


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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U.S. President Joe Biden
hosts a virtual summit of ma-
jor economies on Friday at-
tempting to tackle climate
change just as fallout from
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
underlies the globe’s re-
liance on fossil fuels.

This is Mr. Biden’s third
convening of the Major Eco-
nomies Forum on Energy
and Climate since he took of-
�ce in 2021 with a vow to
make the United States a
leader in the world’s attempt
to halt catastrophic global
warming.

“This meeting of the MEF
is a continuation of the Presi-
dent’s e�orts to use all levers
to tackle the global climate
crisis, urgently address ris-
ing costs around the world
exacerbated by Russia’s war
on Ukraine, and put the U.S.
and allies on a path to long-
term energy and food secur-
ity,” the White House said.

“In urging countries to
enhance climate ambition,
he invited fellow leaders to
join the United States in a set
of concrete, collective initia-
tives that will accelerate glo-
bal action on climate.”

A senior Biden adminis-
tration o�cial said 23 coun-
tries would be represented
at the video conference, re-
presenting most of the
world’s major economies
and “focused around the mi-
tigation that they will be tak-
ing” on climate impacts.

Friday’s gathering will be
the largest leader-level gath-
ering before COP27, the fol-
low-up summit, set to take
place in Egypt this
November.

No Xi’s presence
But Russia will not be attend-
ing Friday’s summit.

China will be represented
only at the level of its climate
envoy, rather than President
Xi Jinping, the White House
said. And India is not on the
o�cial list of attendees,
either.

For Mr. Biden, the push to
move the world away from
fossil fuels comes also at an
awkward domestic political
moment.

Western sanctions aimed
at crippling major energy
producer Russia have
helped send fuel costs
sharply higher in Europe
and the United States, with
in�ation generally soaring as
a result.

Biden hosts climate summit
overshadowed by fuel costs 
Russia to give meeting a miss, India not on list of attendees
Agence France-Presse
Washington

Joe Biden
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India has supported an in-
itiative by China to conduct
a “joint border operation”
in 2023 of all member coun-
tries of SCO (Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation)
that includes Russia, Pakis-
tan and Central Asian coun-
tries. 

The border operation
called ‘Solidarity-2023’ will
be organised by China, a
statement by the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) said.

Exchanging information
The BSF hosted the 21st
meeting of Experts’ Group
and Border Security Confe-
rence of SCO countries from
June 15-17 that was attended
by China, Pakistan, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Ta-
jikistan, Uzbekistan and the

Executive Committee of the
Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS)-SCO.

The statement issued at
the meeting said that the
participants exchanged in-
formation re�ecting assess-
ments of the situation on
the State borders of the SCO
member states, trends and
forecasts of its
development.

“The results of the Joint
Border Operation ‘Solidari-
ty-2019-2021’ carried out in
2021 by the border services
of the competent authori-
ties of the SCO member
states were discussed and
highly appreciated. The
plan for the preparation and
conduct of the Joint Border
Operation ‘Friendship Bor-
der - 2022’ this year was re-
viewed and approved,” it
said.

India backs China’s plan
for joint border activity
Solidarity-2023 to have all SCO nations
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
will host a virtual summit of
the leaders of the BRICS
countries on June 23, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry
said on Friday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will join Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin as well
as Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro
and South Africa’s Cyril Ra-
maphosa in the virtual meet
next week, which will mark
the �rst summit of the lead-
ers following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. Mr. Xi and
Mr. Putin on Wednesday
held a second phone con-
versation since the invasion,
with Beijing saying it would
support Russia’s sovereign-
ty and security.

Mr. Xi will also host a
BRICS Business Forum on
June 22 and a dialogue on
global development on June

24 to be attended by leaders
from BRICS and other deve-
loping countries, the Fo-
reign Ministry in Beijing
said.

In the lead-up to the sum-
mit, the National Security
Advisers of the �ve BRICS
nations on Wednesday at-
tended a virtual meet aimed
at boosting “political and se-
curity cooperation”. A state-
ment said “multilateralism
and global governance, new
threats and challenges to na-
tional security, and gover-
nance in new domains”
were on the agenda.

Chinese o�cials have
said Beijing is keen for the
grouping to explore expan-
sion and include new deve-
loping country members.
Under the “BRICS Plus” for-
mat, the next week’s sum-
mit is also expected to be at-
tended by leaders of invited
emerging countries. 

Putin will also join the June 23 meet 
Special Correspondent

Xi to host BRICS virtual
summit; Modi to attend
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Europe sent a powerful sym-
bol of solidarity with Ukraine
on Friday, when Brussels
backed Kyiv’s bid for EU can-
didate status, even as Russia
shelled frontline Ukrainian
cities and cut back gas sup-
plies to the West.

With the European Com-
mission’s backing, Ukraine
could now be added to the
list of countries vying for EU
membership as early as next
week, when member state
leaders meet at their Brus-
sels summit. 

In response, Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin said
that his country had “noth-
ing against” Ukraine’s possi-
ble membership of the EU.
“We have nothing against it.
It’s their sovereign decision
to join economic unions or
not... It’s their business, the
business of the Ukrainian pe-
ople,” Mr. Putin told Russia’s
annual economic showcase,

the St. Petersburg Interna-
tional Economic Forum.

