


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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India welcomed the expan-
sion of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation (SCO) to
include Iran next year, as Ex-
ternal A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar shared a table
with Foreign Ministers of
China Wang Yi, Pakistan Bila-
wal Bhutto, Russia Sergey
Lavrov and central Asian
countries at the ministerial
meeting in Tashkent on Fri-
day. 

While India pushed for
Chabahar port to be a con-
duit for trade to central Asia,
Pakistan's Foreign Minister
promoted the China-Pakis-
tan Economic Corridor for
trans-regional trade, includ-
ing in a meeting with Tali-
ban-appointed Acting Fo-
reign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi.

Mr. Jaishankar held bilat-

eral talks with his counter-
parts from Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, but no meetings
with Mr. Bhutto, Mr. Wang or
Mr. Muttaqi, who was also in
Tashkent for a special SCO
reach out, were announced.
Although the MEA release
made no mention of it, the
Russian embassy in Delhi
tweeted that Mr. Jaishankar

also held talks with Russian
Foreign Minister Mr. Lavrov
while in Tashkent, where it
said they discussed bilateral
ties. 

Help to Afghanistan 
Mr. Jaishankar highlighted
India's assistance to Afghan-
istan at the meeting. “Reiter-
ated India’s position on Af-
ghanistan and highlighted

our humanitarian support:
wheat, medicines, vaccines
and clothing,” Mr. Jaishankar
said after the meetings, ad-
ding that he had underlined
the potential for Iran’s Cha-
bahar for the “SCO's eco-
nomic future”.

The External A�airs Minis-
ter said he had also raised
the problems of the energy
crisis and food crisis arising
from the “Ukraine con�ict”,
making no mention of Rus-
sia's role in the con�ict, as
well as from the COVID
pandemic.

“[The] response required
includes resilient and diver-
si�ed supply chains as well
as reformed multilateral-
ism,” Mr. Jaishankar said, ad-
ding that “zero tolerance”
for terrorism was a must.

The External A�airs Minis-
ter also called on Uzbekistan
President Shavkat Mirzi-

yoyev along with the other
Ministers, where he was seat-
ed next to Mr. Bhutto at the
round table.

He said India, which
would take over the SCO Pre-
sidency next year, would
“give the fullest support for
the success of the Samar-
kand Summit”, indicating
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would attend the sum-
mit on September 15-16. If all
the SCO leaders attend the
summit in person, it will be
the �rst time Mr. Modi will
come face to face with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, as
well as Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif. 

Meeting SCO Secretary
General, senior Chinese di-
plomat Zhang Ming, Mr.
Jaishankar said India's Presi-
dency next year would give
SCO cooperation a “renewed
thrust”.

Jaishankar pushes for Chabahar port
No talks announced at SCO meet in Tashkent with Chinese, Pakistan and Taliban Foreign Ministers 
Suhasini Haidar 
NEW DELHI

External A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar (left) during the SCO
Foreign Ministers’ meeting, in Tashkent. * PTI 
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The government has ap-
pointed 61 judges in the
higher judiciary out of the
127 names recommended by
the Supreme Court Collegi-
um between December 1
last year and July 26, Union
Law Minister Kiren Rijiju
said on Friday.

Besides these 127 fresh re-
commendations, the top
court collegium also reiter-
ated 13 names in the same
period of which eight ap-
pointments have been
made, Mr. Rijiju said in a
written reply.

140 recommendations 
“During the period Decem-
ber 1, 2021 to July 26, 2022,
the Supreme Court Collegi-
um has recommended 140
names (127 fresh and 13 reit-
erated),” he said. 

“Out of 127 fresh recom-
mendations, 61 appoint-
ments have been made in-
cluding extension of term of
one additional judge and 66
cases, which have been re-
commended by Supreme
Court Collegium recently,
are at various stages of pro-
cessing with the govern-
ment,” the Union Minister
said. Trinamool Congress
member Kalyan Banerjee
was one of the two mem-
bers, who had posed a qu-
ery on judicial posts lying
vacant.

