


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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India has raised the sche-
duled visit of a Chinese satel-
lite vessel to a Sri Lankan
port with President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, after the
Ministry of Defence in Co-
lombo con�rmed the ship’s
arrival, despite New Delhi
giving a “clear message” on
its concerns.

While there is no o�cial
statement so far from either
the Indian mission in Colom-
bo, or the President’s o�ce
in this regard, the matter
“was raised at the highest le-
vel by the Indian side,” an of-
�cial source in Colombo, fa-
miliar with the development,
told The Hindu.

Following media reports
last week of Yuan Wang 5 — a
Chinese vessel involved in
space and satellite tracking —
calling at Sri Lanka’s south-

ern Hambantota Port, the Mi-
nistry of Defence denied
such a vessel was arriving.
However, taking back its de-
nial within days, the Ministry
said last weekend that it had
cleared the vessel’s entry in-
to the Chinese-built Hamban-
tota Port, where it would
dock from August 11 to 17.
The con�rmation not only
sparked serious concern in
New Delhi, but also raised
eyebrows in Colombo too,
coming two days after Minis-
try of External A�airs spokes-
person Arindam Bagchi’s
media remarks that India
“carefully monitors any de-

velopment having a bearing
on its security and economic
interests”. China has defend-
ed the ship’s visit and asked
“relevant parties” to “refrain
from interfering” with its
“legitimate maritime
activities.”

Members of Sri Lanka’s
political opposition on Mon-
day commented on the ves-
sel’s scheduled arrival, and
urged the government not to
“accentuate” India’s strateg-
ic concerns, especially at a
time when Colombo is count-
ing on urgent economic as-
sistance from both New Del-
hi and Beijing to tide over the
island’s economic crisis. 

Referring to a report in the
local Daily Mirror, Opposi-
tion parliamentarian Harsha
de Silva said in a tweet on
Monday: “I fervently hope
the ‘highest level’ (as men-
tioned) will resolve this be-

fore getting out of hand. In-
dia and China are
dependable friends and we
certainly don’t need to
change that. Specially now
when we desperately need
both to help us.”

The Opposition Tamil Na-
tional Alliance, too, weighed
in on the development. “Chi-
nese spacecraft tracking ship
Yuanwang-5 entering the
Hambantota harbour on 11
August has again given rise to
tensions in the region. We do
not take sides with regard to
power struggles between
other countries. But we have
also consistently stated that
China’s military presence in
the Indian ocean would give
India a legitimate Defence
concern and that SL should
not accentuate that by pro-
viding space for Chinese mil-
itary presence in SL,” the Al-
liance tweeted.

India shares concern over Chinese ship
The scheduled visit of vessel to Sri Lanka discussed with Ranil Wickremesinghe
Meera Srinivasan
Colombo <> India and China are

dependable friends
and we certainly
don’t need to change
that

Harsha de Silva
Sri Lankan MP
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Maldives President Ibrahim
‘Ibu’ Solih arrived in Delhi
for a bilateral visit on Mon-
day, amid rows within his go-
vernment over ties with In-
dia, the Yoga Day attack, and
a bitter row with Maldivian
Speaker, former President
and party colleague Moham-
mad Nasheed. During his
four-day visit, Mr. Solih will
also visit Mumbai for two
days, and is expected to fo-
cus on enhancing trade and
connectivity between the
two countries.

On Tuesday, he will meet
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for bilateral talks,
discuss strategic ties, and the
status of infrastructure
agreements between them,
and sign a number of MoUs
(Memorandum of Under-
standing), o�cials said. 

Ahead of the meetings on
Tuesday, where Mr. Solih will
become the �rst visiting
head of state to meet Presi-

dent Droupadi Murmu, Ex-
ternal A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar called on Mr. So-
lih. “Our Neighbourhood
First and Maldives’ India
First policies are comple-
mentary. They take our spe-
cial partnership forward,”
Mr. Jaishankar tweeted.
“Both sides will celebrate the
milestones, review existing
projects, and set new targets
for a stronger India-Maldives
partnership,” said Maldivian
Foreign Minister Abdulla
Shahid in a statement. 

The infrastructure pro-
jects include the Greater
Male Connectivity Project of
bridges connecting the capi-
tal city to neighbouring is-
lands, to be built by Indian
company Afcon with the
help of a $400-million Line
of Credit and a $100-million
grant from India, along with
other projects under India’s
$1.4-billion assistance an-
nounced during Mr. Solih’s
last visit to India in Decem-
ber 2018.

However, in contrast to
the last visit, which came
right after his Maldivian De-
mocratic Party (MDP) won a
landslide verdict, with 65 of
the 87 seats in the Majlis or
parliament, Mr. Solih’s visit
to Delhi comes amid a num-
ber of controversies involv-
ing a tricky balance between
his erstwhile friend Mr.
Nasheed, as well the reli-
gious extremist parties in his

ruling coalition. 
The political tussle with

Mr. Nasheed could turn into
a major rift this week, as
members of the ruling party
loyal to Mr. Solih are expect-
ed to submit a motion of no-
con�dence against the
Speaker, and have begun to
collect signatures of the 22
members of the Majlis (Par-
liament) required to make
the submission. The move

follows a public protest by
Mr. Nasheed and his suppor-
ters over the arrest of his
brother and attorney,
Ahmed Nazim Abdul Sattar.
Mr. Sattar was amongst three
men accused of homosexual
acts, in what Mr. Nasheed
called a “selective” prosecu-
tion “motivated to appease
hardline extremists in the
coalition”, referring to the
right-wing Islamic conserva-
tive Adhaalath Party. In a
statement last week, the par-
ty, whose leader holds the
Home Ministry portfolio, pu-
blicly stated its opposition to
Yoga events that were held
by the Indian embassy for
Maldives citizens, calling it
“un-Islamic”, and had earlier
also pushed for a strong o�-
cial reaction to the Prophet
controversy in India.

Speaking to The Hindu on
Monday, Mr. Nasheed said
the case against his brother,
as well as the no-con�dence
vote would only bene�t radi-
cal elements in the country

as well as the Opposition par-
ties running the “India Out”
campaign. “We founded the
MDP to stand for liberal, in-
clusive values, and my worry
is that the people who will
really gain from ousting me,
and splitting the party are
those who want to push Mal-
dives in a xenophobic and re-
ligiously radical direction,
and also those who are be-
hind the “India out” cam-
paign,” he said. While South
Block made no comment on
the issues between the two
leaders, it has good ties with
both, and the growing rift is
viewed with some concern in
New Delhi.

Close friends 
Relations between President
Solih and former President
Nasheed go back nearly 50
years, as the two men grew
up as friends. In 2018, Mr.
Nasheed stepped aside as
MDP candidate for Mr. Solih
due to cases against him by
the previous government. 

Solih arrives amid anti-India stir in Maldives
President to discuss strategic ties and infrastructure agreement status with Modi today; he will also meet Murmu
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Strong bond: Maldives President Ibrahim Solih with PM
Narendra Modi in New Delhi in December 2018. * FILE PHOTO
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U.S. House of Representa-
tives Speaker Nancy Pelosi
was set to visit Taiwan on
Tuesday, Taiwanese media
reported on Monday, citing
unidenti�ed sources, as Chi-
na warned that its military
would never “sit idly by” if
she were to visit the self-
ruled island claimed by
Beijing.

One of the newspapers,
the Liberty Times, said Ms.
Pelosi was scheduled to visit
Taiwan’s Parliament on Wed-
nesday morning before con-
tinuing her Asia trip, which
began earlier on Monday in
Singapore. Reuters could not
immediately con�rm the
reports.

White House National Se-
curity spokesman John Kirby
on Monday told reporters
that Ms. Pelosi “has the right
to visit Taiwan”.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said that such a visit

would be entirely her deci-
sion, but called on China not
to escalate tensions in the
event of a visit. 

“If the Speaker does de-
cide to visit and China tries
to create some kind of crisis

or otherwise escalate ten-
sions, that would be entirely
on Beijing,” Mr. Blinken said. 

Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry
said it had no comment on
reports of Ms. Pelosi’s travel
plans.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said
earlier on Monday that it
would be “a gross interfe-
rence in China’s internal af-
fairs” if Ms. Pelosi visits Tai-
wan, and warned that it
would lead to “very serious
developments and
consequences.”

“We would like to tell the
U.S. once again that China is
standing by, the Chinese Pe-
ople’s Liberation Army will
never sit idly by, and China
will take resolute responses

and strong countermeasures
to defend its sovereignty and
territorial integrity,” Mr.
Zhao told reporters.

Asked what kind of mea-
sures the PLA might take, Mr.
Zhao said: “if she dares to go,
then let us wait and see.”

China views visits by U.S.
o�cials to Taiwan as sending
an encouraging signal to the
pro-independence camp in
the island. Washington does
not have o�cial diplomatic
ties with Taiwan but is bound
by U.S. law to provide the is-
land with the means to de-
fend itself.

A visit by Ms. Pelosi, who
is second in the line of suc-
cession to the U.S. presiden-
cy and a long-time critic of
China, would come amid

worsening ties between
Washington and Beijing. Re-
publican Newt Gingrich was
the last House speaker to vi-
sit Taiwan, in 1997.

On Monday, Ms. Pelosi
and her delegation met with
Singapore Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong, discussing
issues including cross-strait
relations, the Ukraine war
and climate change, Singa-
pore’s Foreign Ministry said.

“PM Lee highlighted the
importance of stable U.S.-
China relations for regional
peace and security,” it said. 

On Monday, CNN, citing a
Taiwanese o�cial and a U.S.
o�cial, both unidenti�ed,
said Ms. Pelosi was expected
to land in Taiwan in the com-
ing days and stay overnight. 