All 27 EU leaders will have
to agree to the candidacy,
but the heads of the Euro-
pean Union’s biggest mem-
bers — France, Germany and
Italy — already gave their full-
throated support to the idea
on Thursday, on a trip to a

war-torn suburb of Kyiv.
Then on Friday, the Euro-

pean Commission gave the
executive’s formal backing to
the bid, and EU chief Ursula
von der Leyen made her po-
sition clear by donning a
striking jacket in Ukraine’s
national colours. “We all
know that Ukrainians are

ready to die for the Euro-
pean perspective. We want
them to live with us for the
European dream.”

Ukraine’s President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky immediately
welcomed the decision as a
“�rst step on the EU mem-
bership path that’ll certainly
bring our victory closer”.

He thanked Ms. von der
Leyen for the commission’s
“historic decision” and said
he expected that EU leaders
would give Ukraine a “posi-
tive result” at the June 23-24
summit.

Once Ukraine joins the EU
candidates’ list — alongside
several countries in the west-
ern Balkans — it could still
take years to meet all the for-
mal membership require-
ments, even if Kyiv prevails
in the war.

“Yes, Ukraine should be
welcomed as a candidate
country — this is based on
the understanding that good
work has been done but im-

portant work also remains to
be done,” Ms. von der Leyen
said.

In the meantime, the
�ghting continues, with Rus-
sian forces bombarding Uk-
rainian pockets of resistance
in frontline Severodonetsk,
including civilians holed up
in a chemical plant in the
eastern Ukrainian city.

And Moscow turned up
the pressure on the Western
allies, sharply reducing �ows
of natural gas in its pipelines
to Western Europe, driving
up energy prices.

France’s network provid-
er said it had not received
any Russian gas by pipeline
from Germany since June 15,
and Italy’s Eni said it expect-
ed Russian �rm Gazprom to
cut its supplies by half on
Friday.

Several European coun-
tries, are highly reliant upon
Russian gas and, as the West
sides with Ukraine, Moscow
is cutting supplies.

EU backs Ukraine’s ‘European dream’
Zelensky thanks the bloc’s leadership for their ‘historic decision’; Russia cuts gas supplies to the West 
Agence France-Presse 
Brussels 

Set in motion: Boris Johnson shaking hands with Volodymyr
Zelensky prior to talks during his visit to Kyiv on Friday. * AFP
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The Madras High Court on
Friday dismissed the writ
petitions �led by S. Nalini
and R.P. Ravichandran, life
convicts in the former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case, seeking
a direction to the Tamil Na-
du government to release
them forthwith without
waiting anymore for the Go-
vernor’s nod to a Septem-
ber 9, 2018 Cabinet
recommendation.

Chief Justice Munishwar
Nath Bhandari and Justice
N. Mala concurred with Ad-
vocate-General R. Shunmu-
gasundaram that the Gover-
nor’s signature was sine qua
non under Article 161 of the
Constitution and that the
Supreme Court, too, in the
famous Maru Ram case
(1980) had held that it was
“obligatory” to obtain his/

her signature. 
“If the argument of

learned counsel for the peti-
tioners that a mere recom-
mendation of the Council of
Ministers to grant remission
is su�cient and authorisa-
tion of the Governor is not
required is accepted, then
virtually the court would be
declaring Article 161 of the
Constitution of India redun-
dant qua [with respect to]
the power of the Governor,”
the Bench wrote.

It went on to state, “It
may be true that the Gover-
nor of the State is bound by
the recommendation of the
Council of Ministers, but it
would not mean that the
formal acceptance as per
the constitutional courtesy
would not be required...
Therefore, Article 161 of the
Constitution has to be read
as it stands without omit-
ting the word — Governor.”

HC dismisses plea of
Rajiv case convicts 
They sought release sans Governor’s nod
Mohamed Imranullah S. 
CHENNAI
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Ritika Jajoo & Gautam Ganesh

In 1952, when the Indian Repu-
blic held its �rst Parliamentary
session, 39 strong, intelligent,

and passionate women leaders sat
in the hallowed halls of power,
challenging a centuries-old tide of
men’s dominance over the polity.

A slide from the initial years
At a time when women formed on-
ly 1.7% of the total members of the
United States Congress and 1.1% of
the Parliament of the United King-
dom, India was leading the way in
the �ght towards more inclusive
world democracies with 5.5% wo-
men representation. The struggle
for India’s Independence can nev-
er be detached from the contribu-
tions of thousands of our women
across profession, class, caste, and
religion. A testament to their inva-
luable contribution has to be their
louder voice in our parliamentary
democracy; what happened in
1952 was a highly progressive step,
but 70 years hence, it seems we
have strayed from that path.

Despite a woman Prime Minis-
ter, a President, and a relatively
higher percentage of women par-
liamentarians when compared to
some of the other mature democ-
racies in the past, our struggle
with inclusivity has not eased. Due
to systemic issues, Parliament con-
tinues to alienate women. The
number of women representatives
is still considerably small, but even
more subtly, Parliament as a work-

space continues to be built exclu-
sively for men.

India has witnessed a burgeon-
ing movement for gender inclusiv-
ity during the past few years. The
Supreme Court judgment (Nation-
al Legal Services Authority vs Union
of India, 2014) on gender identity
has given the movement greater
impetus. In solidarity, citizens
have begun asserting their gender
identity by specifying their perso-
nal pronouns (she/her, he/his,
they/them, etc.). Parliament, be-
ing the pinnacle of law-making
and the symbolic centre of our de-
mocratic aspirations, must re�ect
this change too. However, the mat-
ter seems to have largely escaped
the notice of the Legislature.

Not gender neutral
A closer look at our parliamentary
discourse and communication re-
veals a concerning and disconcert-
ing absence of gender-neutral lan-
guage. For instance, after 75 years
of Independence, and ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav’, Parliament often
refers to women in leadership po-
sitions as Chairmen and party
men.

In the Rajya Sabha, the Rules of
Procedure continue to refer to the
Vice-President of India as the ex-
o�cio Chairman, stemming from
the lack of gender-neutral lan-
guage in the Constitution of India.
Additionally, references to inhe-
rently masculine pronouns are
made over 150 times in the former
and 600 times in the latter. The
alarming degree of usage of mas-
culine pronouns assumes a power
structure biased towards men.
This tends to manifest itself in par-
liamentary debates, for instance,
when a senior woman MP from Ta-
mil Nadu was referred to as “Chair-

man madam” in the Lok Sabha
during last year’s winter session.

The issue further extends to
law-making. In the last decade,
there have hardly been any gen-
der-neutral Acts. Acts have made
references to women not as lead-
ers or professionals (such as poli-
cemen), but usually as victims of
crimes.

The root of such instances lies
with a gender-conforming Consti-
tution. In its present state, the
Constitution reinforces historical
stereotypes that women and trans-
gender people cannot be in leader-
ship positions, such as the Presi-
dent and the Vice-President of
India, the Speaker of the Lok Sab-
ha, the Governor of States, or a
judge. It is not a criticism of the
Constitution but of the failure of
the many Union Governments
which did not take the initiative of
amending it. In the past, amend-
ments have been brought about to
make documents gender neutral.
In 2014, under the leadership of
the then Speaker of the Lok Sabha,
Meira Kumar, the Rules of Proce-
dure of the Lok Sabha were made
entirely gender neutral. Since
then, each Lok Sabha Committee
Head has been referred to as
Chairperson in all documents.
This initiative is proof that amend-

ing legal documents to make them
inclusive for all genders is an at-
tainable goal if there is a will.

Despite certain course correc-
tions, both Houses of Parliament
and Central Ministries have failed
in one common aspect. In a com-
pilation of ministerial replies to
questions from the 17th Lok Sabha
so far for 75 women Parliamentar-
ians, it was found that 84% of the
answers that used salutations (sir/
madam) referred to women Parlia-
mentarians as ‘sir’. During the 15th
Lok Sabha, when we had a woman
Speaker, only about 27% of the
answers made this error. However,
there is no indication of a clear
reason for such lapses, either due
to pure administrative errors or ig-
norance of the rules of addressal.

In other countries
Internationally, even mature de-
mocracies that legalised universal
su�rage after India, such as Cana-
da (1960 for Aboriginal women),
Australia (1962 for Indigenous wo-
men), and the United States (1965
for women of African-American
descent), have now taken concrete
measures towards gender-inclu-
sive legislation and communica-
tion. Canada’s Department of Jus-
tice has guidelines for using
gender-neutral language in all
forms of legislation and legal docu-
mentation; the Australian govern-
ment has incorporated gender-
neutrality in its drafting Style Ma-
nual; the U.K.’s House of
Commons declared in 2007 that
all laws would be drafted
gender-neutrally.

When Parliament and govern-
ment o�ces reinforce gender bias-
es in their communication, stereo-
typical language in reference to
women and transgender people

becomes more palatable to the
rest of the country. The country’s
leaders must send the right mes-
sage for citizens to follow. They
can and must begin with an
amendment to the Constitution
and the entire reservoir of laws.

Moving ahead
Once the language is corrected,
the entire country, including Par-
liament, can focus on the deeper
issues of the aspirations and
growth of its woman workforce. In
2018, the U.K. Parliament conduct-
ed a gender audit to understand its
culture, environment, and policies
as a workspace. If the report is any
indication as to what might also be
the scenario in the Indian Parlia-
ment, with an even lesser number
of women employees, it opens
questions about whether there is a
single, transparent appointment
and promotion process for women
sta� in Parliament, and whether
their professional growth is being
hindered by other issues such as
harassment and domestic
responsibilities.

In the 21st century, when peo-
ple of all genders are leading the
world with compassion, strength
and ambitions, the Indian Parlia-
ment needs to re�ect on its stand-
ing. Recognition and correction of
past errors through amendments
to rulebooks, laws, and the Consti-
tution are just starting points, and
must lead to sensitivity, equal
treatment, and appreciation for
the people of India, regardless of
gender.

This article has also been co-authored by
Pallavi Baraya and Devak Namdhari. The
four writers are former Legislative
Assistants to Members of Parliament
(LAMP) Fellows

A ‘man’s Parliament’ striving for an inclusive India 
Despite an encouraging start in the 1950s, its discourse, communication and laws now are a concern 
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The BJP continued to out-
earn and out-spend all other
national parties in 2020-
2021, with 54% of the in-
come of the eight national
political parties going to the
BJP, a report by the Associa-
tion for Democratic Reforms
(ADR) said on Friday. 

