


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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By speaking out last week on the situation along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC), two top Ameri-
can o�cials have sent a clear message that Wash-

ington views the on-going India-China border tensions
as part of the broader geopolitical contest underway in
the region. On a visit to New Delhi, General Charles A.
Flynn, Commander of the U.S. Army Paci�c, described
the level of Chinese activity in Eastern Ladakh as “eye-
opening” and questioned its intentions. Then, at the
Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, the region’s most
high-pro�le security event, U.S. Secretary of Defence
Lloyd J. Austin said Beijing was continuing to “harden
its position” along the border. He drew a connection
between China’s �shing activities in the East China Sea,
the placing of advanced weaponry on man-made is-
lands in the South China Sea, and its LAC actions as part
of a “coercive and aggressive approach” to territorial
claims. He underlined that the Biden administration
saw the Indo-Paci�c as its “priority theatre of opera-
tions” and at the “heart of American grand strategy”.
The LAC comment predictably led to China’s Foreign
Ministry accusing the U.S. of “adding fuel to the �re”.

June 15, 2022, will mark the second anniversary of
the violent Galwan Valley clash, which also marked the
lowest point in bilateral relations in many decades.
Leaving aside the curious detail that American o�cials
have recently had more to say publicly than their Indian
counterparts about the as-yet-unresolved crisis, there
appears to be little prospect of an imminent resolution
after two years and 15 rounds of talks. At the Shangri-La
Dialogue, to which New Delhi puzzlingly did not send
high-level political representation, the Chinese Defence
Minister, Gen. Wei Fenghe, alleged it was India that
“sent people to the Chinese side of the territory”. He
did add that both sides were working on maintaining
good relations, but with India and China continuing to
fortify forward areas, a full de-escalation remains in-
creasingly unlikely. By highlighting the border, the U.S.
appears to be making its case to the region that its allies
and partners need to band together to restrain China’s
behaviour. New Delhi, for its part, will likely face ever
greater expectations to take a stand on China’s actions,
beyond the bilateral domain. India, so far, is the only
one among the four Quad countries to refrain from tak-
ing public positions on issues such as Taiwan and Hong
Kong. Beijing, meanwhile, is pointing to the U.S. and
the Quad as destabilising forces, viewing the Quad as a
nascent “Asian NATO”, a label that its members reject.
New Delhi might like to say it has already chosen its side
in this geopolitical tussle — that is, its own. But the real-
ity is that countries are likely to face increasingly hard
choices as they navigate an intensifying rivalry between
the world’s two biggest powers.

Choosing sides 
As the U.S. and China intensify their rivalry,
other countries are faced with hard choices 
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Human Rights (UDHR) states that “everyone has
the right to a standard of living adequate for the
health and well-being of himself and of his family,
including food, clothing, housing and medical
care…”.

Likewise, Article 11.1 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) recognises “the right of everyone to an
adequate standard of living for himself and his
family, including adequate food, clothing and
housing, and to the continuous improvement of
living conditions”. Furthermore, under Article
11.1, countries are under an obligation to take
“appropriate steps” to ensure the realisation of
these rights such as the right to adequate housing.

The rights recognised under ICESCR, according
to Article 4, can be restricted by States only if the
limitations are determined by law in a manner
compatible with the nature of these rights and
solely to promote society’s general welfare.
However, any limitation imposed on the rights
given in the Covenant such as the right to
adequate housing cannot lead to the destruction
of these rights. This is categorically recognised in
Article 5 of ICESCR.

Besides, international law also prohibits
arbitrary interference in an individual’s right to
property. For instance, Article 12 of the UDHR
states that “no one shall be subjected to arbitrary
interference with his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour
and reputation”. Article 12 also stipulates that
“everyone has the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or attacks”. This
same right is also provided under Article 17 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR). Article 17 further provides that
everyone has the right to own property alone as
well as in association with others and that no one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. Thus,
arbitrary interference with an individual’s
property is a gross violation of the ICCPR.

Forced evictions
The O�ce of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) commonly known as the United
Nations (UN) Human Rights O�ce — whose
mandate is to promote and protect human rights
guaranteed under international law — has
elaborated on the content of the right to adequate
housing.

According to the UN Human Rights O�ce, an
integral element of the right to adequate housing

Demolition drives violate
international law 
In the context of the Uttar Pradesh government
bulldozing ‘illegal properties’ of protestors who
took to the streets to condemn the comments
made by erstwhile BJP spokespersons, this article
dated April 20, 2022 by Prabhash Ranjan and
Aman Kumar explains how arbitrary destruction
and eviction of houses are against international
laws.

Communal clashes broke out during Ram
Navami processions in several parts of the country
including at Khargone in Madhya Pradesh.
Subsequently, the Madhya Pradesh government
bulldozed the houses of those who were allegedly
involved in rioting. The State government claims
that these demolitions are in response to illegal
encroachments. However, the fact that these
arbitrary demolitions are being carried out
against the alleged rioters of one particular
community and in the immediate aftermath of the
riots shows that their purpose seems to be to
impose collective punishment.

The bulldozing machines— the new symbols of
brute state power — are not just demolishing
houses and shops but also bulldozing rule of law
and our constitutional order. This idea of serving
‘justice’, quick and cold, through bulldozers
emanated in Uttar Pradesh. In the wake of
protests against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019 the Uttar Pradesh government passed orders
to recover damages from those who were
allegedly involved in destroying public property.
This process has been further institutionalised
through the enactment of the Uttar Pradesh
Recovery of Damages to Public and Private
Property Act, 2020.

Several commentators have already pointed out
that the use of such brute state power violates
various domestic legal provisions. Our purpose is
to illustrate that the act of bulldozing houses
without due process and legal sanction also
amounts to a breach of India’s international law
obligations.

Right to adequate housing
The right to housing is not only a fundamental
right recognised under Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution, it is also a well-documented right
under the international human rights law
framework, which is binding on India. For
instance, Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of

is ‘protection against forced evictions’. Building
on the right to adequate housing, given in Article
11.1 of ICESCR, the UN Human Rights O�ce
de�nes ‘forced evictions’ as ‘permanent or
temporary removal against the will of individuals,
families and/or communities from the homes
and/or land which they occupy, without the
provision of, and access to, appropriate forms of
legal or other protection’. The right to adequate
housing also entails freedom from arbitrary
interference with one’s home, privacy, and family.