Amid China warnings, Pelosi to visit Taiwan: report
She will visit Parliament tomorrow, according to local media; Beijing says its military won’t ‘sit idly by’ if she visits island
Reuters
TAIPEI/BEIJING

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, left, and Singapore’s PM 
Lee Hsien Loong shaking hands in Singapore. * AP 
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When images of a langur appear on
the walls of Vigyan Bhavan and near-
by sites in New Delhi, the protagonist
(Anjani Prasad) in the movie, Eeb Al-
lay Ooo!, is summoned along with
his thekedaar (contractor) to the of-
�ce of the municipal corporation. A
complaint about the images that
were put up by Anjani to scare away
the monkeys has reached the o�cer
and he threatens to cancel the con-
tract for shooing away the monkeys.
The absurdity of the task, for which a
thekedaar is appointed by �oating a
tender, may unsettle the viewers. 
However, for those engaged by the
various levels of the government
through such contracts, it is a lived
reality. 

While the Agnipath scheme has ig-
nited a debate on the nature of jobs
in the government, ‘temporary’ jobs
have comprised the vast majority of
available government employment
for quite some time. They may be
classi�ed into three categories; per-
manent, contractual and daily wag-
ers. 

Outsourcing: a dominant mode
A commentator recently referred to
it as “the caste system of permanent,
contractual, and casual employees”.
Outsourcing has become the domi-
nant mode of working in the govern-
ment, from highly specialised tasks
to the most routine ones. It may be a
safai karamchari (sanitation work-
er), a driver/conductor of your city
bus service, a junior engineer or a
highly paid consultant — all engage-
ments are usually outsourced to an
agency. The modalities of “contrac-
tual” jobs in the public sector, there-
fore, require a much deeper exami-
nation than it has been a�orded in
recent debates to understand its im-
pact on various public services. 

There are two main methods to in-
duct an ‘employee’ on contract in a
government entity; �rst, directly on
the payroll of the entity and, second,
through a labour contractor or as
part of any other contract entered in-
to pursuant to a tender process. In
both cases, the costs and liabilities of

the government entity are signi�-
cantly reduced compared to a “per-
manent” position. While the entity
may remain the principal employer
in both cases, the burden of respon-
sibility is shifted to the contractor in
the case of the latter, which is also
the predominant mode of engaging
contractual workers. 

Non-payment of salaries for ex-
tended periods, fudging of statutory
deductions for the worker’s welfare
such as provident fund (PF), em-
ployees’ state insurance (ESI), etc. by
the labour contractor, and uneven
distribution of work vis-à-vis “per-
manent” employees, are all common
and well-known features of such con-
tracts. This has serious repercus-
sions for the quality of public service
that is sought to be provided includ-
ing sanitation, public transport,
health, etc. Urban and rural local bo-
dies are an important site to under-
stand the implications of a large
“contractual” workforce. 

Shift of responsibility
Arguably, for the managers or o�c-
ers in the government, the shifting of
responsibility to the contractor and
the possibility of litigation seeking
‘regularisation’ for the workers pre-
disposes them to such labour con-
tracts. The overwhelming reliance
on contractors, who almost function

as the HR managers of the govern-
ment, has undermined our institu-
tions. 

It is often the case that the manag-
ers/o�cers in the government do not
have the capability to draft or even
review basic tender documents. Con-
sequently, there is an endless chain
of delegating tasks so much so that at
any time there are more people to get
things done than those who could ac-
tually do things. What is our solution
then? We �oat another tender to ap-
point experts or consultants who
would do things for us. 

I would argue that contractual re-
cruitment has largely been a missed
opportunity to augment the capacity
of the government, particularly
those wings of the state that cater va-
rious services to people, as well as to
create a viable avenue of employ-
ment for India’s burgeoning working
age population. This is subject to the
appropriate mode of engagement
and safeguards that add institutional
capabilities rather than shifting the
onus of management to an external
agency. 

Due to �scal constraints and a
large workforce, contractual jobs will
continue to eclipse ‘permanent’ ones
at least in terms of numbers. Our lo-
cal bodies, parastatals, special pur-
pose vehicles and other public utili-
ties stand to gain considerably if the

modalities of engagement are dili-
gently worked out. 

As an example, following the re-
cent strike by the Maharashtra State
Road Transport Corpora-
tion (MSRTC) sta� in Maharashtra,
Aurangabad’s City Bus Service, oper-
ated as a joint venture with the form-
er, had to be suspended due to non-
availability of drivers and conduc-
tors. Instead of outsourcing the
service to a private agency, a deci-
sion was made to directly recruit the
drivers and conductors from
amongst ex-servicemen via �xed
term contracts to be renewed period-
ically. 

