


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s state visit to In-
dia ended on Thursday. After a meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday, where the Kushiyara river shar-
ing agreement was signed, Ms. Hasina said she hoped the
Teesta issue would be resolved “soon”. Bangladesh Minister of
State for Foreign A�airs Shahriar Alam said the visit was
productive, and Bangladesh and India have an understand-
ing on even di�cult issues related to Rohingya refugees and
minority rights. 

What, according to you, are
the major outcomes of this
visit by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina?

� This visit is special, even
though we are quite frequent
visitors to each others capi-
tals. We have seven tangible
outcomes, seven memoran-
da of understanding (MoUs).
The Kushiyara water sharing
agreement is only the second
river water sharing agree-

ment in 25 years. This will
create a fresh enthusiasm for
the Teesta river agreement.
We understand the domestic
compulsions [with the West
Bengal Government]. But
what Prime Minister Hasina
said prior to departing Dha-
ka for Delhi is that she ex-
pects Delhi to do more, work
little harder. 

Apart from that, we have
other regional issues like the
Rohingya issue, where unfor-

tunately, it looks like there is
no immediate solution. We
hoped Myanmar would at
least honour its agreement
[to take back refugees]. But
unfortunately, there are re-
ports that there are fresh
problems in Rakhine State,
and things are looking worse
than in 2016 and 2017 [the
last big ethnic attacks]. 

The Indian government has
said it will deport more
Rohingya, and have already
sent back 12. So what exactly
did Prime Minister Hasina
ask Prime Minister Modi for,
given that she said India is a
big country and can help?

� What Prime Minister Hasi-
na meant by saying that was
that India has as good a rela-
tionship as, if not better
than, we have with [Myan-

mar], as well as with other
countries who are not sup-
porting Rohingya causes or
their safe repatriation... 

Are you disappointed that
India has not done more, in

terms of using its
relationship with the
Myanmar military to push
for the return of the
Rohingya?

� Well, we are only disap-
pointed that there is no re-
sult, even with countries
who have claimed to do
more. We actually set a date
and time for Rohingya to re-
turn voluntarily, but on that
particular day, no one
showed up to return [to
Myanmar] due to safety con-
cerns. We understand that
it’s a di�cult situation, a dif-
�cult country to deal with.

On the river agreements,
Prime Minister Hasina
mentioned the un�nished
Teesta agreement in her
opening comments. Has
there been any headway on

the Teesta agreement
during this visit or since
2011?

� As far as we are concerned,
unfortunately not. But it’s
not just about what we are
gaining from this particular
visit... At a time where there
is trouble everywhere, we
should focus on the positives
in our relationship: we have
restarted the Joint River
Commission (after 12 years),
very regular BGB-BSF [bor-
der] talks are taking place. 

People who criticise
should see the progress — out
of 54 shared rivers, we have
ticked the Ganga and now we
have ticked the Kushiyara.
Yes, it would have been nice
to tick Teesta as well. We
cannot possibly wait 25 years
for our third agreement to be
signed, we should be doing

two or three rivers in a year.
But so much else has moved
forward, on trade, on visa,
on people-to-people ties,
that it is wrong to claim that
the results from the visit are
not enough.

India has publicly spoken
about its concerns over the
attacks on Hindu minorities
in Bangladesh. Did Prime
Minister Hasina raise the
issue of minorities in India
as well, and in particular the
Citizenship Amendment
Act?

� We consider such issues as
our own internal issues as
the Citizenship Act is in In-
dia’s case [an internal mat-
ter]. We have been assured
and we believe that India will
not do anything that might
create a crisis for us, target-

ing Bangladesh or where Ban-
gladesh will be negatively
impacted.

I have not been asked
about [minority attacks] dur-
ing my visit here, and I would
say that the prompt action ta-
ken by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina should give enough
con�dence to the practition-
ers of all religions that Bangla-
desh is for everyone. It’s not
for any particular religion.
Some politicians from both
sides will go to a great length
and make comments public-
ly, which are not justi�ed,
and not fact-based, and they
do not help the greater cause
[of bilateral ties]. And Bangla-
desh has performed way bet-
ter than many other coun-
tries in the region when it
comes to minorities. 

(Full interview on
bit.ly/shahriaralam)

INTERVIEW | SHAHRIAR ALAM 

‘So much has moved forward, on trade, on visa, on people-to-people ties’
Bangladesh Minister of State for Foreign A�airs says Sheikh Hasina’s visit was productive on major aspects, rejects concerns over attacks on minorities 
Suhasini Haidar

<> Bangladesh has
performed way 

better than many other
countries in the region
when it comes to
minorities
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India maintained a studied
silence a day after the U.S.
announced a $450-million
package to re�t Pakistan’s
large F-16 �ghter �eet with
the latest technological ad-
vances. The announcement
from the U.S. State Depart-
ment came against the back-
drop of inter-sessional talks
that senior Indian and U.S.
o�cials, including Assistant
Secretary of State for South
and Central Asian A�airs Do-
nald Lu, held on Wednesday.

The External A�airs Mi-
nistry is yet to clarify if Mr.
Lu and his team had in-
formed the Indian side about
the announcement by the Bi-
den administration that will
add considerable lethality to
Pakistan Air Force, which
poses the biggest challenge
for India from west and
northwest.

“The proposed sale will
continue the sustainment of
Pakistan’s F-16 �eet, which
greatly improves Pakistan’s
ability to support counter-
terrorism operations
through its robust air-to-
ground capability. Pakistan
will have no di�culty ab-
sorbing these articles and
services into its armed forc-

es,” said the State Depart-
ment announcement. The
F16 �eet of Pakistan was last
seen in action against Indian
�ghter aircraft during dog-
�ghts over the skies of Kash-
mir in the aftermath of Bala-
kot strike by India in 2019.

Long diplomatic battle
Pakistan �rst received the
F-16 aircraft package from
the Ronald Reagan adminis-
tration in the 1980s despite
heavy objection from the Go-
vernment of India, which
cautioned that the aircraft
would be used against In-
dian targets. India’s objec-
tion was based on the �nd-
ings that Pakistan would arm
the F-16s with nuclear wea-
pons that it had procured in

a clandestine manner. Presi-
dent Reagan, however,
cleared the sale despite op-
position from certain mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress and
the CIA’s counter-prolifera-
tion wing.

In 1990, the U.S. cancelled
delivery of nearly 30 F-16 air-
craft to Pakistan after the
Pressler Amendment came
into e�ect. Nuclear tests by
India and Pakistan in 1998
further con�rmed Indian
concerns about the danger
posed by nuclear-armed air-
craft of Pakistan’s Air Force.

The U.S. has repeatedly
used the strategic aircraft as
a tool in its diplomatic rela-
tion with Pakistan. In 2001,
following the Al-Qaeda at-
tack on the World Trade

Center in New York, the U.S.
had released a package of $3
billion to re�t and supply
new F-16 aircraft to Pakistan.
With nearly 2,000 miles as
its range of operation, the
F-16 has obvious usage
against Pakistan’s primary
military rival — India. 

The subsequent �ndings
of widespread terrorist net-
work inside Pakistan and the
attacks against U.S. citizens
like Daniel Pearl could not
dent the decision taken by
the George W. Bush
administration.

A similar decision to sup-
ply F-16 aircraft was taken in
late 2015, when the Obama
administration was in nego-
tiation with the Pakistan-
backed Taliban leaders in ex-
ile for an exit strategy for the
U.S. forces from Afghanis-
tan. 

India had vehemently
protested against the sale of
F-16 �ghters to Pakistan.

The Biden administra-
tion’s decision to re�t Pakis-
tan’s F-16 aircraft �eet with
the latest weapons and elec-
tronic systems indicates that
despite the withdrawal from
Afghanistan, the U.S. will
continue to maintain strong
strategic commitment to the
armed forces of Pakistan.

U.S. to re�t Pak. F-16s; India silent
Announcement came amid talks between senior Indian and U.S. o�cials

Threat perception: Pakistan’s F-16 �eet was last seen in action
against Indian jets over Kashmir in 2019. * REUTERS

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI
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The European Central Bank
announced the largest rate
increase in its history Thurs-
day and said it would raise
rates again as it scrambles to
tame record in�ation.

Policymakers lifted the
ECB’s key rates by 75 basis
points, a leap matched only
by a technical move made in
1999 shortly after the cen-
tral bank’s founding.

Eurozone in�ation hit a
record 9.1% in August, as
steep increases in the price
of energy in the wake of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine
heaped pressure on house-
holds and businesses.

Consumer prices were
likely to continue to rise
quickly “for an extended pe-
riod”, the ECB said in a
statement, with its latest fo-

recasts expecting in�ation
to average 8.1% in 2022.

The step quickened the
ECB’s move away from a
“highly accommodative” le-
vel of policy rates to one
that would bring in�ation
back to its 2% target, it said.

The Frankfurt-based in-
stitution was on a “journey”
to raise interest rates and
tame in�ation, ECB Presi-
dent Christine Lagarde said
at a press conference.

ECB lifts rates by record
75 bps to �ght in�ation 
Central bank sees more rate increases
Agence France-Presse
Frankfurt

Christine Lagarde
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Wearing a hijab on the street
does not o�end public order,
but can schools not inter-
vene to maintain public or-
der if a student wears it to
school, the Supreme Court
asked on Thursday. 

To this, senior advocate
Devadatt Kamat, appearing
for Aishat Shifa, a student
from Karnataka who was
banned from entering her
classroom wearing a hijab,
said schools have no say in
deciding public order.

Maintaining public order
is the responsibility of the
State, Mr. Kamat contended.

“If I wear a headscarf and
someone is o�ended and
shouts slogans, the police
cannot turn to me and say
not to wear hijab. That will
be the heckler’s veto,” the se-
nior lawyer argued.

Mr. Kamat asked whether
the government can restrict
speech and expression of
honest beliefs and choices
merely on the possibility of a
violent reaction by hecklers.

“The State, instead of pro-
hibiting me, must ensure
conditions in which free-

doms must �ourish… Last
day the State Advocate Gen-
eral said the government or-
der on hijabs was issued af-
ter some students
demanded to wear orange
shawls… Is heckler’s veto
permitted?” he asked.

Mr. Kamat said the argu-
ment of Karnataka was “look
here, if we allow you to wear
hijab, some will want to wear
orange shawls”. 

“Wearing of orange
shawls is a belligerent dis-
play of religious jingoism…
‘You are wearing a head-
scarf, I will wear something
to show my identity. That Ar-
ticle 25 does not protect. It
protects an innocent display
of faith. Naamam, yes. Tila-
kam, yes. A rudraksham,

yes… Bona�de and innocent
display of faith is protected,”
the senior advocate argued.

Honest belief
He said it may also be a per-
son’s honest belief that wear-
ing a kada or naamam may
make him a better person.
“It is the State’s obligation to
protect my belief as long as it
does not violate public or-
der, health or morality,” Mr.
Kamat said, asking how a dis-
play of “honest belief” by
wearing hijab a�ects any of
the three criteria.

Mr. Kamat said every
practice may not be an es-
sential or core religious prac-
tice. “But that does not mean
the State can restrict it… I
can wear whatever I want,

even though it may not be
part of my essential religious
practice, as long as I do not
hamper public order, health
or morality,” he submitted.

“Just because other peo-
ple can get o�ended is not a
ground for prohibiting me
from wearing a hijab,” he
said. 

Advocate Nizam Pasha,
who argued next for the peti-
tioner students, said to make
a Muslim student choose
between education and the
hijab was a violation of Arti-
cle 19 (freedom of
expression).

The Bench asked whether
“all religions accept the
same God”. To this Mr. Pasha
replied that the Quran man-
dated respect towards other
religions.

He quoted the verse “O
you disbelievers, I do not
worship what you worship,
nor do you worship what I
worship. I will never worship
what you worship nor will
you ever worship what I wor-
ship. You have your way, I
have my way”. 

The court adjourned the
hearing to continue on Mon-
day at 2 p.m.

‘Heckler’s veto cannot be allowed’
State’s responsibility to protect belief if it does not violate public order: petitioner
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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A Constitution Bench led by
Chief Justice of India U.U.
Lalit on Thursday �nalised
three cardinal issues for exa-
mining whether the 103rd
Constitutional Amendment,
which provides 10% quota
to economically weaker sec-
tions (EWS) of society in go-
vernment jobs and educa-

tional institutions, violates
the Basic Structure of the
Constitution.