The bulldozing of the houses by the Madhya
Pradesh government of the alleged rioters
amounts to forced eviction and arbitrary
interference with an individual’s home, thus a
breach of Article 11.1 of the ICESCR. This action
can be defended under international law only if it
can be shown that the forced eviction is as per the
law and in conformity with the provisions of the
human rights covenants. Also, other requirements
such as whether the state action was necessary
and proportionate will have to be examined. It is
unlikely that these forced evictions can be lawfully
defended given the timing of the eviction.

One wonders that if these demolitions were
against illegal encroachments, then did the
authorities get the eviction order on the day of the
riots, or did they have an eviction order earlier,
but decided to act only after the riots? Also, were
the eviction orders limited to the Muslim locality?

Judicial incorporation
Moreover, the international human rights law
identi�ed above has been judicially incorporated
by the Supreme Court of India into the Indian
legal system. The apex court in cases like Bachan
Singh vs State of Punjab, Vishaka vs State of
Rajasthan, and recently in the famous
Puttaswamy vs Union of India has laid down the
principle that the fundamental rights guaranteed
under the Constitution must be read and
interpreted in a manner which would enhance
their conformity with international human rights
law.

As the custodian of India’s constitutional order,
it is high time that the judiciary acted and
imposed necessary checks on the unbridled
exercise of power by the executive. Courts should
use international law to counter the
nationalist-populist discourse.

Prabhash Ranjan is Professor at O. P. Jindal
Global University. Aman Kumar is Assistant
Professor at IFIM Law School

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

The bulldozing of houses was to impose collective punishment on the alleged rioters 

THE GIST
B The right to housing is
not only a fundamental
right recognised under
Article 21 of the Indian
Constitution, it is also a
well-documented right
under the international
human rights law
framework, which is binding
on India. 

B International law also
prohibits arbitrary
interference in an
individual’s right to
property. For instance,
Article 12 of the Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights  states that “no one
shall be subjected to
arbitrary interference with
his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor to
attacks upon his honour and
reputation”. 

B The above identi�ed
international human rights
law has been judicially
incorporated by the
Supreme Court of India into
the Indian legal system.
Therefore, the bulldozing of
houses of the alleged
rioters amounts to forced
eviction and arbitrary
interference with an
individual’s home which is a
breach of national as well as
international law. 

Prabhash Ranjan 
Aman Kumar

In ruins: A bulldozer demolishes the house of a Muslim man, who Uttar Pradesh State authorities accuse of being involved in riots, in Prayagraj on June 12. * REUTERS
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Elections for 57 Rajya Sabha seats in the latest
round that concluded on June 10 provide notable
signals about the political winds in several States.

Forty-one seats had single candidates who were elected
unopposed from 11 States, while contests for 16 in four
States — Haryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Rajas-
than — were eventful, and accompanied by charges of
horse-trading, sabotage, and misuse of power by in-
cumbents at the Centre and State. The BJP’s continued
emphasis on backward classes and weaker sections was
evident in its selection of candidates — re�ected in at
least half of the 22 new members the party brings into
the Rajya Sabha. Three Muslim BJP MPs who have their
terms ending in July were not renominated, and the rul-
ing party will not have a single Parliament member
from the community now. The Congress, on the other
hand, continued to be tone deaf to the clamour for in-
creased representation by weaker sections — eight of its
10 candidates were from dominant communities. The
party pointedly lost the �rst opportunity to demon-
strate that its Udaipur declaration that promised re-
forms in the party such as the ‘one family, one person’
principle in allotting tickets was indeed a serious e�ort. 

The BJP’s manoeuvring capacity yielded good results
in Maharashtra and Haryana but in Rajasthan, it had to
eat humble pie, losing an MLA to the Congress camp. In
Karnataka, the elections saw the Congress distancing it-
self from the JD(S), trying to emerge as the singular op-
position to the ruling BJP ahead of the Assembly elec-
tion next year. The new situation makes the possibility
of an alliance distant, if not impossible. The BJP’s show
of strength in Maharashtra has upset the calculations of
the ruling tripartite Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), and
threatens its government. In 2019, the strength of the
MVA, comprising the Shiv Sena, Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) and Congress along with a few indepen-
dents and smaller parties, stood at 169, comfortably
above the halfway mark of 145. Two-and-half-years la-
ter, the BJP secured 123 votes in the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions, while the MVA’s tally came down to 161 votes.
Two NCP MLAs were in jail and could not vote, one Se-
na vote was declared invalid; one Sena MLA had died a
month ago. Though the MVA government faces no im-
mediate danger, the shift of at least 10 votes to the BJP
has brought it closer to the majority mark amid mur-
murs of discontent within the three parties. Fresh talk
of welcoming ‘disgruntled’ and ‘dissatis�ed’ MLAs
could well be possible in the coming days. Rajasthan
CM Ashok Gehlot and Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel
have reinforced their positions within the Congress
amid demands for their exit. In Haryana, the loss of one
winnable seat due to internal feuding shows the inabil-
ity of the Congress high command to enforce discipline.

Beyond the numbers
The Rajya Sabha polls brought out internal

dissension in both the BJP and the Congress 
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India had 160 nuclear war-
heads as on January 2022
and it appears to be expand-
ing its nuclear arsenal, the
Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SI-
PRI), a defence think tank,
said on Monday.

Similarly, Pakistan also
appears to be expanding its
nuclear arsenal, the SIPRI
said in a statement.

Chinese expansion
“China is in the middle of a
substantial expansion of its
nuclear weapon arsenal,
which satellite images indi-
cate includes the construc-
tion of over 300 new missile
silos,” the statement noted.
China had 350 nuclear war-
heads in January 2021 and
2022, it stated.

“Even though the SIPRI's
estimate of China’s total in-
ventory is the same as for Ja-

nuary 2021, the number of
stockpiled warheads poten-
tially available for use has
changed because new
launchers became opera-
tional during 2021,” it noted.

While India’s nuclear
stockpile increased from 156
in January 2021 to 160 in Ja-
nuary 2022, Pakistan’s nu-
clear stockpile has re-
mained at 165, it claimed.

“India and Pakistan ap-
pear to be expanding their
nuclear arsenals, and both
countries introduced and
continued to develop new
types of nuclear delivery
system in 2021,” it claimed.