In addition, a maintenance divi-
sion was set up for daily mainte-
nance from amongst the ex-service-
men retired from mechanical and
engineering divisions of the Army. As
a result, a signi�cant improvement
was seen in various service level pa-
rameters in a short span. The Minis-
try of Housing & Urban A�airs’ The
Urban Learning Internship Program
(TULIP), which enables city authori-
ties to directly engage a young work-
force for a �xed term, is another ex-
ample of a step in the right direction. 

Shaping realities
Our critique of public employment,
which is largely framed as the pre-
sence or absence of the security and
bene�ts of a permanent job, may be
disconnected from the predominant
modes of recruitment shaping the
realities of young people’s lives. Mo-
reover, even though a permanent go-
vernment job remains highly covet-
ed, it may be important to also
recognise that not everyone may as-
pire to ‘permanence’ due to various
reasons. 

Fixed term contractual stints with
the government with safeguards
against sheer exploitation can be a
major source of employment. Ho-
wever, such modes of recruitment
will have to assimilate the principles
of a�rmative action, in line with the
vision of social justice enshrined in
our Constitution. This is key in order
to avoid becoming a mechanism that
will skirt provisions for reservation.

As we seek to regulate the “gig
economy”, it may be time for the go-
vernment to take some concrete
measures for its own “gig workers”.  

Pushkal Shivam is the former deputy
CEO of a Smart City SPV in Maharashtra

Outsourcing jobs to contractors is far more ine�cient than �xed term contracts 

Food delivery agents wait outside a restaurant in Vijayawada. * GIRI KVS 

Government’s own ‘gig workers’ 

Pushkal Shivam
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The Opposition has collec-
tively decided to move a re-
view petition in the Supreme
Court against its recent ver-
dict upholding the amend-
ments to the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The Opposition’s
demand will be to nullify the
amendments to the Act
made in 2019 through the
money Bill route.

Brie�ng reporters after
the two-day Central Commi-
tee meeting of the CPI(M)
here on Monday, general se-
cretary Sitaram Yechury said
the Opposition parties
would jointly take up the is-
sue with the Supreme Court.
“It is a collective decision by
the Opposition,” he said. 

A joint statement of the
Opposition on the matter is
expected on Tuesday. 

The CPI(M) leader said
the ED and the CBI were in-
creasingly functioning as a
political arm of the Modi go-
vernment in destabilising
the democratically elected
State governments and tar-
geting Opposition leaders. 

“The recent judgment of
the Supreme Court Bench
headed by a judge who re-
tired shortly thereafter,
upheld all the 2019 amend-
ments to the PMLA lethally

arming the ED further. This
is a grievous assault on de-
mocracy,” he added. He said
the Modi government was
carrying out unprecedented
assaults on Parliament with
its refusal to discuss any sub-
stantial motion on burning
people’s issues like price rise
and unemployment. 

He also condemned the
manner in which activist
Teesta Setalvad was arrest-
ed. “This was facilitated by a
SC verdict by a Bench head-
ed, again, by the same
judge,” Mr. Yechury said. 

He said the Centre should
tax the super rich to address
the economic situation of
the country. 

He said the listed compa-
nies in Bombay Stock Ex-
change made huge pro�ts of
about ₹7 lakh crore during
the pandemic, which was
the highest in a decade. 

Opposition likely to move review
petition against PMLA verdict
It’s a collective decision, says CPI(M)’s Sitaram Yechury
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Sitaram Yechury 
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The call by Home Minister Amit Shah last week for
engineering, law and medicine to be taught in In-
dian languages is a well-intentioned one. His

stand is in sync with one of the focal points of the Na-
tional Education Policy (NEP) 2020, i.e., the promotion
of Indian languages in higher education. The NEP pro-
vides for more higher educational institutions and pro-
grammes in higher education to use the mother tongue
or local language as a medium of instruction, besides
o�ering programmes bilingually. The rationale behind
Mr. Shah’s call is that 95% of students, who receive
primary education in their mother tongue, should not
be left out in their pursuit of higher studies. In recent
years, substantive measures have been taken to make
engineering courses available in Indian languages, if
the statement by Union Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan in the Lok Sabha in December 2021 is an
indication. E�ective 2021-22, the AICTE granted appro-
val to 19 engineering colleges in 10 States for having en-
gineering courses in six Indian languages. The Council
has also developed an “AICTE Translation Automation
AI Tool” that translates English online courses in 11 In-
dian languages. SWAYAM, an open online courses plat-
form of the Central government, has been o�ering
some popular courses in Indian languages too. The im-
port of this is that the goal of covering all sections as far
as higher education is concerned should become a real-
ity. But, at the same time, one should not gloss over the
exercise not having yielded results. In Tamil Nadu, for
instance, the bid to impart engineering education
through the Tamil medium has not created any impact
despite the principal political players using language as
a political tool. In the �eld of law — before the subject is
taught in the Indian languages — the Central govern-
ment should try to impress upon the judiciary to allow
the use of Indian languages in court proceedings.

While there is no need for haste in making education-
al materials available in Indian languages, the approach
and methodology should be discussed threadbare by
policymakers and educationists, without political pres-
sure or interference. What should be made obvious is
that the use of English, wherever desirable, should be
retained, with no aversion shown on the ground that it
is a “foreign” language. It would not be out of place to
highlight issues about standards and the quality of
teaching of Indian languages in schools. Be it Gujarati
or Hindi or even Tamil, students have been found to fail
in their public examinations in language papers. There
is also the point of diminished employability outside
the region of the language. If the Government is serious
in taking forward its stated position of creating higher
education access to certain sections, it should dispas-
sionately study the advantages and the disadvantages.

Language as barrier
There are pluses and minuses in making the

mother tongue the medium for higher studies
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Afortnight after India con�rmed its �rst case of
monkeypox, it has reported its �rst casualty. A
22-year-old man, from Thrissur in Kerala, died

due to suspected monkeypox symptoms, a day after
which Kerala’s Health Minister Veena George said he
had tested positive in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
The patient was undergoing treatment in a private hos-
pital for severe fatigue and brain fever, six days after his
arrival in the State on July 21. His swab samples have
been sent to the ICMR-National Institute of Virology
(NIV) centre in Alappuzha for con�rmation. Death from
the virus is reportedly rare, though as the experience of
COVID-19 shows, it could vary depending on the popu-
lation at hand. According to the World Health Organiza-
tion, the case fatality ratio of monkeypox has historical-
ly ranged from 0% to 11% in the general population and
has been higher among young children. In recent
times, the case fatality ratio has been around 3%-6%.
While the disease has been around in Africa since the
1970s, it has also been reported in the U.S., the U.K. and
Israel. In 2017, Nigeria experienced a large outbreak,
with a case fatality ratio of approximately 3%; cases
continue to be reported. It is the surge outside Africa, in
78 countries, that has elevated the risk pro�le of the dis-
ease along with the realisation that there are consider-
able gaps in knowledge on whether the disease poses a
greater risk to speci�c population groups, just as it was
eventually determined for COVID-19. In monkeypox
deaths in Brazil and Spain, the patients were reported
to have had serious associated syndromes such as ence-
phalitis and lymphoma, though it is unclear what role
the virus played in their disease outcome.

That monkeypox spreads mainly through sexual
transmission and close contact — it is not an airborne
disease — should not be of comfort to health authori-
ties. The death in Thrissur highlights the need for a tho-
rough probe as well as a public disclosure on the case
progression. For instance, Kerala’s health authorities
say the person was admitted not after being con�rmed
to be monkeypox-positive but due to a fever and expe-
riencing fatigue. It was only later that the rashes and
blisters showed up. Intriguingly, that he had tested pos-
itive for monkeypox was disclosed to the health author-
ities a day before he died. It is to rule out a misdiagnosis
of monkeypox (by the UAE) that the NIV has underta-
ken a re-test. India has announced a task force to mon-
itor the disease spread. The Indian Council of Medical
Research has isolated the strain of the virus and invited
vaccine makers to develop a vaccine. It has also invited
proposals to develop diagnostic kits. While it is fortu-
nate that the disease so far appears to be self-limiting,
the Government must not be slack in transparently
communicating the potential severity of the disease.

Unpacking a conundrum 
The authorities must communicate 
the potential severity of monkeypox
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In the wake of the detection
of monkeypox cases in In-
dia, the Union government
has constituted a task force
to monitor and provide gui-
dance on the expansion of
diagnostic facilities and to
explore vaccination against
the infection in the country.

The decision was taken
during a meeting attended
by senior o�cials recently. 

The team will be headed
by V.K. Paul, member
(Health), NITI Aayog. India
has reported six con�rmed
cases of monkeypox so far —
four in Kerala and two in
Delhi.

Last week, a youth in Ker-
ala who had symptoms of
monkeypox died, following

which State Health Minister
Veena George had initiated a
high-level inquiry.

Don’t panic
Dr. Paul earlier reassured the
public that there was no
need for panic as the govern-
ment had taken signi�cant

measures to keep the disease
in check.

According to the World
Health Organization (WHO),
more than 18,000 cases have
been reported from 78
countries.

“The monkeypox out-
break can be stopped if

countries, communities and
individuals inform them-
selves, take the risks serious-
ly, and take the steps needed
to stop transmission and
protect vulnerable groups,”
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, Director-General, WHO,
had said last week. 

Monkeypox is a zoonotic
disease caused by the mon-
keypox virus, which belongs
to the same family of viruses
that causes smallpox.

The disease is endemic in
regions like West and Central
Africa, but lately, cases have
been reported from non-en-
demic countries too, accord-
ing to WHO.

The current world out-
break is caused by the less
severe West African type of
the virus.