Filling up of vacancies in
the high courts is a continu-

ous, integrated and collabo-
rative process between the
Executive and the Judiciary,
Mr. Rijiju said, adding that
the process requires consul-
tation and approval from va-
rious Constitutional authori-
ties both at the State and
Central level.

“While every e�ort is
made to �ll up the existing
vacancies expeditiously, va-
cancies of judges in high
courts do keep on arising on
account of retirement, resig-
nation or elevation of judges
and also due to increase in
the strength of judges,” Mr.
Rijiju said.

Pending cases
In response to another
question on pendency of
cases, the Union Minister
said the district and subor-
dinate courts have over 4.23
crore cases pending. 

While 72,062 cases are
pending in Supreme Court
as on July 1, 59,55,873 cases
were pending in the 25 high
courts as on July 25. 

In all, a total of over 4.83
crore cases are pending
across various courts.

‘SC Collegium reiterated
13 names for HC judges’
Eight were appointed, says Minister
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI <> Vacancies of

judges in high 
courts do keep on arising
on account of
retirement, resignation
or elevation of judges
and also due to increase
in the strength of judges
Kiren Rijiju
Union Law Minister
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“Words, words, words” was Ham-
let’s reply to Polonius’ question,
“What do you read, my lord?”
That is what our Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) Act, 2005, is being re-
duced to. The Centre for Law and
Democracy classi�es it among the
top �ve laws in the world. The RTI
empowers us to participate in the
policymaking process, by provid-
ing access to information relating
to the functioning of all public
authorities. Ordinary citizens have
used the law to make public auth-
orities accountable and transpa-
rent in their functioning. In fact,
the law has been used extensively
by a cross section of citizens in-
cluding activists, lawyers, bureau-
crats, researchers, journalists and
most importantly, ordinary folk.
They all have been asking simple
questions and pursuing answers
on the use of public funds, and un-
earthing corruption of all kinds
from the Panchayat level right up
to Parliament. The widespread un-
derstanding and use of the RTI is a
shining example of a participatory
democracy in spite of our current
realities.

The killing of activists
Unfortunately, the dangerous un-
derside of the RTI is manifesting it-
self through violent reactions from
entrenched interests and powerful
lobbies. Since the implementation
of the Act, some 100 RTI activists

across the country have been
killed and several are harassed on
a daily basis. This is a reality of one
of the strongest laws for democrat-
ic accountability that we must sys-
tematically address through
strong legal and institutional
safeguards.

Bihar is turning out to be one of
the most dangerous States for RTI
activists despite being one of the
earliest promoters of the law. The
State ranks �rst in the number of
deaths of RTI users. As many as 20
RTI users have lost their lives since
2010 in di�erent districts across
Bihar. In 2018, six RTI users were
killed for seeking information re-
lated to the functioning of public
programmes and institutions.
These brutal murders have not on-
ly raised an urgent question of the
protection of people engaging
with the system to seek accounta-
bility, but also of the state’s res-
ponsibility to provide legal assis-
tance, time-bound grievance
redressal, compensation, and dig-
ni�ed access to justice to the fami-
lies of those killed.

Earlier this month, civil society
organisations organised a public
hearing in Patna where families of
the ‘whistle blowers’ disclosed
that the whistle blowers had been
working on issues of public impor-
tance and interest, exposing irreg-
ularities and corruption, pursuing
transparency in the functioning of
the Public Distribution System,
the Mahatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee Act,
Anganwadi centers, housing
schemes, illegally operating health
clinics and so on. They had been
requesting information that
should have been mandatorily dis-
closed to the public under Section

4 of the RTI Act. Family members
at the hearing also questioned the
abdication of responsibility by the
State government in assisting
them to get justice in each case. Af-
ter all, the whistle blowers were
performing a basic civic duty of
public vigilance that the govern-
ment should encourage and in-
itiate timely action on. The killing
of RTI users and the intimidation
of their family as they struggle for
justice, in Bihar and other parts of
the country, are re�ective of the
lack of action by the government
and collusion of the police with
powerful vested interests to deny,
if not subvert, justice.