India does not share o�-
cial data on its nuclear
arsenal.

“India and Pakistan make
statements about some of
their missile tests but pro-
vide no information about
the status or size of their ar-
senals,” the SIPRI’s state-
ment said.

India is expanding its
nuclear arsenal: SIPRI 
‘Number of warheads has risen to 160’
Press Trust of India
New Delhi
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The law presumes a couple
to be married if they have
lived together for long as
man and wife, the Supreme
Court said in a judgment on
Monday.

A Bench of Justices S. Ab-
dul Nazeer and Vikram Nath
said “the law presumes in fa-
vour of marriage and not in a
state of concubinage”.

Though the presumption
of marriage could be chal-
lenged, it would be a “heavy
burden” for the one who
seeks to deprive the relation-

ship of a legal origin. The
challenger has to prove that
the couple are not married,
Justice Nazeer, who auth-
ored the judgment,
observed.

The judgment came in an
appeal �led on a suit of parti-
tion from Kerala. Four sons
and their heirs had copar-
cenary rights over a proper-
ty. One of them had lived
with a woman for years and
had a son. The question be-
fore the courts was whether
this son should be treated as
an illegitimate child. The riv-
al side contended that there

were no documents or evi-
dence to prove that the man
and woman had tied the
knot. They argued that a
child from such a union had
no right over a coparcenary
property.

The trial court, however,
ruled in favour of the cou-
ple’s son. It presumed that
his parents were married. It
passed a preliminary decree
for partition giving him a
share of the property. The
Kerala High Court, however,
reversed the decision, saying
the “marriage” between his
parents was not valid.

The Supreme Court set
aside the High Court deci-
sion, saying it would be al-
most impossible to �nd doc-
umentary evidence of a
marriage which took place
50 years before the �ling of
the partition suit. Besides,
there was evidence that the
man had made periodic pay-
ments to the woman.

“A strong presumption ar-
ises in favour of wedlock
where two partners have
lived together for a long spell
as husband and wife,” the
court quoted from its past
judgments.

Long cohabitation presumes marriage: SC 
Judgment comes in an appeal �led on a suit of partition from Kerala
Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI
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In a major setback to Ama-
zon, the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) rejected the U.S. e-
commerce company’s ap-
peal against an antitrust sus-
pension of its investment
deal with Future Group, say-
ing the retailer had not made
full disclosures at the time of
seeking approval.

NCLAT also upheld a
₹200-crore penalty imposed
on Amazon by the Competi-
tion Commission of India
(CCI) and asked the e-com-
merce �rm to deposit the
same in 45 days.

It supported the CCI �nd-
ings that Amazon didn’t
make full disclosures regard-

ing the deal with Future Re-
tail subsidiary — Future Cou-
pons Pvt. Ltd. (FCPL).

In its order, NCLAT said,
“Amazon has not made full,
whole, forthright and frank
disclosures of relevant
materials.

“It had furnished only li-
mited disclosures pertaining
to acquiring its strategic

rights and interest in FRL
(Future Retail Ltd.)” and ex-
ecuting the commercial
contract.

“In this regard, this appel-
late tribunal is in complete
agreement with the view ar-
rived at by the �rst respon-
dent (CCI),” said the NCLAT.

The competition watch-
dog had on December 17,
2021, levied a ₹200-crore pe-
nalty on Amazon and sus-
pended its deal with Future,
stating that the U.S. �rm had
deliberately suppressed the
actual scope and purpose of
the 2019 investment and
made false and incorrect
statements. Amazon had
challenged the decision, ar-
guing that it had not con-
cealed any information.

Tribunal upholds ₹200-crore penalty imposed on U.S. �rm 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi

NCLAT junks Amazon appeal
against CCI suspending FRL deal
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Few questions in business and
public policy are as complex
as the question of how to

save lives. Lives matter, not only of
those who are fortunate to live in
more developed regions, but also
of those who live in less developed
regions. Many governments
around the world struggle to ad-
dress the problem of inequity in
access to life-saving products such
as vaccines. The struggle becomes
even more complex when there is
a sudden increase in demand for
such life-saving products, for ex-
ample, during a pandemic. When
there is a sudden increase in de-
mand for life-saving products
(e.g., �u vaccines during the 2009-
10 H1N1 pandemic), how do �rms
respond across the more versus
less developed regions within a na-
tion? Why might foreign incum-
bents and rival domestic �rms res-
pond di�erently?

To answer such intricate ques-
tions, it is crucial to �rst under-
stand the sources of competitive
advantage under normal condi-
tions, i.e., in the absence of the
pandemic. Product demand is
central to the development of cap-
abilities and the resources of �rms
as it incentivises their engagement
in the high-�xed-cost research and
development activities required to
produce life-saving products such
as vaccines. Typically, in develop-
ing economies, relatively muted
demand for prophylactic products
(i.e., products for which consumer
pays now for some uncertain be-
ne�ts in future) due to lower dis-

posable income and present bias
serves as a disincentive for domes-
tic �rms as they fear they may not
sell enough vaccines at a price suf-
�cient to recover their costs. In
contrast, large foreign multina-
tionals (henceforth MNEs) origi-
nating from developed economies
can still generate additional eco-
nomic returns by selling their pro-
ducts in developing economies so
long as they can recover the varia-
ble costs of their products. There-
fore, ceteris paribus, greater de-
mand for prophylactic products in
developed economies relative to
developing economies enable
MNEs from developed economies
to become dominant incumbents
in prophylactic product markets
in developing economies.

Outbreaks and impact
However, sudden disease out-
breaks can bring unanticipated
changes in the business environ-
ment that could give rise to within-
country spatial heterogeneity in
business opportunities and chal-
lenges for MNEs and domestic
�rms. It is not straightforward to
predict how these di�erent kinds
of �rms will strategically respond
to such changes. On the one hand,
incumbent MNEs may be in a bet-
ter position to leverage their global
scale and reinforce their market
dominance across regions within a
nation.