Centre constitutes task force to
monitor monkeypox situation
It will provide guidance on expansion of diagnostic facilities and vaccination
special correspondent
NEW DELHI

Viral load: India has so far reported six cases of monkeypox,
including two in Delhi. * G. RAMAKRISHNA
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Sunanda Sen

Anumber of countries, in-
cluding India, are now con-
sidering the use of other

currencies to avoid the U.S. dollar
and its hegemonic role in settling
international transactions. As for
India, currency hierarchy goes
back to colonial times when the In-
dian rupee was virtually linked to
the British pound rather than to
gold which it earned through ex-
ports. In the post-War period, the
neo-colonial currency hierarchy
has been clubbed with the conti-
nued use, primarily of the U.S. dol-
lar, for the majority of internation-
al transactions. The current
situation relates, in addition, to ge-
opolitical developments, the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war in the forefront
followed by the sanctions imposed
on Russia by the West.

The present scenario
In recent times, India has been
taking an active interest in having
the rupee used for trade and the
settlement of payments with other
countries, which include Russia,
now facing sanctions. Even earlier,
the annexation of Crimea in 2014
had resulted in the imposition of
similar sanctions against Russia
over a period of time. Settling pay-
ments with Russia by India, espe-
cially for mineral fuels and oil im-
ports as well as for the S-400
Triumf air defence system has

been continuing on a semi-infor-
mal basis through rupee payments
by using the Vostro accounts main-
tained by Russian banks in India.
The Reserve Bank of India has re-
cently taken a proactive stand to
have rupee settlement of trade
(circular dated July 11, 2022).
While options for invoicing in ru-
pees were already legal in terms of
Regulation 7(1) of the Foreign Ex-
change Management (Deposit)
Regulations, 2016, the current cir-
cular aims to operationalise the
special Vostro accounts with Rus-
sian banks in India, in a bid to pro-
mote trade and also gain a better
status for the rupee as an interna-
tional currency.

Possible advantages
The advantages India is currently
seeking in these arrangements in-
clude avoidance of transactions in
the highly priced dollar which has
an exchange value of ₹80, impact-
ing the Indian economy with in�a-
tion, capital �ight (aggravated by
interest rate hikes by the Fed and
possible hikes in the European Un-
ion as well) and the drop in foreign
exchange reserves by $70 billion
since September 2021. Buying oil
with a depreciated ruble, and at
discounts, is not only cost-saving
but also saves transport time with
the use of multi-modal routes us-
ing land, sea and air routes. In ad-
dition, India is looking forward to
trade expansion in sanctions-af-
fected Russia (leading to recession
and de-industrialisation there). As
mentioned by Alexey Yusupov in
the IPS Journal on July 20, the im-
pact of sanctions on Russia in-
cludes L-shaped stagnation in GDP
which has declined by 10% to 15%,

with de-industrialisation and un-
employment (largely on account
of the retreat of most western
companies from the country lead-
ing to sharp declines in the pro-
duction of steel, wood and auto-
mobiles). With India having a
trade de�cit with Russia, which
has been around $3.52 billion on
average over the last two �nancial
years, India’s opportunities in-
clude the possible use, by Russia,
of the surpluses in the Vostro ru-
pee account in Russian banks for
additional purchases from India.
Such purchases could include not
only pharmaceutical products and
electrical machinery (which are
currently the major items of In-
dia’s exports to Russia) but also a
range of products that Russia
might need, particularly to redress
the hardship faced with the
sanctions.

Some hurdles
There are quite a few problems
that may prevail in implementing
the desired rupee payments and
avoiding dollar transactions. Apart
from issues that concern an
agreed exchange rate between the
rupee and the ruble (R-R), two vo-
latile currencies, there is also the
question of the willingness of priv-
ate parties (companies, banks) to
accept the rupee for trade and set-
tlements. Will they be ready to fo-

rego the greenback? Of course if
Russia opens its door for exports
from India, the ‘R-R’ route may
prove attractive for Indian expor-
ters. Finally, there are o�cial con-
cerns for reactions, particularly
from the U.S., to deals, especially
for purchase of the S-400 defence
equipment. And the fear conti-
nues even after the recent Con-
gressional approval of those pur-
chases as a special case in the
backdrop of Chinese aggression.
Moreover, the deals between India
and Russia, especially on oil, can
be considered by the West as ‘indi-
rect back door support’ — as India
is importing Russian crude at 30%
discount, processing at re�neries
in Gujarat which include Reliance,
and then exporting those to the
West. As reported by the Economic
Times ( June 13, 2021), such exports
amounted to $1.5 billion per day in
May 2021. These companies are ex-
porting to the West with ‘robust
re�ning margins’, as Alex Lawson
mentions in The Guardian ( June
22).

There were attempts even be-
fore the novel coronavirus pan-
demic to initiate a clearing ac-
count on the BRICS platform. An
analysis by the writer in the EPW
on the quantitative implications
indicate a skewed pattern of tran-
sactions — with China having most
of the trade surplus. It is a pattern
similar to what is happening in In-
dia-Russia trade at the moment.