A new framework
We are living in a time where the
government denies the existence
of casualties emanating from its
acts of omission and commission.
This has prompted civil society to
maintain lists of persons who lost
their lives on account of demoneti-
sation, COVID-19 and now RTI, so
that the lives of the people, partic-
ularly the poor, are not remem-
bered merely as numbers. We
need to move beyond maintaining
a count. We need to advocate for
and move towards creating a so-
cio-legal system that recognises
RTI users under attack as human

right defenders and build a frame-
work that facilitates and protects
them in their attempt to pursue is-
sues of public interest. Otherwise,
words in the RTI legislation will
ring hollow.

There can be multiple compo-
nents to such a framework, and it
is time State governments take the
lead without waiting for the Cen-
tral government to set an example.
First, State governments must di-
rect law-enforcement agencies to
expeditiously and in a time-bound
manner complete investigations in
all cases where RTI users are ha-
rassed. This must include making
proactive e�orts to provide adeq-
uate compensation to the victim’s
family.

Second, available evidence
clearly shows that the information
requested by the murdered RTI us-
ers was information that should
have been mandatorily disclosed
in the public domain under Sec-
tion 4 of the RTI Act. Therefore,
the State governments must take
immediate e�orts to institutional-
ise proactive disclosure of actiona-
ble information. Is this possible?
Rajasthan has taken the lead in ac-
tive disclosure. Its Jan Soochna
portal subsequently followed by
Karnataka’s Mahiti Kanaja are out-
standing examples of practical
ways of mandatory disclosure.

Third, in all cases of threats, at-
tacks or killings of RTI users, the
State Information Commission
must immediately direct the rele-
vant public authorities to disclose
and publicise all the questions
raised and the answers given to
the user. Giving wide publicity to
such information may potentially
act as a deterrent against attacks
on RTI users, as perpetrators get

the message that rather than co-
vering up the matter, any attack
would invite even greater public
scrutiny.

E�ective legislation
Last, there is an urgent need to
enact an e�ective legislation to
protect whistle blowers. In 2016, a
Supreme Court bench of Justice
T.S. Thakur and Justice A.K. Sikri
came down heavily on the Union
government for its reluctance in
notify the Whistle Blowers Protec-
tion Act of 2014, but unfortunately
to no avail. The Supreme Court ob-
served that there was an “absolute
vacuum” which could not be al-
lowed to go on. The Central go-
vernment was called upon to de-
cide on a speci�c time frame to
establish an administrative set-up
to protect whistle blowers. The
court recognised that the concept
of a whistle blower is a global phe-
nomenon and has become a reali-
ty. It cannot be wished away.
Words, words, words that have no
e�ect on the Central government.
Eight years have gone by and the
proposed Act has not been
noti�ed.

Given this reality, State govern-
ments, such as those of Bihar and
Maharashtra, which have record-
ed the highest number of murders
of RTI activists, must introduce
their own mechanisms for protect-
ing whistle blowers by enacting at
least a State-level whistle blower
protection law. Ignoring the plight
of RTI users facing death for keep-
ing our democracy alive is a threat
to democracy itself.

Justice Madan B. Lokur, a former judge of
the Supreme Court of India, is presently a
judge of the Supreme Court of Fiji

We need to protect whistle blowers 
Ignoring the fact that Right to Information users are facing death for keeping democracy alive is a threat to democracy itself 

Madan Lokur

GE
TT

Y 
IM

AG
ES

 



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

India’s eight core sectors’
output growth moderated to
12.7% in June, from 18.1% in
May, with all sectors except
crude oil registering an up-
tick in production. 

Coal, cement, electricity
and re�nery products rose
15% or more, compared with
the June 2021 output levels,
while natural gas (1.2%),
steel (3.3%) and fertilizers
(8.2%) grew at a milder pace.
Crude oil output dropped
1.7% from a year earlier, re-
turning to contractionary
territory after recording the

�rst uptick in several months
this May. 

The Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry also revised
the index of eight core indus-
tries for March and May.

Core sectors’ growth in
March was pared to 4.8%
from 4.9% estimated earlier,
while for May, it was revised
higher at 19.3% from the pre-
vious estimate of 18.1%. 

While June marks the se-
cond successive month of
double-digit growth in core
sectors, which constitute
about 40% of the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP), the
overall core output shrank
4.08% compared with the
previous month. Cement
and fertilizers were the only
sectors to record a sequen-
tial month-on-month growth
in output in June of 6.9% and
0.32%, respectively. 

Compared to pre-COVID
levels, the core sectors re-
ported an 8% growth in June
with a healthy performance
in all the sectors, except
steel and crude oil, said Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at
rating agency ICRA.

Core sector output expands by 12.7% 
Crude oil output
dropped 1.7% 
from a year earlier
Vikas Dhoot
New Delhi

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8
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high frequency indicators as
well as the core sector in
June 2022, we expect the IIP
growth to ease to about 11%
to 13%,” Ms. Nayar averred.
The IIP had grown 19.6% in
May. 

Rajani Sinha, chief econo-
mist at CARE Ratings, said
the low base from last year
helped prop up the growth
rate in June, but added she
expects further momentum
in coming months for the
core sectors with a pick-up
in investment demand. 

The disaggregated trends
are exceedingly mixed, she
said, ranging from a con-
traction in crude oil to a ro-
bust expansion of 31% in
coal. 

The broad-based modera-
tion in the growth rate to
12.7% from 19.3% in May, Ms.
Nayar attributed to the ‘nor-
malising base’ e�ects from
2021 amid the second CO-
VID-19 wave. 

“In line with the modera-
tion in the year-on-year per-
formance recorded by most

Core sector output
expands by 12.7% in June 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday launched the
India International Bullion
Exchange (IIBX), a �rst in
the country and NSE IFSC-
SGX Connect at Gandhina-
gar’s GIFT city, an interna-
tional �nancial services hub
set up by the Gujarat govern-
ment outside the State
capital.

India is the world’s se-
cond biggest consumer of
gold and the move to set up
the IIBX is seen as India’s ef-
fort to bring transparency to
the market for the precious
metal. Moreover, setting up
of IIBX could lead to stan-
dard gold pricing in the
country and make it easier
for small bullion dealers and
jewellers to trade in the pre-
cious metal. 

India is a leading impor-
ter of the metal and import-
ed 1,069 tonnes of gold in
2021, up from 430 tonnes a
year ago. The yellow metal is
tightly regulated in the coun-
try and currently only nomi-
nated banks and agencies
approved by the Reserve

Bank Of India can import
gold and sell to dealers and
jewellers across the country.

While launching the new
exchange and laying founda-
tion stone for new projects
in GIFT city, his pet project,
Mr. Modi said that India is
among the biggest econo-
mies in the world and is now
joining the league of global
�nancial centres like the Un-
ited States, the United King-
dom and Singapore. 

Foundation stone laid
He laid the foundation stone
of the headquarters building
of the International Finan-
cial Services Centres Author-
ity (IFSCA), the country’s

�rst and only IFSC in line
with those in UAE, Singa-
pore and Hong Kong.

“Today in the 21st century,
�nance and technology are
linked to each other. And
when it comes to technolo-
gy, in science and software,
India has an edge and expe-
rience. Today, India alone
has 40% share in real-time
digital payments all over the
world,” he said at the event.

“India is one of the
world’s leading economies
and will become even bigger
going forward; we should
build institutions that can
cater to our present and fu-
ture roles,” the Prime Minis-
ter said.

