


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Sri Lanka’s economic crisis has been
brewing for a while. Years of policy
missteps and a problematic growth
model came to a head at the start of
2022, with a debilitating foreign re-
serves crisis. Shortages of essentials
hurt families and �rms. A precarious
balance of payments position left lit-
tle bu�ers to face the shocks emanat-
ing from global markets. All this cul-
minated in the people’s rejection of
the regime that oversaw the econom-
ic collapse, an uprising that lasted
many months, and the installation of
President Ranil Wickremasinghe un-
der extraordinary circumstances, in
July. Since the government’s announ-
cement in April of a suspension of fo-
reign debt payments, discussions
with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) on a bailout — an Extend-
ed Fund Facility programme — have
progressed, and a sta�-level agree-
ment (SLA) is being �nalised. In re-
cent weeks, there has been a tenden-
cy by those in power to blame the
people’s protest, terming it as “anar-
chy” and “unrest”, for the delay in
�rming up an IMF deal. This is not
only disingenuous but unhelpful in
understanding the rocky road ahead.

The road ahead
Even once the SLA is done, the IMF
Executive Board will approve a pro-
gramme and release bailout funds
only once it has ‘adequate �nancing
assurances’. This means that Sri Lan-
ka would have to secure some agree-
ments with major creditors (to the
IMF’s level of comfort) and the
Fund’s major shareholders such as
the U.S. would have to be con�dent
of Sri Lanka’s fair treatment of all
creditors. Until then, other multilat-
erals like the World Bank and Asian
Development Bank will also refrain
from lending new money. For Zam-
bia, which defaulted in November
2020, this process took nearly eight
months, from concluding an SLA in
December 2021 to getting agreement
from its bilateral creditor group
(which China co-chaired) in July this
year. Evidently, Sri Lanka must make
reasonable progress on debt negotia-
tions quickly — with private creditors

(holders of international sovereign
bonds and commercial loans) and bi-
lateral creditors like Japan, China,
and India, to convince the IMF’s Ex-
ecutive Board.

In this, securing support from Chi-
na will be key. Chinese authorities
have sent hot and cold signals in the
months since the debt standstill was
announced in April. While China has
expressed support for Sri Lanka’s
talks with the IMF, it is yet to commit
fully and publicly to joining negotia-
tions alongside other bilateral len-
ders. Perhaps China, a relationship-
based lender, is waiting for the new
government to make fresh overtures
at a high level. Meanwhile, Sri Lan-
ka’s debt advisers — Lazard and Clif-
ford Chance — will commence nego-
tiations with private creditors who
hold sovereign bonds. Some of these
are likely to get caught up in legal dis-
putes, due to the nature in which Sri
Lanka unilaterally defaulted in April.

To be sure, spending a few addi-
tional weeks on �nalising the SLA
might not be a bad thing, if it helps in
better grounding the programme in
the current socio-political realities.
Trying to force through an agree-
ment, which doesn’t adequately ap-
preciate the dramatic shifts that have
happened, could risk the pro-
gramme’s public acceptance and lon-
gevity. There are four key areas that
the new administration needs to con-
sider. Firstly, the programme with
the IMF cannot focus narrowly on re-
venue-based �scal consolidation
(simply, higher taxes) alone; it must
tackle the spending side too. There is
a growing public demand for accoun-
tability of public �nances, better
debt management, and combating
politicisation and corruption in go-
vernment. These are no longer con-
cerns limited to policy wonks; they

are shared across society. Mis-priori-
tised public spending (for instance,
the dominance of military spending
in the budget) has compromised in-
vestments in health, education, and
innovation. While higher taxes and a
wider tax base are indeed necessary,
people’s willingness to accept a tight-
er tax regime will improve when they
see greater accountability over how
revenue is spent.

Second, domestic political con-
sensus on core reform areas must ac-
company any IMF programme. It
isn’t just about ‘signing on the dotted
line’ of an IMF agreement now, but
also about ensuring smooth imple-
mentation in the years ahead. The
economic costs of letting narrow pol-
itical kowtowing get in the way are
too high. The scale of the reforms
needed necessitate consensus across
political parties and key interest
groups. It is encouraging that we saw
in recent weeks a group of MPs
agreeing to pursue a common mini-
mum programme, which had input
from a range of stakeholders. This
must get greater traction now, to pre-
vent policy backsliding later.

Third, policymaking must be
more inclusive. One of the biggest go-
vernance errors of the ousted regime
was its tendency towards insular pol-
icymaking. The President’s COVID-19
task force was chaired by a military
commander, not by a health profes-
sional or a seasoned civil servant.
The design and roll-out of COVID-19-
era welfare payments had no inputs
from those outside of bureaucratic
and military circles. Poverty think
tanks and civil society organisations,
which understand the impact on fa-
milies, informal workers, and vulner-
able groups, were not welcomed. A
COVID-19 economic recovery task
force had a handful of non-govern-

ment members who were from a nar-
row section of the private sector and
just one woman, a political appoin-
tee in a public agency. The ill-con-
ceived fertilizer ban was informed by
paediatricians and priests, rather
than those holding PhDs in agricul-
ture and agro-economists. The Cen-
tral Bank’s Monetary Board and Mo-
netary Policy Consultative
Committee were reconstituted to
oust those with diverse views and in-
clude those who shared the same
economic and policy ideology of the
government. The new administra-
tion should do the opposite: listen to
voices more representative of society
and allow for dissenting and outsider
views in a structured manner.