The ADR analysed the an-
nual audited reports submit-
ted to the Election Commis-
sion by the BJP, the
Congress, the Communist
Party of India, the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist),
the Trinamool Congress, the
Bahujan Samaj Party, the Na-
tionalist Congress Party and
the National Peoples’ Party. 

Out of the total declared
income of ₹1,373.78 crore,

the BJP had ₹752.33 crore,
while the Congress was se-
cond with ₹285.76 crore, fol-
lowed by the CPI(M) with
₹171.04 crore. The Trina-
mool Congress declared
₹74.41 crore in income, fol-
lowed by the BSP (₹52.46
crore), the NCP (₹34.92
crore), the CPI (₹2.12 crore)
and the National Peoples
Party (₹69 lakh). 

While the BJP spent 82%
of its income, the Congress
spent 73.14% of its earnings.
The Trinamool Congress’s
expenditure was 78.10% ov-
er its earnings. 

Primary source
The primary source of in-
come for the BJP was volun-
tary contributions, while the
Congress got the most of its

income from issuing cou-
pons and the BSP from bank
interest, the report said. The
BJP spent the most of its to-
tal expenditure on “election/
general propaganda”
(₹421.01 crore); the Congress
on “election expenditure”;
and the NCP spent 84% of its
total expenditure on “admi-
nistration and general ex-
penses”. 

The BJP, the Trinamool
Congress and the Congress
declared income from elec-
toral bonds worth ₹22.38
crore, ₹42 crore and ₹10.07
crore respectively. 

The ADR report observed
that all the parties submitted
their audit reports past the
deadline, ranging from 59
days (the BSP) late to 201
days (the BJP). 

54% of income of eight parties
went to BJP, says ADR report
Out of the total ₹1,373.78 crore income, BJP had ₹752.33 cr.
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI
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Aspirational districts should
be ‘inspirational districts’ of
India, and the Aspirational
District Programme (ADP)
should be extended to block
and city levels, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has said.

The ADP, launched in
2018, aims to transform 112
districts that have shown re-

latively lesser progress in key
social areas.

“Lauding the success of
the Aspirational Districts
Programme, the Prime Mi-
nister said the government

should strive to make these
the ‘inspirational districts’ of
India and extend the pro-
gramme to block and city le-
vels,” an o�cial statement
said on Thursday.

The Prime Minister was
chairing a three-day national
conference of chief secretar-
ies at Dharamshala, Hima-
chal Pradesh. The confe-
rence began on June 15.

The statement said the
Prime Minister stressed that
India’s best, young o�cers
should be posted to the aspi-
rational districts to bring

about noticeable changes
through their creative think-
ing and fresh ideas. The ex-
perience and learnings
gained by them while work-
ing in these districts would
be unparalleled and prove
useful for the entire country,
the statement said, quoting
Mr. Modi.

Mr. Modi said that award-
winning retired teachers
could also be roped in for
training teachers. He sug-
gested that there could be a
dedicated TV channel for
teachers’ training.

ADP to be extended to block, city level: PM
‘The programme
will help develop
districts’

Narendra Modi

Press Trust of India
New Delhi
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Governor Shaktikanta Das
on Friday refuted criticism
of the RBI being behind the
curve in its policies, making
it clear that the consequenc-
es of focusing on the 4% in-
�ation target would have
been “disastrous” for the
pandemic-hit economy.

In comments that came
two days after former chief
economic advisor Arvind
Subramanian co-authored
an article blaming the RBI
for acting late on in�ation,
Mr. Das said the central bank
acted as per the evolving
economic developments.

“Tolerance of a higher in-
�ation during the pandemic
was a necessity,” Mr. Das
said speaking at an event or-
ganised by the Financial
Express.

He said the RBI switched
into ultra-accommodation as
soon as the country went in-
to the lockdown and shifted
focus to in�ation two years
later in April 2022, when it
saw the GDP had exceeded
the pre-pandemic level.

Despite its accommoda-
tive policies, the economy

contracted by 6.6% in FY21
and recovered to barely
above the pre-pandemic le-
vels in FY22, he said, stress-
ing that a shift in policy man-
agement to focus on in�ation
even 3-4 months before April
would not have been apt.

“We are very much in line
with the requirements of our

time, the RBI has acted
proactively and I would not
agree with any perception or
any sort of description that
the RBI has fallen behind the
curve,” Mr. Das stressed.

He said the RBI’s mandate
is that of �exible in�ation
targeting where it is required
to take care of both price rise
and growth, especially in ex-
traordinary situations.

“If we had been very �rm
in maintaining 4% (in�ation)
and kept the rates unduly
high, I’m sorry, the conse-
quences of that approach
would have been disastrous
for the economy.

“If we had attempted to
keep… monetary policy
tighter at that time, the eco-
nomic damage that you
would have caused” would
have taken years for India to
recover from, he observed.

RBI is not behind the curve: Das 
‘Premature focus on in�ation target would have been disastrous for economy’ 

Press Trust of India
Mumbai

Being mindful: ‘RBI’s �exible in�ation targeting mandate
requires it to take care of price rise and growth’. * REUTERS
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India is likely to impose a
ceiling on sugar exports for a
second straight year starting
this October, aiming to en-
sure ample domestic sup-
plies and keep a lid on local
prices, industry and govern-
ment sources said on Friday.

