


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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The economic crisis in Sri Lanka has
signi�cantly reduced incomes, re-
duced the availability and a�ordabil-
ity of food and thus increased the
risk of food insecurity, particularly of
the most vulnerable households.

Lower income groups and war-af-
fected families in the north and east
have little or no cash reserves, and li-
mited access to resources such as
land. The problem is more acute
among women-headed households,
people with disabilities, former com-
batants, the working class, marginal-
ised caste groups and plantation
workers who, due to multiple histor-
ical injustices such as discrimination
and statelessness, have been system-
ically denied access to resources.
These groups, who have been ex-
posed to immediate shocks amid
long-term stresses, will bear the
brunt of the economic crisis as food
stocks deplete and production costs
soar. The depreciating Sri Lankan ru-
pee and the lack of foreign exchange
have made it enormously di�cult for
the island to import even the most
basic essentials, including food and
medicines. As a consequence, the
cost of staple food items such as rice,
bread and daal have increased by ov-
er 50% in the last six months alone.

Indian assistance
India has emerged as the foremost
partner for Sri Lanka at this time. It
has provided assistance of about $3.5
billion this year to manage the shock
caused by this economic catas-
trophe, compounded by the govern-
ment’s incompetence, mismanage-
ment and corruption. As Sri Lankans
receive food aid from Tamil Nadu
with gratitude, some questions about
the transparency and impartiality of
the government’s distribution of the
same have already arisen.

Meanwhile, there is a need for
more thoughtful assistance to the pe-
ople, especially the poor, who will
only be worse o� in the coming
months. Some also fear that they
might be left out of the government’s
recovery e�orts, led by an Interna-

tional Monetary Fund programme
that will likely prescribe austerity. In
this context, the Indian government
and the people of Tamil Nadu could
go beyond relief and explore sup-
porting an employment guarantee
scheme, drawing from the expe-
riences of the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guarantee
Act, for a digni�ed and sustainable
recovery of the economy.

Social safety nets provided by the
Sri Lankan state are either inadeq-
uate or ine�ective. There is no func-
tional public distribution system.
The maximum monthly household
cash transfer (LKR 4,000, or about
₹900) provided through Samurdhi,
the government’s poverty alleviation
programme, is grossly insu�cient.

A work guarantee scheme assur-
ing working people of 100 to 120 days
of work annually could provide re-
lief. Compensation for this labour
could be made 70% in kind, such as
rice partly procured in Sri Lanka,
along with wheat, daal, and other
pulses not available locally, and kero-
sene. The remaining 30% could be
paid in cash to the worker. The food
component combined with cash will
ensure that families are protected
from in�ation. This will support their
emotional, physical and nutritional
well-being in a digni�ed way. ‘Work’
could include strengthening agricul-
tural infrastructure by repairing em-
bankments, channels, and drainage.
It could include providing care for
children, the elderly and patients.
This would be especially helpful for
working women and those with old
and terminally ill family members
looking for a carer. Internships or on-
the-job traineeships could even in-
volve and be funded by the private
sector in India through Corporate So-

cial Responsibility projects.
The United Nations estimates that

50 lakh people, or about 20% of Sri
Lanka’s poorest, are at highest risk.
Aid from India could target this
group. By reaching 10 lakh families,
or approximately 15% of Sri Lanka’s
households, this aid could reduce
market demand for food and help
control demand-driven in�ation,
thus retaining food prices within rea-
sonable limits for other sections of
the population as well.

To facilitate the cash part of the
aid, the Indian government could
buy LKR in exchange for its value in
INR thus allowing the Sri Lankan go-
vernment to use the INR earned to
procure more Indian medical sup-
plies or food. Aid could be mobilised
from Tamil Nadu and other States
and NGOs to reduce the cost to the
Central government.

Increasing food production
Resolving this crisis will also require
interventions to increase domestic
food production. Agriculture pro-
duction fell by almost 50% due to an
ill-conceived ban on chemical fertil-
izers in 2021. India has provided a
credit facility to import fertilizer,
which is timely support to incentiv-
ise farmers to resume cultivation.
But more needs to be done to assist
small farmers to re-engage, increase
and maximise cultivation. Any in-
crease in production will necessarily
have a de�ationary impact on prices,
which could stabilise the prices of
food and contribute to improving the
broader economic climate.

Earmarking funds for speci�c pur-
poses, including for provision of
cheap credit to small farmers and
sharing expertise in good agricultu-
ral practices, repairing, remobilising

and deploying farm equipment pre-
viously gifted by the Indian govern-
ment, and the management of these
schemes will ensure that the bene�t
of assistance reaches producers di-
rectly. In addition, devising insu-
rance schemes will give farmers an
incentive to cultivate without fear of
losses in the event of drought or
�oods. Importantly, the Indian go-
vernment should ensure that the im-
plementation of these programmes
is equitable and impartial, especially
in the context of the grievances of the
Tamil-speaking minorities who have
su�ered historic exclusion.

India has been generous in help-
ing Sri Lanka. Apart from the $3.5 bil-
lion extended so far, more was pro-
mised during the Indian Foreign
Secretary’s recent visit. Tamil Nadu,
which contributed rice and other es-
sential items, is now preparing to
send 4,500 MT of rice and other re-
lief material. Food relief can only sof-
ten the hardship in what will be ma-
ny di�cult years to recovery unless
the Sri Lankan state mends it ways.

Presently credit lines are being
used for fuel, for servicing the needs
of private vehicles, while �sherman
have inadequate supplies of kero-
sene for their �shing boats and are
consequently near starvation. Pro-
fessor Amal Kumarage of the Univer-
sity of Moratuwa in Sri Lanka points
out that while 76% of fuel is con-
sumed for passenger travel, 51% is ta-
ken up by cars, pickups and SUVs. In
comparison, the Sri Lanka Transport
Board Buses consume only 17%.

At the end of the war, the Indian
housing programme provided signi�-
cant humanitarian and socio-eco-
nomic bene�ts to devastated people
in the Northeast and to hill country
communities. With 50,000 houses
built over �ve years, people had
houses to live in and also livelihoods.
A strategic intervention such as this,
which aids recovery and includes re-
lief with dignity, should be the basis
of any future assistance. The housing
programme earned goodwill for In-
dia. A programme guaranteeing em-
ployment and supporting produc-
tion will be a meaningful follow-up to
that. Such an intervention will also
be in India’s interest.