Modi unveils India’s �rst
global bullion exchange 
Move could lead to standard gold pricing in the country
Mahesh Langa
GANDHINAGAR

Grand launch: Narendra Modi with Nirmala Sitharaman during
the foundation stone laying ceremony in Gandhinagar. * AP
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The U.S. economy con-
tracted for a second
straight quarter, govern-
ment data showed Thurs-
day, adding fuel to reces-
sion fears.

Gross domestic product
declined at an annual rate
of 0.9% in the second quar-
ter, according to the Com-
merce Department.

The slowdown was lar-
gely due to drops in go-
vernment spending at all
levels and in private invest-
ment on goods, including
autos, and on residential
buildings, despite an in-
crease in exports.

But personal consump-
tion expenditures conti-
nued to increase, though at
a slower rate than the prior
quarter, the data showed.

U.S. recession
fears grow as
GDP shrinks
Agence France-Presse
Washington
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The nationwide ban on sin-
gle-use plastic has come as a
boon for local folks, espe-
cially women in villages of
the hill State of Himachal
Pradesh, who are involved
in making traditional leaf
plates and bowls as the de-
mand for these eco-friendly
products is currently on the
rise and fetching them im-
proved returns.

To aid the makers of leaf
plates and bowls, the Hima-
chal Pradesh Forest Depart-
ment, in collaboration with
Japan International Cooper-
ation Agency ( JICA), is mo-
tivating community groups
to prepare leaf plates and
bowls using machines in-
stead of doing it manually in
order to meet the increasing
demand for leaf plates. The
ban of single use plastic
items has been in place
since July 1.

Under a project titled ‘Im-

provement of Himachal Pra-
desh Forest Ecosystems
Management and Liveli-
hoods’, the department is
also ensuring that there’s no
shortfall in the supply of
quality leaves, by planting
speci�c species such as
‘Bauhinia vahlii’ in the for-
est adjoining the villages of
trained community groups.

“Under the project, each
community group of aver-
age 15 people is being pro-

vided a capital cost of
₹1,29,000 for setting up the
plate-making machine that
makes 1,000 plates daily.
Machine installation has re-
duced the drudgery of wo-
men in the manual making
of these leaf items and im-
proved their production ca-
pacity. So far, we have deve-
loped around 484 such
self-help groups. In June this
year, the community groups

at Beindhar and Kangu vil-
lages in Mandi district pre-
pared 8,000 leaf plates and
4,000 leaf bowls and earned
₹38,000 in one month in
comparison to an average of
₹8,000, which is what a
group of similar number of
people used to earn month-
ly,” Nagesh Guleria, Addi-
tional Principal Conservator
of Forests cum Chief Project
Director, JICA project, told
The Hindu.

Twenty-nine-year-old Ku-
sum Devi, from Beindhar
village is upbeat as the num-
ber of orders for her leaf
plates and bowls is gradually
increasing. “Earlier we used
to work independently and
prepare the leaf plates ma-
nually. Five of our family
members are engaged in
making leaf plates. We used
to earn around ₹3,500
monthly by selling the
plates, but now we are work-
ing in the group and we are
using machines to make

plates-bowls. Our income
has more than doubled now,
though it keeps varying de-
pending on the demand.
This month, the demand is
far better in comparison to
previous months before the
ban. The use of plastic plates
has stopped and hence de-

mand for our leaf plates is
rising. It’s good for our busi-
ness,” said Ms. Devi.

Pointing out that so far,
the marketing team of JICA
has received an advance
booking for the supply of 2.5
lakh leaf plates from across
the State, Mr. Guleria said all

group members are enthu-
siastic about the ban on sin-
gle-use plastic and are anti-
cipating a high demand in
the upcoming wedding and
festival season.

In Himachal Pradesh,
usually the leaves of Tor
(Bauhinia vahlii) are used
for making leaf plate and
bowl. These plants are
found in tropical climate,
found in relatively lower
areas of the State including
Mandi, Bilaspur, Hamirpur
and Kangra districts. All ov-
er the State, fresh leaf plates
are supplied mostly from
manufacturers in the villag-
es of Mandi district, and are
used to serve food. 