Examples to note
Attempts to use the rupee for in-
voicing and trading is, however,
not new to India. A comprehen-
sive bilateral trade and payments
agreement was signed by India in

1953 with the Soviet bloc countries
(it included those that later
formed a part of the Common-
wealth of Independent States.)
Crucial aspects of the arrange-
ment included: participation by
state-trading units alone; �xed ex-
change rates as agreed upon by
trade partners, and the o�er of
credit by countries that had a
trade surplus to countries with a
trade de�cit. In general, most of
the bilateral agreements were
marked by scissor-like operations
on a continuous basis, in e�ect
clearing the imbalances as the sur-
plus country was importing more
from the de�cit partner, or o�er-
ing credit to the latter. The Soviet
Union’s credit to India enabled the
setting up of the Bhilai steel plant,
other industrial units, oil re�ner-
ies and pharmaceuticals — all con-
trolled by India’s public sector.
The agreement ended in 1991 fol-
lowing the dissolution of the So-
viet Union, leaving behind some
issues of a rupee surplus and the
‘R-R’ rate of exchange.

However, history moves on.
The market economies in most
parts of the world today negate the
possibility of having the state or
the public sector at centre-stage.
But still, the India-Soviet agree-
ments of the past may provide a
clue on how the current ‘R-R’
trade and the problems can be
managed by initiating a push for
Indian exports to Russia and, of
course, avoiding all deals in dol-
lars — bene�ting both trade partn-
ers and countering, globally, the
on-going currency hierarchy.

Sunanda Sen was a Professor at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Using a rupee route to get around a dominating dollar 
India could take advantage of geopolitical developments to promote trade and gain better status for the rupee 
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The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) yielded ₹1,48,995
crore in revenues during Ju-
ly, the second-highest
monthly collections since
the launch of the GST re-
gime and the highest in
three months.

July’s GST kitty is 28%
higher than a year earlier,
driven by a 48% surge in re-
venue from import of goods,
while revenue from domes-
tic transactions, including
import of services, was 22%
higher than in July 2021.

The Finance Ministry said
better reporting coupled
with economic recovery
had had a consistently posi-
tive impact on GST reve-

nues, which were 35% high-
er in the April-July period
than a year earlier. The re-
venues display a “very high
buoyancy” and are “a clear
impact” of various mea-
sures taken by the GST
Council to improve com-
pliance, it added.

“For �ve months in a
row... monthly GST reve-
nues have been more than
₹1.4 lakh crore, showing a
steady increase every
month,” the Ministry said.

Revenues include Central
GST of ₹25,751 crore, State
GST of ₹32,807 crore, and
Integrated GST of ₹79,518
crore, including ₹41,420
crore on import of goods.

GST collections jump
by 28% on imports
It is the highest in three months
Special correspondent
New Delhi

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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GST Compensation Cess col-
lections were ₹10,920 crore,
factoring in ₹995 crore col-
lected on goods imports.

Karnataka, Kerala high
About a dozen States re-
corded higher revenue
growth than the 22% overall
rise in revenues from dom-
estic transactions, including
Karnataka (45%), Tamil Na-
du (34%), Kerala (29%),
West Bengal (28%), Haryana
(27%), Telangana (26%), and
Andhra Pradesh (25%).

By contrast, Gujarat
(20%), Uttar Pradesh (18%),
Maharashtra and Rajasthan
(17%), Madhya Pradesh
(12%), and Chhatisgarh
(11%), were among the States
with slower revenue growth
than the national average.
Revenues grew just 1% in
Odisha and fell by ₹1 crore in
Jammu and Kashmir. Tripu-
ra and Bihar reported a con-
traction in revenues by 3%

and 1%, respectively, com-
pared with July 2021. 

GST collections had hit a
record monthly high of
₹1,67,540 crore in April this
year, while June 2022’s reve-
nues of ₹144,616 crore
marked the second highest
monthly GST kitty before
being overtaken by July’s
revenues.

While these consistent
high collections indicate a
recovery from the pandem-
ic’s adverse impact, they
can also be attributed to in-
�ation and tighter checks
and balances implemented
by authorities in recent
months, said Abhishek Jain,
partner (indirect tax) at
KPMG in India. “With furth-
er rationalisations imple-
mented in GST rates subse-
quent to the last GST
Council meet in June-end,
these numbers may further
go up in the coming
months,” Mr. Jain reckoned.

GST collections jump 
by 28% on imports
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In all, bids worth ₹1,50,173
crore were received, he
said, adding the govern-
ment will in the �rst year get
₹13,365 crore. Barring the
1800 MHz band, for which
Reliance Jio and Bharti Air-
tel engaged in �erce bid-
ding, spectrum in all bands
was sold at reserve (base)
price, he noted. 