S.C.C. Elangovan is a social worker and
political activist based mostly in Ja�na, and
attached to the SJV Chelvanayakam
Memorial Trust

Interventions which aid recovery and include relief with dignity should be the basis of any future assistance 

Helping Sri Lanka more meaningfully 

S.C.C. Elankovan

A cargo ship carrying essential supplies from India. * REUTERS 



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

The story so far: At the recently
concluded summit of G-7 leaders in
Germany, U.S. President Joe Biden and
his allies unveiled their $600 billion plan
called the Partnership for Global
Infrastructure and Intelligence which is
being seen as a counter to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), valued at a
trillion U.S. dollars by some experts.
Therefore, there is a need to re-visit the
various projects under the BRI in
di�erent South Asian countries.

What is China’s Belt and Road
Initiative? 
In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping,
during his visits to Kazakhstan and
Indonesia, expressed his vision to build a
Silk Road Economic Belt and a 21st
Century Maritime Silk Road, to break the
“bottleneck” in Asian connectivity. This
vision led to the birth of the BRI. The
initiative envisioned a Chinese-led
investment of over $1 trillion in partner
countries by 2025. More than 60
countries have now joined BRI
agreements with China, with
infrastructure projects under the
initiative being planned or under
construction in Asia, Africa, Europe, and
Latin America. 

To �nance BRI projects, China o�ers
huge loans at commercial interest rates
that countries have to pay within a �xed
number of years. The west has accused
China of debt-trapping by extending
“predatory loans” that force countries to
cede key assets to China. However,
research indicates that low and
middle-income countries are often the
ones to approach China after not being
able to secure loans from elsewhere. In
recent years, the BRI seems to have

experienced a slowing down as annual
Chinese lending to countries under the
initiative slimmed from its peak of $125
billion in 2015 to around $50 to 55 billion
in 2021. 

What have been the BRI’s
investments in Pakistan?
On his 2015 visit to Pakistan, Mr. Xi and
then Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif unveiled the BRI’s �agship project
and its biggest one in a single country —
the China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). Over time, China pledged $62
billion in low-interest loans and �nancing
from Chinese state-owned banks and the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), up from
an initial $46 billion pledge. The CPEC
envisioned multiple projects involving
energy, transport and communication
systems. 

At the centre of the CPEC was the $700
million development of the city of
Gwadar into a smart port city that would
become the “Singapore of Pakistan”.
Gwadar is strategically important as it is
an hour’s drive from Iran and less than
320 km from Oman. According to the
master plan for Gwadar’s development
under BRI, approved in 2020, it would

increase the city’s GDP to $30 billion by
2050 and create over a million jobs.
However, multiple reports have shown
that shipping activities at the Gwadar Port
is almost negligible so far, with only some
trade to Afghanistan. 

Additonally, Gwadar residents have
also protested against the large security
force deployed to protect Chinese
nationals involved in projects after they
became the target of multiple deadly
attacks by Baloch nationalists. In late
2021, thousands of Gwadar residents
staged a sit-in protest against the lack of
promised basic amenities in Gwadar and
Chinese deep-sea trawlers reducing
�shing opportunities for locals. Other
major projects are the orange line metro,
coal power plants to tackle energy
shortages and the Main Line 1 rail project
from Peshawar to Karachi. While coal
plants set up and managed by Chinese
�rms did help improve the power
situation in Pakistan, former Prime
Minister Imran Khan sought
renegotiation of payments to China in
2020 alleging that Chinese companies
had overcharged the country by $3
billion. In May this year, Chinese power
�rms operating in Pakistan threatened to
close down if the latter did not pay dues
worth 300 billion in Pakistani rupees
(approximately $1.5 billion).

What about Sri Lanka?
In Sri Lanka, multiple infrastructure
projects that were being �nanced by
China came under the fold of the BRI
after it was launched in 2013. 

The island nation in the last couple of
years has witnessed competition between
India and China in port terminal and
energy projects. In 2021, Colombo
ejected India and Japan out of a deal to
develop the East Container Terminal at

the Colombo port and got China to take
up the project. It then awarded the
project for the Western Side of the
Terminal to the Adani Group.

Some BRI projects in Sri Lanka have
been described as white elephants — such
as the Hambantota port, a deep seaport
on the world’s busiest east-west shipping
lane, which was meant to spur industrial
activity. The port had always been
secondary to the busy Colombo port until
the latter ran out of capacity. The Sri
Lankan government took $1.4 billion in
Chinese loans for the port’s expansion.
Unable to service the huge loan and
incurring $300 million in losses due to
delays, the government handed
Hambantota port to a Chinese
state-owned company on a 99-year lease
in 2017. Other key projects under BRI
include the development of the Colombo
International Container Terminal, the
Central Expressway and the Hambantota
International Airport among others.

Are there projects in Afghanistan?
Afghanistan has not comprehensively
been brought into the BRI, despite a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
being signed with China in 2016. China
had promised investments worth $100
million in Afghanistan which is small in
comparison to what it shelled out in
other South Asian countries. The projects
have not materialised so far and
uncertainties have deepened after the
Taliban takeover last year. 

How have projects from India and
China progressed in Maldives?
Situated in the middle of the Indian
Ocean, Maldives comprises two hundred
islands, and both India and China have
strategic interests there. One of the most
prominent BRI projects undertaken in

the Maldives is the two km long
China-Maldives Friendship Bridge — a
$200 million four lane bridge.

Most of China’s investment in the
Maldives happened under former
President Abdullah Yameen, seen as
pro-China. Over the years, opposition
protests grew against the large borrowing
from China and Mr. Yameen was defeated
in 2018. The Maldives’ current regime of
President Ibrahim Solih has tried to
distance itself from the BRI, focusing
more on its ‘India First’ policy. India has
also in recent years sought greater ties
with the Maldives under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Neighbourhood First’
policy. 

