FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.
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EXPLAINER

The controversy around the Jagannath temple Heritage Corridor Project
Why is the Odisha government and the ASI at loggerheads over the temple redevelopment project?
Special Correspondent

The story so far: The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) on May 17 said that a
sculpture of a lion, which possibly dates
back to the Ganga dynasty, was found
during excavation for the controversial
heritage corridor project around the 12th
century Jagannath Temple in Puri,
Odisha. This is the third such lion
sculpture found during the excavation
work. The Odisha government’s
ambitious temple corridor project in Puri
has become a subject of intense political
controversy in the State.
What is the controversy?
The Puri Heritage Corridor Project is a
₹3,200 crore redevelopment project of
and around the 800-year-old Jagannath
temple in Puri by the Odisha government
to create an international heritage site.
Plans for the corridor had been in the
making since 2016, with the State
Assembly unanimously passing a
resolution for the effective
implementation of the project in
February last year. Soon after, the plan
was approved by the Shree Jagannatha
Temple Administration (SJTA). The
Odisha government has listed three
objectives for the revamp of the area

Construction work outside the Jagannath
temple in Puri. BISWARANJAN ROUT
*

around the temple — the security of the
temple, the safety of devotees, and the
creation of a religious atmosphere for
devotees. In all, 22 development projects
are planned under the scheme.
In February this year, when the Odisha
Bridge and Construction Corporation
(OBBC) started excavation work within 75
metres of the Jagannath temple to build
public amenities such as toilets and
cloakrooms, experts and members of
civil society objected to the use of heavy
machinery for digging, citing the
possibility of an adverse impact on the
12th century temple. Questions started
being raised about whether the
construction around the temple had the

due permissions and clearances.
The Jagannath temple has been
designated a monument of national
importance by the ASI and is a centrally
protected monument. As per the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains (Amendment and Validation)
Act (AMSAR), construction is prohibited
within a 100-metre periphery of a
protected area. The area extending to
200 metres around the monument in all
directions is called a regulated area. If
construction has to be undertaken in the
regulated or prohibited area, permission
from the National Monuments Authority
(NMA) is required. Notably, the term
“construction” as defined in the AMSAR
Act does not include the construction of
public toilets, urinals, and “similar
conveniences”. It also does not include
works for the supply of water, electricity
or “provision of similar facilities for
publicity”.
Raising concerns about the structural
safety of the temple in the wake of the
excavation in the prohibited area of the
temple, Dilip Baral, a resident of Puri,
filed a plea with the Orissa High Court in
March.
BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi also raised
the issue in a Parliament session in
March. Calling the work around the

temple “illegal”, she said: “It is a matter
of great concern.... Massive demolition
and construction works are taking place
within 100 and 200-metre area of the
temple. No permission from NMA and
ASI has been taken. The work which is a
threat to the temple must stop.”
Responding to Ms. Sarangi, BJD MP
Pinaki Misra said that no digging was
being done. “Only four toilets are being
constructed... No additional construction
is taking place,” he said.

authority”.
Moreover, the apex conservation
agency said: “It was informed during the
discussion that no heritage impact
assessment studies have been conducted
before commencement of the project. No
Ground Penetrating Radar Survey (GPRS)
has been conducted to ascertain the
archaeological and historical importance
lying buried in the subsoil of 75m radius
(Construction Zone) of Centrally
Protected Monuments.”

What has the ASI said?
After the petition was filed in the High
Court, the ASI was directed to conduct a
joint inspection of the site along with the
State government. In its affidavit
submitted to the court in May post the
survey, the ASI observed that there was
“every possibility that the agency OBCC
during the excavation or soil removal
might have destroyed the archaeological
remains of the heritage site”. It pointed
out that the construction work fell partly
within both the prohibited and regulated
areas of the centrally protected
monument.
The ASI had found that the ongoing
construction work had “no valid
permission or no objection certificate
(NOC) issued by the competent

What is the stand of the Odisha
government?
The Odisha government refuted the ASI
report in court, saying that it had
acquired an NOC from the NMA in
September 2021. The NOC was granted
for constructing a cloakroom, three
toilets, an electrical facility, a pavement,
and a shelter pavilion in the 75-metre
zone as it did not come under
“construction” as per the AMSAR Act.
The NMA had no objection as long as the
work was carried out under ASI
supervision. However, the ASI said that
no such permission was taken from it.
In a move seen by the opposition as a
“cover up”, the government on May 21,
started a GPRS to trace any
archaeological treasure beneath the soil.

THE GIST
The Puri Heritage Corridor
Project is a ₹3,200 crore
redevelopment project of
the the 800-year-old
Jagannath temple in Puri by
the Odisha government to
create an international
heritage site.
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In February, when the
OBBC started excavation
work within 75 metres of
the temple to build public
amenities, experts objected
to the use of heavy
machinery for digging, citing
the possibility of an adverse
impact on the 12th century
temple.

