known, after the reports of the National Commission on Farmers,
the announced minimum support
price (MSP) for wheat has often
been inadequate to cover costs of
cultivation for several regions and
classes of farmers, especially if
comprehensive costs (or Cost C2)
are taken as the base. The yearlong farmer protests were largely
driven by the fear that the new
Farm Acts were weakening public
commitment to remunerative prices for agricultural produce.
Over the last two years, costs of

production have risen sharply,
one important component being
the spiralling price of fuel.
Farmers are worried about the
lack of involvement of the Government in procurement. After the export ban, and in light of higher input costs and yield losses this year,
the All India Kisan Sabha and other farmer organisations demanded a bonus of ₹500 per quintal on
current MSP of wheat. Rather than
overcoming the shortfall in public
procurement by increasing the
procurement price and buying
more, the Government has allowed traders to build up stocks of
wheat. The benefits from future
sales, domestic or in the export
market, are thus likely to go to
traders rather than farmers.
Farmers let down
The flip-flop on export of wheat is
one example that this government
lacks a coherent policy of food security, and has, perhaps, been too
influenced by climate alarmists.
Food security is both an immediate and long-term concern and
does not require “surgical
strikes”. A well-functioning PDS
can control prices and offer relief
to consumers. At the same time, a
procurement policy can and
should offer a reasonable income
to farmers. The Government has
punished farmers and supported
traders by not procuring food
grain at higher prices, and letting
private trade step in to buy up
stocks for future gain.
Madhura Swaminathan is Professor and
Head, Economic Analysis Unit, Indian
Statistical Institute, Bangalore Centre.
Deepak Johnson is Associate Fellow,
Foundation for Agrarian Studies,
Bengaluru
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Wheat confusion

Apprehensions of shortage in India are
misplaced, and the Govt. must allow export

I

ndia, which surprised the world with its decision to
bar wheat export with immediate effect, appears to
be on the defensive now after its May 13 announcement. Initially, the Centre had amended the order by allowing export consignments registered in the Customs
Department’s systems and handed over for examination on or prior to May 13. Addressing a UN “Global
Food Security Call to Action” ministerial meeting a few
days ago in New York, Minister of State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan emphasised that the restrictions
made allowance for countries that had food security
needs, a position articulated earlier by Commerce Secretary B.V.R. Subrahmanyam. But, more than farmers,
it is traders who stand to benefit from the limited easing
of restrictions. From the start, indications of a mismatch in demand and supply were evident. Rising levels of wholesale and retail inflation, the impact of the
Russia-Ukraine war and a lower opening balance of
wheat (on April 1, 2022) in the Central pool for the public distribution system than a year ago were well
known. After several parts of wheat-producing States in
the north experienced unusually warm weather in
March-April, the Government lowered marginally, early
this month, the estimated wheat production, from
111.32 million tonnes to 105 million tonnes. As for international food prices, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, said that even before the
war, prices had reached an all-time high due to market
conditions and the high prices of energy, fertilizers and
other agricultural services. By May 4, the Centre clarified that there was no move to curb wheat export, the
reasoning being that this was the opportune moment
for exporters to sell in the international market as
wheat from Argentina and Australia would begin arriving next month. The higher prices in the domestic market compared to the minimum support price offered by
the Government were projected as favourable for farmers. Also, just days before the Government’s decision,
an official announcement was made that trade delegations would be sent to countries such as Morocco, Tunisia, and Indonesia to explore possibilities for wheat export. In addition to Egypt, Turkey had given its
approval for the import of Indian wheat, and an announcement had been made that the current year’s target for wheat export had been fixed at 10 million
tonnes, three million tonnes higher than last year.
India’s decision has faced criticism from the G-7’s
Agriculture Ministers. After its U-turn, the Government
should not persist for too long with its current position
of “restrictions” on the export of wheat, as the move
seems to have hit the farmers, if reports of a fall in the
price are any indication. Lessons must be gleaned from
the experience 15 years ago when India took about two
years to lift its ban on the export of non-basmati rice, by
which time Thailand and Vietnam had moved in to take
full advantage. Apprehensions of a food shortage are
misplaced, and the Government would do well to lift
the “restrictions” sooner rather than later.
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The rise of AI chips
What are the different ways in which AI chips are being used in various sectors? What are the recent
innovations in the industry?

THE GIST
AI chips with their
hardware architectures and
complementary packaging,
memory, storage and
interconnect technologies,
make it possible to infuse AI
into a broad spectrum of
applications to help turn
data into information and
then into knowledge.

B

The use of AI chips for
NLP applications has
increased due to the rise in
demand for chatbots and
online channels such as
Messenger, Slack, and
others that use NLP to
analyse user messages and
conversational logic.

B

Nvidia Corporation, Intel
Corporation, IBM
Corporation, Alphabet Inc.,
Samsung Electronics Co.,
Ltd, and Apple Inc. are
some of the key players in
the AI chip market.