What about Bangladesh?
Bangladesh, which joined the BRI in
2016, has been promised the
second-highest investment (about $40
billion) in South Asia after Pakistan.
Multiple studies, including research by
the Council on Foreign Relations, show
that Bangladesh has been able to bene�t
from the BRI while maintaining
diplomatic and strategic ties with both
India and China. It has managed to not
upset India by getting India to build
infrastructure projects similar to BRI in
the country. In 2016, when the Chinese
government promised Dhaka BRI
investment worth around $40 billion,
India followed up in 2017 by extending a
$5 billion line of credit and economic
assistance. BRI projects include
China-Bangladesh Friendship Bridges,
special economic zones, the $689.35
million-Karnaphuli River tunnel project,
upgradation of the Chittagong port, and a
rail line between the port and China’s
Yunnan province. However, multiple
projects have been delayed owing to the
slow release of funds by China.

The status of China’s Belt and Road Initiative in South Asia
What has been the progress of the BRI so far? What have been the roadblocks and challenges?

EXPLAINER

THE GIST
B In 2013, Chinese
President Xi Jinping, during
his visits to Kazakhstan and
Indonesia, expressed his
vision to build a Silk Road
Economic Belt (SERB) and a
21st Century Maritime Silk
Road (MSR), to break the
“bottleneck” in Asian
connectivity. Thus, the Belt
and Road initiative was
born. 

B The biggest project under
BRI is in Pakistan, the China
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). Over time, China
pledged $62 billion in
low-interest loans and
�nancing from Chinese
state-owned banks and the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB).

B Bangladesh, which joined
the BRI in 2016, has been
promised the
second-highest belt and
road investment by China in
South Asia after Pakistan.
Multiple studies show that
Bangladesh has been able
to bene�t from the BRI
while maintaining diplomatic
and strategic ties with both
India and China. It has
managed to not upset India
by getting India to build
infrastructure projects
similar to BRI in the
country.

Diksha Munjal

A view of the Hambantota port * FILE PHOTO
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NATO’s 30 allies signed an
accession protocol for Fin-
land and Sweden on Tues-
day to allow them to join the
nuclear-armed alliance once
allied Parliaments ratify the
decision, the most signi�-
cant expansion of the al-
liance since the mid-1990s.
Separately, the bloc’s Depu-
ty Secretary General Mircea
Geoana said that NATO has
no current plans to send
troops to Sweden and
Finland.

“We don’t plan to have an
additional presence in either
country, they have formida-
ble national forces. They’re
capable of defending them-
selves,” Mr. Geoana said in a
telephone interview.

In Brussels, NATO Secre-
tary-General Jens Stolten-
berg, alongside the Foreign

Ministers of Finland and
Sweden, said: “This is truly
an historic moment”. “With
32 nations around the table,
we will be even stronger,” he
added.

The protocol means Hel-
sinki and Stockholm can par-
ticipate in NATO meetings
and have greater access to
intelligence but will not be

protected by the NATO de-
fence clause that an attack
on one ally is an attack
against all until rati�cation.
That is likely to take up to a
year.

“Thank you for your sup-
port! Now the process of rat-
i�cation by each of the allies
begins,” Swedish Foreign Mi-
nister Ann Linde said on

Twitter. “Look forward to
working together in ensur-
ing our collective security.” 

Turkey’s warning
However, Turkey’s President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
warned on last Thursday at a
NATO summit in Madrid that
said Finland and Sweden
must �rst keep the promises
made to Turkey in a deal or
rati�cation will not be sent to
the Turkish Parliament.

Mr. Erdogan and his Fin-
nish and Swedish counter-
parts had agreed on a series
of security measures to al-
low the two Nordic countries
to overcome the Turkish.

According to the memo-
randum, Finland and Swe-
den pledged not to support
the Kurdish militant PKK
and YPG groups or the net-
work of U.S.-based cleric
Fethullah Gulen.

Sweden, Finland sign protocol
to join NATO, await rati�cation 
They can now participate in NATO meetings, have greater access to intelligence 
Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

Welcoming to fold: NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg, centre, with
the Foreign Ministers of Sweden, Finland in Brussels. * REUTERS
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R.K. Vij

Recently, the Karnataka High
Court passed a verdict on
handcu�ng, which is signif-

icant. In Suprit Ishwar Divate vs
The State of Karnataka, while
awarding two lakh rupees as com-
pensation for handcu�ng an ac-
cused, without recording the rea-
sons in the police case diary, it
gave liberty to the state to recover
the amount from the delinquent
police o�cer.

Principles of handcu�ng
The High Court held that an ac-
cused, in normal circumstances,
need not be handcu�ed on arrest.
It is only under exceptional cir-
cumstances (such as the possibili-
ty of escape and/or the possibility
of causing harm to himself or oth-
ers), that handcu�ng an accused
can be resorted to. Further, when
there is such handcu�ng, the ar-
resting o�cer must record the rea-
sons, which then would have to
stand judicial/court scrutiny. The
petitioner in this case was a law
student against whom �ve crimi-
nal cases had been �led for o�enc-
es under the Negotiable Instru-
ments Act, 1881 for the dishonour
of cheques. He had been arrested
in furtherance of a non-bailable
warrant issued by a magistrate.

There can be three occasions
when a person can be (legally)
handcu�ed, i.e., an accused on his
arrest and before he is produced
before the magistrate; an under-
trial prisoner during transit from
jail to the court and back; and a
convict being transported from jail
to the court and back. The law
with regard to handcu�ng was
settled in 1980 when the Supreme
Court of India, in Prem Shankar
Shukla vs Delhi Administration,
held that ‘the only circumstance
which validates incapacitation by
irons — an extreme measure — is
that otherwise there is no other
reasonable way of preventing his
escape’. It said that where an ar-
restee or a convict can be prevent-
ed from escape by increasing se-
curity, such an increase is to be a
norm rather than handcu�ng.

On compensation
The Court mandated that in case
of handcu�ng, the reasons for this
have to be recorded in writing and
it is the duty of the court to make
inquiries with the person arrested
as to whether he had been hand-
cu�ed or not and then approve or
reject the reasons. The Supreme
Court passed similar directives in
another case with regard to under-
trial prisoners. Thus, irrespective
of whether the person to be hand-
cu�ed is an accused or an under-
trial prisoner or a convict, the
principles governing handcu�ng
remain the same. However, if such
a person is under the judicial cus-
tody of the court, the court’s per-
mission is required for handcu�-

ing except under emergent
circumstances.

The next point is about who
should pay compensation. It is an
established principle that the re-
lief of monetary compensation for
an ‘established infringement of
the fundamental right guaranteed
under Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion is a remedy available in public
law, which is based on the strict
liability for contravention of the
guaranteed basic and indefeasible
rights of the citizens’. The consti-
tutional courts are empowered to
grant such relief ‘against the state
or its servants in the purported ex-
ercise of their powers’. So, who
should pay such compensation?

In State of Maharashtra vs Ravi-
kant S. Patil (1991), when there
were allegations of handcu�ng
and the parading of an under-trial
prisoner of murder on the streets,
the Bombay High Court held the
Inspector of Police responsible for
violation of Article 21, ordering
him to pay ₹10,000 as compensa-
tion. However, the Supreme Court
(though it upheld the judgment of
the High Court directing compen-
sation) held that the police o�cer
was not personally liable as he had
acted in his o�cial capacity.

The top court modi�ed the or-
der to that extent and directed the
state (and not the police inspector)
to pay the compensation. There-
fore, the judgment of the Karnata-
ka High Court (discussed above) as
far as payment of compensation
by the police o�cer is concerned,
does not appear to be in sync with
the ratio of the Supreme Court
judgment. The police o�cer might
have failed to implement the
court’s directives, but he was not
acting in his personal capacity.

Possible solutions
However, the High Court rightly
said that it is the state’s responsi-
bility to equip all police stations
with adequate and necessary pol-
ice personnel to discharge their
obligations. Therefore, in absence
of the required infrastructure, the
blame of non-compliance cannot
be shifted only to the police
o�cer.

It is undisputed that a police sta-
tion or a reserve police line is often
unable to provide su�cient escort
to jail authorities in the transporta-
tion of under-trial prisoners to
court, the reasons being a lack of
manpower or urgent law-and-or-
der duties. It may also become dif-
�cult at times to predict the con-
duct of an arrestee on the spot.

A National Crime Records Bu-
reau publication (Ministry of
Home A�airs) on ‘Crime in India-
2020’ shows that 810 cases of pri-
soner escape from police custody
(against 931) were reported in the
year 2020. No less than 117 cases
were registered against negligent

police o�cers as well. These num-
bers may not be very high, but are
su�cient to substantiate the fact
that the use of handcu�s is gener-
ally done to prevent escape and
not to dehumanise criminals.

Nonetheless, if any malice is
found behind the use of hand-
cu�s, it needs to be dealt with
strongly by the department. Simi-
larly, there cannot be a justi�able
excuse for not mentioning the rea-
sons for handcu�ng in the case
diary.

The Supreme Court, in the Ravi-
kant S. Patil (supra) case, had
rightly said that the authorities
concerned may, if they think it ne-
cessary, hold an inquiry and then
decide on action against the police
inspector. Therefore, the right ap-
proach would be to initiate disci-
plinary action against the errant
o�cer under service conduct
rules, rather than to order the pay-
ment of compensation.

It would also be appropriate for
State governments to review the
mobility of the police, the require-
ment of additional manpower and
technical gadgets (such as body
cameras, as recommended by the
Karnataka High Court) periodical-
ly, and exempt at least the police
department from the ban on re-
cruitment. Per contra, the enforce-
ment agencies and lower courts
are duty bound to implement, in
letter and spirit, the Supreme
Court’s directives on handcu�ng.

R.K. Vij is a former Special Director
General of Police of Chhattisgarh. 
The views expressed are personal

Handcu�ng, a judicial tap, and the long arm of the law 
The Supreme Court’s directives on handcu�ng must be observed, but issues that a�ect police reform cannot be ignored 
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Bharatiya Gorkha Prajatantrik Morcha (BGPM) chief Anit
Thapa has won the elections to the Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration (GTA). The elections to the GTA, the regional
autonomous body of the Darjeeling hills, which comprise
Darjeeling and Kalimpong districts, were held after a period
of 10 years, and the BGPM, won 27 of the 45 seats. In an inter-
view with Shiv Sahay Singh, the 49-year-old politician says
that along with the support of the West Bengal government,
he can usher in development in the Darjeeling Hills. Excerpts:

Your campaign for the GTA
poll was on the promise of
peace and development.
You must be happy that it
worked out.

Peace is not enough for the
people of the Darjeeling
hills. It has been �ve years
since the 2017 (100-day
strike and violent agitation
for Gorkhaland) agitation

and we have been able to
maintain peace. People of
the hills want prosperity
now. 

The GTA elections and the
mandate of the people in our
favour herald the beginning
of practical politics in the
Darjeeling hills.

What are the challenges
before the GTA?

There are a lot of challenges
before the GTA. Everything
has collapsed in the hills;
there is no panchayat sys-
tem in Darjeeling. But noth-
ing is impossible. With the
support of the West Bengal
government, we will be able
to make a di�erence in the
lives of the people. The GTA
is under the State govern-
ment and we will have to
work together.

You have been at the helm of
a�airs at the GTA in the past.
How is it di�erent this time?

This time, I have the man-
date of the people. Last
time, the West Bengal go-
vernment had appointed me

for restoring peace in the
hills. On this occasion, with
the support of the people
behind me, I can bargain
with the State government
as far as the interests of the

people of the hills are
concerned.

Were you con�dent that
your party would secure
victory, contesting only 35 of
the 45 seats in the GTA?

I was con�dent because my
opponents were making on-
ly false promises. In their
campaigns, they were say-
ing that they don’t like the
GTA. If they don’t like the
GTA or are not in favour of
the GTA, then why should
they seek votes from the pe-
ople in the GTA polls? Ajay
Edwards (chief of the Hamro
Party) has the same line —
that they don’t want to work
with the State government.
Bimal Gurung (founder of

the Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha) had also taken the same
line in the past. For the past
three to four decades, this
has been the history of lea-
dership in the hills, be it [in]
the time of Subhas Ghising
(founder of the Gorkha Na-
tional Liberation Front) or
Bimal Gurung. 

They would just shout at
the government and get the
votes of the people. This
ploy has been used to fool
the people of the hills. The
people of the hills have suf-
fered not because of the
State government or the
Centre; they have su�ered
just because of hills’ leaders.

Will the TMC Sabhasads
(members of the GTA) be

included in the GTA Board?

I want everyone to be part of
the GTA. This is important
for the unity of the hills. As
the chairperson, I want all
the Sabhasads of the hills
together.

What do you want to say to
parties who did not contest?

In fact, all the parties con-
tested. Whether it was the
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
(GJM)] or others. They had
all �elded Independents.
There was a tacit under-
standing between parties
like the GJM and the Hamro
Party. So it cannot be said
that these parties really
stayed away from the polls.

INTERVIEW | ANIT THAPA 

‘GTA poll marks the beginning of practical politics in Darjeeling hills’
Peace is not enough, people want prosperity now, says the soon-to-be chairperson of the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration

<> I want everyone to
be part of the GTA.
This is important for
the unity of the hills
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Tuberculosis is the worst among endemic
diseases, killing 1.5 million people every year
(WHO). TB a�ects adults in their most pro-
ductive years and therefore impoverishes
the family and the nation. In India, the TB
capital of the world, the disease kills some
1,400 persons every day. These are gross es-
timates, for our health management system
has no method to count the exact numbers. 

In the 1950s and ’60s, India was the global
leader in research in epidemiology, trans-
mission and domiciliary treatment of TB.
The National TB Control Programme of 1962
was a district-based one with public-private
participation. However, upscaling the model
proved unsuccessful and the programme
failed to control TB. With that we lost self-
con�dence and began doing what we were
told to do by the WHO under the Revised Na-
tional TB Control Programme (RNTCP).
WHO experts, without factoring in the di�e-
rences between the TB epidemiology of poor
and rich countries, used a theoretical con-
struct of TB control to design RNTCP. By
2018, India realised that light at the end of
the tunnel was still elusive.

Flaws in the programme
There are obvious �aws in the RNTCP. First,
for a programme that is heavily funded by
the government, there is no prescribed
method of monitoring the trajectory of TB
control. Contrast this with the National AIDS
Control Programme. Before the National
AIDS Control Organization was established,
the Indian Council of Medical Research-man-
aged AIDS Control Task Force had a unique
method of monitoring the control trajectory,
popularly called ‘sentinel surveillance’.
Through it, we have data on infection preva-
lence that can be compared across years,
starting from 1986 to date. There was pres-
sure from WHO experts to abandon it, but
credit must be given to Dr. Sriram P Tripathy,
the then Director General of ICMR, for po-
litely but �rmly refusing to oblige.

Recently India confronted the WHO’s esti-
mates on COVID-19 deaths in India. That the
government could publicly stand up to WHO
was a good sign. We must now boldly point
out the �aws of the WHO-designed RNTCP
and design our own comprehensive strategy. 

Second, the assumption that treating pul-
monary TB patients alone would control TB
was epidemiologically fallacious in India.

The theoretical principle is ‘source reduc-
tion’. If one patient is the proximate source
of infection and disease to another in the
community, early diagnosis and treatment
would work as source reduction. India is a
high-burden country. Large proportions of
adults carry TB infection in the lung in a dor-
mant condition for life (latent TB). Some
among them deteriorate and develop overt
TB disease (reactivation TB). HIV infection,
diabetes, undernutrition, lung damage due
to pollution, tobacco smoking, fall in im-
mune functions due to chronic diseases, al-
coholism, etc. accelerate reactivation TB.

Third, RNTCP has failed to elicit people’s
partnership in TB control. In India’s AIDS
Control Programme, public education was
given high priority. Red ribbon clubs in
schools and colleges are its legacy. Without
people’s informed participation, stigma and
delay in seeking help will continue.

Realising that TB was not under control,
WHO called for another programme revision
through a World Health Assembly Resolu-
tion in 2014 to eliminate TB by 2035. Embol-
dened by the promise of an e�ective strate-
gy, the Prime Minister announced in 2018
that India would eliminate TB by 2025.

Controlling TB
Epidemiologically, human mastery over mi-
crobes includes control, elimination and era-
dication. Control refers to the reduction of
disease burden through speci�c interven-
tions to a pre-determined level in a pre-stat-
ed time period. Evidence will have to show
that reduction was due to those interven-
tions and not due to a ‘secular trend’. Diseas-
es that have social determinants tend to de-
cline over time with better housing,
nutrition, education and income — this is
what a ‘secular trend’ is. Globally, by this
‘secular trend’, the burden of TB had been
falling by 1% or 1.5% per year. 

Elimination refers to achieving zero fre-
quency of new cases. As we have a huge
backlog of latent TB, we cannot eliminate
TB, but we must aim for a high level of con-
trol (lowering from 200 per lakh per year to
50 per lakh per year) and document it with
measurement. That will do justice to the
Prime Minister’s vision. High control is
achievable as we have major assets by way of
the RNTCP. Trained State and District TB of-
�cers are already on the job and we have an
extensive network of TB clinics and an army
of community and �eld workers. Once the
de�ciencies listed above are corrected, we
can control TB.

T. Jacob John is Chairman, Rotary Club of Vellore TB
Control Society, and Sushil Mathew John is Professor of
Community Health, Christian Medical College, Vellore

The way to control tuberculosis 
Three major de�ciencies of the Revised National TB Control
Programme need correction 

T. Jacob John & Sushil Mathew John
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The story so far: Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) have been on a selling spree
in India. June 2022 witnessed the worst
sell-o� since March 2020 — when India
announced a nationwide lockdown — at
₹50,000 crore. This comes on the back of
May’s sell-o� �gures of about ₹44,000 crore.
June was also the ninth on the trot that FPIs
had sold net of their assets — ie, sold more
than they had purchased. Their selling
actions have triggered a signi�cant decline in
benchmark indices, resulting in a drop in
market capitalisation of companies. 

What are FPIs? 
Foreign portfolio investors are those that
invest funds in markets outside of their
home turf. Their investments typically
include equities, bonds and mutual funds.
They are generally not active shareholders
and do not exert any control over the
companies whose shares they hold. The
passive nature of their investment also
allows them to enter or exit a stock at will
and with ease. 

