


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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India has for the �rst time
referred to what it called
“the militarisation of the
Taiwan Strait”, marking a
rare instance of New Delhi
appearing to comment on
China’s actions towards
Taiwan.

The reference to Tai-
wan, in a statement late on
Saturday issued by the In-
dian High Commission in
Sri Lanka, marked a more
pronounced expression ov-
er the situation in the Tai-
wan Strait than its previous
response on August 12 to
China’s military drills.

India refers to
Taiwan Strait
‘militarisation’
Ananth Krishnan
Beijing

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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These activities were con-
ducted in the wake of the vi-
sit by U.S. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi.

Earlier this month, the
Ministry of External A�airs
(MEA) did not refer to “mili-
tarisation” of the Strait, only
saying India was “con-
cerned at recent develop-
ments” and “urge[d] exer-
cise of restraint, avoidance
of unilateral actions to
change status quo, de-esca-
lation of tensions and e�orts
to maintain peace and sta-
bility in the region”. When
asked at an August 12 brief-
ing if India would, as Beijing
had requested, reiterate its
commitment to a “One Chi-
na policy”, the MEA said
“India’s relevant policies are
well-known and consistent”
and “do not require
reiteration”.

The latest reference to
Taiwan came amid a spat
with China over the visit this
month of a Chinese military
tracking vessel, Yuan Wang
5, to Hambantota in Sri Lan-
ka. 

Responding sharply to re-
marks made by the Chinese
Ambassador in Sri Lanka re-
ferring to “aggression”
faced by Sri Lanka from its
“northern neighbour”, the
Indian High Commission
termed his comments “a
violation of basic diplomatic
etiquette”, saying they “may
be a personal trait or re�ect-
ing a larger national
attitude”.

The High Commission
said the statement was “in
response to queries con-
cerning the article by Chi-
nese Ambassador to Sri Lan-
ka which, inter alia, drew
connection between militar-
isation of Taiwan Straits and
visit of China’s Yuan Wang 5
ship to Hambantota.”

G7 concerns
Earlier this month, Foreign
Ministers of the G7 — Cana-
da, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the U.K., and the U.S.

— expressed concerns about
China’s military activity in
the Strait, referring to
“threatening actions” by
China and saying there was
“no justi�cation to use a vi-
sit as pretext for aggressive
military activity in the Tai-
wan Strait”.

In the recent article, the
Chinese envoy to Sri Lanka
rejected that charge.

“China has every reason
to respond unhesitantly to
the severe impacts caused
by the Taiwan visit of Speak-
er Pelosi,” he said. 

He drew a link between
the Taiwan situation and the
visit of the Yuan Wang 5,
which India had opposed.

“Those two matters may
seem irrelevant and thou-
sands of miles apart, but
both share a same great sig-
ni�cance between China
and Sri Lanka, that is to
jointly safeguard each oth-
er’s sovereignty, indepen-
dence, and territorial inte-
grity,” he said. 

One China policy
Sri Lanka was among the
countries that supported
China by reiterating the
“One China policy” amid
the Taiwan tensions.

India has followed a “One
China policy” since its re-
cognition of the PRC in 1949,
and only maintains trade
and cultural relations with
Taiwan. India routinely reit-
erated this policy until
2008, after which it stopped
mentioning it in o�cial
statements, a demand that
China usually asks of most
countries in o�cial declara-
tions. 

O�cials at the time said
there was no need for India
to reiterate publicly a policy
it was anyway following,
particularly after Chinese
statements claiming Aruna-
chal Pradesh and moves to
issue “stapled visas” to In-
dian citizens in Jammu and
Kashmir ( J&K) and Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

India refers to Taiwan
Strait ‘militarisation’
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Both India and China are
comprehensive strategic
partners of Vietnam and “we
do not take sides”, says out-
going Vietnamese envoy in
India Pham Sanh Chau. India
and Vietnam supported each
other at the United Nations
Security Council as non-per-
manent members and also
share the same position, the
“middle path or Buddha
path” on the ongoing situa-
tion in Europe, he adds.

In a conversation with The
Hindu before his departure
after a four-year stint, the en-
voy listed handling the CO-
VID-19 pandemic without
any casualty, construction of
the new Embassy building,
launch of direct �ights bet-
ween the two countries, and
issuing a record number of
6,000 visas a day to Indians

as some of the major
achievements.

On defence cooperation,
Mr. Pham said visit of Vietna-
mese ships to India and par-
ticipation in multilateral ex-
ercise ‘Milan’ happened for
the �rst time. “Just last week,
for the �rst time ever in Viet-
nam history, we sent 45 o�c-
ers to India for training in UN

peacekeeping operations. It
re�ects the very deep con-
vergence of strategic interest
between the two countries
and the mutual trust. After
the training they will be de-
ployed in South Sudan,” he
stated.