Fourth, an honest and forward-
looking picture needs to be painted.
The new government needs to ex-
plain what policy steps are being ta-
ken, why and when, what the out-
comes would be, and how these will
help ease economic distress. There
needs to be an honest conversation
with the electorate, where the go-
vernment levels with the public, and
the public in turn feels that the go-
vernment has its back.

The way forward
To be sure, getting the IMF agree-
ment from sta�-level to a fully-ap-
proved one by the Fund’s Executive
Board has less to do with domestic
politics and more to do with the pro-
gress of debt restructure talks. Pros-
pective IMF �nancing is contingent
on a fair and expeditious renegotia-
tion process with Sri Lanka’s credi-
tors (private and bilateral), to place
the country on a path towards debt
sustainability. But the future success
of an IMF programme, once ap-
proved, and overall reforms under its
ambit could be greatly determined
by domestic politics and smart poli-
cymaking. Any attempts to push
through a reform programme with-
out clear articulation of its rationale,
expected outcomes, and measures to
protect the vulnerable will be met
with resistance by politicians and the
public. Any attempts by Sri Lanka’s
leaders to tighten their grip over so-
ciety, under the guise of accelerating
an IMF programme, will most likely
be met with resistance by a newly
awakened and vigilant citizenry.

Anushka Wijesinha is a Colombo-based
economist and co-founder of the public
policy think tank, Centre for a Smart Future

Focusing on smarter policymaking would ensure a smoother path ahead 

Navigating Sri Lanka’s rocky road to recovery 

Anushka Wijesinha
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Taiwan’s military on Tues-
day said it had begun hold-
ing live-�re exercises, even
as China’s war games near
Taiwan continued for a sixth
straight day. China last
Thursday began unprece-
dented live-�ring military ex-
ercises in six regions sur-
rounding Taiwan, with the
drills starting the day after
the visit of U.S. House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi to the island. 

The PLA Eastern Theater
Command on Monday said it
continued the drills which
were initially announced as
ending on Sunday, a move
analysts said was aimed at
establishing a new normal in
China’s military presence in
the Taiwan Strait. The Thea-
ter Command said in a state-
ment Tuesday’s drills fo-
cused on “joint blockade
and joint support opera-
tions”. 

Chinese aircraft have con-
tinued to cross the median
line of the Taiwan Strait,
with Taiwan’s Ministry of Na-
tional Defence (MND) noting
it had tracked 45 aircraft and
10 warships on Tuesday, of
which 16 aircraft had
crossed the median.

Taiwan announced it had
begun its own live-�re artil-
lery drills and would hold
them again on Thursday.

Lou Woei-jye, spokesman
for the Eighth Army Corps,
told reporters the aim was to
“practise repulsing an am-
phibious landing by enemy
forces”. The drills were not
taking place in any of the
areas previously announced
by the Chinese military for
its exercises, he said.

Taiwan Foreign Minister
Joseph Wu called China’s
military exercises, which for
the �rst time saw the �ring
of conventional missiles ov-
er Taiwan and the crossing
of the median line by a large
number of aircraft and war-
ships, as “a gross violation of
Taiwan’s rights under inter-
national law” that “hindered
the normal operations of
one of the busiest air and
shipping routes in the Indo-
Paci�c region”. 

“This has had a serious
impact on international

transportation and trade,
and undermined regional
peace and security. Taiwan
thus strongly condemns Chi-
na’s extremely irresponsible
behaviour,” he told
reporters.

The drills, which Taiwan
said had “simulated an at-
tack” on the island, were “a
serious provocation” with
China “using Speaker Pelo-
si’s visit to Taiwan as a pre-
text,” Mr. Wu added.

“China has openly de-
clared its ownership over
the Taiwan Strait,” he said.
“It aims to in�uence the in-
ternational community’s
freedom of navigation in the
waters and airspace of the
Taiwan Strait by denying the
status quo that it is an inter-
national waterway. And after
the drills conclude, China
may try to routinise its ac-
tion in an attempt to wreck
the long-term status quo
across the Taiwan Strait.”

Responding to his re-
marks, China’s Foreign Mi-
nistry said the “countermea-
sures taken by China in
response to Pelosi’s provoca-
tive visit to Taiwan are justi-
�ed, reasonable and lawful”.
“They are aimed at sending
a warning to the provoca-
teurs and punishing the ‘Tai-
wan independence’ forces,”
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said.

Taipei calls Beijing’s actions ‘a gross violation’ of its rights 
Ananth Krishnan
Beijing

Taiwan holds exercises as
China continues drills 

Taiwan soldiers �re the
155-inch howitzers during a
drill on Tuesday. * AFP
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The Supreme Court has held
that it is not rape if consen-
sual physical relationship
was based on a genuine pro-
mise of marriage which
could not be ful�lled.

A Bench highlighted the
distinction between “a false
promise to marriage which
is given on understanding by
the maker that it will be bro-

ken and a breach of promise
which is made in good faith
but subsequently not ful-
�lled”. The court quashed
an FIR registered in 2016. 