What factors spur FPI moves? 
Promise of attractive returns on the back of
economic growth draws investors including
FPIs into a country’s markets. For example,
as per data from the National Securities
Depositories Ltd. (NDSL), FPIs brought in
about ₹3,682 crore in 2002. This grew to
₹1.79 lakh crore in 2010. This correlates with
the concurrent expansion of economic
output in that period, despite the 2008
global �nancial crisis which saw FPI sell-o�s
in that time-frame in the country. The year
2017 saw FPI in�ows exceed ₹2 lakh crore. 

Likewise, FPIs withdrew ₹1.18 lakh crore
in March 2020 alone — the month when
India announced a nationwide lockdown,

triggering concerns around economic
growth. In tandem, benchmark stock index
Sensex fell from 42,270 in February 2020 to
25,630 in March 2020. 

FPIs also show keenness to invest in
bonds when there is a favourable di�erential
between the real interest rates on o�er in the
country they aim to invest in, and other
markets, but more speci�cally, compared
with the largest economy in the world, the
U.S. 

Why have FPIs been selling India
holdings? 
FPIs sold assets worth about ₹50,000 crore
in June 2022. This is the second highest
sell-o� in a month since 1993, after March
2020. 

Post-pandemic, recovery in the Indian
economy has been uneven. The second wave
of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021
devastated lives and livelihoods. The
economy stuttered again when a third, albeit
less severe, wave saw the spread of the
Omicron variant early this year. Add to this
the return of pent-up demand in economies
worldwide as the pandemic subsided. The
pace of recovery caught suppliers o� guard,
contributing to supply-side shortages. 

As the industry was grappling with this
challenge, came Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Sun�ower and wheat supplies, to name just
two commodities, from these two nations
were impacted, leading to a rise in global
prices for these crops. As supplies in general
tightened across the globe, commodity
prices too rose and overall in�ation
accelerated. India witnessed a quickening
pace in price rise that stayed above the
Reserve Bank’s upper comfort level of 6% for
�ve months running, touching 7.8% in April,
before receding to a slightly less aggressive
7.04% in the subsequent month. 

Industrial production has seen a bumpy

ride without giving con�dence of a full and
�nal recovery from the pandemic. For
example, the S&P Global India
Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) slid to 53.9 in June — the lowest level in
nine months — from 54.6 in the previous
month. Experts attribute this to in�ation
pressures, which also dampened business
con�dence sentiment to a 27-month low in
June, as per survey-based �ndings.
Consumption expenditure too has remained
weak in the subcontinent. 

With each of these factors contributing to
a decline in con�dence of robust economic
performance, FPIs have been exiting market
investments over these past months. Add to
the mix the U.S. Federal Reserve raising the
benchmark interest rate starting March this
year. On June 15, the Fed announced the
most aggressive interest rate increase in
almost 30 years, raising the benchmark
borrowing rate by 0.75 percentage points in
its battle against surging in�ation. The key
rate range had gone up from 0-0.25% in
March to 0.75-1% in May. 

When the di�erential between the interest
rates in the U.S. and other markets narrow,
and if such an occurrence is accompanied by
the strengthening of the dollar, then the
ability of investors to realise healthy returns
is impacted. For returns are measured not
only by the value appreciation of assets but
also by exchange rate changes. If the dollar
strengthens against the rupee, then an
investor is able to realise fewer dollars for a
given quantum of rupee assets liquidated.
Further, if in�ation quickens in the overseas
market where the investor has placed funds
in, then real returns are even further
impacted. 

They then tend to exit assets seen as
‘risky’ such as in emerging markets like
India, Brazil or South Africa. And indeed,
the rupee has been depreciating against the

dollar, which has seen a general
strengthening against several other
currencies. The rupee touched its record low
of 79.33 against the greenback on Tuesday. 

What impact does an FPI sell-o� have? 
When FPIs sell their holdings and repatriate
funds back to their home markets, the local
currency takes a beating. After all, they sell
rupees in exchange for their home market
currency. As supply of the rupee in the
market rises, its value declines. In this
instance, the rupee has been seeing all-time
lows recently. About a year ago, it was
trading in the region of 73 to a U.S. dollar; it
is now �irting with the 78 level. With a
weaker rupee, we have to shell out more
funds to import the same unit of goods. The
most telling impact is on the cost of our
crude oil imports that contribute to 85% of
our oil needs.

EXPLAINER 

Why are Foreign Portfolio Investors exiting the Indian market? How has the Russia- Ukraine war contributed to this? 

The relentless march of FPIs to the exit gate 

THE GIST
B Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) have been
on a selling spree in India.
June 2022 witnessed the
worst sell-o� since March
2020 — when India
announced a nationwide
lockdown — at ₹50,000
crore. 

B Post-pandemic, recovery
in the Indian economy has
been uneven. As the
industry was grappling with
this challenge, came
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
which led to a rise in global
prices. Add to this mix the
U.S. Federal Reserve raising
the benchmark interest rate
starting March this year. All
of these have made Indian
assets ‘risky’.

B When FPIs sell their
holdings and repatriate
funds back to their home
markets, the local currency
takes a beating. With a
weaker rupee, we have to
shell out more funds to
import the same unit of
goods. 

K. Bharat Kumar
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India’s monthly merchandise trade de�cit hit a fresh
record of $25.6 billion in June as per preliminary es-
timates released by the Commerce and Industry Mi-

nistry on Monday. This is the third occasion in seven
months and the second month in a row that the trade
de�cit has widened to all-time highs. In June, the value
of outbound shipments grew 16.8%, marginally slower
than the 20.6% growth recorded in May, to about $38
billion — re�ecting the third successive month of mod-
eration. Worryingly, four of India’s top 10 export items
— engineering goods, cotton yarn, drugs and pharma
and plastic products — contracted from a year ago. Pe-
troleum exports were up 98% from June 2021, but about
$0.7 billion lower than May 2022. Even as exports
growth slid, imports surged by over 51% to $63.6 billion
in June, crossing the $60 billion mark for the fourth
month in a row. Coal imports, up almost 242% year-on-
year, and petroleum in�ows, up 94.2%, drove nearly
three-fourths of this surge. And although gold imports,
which had soared nearly eight-fold in May to touch 107
tonnes, moderated from over $6 billion that month to
$2.6 billion in June, they were still 169% higher than a
year ago and signi�cantly over April’s imports of $1.7
billion. The trade de�cit for Q1 adds up to a record
$70.25 billion, over two times higher than a year ago. 

The tangible slowdown in exports, due to weaker
global demand, is unlikely to change much soon, with
recessions or sharp growth slowdowns expected in sev-
eral developed markets. Domestic demand for imports
of oil, fertilizers, coal and even gold — a safe haven for
investors amid tumultuous �nancial markets — is large-
ly inelastic, and elevated global prices for these will
continue to escalate the import bill through this year.
The weakening rupee, which tumbled further to 79.37
vis-à-vis the U.S. dollar on Tuesday, will raise import
costs further. Analysts expect the rupee to scale the 82
to a dollar mark by the October to December quarter
before recovering and the current account de�cit to
more than double to around 3% of GDP this year from
1.2% in 2021-22. Robust forex reserves notwithstanding,
the persistent out�ows of foreign capital from the �nan-
cial markets have triggered concerns about the balance
of payments situation. Last week, the Government im-
posed a windfall tax on crude oil production that could
help bridge concerns about the �scal de�cit. It also
placed restrictions on petroleum products’ exports and
acknowledged that gold imports were hurting the cur-
rent account by raising customs duties to 15% from
10.75%. This may end up hurting petroleum exports
further while import duties may not dent India’s unpa-
ralleled appetite for the yellow metal as much as hoped.
Coal imports, on the other hand, are expected to keep
hitting record highs as the monsoon will a�ect domes-
tic output. Policy makers may have little room to ma-
noeuvre out of this vicious cycle, but missteps must be
avoided and domestic ine�ciencies hurting exports re-
viewed urgently. 

A matter of import
Spectre of wider trade and current account

de�cits is dragging the rupee down 
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India’s services �rms saw
growth in new business and
output accelerate to a 11-year
high in June, as per the sur-
vey-based S&P Global India
Services Purchasing Manag-
ers Index (PMI). The index
rose to 59.2 last month, from
58.9 in May, signalling a
strengthening in demand
across the services sector,
which had borne the brunt
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

With input costs continu-
ing to rise, �rms also raised
selling prices at the fastest
rate since July 2017 as they
sought to transfer part of
their additional cost burdens
to customers, with the shar-
pest increases in prices be-
ing witnessed in transport,
information and communi-
cation services. 

Higher food, petrol, retail
and sta� costs were cited by
respondents as the reason
for raising output prices,
with ‘unrelenting’ in�ation
concerns dampening overall
con�dence levels. 

Only 9% of �rms expect

output growth a year ahead.
Just 6% of �rms hired more
employees in June, while the
rest left their sta� strength
unchanged despite higher
demand. Overall, employ-
ment rose marginally after a
dip in May.

“Activity growth in India’s
service sector moved up a
gear... reaching its strongest
in over 11 years and surpass-
ing that seen in manufactur-
ing for the third month run-
ning,” said Pollyanna De
Lima, economics associate
director at S&P Global. 

“Demand for services im-
proved to the greatest extent
since February 2011, sup-
porting a robust economic
expansion for the sector over
the �rst quarter of 2022-23
and setting the scene for
another substantial upturn
in output next month,” she
said. “Consumer services
posted the strongest increas-
es in both output and new
orders in June, but growth
rates quickened across the
board,” Ms. De Lima added. 

ICRA chief economist Adi-
ti Nayar said the jump in the

services PMI corroborated
the rating agency’s view that
the sector would lead the
growth recovery this year.

Pivot to services
“Middle-to-high income hou-
seholds are likely to priori-
tise spending on contact in-
tensive services, that were
avoided during the pandem-
ic, at the cost of consumer
durables. This is likely to re-
sult in a slower improvement
in capacity utilisation levels,
modestly delaying the priv-
ate sector’s capex plans
amidst the global headwinds
and elevated commodity
prices,” Ms. Nayar said. 

Private sector jobs rose in
June, following a fractional
decline in May, with both
manufacturing and services
recording slight increases in
employment levels.

PMI pegs services growth at 11-year high
In�ation weighs down business con�dence, with just 9% �rms foreseeing growth one year later
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Demand rebound: Consumers are seen spending on contact
intensive services that were avoided earlier. * M. PERIASAMY
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The Indian rupee fell to a re-
cord low against the U.S.
dollar on Tuesday as con-
cerns of a wider current ac-
count de�cit (CAD) came to
the forefront after the coun-
try’s trade de�cit hit an all-
time high in June.

Data late on Monday
showed India’s June trade
de�cit widened to a record
high of $25.63 billion, fol-
lowing a rise in crude oil
and coal imports, from $9.61
billion a year earlier.

Analysts and economists
expect the country’s CAD to
widen to about 3.2% of the
GDP in �scal 2023, from
1.2% in �scal 2022.

The rupee fell by 38 paise
to its lifetime closing low of
79.33. It had closed at 78.95

on Monday.
“We expect India’s wi-

dening current account de�-
cit (CAD) to remain an ongo-
ing drag for INR, with
limited o�sets from India’s
FDI and overseas invest-
ment in�ows, exacerbated
by ongoing FPI (foreign
portfolio investor) out-
�ows,” said Sonal Varma,
economist at Nomura.

“We expect USD/INR to
reach 82 by Q3 2022 and 81
by Q4 2022. One risk to our
view is the RBI’s USD selling
intervention, which could
slow the pace of INR depre-
ciation,” she added.

Rupee falls to 79.33 after
June trade de�cit widens 
Shortfall hit a record high of $25.63 bn
Reuters
MUMBAI <> Analysts are

expecting CAD to
widen to 3.2% of
GDP in �scal 2023
from 1.2% in FY22
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A lot of work still needs to be
done to prune GST-exempt-
ed items, especially in the
services sector, Revenue Se-
cretary Tarun Bajaj said.

Addressing a CII interac-
tive session, Mr. Bajaj said
e�orts are on to remove the
‘rough edges’ in Goods and
Services Tax (GST) over the
next two-three years.

On rationalisation of GST
rates, the Revenue Secre-
tary said a Group of Minis-
ters is looking into it. 

“We will have to wait for
some time,” he said. 