B

The ASI later observed
that there was “every
possibility that the OBCC
during the excavation or soil
removal might have
destroyed the archaeological
remains of the heritage
site”.
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Sri Lanka to seek additional $500 million Indian loan for fuel
Non-essential staff
told to work from
home to save fuel
Meera Srinivasan
Colombo

Sri Lanka has decided to
seek fresh assistance of $500
million from India to augment its fuel imports, as the
island reels under a crippling
economic crisis manifesting
in persisting shortages of essentials.
For weeks now, citizens
are spending long hours lining up outside fuel stations —
at times all day or night — to
pump petrol or diesel, cur-

rently in short supply, as crisis-hit Sri Lanka runs out of
dollars to pay for imports.
Public transport has been
stalled due to the unavailability of fuel, businesses have
been hit, and schools were
forced to remain closed as
students are unable to commute. Over the last few days,
Sri Lankan social media saw
many accounts of families
being unable to access emergency medical care due to
the lack of fuel. The government has asked “non-essential” staff to work from
home, to save on fuel consumption.
“The Cabinet of Ministers
granted approval for the pro-

posal submitted by the Minister of Electricity and Energy
to obtain a series of shortterm loan facilities worth
another $500 million with
the assistance of the export–
import bank of the Indian government in order to purchase petroleum products
required by the country settling the foreign exchange
shortage existing at the moment,” the government said

Soldiers deployed at a
Lanka IOC fuel pump as
motorists buy fuel. AFP
*

in a statement following the
Cabinet meeting on Monday.
Fuel prices saw a record
hike on Tuesday as diesel,
earlier sold for LKR 289
($0.80) a litre, now costs LKR
400, reflecting a 38% jump.
Petrol prices rose from 338

to 420 Sri Lankan rupees,
threatening to further increase costs of all essential
commodities whose prices
are already skyrocketing.
For several months now,
Sri Lanka has been amidst an
unprecedented economic
downturn, sparking street
protests across the country.
A group of demonstrators
are camping outside the Presidential Secretariat in Colombo for 46 days in a row,
demanding that President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who
they hold chiefly responsible, quit office.
Amid a heightening crisis,
the government announced
last month that it would pre-

emptively default on the
country’s foreign debt totalling $51 billion as the “last resort”, and is currently negotiating a package with the
International
Monetary
Fund.
However, Central Bank
Governor Nandalal Weerasinghe on Monday noted that
it was difficult to give a timeline of Sri Lanka’s economic
recovery that, he said, was
contingent on the success of
the measures taken by the
government.
Much of Colombo’s initiatives so far have been about
tapping external help. India
has already extended credit
lines worth $700 million for

fuel imports —as part of the
total $3.5 billion assistance
extended since January —
and delivered over 5 lakh
tonnes of fuel, including the
latest shipment of 40,000
tonnes of petrol that reached
Colombo on Monday. Meanwhile, the government is also
considering various options
to expand Sri Lanka’s domestic energy sector, including
with foreign investment. Minister of Power and Energy
Kanchana Wijesekera on
Tuesday announced plans to
advertise plots for studies on
oil exploration in the Mannar
Basin, where Cairn India was
earlier involved in exploration.
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Caution and clarity

The IPEF in its nascence relies more on
promise than prospect of tangible outcomes

I

n a sudden decision not previously intimated, India
became one of a 13-nation economic initiative led by
the U.S., on Monday, as President Joseph Biden unveiled plans for an Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
for Prosperity (IPEF). The initiative is touted as a substantial step by the U.S. as part of its decade-old “pivot
to Asia”, and an attempt at putting some “economic
heft” into its Indo-Pacific presence that has been on the
decline after its decision to quit the Trans Pacific Free
Trade Agreement, the CPTPP, in 2017. Officials say the
IPEF framework has four “pillars”: supply-chain resilience; clean energy, decarbonisation and infrastructure; taxation and anti-corruption; and fair and resilient trade. Mr. Biden’s visit to Japan and South Korea,
attendance at the Quad summit and helming the IPEF
launch is also aimed at reassuring the Eastern hemisphere about the U.S.’s focus. India’s joining is an equally
strong statement of commitment to Indo-Pacific goals,
and to broadening regional economic cooperation, particularly after it walked out of the 15-nation RCEP. It is
significant that all IPEF members, other than India and
the U.S., are a part of the RCEP free trade agreement,
and yet have chosen to be part of the U.S.-led initiative.
Despite the strong signalling from all sides, however,
there are many aspects to the IPEF that bear further
scrutiny. Monday’s launch only signals the willingness
of the 13 countries to begin discussions on the contours.
Much will depend, as Prime Minister Narendra Modi
stressed, on how inclusive the process is. Second, U.S.
officials have made it clear that it is not a free trade
agreement; nor will it discuss tariff reductions or increasing market access, raising questions about its utility. Shorn of the rhetoric of Indo-Pacific cooperation,
there must be more clarity on its framework. The four
pillars also lend themselves to some confusion, drawing
into question whether there is enough common ground
among the 13 countries that are part of very different
economic arrangements, as well as outliers (the U.S.
and India), to set standards together, or be open to issues that vary for each country. The U.S.’s statement
that the IPEF is essentially focused on “American workers” also raises questions on whether increasingly protectionist global trends will chafe. Each of the IPEF
countries has considerable trade interests in China,
with most having large trade deficits. So, it remains to
be seen how much they will be willing to sign on with
the IPEF. Already three ASEAN countries, Cambodia,
Laos and Myanmar, have decided to stay out of the framework’s launch. Above all, given the fact that the U.S.’s
previous initiatives (the Blue Dot Network and the Build
Back Better Initiative) have made little headway in
changing the region’s infrastructural needs, the IPEF
faces a credibility challenge. Negotiators will need to
move with both caution and clarity before making any
big promises on its benefits for the region.
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On Quad; its origins, goals and future plans

THE GIST
India, the U.S., Australia,
and Japan are meeting for
the second in-person
summit of the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue or Quad in
Tokyo which commenced
yesterday on May 24.