The �ve-judge Bench, al-
so comprising Justices S. Ra-
vindra Bhat, Dinesh Ma-
heshwari, S.B. Pardiwala
and Bela Trivedi, will start
hearing the arguments from
September 13.

SC �xes 3 key questions
for examining EWS quota
Krishnadas Rajagopal
New Delhi

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 12
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The court will examine
whether the amendment
breaches the Basic Struc-
ture by permitting the state
to make special provisions,
including reservation,
based on economic criteria;
whether it violates the Basic
Structure by allowing the
state to make special provi-
sions in relation to admis-
sions to private unaided in-
stitutions, and lastly,
whether the Basic Structure
is trampled upon by the
constitutional amendment
by excluding SEBC/OBC/SC/
ST communities from the
scope of the EWS quota.

The three issues for the
court’s examination were
forwarded by Attorney-Gen-
eral of India K.K. Venugopal.

Chief Justice Lalit said the
three questions of law
would form the foundation
of the court’s examination
and lawyers could expand
on them while arguing.

Legal scholar and advo-
cate G. Mohan Gopal com-
pared the case to a wa-
tershed moment similar to
the ADM Jabalpur (habeas
corpus) case.

“We are crossing a Rubi-
con and it is the ADM Jabal-
pur of social justice as it res-
tores the theory that one is
privileged by being born in
upper class and that being

born in the lower classes is a
disability,” he submitted.

Senior advocate P. Wilson
pointed out that the court
ought to examine whether
the EWS quota was in viola-
tion of the rule of equality
and non-discrimination,
and if the move to grant re-
servation to forward castes
(EWS or otherwise) was
simply impermissible.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, who
had prepared the draft is-
sues for the court which
were circulated among the
lawyers in the previous
hearing, said nearly 55 is-
sues were suggested by va-
rious parties, but an e�ort
was made to trim the ques-
tions of law for
consideration.

Mr. Venugopal said the
question of creamy layer
does not come in the eco-
nomically weaker sections
(EWS) quota as it was meant
to give quota bene�ts to the
poorest of the poor. 

The Chief Justice of India,
in the court’s order, said is-
sues suggested by the Attor-
ney-General encapsulated
the matter under considera-
tion. “We shall go ahead
with the hearing apropos
the �rst three issues suggest-
ed by the Attorney-Gener-
al,” the Bench said.

SC �xes key questions for
examining EWS quota
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday gave the govern-
ment three months to take
the lead and devise a policy
framework to open up ave-
nues of employment for
transgender persons, partic-
ularly in the civil aviation in-
dustry. The order was a fal-
lout of a petition �led by
Shanavi Ponnusamy, a
transgender person from
Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu,
whose dream of �ying high
as an airline cabin crew
member never took o�.

The court said the peti-
tioner’s case raised wider is-
sues about the formulation
of government policy to en-
sure the guarantee of non-
discrimination against
transgender people. 

A Bench of Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud and Hima
Kohli observed that the go-
vernment has to comply
with the enabling provisions
of the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act of
2019 in “letter and spirit”.

The court detailed specif-
ic provisions of the Act

which mandated that no
person or establishment,
whether government or
private, should discriminate
against a transgender per-
son in matters of employ-
ment, including recruit-
ment or promotion or in
any other related areas.

The court reminded the
Centre that it was obliged by
the Act to “secure full and
e�ective participation of
transgender persons and
their inclusion in society”.
“The enactment by the Par-
liament marks a watershed
in the evolution of the rights
of the transgender persons,”
the court emphasised.

The court ordered the
Department of Personnel
and Training and the Social
Justice Ministry to collabo-
rate with the National Coun-
cil for Transgender Persons,
a body constituted under
the Act, to consult stakehol-
ders and prepare a “consi-
dered” policy for the com-
munity’s welfare and rights
in the next three months.
The Centre has to guide
States and establishments
governed by the Act.

SC wants job policy for
transgenders in 3 months
‘Transpersons Act must be followed’
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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The world over, nine out of
10 countries have slipped in
their human development
performance due to multiple
crises such as COVID-19, the
war in Ukraine and environ-
mental challenges, indicat-
ing that human development
globally has stalled for the
�rst time in 32 years. 

Ranking of countries over
di�erent years is not com-
parable. A large contributor
to the HDI’s recent decline is
a global drop in life expec-
tancy, down from 72.8 years
in 2019 to 71.4 years in 2021. 

India’s HDI score of 0.633
places it in the medium hu-
man development category,
lower than its value of 0.645
in 2018, indicating a reversal
in progress. 

Like global trends, in In-
dia’s case, the drop in HDI
from 0.645 in 2018 to 0.633
in 2021 can be attributed to
falling life expectancy at
birth — 70.7 years to 67.2
years. India’s expected years

of schooling stand at 11.9
years, and the mean years of
schooling are at 6.7 years.
The GNI per capita level is
$6,590.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has also exacerbated gender
inequality, which increased
6.7% globally. India has, ho-
wever, shown a slight im-
provement in its Gender In-
equality Index value in the
latest report as compared to
the 2020 index (0.490 vs
0.493), after gender inequal-
ity worsened between 2019
and 2020 (0.486 vs 0.493).
The index measures inequal-
ity in achievement between
women and men in three di-
mensions — reproductive
health, empowerment and
the labour market.

The report notes that the
uncertainty due to multiple
global crises has fuelled sup-
port for polarisation in many
parts of the world which is
detrimental for democratic
freedom and human rights.

India ranks 132 in HDI 
as country’s score drops 
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In a barely veiled signal to
the RBI, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Thursday that monetary pol-
icy tools like interest rate in-
creases deployed by several
central banks would not suf-
�ce to cool in�ation and sug-
gested that the Reserve Bank
of India need not synchro-
nise its actions ‘as much’
with its counterparts in de-
veloped countries.

While monetary policy as
a solution for containing in-
�ation had been considered
‘sacrosanct’, the minister in-
dicated that growth needed
attention too, while coun-
tries that had been expo-
nents of the monetary policy
theory that only increasing
interest rates could rein in in-
�ation, had been totally inef-
fective in managing price

rise, Ms. Sitharaman said. 
“Why does one country in

that network have a 79% [in-
�ation] and why [does] some
country, which is the foun-
tainhead of such theory,
have the highest in�ation in
40 years,” she noted rhetori-
cally. “Why would other

members of that clique of na-
tions also [look] at 8%-9%
[in�ation],” she asked. 

India’s experience in han-
dling in�ation showed that
many di�erent factors need-
ed attention and while the
central bank and its instru-
ments like interest rates

form a ‘very critical part of
it’, they could not be the only
one, the minister observed.

“I say it with a sense of res-
ponsibility… yes, it is one of
the tools, but sometimes, for
instance in India, if you were
to leave the policy makers
and talk to people on the
ground, they would say, par-
ticularly in the situation we
are in now, where economic
growth would have to be un-
fettered,” she said. 

‘Not prescribing’
“The Reserve Bank will have
to synchronise somewhat,
may not be as much synchro-
nised as the other western
developed countries would
do. I am not prescribing or
giving a forward direction to
the RBI, let me be careful
here,” she said at a meet on
‘Taming In�ation’. 

“But... India’s solution to

handling the economy, part
of which is handling in�ation
also, is an exercise where the
�scal and monetary policy
have to work together. It
can’t be singularly left to mo-
netary policy which has
proved totally ine�ective in
many countries whose struc-
ture, whose economy’s pro-
�le forms the basis of mone-
tary policy theory to rivet
everything on interest rate
and say that’s the one and
only potent tool to manage
in�ation,” she asserted.

“India’s in�ation manage-
ment is an exercise of so ma-
ny di�erent activities, major-
ity of which are outside the
monetary policy in today’s
circumstances,” Ms. Sithara-
man said, stressing that such
an assertion from a country’s
Finance Minister would have
been considered ‘sacrile-
gious’ earlier. 

‘Monetary tools alone can’t tame in�ation’ 
Growth impulses also need to be ‘unfettered’ in current situation, says Finance Minister Sitharaman 
Vikas Dhoot
New Delhi

Indian recipe: If you talked to people on the ground, they
would stress the need for growth, says FM. * SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 
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Emphasising that it was un-
fair to blame the Centre for
higher price levels in some
States, Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman said
on Thursday that the States
that had not reduced fuel
taxes were recording in�a-
tion rates higher than the na-
tional average, and mooted a
Centre-State cooperation
mechanism to handle price
rise matters.

While the Centre had cut
petroleum taxes for consum-
ers recently on two occa-
sions in view of surging glo-
bal prices, Ms. Sitharaman
pointed out that several
States had not o�ered any re-
lief to residents who were
su�ering because of this. 

“Very recently, widely
available information in the
public domain shows how
in�ation has varied from
State to State. But the fact re-
mains, and I �nd, coinciden-
tally, and I am being careful

here…Coincidentally, in�a-
tion being higher than the
national-level in�ation in
States which have not re-
duced the fuel prices,” Ms.
Sitharaman said. 

“You might think I am

stating the obvious. But it es-
tablishes the fact that the
movement of foodgrains and
food-related items actually
have a bearing on the price
of these items, which ac-
count for a bulk of the Con-

sumer Price Index (CPI),”
Ms. Sitharaman said. 

While headline in�ation
has averaged 6.8% since Ja-
nuary 2022, 14 States as well
as three UTs, including Jam-
mu and Kashmir ( J&K), have
faced higher than the nation-
al in�ation, most of them av-
eraging over 7%, as per an
analysis of States’ in�ation
trends by The Hindu. 

Consumers in Telangana
(8.32%), West Bengal (8.06%)
and Sikkim have been the
most a�ected with 8%-plus
in�ation, followed by Maha-
rashtra and Haryana (7.7%),
Madhya Pradesh (7.52%), As-
sam (7.37%), Uttar Pradesh
(7.27%), and Gujarat and
J&K, both of which have aver-
aged 7.2%. 

“The in�ation that pre-
vails in di�erent parts of the
country, despite the GST and
despite creation of one mar-
ket and despite removing the
toll taxes and freeing move-
ment of goods, vary from
State to State,” Ms. Sithara-

man said. 
“Now if States and their

in�ation will also have to be
attributed to the Govern-
ment of India, then we will
have to have a way in which
we work together to handle
in�ationary matters with
Centre and State co-opera-
tion,” she said.

Drawing an analogy with
the debate over the devolu-
tion of taxable revenues
where some States argue
that they get an unfair share
of revenues compared to
what they contribute to the
economy, she said a similar
approach is needed to eval-
uate States’ handling of in�a-
tion. “It cannot be that in�a-
tion is handled only by the
Centre, and when States
don’t take enough steps, that
part of India su�ers for want
of a release from the stress of
in�ation… there are enough
justi�cation to have an un-
derstanding of how States
manage handling their in�a-
tion,” Ms. Sitharaman said. 

Nirmala links in�ation, State fuel taxes
Finance Minister says States that have not reduced the levies clock higher levels than national average 

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI 
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A day after the Union Cabi-
net approved revised policy
on long term leasing of Rail-
ways Land and plans to de-
velop 300 Gati Shakti Cargo
Terminals, Railways Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday said the move will
help the national transpor-
ter garner a larger share in
freight transport, thereby
increasing its revenues.

After the launch of the
‘Gati Shakti Multi-Modal
Cargo Terminal (GCT)’ poli-
cy last December, the go-
vernment has received a ve-
ry good response from the
industry, he noted. 

“The target of 300 termi-
nals is a very achievable tar-
get. We already have 150
�rm proposals — about 93
applications have been re-
ceived to build terminals
and about 65 entities have
expressed their interest,”
the Minister said.

A senior Railways o�cial
added that Indian Railways
expects incremental reve-
nues of at least ₹30,000
crore per annum from
freight services after the de-
velopment of 300 ‘Gati
shakti Cargo Terminals’ ov-
er the next �ve years. Addi-
tionally, the setting up of
these terminals is expected
to generate direct employ-
ment for 30,000 people

Meanwhile, the Minister

also clari�ed that there will
be no change in policy for
existing terminal holders,
including PSUs such as CON-
CUR, Food Corporation of
India, COAL India Ltd and
Steel Authority of India. 

“We don’t want any fa-
vourable or unfavourable
treatment. The new players
will come through a tran-
sparent bidding process,”
he shared.

He, however, added that
once the lease ends, the ex-
isting players will have the
option to switch to the new
policy via the bidding
process.

The Minister also stressed
that the role of Railways is
crucial to bring down the lo-
gistics cost of the country,
which is about 13-14% of the
GDP presently, and success
in this aspect will help make
India a more competitive
market.

300 new cargo terminals
to boost Railways revenue
Govt. pegs it at ₹30,000 crore a year
Yuthika Bhargava
NEW DELHI

About 93 applications have
been received to build
terminals, says Minister.
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The Assam Police on Thurs-
day seized 39 exotic animals
from two Delhi-registered
SUVs that travelled from the
Mizoram-Myanmar border
and were bound for Siliguri
in northern West Bengal.

This was the biggest sei-
zure of smuggled exotic ani-
mals in Assam. Two joeys or
baby wallabies, 19 chimpan-
zees and monkeys, 13 small
turtles, three large tortoises
and two exotic birds were
seized. 

“The Rangiya Police inter-
cepted the vehicles following
a tip-o� and arrested two pe-
ople after �nding the rare
animals packed in cages. The
two said they travelled from
the Mizoram-Myanmar bor-
der and were heading for Si-

liguri for delivering the con-
signment,” Hitesh Chandra
Roy, the Superintendent of
Police of Kamrup district,
told The Hindu.

Sunnydeo Chaudhary, the
Divisional Forest O�cer of
North Kamrup division, said
the two arrested persons —
identi�ed as Raghu from

Theni district and Karthik
from Villupuram district of
Tamil Nadu — were being in-
terrogated for information
about others involved in the
animal-tra�cking trade. 

“The animals have been
taken to the Assam State Zoo
where their health condition
would be assessed and the

species identi�ed,” he said.

North Bengal hub?
Assam forest o�cials said
Myanmar, despite the civil
war, has been the source of
most exotic animals smug-
gled into Northeast India
and elsewhere in the coun-
try with northern West Ben-
gal becoming a hub of this il-
legal trade. 

“There seems to be a
craze for keeping exotic ani-
mals as pets, which is fuell-
ing the animal tra�cking
racket. But the biggest worry
is that these animals, unlike
those exchanged by zoos,
come in without health
screening, thus posing the
risk of spreading diseases,”
Bibhab Talukdar of the As-
sam-based green group Aa-
ranyak said.

39 exotic animals seized in Assam 
Two persons from T.N. arrested for alleged bid to smuggle animals into Bengal

Baby wallabies, chimpanzees, monkeys and tortoises were
among the animals seized on Mizoram-Myanmar border. * AP 

Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI
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The Supreme Court has said
the problem of storing spent
nuclear fuel from the Ku-
dankulam nuclear power
plant has to be “worked
out”, possibly with the help
of experts from the Atomic
Energy Regulatory Board
(AERB) and o�cials at the
highest level in the Tamil
Nadu government, while
prima facie disagreeing with
the petitioners’ idea of shut-
ting down the nuclear plant
through a judicial order as
an “extraordinary
measure”.

A Bench, led by Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud, asked Ta-
mil Nadu, represented by se-
nior advocate V. Giri and ad-
vocate Joseph Aristotle, to
come clear on the time sche-
dule for the completion of
public hearings by the State
regarding the construction
of an Away From Reactor
(AFR) facility at the Kudan-
kulam plant.

The court also gave the
AERB, represented by Addi-
tional Solicitor General Vik-
ramjit Banerjee, two weeks'
time to �le an a�davit on is-
sues including the storage of

spent nuclear fuel from the
plant without posing a ha-
zard to the public.

“The concern of the pu-
blic about the existence of
spent nuclear fuel has to be
understood,” the Bench
said, addressing the Nuclear
Power Corporation of India
Ltd. (NPCIL).

The NPCIL had sought an
extension till July 2026 for
the construction of the AFR
facility. In 2018, the court
had given the Corporation
time till April 30, 2022.

“The AFR repository was
supposed to be built in �ve
years' time, but this has not
been done. In 2013, the Su-
preme Court had granted
�ve years’ time to the
NPCIL, till July 2018. In
2018, the court gave an ex-
tension till 2022 and said
this was the �nal extension
of time to create the AFR
storage. Now, they are again
asking for an extension. If
they continue to store spent
nuclear fuel, they risk a ca-
tastrophe greater than Fu-
kushima, and one which
may a�ect the whole of
south India,” advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appear-
ing for the petitioner, said.

Plea sought shutdown of nuclear plant 
Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI

‘Spent N-fuel storage
should be worked out’
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Over the years, there has been a rag-
ing debate over the need for chil-
dren to have their mother tongue as
the medium of instruction in
schools. While educationists have
emphasised the importance of
learning in the mother tongue to en-
hance a child’s learning and over-
come glaring inequities, there has
been an equally steady demand for
English-medium schools in several
States. In a discussion moderated
by S. Poorvaja, V. Vasanthi Devi
and Anita Rampal explain why and
how the language policy can be reo-
riented. Edited excerpts:

The National Education Policy
(NEP), 2020 says the home
language, mother tongue, local
language, or regional language
wherever possible should be
the medium of instruction until
at least Grade 5, but preferably
till Grade 8. What are your
thoughts on this?

Vasanthi Devi: The only compo-
nent of the NEP I approve of is this
meek suggestion that the mother
tongue of the child should be the
medium of learning. I call it meek
because there seems to be no will to
enforce it. This is in the context of
the NEP’s overall philosophy of the
privatisation of education and mar-
ketisation with no regulatory con-
trol to the state. I think there is an al-
most-complete consensus among
educationists, linguistic experts and
psychologists that the mother ton-
gue, or the language of the region
where the child lives, is the only ap-
propriate language of learning for
the child. A child can be taught any
number of languages, particularly
later in life, but the medium of
learning should be the mother ton-
gue. A number of classrooms today
are stalked by the curse of incom-
prehension. There are a growing
number of schools, mostly private,
that teach in English. Government
schools too in States like Tamil Na-
du, unable to bear the pressure
from parents and to stop students
from migrating to private schools,
are switching to English medium.

Anita Rampal: I have been saying
for a long time that we don’t have a
language policy. We take ad hoc de-
cisions. The three-language formula
also doesn’t look too much at the

pedagogical aspects. It’s important
to have a well understood, pedagog-
ically considered language policy.

I also �nd the NEP problematic
and cannot endorse most of its
thrust. But I want to specify that the
regional language itself can be pro-
blematic. The mother tongue, home
language or the �rst language edu-
cationally means the language
which the child is using to connect
to the world, to people, to nature, to
the environment, and to make
sense of everything that’s going on.
This is the language which helps the
child to build, grow and develop in
every way. Children may learn to
speak if they are immersed in a cer-
tain environment, or they are com-
municating with friends. But read-
ing and writing are di�erent from
learning to speak, understand, lis-
ten, or think in, and the �rst lan-
guage they learn to read and write
in is critical. These aspects of child
development are important to un-
derstand pedagogically.

If we have to talk of learning to
read and write, the �rst language
should be the language of the home,
the language in which the child is
communicating and interacting
with the world around her. A lot of
research across the world indicates
this. As Prof. Vasanthi said, it’s the
language of learning, not the medi-
um of instruction. We don’t want
any classroom to be based on in-
struction, which is a very didactic,
authoritative term; it should instead
be interactive, and a transaction.

In many places in our country,
there are bilingual and multilingual
classrooms. In Jharkhand, the state
might say Hindi is the language, but
50%-60% of children don’t speak
the language. We must look at the
�rst language or the languages
which children bring to the class-
room, their �rst languages, and that
is how we design, develop an inte-
raction. The pedagogy is very di�e-
rent for the �rst language as com-
pared to the second language. Our
system, however, treats language as
a subject. This is a tragedy. We have
to understand that teachers will also
use di�erent pedagogies when they
are dealing with a second language
or a third language, when we come
to English. But this is often a politi-
cal decision. And all our States are
taking these decisions, violating
what should be the right of a child.

Prof. Vasanthi, you mentioned
Tamil Nadu speci�cally and the
switch that is happening to
English-medium schools. Could
you elaborate on this?

VD: I will talk about not only Tamil
Nadu, but English becoming the me-
dium of learning all over the coun-
try. Tamil Nadu was one of the ear-
liest States to start English-medium
learning in a very big way. English-
medium education is a profound
tragedy in Indian education today.
Millions are languishing because of
their inability to learn in English —
not English as a language but as a
medium through which they ac-
quire any knowledge of any subject.
English is their dream and their des-
pair. And these are children who be-
long to the vast majority of the In-
dian population except those at the
very top of the class and caste social
pyramid. It is only for those who are
at the top that English has become
almost a home language.

Why is this happening? India has
constructed an education system
that is among the most exclusionary
in the world. The impulse behind
this is excluding the vast majority
from all opportunities except the
lowest and the least-paying jobs. Ev-
ery component of education is craft-
ed for ful�lling this class purpose.

I’m not saying that 80% of the In-
dian population must be denied ac-
cess to a global language that will
open up opportunities. I’m only op-
posing English as the medium. But
as a second language, English must
be taught e�ectively, and that is the
way the entire non-English speaking
world is also learning it today. And
that is the way, it was taught in India
till the 1980s and 1990s.

AR: There are political forces, espe-
cially Dalit groups, who insist that
English has been the language of lib-
eration for them. They look at it like
that because of the denial and the

deprivation of Dalits in the educa-
tion system, and that’s important to
acknowledge. The pedagogical as-
pect of a child learning a second lan-
guage is much better if the pro�-
ciency and con�dence in the �rst
language is established in the �rst
four-�ve years. The �rst language is
the language that you speak and
think in, and if you learn to read and
write and understand the world
through that language, that is what
gives you the pro�ciency and con�-
dence to be able to read and write a
second language which can be the
state language, and a third language
which should be English. Our focus
should be on children’s learning.
But we need a lot of public opinion
to be shaped and negotiated with.

VD: Public opinion is important. If
you ask a poor mother from a dis-
tant village, she will want English as
the medium. How did this opinion
build up? This is the clue to why
there is such a craze for English as
the medium of learning among
those who can never succeed in En-
glish as the medium. This is a reason
why the Tamil Nadu government
has introduced English as the medi-
um of learning in many government
schools. In our society, whatever
has bene�ted the upper class and
castes is taken as the path through
which they also advance.

AR: In Kerala, they acknowledged
that the classicised Malayalam that
was being used in classrooms was
not every child’s Malayalam, and
the language in northern Kerala is
di�erent from that of the south. So,
they changed the language curricu-

lum, making it more inclusive for all
children. This happened with Hindi
when we were working in Madhya
Pradesh too. It was a Sanskritised
Hindi. What happens with English is
also what happens with a given
State language where it sometimes
excludes a large majority of chil-
dren. This happens in any language
we use because of how it comes o�
the upper class and castes.

Prof. Rampal, in what way can
we create an enabling
environment in classrooms
where students come from
diverse backgrounds?

AR: We don’t use the word dialects,
they are all languages for us, be-
cause there is a positioning and a
politics of language. Firstly, multi-
lingualism gives equal status to all
languages and there’s enough work,
history and research on this. Se-
cond, children come from di�erent
backgrounds, and in some cases,
they are �rst-generation learners
with not much support at home.
The multilingual approach thus, is
much more �exible, closer to the
child, and inclusive. It is democrat-
ic, and it accepts that the teacher is
not coming from a place of authori-
ty and is only correcting spellings
and pronunciations. In fact, when
we look at children learning English
in other countries, their spelling is
never corrected, they are initially
encouraged to intuitively think out
their own spellings. The teachers
say to the children there is someth-
ing strange about our language.
They put the onus on the language,
not on the child. This way, the child
is told that it is not something that
has been imposed on you. There are
norms, and we don’t have to go
about it in a structuralist way. We
don’t insist on grammar coming
�rst, and expression later, and these
are the ways and pedagogies which
can be used in our classes.

What do you think about how
learning outcomes are
measured in India?

AR: The words ‘learning outcomes’
are a denial of children’s rights, be-
cause the NEP too says that it will
not focus on inputs and only on out-
comes. That is not an inclusive way
of looking at learning because
you’re measuring only what the
child is giving you and not how the
child has learned or what kind of en-
vironment the child was provided to

learn in. There are better ways in
which you’re not forcing them into
standardised methods of assessing,
but you’re encouraging them to
construct their thinking and ex-
press themselves.

When students who study their
mother tongue come to college,
how do you see their ability to
learn other languages and their
cognitive abilities?

AR: When a student, for instance,
learns in Hindi and then transitions
into English, the way they express
themselves is di�erent from a child
who may be from an elite English-
medium school. In class 7, children
who had studied their mother ton-
gue Hindi and had just started learn-
ing English for the last two years
wrote much better English and had
very good Hindi too. When we say
good, it is that their ideas were rich,
nuanced and original. When stu-
dents from Hindi medium schools
come to the University, it is our res-
ponsibility to get them good mate-
rial so that they don’t bank on terri-
ble coaching guides. When they had
gained con�dence, I observed that
they wrote beautifully, with much
better observations and analyses
than even some of my English-medi-
um students who had studied only
in English right from the beginning.
Even at the university level, we can
see the di�erence in their thoughts
and expressions. Hindi medium stu-
dents must be given special support
and communication sessions where
they can gain con�dence in English.

VD: The transition for students who
have come into English-medium in-
stitutions after high school can be
done well if English is taught as a se-
cond language e�ectively, maybe
from class 6. Teaching a language as
a second language is di�erent from
teaching in that language as a medi-
um. So, our teachers will have to go
through a very di�erent process of
teacher education. A considerable
amount of investment will need to
be done for this. It is a myth that this
transition into English-medium
learning in higher education will be
hard for students, as it is being done
well the world over, and was even
done by people of my generation.

This myth must be broken that
our education system is class and
caste neutral. A powerful political
movement will have to take place to
make the language of learning a
choice that is made democratically.

Should the mother tongue or English be the medium of instruction? 
English should be taught e�ectively not as the
medium, but as a second language 

V. Vasanthi Devi
is an educationist
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Chancellor of the
Manonmaniam
Sundaranar
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Education, Delhi
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learning to read and write,
the �rst language should be
the language of the home.
A lot of research across the
world indicates this.

Anita Rampal
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India and China on Thursday
announced that their Armies
have begun to disengage
from Patrolling Point-15 in
the Gogra-Hotsprings area of
eastern Ladakh, marking a
step forward towards ending
the stand-o� ongoing since
May 2020.

The move comes ahead of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit
in Uzbekistan next week, in
which Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping are expected
to participate. However,
neither side has, so far, con-
�rmed if the two leaders
would hold bilateral talks on
the sidelines of the summit.
The leaders have not spoken
to each other since a Novem-
ber 2019 meeting during the
BRICS Summit in Brasilia
and the beginning of the
stand-o� in April 2020.

“On September 08, 2022,
according to the consensus
reached in the 16th round of
India China Corps Comman-
der Level Meeting, the In-
dian and Chinese troops in
the area of Gogra-Hotsprings
(PP-15) have begun to disen-
gage in a coordinated and
planned way, which is con-
ducive to the peace and tran-
quillity in the border areas,”
the two sides said in a joint
statement issued on Thurs-

day. The consensus was
reached at the Corps Com-
mander level and the ground
commanders on both sides
had worked out the modali-
ties which were now being
implemented, a defence o�-
cial said. 

The disengagement began
on Thursday morning and
was under way, the o�cial
said, adding that further de-
tails on the modalities were
being awaited.

The 16th round of talks
was held on July 17 at the
Chushul border personnel
meeting point on the Indian
side.

As per the understanding
reached earlier on disen-
gagement, a bu�er zone is to

be created at the friction
points once troops are with-
drawn by both sides and
new patrolling norms are to
be worked out after com-
plete disengagement and
de-escalation.

16 round of talks
Since the stand-o� began in
May 2020, the two sides
have so far held 16 rounds of
talks, with disengagement
undertaken from both sides
of Pangong Tso in February
2021, and from PP-17 in the
Gogra-Hotsprings area in Au-
gust, in addition to Galwan
in 2020 after the violent
clash. The friction points
that remain now are Dem-
chok and Depsang, which

China has constantly refused
to accept, maintaining that
they are not a part of the cur-
rent stand-o�. 

India will continue to
press for complete disen-
gagement and de-escalation
from all the friction areas
and the Corps Commander-
level talks would continue,
o�cials stated.

Earlier, both sides had un-
dertaken partial disengage-
ment from PP15 and 17A in
July 2020 after disengage-
ment from PP14 in Galwan,
but the process was stalled
after the aggressive actions
on the south Bank of Pan-
gong Tso in August 2020.

India, China troops disengage 
at LAC friction point in Ladakh
Pullback begins from Patrolling Point-15 in the Gogra-Hotsprings area
Dinakar Peri
New Delhi

Con�ict zone: An Army convoy carrying military material on its way to Ladakh amid the
stand-o� with China, in this �le photo. * PTI

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 12
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Shortly after the 15th round
of talks in March, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi vi-
sited India, while he and Fo-
reign Minister S. Jaishankar
met in July on the sidelines
of the G20 Foreign Ministers
meeting in Bali, Indonesia,

where they discussed the
situation along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC). 

India has constantly stat-
ed that the relationship can-
not go back to normal as
long as the stando� conti-
nues. 

India, China troops
disengage at LAC
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The Government of India is
ready to incorporate the
Yehzabo, the Naga Constitu-
tion, into the Indian Consti-
tution and has agreed for a
civil and cultural �ag for the
Nagas, a senior government
o�cial said on Thursday. 

A Naga delegation com-
prising Chief Minister Nei-
phiu Rio and Deputy Chief
Minister Y. Patton are in Del-
hi to hold talks with A.K.
Mishra, former Special Di-
rector with the Intelligence
Bureau.

“The Yehzabo will be in-
corporated into the Indian
Constitution by presenting a
Bill in Parliament. As far as
�ag is concerned, it will only
be used for civil and cultural
functions, but not in any go-
vernment function,” the o�-
cial said. 

When contacted, Mr. Pat-
ton, who represents the BJP
in the 60-member Opposi-
tion-less Nagaland Assemb-
ly, said that the Naga issue
should be resolved before
the Assembly election due in
March 2023. 

“The Centre is clear that
there cannot be two Consti-
tutions and two �ags in the
country. The NSCN-IM is
stuck on the demand for a
separate �ag and constitu-
tion,” Mr. Patton said. 