Exemptions still remain,
a large number on the ser-
vices side, Mr. Bajaj said, ad-
ding ‘work needs to be done
to prune it.’ On representa-
tions that 5% GST on non-

ICU hospital rooms above
₹5,000 is against a�ordable
healthcare, he said the per-
centage of rooms in hospi-
tals which charge more than
₹5,000 is ‘minuscule.’

The Revenue Secretary
said the 28% slab in GST
contributes 16% to the gross
GST revenue, while the ma-
jor chunk of 65% comes
from the 18% slab.

‘Work needed to prune
GST-exempt services’
GoM vetting rate rationalisation: Bajaj
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Tarun Bajaj
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The Centre has asked the
State governments to take
steps to increase the sowing
of paddy in the wake of re-
ports that the sown area has
shrunk.

At a conference of State
Food Ministers on food and
nutrition security of India
here on Tuesday, Union Mi-
nister of Food and Public
Distribution Piyush Goyal
said the international de-
mand for rice and wheat had
increased, and asked the
States to increase the sowing
of paddy in this kharif
season.

The Centre’s data say that
paddy has been sown on
43.45 lakh hectares till July 1,
which is 27.05% less than the
59.56 lakh hectares during
the corresponding period of
2021. “We request the States
to increase the sowing of
rice,” Mr. Goyal said. He ad-
ded that when wheat sowing
began in October during the
rabi season, the States
should increase the sowing
as demand for wheat had in-
creased globally.

Meanwhile, the Uttar Pra-
desh and Gujarat govern-
ments urged the Centre not
to supply wheat in place of
rice. Gujarat Food Minister
Nareshbhai Patel and Uttar
Pradesh’s Minister of State
for Food & Civil Supplies Sat-
ish Chandra Sharma urged
the Centre to reconsider the
decision to replace wheat
with rice. “In areas like Sau-
rashtra, people prefer wheat
to rice. The Centre has as-

sured us they will consider
replacing rice with ragi and
other millets,” Mr. Patel told
The Hindu. Kerala Food Mi-
nister G.R. Anil said the State
had requested increased rice
allocation. 

The meeting discussed
nutritional safety, particular-
ly on forti�ed rice. Mr. Anil
said though Kerala was ready
to distribute forti�ed rice
through its public distribu-
tion outlets, the State pre-

ferred indigenous varieties
of rice which naturally con-
tained nutrients. “We have
asked the government to
consider such varieties of
rice rather than going for for-
ti�ed rice,” he added.

Mr. Goyal pulled up the
States for not submitting
their food Bills to the Centre.
He said some States had sub-
mitted Bills since 2004 and
said all Bills must be cleared
by August 15. States such as
Bihar, Punjab and Uttar Pra-
desh cited delays in audit
clearance. Mr. Goyal o�ered
them assistance in taking up
the matter with the Comp-
troller and Auditor-General.
He criticised States such as
Telangana, West Bengal and
Rajasthan which did not
send Ministers to the
conference.

NFSA ranking
Odisha secured the �rst rank
for the implementation of
the National Food Security
Act (NFSA). Uttar Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh stood
second and third, respective-
ly, in the index prepared by
the Centre, which was re-

leased by Mr. Goyal. Among
the special category States,
Tripura secured the �rst
rank. Himachal Pradesh and
Sikkim stood at the second
and third positions.

Mr. Goyal said the ranking
would lead to a healthy com-
petition among the States.
The Centre would launch a
similar ranking for procure-
ment too. “The Index de-
notes only the e�ciency of
TPDS operations, it does not
re�ect the level of hunger, if
any, or malnutrition, or
both, in a particular State or
Union Territory,” the index
report said. 

The �ndings showed that
most States fared well in dig-
itisation, Aadhaar seeding,
and e-POS installation. “Ho-
wever, States and Union Ter-
ritories can improve their
performance in a few areas.
Exercises such as conducting
and documenting social au-
dits thoroughly and opera-
tionalising functions of State
food commissions across
States and Union Territories
will further bolster the true
spirit of the Act,” the report
added.

Centre asks States to boost paddy sowing
There has been a 27% fall in the sown area to 43.45 lakh hectares till July 1 this season, show data
Special Correspondent
New Delhi 

Arresting a slide: Worker transplanting paddy saplings at
Kallepully in Palakkad, Kerala. * K.K.. MUSTAFAH 
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The Union Environment Mi-
nistry proposes to soften the
provisions of the Environ-
ment Protection Act (EPA)
by replacing a clause that
provides for imprisoning
violators with one that only
requires them to pay a �ne.
This, however, does not ap-
ply to violations that cause
grave injury or loss of life.
The proposed �nes, in lieu
of imprisonment, are �ve to
500 times greater than those
currently levied.

The Act currently says
that violators will be punish-
able with imprisonment up
to �ve years or a �ne up to ₹1
lakh, or both. Were viola-
tions to continue, an addi-
tional �ne of up to ₹5,000

daily during which such fai-
lure or contravention conti-
nues after the conviction
would be levied. There is al-
so a provision for jail terms
to extend to seven years.

The Environment Minis-
try, in a note this week laying
out the rationale governing
the amendments, said that it
had received “suggestions”
to decriminalise existing
provisions of the EPA to
weed out “fear of imprison-
ment for simple violations”.

The two major changes
proposed are appointing an
“adjudication o�cer” who
will decide on the penalty in
cases of environmental vio-
lations such as reports not
being submitted or informa-
tion not provided when de-
manded. “However, in case

of serious violations which
lead to grievous injury or
loss of life, they shall be co-
vered under the provision of
the Indian Penal Code, 1860
read with Section 24 of the
EP Act,” the document says.

Funds collected as penal-
ties would be accrued in an
“Environmental Protection
Fund”. In case of contraven-
tions of the Act, the penal-
ties could extend to anywh-
ere from ₹5 lakh to ₹5 crore,
it says. The Ministry has
sought comments from the
public on its proposals until
July 21. The removal of pri-
son terms also applies to the
Air Act, which is the corner-
stone legislation for dealing
with air pollution, and the
Water Act, which deals with
violations to water bodies.

Ministry points to suggestions to ‘decriminalise’ provisions
Jacob Koshy
New Delhi

Centre to soften punitive
steps in environment cases



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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