On the other hand, however,
MNEs may face greater opportuni-
ty costs in serving the underdeve-
loped regions under a condition
when there is a spike in global de-
mand. Not only capacity con-
straints but also opportunity costs
of di�erent kinds of �rms may li-

mit the extent to which additional
product supplies can be distribut-
ed across various regions in res-
ponse to the sudden increase in
pandemic-induced demand. The-
refore, in a recent paper (Adbi,
Chatterjee, Mishra, 2022; https://
bit.ly/39rIhPF) published in Man-
agement Science, we carefully in-
vestigate how MNEs and domestic
�rms respond in di�erent local
markets to a global demand shock.

Vaccine market
Our research analytically leverag-
es the 2009-10 H1N1 in�uenza pan-
demic as a source of a sudden in-
crease in global demand for �u
vaccines. In the wake of this de-
mand increase, we examine how
subnational heterogeneity in
health-care infrastructure and pol-
itical alignment between the fed-
eral/ central and regional govern-
ments in India in�uence the
market share and revenues of
MNEs and domestic �rms in the in-
�uenza vaccine market relative to
non-in�uenza vaccine markets.

We �nd strong evidence of a de-
cline in the market share of MNEs
in regions on an average. Intrigu-
ingly, however, the market share
of MNEs fell much more in regions
low in per capita public health ex-
penditures and a lack of political

alignment between federal-region-
al governments. It was not as if the
revenues of MNEs decreased. The
revenues of MNEs increased post
pandemic, as one would expect
should happen in the wake of a
pandemic-induced sudden de-
mand increase. The market entry
of de alio domestic �rms (that
were selling other vaccines) was
the core driver of the erosion of
the market share of MNEs follow-
ing the pandemic. Unlike domestic
�rms, foreign �rms did not enter
the in�uenza vaccine market or
expand in underdeveloped
regions.

The de�ning factors
In sum, our �ndings demonstrate
that direct costs and opportunity
costs are two de�ning features that
can lead to heterogeneity across
regions within a nation in the
choice sets of foreign and domes-
tic �rms. Our �ndings directly
speak to the tensions, which poli-
cymakers across several develop-
ing economies face; that is, the
complex challenge of attracting fo-
reign �rms to supply vaccines
while also seeking self-su�ciency
in domestic vaccine production.
The �ndings of our research ena-
ble identifying what type of re-
gions within a nation may require
additional policy support to at-
tract di�erent kinds of �rms to de-
liver life-saving products. To en-
courage the capability
development of domestic �rms in
markets with positive externalities
(such as vaccines), policymakers
can award advance market com-
mitments to reduce demand un-
certainty for �rms.

We propose that making such

awards contingent on distribution
to underdeveloped regions could
be a vital step toward incentivising
managers of both foreign and
domestic �rms in considering the
dual imperatives of innovation
and inclusion.

Our �ndings also bring useful
insights for transnational organisa-
tions (e.g., the World Health Or-
ganization, the Gates Foundation,
GAVI). Typically, transnational or-
ganisations use the country’s per
capita income as the cut-o� line to
determine a country’s eligibility to
receive vaccine donations. While
this criterion is a less controversial
heuristic, an underdeveloped re-
gion within a nation, made worse
by the lack of health infrastructure
and the lack of political alignment
between federal and regional go-
vernments, may deserve addition-
al attention during pandemics. Gi-
ven the subnational heterogeneity
within large developing econo-
mies, rather than classifying an en-
tire nation as ineligible for vaccine
donations, recognising how di�e-
rent subnational regions may fare
in health infrastructure and politi-
cal alignment may lead to a more
equitable allocation of supplies for
managing the challenges stem-
ming from competitive dynamics
in the wake of a pandemic.

Arzi Adbi is Assistant Professor, Strategy
and Policy, National University of
Singapore Business School; Chirantan
Chatterjee is Reader in Economics of
Innovation, Science Policy Research Unit,
University of Sussex Business School, U.K.;
Anant Mishra is Associate Professor,
Supply Chain and Operations, Carlson
School of Management, University of
Minnesota, U.S.

The in�uenza pandemic and ‘nations within a nation’ 
Disease outbreaks can cause unanticipated and disruptive changes, a�ecting the business environment and policy 
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Global food prices are charac-
terised by year-to-year vola-
tility and periodic sharp

spikes. While year-to-year volatili-
ty is easily managed by most coun-
tries through changes in their
trade and domestic policies, it is
steep and severe periodic price
shocks that can lead to some sort
of a crisis at the global and nation-
al levels. The crisis can emerge in
the form of food shortages, trade
disruptions, a rise and spread in
hunger and poverty levels, a de-
pletion of foreign exchange re-
serves for net food importing
countries, a strain on a nation’s �s-
cal resources due to an increase in
spending on food safety nets, a
threat to peace, and even social
unrest in some places. Because of
these widespread rami�cations of
food price shocks, it becomes im-
perative to understand the real
causes of such shocks and devise
e�ective mechanisms to deal with
them.

Crises and history
Historical data on food prices
compiled by international agen-
cies such as the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United
Nations, the World Bank/Interna-
tional Monetary Fund show that
since the onset and the adoption
of Green Revolution technology in
the early 1960s, the world has
been struck thrice by food price
crises. The �rst shock was expe-
rienced during 1973-76 when the
food price index (based on prices
in U.S. dollars) doubled in nominal
terms and increased by one third
in real terms compared to the pre-
shock average of four years. This
shock moved up the nominal pric-
es of commodities (including food)
into a new trajectory. However, for
the next two decades, food prices
in real terms followed a declining
trend and were at their lowest
around 2002. After this, nominal
as well as the real prices of food
began rising; this momentum built
up to culminate in the next food

price crisis of 2008, which was
further intensi�ed by 2011. While
the price shock began softening af-
ter 2014, food prices did not move
back to their pre-2006 level. The
lull in global food prices stayed for
a short duration, from 2015 to
2019, and food prices again began
moving above the trend by the
third quarter of 2020. This time
the increase in the food price in-
dex happened very quickly and it
turned out to be very big - it has ta-
ken the food price index to its his-
torically highest level.

This increase in global food
prices which manifested itself in
the three food price crises since
the 1960s o�ers some pertinent
lessons for global food systems
and the international community.
All the three food price crises dur-
ing 1973-1976, 2007-12, and the re-
cent one which began towards the
end of 2020 have one thing in
common — they were triggered by
factors outside agriculture. They
were not caused by any serious
shortfall in agriculture produc-
tion. Second, the interval between
two consecutive price shocks has
narrowed down considerably and
the severity of shock is turning
stronger.

The recent spike
Let us return to the recent spike in
food prices which has been trig-
gered by supply disruptions due to
COVID-19 and further aggravated
by the Russia-Ukraine war. Some
other important factors that have
also contributed to a rise in food
prices and the build-up of price
shocks can be discerned from the
trade patterns and composition of
the usage of food commodities.

The current food price spike
�rst began in vegetable oils and
then expanded to cereals. The
trade patterns of these commodi-
ties show that around 38% of the
vegetable oil produced and con-
sumed is globally traded. In the
case of wheat, dependence on
trade to meet global demand
forms 25%, while only one tenth of
rice output or consumption is
traded. Trade dependence for
maize is 16%. It is evident then that
the e�ect of global trade disrup-
tion will be higher for commodi-
ties that are traded more and
vice-versa.

Another factor underlying the

rising trend and spikes in food
prices is the diversion of food for
biofuel needs. The proportion of
vegetable oil used for biodiesel in-
creased from 1% in 2003 to 11% in
2011; it went up to more than 15%
in 2021. This is further related to
energy prices. When crude prices
increase beyond a certain level it
becomes economical to use oil-
seeds and grains for biodiesel and
ethanol, respectively. The second
reason for the use of food crops for
biofuel is the mandates to increase
the share of renewable energy
resources.

Food prices are also expected to
go up in the current and next har-
vest season because of an increase
in the prices of fertilizer and other
agrochemicals. The international
price of fertilizer has increased by
150% between April 2021 and April
2022. The international price of a
bag of urea (50 kg) has increased
from less than ₹1,000 to more
than ₹3,000 in the last 15 months.

Implications for India
Export and import in the agricul-
ture sector constituted 13% of
gross value added in agriculture
during 2020-21. Therefore, some
transmission of an increase in glo-
bal prices on domestic prices is in-
evitable. (Transmission of interna-
tional prices to domestic prices
can be prevented only if there is
no trade.) This transmission of glo-
bal prices to the domestic market
can be moderated through trade
policy and other instruments. This
is precisely what India has been
doing to balance the interests of
producers and consumers and in
protecting the economy against
excessive volatility in international
prices. When international prices
go too low, India has checks on
cheap imports to protect the inter-
ests of producers; and when inter-
national prices go too high, the
country liberalises imports and

imposes checks on exports to en-
sure adequate availability and rea-
sonable food prices for domestic
consumers. The policy of having a
bu�er stock of food staples has al-
so been very helpful in maintain-
ing price stability especially in the
wake of global food crises.

The importance of agriculture
exports to mop up food and agri-
culture surplus from the country is
increasing. Ongoing trends in
domestic demand and supply imp-
ly that India will be required to dis-
pose of 15% of its domestic food
output in the overseas market by
2030. This is more than double the
current ratio of export to output.
This underscores the need to
maintain India’s image as a relia-
ble and credible exporter. Howev-
er, it is important to di�erentiate
between the two situations: dis-
turbing normal export and regu-
lating exports exceeding the nor-
mal level.

Wheat export restrictions
The recent ban on wheat exports
and restrictions on the export of
other food commodities by India
need to be seen in the light of an
abnormal situation created by
spikes in international prices.
Some experts see it as a setback to
India’s image as a reliable exporter
as this move is seen to disrupt (reg-
ular) export channels. A closer ex-
amination of data reveals that In-
dia’s action to ban or restrict food
exports is not disrupting its nor-
mal exports. India was a very
small exporter of wheat, with its
share in global wheat trade rang-
ing between 0.1% to 1% during
2015-16 to 2020-21. Despite the
ban, the export of wheat this year
will be much higher than the aver-
age wheat export from India in re-
cent years.

The international market is
looking for around 50 million
tonnes of wheat to compensate for
the disruption in wheat exports
from Russia and Ukraine. This is
close to half the wheat production
in the country and more than two-
thirds of the wheat that comes to
the market. If India had not im-
posed a ban on wheat export, it
would have resulted in a severe
shortage of wheat within the coun-
try. No responsible country would
jeopardise its own food security by
allowing excess exports.

India should continue with a
policy of strategic liberalisation, as
followed in the past, to balance the
interests of producers and con-
sumers. The policy of bu�er stock
has also been very helpful in main-
taining price stability in the face of
global price shocks.

Global impact
The Green Revolution technology
which spread in developing coun-
tries from the 1970s to the 1990s
helped in keeping food prices low
and relatively stable. As the steam
of Green Revolution technology
slowed down with the start of the
21st century, food prices began in-
creasing in real terms. At the same
time, the resilience of the food sec-
tor against price shocks has also
weakened.

The world requires new break-
throughs such as Green Revolu-
tion technology, for large-scale
adoption in order to enable checks
on food prices rising at a faster
rate. This in turn requires in-
creased spending on agriculture
research and development (espe-
cially by the public sector and mul-
tilateral development agencies).
There is a need to strengthen and
rejuvenate the global agri-research
system under the Consultative
Group on International Agricultu-
ral Research (CGIAR) which is
heading towards disarray.

Biofuel protocols have contri-
buted to the global food crisis for
the second time in the last 15
years. Diversion of land under
food crops and food output for
biofuel should be carefully cali-
brated with implications for food
availability. In most cases it re-
quires serious rethink.

The last three food price crises
were primarily caused due to an
increase in energy prices and dis-
ruptions in the movement of food
across borders. Factors related to
climate change are going to be an
additional source of supply shocks
in the years ahead. Therefore, the
global community must plan to
have a global bu�er stock of food
in order to ensure reasonable sta-
bility in food prices and supply.

The situation requires coordi-
nated and timely action by the glo-
bal community.

Ramesh Chand is Member, NITI Aayog.
The views expressed are personal

Tackling the crisis of rising global food prices 
Analysis shows factors outside agriculture to be responsible, with lessons for the world and in food system management 
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India’s coal import is likely
to decline by 11.4% to 186
million tonnes (mt) in the
current �nancial year, even
as the state-owned �rm has
issued import tenders to
source the dry fuel from
overseas.

Coal India Ltd., which ac-
counts for more than 80% of
domestic coal output, last
week issued tenders to im-
port coal in a bid to build up
the stock of fossil fuel at the
indigenous power plants, as
mandated by the govern-
ment. The country imported
210 mt of coal in 2021-22.

According to the medium-
term projections of the Mi-
nistry of Coal, of the 186 mt

of coal that the company is
expected to import in the
ongoing �scal, 130 mt is non-
coking coal and 56 mt is cok-
ing coal.

India may import 172 mt
of coal in 2024-25, 173 mt in
2027-28, and 170 mt in 2029-
30. The country imported
215 mt of coal in FY21 and
249 mt in FY20, the Coal Mi-
nistry said.

Coal India Ltd. (CIL) last
week �oated its maiden ten-
der to import 2.416 million
tonnes of coal and two inter-
national competitive bid-
ding e-tenders of 3 million
tonnes each to source coal
from overseas.

The import tender was
�oated after the government
asked the company to build
up stock of the fossil fuel to
avoid the recurrence of pow-
er outages, which happened
in April on account of shor-
tage of the fuel.

Though CIL is on full
steam in augmenting pro-
duction to meet demand,
this is a step towards a state
of readiness to combat a
coal-supply crunch in fu-
ture, if any, the PSU said. 

India’s coal imports likely to
drop 11% to 186 mt in FY23 
Non-coking coal imports may touch 130 mt, forecast shows
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi
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India’s retail in�ation eased
marginally to 7.04% in May
from the nearly eight-year
high of 7.79% in April, re-
�ecting a persistent uptick of
over 6% in prices paid by
consumers for the �fth suc-
cessive month. 

In�ation faced by rural
consumers fell to 7.01% in
May from 8.38% in April, but
for households in urban
areas, the pace of price rise
was virtually �at month-on-
month, moving from 7.09%
in April to 7.08% in May. 

Food price in�ation,
which had hit a 17-month
high of 8.31% in April, eased
a little to 7.97% in May,
thanks to a decline in rural
food in�ation to 7.76% from
8.5%. However, the Consum-
er Food Price Index surged
for urban India to 8.2% in
May from 8.09% in April. 

A sharp rise in tomato
prices, along with hardening
potato prices, raised the in-
�ation in vegetables, even as
wheat and rice prices
climbed to keep cereals in�a-
tion elevated. CARE Ratings
said food remained the main
in�ation driver, with a nearly
50% contribution.

Economists attributed the
mild moderation in the retail
in�ation rate to base e�ects
(May 2021 had recorded high
in�ation at 6.3%), as well as
the lowering of excise duties
on fuel products by the
Centre on May 21, which
could be fully re�ected in
June’s in�ation print. 

With in�ation staying
�rmly above its tolerance
threshold of 6% since Janu-
ary 2022, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has raised key
interest rates by 90 basis
points since April, and has
projected an average in�a-
tion rate of 7.5% for the �rst
quarter of 2022-23. One basis

point equals 0.01%. 
The RBI’s estimate for the

April to June quarter may
turn out to be an overesti-
mate unless in�ation surges
sharply in June. However,
the double whammy of the
rise in crude oil prices and
the Indian rupee’s deprecia-
tion poses upside risks to the
June 2022 retail in�ation
print, ICRA chief economist
Aditi Nayar cautioned. 

The rupee closed at an all-
time low on Monday, while
global crude prices remain
high amid the con�ict bet-
ween Russia and Ukraine. 

In�ation is expected to
hover in the 6.75%-7% range

in June, reckoned Bank of
Baroda chief economist Ma-
dan Sabnavis, noting that the
price rise was high in all seg-
ments except housing. 

‘Respite unlikely’
“Food in�ation was high
with edible oils, spices and
vegetables pushing it up and
there is unlikely to be respite
any time soon on these
items, while foodgrain pric-
es may inch up even if there
is a good harvest after the
signi�cant increase in mini-
mum support prices for the
Kharif crop,” he pointed out. 

While in�ation in food
and beverages cooled only
marginally to 7.84% in May
from 8.1% in April, three sub-
categories of food items
clocked a further escalation
— vegetables, meat and �sh,
and milk products. 

Vegetables in�ation
surged to 18.26% in May
from 15.41% in April, while
in�ation in meat and �sh
moved up to 8.23% from
6.97%. The pace of increase
in the prices for milk and re-
lated products was mildly
higher at 5.64% in May com-
pared with 5.47% in April. 

Retail in�ation eases to 7.04% 
Price rise in vegetables surges to 18.3%; urban food in�ation accelerates to 8.2% 
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI 

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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tering less than 6%. The in-
dication is that the transfer
of higher input costs to con-
sumers is still playing out for
household goods and perso-
nal care products,” Mr. Sab-
navis noted. 

Highest in Telangana
Eleven of the 22 States and
Union Territories, for which
the National Statistical Of-
�ce released disaggregated
in�ation trends, reported
price rise at a faster pace
than the all-India rate of
7.04%. 

The highest in�ation
rates were reported from
Telangana (9.45%), Maha-
rashtra (8.52%), Andhra Pra-
desh (8.49%), West Bengal
(8.27%), Jharkhand (7.51%)
and Gujarat (7.48%). Kerala
continued to record the low-
est in�ation rate at 4.82%
(from 5.08% in April), fol-
lowed by Delhi (5.57%), Hi-
machal Pradesh (5.63%), Ta-
mil Nadu (5.72%) and
Punjab (5.77%). 

Price rise in clothing and
footwear also remained
high at 8.85%, only one per-
centage point lower than
April’s 9.85%. In�ation in
footwear prices remained in
the double digits at 10.72%
(compared with 12.12% in
April), while clothing in�a-
tion fell to 8.53% in May
from 9.51% in April. 

“If in�ation undershoots
RBI’s quarterly estimate, it
should assuage fears of a
sharp tightening in the Au-
gust 2022 monetary policy
review,” Ms. Nayar said, ad-
ding that ICRA continues to
expect rate hikes of 35 and
25 basis points, respectively,
in the central bank’s next
two bi-monthly policy re-
views, followed by a pause. 

Six other sub-groups of food
and beverages recorded a
decline in the pace of price
rise, led by edible oils and
fats (13.26% in May from
17.28% in April), while puls-
es and eggs recorded nega-
tive in�ation of 0.42% and
4.64%, compared with 0%
and 1.86% in April, respec-
tively. In�ation in cereals
cooled only slightly to 5.33%
in May from 5.96% in April. 