B

The Quad is an informal
multilateral grouping of
India, the U.S., Australia,
and Japan aimed at
cooperation for a free and
open Indo-Pacific region. A
major basis for the grouping
is to check China’s growing
influence in the region.
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Mr. Biden unveiled the
‘Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework’ (IPEF) on May
23, which, according to
Reuters is a programme to
bind countries in the region
more closely through
common standards in areas
including supply-chain
resilience, clean energy,
infrastructure and digital
trade.
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Which countries are the core members of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue? Did the rise of China in the region play a role in its formation?
Diksha Munjal

The story so far: The leaders of four
countries — India, the U.S., Australia, and
Japan — are meeting for the second in-person
summit of the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue or Quad in Tokyo which
commenced yesterday on May 24. A lot has
changed, since the first in-person meeting of
the Quad in September last year.
The ongoing Russia-Ukraine crisis has
triggered geopolitical shifts, driven up global
inflation, and affected supply chains amid a
slew of western sanctions on Moscow. In
March this year, Quad leaders discussed the
situation in Ukraine in an unscheduled
virtual meeting called by U.S President Joe
Biden.
What is the Quad and why was it
formed?
The Quad is an informal multilateral
grouping of India, the U.S., Australia, and
Japan aimed at cooperation for a free and
open Indo-Pacific region. The region,
composed of two oceans and spanning
multiple continents is a hub of maritime
trade and naval establishments. While not
stated explicitly by the leaders, a major basis
for the grouping is to check China’s growing
influence in the region.
After the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004
wreaked havoc in the region now called the
Indo-Pacific, India stepped up its rescue
efforts not just on its own shores but also
provided assistance to its maritime
neighbours: Sri Lanka, the Maldives and
Indonesia. Soon, the disaster relief effort was
joined by three other naval powers — the
U.S., Australia and Japan, with then U.S.
President George W. Bush announcing that
the four countries would set up an
international coalition to coordinate the
massive effort.
While the charge of the rescue operations
was handed over to the United Nations
shortly after, it led to the birth of a new
framework: the Quadrilateral or Quad. Then
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who
had been promoting the idea of an “arc of
prosperity and freedom” that brought the
Quad countries closer together, further
developed the concept and discussed it with
then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
during a summit in December 2006. The
grouping held a meeting in May 2007 but did
not release an official statement. The 2007

Indo-U.S. Malabar naval exercises also saw
the partial involvement of Japan, Australia
and Singapore. The exercises and
coordination were seen by China as an
attempt to encircle it, which termed the
grouping as trying to build “an Asian NATO”.
The Quad lost momentum post the 2007
meeting as the effort “dissipated amidst
member leadership transitions, concerns
about economic repercussions from China,
and attention to other national interests,”
according to the U.S. Congressional Research
Service.
The grouping was only revived an entire
decade later in 2017, at a time when all four
countries had revised their assessment of
the China challenge; and India had
witnessed the Doklam standoff. Leaders of
all four countries met in the Philippines for
the ‘India-Australia-Japan-U.S.’ dialogue, not
referred to as a Quad dialogue to avoid the
notion of a “gang-up”. Even at this point, a
set of objectives, areas of cooperation, and
even the definition of Indo-Pacific were not
fixed among Quad members.
It was in March 2021 that Mr. Biden, Mr.
Modi, Australia’s outgoing Prime Minister
Scott Morrison, and then Japanese PM
Yoshihide Suga met virtually, for the first
time as an official Quad summit, releasing a
set of objectives for the grouping in a joint
statement called the ‘The Spirit of the Quad’.
What were the objectives of the
grouping?
The March 2021 virtual summit gave rise to
the main objectives of the Quad, outlined
actionable goals, and formed expert working
groups in multiple areas.
Coming together to foster a free and open
Indo-Pacific formed the bedrock of
cooperation. “We recommit to promoting
the free, open, rules-based order, rooted in
international law and undaunted by
coercion, to bolster security and prosperity
in the Indo-Pacific and beyond,” the joint
statement said. Emphasis was laid on “rule
of law, territorial integrity, freedom of
navigation and overflight, peaceful
resolution of disputes, and democratic
values” in the region.
The other areas of immediate focus were
the pandemic through strengthening
equitable vaccine access for the Indo-Pacific,
combating climate change, sharing critical
technologies, cyber security, supply chain
resilience, and infrastructure and

connectivity projects.
Quad leaders launched the Quad Vaccine
Initiative (QVI) with the aim of
manufacturing and distributing at least a
billion COVID-19 vaccines for the Asia region
by the end of 2022. The plan was to
manufacture U.S. developed vaccines in
India with financing provided by the U.S.
and Japan, and delivery undertaken by
Australia and Japan to countries in Southeast
Asia. The plan, however, has had trouble
taking off for multiple reasons including
legal indemnity issues with Indian law,
safety concerns around the vaccine facility
(of Pharma Biological E in Hyderabad), and
lower demand for vaccines in South East
Asia. As for emerging technologies, the four
countries aimed to work on the
development and diversification of 5G
telecommunications and the creation of
supply chains for critical minerals and
technologies for making semiconductors
used in smartphones, another area where
China is a leader.
Quad nations had also agreed to build
joint connectivity projects and transparent
infrastructure funding for countries in the
region. The emphasis on connectivity saw
the Quad challenge China in another sphere:
a coordinated effort to provide financing and
sustainable alternatives to China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), which has led many
nations to take loans and accept
infrastructure bids from Beijing.
The Quad also created a working group
for combating climate change which would
oversee efforts to foster green shipping by
decarbonising maritime supply chains and
promoting the use of clean hydrogen.
What are the future plans of the Quad?
According to a statement released by the
Ministry of External Affairs about the agenda
of the May 24 summit, “The Leaders will
review the progress of Quad initiatives and
Working Groups, identify new areas of
cooperation and provide strategic guidance
and vision for future collaboration”. The
Quad summit is expected to discuss the
Russian war in Ukraine, and the impact of
three months of Western sanctions. Mr.
Biden said yesterday that the world was
“navigating a dark hour” with Russia’s attack
on Ukraine, adding that the war made
evident the need for decent international
order.
(India is the only member of the Quad

that has not joined sanctions against Russia,
while also ramping up its intake of Russian
oil — an estimated 40 million barrels more
than it had in all of 2021).
Mr. Biden also unveiled the ‘Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework’ (IPEF) on May 23,
which, according to Reuters is a programme
to bind countries in the region more closely
through common standards in areas
including supply-chain resilience, clean
energy, infrastructure and digital trade.
Mr. Modi, who attended the launch,
signalled India’s readiness to join the
economic initiative. Indian officials had
earlier expressed, however, that India was
likely to be cautious about its participation in
the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework as it
could be seen as a counter to the 15-nation
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership and the 17-nation Trans-Pacific
Partnership that China is a member of. Quad
members also launched a maritime
monitoring plan to curb illegal fishing in the
Indo-Pacific. Several countries have objected
to Chinese fishing vessels often violating
their exclusive economic zones resulting in
economic losses, while also engaging in
deep-sea trawling, which causes
environmental damage.

Forming a collective: U.S.
President Joe Biden,
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
at a Quad meeting. AFP
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Quad is a ‘force for good’: Modi
Countries at the summit launch maritime initiative to track ‘dark shipping’
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The Quadrilateral alliance
(Quad) is a “force for good”,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said in his opening remarks at its summit in Tokyo
on Tuesday. The event witnessed the launch of several
initiatives, including a maritime project that will allow
the tracking of “dark shipping” across the Indo-Pacific
region.
“Our confidence and determination are strengthening the democratic forces.
Our cooperation at the level
of Quad is aimed at an inclusive Indo-Pacific region. We
increased cooperation during the COVID-19 regarding
vaccine delivery, climate action, supply chain resilience,
disaster response,” he noted.
The summit among the
leaders of Australia, India,
Japan and the United States
took place exactly three
months
after
Russia
launched the invasion of Ukraine that has sent shockwaves across the geopolitical
system, affecting energy,
and food markets.
Silent about Ukraine
Mr. Modi, however, remained silent about the Ukraine crisis in his opening remarks. A joint statement
issued after the meeting addressed the concerns arising
out of the crisis. It said the
member countries “discussed respective responses

Power point: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Australian and Japanese counterparts,
Anthony Albanese (left) and Fumio Kishida (right), and U.S. President Joe Biden at the Quad
summit at Kantei Palace in Tokyo, Japan, on Tuesday. AP
*

to the conflict in Ukraine and
the ongoing tragic humanitarian crisis and assessed its
implications for the IndoPacific”.
One of the several “implications” of the Ukraine crisis
that has been discussed
since Russia launched the attack has focused on possible
Chinese military moves in
the Indo-Pacific region. The
summit’s concerns were
played out almost simultaneously as a joint patrol by the
Russian and Chinese forces
took place near the Japanese
territories, drawing global
attention.
Apart from the Ukraine
crisis, the leaders also took
note of the post-coup crackdown in Myanmar and

called for the release of “all
political detainees, including foreigners”. They also
sought the “swift restoration
of democracy”. In this regard, they welcomed the
role of the Special Envoy of
the ASEAN Chair.
“Quad has adopted a constructive agenda for the Indo-Pacific region. This will
further enhance Quad’s image as a force for good,” Mr.
Modi said. He congratulated
the newly elected Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, who flew to Tokyo a
day after defeating incumbent Prime Minister Scott
Morrison.
The leaders of the Quad
countries announced the
formation of the Indo-Pacific

Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA),
which will build a “faster,
wider, and more accurate
maritime picture of nearreal-time activities in partners’ waters.”
“The benefits of this (maritime) picture are vast: it will
allow tracking of “dark shipping” and other tactical-level
activities, such as rendezvous at sea, as well as improve partners’ ability to respond to climate and
humanitarian events and to
protect their fisheries, which
are vital to many Indo-Pacific economies,” a factsheet
regarding
the
summit
announced.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10
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Quad is a ‘force for
good’, says Modi
This common operating picture will integrate three critical regions — the Pacific Islands, Southeast Asia, and
the Indian Ocean region — in
the Indo-Pacific. In close consultations with regional
partners, the IPMDA would
offer a near-real-time, integrated, and cost-effective
maritime domain awareness
picture, it stated, adding this
initiative would transform
the ability of partners in the
Pacific Islands, Southeast
Asia, and the Indian Ocean

region to fully monitor the
waters on their shores and,
in turn, to uphold a free and
open Indo-Pacific.
The grouping would enhance the sharing of data as
a part of the “Quad Satellite
Data Portal” that would enhance cooperation among
the satellites of the member
countries. The summit welcomed the progress made
regarding the J&J vaccine
production at the Biological
E labs in India under the
Quad Vaccine Partnership.
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Oil rises as tight supply trumps
economy fears, China curbs
EU moves closer to ban on Russian oil; IMF chief says cannot rule out recession
Reuters
LONDON

Oil edged higher on Tuesday,
recovering earlier losses, as
tight global supply and an expected pick-up in demand
during the U.S. summer driving season balanced concerns over a possible recession and China’s COVID-19
curbs.
In a step that analysts say
will further tighten the market, the European Union is
moving closer to agreeing a
ban on Russian oil imports.
Such an embargo is likely to
be agreed “within days”,
Germany’s economy minister said on Monday.
Another source of support is U.S. gasoline demand. Memorial Day wee-

U.S. market: Memorial Day weekend travel is expected to be
the busiest in two years, boosting petrol demand.

kend travel is expected to be
the busiest in two years as
more drivers hit the road
and shake off coronavirus
lockdowns despite high
pump prices.
“It’s quite a challenging
market right now, but one

thing is clear, it’s still extremely tight and those pressures will keep prices elevated,” said Craig Erlam,
analyst at brokerage OANDA.
“Just not quite as much as
it would if not for the recession warnings and Chinese

COVID cases.”
Brent crude rose 18 cents,
or 0.2%, to $113.60 a barrel
by 1222 GMT.
Oil has surged this year,
with Brent hitting $139 in
March for its highest since
2008 after Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine exacerbated supply concerns.
Even so, worries about
the global economy — a main
theme of the Davos meeting
this week — spurred price
falls earlier on Tuesday.
“Global... growth is precipitously declining,” said Tamas Varga of broker PVM.
Beijing is stepping up quarantine efforts to end its outbreak while Shanghai’s lockdown is due to be lifted in a
little more than a week.
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Boundaries of Places of
Worship Act being probed
Recent orders testing the protective grip of 1991 legislation
Krishnadas Rajagopal
New Delhi

Recent happenings in courts
in Delhi, Varanasi, Mathura
and the Supreme Court test
the protective grip and
probe the boundaries of the
Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act of 1991. The
Act prohibits conversion of
places of worship and provides for the maintenance of
their religious character as it
existed on August 15, 1947.
The Ayodhya judgment of
the Supreme Court said the
1991 Act “speaks to our history and to the future of the
nation… In preserving the
character of places of public
worship, Parliament has
mandated in no uncertain
terms that history and its
wrongs shall not be used as
instruments to oppress the
present and the future.”
These very observations
in the Ayodhya verdict are
quoted by a Delhi civil judge
while dismissing a suit to
“restore” alleged Hindu and
Jain temples inside the Qutub Minar complex. “Every
endeavour should be made
to enforce the objective of
The Places of Worship Act…
Our country had a rich history and seen challenging
times. Nevertheless, history
has to be accepted as a
whole. Can the good be retained and bad be deleted
from our history?” the civil

Police personnel outside the
Varanasi District Court. PTI
*

court stated in November
2021.
On May 19, the Mathura
court gave a “considered
view” that the 1991 Act did
not bar a suit challenging the
“fraudulent” compromise

NEWS ANALYSIS
between the Sri Krishna
Janmsthan Sewa Sangh and
the Trust Masjid Idgah.
A Varanasi civil court constituted an advocate commission to conduct a videographic survey of the
Gyanvapi mosque premises.
It later ordered, even before
the commission filed its report, the sealing of a portion
of the site when informed by
Hindu plaintiffs that a shivling was reportedly found
during the survey.
Anjuman Intejamia Masjid, the Gyanvapi mosque’s
caretakers, urged the top
court to “nip in the bud”

these “null and void” orders
of the Varanasi court.. They
alleged the commission was
“appointed to see whether
there were any deities there,
any symbols relating to
another religion… and this is
precisely what the 1991 Act
bars”. Senior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi, for the caretakers, argued that “there is no
dispute as far as the existence of this property is concerned for a period of 500
years and the religious character of the mosque… It is
this religious character that
has to be protected, otherwise the Places of Worship
Act and the object of the Act
will become a dead-letter”.
However, Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud, leading the
Bench, orally observed that
“ascertainment of the religious character of a place is
not barred by the Act”. The
top court described the appointment of the commission as a “procedural mechanism” for determining
the “religious character of
the place”. The Bench said it
was not unknown that religious places in India had a
“hybrid character”. It reiterated an earlier order to secure the area where the shivling was reportedly found
and allow Muslims to offer
namaz at the Gyanvapi mosque while transferring the
case to the district judge.
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Qutub Minar not a place of worship: ASI
It opposes appeal against dismissal of civil suit seeking ‘restoration’ of 27 temples
Abhinay Lakshman
New Delhi

The Qutub Minar complex is
not a place of worship and its
character cannot be changed
now, the Archaeological Survey of India submitted in a
Delhi court on Tuesday while
opposing a plea challenging
the dismissal of a civil suit
seeking “restoration” of Hindu and Jain temples on the
premises.
The original suit, which
claimed that 27 temples were
demolished to build the
Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque at
the Qutub Minar complex,
was dismissed last year under the provisions of Places
of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991.
Court reserves order
Additional District Judge
(ADJ) Nikhil Chopra has reserved the order on the plea
for June 9.

The Qutub Minar complex in
Delhi FILE PHOTO
*

Arguing before the ADJ at
a Saket court, petitioner Hari
Shankar Jain said the dismissal of the original suit based
on the 1991 Act was wrong as
the Qutub Minar complex
comes under the purview of
the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Re-

mains (AMASR) Act of 1958.
The ASI, however, submitted that the Qutub Minar
complex was not a place of
worship when it was first notified as a protected monument in 1914.
Advocate S. Gupta, appearing for the ASI, explained that the character of
a monument is decided on
the date when it comes under protection. Following
this, objections from the public are invited for two
months. This is how several
places where religious practices were being conducted
came to be protected under
the AMASR Act, the ASI explained, adding that the petitioner cannot at this juncture
seek to change the character
of the monument.
While hearing the arguments, ADJ Chopra noted
that the central question appears to revolve around the

character of the monument.
Mr. Jain cited the Ayodhya
Ram Janmabhoomi judgment to argue that the character of the area remained
that of a temple as the structure was built by allegedly
demolishing Hindu and Jain
temples.
In its submissions, the ASI
said remains of 27 temples
were procured for the mosque by spending 2,00,000
Deliwals (coins) on each. It
added that nowhere in the
records does it mention that
these remains were retrieved
by demolishing temples.
The court said that the petitioner is seeking to turn the
monument into a place of
worship based on a claim
that a temple complex existed there 800 years ago. “Deity has survived without worship for 800 years, why not
let it survive like that?” the
court said on a lighter note.
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Ayushman Bharat Health
Account app relaunched
New user interface, more utilities
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

The National Health Authority (NHA), under its flagship
scheme of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM),
on Tuesday announced the
launch of a revamped Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA) mobile application.
The ABHA app, previously known as the NDHM
Health Records app, is available on the Google Play
Store and already has over
four lakh downloads.
The updated version of
the app has a new user interface (UI) and added functionalities that enable individuals to access their health
records
anytime
and
anywhere. The existing ABHA app users can also update their previous app versions to the latest one.
Allows self-uploading
The ABHA app enables an
individual to create an ABHA
address
(username@abdm), an easy-toremember username that
can be linked with the 14-digit randomly generated AB-

HA number. It also enables
users to link their health records created at an ABDMcompliant health facility
and view them on their
smartphones.
It allows self-uploading of
physical health records in
the ABDM-compliant health
lockers, along with sharing
of digital health records
such as diagnostic reports,
prescriptions and CoWIN
vaccination certificate after
the consent of an individual
through the ABDM network.
In addition to this, the
app has new functionalities
such as edit profile and link
and unlink ABHA number
(14 digit) with ABHA address. Other functionalities
such as login via face and
fingerprint authentication
and ability to scan QR code
at the counter of the ABDMcompliant facility for express registration shall also
be released soon.
R.S. Sharma, CEO, National Health Authority
(NHA), said: “The ABHA app
will be instrumental in helping citizens to create their
longitudinal health records.”
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A new road for India’s fiscal federalism
Suhrith Parthasarathy

O

n May 19, in Union of India
vs Mohit Minerals, the Supreme Court of India delivered a ruling which is likely to
have an impact far wider than
what the Centre might have imagined when it brought the case up
on appeal. At stake was the validity of a levy imposed on importers,
of Integrated Goods and Services
Tax (IGST) on ocean freight paid
by foreign sellers to foreign shipping lines. The Gujarat High Court
had declared the tax illegal. The
Supreme Court affirmed the ruling
through Justice D.Y. Chandrachud’s judgment and held that the
levy constituted double taxation —
that is, that the importer, which
was already paying tax on the
“composite” supply of goods,
could not be asked to pay an additional tax on a perceived “service”
that it may have received.

Just recommendations
In making this finding, the Court
proceeded on a technical reading
of various laws, in particular the
provisions of the Central Goods
and Services Tax Act. That reading, in and by itself, has limited implications. But the Court also
made a slew of observations,
which, if taken to their logical conclusion by State legislatures, could
potentially transform the future of
fiscal federalism in India. It held,
for instance, that both Parliament
and the State legislatures enjoy
equal power to legislate on Goods
and Services Tax (GST), and that
the Goods and Services Tax Council’s recommendations were just

that: recommendations that could
never be binding on a legislative
body.
Reacting to the ruling, the Union Ministry of Finance has
claimed that it “does not in any
way lay down anything new”, and
that it “does not have any bearing
on the way GST has been functioning in India, nor lays down anything fundamentally different to the
existing framework of GST”. But a
close reading of the judgment belies this suggestion. Until now, governments across India have treated
the
GST
Council’s
recommendations — even where
they disagreed with them — as sacrosanct, because they believed
that this was indeed the law. What
Mohit Minerals holds, though, is
that State governments, on a proper construal of the Constitution,
need to hardly feel circumscribed
by any such limitation. As such, according to the Court, State legislatures possess the authority to deviate from any advice rendered by
the GST Council and to make their
own laws by asserting, in the process, their role as equal partners in
India’s federal architecture.
Advent of Articles
When, in July 2017, the Union government introduced the GST regime through the 101st constitutional Amendment, it did so based
on an underlying belief that tax administration across India needed
unification. ‘One Nation, One Tax’,
was the mantra. To give effect to
this idea, many entries in the State
list of Schedule VII of the Constitution were either deleted or amended. No longer could State governments, for example, legislate on
sale or purchase of goods (barring
a few exceptions, such as petroleum and liquor) through the ordinary legislative route. Instead, a
power to legislate on GST was inserted through a newly introduced