Persistent demand
The Centre is engaged in dis-
cussions with the Isak-Mui-
vah faction of the National
Socialist Council of Naga-
land (NSCN-IM) and seven
Naga National Political
Groups (NNPGs) to �nd a so-
lution to the Naga political
issue. The Isak-Muivah fac-
tion, the key player in the
Naga peace talks, has been
demanding a separate Con-

stitution and a separate �ag
for the Nagas. 

The NSCN-IM also de-
mands creation of ‘Greater
Nagaland’ or Nagalim by in-
tegrating Naga-dominated
areas in neighbouring As-
sam, Manipur and Aruna-
chal Pradesh and uniting 1.2
million Nagas. 

More than hundred
rounds of talks spanning ov-
er two decades have taken
place so far. 

On August 3, 2015, a year
after the Narendra Modi-led
BJP government came to
power, the NSCN(I-M) group
signed a framework agree-
ment in the presence of the
Prime Minister. Mr. Patton
met President Droupadi
Murmu on Wednesday and
explained the progress
made in the talks. 

“There is no question of
integration of Naga-inhabit-
ed areas in other States with
the existing State of Naga-
land. It has been ruled out
by GOI,” Mr. Patton said. 

“If a �nal agreement is
signed before the election,
an interim government may
be in place,” he said.

Naga team continues
talks on Constitution
Naga CM, deputy CM in Delhi for discussions with Centre
Vijaita Singh
New Delhi

Neiphiu Rao
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Britain’s longest-reigning
monarch, Queen Elizabeth
II, died on Thursday at the
age of 96. Her death at her
Scottish estate, Balmoral
Castle, was announced by
Buckingham Palace shortly
after 6 p.m. on Thursday. 

“The Queen died peace-
fully at Balmoral this after-
noon,” a statement from the
palace said. “The King and
The Queen Consort will re-
main at Balmoral this even-
ing and will return to Lon-
don tomorrow,” it read,
referring to the former
Prince of Wales, Prince
Charles and the Duchess of
Cornwall, Camilla. 

Just on Tuesday the

Queen had ceremonially ap-
pointed the country’s 56th
Prime Minister, Liz Truss —
the 15th during her reign. 

On Thursday morning,
the palace said the Queen

had been placed under
“medical supervision” at her
Balmoral Castle. 

Longest-reigning monarch
of U.K., Elizabeth II, dead
Charles III takes over, says she was a ‘cherished’ queen 
Sriram Lakshman
London

MORE REPORTS ON � PAGE 15
CONTINUED ON � PAGE 12

QUEEN ELIZABETH II: 1926-2022
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Many members of her large
immediate family, including
several children and grand-
children, had gathered by
Thursday afternoon at Bal-
moral. 

Pictures of the Queen,
standing with the help of a
cane and shaking hands
with the new Prime Minis-
ter, Ms. Truss, were released
on Tuesday. 

The Queen usually ap-
points the elected head of
government at Buckingham
Palace in London but owing
to “mobility” issues, had cut
back on events this year. 

The Queen was known to
have stuck to her constitu-
tional role, and while main-
taining a deep interest in
politics (such as through
regular audiences with her
prime ministers), had a rep-
utation for maintaining pol-
itical neutrality during the
70-plus years on the throne.

Britain’s new king will be

formally known as Charles
III, his Clarence House resi-
dence con�rmed on Thurs-
day, after suggestions that
Queen Elizabeth II’s heir
might have taken a di�erent
regnal name. 

Charles III’s eldest son
William inherits the duchy
of Cornwall in addition to
his current title of Duke of
Cambridge.

Charles III said Queen El-
izabeth II was a “cherished
sovereign and a much-loved
mother” who would be mis-
sed around the world. 

Her death was “a mo-
ment of the greatest sadness
for me and all members of
my family”, Charles III said
in a statement. 

“I know her loss will be
deeply felt throughout the
country, the Realms and the
Commonwealth, and by
countless people around
the world.”

(With inputs from AFP)

Longest-reigning
monarch of U.K. dies
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Rajpath, which was a “sym-
bol of slavery”, has been
erased forever, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on
Thursday while inaugurat-
ing the redeveloped two-ki-
lometre stretch from India
Gate to Rashtrapati Bhavan
that was renamed Kartavya
Path. Mr. Modi also unveiled
a statue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose under the ca-
nopy at India Gate that dur-
ing British rule had a statue
of King George V.

Addressing the gathering,
Mr. Modi said: “Today, we
are �lling the picture of to-
morrow with new colours,
leaving behind the past. To-
day, this new aura is visible
everywhere, it is the aura of
con�dence of new India.
Kingsway, that is, Rajpath,
the symbol of slavery, has
become a matter of history
from today and has been
erased forever. Today, a new
history has been created in
the form of ‘Kartavya Path’.
I congratulate all the coun-
trymen for their freedom
from yet another identity of
slavery, in this Amrit Kaal of
Independence.”

The iconic stretch had
been closed to the public
since January 2021 for rede-
velopment works as part of
the larger Central Vista re-
vamp. The ₹477-crore pro-
ject is the �rst of the Central

Vista works to be completed
and opened to the public.

Speaking about the 28-
foot granite statue of Bose,
Mr. Modi said: “At the time
of slavery, there was a statue
of the representative of the
British Raj. Today, the coun-
try has also brought to life a
modern, strong India by es-
tablishing the statue of Neta-
ji at the same place.”

Remembering Netaji
Mr. Modi said “Subhas ba-
bu” was proud of India’s
heritage, while wanting to
make India modern. He said
if India had followed his
path after Independence,
the country would have
been at great heights today.
“But unfortunately, this
great hero of ours was for-
gotten after Independence.
His ideas, even the symbols
associated with them, were
ignored,” he said. 

“Today when the Rajpath
ceases to exist and has be-
come a Kartavya Path; today
when the statue of Netaji
has replaced the mark of the
statue of George V, then this
is not the �rst example of
the abandonment of slavery
mentality. This is neither
the beginning nor the end.
It is a continuous journey of
determination till the goal of
freedom of mind and spirit
is achieved,” Mr. Modi said. 

Modi inaugurates Kartavya Path
Damini Nath
NEW DELHI

Pride of place: Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the
inauguration of the Kartavya Path as part of the revamped
Central Vista in New Delhi on Thursday. * SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

SEE ALSO � PAGES 2 & 12 

Rajpath, a symbol of
slavery, erased: PM 



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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