The mop-up from the 5G
spectrum, capable of o�er-
ing ultra-high speed mobile
internet connectivity, is al-
most double the ₹77,815
crore worth 4G airwaves
sold last year and triple of
₹50,968.37 crore garnered
from a 3G auction in 2010.

Reliance Jio was the top
bidder, bidding a cumula-
tive ₹88,078 crore for 24,740
MHz of airwaves across �ve
bands capable of o�ering
speeds about 10 times faster
than 4G and lag-free con-

nectivity, and can enable
billions of connected devic-
es to share data. It also ac-
quired the coveted 700 MHz
spectrum that could pro-
vide 6-10 km of signal range
with one tower and forms a
good base for o�ering �fth
generation services, in all 22
circles or zones. Adani
group bought spectrum in
the 26 GHz band, which is
suitable for setting up a priv-
ate network for end-to-end
communication, in six
States — Gujarat, Mumbai,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Ra-
jasthan and Andhra Pra-
desh. Bharti Airtel bought a
total of 19,867.8 MHz of
spectrum across �ve bands
but none in 700 MHz. Voda-
fone Idea acquired 6,228
MHz of airwaves. Mr. Vaish-
naw said the 600 MHz band,
o�ered for the �rst time, did
not receive any interest.

Jio tops as 5G auction
nets ₹1.5 lakh crore
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India’s manufacturing sector
rebounded in July, with sales
and output growing at the
fastest pace since November,
as per the survey-based S&P
Global India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI). The PMI quickened
last month to 56.4, from
June’s 9-month low of 53.9.

The index suggested
‘marked gains’ in new busi-
ness orders during July, even
though job creation re-
mained marginal amid an
uncertain outlook.

‘Pass-through softens’
Although costs continued to
rise, the in�ation rate in ma-
nufacturing inputs eased to
an 11-month low. Chemicals,
electronic components, me-
tals, textiles and transporta-

tion fees were reportedly
higher, even as the pass-
through of higher costs to
output prices moderated to
the lowest in four months.

“In�ation rates, for both
input prices and output
charges, were most acute in

the capital goods segment,”
S&P Global said. “The weak-
est rises were... in the inter-
mediate goods sub-sector.”

New export orders grew at
the slowest pace in four
months, even as aggregate
new orders recovered smart-

ly in July from the loss in
growth momentum in the
preceding month. It was the
thirteenth month in a row
that factory orders and pro-
duction recorded growth.

‘Outlook. jobs subdued’
The uptick in July, however,
did not alter the outlook
among most producers, with
96% expecting no change in
output levels over the com-
ing year. Business sentiment
was only marginally better
than June, when it had
slipped to a 27-month low.

The uncertainty about the
future also constrained hir-
ing, which remained margi-
nal, with 98% of �rms keep-
ing workforce numbers
unchanged as there was no
pressure on operating capac-
ities. “Despite the solid per-
formance... overall job crea-

tion remained subdued,”
S&P Global noted. The “in-
crease in employment was...
broadly similar to those seen
in the current �ve-month se-
quence of growth,” it added.

Pollyanna De Lima, eco-
nomics associate director at
S&P Global Market Intelli-
gence said July marked a
‘welcome combination of
faster economic growth and
softening in�ation’ for pro-
ducers. “Although the up-
turn in demand gained
strength, there were clear
signs that capacity pressures
remained mild as backlogs
rose only marginally and job
creation remained sub-
dued,” Ms. De Lima added.

“Firms were successful in
their e�orts to obtain inputs
amid a second consecutive
improvement in supplier
performance,” she noted. 

Manufacturing PMI hits 8-month high
July’s output growth fastest since November, input cost in�ation slows to 11-month low: S&P Global 
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Still slack: Uncertainty has curbed hiring with 98% of �rms
keeping workforce numbers unchanged. * SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA
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Continuing the series of
military exercises with
countries in the Indo-Pacif-
ic, the Indian Air Force
(IAF) will join 16 other na-
tions, including Quad
partners, later this month
for Exercise Pitch Black,
the biennial exercise host-
ed by the Australian Air
Force.

About 100 aircraft and
2,500 military personnel
from 17 nations will arrive
in the Northern Territory
in two weeks to commence
Exercise Pitch Black 2022,
the Australian Ministry of
Defence said in a state-
ment. 

“With a four-year hiatus
since the last Pitch Black
due to the global pandem-
ic, this year’s exercise will
see a return of the com-
bined force to Australian
skies, enhancing interoper-
ability and strengthening
relationships,” it added. 

Group Captain Peter
Wood, PBK22 Director En-
gagement, said, “Interna-
tional participation in Ex
Pitch Black, from within
the Indo-Paci�c region and
further abroad, provides
all nations’ personnel with
experience in working with
aircraft, systems and work
practices, in northern Aus-
tralia’s unique environ-
ment, that would other-
wise be unfamiliar.”

The 2020 edition of the
exercise was cancelled due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

IAF to take part
in ‘Pitch Black’ 
in Australia 
Special Correspondent
New Delhi



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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