India, the world’s biggest
sugar producer, could cap
exports of the sweetener at 6
million to 7 million tonnes
(mt) in the 2022/23 October-
September season, about
one-third less than the total
to be shipped out in the cur-
rent season, industry and go-
vernment sources said. 

They asked not to be
named as they were not
authorised to speak to me-
dia. A government spokes-

man did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

The curbs on exports by
India, also the world’s se-
cond-biggest sugar exporter,
could further lift benchmark
white sugar prices, which
are already trading near 5-1/2
year highs, traders said.

Among factors underpin-
ning global sugar prices this

year are lower sugar output
in Brazil, the biggest expor-
ter, and crude oil prices at
multi-year highs. Higher
crude oil prices encourage
sugar mills to divert more
cane to produce ethanol for
blending into gasoline.

Brazil’s sugar production
is set to rebound during the
current season, but with res-
tricted exports from India,
traders do not expect prices
to come down and they in-
stead could go higher.

“There is a need to regu-
late exports to avoid any
kind of panic in the market,”
said a senior government of-
�cial. While the sources ex-
pected next season’s export
cap to be set between 6 mil-
lion and 7 million tonnes,
the exact quantity will be

�xed near the start of the
2022/23 season, they said.

The government will look
at the performance of the
monsoon before �xing the
quota, they added.

Monsoon rains in sugar-
cane growing areas of the
western India State of Maha-
rashtra, the biggest produc-
er in the country, were 60%
below average since the start
of the rainy season on June 1,
according to weather o�ce.

Aditya Jhunjhunwala, pre-
sident of the Indian Sugar
Mills Association, has re-
quested that the government
allow mills to export 8 mil-
lion tonnes of sugar next
year, as output could exceed
this year’s record 36 million
tonnes, according to a letter
seen by Reuters. 

India said to impose ceiling on next
season’s sugar exports to check prices
‘Curbs may lift benchmark white sugar prices already trading near 5-1/2 year highs’
Reuters
MUMBAI
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China on Friday launched its
biggest and most modern
aircraft carrier, marking a
major military advance for
the Asian superpower.

The announcement
comes at a time of height-
ened tensions between Chi-
na and the United States ov-
er Beijing’s sabre-rattling
towards Taiwan, which it
views as a breakaway pro-
vince to be seized by force if
necessary.

China’s carrier develop-
ment programme is part of a
massive overhaul of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army under
President Xi Jinping, who
has vowed to build a “fully
modern” force to rival the
U.S. military by 2027.

The new carrier, named
Fujian, is the “�rst catapult
aircraft carrier wholly de-
signed and built by China”,
said state broadcasterCCTV.

It has signi�cantly more
advanced technology than
China’s two other carriers,

including electromagnetic
catapults to launch aircraft
o� its deck, the o�cial Xin-
hua news agency reported.
The other carriers use a ski-
jump-style ramp for
takeo�s.

And with a displacement

of more than 80,000 tonnes,
according to Xinhua, it is
comparable in size to the su-
percarriers of the United
States Navy.

Collin Koh, a research fel-
low at Nanyang Technologi-
cal University in Singapore,
said it could be a “game
changer” for the Chinese na-
vy. “The conventional �ight
deck with (electromagnetic
catapults) will at least in the-
ory allow the carrier to
launch aircraft faster and
with heavier payloads —
which constitute key decid-
ing factors during battle,” he
said.

It will take years before
the Fujian becomes opera-
tional. Authorities have not
said when it will enter
service.

China gets its third aircraft carrier
Technology onboard includes electromagnetic catapults to launch jets o� deck

Growing �eet: The launch ceremony of the PLA aircraft carrier
Fujian at a shipyard in Shanghai on Friday. * AFP

Agence France-Presse
Shanghai
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medical tools and will set a
negative precedent for fu-
ture global health crises
and pandemics, their state-
ment underlined. 

Earlier Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal, who led
the Indian delegation at the
talks, had also publicly ex-
pressed disappointment.
“Some of the countries who
are opposing this, in a way,
they have almost clearly
hinted and indicated that IP
rights are extremely impor-
tant. We are �owing with
the wind only because of
the international pressure,
but on diagnostics and the-
rapeutics there is no way
we are going to yield,” he
said. 

While some wording in the
text “mitigated some of the
most worrisome elements”
of a draft text presented in
May 2022, the latest agree-
ment failed overall to o�er
an e�ective and meaningful
solution to help increase
people’s access to needed
medical tools during the
pandemic, as it did not
adequately waive intellec-
tual property on all essen-
tial COVID-19 medical tools,
and did not apply to all
countries, the MSF said in a
statement.

The measures outlined
in the decision will not ad-
dress pharmaceutical mo-
nopolies or ensure a�orda-
ble access to lifesaving

Plea for IP rights waiver
for COVID jabs hits a wall
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Pakistan on Friday got a re-
prieve from the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF) as the
international watchdog an-
nounced that the country
could be removed from the
“grey list” after a visit by a
fact-�nding team to verify
the measures it has taken to
deal with terror �nancing.
FATF noted Pakistan’s claims
of actions to curb terror
funding.

The Hindu had earlier re-
ported that Islamabad was
con�dent of a positive out-
come from the current FATF
Plenary as it believed, it had
“completed” the list of tasks
that were assigned to it by
the global body. 

According to sources
aware of the process, Pakis-
tan would formally be taken
o� the “grey list” in October.
They said the process really
kicked o� after the meeting
between U.S. Secretary of

State Antony Blinken and Pa-
kistan Foreign Minister Bila-
wal Bhutto at the UN in May.

India’s stance
Subsequently, most Western
nations and China, who are
members of the FATF work-
ing group, cleared Pakistan’s
case at an emergency inter-
nal meeting.

As the decision was by
consensus, India was not
asked to vote on the deci-
sion, but New Delhi has been
sceptical of Pakistan’s com-
mitment to completely end
terror safe havens in the
country. O�cials also point-
ed to Jammu and Kashmir
where, they said, in�ltration
continued and “small arms

and IEDs” were being
pushed across the LoC.
Agencies were preparing for
an “increased threat” in the
next few months, the o�-
cials added.

“Pakistan continued its re-
lentless e�orts towards suc-
cessful completion of these
Action Plans despite many
challenges including the CO-

VID-19 pandemic,” the Minis-
try of Foreign A�airs of Pa-
kistan said in a statement
after FATF announced a fa-
vourable observation about
Pakistan’s actions. 

O�cials had told The Hin-
du that Pakistan received
support from the permanent
members of the United Na-
tions Security Council in get-
ting itself out of the “grey
list”. Pakistan was brought
back on the “grey list” in
2018 which allowed the
country to be monitored
closely by FATF. 

The Ministry said, “Pakis-
tan has covered a lot of
ground in the AML/CFT [an-
ti-money laundering and
combatting the �nancing of
terrorism and proliferation]
domain during implementa-
tion of FATF Action Plans.
The engagement with FATF
has led to the development
of a strong AML/CFT frame-
work in Pakistan and result-
ed in improving our systems

to cope with future
challenges.”

Marcus Pleyer, the Presi-
dent of FATF, 

said an on-site inspection
by the watchdog in Pakistan
would take place before Oc-
tober, and that a formal an-
nouncement on Pakistan’s
removal would follow. He
said FATF was praising Isla-
mabad for implementing the
organisation’s action plans —
a clear indication that Pakis-
tan is moving closer to get-
ting o� the “grey list”.

“Pakistan’s continued pol-
itical commitment to com-
bating both terrorist �nanc-
ing and money laundering
has led to signi�cant pro-
gress,” FATF said in a state-
ment. The country’s e�orts
were sustained, it said and
added that Pakistan’s “neces-
sary political commitment
remains in place to sustain
implementation and im-
provement in the future.”

(With agency inputs)

Pak. may get o� FATF ‘grey list’ after on-site check
Continued political commitment to combating terror �nancing. money laundering has led to signi�cant progress: watchdog
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

On the agenda: Money laundering and terrorist �nancing issues were discussed at the FATF
plenary held in Berlin on Friday. * @FATFNEWS/TWITTER
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It was on September 15, 2013
that Narendra Modi addressed
an ex-servicemen rally at Rewa-

ri, Haryana as the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s prime ministerial candi-
date, where he vociferously sup-
ported the demand of ‘One Rank
One Pension’ (OROP) for all sol-
diers. Mr. Modi was then cam-
paigning in poetry, and nine years
later, as the Agnipath scheme for
recruitment of short-term con-
tracted soldiers was announced,
he has been forced to contend
with the reality of governing in
prose. However hard the Govern-
ment may try to obfuscate, the
driving factor for this U-turn —
from ‘One Rank One Pension’ to
‘No Rank No Pension’ — is
economics.

Financial motivations
The OROP demand became tricky
to ful�l once Mr. Modi became
Prime Minister, but it was o�cially
instituted in November 2015 for
more than 25 lakh defence pen-
sioners. It came with an imme-
diate annual �nancial implication
of ₹7,123.38 crore and the actual
arrears from July 1, 2014 to Decem-
ber 31, 2015 were ₹10,392.35 crore.
The �nancial burden increased
cumulatively over time and has
substantially increased the budge-
tary expenditure on defence pen-
sions. In the current �nancial year,
₹1,19,696 crore has been budgeted
for pensions, along with another
₹1,63,453 crore for salaries — that
is 54% of the allocation for the De-
fence Ministry.

It has been argued that the sav-
ings in the pensions bill — which
will show up on the books only af-
ter a couple of decades — would be
directed towards the modernisa-
tion of defence forces. The armed
forces do not have that kind of
time available to them to postpone
their already long-delayed moder-
nisation. The money must come
now. The Indian Air Force is alrea-
dy down to 30 squadrons of �ght-
er jets against the 42 squadrons it

needs, and the Indian Navy is at
130 ships when its vision was to be
a 200-ship navy; the Indian Army
is already short of 1,00,000 sol-
diers. The announcement of the
Agniveer scheme is an implicit
acknowledgement that the Indian
economy is incapable of support-
ing the armed forces that India
needs. It faces an active military
threat from two adversaries, China
and Pakistan, and the internal se-
curity challenges in Kashmir and
the northeastern States. These
realities cannot be wished away.
Instead of expanding the economy
to support the military, the Go-
vernment has resorted to shrink-
ing the military.

Damaging consequences
As the short-term recruitment pol-
icy has neither been theoretically
modelled nor tried out as a pilot
project, the exact consequences of
the move will only be known as
they play out. But its adverse e�ect
on the professional capabilities of
the armed forces is certain. It
starts with the very high turnover
of young soldiers, the increase in
training capacities and infrastruc-
ture and the augmentation of the
administrative setup for greater re-
cruitment, release, and retention
of soldiers. An armed forces boast-
ing of a poor teeth-to-tail ratio is
further increasing the tail. The In-
dian Air Force and the Indian Navy
employ their airmen and sailors in
very specialised roles, which re-
quire technical skills, and a high
degree of training and experience.
They form the backbone of the
system that keeps the warships at
sea, the �ghter jets in the air, and
high-tech weapons and platforms
operational. Because the short-
term contractual soldier model
(the Agniveer scheme) is going to
take a few years to fully play out at
an organisational level, the actual
degradation of operational capa-
bility will only be known then.

In the case of the Indian Army,
the challenge is two-fold. The In-
dian Army has emerged from a le-
gacy which traces to 1748. In the
early years, says a paper by Syed
Hussain Shaheed Soherwordi, the
emphasis was on discipline and ef-
�ciency, and their separation from
the fragmented Indian society.
This turned the Indian soldiers in-
to a professional, united and auto-

nomous �ghting force whose
loyalty, in Stephen Rosen’s words,
was to their ‘homogeneous mili-
tary units’ for which they served
‘full time, long term’ rewarded
with a secure pay and pension sys-
tem. As the homogenous nature of
the Bengal army was seen as one
of the factors that contributed to
the outbreak of the 1857 Mutiny,
the British Crown thereafter main-
tained distinction and separate-
ness of castes and class in the In-
dian Army, as described in the
paper.

Even after Independence, class-
based recruitment — the euphe-
mism for caste — has de�ned the
nature and the character of the In-
dian Army, shaping its ethos and
�ghting capabilities. In an a�davit
in court a couple of years ago, the
Government asserted that the Ar-
my has “performed exceedingly
well while maintaining the class
composition in recruitment of pre-
sidential bodyguards and chang-
ing to All India class composition
will not only a�ect the functioning
of the PBG [President’s Body-
guard] Presidential but will also af-
fect the seniority structure of the
regiment”. It defended class-based
units by claiming that “after selec-
tion, personnel are grouped based
on functional requirements to
have optimum operation
e�ectiveness”.

In the Agnipath proposal, the
class-based recruitment has been
replaced with an all-India all-class
recruitment. The reasons for this
drastic shift in the Government’s
thinking are a secret but it will
strike at the core of the organisa-
tional management, leadership
structures and operating philoso-
phy of the Indian Army. Even
though the soldiers in the Indian
Army are professionally trained,
they also draw their motivation
from their social identity — re�ect-

ed in the characterisation of
naam, namak and nishan — where
each soldier cares for his reputa-
tion among the peers in his caste
group or his village or his social
setting. To replace that with a pure
professional identity of a soldier
will bring its own challenges in a
tradition-bound army, where units
showcase their campaigns in the
18th century as battle honours.
Running a Gorkha regiment with a
Jat soldier from Haryana, a Malaya-
li from Kerala and a Meitei from
Manipur needs massive restruc-
turing, something the Army cur-
rently seems unprepared for. It is
driven more by a hope that as an
adaptive institution with great re-
silience, the Army will somehow
�nd a way to deal with this uphea-
val while protecting its operational
capabilities.

There are other challenges
thrown up by the model. There
will be major problems in training,
integrating and deploying soldiers
with di�erent levels of experience
and motivations. The criterion of
identifying the 25% short-term
contracted soldiers to be retained
could result in unhealthy competi-
tion. An organisation which de-
pends on trust, camaraderie and
esprit de corps could end up grap-
pling with rivalries and jealousies
amongst winners and losers, espe-
cially in their �nal year of con-
tract. Even though the Govern-
ment has kept the contract at four
years to deny the Agniveer gratui-
ty and is not counting the contrac-
tual period towards regular ser-
vice, these provisions are bound to
be challenged legally; and just like
the OROP issue, could become a
politically attractive demand for
longer tenures and pensions to be
picked up by the Opposition par-
ties. Over time, this will lead to the
salary and pension budget creep-
ing back up again.

Political, social implications
The Agnipath scheme also does
away with the idea of a State-wise
quota for recruitment into the Ar-
my, based on the Recruitable Male
Population of that State which was
implemented from 1966. This pre-
vented an imbalanced army,
which was dominated by any one
State, linguistic community or eth-
nicity, as it happened in the case of
Pakistan with its province of Pun-

jab. Academic research shows that
the high level of ethnic imbalance
has been associated with severe
problems of democracy and an in-
creased likelihood of civil war, a
worrying scenario for today’s In-
dia where federalism is being se-
verely tested by the ruling party’s
ideology.

Coupled with this is the lack of
hope in India’s economy, where
over 45 crore Indians have
stopped looking for jobs, there are
high levels of unemployment and
underemployment. It is to this mix
that these few thousand young
men who have been trained in in-
�icting organised violence will be
thrown up every year. From erst-
while Yugoslavia to Rwanda — and
closer home, during Partition —
there are numerous examples of
demobilised soldiers leading to in-
creased violence against minori-
ties. Today’s India is characterised
by weak state capacity, where the
state has ceded its exclusive right
to violence to majoritarian groups.
This provides a heady cocktail
which only needs a spark to con-
sume India.

In India, the Indian Army has so
far provided salary, uniform and
prestige, an inheritance of the
British who took care of the living
conditions, facilities for the sol-
diers’ families, and post-retire-
ment bene�ts and rewards, such
as grants of land. This meant that
military service remained attrac-
tive to many generations of the
same families, anchoring them in
tradition. It also resulted in social
standing and privilege where pen-
sions resulted in a comfortable life
for the retired soldier. A short-
term contractual soldier, without
earning pension, will be seen as
doing jobs after his military ser-
vice that are not seen to be com-
mensurate in status and prestige
with the profession of honour. It
will reduce the motivation of those
joining on short-term contracts
while diminishing the “honour” of
a profession which places extraor-
dinary demands on young men.
The Government’s yearning for �-
nancial savings runs the risk of re-
ducing the honour of a profession,
the stability of a society and the sa-
fety of a country.

Sushant Singh is Senior Fellow at the
Centre for Policy Research

Agnipath, a �re that could singe India 
The Government’s defence recruitment plan could endanger the safety of the country and a�ect the stability of society 
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India slammed China for
blocking a proposal to list
Pakistani terror convict and
Lashkar-e-Taiba/ Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (LeT/JuD) deputy chief
Abdul Rahman Makki as a
UN Security Council-desig-
nated terrorist. 

Calling the decision by
China to place a “technical
hold” on the listing request-
ed by the United States and
India this month “regretta-
ble” and “extremely unfor-
tunate”, India said that Chi-
na’s actions ran counter to
its claims of combating ter-
rorism. It added that evi-
dence against Makki was
“overwhelming”. 

“China should re�ect on

its response that signals dou-
ble standards on combating
terrorism. Protecting well-
known terrorists from sanc-
tioning in this manner will
only undermine its credibili-
ty and risk exposing even it-
self more to the growing
threat of terrorism,” govern-
ment sources said, pointing
to a similar blocking by Chi-

na of the UNSC terror desig-
nation proposal against
Jaish-e-Mohammed chief
Masood Azhar for several
years, until Beijing agreed to
his designation in 2019.

Defending its actions on
Friday, China’s Ministry of
Foreign A�airs insisted that
it “opposes terrorism in all
its manifestation”. 

“The actions we take in
the 1267 Committee in the
UNSC always abide by rele-
vant procedures and rules.
China will continue to carry
out work in a constructive
and responsible attitude,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wen-
bin said.

India slams the move, accuses Beijing of double standards 
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Abdul Rahman Makki. * @ANI 

China foils bid to designate
LeT deputy chief a terrorist

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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on the grey list of the Finan-
cial Action Task Force for
several years, including
most recently since June
2018, for its failure to e�ec-
tively prosecute and convict
terrorists on the UNSC list,
as it is obliged to.

Makki, who is the broth-
er-in-law of LeT chief and
convicted mastermind of
the Mumbai 26/11 attacks Ha-
�z Saeed, is wanted for a
number of cases of terro-
rism and terror-�nancing in
India, and has been desig-
nated a wanted terrorist by
the government. 

The sources said he held a
“leadership position” when
the LeT carried out the 26/11
Mumbai terror attack in
2008, the Red Fort Attack on
22 December, 2000, as well
as several attacks on securi-
ty force personnel in Jammu
and Kashmir in recent years.

He was arrested on terror
�nancing charges by the Pa-
kistani police in 2019, and
convicted and sentenced to
nine years in prison by a
court in April 2021 along
with other senior LeT/JuD
leaders. However, later in
the year, the men were but
was acquitted by the Lahore
High Court that cited lack of
evidence presented by the
prosecution.

Makki has also been on
the U.S.’s list of Specially De-
signated Global Terrorists
since 2010, and the U.S. an-
nounced a reward of up to
$2 million for information
that would help convict him
in its “Rewards for Justice
Program”, speci�cally casti-
gating the “Pakistani judicial
system [that] has released
convicted LeT leaders and
operatives in the past”.

(With inputs from
Ananth Krishnan)

Asked if the refusal to desig-
nate the LeT deputy chief
would further strain India-
China ties, Mr. Wang said
China hoped that “India and
China can work together
and promote the relations to
be more sound and stable”,
without elaborating on the
question.

On how the action
squared up with the BRICS
NSA meeting hosted by Chi-
nese State Councillor Yang
Jiechi on Wednesday, which
committed to closer cooper-
ation on combating terro-
rism, Mr. Wang said he had
already shared China’s posi-
tion quite clearly, adding, “I
won’t go back to that”.

At the BRICS NSA meet-
ing, Ajit Doval had speci�cal-
ly raised the need to cooper-
ate on �ghting terrorism
“without reservations”. 

Waiting till last day
China’s “technical hold” on
adding Makki’s name to the
UNSC list could hold up the
process for up to six
months, after which a new
proposal would have to be
introduced to designate
him. The proposal to list
Makki under the UN Securi-
ty Council sanctions regime
was circulated to all the
members of the UNSC’s 1267
Committee under a “no-ob-
jection procedure” on June 1
with a deadline of 16 June,
the sources said, indicating
that China waited until the
last possible day to raise ob-
jections to the listing.

According to the UNSC re-
solution on designating ter-
rorists linked to al-Qaeda
and the Islamic State, a de-
signated terrorist cannot ac-
cess funds, buy weapons or
travel outside the jurisdic-
tion. Pakistan has been held

China opposes labelling
LeT convict a terrorist



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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