Talking of regional deve-
lopments including the
South China Sea, the envoy
said Vietnam follows a fo-
reign policy of being friendly
with all countries and fol-
lows the principle of ‘four
no’s’ — not to join any mili-
tary alliance, not to go with
one country to �ght another
country, not to allow land to
be used by another country
and not to use force. Stating
that China is a comprehen-
sive strategic partner of Viet-
nam, an immediate neigh-
bour and a major power, Mr.
Pham said they give impor-
tance to that relationship

and nurture it.
India is also a key partner

like others which is very nat-
ural and it is important for
other countries to under-
stand that principle, the en-
voy stressed. “We don’t tend
to go with India in order to
�ght against China. We don’t
take a side, no zero sum
game. We take the side of
peace, the side of interna-
tional law. India and China
are all our good friends.
They are both our strategic,
comprehensive partners.”

Following the implemen-
tation of the $100 million de-
fence Line of Credit (LoC) ex-
tended by India for
procurement of 12 high
speed boats by Vietnam, Mr.
Pham said discussions are
underway on operationalis-
ing the $500 million LoC
with major focus on manu-
facturing in Vietnam. 

‘India, China are allies of Vietnam’
India, Vietnam share same position on ongoing situation in Europe, says envoy

Pham Sanh Chau
* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI
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After considering the formation of an expert body
to examine the issues relating to political parties
promising free goods to voters in their election

manifestoes, the Supreme Court has stayed its hand
and referred the issue to a three-judge Bench. Also re-
ferred for deeper consideration is the correctness of an
earlier judgment in S. Subramaniam Balaji vs Tamil Na-
du (2013), which ruled that making promises in a manif-
esto would not amount to a corrupt practice. The pro-
ceedings before a Bench, headed by the now retired
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana, last week, o�ered
crucial perspectives on the political economy of welfa-
rism, socialism and pre-election promises of ‘freebies’.
Over the few hearings, the Bench moved from vague re-
ferences to ‘freebies’ to making rational distinctions
between welfare schemes and socio-economic conces-
sions on the one hand, and poll-time announcements
of material goods and items as incentives to vote. This
clarity itself was lacking in the initial stages, as omnibus
references to ‘freebies’ and raillery against political par-
ties for their approach to welfare dominated the dis-
course. Those who have approached the Court against
irrational promises found support from the Union go-
vernment. Following Prime Minister Narendra Modi
making public comments disapproving of the ‘freebie’
culture, the Government’s stand is no surprise.

However, the Government was reluctant to examine
the issue through discussions among political parties
and favoured a judicially appointed panel. But, such a
panel may not achieve much. Most parties oppose any
fetters on their right to appeal to voters through means
of their choice and, if elected, use their mandate to dis-
tribute �nances and resources as they deem �t, subject
to law and legislative approval. Therefore, it is no sur-
prise that the Bench has included in its reference, ques-
tions on the scope of judicial intervention in the matter
and whether any enforceable order can be passed. The
two-judge Bench judgment in 2013 had examined the
issue in the backdrop of the DMK coming to power in
2006 on a promise to distribute television sets to the
poor and implementing it. It ruled that the Directive
Principles of State Policy allow such schemes and that
spending of public funds on them could not be ques-
tioned if it was based on appropriations passed by the
legislature. It also concluded that poll promises by a
party could not be termed a ‘corrupt practice’. That
Bench had also rejected the argument that giving bene-
�ts to everyone, that is, the poor and the well-o�, would
violate the equality norm in Article 14. When it came to
state largesse, it said, the rule against treating unequals
as equals would not be applicable. Does this amount to
implying that the Directive Principles can override fun-
damental rights, as the petitioners have argued? This
too awaits examination.

Sops for votes
Promising gifts in run-up to polls, 

not welfare, is the real ‘freebie’ issue 
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The story so far: Reports have surfaced
online of instances where block level o�cers
have asked individuals to link their Aadhaar
with their Voter IDs, failing which their Voter
IDs could be cancelled. This comes in the
aftermath of the Election Commission’s (EC)
campaign to promote the linkage of Voter ID
and Aadhaar that began on August 1. In the
�rst ten days since its launch, the campaign
saw almost 2.5 crore Aadhaar holders
voluntarily submitting their details to the EC.

Why does the government want this?
The EC conducts regular exercises to
maintain an updated and accurate record of
the voter base. A part of this exercise is to
weed out duplication of voters, such as
migrant workers who may have been
registered more than once on the electoral
rolls in di�erent constituencies or for
persons registered multiple times within the
same constituency. As per the government,
linkage of Aadhaar with voter IDs will assist
in ensuring that only one Voter ID is issued
per citizen of India.

Is the linking of Aadhaar with one’s
Voter ID mandatory? 
In December 2021, Parliament passed the
Election Laws (Amendment) Act, 2021 to
amend the Representation of the People Act,
1950, inter alia. Section 23(4) was inserted in
the Representation of the People Act, 1950.
It states that the electoral registration o�cer
may “for the purpose of establishing the
identity of any person” or “for the purposes
of authentication of entries in electoral roll
of more than one constituency or more than
once in the same constituency” for citizens
already enrolled, require them to furnish
their Aadhaar numbers.