B

Ishan Patra

The adoption of Artificial Intelligence (AI) chips
has risen, with chipmakers designing different
types of these chips to power AI applications such
as natural language processing (NLP), computer
vision, robotics, and network security across a
wide variety of sectors, including automotive, IT,
healthcare, and retail. Market leader Nvidia
recently announced its H100 GPU (graphics
processing unit), which is said to be one of the
world’s largest and most powerful AI accelerators,
packed with 80 billion transistors. Earlier this
month, Nvidia’s rival Intel launched new AI chips
to provide customers with deep learning compute
choices for training and inferencing in data
centres. The increasing adoption of AI chips in
data centres is one of the major factors driving the
growth of the market.
What are AI chips?
AI chips are built with specific architecture and
have integrated AI acceleration to support deep
learning-based applications. Deep learning, more
commonly known as active neural network (ANN)
or deep neural network (DNN), is a subset of
machine learning and comes under the broader
umbrella of AI. It combines a series of computer
commands or algorithms that stimulate activity
and brain structure. DNNs go through a training
phase, learning new capabilities from existing
data. DNNs can then inference, by applying these
capabilities learned during deep learning training
to make predictions against previously unseen
data. Deep learning can make the process of
collecting, analysing, and interpreting enormous
amounts of data faster and easier.
These chips, with their hardware architectures
and complementary packaging, memory, storage
and interconnect technologies, make it possible to
infuse AI into a broad spectrum of applications to
help turn data into information and then into
knowledge. There are different types of AI chips
such as application-specific integrated circuits
(ASICs), field-programmable gate arrays (FPGAs),
central processing units (CPUs) and GPUs,
designed for diverse AI applications.
Are they different from traditional chips?
When traditional chips, containing processor
cores and memory, perform computational tasks,
they continuously move commands and data
between the two hardware components. These
chips, however, are not ideal for AI applications as
they would not be able to handle higher

computational necessities of AI workloads which
have huge volumes of data. Although, some of the
higher-end traditional chips may be able to
process certain AI applications.
In comparison, AI chips generally contain
processor cores as well as several AI-optimised
cores (depending on the scale of the chip) that are
designed to work in harmony when performing
computational tasks. The AI cores are optimised
for the demands of heterogeneous
enterprise-class AI workloads with low-latency
inferencing, due to close integration with the
other processor cores, which are designed to
handle non-AI applications.
AI chips, essentially, reimagine traditional
chips’ architecture, enabling smart devices to
perform sophisticated deep learning tasks such as
object detection and segmentation in real-time,
with minimal power consumption.
What are their applications?
Semiconductor firms have developed various
specialised AI chips for a multitude of smart
machines and devices, including ones that are
said to deliver the performance of a data
centre-class computer to edge devices. Some of
these chips support in-vehicle computers to run
state-of-the-art AI applications more efficiently. AI
chips are also powering applications of
computational imaging in wearable electronics,
drones, and robots.
Additionally, the use of AI chips for NLP
applications has increased due to the rise in
demand for chatbots and online channels such as
Messenger, Slack, and others. They use NLP to
analyse user messages and conversational logic.
Then there are chipmakers who have built AI
processors with on-chip hardware acceleration,
designed to help customers achieve business
insights at scale across banking, finance, trading,
insurance applications and customer interactions.
As AI becomes pervasive across different
workloads, having a dedicated inference
accelerator that includes support for major deep
learning frameworks would allow companies to
harness the full potential of their data.
What firms are making these chips?
Nvidia Corporation, Intel Corporation, IBM
Corporation, Advanced Micro Devices, Alphabet
Inc., Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd, Qualcomm
Technologies, Inc., and Apple Inc. are some of the
key players in the AI chip market.
Nvidia, which dominates the market, offers a
wide portfolio of AI chips including Grace CPU,

H100 and its predecessor A100 GPUs, capable of
handling some of the largest AI models with
billions of parameters. The company claims that
twenty H100 GPUs can sustain the equivalent of
the entire world’s internet traffic.
The American firm’s next-generation
accelerated computing platform, announced in
March, with Nvidia Hopper architecture is
designed to power data centres, which “are
becoming AI factories — processing and refining
mountains of data to produce intelligence,”
according to Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang.
Intel offers AI hardware that can train massive,
unstructured data sets, to extremely low power
silicon for on-device inference. Intel’s Habana
Labs launched its second-generation deep
learning processors — Gaudi2 and Greco. Intel
claims its Gaudi2 processor demonstrates two
times throughput (the amount of material or
items passing through a system or process) over
Nvidia’s A100 GPU.
IBM’s new AI chip, announced last year, can
support financial services workloads like fraud
detection, loan processing, clearing and
settlement of trades, anti-money laundering and
risk analysis.
What can be expected in the future?
AI company Cerebras Systems set a new standard
with its brain-scale AI solution, paving the way for
more advanced solutions in the future. Its CS-2,
powered by the Wafer Scale Engine (WSE-2) is a
single wafer-scale chip with 2.6 trillion transistors
and 8,50,000 AI optimised cores. The human
brain contains on the order of 100 trillion
synapses, the firm said, adding that a single CS-2
accelerator can support models of over 120 trillion
parameters (synapse equivalents) in size.
Another AI chip design approach,
neuromorphic computing, utilises an engineering
method based on the activity of the biological
brain.
An increase in the adoption of neuromorphic
chips in the automotive industry is expected in
the next few years, according to
ResearchAndMarkets.
Additionally, the rise in the need for smart
homes and cities, and the surge in investments in
AI start-ups are expected to drive the growth of
the global AI chip market, as per a report by Allied
Market Research. The Worldwide AI chip industry
accounted for $8.02 billion in 2020 and is
expected to reach $194.9 billion by 2030, growing
at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of
37.4% from 2021 to 2030.

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IND U

General Studies Paper I

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

India and its neighbourhood- relations;
Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

K

Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M
N
O
P
Q

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

I
J

R
S

Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T
U
V
W
X

Various forces and their mandate;

A
B

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

C

Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D

Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

E
F
G

Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;

H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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