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

After the ‘Mohit Minerals’ judgment, States will now be free to exercise independent power to legislate on GST

Article 246A. This provision overrode the general dominion granted to Parliament and State legislatures to bring laws on various
subjects and afforded to them an
express authority to make legislation on GST.
In addition, the 101st Amendment also established, through Article 279A, a GST Council. This body comprises the Union Finance
Minister, the Union Minister of
State for Finance, and Ministers of
Finance from every State government. The Council was given the
power to “make recommendations to the Union and States” on
several different matters. These include a model GST law, the goods
and services that may be subjected
to or exempted from GST and the
rates at which tax is to be levied. In
framing the manner in which the
Council’s votes are to be reckoned
with, the Union government was
granted a virtual veto.
As I wrote in these pages when
the Amendment was first introduced, there was some amount of
confusion on whether the Council’s decisions would be binding.
The use of the word “recommendations” suggested on the one
hand that its decisions would be
advisory, at best. But, at the same
time, the fact that Article 279A directed the establishment of a mechanism to adjudicate disputes
between governments on decisions taken by the Council suggested that those governments would,
in fact, be bound by any advice
rendered to them. If the former
reading was to be deployed, the

purpose behind the introduction
of a common GST would be in jeopardy. But the latter interpretation
effectively entailed a destruction
of the well-laid plans of the Constituent Assembly. Fiscal responsibilities that had been divided with
much care and attention between
the Union and the States would
now stand dissolved.
Not a symmetrical compact
In its judgment in Mohit Minerals,
the Supreme Court has provided
what ought to be seen as the final
word on this conundrum. Although States had until now proceeded on a tacit belief that the
GST Council’s recommendations
were binding, such an approach,
in Justice Chandrachud’s words,
would run counter both to the express words of the Constitution
and the philosophical values underlying the language deployed.
Our federal compact, the judgment holds, is not symmetrical, in
that there are certain areas of the
Constitution that contain a “centralising drift” — where the Union
is granted a larger share of the
power — and there are other areas
where equal responsibility is
vested.
Article 246A, which was introduced by the 101st Amendment, is
one such clause. The provision
provides concomitant power both
to the Union and to the State governments to legislate on GST. It
does not discriminate between the
two in terms of its allocation of
authority. That allocation, according to the Court, cannot be limited
by a reading of Article 279A, which
establishes a GST Council, and
which treats the Council’s decisions as “recommendations”. “If
the GST Council was intended to
be a decision-making authority
whose recommendations transform to legislation,” wrote Justice
Chandrachud, “such a qualifica-

tion would have been included in
Articles 246A or 279A.” But in the
present case, no such qualification
can be found.
In perspective
The Court’s ruling does not mean
that a legislature — whether Parliament or the States’ — cannot
through statutory law make the
Council’s recommendations binding on executive bodies. Indeed,
insofar as the laws today make
such a mandate, rulemaking by
the executive would necessarily
have to be bound by the Council’s
advice. But a constitutional power,
in the Court’s ruling, can never be
limited through statute. Such
curbs must flow only from the
Constitution. And in this case, in
the Court’s analysis, no restrictions on legislative power can be
gleaned on a meaningful reading
of the Constitution.
Today, because of the ruling in
Mohit Minerals, State governments
will be free to exercise independent power to legislate on GST. It is
possible that this might lead to
conflicting taxation regimes, with
the idea of ‘One Nation One Tax’
rendered nugatory. But as the
Court puts it, “Indian federalism is
a dialogue between cooperative
and uncooperative federalism
where the federal units are at liberty to use different means of persuasion ranging from collaboration to contestation.”
GST was conceived as a product
of what some described as
“pooled sovereignty”. But perhaps it is only in an administrative
area, animated by contestation,
where we can see synergy between different sovereign units,
where our nation can take a genuine turn towards a more “cooperative federalism”.
Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate
practising in the Madras High Court

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS
COURT E SY

T H E

H IND U

Piyush Goyal bats for local
supply chains at Davos meet
He praises Indian business’ exports worth $421.8 billion
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Indian industry should
strengthen domestic supply
chains by sourcing supplies
locally, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
said at Davos, Switzerland.
Speaking at the ‘Breakfast
session Discussion on Trade
4.0’ at the World Economic
Forum (WEF), Mr. Goyal said
that there is a lot of optimism globally regarding India, despite challenges like

Piyush Goyal

the pandemic and the Ukraine conflict.
Mr. Goyal expressed concern over “excessive depen-

dence” on international supply chains and asked
businesses to procure goods
locally “whenever there is
an opportunity”.
The Minister pointed out
several factors like COVID-19, semiconductor chip
shortages, the Ukraine crisis, container shortages,
which are affecting business
globally for the last two
years.
CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10
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Centre scraps import duties on
crude sunflower, soyabean oils
Bid to tame inflation; after wheat, export of sugar restricted to 10 million tonnes
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

In a bid to cool inflation in
edible oils, the Centre on
Tuesday allowed duty-free
import of 20 lakh tonnes
each of crude soyabean oil
and crude sunflower oil for
this year as well as 2023-24.
Retail inflation in edible
oils and fats was 18.8% in
March and 17.3% in April,
and sunflower oil imports
have been constricted due to
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict since February 24.
The Finance Ministry has
notified the duty structure
changes which will become
operational from May 25,
stating that this would provide significant relief to consumers.
Ukraine was the world’s
largest sunflower oil expor-

Burning issue: Prices of edible oils have been ruling high,
stoking the retail inflation rate. REUTERS
*

ter before the conflict began
and India has been striving
to tap alternative supplies
from rival Russia and countries such as Argentina.
Last October, the government reduced the basic import duties on edible oils
amid runaway prices.
The import duty on crude

palm oil was slashed to 2.5%,
from 10%, while those on
crude soya and sunflower
oils were cut to 2.5%, from
7.5%.
In another development,
after wheat, the Centre has
decided to restrict the export of sugar to 10 million
tonnes.

The Union Department of
Food and Public Distribution
said in a statement here on
Tuesday the decision was in
the wake of “unprecedented
growth in exports of sugar”
and the need to maintain sufficient stock of sugar in the
country. It is for the first time
in six years that the Centre is
regulating sugar exports.
The move will come into effect from June 1.
According to the Indian
Sugar Mills Association (ISMA), the industry has signed
contracts to export over 8.5
million tonnes of sugar.
Of these, around 7.1 million tonnes have been physically exported out of the
country till the end of April.
In the last year, the country had exported 4.3 million
lakh tonnes till April, 2021.

60% e-waste recycling likely by 2023
Draft notification says companies will have to pay ‘environmental compensation’ for missed targets
certificates and monitor if
companies are meeting their
targets is the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Consumer goods companies
and makers of electronics
goods have to ensure at least
60% of their electronic waste
is collected and recycled by
2023 with targets to increase
them to 70% and 80% in
2024 and 2025, respectively,
according to a draft notification by the Environment Ministry made public this
week.
The rules bring into effect
a system of trading in certificates, akin to carbon credits,
that will allow companies to
temporarily
bridge
shortfalls.
A wide range of electronic
goods, including laptops,
landline and mobile phones,
cameras, recorders, music
systems, microwaves, refrigerators and medical equipment, have been specified in
the notification.
Public feedback
India, which is unique
among South Asian countries in that it has a formal set
of rules for electronic waste
management,
first
announced these rules in 2016
and amended them in 2018.

All aboard: Electronic goods such as laptops and phones will
come within the ambit of the new rules. FILE PHOTO
*

The latest rules, which
have been put up for public
feedback, are expected to
come into effect by August.
Along with specifying targets, the rules lay out a system of companies securing
extended producer responsibility (EPR) certificates.
These certificates certify
the quantity of e-waste collected and recycled in a particular year by a company
and an organisation may sell
surplus quantities to another
company to help it meet its
obligations.

“The earlier rules stressed
collection targets. Now we
are emphasising the EPR, recycling and trading. This follows from the government’s
objective to promote a circular economy,” Naresh Gangwar, Additional Secretary,
Environment Ministry, told
The Hindu.
Companies will have to register on an online portal
and specify their annual production and e-waste collection targets.
The chief entity that will
coordinate the trade of EPR

Dealing with delays
Specifically, a steering committee to be headed by the
Chairman of the CPCB will
oversee the overall implementation of these regulations. Companies that don’t
meet their annual targets
will have to pay a fine or an
“environmental compensation”, but the draft doesn’t
specify the quantum of these
fines. In fact, companies that
fall short can meet a year’s
target, even after three
years. Those that meet their
targets with a year’s delay
will be refunded 85% of their
fine, and 60% and 30% after
the second and third year,
respectively.
In March 2020, the government said it more than
doubled the electronic waste
(e-waste) it recycled in 201819 over 2017-18. This translated to a 10% recycling rate in
2017-18 rising to a little over
20% in 2018-19.
The EPR requires producers to set up e-waste exchange facilities to facilitate

collection and recycling, and
assign specific responsibility
to bulk consumers of electronic products for safe disposal.
The State governments
have been entrusted with the
responsibility of earmarking
industrial space for e-waste
dismantling and recycling facilities, undertaking industrial skill development and
establishing measures for
protecting the health and safety of workers engaged in
the dismantling and recycling facilities for e-waste.
The e-waste produced in
India as per the data provided by the government is lower than estimates by international agencies.
According to the Global EWaste Monitor 2017, India
generates about 2 million
tonnes (MT) of e-waste annually and ranks fifth among
e-waste producing countries, after the U.S., China, Japan and Germany.
Most of India’s e-waste is
recycled by the informal sector and under hazardous
conditions and a thrust of
the e-waste rules is to have
more of this waste handled
by the formal sector.
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History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society
Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
Effects of globalization on Indian society;
Role of women and women’s organization;
Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);
Population and associated issues;
Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper II
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

India and its neighbourhood- relations;
Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;
Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;
Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper III

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;
Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

K

Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;
Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M
N
O

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

P
Q

Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

I
J

R
S

Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
Issues relating to intellectual property rights
Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T
U
V
W
X

Various forces and their mandate;

A
B

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

C

Security challenges and their management in border areas;
Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Dimensions of ethics;
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D

Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

E
F
G

Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;

H
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J
K
L
M
N
O
P
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S
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Moral and political attitudes;
Social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.
Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
sources of ethical guidance;
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;
Corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
Philosophical basis of governance and probity;
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.
Case Studies on above issues.
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