To re�ect this amendment, in June 2022,
the government noti�ed changes to the
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960. Rule
26B was added to provide that “every person
whose name is listed in the roll may intimate
his Aadhar number to the registration
o�cer”. Although, the use of discretionary
language throughout the amendments have
been accompanied by assurances by both
the government and the EC that linkage of
the Aadhaar with Voter ID is optional, this
does not seem to be re�ected in Form 6B
issued under the new Rule 26B. 

Form 6B provides the format in which
Aadhaar information may be submitted to
the electoral registration o�cer. Form 6B
provides the voter to either submit their
Aadhaar number or any other listed
document. However, the option to submit
other listed documents is exercisable only if
the voter is “not able to furnish their
Aadhaar number because they do not have
an Aadhaar number”. To that extent, the
element of choice that has been
incorporated in the amendments seem to be
negated or at the very least thrown into
confusion. 

Why is the mandatory linking of
Aadhaar to the Voter ID an issue?
The preference to use Aadhaar for
veri�cation and authentication, both by the
state and private sector, stems from two
reasons. First, at the end of 2021, 99.7% of
the adult Indian population had an Aadhaar
card. This coverage exceeds that of any other
o�cially valid document such as driver’s
licence, ration cards, PAN cards etc that are
mostly applied for speci�c purposes.
Second, since Aadhaar allows for biometric
authentication, Aadhaar based
authentication and veri�cation is considered
more reliable, quicker and cost e�cient
when compared to other IDs.

But these reasons do not su�ce the
mandating of Aadhaar except in limited
circumstances as per the Puttaswamy
judgment. It needs to be considered whether
such mandatory linkage of Aadhaar with
Voter ID would pass the test of being
“necessary and proportionate” to the
purpose of de-duplication which is sought to
be achieved. In Puttaswamy, one of the
questions that the Supreme Court explored
was whether the mandatory linking of
Aadhaar with bank accounts was
constitutional or not. The Court observed
that the mandatory linking of Aadhaar with
bank accounts was not only for new bank
accounts but also existing ones, failing which
the individual will not be able to operate
their bank account. The Court held that
depriving a person of their right to property
for non-linkage fell foul of the test of
proportionality. Even though the situation at
hand is slightly di�erent in that other means
of veri�cation and authentication are
allowed if the person does not hold an
Aadhaar, given the wide coverage of

Aadhaar, the current design would in e�ect
mandate Aadhaar linkage. In this context, it
needs to be considered whether requiring an
Aadhaar holder to mandatorily provide
Aadhaar for authentication or veri�cation
would not be considered violative of their
informational autonomy (right to privacy)
which would allow them to decide which
o�cial document they want to use for
veri�cation and authentication.

Moreover, in Lal Babu Hussein (1995), the
Supreme Court had held that the Right to
vote cannot be disallowed by insisting only
on four proofs of identity — voters can rely
on any other proof of identity and obtain the
right to vote.

What are the operational di�culties? 
First, the preference to Aadhaar for the
purposes of determining voters is puzzling
as Aadhaar is only a proof of residence and
not a proof of citizenship. Therefore,
verifying voter identity against this will only
help in tackling duplication but will not
remove voters who are not citizens of India
from the electoral rolls.

Second, the estimate of error rates in
biometric based authentication di�er widely.
As per the Unique Identi�cation Authority of
India in 2018, Aadhaar based biometric
authentication had a 12% error rate. This led
the Supreme Court to hold in Puttaswamy
that a person would not be denied of
bene�ts in case Aadhaar based
authentication could not take place. This
concern is also re�ected in the previous
experiences of using Aadhaar to clean
electoral rolls. A similar exercise undertaken
in 2015 in Andhra and Telangana led to the
disenfranchisement of around 30 lakh voters
before the Supreme Court stalled the
process of linkage.

Lastly, civil society has highlighted that
linking of the two databases of electoral rolls
and Aadhaar could lead to the linkage of
Aadhaar’s “demographic” information with
voter ID information, and lead to violation of
the right to privacy and surveillance
measures by the state. This, however, would
seem to be the case with the use of any other
o�cially valid document to verify or
authenticate the identity of the voter. This
would leave the EC with the option of
verifying its information only through
door-to-door checks. It also needs to be
noted that the Puttaswamy judgment, after

reviewing the Aadhaar architecture, held that
the use of biometric based authentication and
veri�cation, did not lead to the creation of a
“surveillance state”. To address these
concerns, one needs to have enforceable data
protection principles that regulate how
authentication data will be used.

What is the way forward?
Even as the amendments have been made and
the EC has launched a campaign for linkage, a
writ petition has �led with the Supreme Court
challenging the same. It challenges the
amendments as being violative of the right to
privacy. The Supreme Court has transferred
the writ to the Delhi High Court.

In the meantime, it is important that the
government clari�es through correction in
Form 6B that the linking is not mandatory and
expedites the enactment of a data protection
legislation that allays concerns of
unauthorised processing of personal data
held by the government.

The writer is a research fellow at the Centre
for Applied Law and Technology Research,
Vidhi Centre for legal policy

EXPLAINER 

Why is the Election Commission keen on voters linking their Aadhaar with voter IDs? 

The concerns around Aadhaar-Voter ID linkage 

THE GIST
B There have been
instances of block o�cers
mandating the linking of Aa
dhar with Voter IDs after
the Election Commission’s
campaign to promote the
linkage of Voter ID and
Aadhaar which began on
August 1.

B Form 6B provides the
format in which Aadhaar
information may be
submitted to the electoral
registration o�cer.
However, the option to
submit other listed
documents is exercisable
only if the voter is “not able
to furnish their Aadhaar
number because they do not
have an Aadhaar number”.

B Civil society has
highlighted that linking of
the two databases of
electoral rolls and Aadhaar
could lead to the linkage of
Aadhaar’s “demographic”
information with voter ID
information, and lead to
violation of the right to
privacy and surveillance
measures by the state.

Trishee Goyal

Link-up: Women show
their Aadhaar cards before
casting their vote at a
polling centre in
Visakhapatnam in 2021. *

DEEPAK K. R.
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Financial inclusion is a ma-
jor step towards inclusive
growth which ensures the
overall economic develop-
ment of the marginalised
sections of the society, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman said on Sunday.

The success of the Prad-
han Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
since August 28, 2014, is re-
�ected in terms of opening
of over 46 crore bank ac-
counts with deposit balance
of ₹1.74 lakh crore with its
expanded coverage to 67%
rural or semi-urban areas as
well as 56% of women Jan
Dhan account holders, she
said on the eighth anniver-
sary of the �agship �nancial
inclusion scheme.

“Continuation of PMJDY
beyond 2018 saw a marked
shift in approach to meet
challenges and require-
ments of the emerging FI (�-
nancial inclusion) land-
scape in the country.

“There has been a shift in
focus from ‘every house-
hold’ to ‘every adult’, with
added emphasis on usage of
accounts by enhancing Di-
rect Bene�t Transfer (DBT)
�ows through these ac-

counts, promoting digital
payments through the use
of RuPay cards, etc,” an o�-
cial statement quoted the
Minister as saying.

The underlying pillars of
PMJDY has made it possible
to adopt multi-stakeholders’
collaborative approach
while leveraging technology
for serving the unserved
and underserved areas as
well, she observed.

The advantage of the ar-
chitecture created under FI
ecosystem came handy dur-
ing the pandemic when it fa-
cilitated direct income sup-
port to farmers under
PM-KISAN and transfer of
ex-gratia payment to wo-
men PMJDY account holders
under PM Garib Kalyan
package in a seamless and
time-bound manner, Ms.
Sitharaman said. 

Nirmala says it helps development
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

Nirmala Sitharaman

‘Financial inclusion
will spur growth’
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NASA’s new moon rocket
remained on track to blast
o� on a crucial test �ight
on Monday, despite a se-
ries of lightning strikes at
the launch pad.

The 98-metre Space
Launch System rocket is
the most powerful ever
built by NASA. It’s poised
to send an empty crew cap-
sule into lunar orbit, a half-
century after NASA’s Apol-
lo programme, which land-
ed 12 astronauts on the
moon.

Astronauts could return
to the moon in a few years,
if this six-week test �ight
goes well. 

NASA moon
rocket set for
launch today
Associated Press
Cape Carnival
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In line with the e�ort to pro-
mote self-reliance in defence
manufacturing, and mini-
mising imports by the de-
fence public sector under-
takings (DPSUs), Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Sunday approved the third
Positive Indigenisation List
(PIL) of 780 strategically im-
portant line replacement un-
its (LRU), sub-systems and
components, with a timeline
beyond which they will only
be procured from the dom-
estic industry. 

This is di�erent from the
three PILs announced for
the armed forces.

“This list is in continua-
tion to the two PILs of LRUs,
sub-systems, assemblies,
sub-assemblies and compo-
nents that were published in

December 2021 and March
2022. These lists contain
2,500 items which are alrea-
dy indigenised and 458
(351+107) items which will be
indigenised within the given
timelines,” a Ministry state-
ment said. 

Out of the 458 items, 167
items (163 from the �rst PIL,
and four from the second

PIL) have been indigenised,
so far, it stated.

‘Achieve self-reliance’
The Ministry explained that
indigenisation of these items
will be taken up through dif-
ferent routes under the
‘Make’ category of procure-
ment procedure. The ‘Make’
category aims to achieve self-

reliance with greater partici-
pation by the Indian indus-
try, and projects involving
the design and development
of equipment, systems, ma-
jor platforms or upgrades
thereof by the industry can
be taken up under this
category.

“The indigenous develop-
ment of these LRUs, sub-sys-
tems and components will
bolster the economy and re-
duce the import depen-
dence of DPSUs,” the state-
ment said, adding that it will
also help harness the design
capabilities of the domestic
defence industry, and posi-
tion India as a design leader
in these technologies.

The DPSUs will soon �oat
Expressions of Interest (EoI)
and Requests for Proposals
(RfP) in line with this, the
statement added.

To boost self-reliance, Rajnath
releases third indigenisation list 
Defence Minister sets timeline for import ban on 780 crucial equipment
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI

Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari during a recent visit to
Bengaluru, where he �ew the indigenously made Tejas. * PTI
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The draft of the revised data
protection Bill will be re-
leased for consultation soon
with the government plan-
ning to present it in Parlia-
ment during the Budget Ses-
sion next year, Minister for
Telecom and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw said. 

In an interview with The
Hindu, the Minister stressed
that the country’s data pro-
tection framework should
be in tune with the modern

times and not look like an at-
tempt to “create a paper sys-
tem for a digital world”. 

The government, earlier
this month, withdrew the
Personal Data Protection
Bill, 2019, in the Lok Sabha,

reasoning that it will come
up with a fresh Bill. “The
principles of data protection
and privacy are now well es-
tablished all over the world
and the government is more
or less practising those prin-
ciples ever since the honour-
able Supreme Court gave the
judgment,” he said.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the go-
vernment’s policy vision for
the digital economy had sev-
eral key pieces — the new te-
lecom Bill that is at an ad-
vanced stage of drafting, the
data protection Bill and a

digital India Act that would
replace the existing IT Act.

Asked about the conten-
tious issue of content remo-
val from social media plat-
forms, the Minister said the
country’s law enforcement
would have the �nal say in
that. “This is there across the
world. If you look at the per
capita number of requests
made for taking down con-
tent that is not in consonance
with the laws of the country,
India is among the lowest…”

Data protection Bill likely in Budget Session 

Varghese K. George 
Yuthika Bhargava
NEW DELHI

Ashwini Vaishnaw

FULL INTERVIEW � PAGE 11

Draft legislation will be out for consultation soon: IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
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Union Minister for Railways, Communication, and Electron-
ics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw talks
about the policy road map for the digital economy, the focus
on making India Atmanirbhar (self-su�cient) in telecom tech-
nology, and the recent allegations that the Indian government
forced Twitter to employ its agent. He also talks about the go-
vernment’s plans to improve amenities for railway customers,
bring in new engines and upgrade trains, along with e�orts to
boost revenues from freight services. 

What is the policy road map
you have envisaged for the
telecom and IT sectors?

� We are working on a com-
prehensive legal framework
for the digital economy. It
has four dimensions. First is
telecom. Telecom is the
primary medium of access-
ing digital services. So, a new
telecom Bill to replace laws
made in 1885 and 1930 is at
an advanced stage of draft-
ing. The stakeholder consul-
tation process is about to be
completed. Second will be
the data protection Bill.
Third is a comprehensive
digital India Act that we are
preparing to replace the IT
Act of 2000 vintage. These
are three Bills. Now beyond
this, there are certain policy
frameworks, for example the
national data framework that
we have uploaded for consul-
tation, then cybersecurity
framework… these are out-
side the law, but more like a
policy framework because of
the ever-changing technolo-
gy landscape.

There won’t be a separate
law for cybersecurity?

� Cybersecurity is a con-
stantly evolving area. Global-
ly, it has been dealt with a
techno-legal framework
where technology plays a big
role and policy is there to
support the technology. I
don’t think that by putting a
law for cybersecurity the
threat will vanish. It has to be
a techno-legal solution. For
that, we have to continuously
invest in infrastructure, new
processes, training people
and making common citi-
zens aware. However, we

have to be always on alert to
counter ever new threats.

Twitter’s ex-security chief
Peiter Zatko has alleged that
the company may not have
the competency to protect
its users and their data.
Comment

� That’s a very serious con-
cern. If they have any �aws in
data protection, they will be
held accountable. We expect
that each and every social
media platform should util-
ise the best available technol-
ogies. They should de�nitely
do everything that is re-
quired to protect users’ data.
And it is mandated by their
own policies…this is a very
fair expectation. If they don’t
do it, of course they would
be held accountable.

Mr. Zatko has also alleged
that the Indian government
forced the microblogging
platform to put a
government agent on its
payroll and grant access to
sensitive user data?

� I read in the news that
Twitter has categorically de-
nied this in front of the par-
liamentary committee.

From a policy perspective,
how is the government
looking at balancing privacy
with using data to o�er
better services? 

� The principles of data pro-
tection and privacy are now
well established all over the
world. What is important is
to create an easily implemen-
table, highly accessible im-
plementation structure, so
that the citizens living in re-

mote areas can also get the
same level of grievance re-
dress mechanism that citi-
zens living in cities would
get. That is what we need to
really work upon — accessi-
ble, inclusive, and equitable
structure. When a citizen
gives data to the government
based on a consent frame-
work, and the government
uses data analytics to pro-
vide better service… as long
as it is part of that consent, it
�ts into all the principles.

Our focus now is to make
sure that the implementation
of these principles and data
protection framework
should be in tune with the
modern times, should be ac-
cessible to everybody,
should be very easy to imple-
ment and should be born
digital. It should not be like
we are trying to create a pap-
er system for a digital world.
The new draft should be out
soon, and we will bring it to
Parliament in the Budget
Session.

For content removal from
social media platforms, will
the law enforcement of the
country — and not the
companies — have the �nal
authority?

� Yes. This framework is
there across the world. If you
look at the per capita num-
ber of requests made for tak-
ing down content that is not
in consonance with the laws
of the country, India is
among the lowest. Our coun-
try’s laws must be followed
by anybody who is working
in India. It cannot be that
they (social media compa-
nies) say that ‘this is my idea
of what the Constitution
should be’. We have consis-
tently held that India’s laws
must be implemented by ev-
ery company operating in
the country.

Where will the equipment
for 5G network largely come
from?

� It will not just be foreign
companies. We are building

a strong ecosystem in India.
In fact, by next year, we will
be exporting telecom tech-
nology to the world. The
whole technology stack for
telecom services comprises
four distinct parts: core net-
work, radio network, tele-
com equipment and mobile
handsets. C-DOT (The Centre
for Development of Telemat-
ics) and a consortium of aca-
demic institutions have deve-
loped and tested a very
robust core for 4G. On 4G
core, they have now built a
5G core, which is almost rea-
dy. Reliance Jio has also deve-
loped their own core. Then,
we have the radio network,
which interacts between the
consumer and the tower. Our
PLI scheme and the start-up
ecosystem has today brought
out at least six radio design-
ers and manufacturers. We
are integrating all these ra-
dios in the C-DOT core. So,
building that ecosystem
means that we can now take
our solution to the world. Si-
milarly, in telecom equip-
ment manufacturing, with
the PLI scheme, 30 telecom
equipment manufacturers
have invested and started
production. The fourth part
is mobile handset. Close to
25% of all the mobile hand-
sets manufactured in India

today are 5G-enabled. Manu-
facturers are ready to ramp
the production of 5G devices
up to 70%-80%. Entry level
5G handset today costs about
₹15,000 and is likely to come
down to ₹10,000-₹12,000 ve-
ry soon. There are about six
or seven developed coun-
tries whose telecom services
providers have sent serious
de�nitive inquiries to Indian
system integrators as to
when the C-DOT technology
stack will be fully ready. It is
ready and tested, and soon it
will be rolled out across the
country on 1 lakh sites. Once
it is installed on let’s say
15,000-20,000 sites then
technology is treated as
proven.

So, we will have those cre-
dentials and by next year we
will be ready to export tele-
com technology to the
world. So this is one sector
where Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s Atmanirbhar Bha-
rat vision is being realised ve-
ry well.

What about manufacturing
semiconductors?

� We are making excellent
progress. Typically, these de-
cisions take 14 to 18 months.
January 1 this year is when
we uploaded the policy.
Hopefully, we should be able
to conclude this entire pro-
cess within this year itself
and the �rst fab may get go-
ing this year. It could in fact
be multiple fabs along with a
very good design ecosystem.
The world is looking for a re-
liable and trusted partner
like India.

The Cabinet recently
approved a ₹1.64 lakh-crore
relief package for
State-owned BSNL. This
follows a similar
₹70,000-crore package
announced in 2019. What
gives you the con�dence of a
turnaround this time?

� The package of 2019 has
made BSNL a stable entity.
Last �nancial year it made
operating pro�t (at the EBI-
TA level). Now from this le-
vel, we have to make it a
growing company in terms of
number of subscribers, reve-
nue and pro�tability. 

For this, the �rst step we
are taking is to give a very ro-
bust 4G network to BSNL. C-
DOT-developed technology
under PM’s Atmanirbhar
Bharat programme has been
rigorously tested. We will roll
out the 4G network in the
coming months and very ra-
pidly we’ll upgrade it to 5G.
So, by the end of 2023, BSNL
would have started o�ering
5G services which will in-
crease the revenue potential
and the number of custom-
ers. 

The second big thing in
BSNL is the very signi�cant
increase in the number of
broadband subscribers. To-
day BSNL is adding close to 1
lakh new �bre connections
every month. These two ele-
ments are the revenue items. 

Third, our laser sharp fo-
cus on reducing the cost and
increasing the revenue. So
that gives a clear directional
thrust to BSNL’s journey and
we believe that BSNL will be-
come a good market stabilis-
ing force in the coming
years. BSNL is also playing a
very important role in reach-
ing out to the unconnected
places and bridging the digi-
tal divide. For MTNL, most of
the work has already shifted
to BSNL. MTNL’s balance
sheet is very complex, it has
a huge debt on it, so we are
working on it.

For the Railways, is the
current growth in freight
services enough to o�set

share.  Our passenger subsi-
dy is now ₹62,000 crore…
nearly 55% subsidy given to
everybody. So how do we �ll
that gap? That gap has to
come from having more and
more cargo. So all these in-
itiatives will transform pas-
senger experience on Indian
Railways.

With the improvement in
amenities, is there a case for
raising fares?

� We are not considering
raising passenger fares. Over
the last eight years the Rail-
ways has consistently moved
in a direction of improving
passenger amenities, im-
proving the passenger expe-
rience — from cleanliness to
running trains on time to
having station amenities… Si-
multaneously we are focus-
ing on having more cargo.
The result of eight years is
now visible.

Will we be able to achieve a
96% operating ratio this
year?

� With the huge passenger
subsidy of ₹62,000 crore and
pension expenses of ₹55,000
crore and salary and wage
bill of ₹1 lakh crore, the social
obligations of Railways are
more important. Pro�t is not
the motive. Within all these
socio political and economic
constraints we are doing eve-
rything possible to balance
revenue and expenses.

Timelines for the key
dedicated freight corridors
project has seen multiple
extensions. What is the
current status of the
project?

� The project started in
2007. Till 2014, the number
of tracks commissioned was
zero km. Since 2014, we have
commissioned 1,350 km and
that is a huge number. It has
started operating and run-
ning about 180 trains a day.
We have started getting the
bene�ts of two freight corri-
dors.

losses from passenger
services?

� Hon’ble PM has given us a
very clear mandate that the
entire passenger experience
has to totally transform. The
�rst thing in this is railway
stations. So today about 50
railway stations are getting
totally redeveloped to world-
class standards.

Second is getting a new
generation of trains. The
new Vande Bharat train is
getting tested for 180 kmph
speed and the results are ex-
cellent. Simultaneously, we
are working on totally new
types of engines with 9,000
hp engines. Conventionally,
we have been doing 4,000
hp and 6,000 hp.

The new engines are the
latest technology of engines
and will be designed and ma-
nufactured in India. Then for
short point-to-point distanc-
es, for example, 30 km-40
km from a big city a totally
new generation of metro
trains which will run on the
Indian railway tracks is being
manufactured. These will re-
place the MEMU and DEMU
trains. So we are upgrading
the entire spectrum of trains.
And over the next two years,
you will see all these things
coming on to the tracks.

The third is the safety of
passengers. We are scaling
up installation of Kavach (in-
digenously developed train
protection system) to 3,000
km this year as against the
Budget target of 2,000 km.

On the cargo side, last
year we added 185 million
tonnes (MT) extra. This is
phenomenal as in the past
Railways added 20MT-30MT.
This year, we are on track to
add almost a similar amount
of new cargo. Over the past
70 years, the Railways has
been losing its market share
to the road and last year we
started the journey of gain-
ing market share. This jour-
ney will continue this year.
That will have a big impact
on India’s logistics cost. The
only way to reduce it is to
have more and more rail

INTERVIEW | ASHWINI VAISHNAW 

‘Working on a comprehensive legal framework for digital economy’
We have consistently held that India’s laws must be implemented by every company operating in the country, says Minister for Electronics and Information Technology 
Varghese K. George 
Yuthika Bhargava

<> If you look at the per
capita number of
requests made for
taking down content
that is not in
consonance with the
laws of the country,
India is among the
lowest

SU
SH

IL
 K

UM
AR

 V
ER

M
A



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

There are parallels between China’s actions at the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC) and tensions between China and the U.S.
over Taiwan, says former Australian Prime Minister and Chi-
na watcher Kevin Rudd. Mr. Rudd, who is the author of a
new book, The Avoidable War: The Dangers of a Catastrophic
Con�ict between the U.S. and Xi Jinping’s China, and the Pre-
sident of the Asia Society, is in Delhi for the launch of a new
policy institute, to be inaugurated by External A�airs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar on Monday. Excerpts:

How do you see the U.S. and
China tensions over Taiwan?

� My analysis is that Xi Jinp-
ing’s China is di�erent in two
fundamental ways. The �rst
is that the balance of power
has changed between China
and the United States: milita-
rily, economically, and
technologically. 

The second is the particu-
lar agency of Xi Jinping’s lea-
dership. Xi Jinping is not a
“status quo” politician; he is
a “let’s change the game”
politician, [focused on] Chi-
na’s national ambitions to be
the pre-eminent regional
and global power by 2049
and to reincorporate Taiwan
on the way through. 

Since 2017, United States
has recognised this chal-

lenge, named this challenge,
and de�ned this relationship
as one of strategic competi-
tion. And the winner of this
competitive race is who eith-
er remains or becomes the
dominant regional global
power. 

Do you think there is a
timeline for when Xi Jinping
hopes to “reincorporate”
Taiwan?

� Xi Jinping has said that Chi-
na’s great ‘national rejuvena-
tion’ cannot be achieved in
the absence of Taiwan, and
that programme has a timet-
able of 2049. Xi Jinping has
also brought forward the
date for the completion of
China’s military reform and
modernisation programme

from 2035 to 2027. 
In my judgment, Xi will

automatically be reappoint-
ed General Secretary of the
Communist Party for a third
term this October/November
at the 20th Party Congress
and that he is looking to-
wards at least another three
terms, taking him through to
2037. 

So, what I am most con-
cerned about is that China’s
internal timetable [for Tai-
wan] is likely to be late
2020s, early 2030s. I am
more concerned about crisis
escalation, con�ict and war
by accident, between now
and then. 

Given this scenario, should
India strengthen the Quad
arrangement with Australia,
Japan and the United States,
or keep the present balance
as a member of the SCO and
BRICS with Russia and
China?

� The two options available
to India and other countries,
given China’s assertiveness,
is to bandwagon or to ba-
lance. I don’t see it in India’s
nature to bandwagon with

China, given the unresolved
nature of the Sino-Indian
border. Therefore, the alter-
native strategic course is ba-
lancing. 

The Quad obviously repre-
sents one fairly prominent
example of balancing, by In-
dia, Japan, the United States
and Australia. AUKUS at a dif-
ferent level re�ects much the
same dynamic. But also you
see the hardening of the Eu-
ropean Union and NATO in
terms of strategic posture to-
wards China as well. 

Despite the LAC stand-o�
since 2020, the Indian
government has kept the

door open for talks for
military and Foreign
Minister-level talks. Is this
the way forward or do you
see, like in Taiwan, a
possible �ashpoint?

� After the border clashes of
April-May of 2020, the Chi-
nese, at least in one part of
the border (at Ladakh), have
chosen to double down, to

build hard infrastructure be-
hind those new positions,
and rather than “tactically
withdraw”, leave every evi-
dence that China has consoli-
dated. 

I think in terms of con-
crete, political and diplomat-
ic messaging from the Chi-
nese side, they are sending a
clear message that China is
not for turning back, and
that it is in the process of pro-
secuting its full territorial as-
pirations to the allowable
strategic limit. 

And there, I see a clear
analogy with South China
Sea, Taiwan, East China Sea. 

As to India’s response to
that emerging new Chinese
strategy, that of course, is a
matter for the government in
Delhi [to decide]. They have
been dealing with this e�ec-
tively since 1962, and e�ec-
tively in a di�erent way prior
to 1962. 

And so it would not be ap-
propriate for me to tell Delhi
what to do.

Your book terms the
mounting con�ict between
U.S. and China as the
avoidable war. Do you think

� The Chinese strategic cul-
ture is to observe what states
do, not what they say. There-
fore, concrete strategic beha-
viours, and actions by India
on the border, or in its rela-
tionship with the United
States, or its Quadrilateral re-
lationship... these are the
things which China observes,
takes note of, and then ana-
lyses in terms of how it
should respond. 

And China respects
strength and is contemptu-
ous of weakness. So, summi-
try can be enormously po-
werful when it rests on those
underlying realistic
assumptions.

Frankly, it’s Xi Jinping that
counts within the system,
the rest of the system doesn’t
count for much in the ulti-
mate decision-making pro-
cesses of the Chinese system. 

Therefore, for important
global political leaders like
Prime Minister Modi, how
they engage Xi Jinping direct-
ly matters, because the rest
of the system is much weak-
er, than it was under Xi Jinp-
ing’s predecessors.

Full interview on
bit.ly/3R043uw

the con�ict or the next
con�ict between India and
China is avoidable as well?

� I am not su�ciently expert
in the granularity of the bor-
der. But when you have mul-
tiple sub-disputes along the
border, an ongoing challenge
in Kashmir, the unfolding dy-
namic of Pakistani politics,
and Pakistan’s “all-weather”
alliance with Beijing, I think
[India and China] are in for a
rocky period ahead. 

What I have seen, howev-
er, is remarkable stability
and maturity in Indian diplo-
macy to continue to �nd the
o�-ramps and there are a
number within the Chinese
system which are always
looking for o�-ramps as well;
even though the evidence on
the ground so far, at least
from Beijing’s perspective, is
to push ahead.

There are reports indicating
a possible meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Xi
Jinping at international
conferences. How e�ective
could summitry be in
resolving the issues? 

INTERVIEW | KEVIN RUDD

‘With multiple border sub-disputes..., India, China in for a rocky period’
Former Australian PM says Beijing is sending a clear message that China won’t turn back, and is in the process of prosecuting its full territorial aspirations
Suhasini Haidar

<> What I have seen is
remarkable stability
and maturity in
Indian diplomacy to
continue to �nd the
o�-ramps
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General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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