On a month-on-month
basis, the Consumer Price
Index was up 0.94% in May
compared with April, while
the Consumer Food Price
Index (CFPI) rose 1.59%.
Within the CFPI, the rural
food price index rose 1.34%
and urban prices rose
1.84%. 

“Unfortunately, higher
food and fuel prices are like-
ly to impact rural demand
and core in�ation edging up
sharply is a concern. Sup-
ply-side constraints are like-
ly to keep prices high for
long despite tightening mo-
netary policy,” said Deloitte
India economist Rumki Ma-
jumdar. 

Fuel and light in�ation
eased slightly to 9.54% in
May from 10.8% in April and
in�ation in transport and
communication also fell to
9.54% from almost 11% in
April. In�ation in household
goods and services as well as
miscellaneous items, which
indicated that price rise
pressures had become all-
pervasive and generalised in
April, moderated marginal-
ly from 7.97% to 6.85% and
8.03% to 6.82%, respective-
ly, in May. 

“The miscellaneous cate-
gory of goods and services
was also high with only
health and education regis-

Retail in�ation eases
marginally to 7.04%
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Benchmark equity indices
plunged more than 2.6% on
Monday and the rupee wea-
kened past 78 to a fresh low
against the dollar on antici-
pation that the Federal Re-
serve would further raise in-
terest rates to curb soaring
U.S. in�ation.

The S&P BSE Sensex,
dropped 1,457 points, or
2.68%, to 52,846.70 points.
Stocks that fell the most in-
clude Bajaj Finserv (7.02%),
Bajaj Finance (5.44%), Indu-
sInd Bank (5.27%), Tech Ma-
hindra (4.845), ICICI Bank
(4.46%) and TCS (4.31%).

“U.S. markets are weak on
worse-than-expected in�a-

tion (8.6%) and markets ex-
pect aggressive monetary
tightening by the Fed [in the
policy meeting this week],”
said V.K. Vijayakumar, chief
investment strategist, Geojit
Financial Services. 

“This is unfavourable to
risky assets like equities. Ris-
ing dollar and bond yields in
U.S. will force more selling
by Foreign Portfolio Inves-
tors in India,” he added. 

The NSE Nifty 50 too lost

427 points, or 2.64%, to
15,774.40. Due to continued
and more aggressive selling
by FPIs, the rupee breached
the 78 level against the dollar
for the �rst time, to close 11
paise lower at 78.04. 

“The outlook on the ru-
pee is negative for the near
term given the concerns
about the aggressive rate
hike campaign by the U.S.
Fed and the advance seen in
the U.S. dollar towards a
four-week high,” said Su-
gandha Sachdeva, VP, Com-
modities & Currency Re-
search at Religare Broking. 

In the near term, “the
78.50 mark is likely to pro-
vide support to the local un-
it,” she added.

Rupee weakens past 78, stocks
slide eyeing Fed rate increase
Finance, tech shares drag; rupee hits record low of 78.04 against dollar
Special Correspondent
Mumbai

Dip, dip, dip: The 78.50 mark could o�er support to the rupee
in the near term, says Religare’s Sachdeva * C. VENKATACHALAPATHY 



Union Food and Public Dis-
tribution Secretary Sudhan-
shu Pandey said here on
Monday that the Centre had
started the second phase of
distribution of forti�ed rice
from April 1. A total of 90 dis-
tricts have been covered,
and the Centre is targeting
291 districts, he added. 

The pet scheme of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
started in October 2021, aims
to supply forti�ed rice to be-
ne�ciaries of the Integrated
Child Development Services
(ICDS) and the Pradhan Man-
tri Poshan Shakti Nirman, or
PM-POSHAN, scheme.

Asked about the health
risks involved in the con-
sumption of forti�ed rice,
which has added nutrients,
and the warnings experts
had given to the Centre
against such a scheme, Mr.
Pandey said the bene�ts far
outweighed the harmful ef-

fects. He added that a com-
prehensive concurrent eval-
uation mechanism had been
put in place. 

“All States have set up a
steering committee headed
by the Chief Secretary that
will review the whole distri-
bution. The State medical
departments and ground
functionaries are generally

aware of pockets of diseas-
es,” he said.

Mr. Pandey said the Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
had procured about 90 lakh
tonnes of forti�ed rice and
about 2.2 lakh tonnes had
been supplied to 90 districts
in 16 States. He was con�-
dent that the entire quantity
would be procured before

the end of the year. “It is a
continuous and complex
process. About 90 lakh
tonnes is available with the
FCI and lifting is done by the
States,” he said. “We are
hopeful that we will be able
to cover the requirement of
the Phase-2 target for high-
burden districts.”

Joint Secretary in the Mi-

nistry S. Jagannathan said
the cost of forti�cation was
getting reduced as the pro-
gramme expanded its ambit.
He said malnutrition cost the
country at least ₹77,000
crore annually in terms of
lost productivity, illness and
death. The country lost
about 1% of GDP from
anaemia.

“One rupee spent on nu-
tritional interventions in In-
dia could generate ₹34.1-
₹38.6 in public economic re-
turns,” he said. 

Kapil Yadav, Additional
Professor at Centre for Com-
munity Medicine, All India
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Delhi, said in his presenta-
tion that though there were
some rare risks involved in
forti�ed rice, the bene�ts
were far more. “A disclaimer
of rice forti�cation has been
put in India unlike in other
countries so that people are
aware of what they are con-
suming,” he said.

Centre to boost supply of forti�ed rice
Food Secretary says the nutritional bene�ts in consuming the grain far outweighs the risk
Jigeesh A.M.
New Delhi

Awaiting distribution: A �le photo of a worker walking past sacks �lled with rice at a Food
Corporation of India warehouse in Punjab.
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It was the noted Pakistani econo-
mist, Tariq Banuri, who, in the run-
up to the ill-fated Copenhagen Confe-
rence on Climate Change in Decem-
ber 2009, �rst pointed to me that the
global environmental discourse has
been shaped by four events. The �rst
three were the publication of Rachel
Carson’s Silent Spring in 1962, Paul
Ehrlich’s The Population Bomb in
1968, and the Club of Rome’s The Li-
mits to Growth in early 1972. The
fourth was Indira Gandhi’s speech at
the �rst-ever United Nations Confe-
rence on the Human Environment at
Stockholm 50 years ago today. She
was the only head of government to
speak at that conclave (other than
the host, Olof Palme). Her address,
which looked at environmental is-
sues from a development perspec-
tive and at developmental challenges
from an ecological standpoint, has
gone into history as a milestone.

A naturalist
Indira Gandhi had already esta-
blished her credentials as a naturalist
when she spoke at Stockholm. She
had reactivated the Indian Board of
Wildlife in July 1969 and had hosted
the Tenth General Assembly of the
International Union for Conservation
of Nature �ve months later. She had
started paying attention to protect-
ing sanctuaries and in 1971, had de-
puted the famed ornithologist Salim
Ali to Ramsar, the Caspian Sea site in
Iran where the convention to protect
wetlands was �nalised. The National
Committee on Environmental Plan-
ning and Coordination had been es-
tablished under the stewardship of
the redoubtable Pitambar Pant. She
had launched India’s �rst species
conservation programme at Gir for
the Asiatic Lion in January 1972 and
had started preparations for Project
Tiger, which came into being in April
1973. The Wildlife Protection Bill was
ready to be enacted by Parliament
and it became law in September
1972. Discussions with States to bring
legislation to deal with water pollu-
tion had been initiated and this

would materialise two years later
when pollution control boards
would also come into being.

A speech for all times
One line in that historic speech — per-
haps her greatest and most quoted —
continues to get attention. One ver-
sion has her saying “Poverty is the
greatest polluter”. In another ver-
sion, she is recalled as declaring “Po-
verty is the worst form of pollution”.
Actually, she said no such thing. The
line in her speech added at the last
minute reads, “Are not poverty and
need the greatest polluters?” She
said this to bring home to the West
that developing countries like India
have their own pressing challenges
to raise the standard of living of mil-
lions of their citizens. She under-
scored the injustice and inequity in
the fact that countries with a small
fraction of the world’s population
consumed the bulk of the natural re-
sources causing far greater environ-
mental degradation than what coun-
tries like India were doing. Her
speech was wide-ranging and dealt
with the environmental e�ects of
war as well, the ongoing con�ict in
Vietnam being uppermost in peo-
ple’s minds especially with the use of
horri�c chemical weapons. Quoting
from the Atharva Veda, she ended by
drawing attention to how ancient In-
dians had recognised the need for ec-
ological balance: What of thee I dig
out/Let that quickly grow over/Let
me not hit thy vitals/Or thy heart.

The many themes covered in Indi-
ra Gandhi’s speech, including the
need for international cooperation,
became very much part of the Stock-
holm Declaration issued two days la-
ter. They were also to provide intel-
lectual ammunition for developing

countries during the discussions and
negotiations at the famed Rio Earth
Summit in 1992 that resulted in the
UN Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change and the UN Convention
on Biological Diversity. Thus, while
many speeches of political leaders
are of the times in which they live
and work, Indira Gandhi’s Stock-
holm speech has continued to reso-
nate across the globe. For instance, it
was widely commented upon in the
months prior to the Paris Summit of
December 2015.

Immediately following her
speech, Indira Gandhi and Norman
Borlaug, the Nobel Laureate and
widely considered to be the scienti�c
guru of the Green Revolution, ex-
changed letters. Borlaug applauded
the speech and her �rm emphasis on
developmental needs, especially the
rapid increase in the production of
foodgrains. But he wanted her to
raise her voice against what he called
“eco-maniacs” who were against the
use of chemical fertilisers and pesti-
cides and against the use of modern
science. Indira Gandhi, who knew
and admired Borlaug, acknowledged
that the Green Revolution in India
depended crucially on expanding
the application of “fertilisers, insecti-
cides and weed-killers”. But she also
expressed concern on the “adverse
side e�ects and the long-term disad-
vantages of the indiscriminate use of
some of these chemicals”’. She ad-
vised Borlaug (and this was 50 years
ago) that “the scienti�c community,
of which you are a leader, [should]
develop integrated methods combin-
ing biological and agronomic con-
trols with the judicious use of chem-
icals to raise crop yields and �ght
insect and pest menaces with mini-
mum damage to nature’s balance…

with the aim to maintain a higher en-
vironmental quality along with a de-
cent material standard of living”.

Had Indira Gandhi shown any in-
terest, the UN Environment Pro-
gramme that was established follow-
ing the Stockholm Conference may
well have been headquartered in
New Delhi. The momentum generat-
ed by her speech would have en-
sured that. The choice was, in fact,
between New Delhi and Nairobi. In-
dia did not press its case; Kenya did.
Kenyan President Jomo Kenyatta was
a good friend of India’s Prime Minis-
ter and had been a classmate of her
top aide P.N. Haksar at the London
School of Economics. In early No-
vember 1972, India gracefully with-
drew citing its fraternal links with Ke-
nya. Nine years later, Indira Gandhi
was in Nairobi as one of the �ve
heads of government to address the
�rst UN Conference on New and Re-
newable Sources of Energy. Her
speech there brought renewables in-
to the mainstream of the environ-
mental debate.

A sense of discomfort
Over the last half a century since the
Stockholm speech, India has put in
place laws, regulations and stan-
dards, established institutions and
announced numerous polices, pro-
grammes and projects to ensure eco-
logical balance as it pursues high
economic growth. Nothing can and
should remain frozen. Even so, while
the rhetoric in international forums
has stressed India’s environmental
commitment and while dramatic de-
clines in costs have enabled a huge
expansion in renewable energy ca-
pacity, a sense of discomfort on the
current regime’s actions at home will
not be unjusti�ed. In the name of
ease of doing business, the regulato-
ry edi�ce is under systematic assault
and enforcement, always weak, has
further slackened. When Indira
Gandhi spoke at Stockholm, the pu-
blic health consequences of environ-
mental (mis)governance did not oc-
cupy centre stage. They do today. It is
because of this that the domestic
walk of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment and not its global talk should be
cause for anguish and worry.

Jairam Ramesh, MP, is Chairman of
Parliament’s Standing Committee on Science
and Technology, Environment, Forests and
Climate Change

Indira Gandhi’s insights have shaped global institutional response to climate change 
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Indira Gandhi giving her address at Stockholm on June 14, 1972. * UNITED NATIONS 



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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