A woman had accused the
appellant of rape and cheat-
ing. They were in a consen-
sual relationship on the ba-
sis of an assurance of
marriage given by the man.
However, the duo fell apart.

Three years later, the wo-

man �led the complaint
against him. The court said
the registration of FIR in the
case amounted to abuse of
the criminal process.

“The parties chose to
have physical relationship
without marriage for a con-
siderable period of time. For
some reason, the parties fell
apart. It can happen both
before or after marriage,”
the Supreme Court said.

Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI 

Consensual sex on a genuine
promise of marriage not rape: SC
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Recently, the Chief Justice of
India objected to the lack of
media accountability in the

media’s coverage of legal issues.
His remarks came less than a
month after the Delhi police ad-
mitted to informing the media
about the outcome of AltNews’ co-
founder Mohammed Zubair’s bail
hearing before the judicial order
was even pronounced in open
court. While the matter of how
this information was known to the
police remains an open issue, it is
problematic that a considerable
portion of its news coverage dep-
icted the remarks of the police of-
�cer as fact without waiting for the
judicial order.

The police as source
In criminal cases that attract the
most sensationalist media cover-
age, media attention is often
drawn toward investigation and
early trial stages, with a notable
disconnect from eventual out-
comes of trial that follow several
months or even years after an ar-
rest. This makes the police a cru-
cial source for the media and com-
munication between the two
institutions is often a starting point
of the troubles of media trials. Un-
regulated divulgence of case de-
tails by an eager police force and
disproportionate reliance on this
information by the media (to the
detriment of the judiciary and oth-
er sources), results in a public
stripping of the rights that typical-
ly accompany a fair trial.

Reportage of this nature vio-
lates the presumption of inno-
cence and the right to dignity and

the privacy of suspects, the ac-
cused, victims, witnesses and per-
sons closely related to them. They
often face social ostracisation and
di�culties in retaining employ-
ment, making them vulnerable to
crime and exploitation.

Ine�ectual media policies
Though the police are meant to be
an independent agency, tasked
with truth-seeking (ostensibly an
objective shared with the news
media), this is not always the case.
Police narratives are sometimes
designed to achieve political goals,
and the media’s ready acceptance
of these narratives does little to
prevent their insidious e�ects. Gi-
ven the media’s ability to shape
political opinion, law enforcement
agencies are sometimes under
pressure to selectively reveal cer-
tain facets of the investigation or
to mischaracterise incidents as
communal or systemic. Just a few
years ago, the investigation of the
Bhima Koregaon violence (2018)
was marked by a slew of motivated
arrests of popular dissenters criti-
cal of the Government. While the
investigation was underway, the
police exposed letters purportedly
written by these activists that were
still undergoing forensic analysis.
While these letters received exten-
sive news coverage, none of them
was presented as evidence in
court.

The police, when independent
from political and corporate in-
�uence, are more concerned with
demonstrating dynamism and e�-
ciency, rather than the protection
of civil liberties. Courts have re-
peatedly directed law enforce-
ment authorities not to reveal de-
tails of their investigations,
especially the personal details of
the accused, before trial is com-
plete (notably, the Supreme Court
in Romila Thapar vs Union of India,
(2018) 10 SCC 753). Despite this,
statutory restrictions on the police

to maintain con�dentiality are
rare, with Kerala being one of the
few States to have disallowed pho-
tographs and parades of persons
in custody within its Police Act.
Most other States have issued dis-
parate media policy guidelines
with weak enforcement mechan-
isms through administrative circu-
lars whose contents remain un-
known to the public. The Ministry
of Home A�airs issued a sparse of-
�ce memorandum outlining a me-
dia policy over a decade ago, but
this is of limited value given that
‘Police’ is an entry in the State List
and thus falls primarily within the
jurisdiction of State governments.
In any event, the slew of media re-
ports on arrests, complete with re-
sidential and age details of sus-
pects and their photographs, is a
strong indication that these inter-
nal orders, where they exist, are
ignored.

Regulating brie�ngs
Most police departments do not
have dedicated media cells, mak-
ing o�cials of all levels authorita-
tive sources of information and
blurring the boundaries between
an o�cial and informal police ac-
count of events. As a result, the
evidence-based narrative of crimi-
nal cases presented by the police
to a court varies signi�cantly from
the account provided to the news
media, much to the detriment of

the persons involved in the case,
and the justice system as a whole.
A range of stakeholders now de-
mand stronger regulation of com-
munication channels between law
enforcement and the media. In an
ongoing case, the Peoples’ Union
for Civil Liberties asked the Su-
preme Court to issue guidelines to
regulate media brie�ngs by the
police to ensure fair trial. This has
left the judiciary with no choice
but to deliberate on binding direc-
tives to the police.

Indi�erence of the media
Problematic news coverage of cri-
minal cases arises when reporters
absolve themselves of any duty to
contextualise information re-
vealed by the police. Media ethics
extend beyond veri�cation of
facts. Apart from making sure that
police narratives are accurate be-
fore making them public, repor-
ters bear the burden of translating
the signi�cance of police versions
in a criminal trial. For example,
many reports mention “arrest”
without any information about
whether such arrests are conduct-
ed in the course of investigation or
after �ling of a charge sheet — an
important indicator of the degree
of certainty with which the police
can assert the claim that they are
indeed criminals.

Ignorance of these nuances of
the justice system has signi�cant
implications for citizens whom it is
meant to protect, and contributes
considerably to the public appre-
hension and mistrust in the sys-
tem. Some of this negligence can
be attributed to the changing na-
ture of the newsroom responding
to deadlines externally set by com-
peting social media accounts that
now qualify as news. With the
growing �nancial pressures on
media organisations, beat repor-
ters specialising in crime and legal
reporting are becoming rare.

Current media regulation is li-

mited, and rightly so. Government
regulation is not uniform for print
and television media and enforce-
ment of these regulations, where it
occurs, is slow. In any event, Go-
vernment regulation of the media
is problematic and likely to in-
crease politicisation of the press.
Self-regulation set-ups such as the
National Broadcasting Standards
Authority and Indian Broadcasting
Foundation are membership-
based and easily avoided by simp-
ly withdrawing from the group.
This weak regulatory environment
e�ectively leaves reporting norms
to the conscience of reporters and
their editors.

Look inwards
Unfortunately, given the narrow
goals of both institutions, it serves
neither the interest of the police
nor the media to deliberate how
information should be disseminat-
ed while protecting the persons in-
volved in the case. However, with
an increasing call for media regu-
lation, it is now in the immediate
interest of the media and the gen-
eral interest of free press, that me-
dia institutions look inward to �nd
an answer to what is essentially an
ethical crisis. The media’s im-
mense power to shape narratives
regarding public conceptions of
justice makes it a close associate of
the justice system, bringing with it
a responsibility to uphold the bas-
ic principles of our justice system.
The media should feel subject to
the obligation to do its part in aid-
ing mechanisms that aim to pre-
serve these principles. On the oth-
er hand, a structured and
well-designed media policy with
training and enforcement me-
chanisms is the need of the hour
for the police.

Anindita Pattanayak is a lawyer and
research fellow at DAKSH. The views
expressed are personal

Fair trial goes beyond courts, to the police and media 
The media needs to aid mechanisms that aim to preserve the basic principles of the justice system 
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The story so far: A Parliamentary panel
has recommended conferring equal
rights on mothers as guardians under the
Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act
(HMGA), 1956 instead of treating them as
subordinates to their husband, and has
called for joint custody of children during
marital disputes. It has also proposed
allowing the LGBTQI community to adopt
children.

What are the recommendations of
the Parliamentary panel on
guardianship and child custody?
The department-related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Personnel, Public
Grievances, Law and Justice tabled its
report on August 8, 2022, in both Houses
of Parliament on the ‘Review of
Guardianship and Adoption Laws’. In its
report the committee has said that there
is an “urgent need to amend the HMGA
(Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act,
1956) and accord equal treatment to both
mother and father as natural guardians as
the law violated the right to equality and
right against discrimination envisaged
under Articles 14 and 15 of the
Constitution.”

In cases of marital dispute, the panel
says there is a need to relook at child
custody which is typically restricted to

just one parent where mothers tend to
get preference. It says courts should be
empowered to grant joint custody to both
parents when such a decision is
conducive for the welfare of the child, or
award sole custody to one parent with
visitation rights to the other.

On adoption, the Committee has said
that there is a need for a new legislation
that harmonises the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 and
the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance
Act (HAMA), 1956 and that such a law
should cover the LGBTQI community as
well.

What does the law say on
guardianship? How do courts grant
child custody?
Indian laws accord superiority to the
father in case of guardianship of a minor.
Under the religious law of Hindus, or the
Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act,
(HMGA) 1956, the natural guardian of a
Hindu minor in respect of the minor’s
person or property “is the father, and
after him, the mother: provided the
custody of a minor who has not
completed the age of �ve years shall
ordinarily be with the mother.”

The Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act, 1937 says that the Shariat
or the religious law will apply in case of
guardianship according to which the

father is the natural guardian, but
custody vests with the mother until the
son reaches the age of seven and the
daughter reaches puberty though the
father’s right to general supervision and
control exists. The concept of Hizanat in
Muslim law states that the welfare of the
child is above all else. This is the reason
why Muslim law gives preference to the
mother over the father in matters of
custody of children in their tender years.

The Supreme Court’s landmark
judgment in Githa Hariharan vs Reserve
Bank of India in 1999 challenged the
HMGA for violating the guarantee of
equality of sexes under Article 14 of the
Constitution of India and the court held
that the term “after” should not be taken
to mean “after the lifetime of the father “,
but rather “in the absence of the father”.
But the judgment failed to recognise both
parents as equal guardians,
subordinating a mother’s role to that of
the father. Though the judgment sets a
precedent for courts, it has not led to an
amendment to the HMGA.

The panel's proposals on guardianship
have been made by the Law Commission
of India in its 257th report on "Reforms in
Guardianship and Custody Laws in India"
in May 2015 as well as its 133rd report in
August, 1989 on "Removal of
discrimination against women in matters
relating to guardianship and custody of
minor children and elaboration of the
welfare principle"

What about cases of marital
disputes?
In cases of marital disputes, some courts
such as the Punjab and Haryana High
Court and Bombay High Court have
framed rules to grant joint custody or
shared parenting. But senior lawyer Anil
Malhotra says instead of this “patchwork”

there is a need to amend the law,
including the Guardians and Wards Act,
1890 to introduce concepts such as joint
custody.

Can queer and transgender people
adopt children in India?
The Adoption Regulations, 2017 is silent
on adoption by LGBTQI people and
neither bans nor allows them to adopt a
child. Its eligibility criteria for
prospective adoptive parents says that
they should be physically, mentally and
emotionally stable, �nancially capable
and should not have any life-threatening
medical condition. Single men can only
adopt a boy while a woman can adopt a
child of any gender. A child can be given
for adoption to a couple only if they have
been in a marital relationship for at least
two years. The HAMA which applies to
Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and Buddhists allows
men and women to adopt if they are of
sound mind and are not minors. Activists
say LGBTQI people who seek adoption
face institutional discrimination because
of stigma. Therefore, the law should be
amended to include them as eligible
candidates including when they apply as
non-single parents such as when they are
in civil unions or married for which there
is no legal recognition in the country as
yet even though the Supreme Court
legalised gay sex in 2018. 

On guardianship and adoption of minors 
What are the multiple laws on adoption and custody of minors? What has the panel recommended with respect to the LGBTQI community? 

EXPLAINER 

Jagriti Chandra

THE GIST
B A Parliamentary Standing
Committee tabled its report
on August 8, 2022, in both
Houses of Parliament on the
‘Review of Guardianship and
Adoption Laws’. In its report
the committee has said that
there is an “urgent need to
amend the HMGA and
accord equal treatment to
both mother and father as
natural guardians.” 

B The Supreme Court’s
landmark judgment in Githa
Hariharan vs Reserve Bank
of India in 1999 challenged
the HMGA for violating the
guarantee of equality of
sexes under Article 14 of
the Constitution. 

B The Adoption
Regulations, 2017 is silent
on adoption by LGBTQI
people and neither bans nor
allows them to adopt a
child.
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The National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work (NIRF)’s ranking of higher education
institutions (HEIs), released in July, has re-
ceived considerable �ak. The broad parame-
ters on which a HEI is ranked by the NIRF are
‘teaching, learning and resources’, ‘research
and professional practice’, ‘graduation out-
come’, ‘outreach and inclusivity’, and ‘per-
ception’. Each of them is assigned a speci�c
weightage. HEIs are ranked overall, universi-
ty-wise, college-wise and also under disci-
plines such as law, medical, pharmacy, man-
agement, architecture, and engineering. To
show the contradictions, inconsistencies,
and �aws in the NIRF’s methodology, we
have taken law as a case in point.

Data fudging
The NIRF places some private multi-disci-
pline institutions higher than many presti-
gious national law universities (NLUs) and
law departments. It is a fact that students of-
ten seek admission into NLUs; private un-
iversities and institutions, barring a few, are
invariably their last choices. Generally, stu-
dents who cannot secure a seat in NLUs are
admitted to private institutions. Similarly,
private universities and institutions are the
last choices for those looking for a career in
academia. However, the NIRF ranking shows
that a private law university scored 100% in
perception. If we consider this score, it
should have been the most preferred place
for students. But the Common Law Admis-
sion Test admission choices show a di�erent
picture: this institution �gures below 10
NLUs as a preferred place to study.

An analysis of the data submitted by some
multi-discipline private universities partici-
pating in various disciplines under the NIRF
provides evidence of data fudging. There
seems to be a lack of a rigorous system of ver-
i�cation by the NIRF of the data submitted
by HEIs. For instance, the faculty-student ra-
tio (FSR) is an important criterion for rank-
ing. Evidence suggests that some private
multi-discipline universities have claimed
the same faculty in more than one discipline.
Faculty in liberal arts have been claimed as
faculty in law too, to claim an improved FSR.
This manipulation defeats the purpose of
ranking, especially in the case of single-disci-
pline institutions like the NLUs.

There are similar instances of data fudg-
ing for parameters like �nancial resources
utilisation (spending on library, academic fa-

cilities, etc.) by multi-discipline institutions.
Enormous funds have been claimed as ex-
penditure on equipment for laboratories by
some private multi-discipline institutions
which o�er law as a subject. But labs are not
required for law. An analysis of the 15 top-
ranked institutions under law shows that
equipment purchased for one department
has been claimed in more than one depart-
ment. In the case of an institution ranked
among the top 15 under law, the expenditure
on equipment claimed in engineering, law,
management, dental, and medical is nearly
double the actual amount spent by that insti-
tution. Research funding for research pro-
jects and consultancy is an essential parame-
ter for ranking. Data show that research
grants and consultancy charges received in
other disciplines appear to have been
claimed as those in law. Another sub-param-
eter where data fudging by certain universi-
ties is discernible is procurement of books
for the library and spending on the library.

No transparency
The NIRF requires the data submitted to it be
published by all the participating HEIs on
their website so that such data can be scruti-
nised. Some private multi-discipline univer-
sities have not granted free access to such da-
ta on their website; instead, they require an
online form to be �lled along with the details
of the person seeking access. Such non-tran-
sparency is antithetical to the ranking exer-
cise. There is also discrepancy in the data
submitted to the NIRF and the data on the
websites of these institutions. For instance,
the data uploaded on the websites omit de-
tails on the number, name, quali�cation and
experience of the faculty.

Further, the NIRF applies almost the same
parameters to all the institutions across va-
ried disciplines in research and professional
practice. In this parameter, data on publica-
tions and the quality of publications is taken
from the Scopus and Web of Science data
bases. While these may be suitable for med-
ical and engineering, they are unsuitable for
law. There is a gap between the methodolo-
gy employed for accreditation purposes and
for ranking purposes. While the National As-
sessment and Accreditation Council gives
due weightage to publications in UGC-Care
listed journals, the NIRF uses publication da-
ta only from Scopus and Web of Science.

Thus, severe methodological and structu-
ral issues in the NIRF undermine the ranking
process. The methodology must be revised
in consultation with all the stakeholders.

G.S. Bajpai is the Vice Chancellor of the Rajiv Gandhi
National University of Law, Punjab. Dr. Manoj
Sharma, Associate Professor, provided inputs for this
piece. Views are personal

Rankings that make no sense 
There are glaring �aws in the National Institutional Ranking
Framework’s ranking of higher education institutions 

G.S. BAJPAI
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The story so far: On August 7, ISRO got
ready for the �rst developmental �ight of the
SSLV-D1/EOS-2 mission. The launch took
place from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
at Sriharikota. The Small Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SSLV) D1/EOS-2 mission, was
carrying two satellites — the Earth
Observation Satellite-2 (EOS-2) which
weighed about 135 kg and AzadiSAT which
weighed about eight kg. The mission aimed
to place the EOS-2 in a circular low-Earth
orbit at a height of about 350 km above the
Equator and inclined at an angle of 37
degrees. The initial part of the story was
successful with the launch vehicle operating
smoothly. However, the mission failed to
place the satellites in their required orbits,
and the satellites, as they were already
detached from the launch vehicle, were lost.

What was the purpose of the
SSLV-D1/EOS-2 mission?
The purpose of this mission was to place the
two satellites in circular low-Earth orbits at a
height of about 350 km above the Equator.
The larger one, the EOS-2 which was
designed and developed by ISRO, o�ered
advanced optical remote sensing operations.
It would have operated in the infrared region
and could have served many purposes, from
imaging for climate studies to simply
keeping an eye on Earth.

AzadiSAT, on the other hand, was a
collective of 75 tiny payloads weighing
around 50 grams each, which were
integrated by students. It carried tiny
experiments which would have measured
the ionising radiation in its orbit and also a
transponder which worked in the ham radio
frequency to enable amateur operators to
access it.

Which part of the mission succeeded
and where did it fail?
The SSLV was composed of three stages
powered by solid fuels and these three
performed their function as planned.
However, when it came to the stage when
the satellites had to be set in orbit, there was
a glitch which resulted in the satellites being
lost forever. With a degree of openness that

is unprecedented in ISRO, it was announced
that there was a malfunctioning of a sensor
which resulted in placing the satellites in an
elliptical orbit, rather than a circular orbit.
The ellipse or oval shape of the elliptical
orbit is elongated in one direction and
compressed in another (the so-called major
and minor axes, which are like two radii of
the ellipse). The shortest height above the
Earth of this oval orbit was only about 76
km.

Why were the satellites lost?
If the closest distance to the Earth is only 76
km, as it happened this time, there is an
atmospheric drag experienced by the object
at that height. Thereafter, unless adequate
thrust is applied to overcome the drag, it will
lose height and fall towards the Earth
because of gravity and may eventually burn
up due to friction.

What went wrong with the launch?
Today rocket technology has progressed to
such a stage that even if the course of the
rocket is altering from its planned course,

there will be sensors that feed back this
information to a system. This will
immediately trigger a course correction
which will restore the trajectory of the
rocket. There are many sensors as well as a
built-in redundancy. That is, even if one or
two sensors fail, there will be others that
take over and e�ect the course correction. In
the present case, the announcement was
that “failure of a logic to identify a sensor
failure and go for a salvage action caused the
deviation.” This could possibly imply that
either redundancy was not built in, which is
highly unlikely, or perhaps that it was built
in but did not kick o� due to a technical
glitch.

Why do we need to develop an SSLV
when we have successfully used PSLV
and GSLV?
The PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle)
and GSLV (Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle) are quite powerful and can carry
huge loads. To place an Earth Orbiting
Satellite in a low Earth orbit, one does not
need such power horses. The SSLV can

easily carry small-to-medium loads from 10
kg to 500 kg. It is less expensive. The three
stages being powered by solid fuel is another
advantage. Solid fuel is easier to handle,
whereas handling the liquid propellants
used in the PSLV and GSLV is more complex.

What is the di�erence between circular
and elliptical orbits?
Mostly objects such as satellites and
spacecrafts are put in elliptical orbits only
temporarily. They are then either pushed up
to circular orbits at a greater height or the
acceleration is increased until the trajectory
changes from an ellipse to a hyperbola and
the spacecraft escapes the gravity of the
Earth in order to move further into space —
for example, to the Moon or Mars or further
away. 

Satellites that orbit the Earth are mostly
placed in circular orbits. One reason is that if
the satellite is used for imaging the Earth, it
is easier if it has a �xed distance from the
Earth. If the distance keeps changing as in an
elliptical orbit, keeping the cameras
focussed can become complicated.

EXPLAINER 

Why did the ISRO prefer a SSLV over the PSLV or GSLV? What was the designated function of the satellites on-board the vehicle? 

How the maiden �ight of ISRO’s SSLV went awry 

THE GIST
B The SSLV D1/EOS-2
mission was carrying two
satellites — the Earth
Observation Satellite-2
(EOS-2 and AzadiSAT.
However, the mission failed
to place the satellites in
their required orbits, and
the satellites, as they were
already detached from the
launch vehicle, were lost.

B The EOS-2 o�ered
advanced optical remote
sensing operations while the 
AzadiSAT on the other hand
was a collective of 75 tiny
payloads integrated by
students.

B The malfunctioning of a
sensor resulted in placing
the satellites in an elliptical
orbit, rather than a circular
orbit. Satellites that orbit
the Earth are mostly placed
in circular orbits. One
reason is that if the satellite
is used for imaging the
Earth, it is easier if it has a
�xed distance from the
Earth.

Shubashree Desikan

Unexpected deviation:
ISRO’s Small Satellite
Launch Vehicle (SSLV)
during its launch from the
Sathish Dhawan Space
Centre, in Sriharikota on
August 7, 2022. * PTI
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WhatsApp on Tuesday an-
nounced new privacy fea-
tures, following which users
of the instant messaging ser-
vice will now be able to leave
groups silently as well as
choose who can see when
they are online. WhatsApp
will also block taking screen-
shots for ‘view once’
messages.

With the ‘Leave Groups Si-
lently’ features, WhatsApp
users will be able to exit a
group privately without hav-
ing to notify everyone. Now,
instead of notifying the full
group when leaving, only the
admins of the group will be
noti�ed. This feature will be

rolled out to all users this
month.

“Seeing when friends or
family are online helps users
feel connected to one anoth-
er, but everyone has had
times when they wanted to
check their WhatsApp priv-
ately. For the times you want
to keep your online presence
private, WhatsApp is intro-
ducing the ability to select
who can and can’t see when
you’re online,” the company
said in a statement, adding
that this feature will start
rolling out to all users this
month.

Block screenshots 
Additionally, the application
will now block taking screen-

shots for ‘View Once Messag-
es’. It noted that ‘View Once’
is already an incredibly pop-
ular way to share photos or
media that don’t need to
have a permanent digital re-
cord. “Now WhatsApp is ena-
bling screenshot blocking for

View Once messages for an
added layer of protection.
This feature is being tested
and will be rolled out to users
soon,” the company said.

The messaging service ad-
ded that the introduction of
these new features are
backed by a new WhatsApp
privacy study which found
that 72% of people value be-
ing able to speak in an hon-
est, un�ltered way, but more
than 47% are only comforta-
ble doing this in a safe, priv-
ate space. 

To spread awareness
about the new features,
Whatsapp will also kick o� a
new campaign to educate pe-
ople, starting with the UK
and India.

New privacy features on WhatsApp
Users will be able to leave groups silently, choose who can see them online

Most new feature will be
rolled out this month. 

Yuthika Bhargava
NEW DELHI
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In a surprise development last
week, the Government with-
drew the Personal Data Protec-

tion (PDP) Bill, 2019, thereby
abruptly halting the country’s
quest for a national data protec-
tion law that had been in the
works for over �ve years. The rea-
sons for the Government’s deci-
sion are brief and cryptic. The
short circular issued by the Minis-
ter of Electronics and Information
Technology simply states that con-
sidering the report of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee ( JPC) — it
had proposed 81 amendments and
made 12 recommendations — “a
comprehensive legal framework is
being worked on”. “In these cir-
cumstances”, the Government
proposed to withdraw the Bill and
present a new Bill “that �ts into
the comprehensive legal
framework”.

Multiple iterations, to no avail
Interestingly, there is no elabora-
tion on what such a “comprehen-
sive legal framework” entails. The
Government could enact a fresh
privacy legislation or a compre-
hensive data protection law (co-
vering both personal and non-per-
sonal data). Alternatively, it could
subsume data protection under its
ongoing attempts at revising the
existing Information Technology
Act, 2000. It could also enact a
digital markets law, along the lines
of the European Union’s Digital
Services Act, focusing on competi-
tion and innovation in the digital
space. Unfortunately, the Minis-
try’s circular leaves us with no
clarity on the way forward.

The Ministry’s attribution of the
withdrawal to the JPC Report is al-

so at odds with the proposed
amendments of the JPC, which did
not recommend withdrawing the
PDP Bill in favour of a comprehen-
sive legal framework.

The lack of clarity is compound-
ed by the fact that the circular
does not establish any timelines
on when the new Bill will be intro-
duced in Parliament, or when it
will be passed. This is particularly
important, given the drafting his-
tory of the PDP Bill. When the Su-
preme Court of India a�rmed the
right to privacy in its historic K.S.
Puttaswamy judgment in 2017, the
nine-judge Bench of the Court re-
ferred to the Government’s O�ce
Memorandum constituting the
B.N. Srikrishna Committee to sug-
gest a draft Data Protection Bill.
The committee released its draft
Personal Data Protection Bill in
2018, which was the �rst public ar-
ticulation of a data protection law
in India.

Subsequently, when the Su-
preme Court upheld the constitu-
tionality of the Aadhaar Act, the
majority emphasised that it be-
lieved that “there is a need for a
proper legislative mechanism for
data protection”. It “impressed”
upon the Central government to
bring out a “robust data protec-
tion regime” through the enact-
ment of a law based on the recom-
mendations of the Srikrishna
Committee Report, with modi�ca-
tions as deemed necessary.

In December 2019, the Govern-
ment introduced the PDP Bill,
2019 in the Lok Sabha as a compre-
hensive personal data protection
regime. Considering the impor-
tance of the Bill and the controver-
sies associated with various provi-
sions, the Bill was referred to the
JPC for its recommendations. In
2021, the JPC suggested multiple
amendments to its re-worded Data
Protection Bill, 2021, which privi-
leged state exceptionalism over in-
dividual privacy, while continuing
to strictly regulate corporate
action.

Now, after �ve years of hard
work and three iterations of data
protection legislation, the Govern-
ment has wasted its e�orts to pro-
tect our privacy.

The faultlines
The PDP Bill, 2019, as well as the
JPC’s recommendations in the sug-
gested Data Protection Bill, 2021,
su�ered from serious lacunae,
leading Justice Srikrishna to criti-
cise the Bill for its potential to turn
India into an “Orwellian state”.
First, the Bill’s expansive exemp-
tions allowed the state to exempt
the entire application of the law
simply as if it was “expedient” to
do so in the interest of national se-
curity or public order. These ex-
emptions did not need to be ta-
bled before Parliament and there
was no provision for review or
oversight of the Government’s de-
cision. In fact, Member of Parlia-
ment Jairam Ramesh pointed out
in his dissent note, “government
agencies are treated as a separate
privileged class whose operations
and activities are always in the pu-
blic interest and individual privacy
considerations are secondary”.

Second, the PDP Bill, 2019 as
well as the JPC’s version esta-
blished a strong regulator (the Da-
ta Protection Authority) with a lot
of power, but very little indepen-
dence or accountability.

Third, the Bill imposed a strong
data localisation mandate, requir-
ing companies to store all sensitive

personal data and critical personal
data (which was not de�ned) in In-
dia. Despite concerns around sur-
veillance and increased cost of
compliance expressed by civil so-
ciety and the private sector, the
Government did not endorse
cross-border data transfer.

Finally, the JPC recommended
subsuming the regulation of per-
sonal data and non-personal data
within a single legislation, even
though it undermined the Puttas-
wamy mandate to ensure protec-
tion of personal data.

Increasing digitisation, issues
However, despite these real con-
cerns, it was, and continues to be,
imperative to enact data protec-
tion legislation urgently. India cur-
rently has over 750 million Inter-
net users, with the number only
expected to increase in the future.
The Government is also making a
strong push for a ‘Digital India’,
with increased focus on digitisa-
tion of access to health, ration,
banking, insurance, especially af-
ter the COVID-19 pandemic. There
is a greater focus on the inter-link-
ing of data, whether through facial
recognition, Aadhaar, or the Cri-
minal Procedure (Identi�cation)
Act, 2022. 

At the same time, India has
among the highest data breaches
in the world. It has been reported
that around 18 of every 100 In-
dians have been a�ected by data
breaches since 2004, with 962.7
million data points being leaked,
primarily personal data points
such as names and phone num-
bers. Without a data protection
law in place, the data of millions of
Indians continues to be at risk of
being exploited, sold, and misused
without their consent.

Unlike state action, corporate
action or misconduct is not sub-
ject to writ proceedings in India.
This is because fundamental rights
are, by and large, not enforceable
against private non-state entities.
This leaves individuals with limit-

ed remedies against private actors.
They can either seek action under
the inadequate and ine�ective
provisions of the Information
Technology Act, or �le civil/crimi-
nal proceedings before a court of
law (which itself is time-consum-
ing and expensive). 

A personal data protection le-
gislation would remedy this lacu-
na by providing individuals with
proper grievance redress options
and creating su�cient deterrence
among private actors. Inadequate
and �awed as it was, the enact-
ment of the PDP Bill into law
would have marked a beginning in
providing a redress framework. In-
stead, we are left with the vague
promise of a “comprehensive legal
framework”, with no timeline in
sight.

Consult, work on fresh law
Where, then, do the Government’s
actions leave us? It is imperative
that the Government soon intro-
duces a fresh data protection legis-
lation, drawn after proper public
consultation. Such a law should
take into consideration the criti-
cisms that have been raised by ci-
vil society as well as the private
sector. It should be extensively dis-
cussed and debated in Parliament.

Even if the PDP Bill is not the
most privacy-respecting law, it
provides a certain desirable level
of protection to the personal data
of individuals. Once enacted,
there is always scope for judicial
review (based on challenges to
provisions that are potentially un-
constitutional) and parliamentary
amendment (by legislators incor-
porating feedback on the working
of the law). That is why even the
justi�able criticisms around the
PDP Bill, 2019 or the JPC’s recom-
mendations do not justify its with-
drawal. After all, there is no reason
to let perfect be the enemy of
good.

Vrinda Bhandari is a lawyer practising in
Delhi

Withdrawal of the data Bill was a bad move 
The enactment of the Personal Data Protection Bill into law would have helped create a framework for redress 

Vrinda Bhandari
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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