Market potential
Ramesh Chand Kang, the
head of ‘Jadi Buti’ cell of the
JICA project, points out that
bio-degradable leaf plates
possess a potential in na-
tional and international
market, provided quality

and standards are met.
“Keeping this in view, we
planned a holistic approach
of setting up a mechanized
facility to maintain stan-
dards in manufacturing, ca-
pacity building of the com-
munity groups, and planting
of species like ‘Bauhinia
vahlii’ in the forest adjoining
to villages of trained groups
for regular supply of quality
leaves. Bauhinia vahlii is a
vigorous climbing shrub,
able to grow onto the top of
trees in the forest. 

“With increasing demand
of leaves after the ban on
single use plastic plates, we
have started production of
6,000 seedlings in nurseries
at Kamand and Bhawana vil-
lages in Mandi district for
the community plantations,
in forests and private land,”
he said.

Asserting that the inva-
sion of factory-made plastic
plates and bowls due to
their cheap price and long

shelf-life harmed the manu-
facturers of leaf plates, Mr.
Guleria said, “Several local
leaf-bowl manufactures had
to abandon their traditional
businesses of leaf plate and
related items with time. Fa-
milies, without any other
option, continued to do the
business on order and sur-
vived this so-called plastic
boom, which has become a
serious environmental and
health problem.”

“With ban on single-use
plastic, the situation is also
expected to improve envi-
ronment in Himachal Pra-
desh better than any other
States, keeping in view the
many traditional alterna-
tives to replace volumes of
plastic plates and bowls with
leaf plates and bowls pre-
pared by the village women
groups trained under JICA
projects and other depart-
ment initiatives for rural wo-
men empowerment,” he as-
serted.

Boon for leaf plates, bowl makers in Himachal after ban of single-use plastic
Formation of self-help groups and machine installation with Japanese collaboration have improved the production of these eco-friendly products

Going green: Members of a self-help group involved in
making leaf plates and bowls at Beindhar village. 

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH
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The Manas Tiger Reserve in
Assam has 2.4 tigresses for
every tiger, the annual wil-
dlife monitoring results of
the trans-boundary wildlife
preserve has revealed.

According to the latest
camera trapping assess-
ment stipulated by the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), the
2,837.31 sq. km reserve with
a critical tiger habitat area of
536.22 sq. km has 52 adult
tigers along with eight cubs.

This is an increase of
eight adults and four cubs
over 2021, the results re-
leased by Pramod Boro, the
Chief Executive Member of
the Bodoland Territorial Re-
gion on Global Tiger Day
showed.

The assessment said 29
tigers were “repeated” from
2021 while 23 new tigers
were reported. The gender
of 27 tigers could be proper-
ly ascertained – eight of
them males and 19 females,
giving a sex ratio of 1:2.4,
which is “positively skewed
towards females from the

ecological point of view”, a
statement from NTCA said.

The Manas Tiger Reserve
authorities had set up 381
camera trap stations with
support from conservation
partners World Wide Fund
for Nature-India, Wildlife
Trust of India and Aaranyak. 

Mr. Boro also released the
results of the population es-
timate of all other major
species found in the re-
serve, claimed to have been
done for the �rst time in a
holistic manner by the tiger
reserve’s frontline sta�
through distance sampling. 

Forest guards and fores-
ters deployed in di�erent
anti-poaching camps in Ma-
nas collected data on line
transects from the backs of
elephants using an Android-
based digital platform. 

The information collect-
ed was analysed at the Field
Directorate of Manas and va-
lidated by the NTCA’s Tiger
Cell in Dehradun’s Wildlife
Institute of India, o�cials
said. The Manas Tiger Re-
serve is contiguous with the
1,000 sq. km Royal Manas
National Park in Bhutan. 

Annual monitoring results released 
Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Cat trail: The Manas Tiger Reserve in Assam. * FILE PHOTO 

Manas reserve has 2.4
tigresses for every tiger



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.

C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS


