


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.



CONTENTS

GSP 02 C News – Eurozone to coordinate �scal, monetary policy on in�ation

GSP 02 E News – SC takes up pleas against Places of Worship Act

GSP 02 G News - Centre bans export of broken rice due to domestic demand

GSP 02 T News - Make anti-TB campaign a mass movement President

GSP 03 A Editorials – Staying the course

GSP 03 A News – FM tasks RBI to ‘whitelist’ legal loan apps to protect borrowers

GSP 03 M News - Army in Arunachal Pradesh receives modern artillery

GSP 03 M News - Vande Bharat production to begin in Oct. Minister

GSP 03 Q News – The stark reasons why Bengaluru is sinking

GSP 03 U News - India, China to take up remaining LAC issues Part I

GSP 03 U News - India, China to take up remaining LAC issues Part II



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

Euro zone �nance ministers
agreed on Friday to act to-
gether to protect house-
holds and companies from
soaring energy prices, coor-
dinating their support poli-
cies with the European Cen-
tral Bank to avoid adding to
in�ationary pressures.

The ministers from the 19
euro area nations agreed
support should focus on pro-
viding money to help people
and industry cope but that
this should be regarded as
an emergency step and be
carefully targeted.

“We acknowledge and we
agree that we must reduce
in�ation,” the chairman of
euro zone �nance ministers

Paschal Donohoe told a
news conference. “Failure to
do so will make the people
of Europe, poorer for lon-
ger,” he said.

France, Germany and
others have announced mul-
tibillion-euro packages to
help business and consum-

ers cope with soaring in�a-
tion. The Bruegel think-tank
estimates EU government
support has already reached
€282 billion. But the support
itself can fuel in�ation,
creating a vicious circle.

“Our interventions will be
coordinated with the mone-
tary policy... we will make all
e�orts to avoid adding to the
in�ationary pressure to
which the ECB and we as �-
nance ministers are res-
ponding,” Mr. Donohoe said.

Asked how the ministers
would reconcile pumping
more money into the econo-
my while avoiding adding to
in�ation, Mr. Donohoe said
the answer was in the scale
and design of steps, but that
it was a complex challenge.

Eurozone to coordinate �scal,
monetary policy on in�ation 
Aim is to avoid spurring prices via steps to support families

Reuters
PRAGUE

Paschal Donohoe * REUTERS
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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day set the ball rolling on a
series of petitions challeng-
ing the validity of the Places
of Worship Act of 1991, a par-
liamentary law that protects
the identity and character of
religious places as on August
15, 1947.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India U.U. Lalit said
the petitions would be listed
before an appropriate three-
judge Bench of the apex
court, which may consider
the possibility of referring
the challenge to the 1991 law
to a Constitution Bench of
�ve judges.

“Let the three judges con-
sider and then only the Con-
stitution Bench,” Chief Jus-
tice said, posting the case on
October 11.

Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, for the Centre,
agreed to �le a response in
two weeks.

A slew of petitions has
been �led against the Act,
contending it has illegally
�xed a retrospective cut-o�

date (August 15, 1947), ille-
gally barring Hindus, Jains,
Buddhists and Sikhs from
approaching courts to “re-
claim” their places of wor-
ship which were “invaded”
and “encroached” upon by
“fundamentalist barbaric
invaders”.

The main objective of
these petitions is to set right
a “historical wrong”.

The court’s readiness to
test the law is signi�cant
considering the recent hap-
penings in courts in Delhi,
Varanasi, Mathura and the

Supreme Court that test the
protective grip and probe
the boundaries of The Places
of Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act of 1991.

In the hearing, advocate
Vishnu Jain, for Vishwa Bha-
dra Pujari Purohit Maha-
sangh, said the judicial re-
view of a law cannot be
taken away.

Mr. Jain quoted the Miner-
va Mills judgment of the
apex court, which held that
taking away the power of
judicial review would “make
a mockery of the distribu-
tion of legislative powers
between the Union and the
States and render the funda-
mental rights meaningless
and futile”.

Advocate Ejaz Maqbool,
for Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind,
countered that the Places of
Worship Act is a Central le-
gislation and has already a
“presumption of constitu-
tionality” attached to it. He
referred to the Constitution
Bench’s observations in
Ramjanmabhoomi judg-
ment, which upheld the
Act’s validity and necessity.

SC takes up pleas against
Places of Worship Act 
Court asks Centre to �le response within two weeks
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The petitions would be listed
before a three-judge Bench,
said the CJI. * GETTY IMAGES 
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The Centre has banned the
export of broken rice, most-
ly used as animal feed and as
a component for ethanol
production, in view of the
domestic demand and the
production scenario of rice. 

The export of broken rice
rose by 4,178% during April
to August from the �gure
during the corresponding
period in 2019. 

India exports broken rice
mainly to China, Senegal,
Vietnam, Djibouti and Indo-
nesia. It exported about 21.31
lakh tonne of broken rice in
the past �ve months.

Justifying the reason to
ban export, Sudhanshu Pan-
dey, Secretary, Department
of Food and Public Distribu-
tion, said on Friday that the
move would ensure adeq-
uate availability of broken
rice for the domestic poultry
industry and for other ani-

mal feedstock and for pro-
ducing ethanol under the
ethanol blending pro-
gramme. 

Mr. Pandey said the coun-
try was likely to witness a
shortfall of about 6% in area
and production of paddy
during the ongoing kharif
season. 

“The �nal area for kharif
in 2021 was 403.58 lakh hec-
tares. So far, an area of
325.39 lakh hectares has

been covered. In domestic
production, 60 to 70 lakh
tonnes estimated produc-
tion loss is anticipated but
due to good monsoon rain in
some pockets, the produc-
tion loss may reduce to 40 to
50 tonnes. However, this
would be at par with last
year’s production,” Mr. Pan-
dey said.

“There has been a rise in
global demand for broken
rice due to geo-political sce-

nario which has impacted
price movement of com-
modities. The export of bro-
ken rice has increased by 43
times in the past four years,”
he said, adding that about
21.31 lakh tonnes of broken
rice was exported during
April-August compared with
just 0.41 lakh tonne in the
corresponding period in
2018-19.

He said in the current eth-
anol season year, against the
contracted quantity of 36
crore litres, only 16.36 crore
litres had been supplied by
distilleries due to low availa-
bility of broken rice. Also,
domestic price of broken
rice, which was ₹16 per kg in
the open market, had in-
creased to ₹22 per kg be-
cause of higher international
prices.

Mr. Pandey said the dom-
estic prices of rice were also
showing increasing trend-
ing.

Centre bans export of broken
rice due to domestic demand 
Rice production may fall due to a drop in paddy sowing area this kharif season
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

On the rise: The domestic price of rice increased to ₹22 per kg
because of higher international prices. * BASHKARAN N
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President Droupadi Murmu
virtually launched the Prad-
han Mantri TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan on Friday. 

Speaking on the occasion,
the President said it was the
duty of all citizens to give
high priority to the anti-tu-
berculosis campaign and
make it a mass movement. 

Tuberculosis caused the
largest number of deaths
among all other infectious
diseases in the country. In-
dia has a little less than 20%
of the world’s population,
but has more than 25% of
the total TB patients of the
world. “This is a matter of
concern,” said the Presi-
dent, adding that most of
TB-a�ected people came
from the poor sections of
society.

The President said that
the thinking and methodolo-
gy of ‘New India’ was to
make India a leading nation

of the world. India had set
an example for the world in
tackling the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

The policy of ‘New India’
to move forward with con�-
dence was also visible in the
�eld of TB eradication. 

“According to the United
Nations Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals, all nations
have set the goal of eradicat-
ing TB by the year 2030. But

the Government of India has
set the target of eradicating
TB by the year 2025 and ef-
forts are being made at every
level to ful�l this resolution,”
she added.

Ms. Murmu said that to
make this campaign a mass
movement, awareness of TB
should be created among
the people. “They have to be
informed that prevention of
this disease is possible. Its
treatment is e�ective and ac-
cessible and the government
provides free-of-cost facili-
ties for prevention and treat-
ment of this disease,” she
said. 

She said that in some pa-
tients or communities, there
was an inferiority complex
associated with this disease,
and they viewed it as a stig-
ma. “This illusion also has to
be eradicated. Everyone
should be aware that TB
germs are often present in
everyone’s body,” she ad-
ded. 

Make anti-TB campaign a
mass movement: President 
Stigma around the disease should be eradicated, says Murmu
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Droupadi Murmu during the
launch of the Pradhan Mantri
TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan.
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Over this week, Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man spoke at length on India’s in�ation battle,
signalling it is no longer as ‘red-lettered’ a prior-

ity as there are more big picture pursuits such as creat-
ing jobs, sustaining growth and ensuring equitable
wealth distribution. The Government, she remarked,
has shown its ability to tackle in�ation, having brought
it down to a somewhat ‘manageable’ level in the last
couple of months. The Finance Ministry expects in�a-
tionary pressures to be ‘capped’ due to steps taken by
the central bank and the Government since consumer
in�ation hit an eight-year high of 7.8% this April and the
recent dip in commodity prices. Though July’s retail in-
�ation of 6.71% was a relief, it still remained uncomfor-
tably above the 6% o�cial tolerance threshold. Price
rise in rural India has been much sharper — averaging
7.6% in the �rst four months of 2022-23 and over 7%
through 2022 so far, compared to the overall average
consumer in�ation of 7.14% and 6.79% for the two time-
frames, respectively. While headline monthly numbers
a�ect sentiment, a prolonged spell of high in�ation is
more deleterious for households’ ability and propensi-
ty to spend, denting demand and growth impulses that
may catalyse fresh investments from industry. The un-
even monsoon so far could further weaken rural de-
mand even as worries about lower sowing of paddy and
pulses are spurring their prices higher in recent weeks. 

The RBI believes that in�ation has peaked in India,
but Deputy Governor Michael Patra is not entirely con-
vinced about the ‘durability’ of moderating prices des-
pite lower commodity costs, noting that upside risks
persist. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) for August due
next week, some reckon, could take in�ation closer to
7% again, partly because food price rise, that accounts
for 45% of the CPI and had dipped to a �ve-month low
in July, may have resurged. While one should hope the
worst is behind, it is too early to let the guard down. On
Thursday, Ms. Sitharaman said that monetary policy
tools such as interest rate hikes alone cannot tame in�a-
tion and nudged the RBI to not be ‘as synchronised’
with its developed world counterparts when growth
needs to be unfettered. The emphasis on a multi-
pronged approach to contain in�ation, including better
logistics, �scal and trade policy moves, such as the ex-
port duty imposed on rice later that evening, is correct.
Her �agging of wide variations in States’ in�ation trends
and linking higher in�ation in some States to their fai-
lure to cut petroleum prices may be a tad political. But
the Government must act expeditiously on her call for a
mechanism where the Centre and States work together
to tackle price rise. That would be more e�ective in en-
suring that in�ation’s immediate term moderation is
durable and it can be re-activated so that future policy
reactions are quicker, more sure-footed and cohesive. 

Staying the course  
In�ation may have moderated a bit, but

remains a threat that warrants constant vigil   
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To curb the menace of illegal
loan apps, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has been asked
to prepare a ‘whitelist’ of le-
gal loan apps and the Minis-
try of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology (MEITY)
has been tasked with ensur-
ing only such applications
are available on app stores. 

All agencies have been
asked to ‘take all possible ac-
tions to prevent operations
of such illegal loan apps’, fol-
lowing a meeting chaired by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman with top o�cials
from the RBI, MEITY and the
ministries of Finance and
Corporate A�airs. 

The minister expressed
concern at the meeting on
such apps o�ering micro cre-
dit, especially to vulnerable
and low-income people at
exorbitantly high interest
rates and resorting to black-

mail and criminal intimida-
tion to recover such loans. 

Ms. Sitharaman also
�agged the ‘possibility of
money laundering, tax eva-
sions, breach of privacy and
data, and misuse of unregu-

lated payment aggregators,
shell companies, defunct
NBFCs by the app operators. 

‘Monitor mule accounts’
The RBI has also been en-
trusted with monitoring
‘mule or rented’ accounts
that may be used for money
laundering and to review
and cancel dormant non-
banking �nance companies
(NBFCs) to avoid their mis-
use by such app operators.

“The RBI will ensure that
registration of payment ag-
gregators be completed
within a timeframe and no
unregistered payment aggre-
gator be allowed to function
after that,” the Finance Mi-
nistry said in a statement.

FM tasks RBI to ‘whitelist’ legal
loan apps to protect borrowers
Sitharaman �ags ‘possibility of money laundering, breach of privacy and data’
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI 

Red line: The RBI must ensure that no unregistered payment
aggregator be allowed to function after a deadline. * REUTERS
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Latest Sig Saur ri�es, Negev
Light Machine Guns (LMG),
Carl Gustaf-Mk3 84 mm rock-
et launchers, digital spotter
scopes, fuel cell chargers for
patrols, all-terrain vehicles
and satellite terminals are
some of the new inductions
for the infantry soldiers in
the Rest of Arunachal Pra-
desh (RALP), beyond the Ta-
wang sector. This along with
helipads at forward posts,
M777 Ultra-Light Howitzers
backed by Chinook heavy lift
helicopters are part of the
overall capability enhance-
ment in the region.

“There is big focus on
capability development. In
the infantry battalions lot of
new inductions are happen-
ing. Apart from this, there is
focus on surveillance and re-
connaissance,” said Brig.
T.M. Sinha who is command-
ing a Brigade in RALP. Next
is infrastructure develop-
ment, both in hinterland
and border areas, he added.

Another major push is on
helipads being constructed
at forward areas along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in RALP, o�cials on the
ground said. These are com-
ing up with speci�cations

that they can take the big-
gest helicopters, the CH-47F
(I) Chinook heavy-lift heli-
copters which gives signi�-
cant advantage, one o�cer
noted. 

These developments
come against the backdrop
of massive Chinese upgrada-
tion across the LAC, which
also has signi�cant advan-
tage with respect to India in
RALP. Acknowledging this, a
senior o�cer posted in the
area said the pace of Chinese
modernisation was very fast
and India was also pushing
and catching up.

2019 deal 
The Army has procured
72,400 SIG 716 assault ri�es
from Sig Saur of the U.S. un-
der a deal signed in Febru-
ary 2019 and they have since
been inducted with frontline
infantry soldiers deployed in
operational areas. The
SIG-716 weighing 3.82 kgs,
has an e�ective range of
600m and employs the hea-
vier calibre 7.62 mm
ammunition.

Army contracted 16,497
Negev Light Machine Guns
(LMG) from Israel in March
2020 under fast-track pro-
curement and they have
since been inducted on the

Line of Control (LoC). They
started coming in in RALP
early this year, according to
o�cials on the ground.

On the fuel cell-based
chargers, one o�cer who
did not wish to be identi�ed
said they were very useful.
“We can take it for long
range patrols and are less
weight, less maintenance
and more durable.” Long
range patrols on foot in the
tough terrain vary from two
weeks to a month.

Indigenous UAVs 
Another signi�cant aspect is
induction of indigenous un-
manned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) that has given big
boost to the forward troops
and we can see across the
LAC in depth day and night,
the o�cer cited above said.

In terms of mobility, all-
terrain vehicles procured
from the U.S. have been de-
ployed in Ladakh and Aru-
nachal Pradesh. Material lift-
ing cranes are now available
in all units which were ear-
lier with the Engineering
teams and has signi�cantly
eased handling of heavy
loads, the o�cer added talk-
ing of the across the board
upgradation under way in
infantry battalions.

Army in Arunachal Pradesh
receives modern artillery
There is focus on surveillance and reconnaissance: o�cial
Dinakar Peri
TEZU (Arunachal Pradesh)
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Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Friday said
that Indian Railways had
successfully completed
trials of the second genera-
tion Vande Bharat train that
will come with enhanced
passenger comfort and safe-
ty features. 

Regular production of
these trains will begin from
October, he added.

“We completed the test-
ing of Vande Bharat on Fri-
day... the target will be that
going into October, we can
start regular production of
two or three trains every
month, then taking it up to
�ve trains and eight trains,”

the Minister told pressper-
sons. The Railways has set a
target of rolling out 75 such
trains by August 2023.

The new train, which
touched a speed of 180
kmph during trials, will be
primarily made at Integral
Coach Factory, Chennai.

Vande Bharat production
to begin in Oct.: Minister
Trains to be manufactured in Chennai
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

The Railways has set a target
of rolling out 75 such trains
by August 2023. 
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After two weeks of heavy rain,
I am breathing a little easier
— as a resident of White�eld

in Bengaluru. Menacing clouds
scud overhead, but the sheets of
water have abated.

Meanwhile, social media re-
veals the pulse of the people. Viral
content shows abandoned vehi-
cles �oating or under water, trac-
tors and their trailers laden with
software professionals commuting
to work and in�atable rafts being
hauled by rescue teams with resi-
dents on board escaping from
�ooded layouts that are home to
luxury villas. Black humour
memes �ood our mobile phones,
even as our feet swill around in the
bilges. Some discussions have
turned parochial and even racist,
blaming migrants to be the prime
culprits. Politicians have waded in
— only �guratively, of course. Most
blame previous governments,
while some blame citizens. Those
in the ruling party seem irritable;
one of its own rich supporters,
who is not known for the use of
temperate language, has been cas-
tigated by another for sharing
�ood-related photos, and giving
Bengaluru a ‘bad name’.

Useful discussions that involve
water and climate experts have
them repeatedly highlight how we
have encroached into lakes and
watersheds, destroyed wetlands,
reduced greenery and concretised
lands, thus facing the consequenc-
es of our actions.

When the rot began
There is consensus that we must
do something. We know what to
do. But where do we begin? How
do we proceed and what is the se-
quence? Who will help?

As Bengaluru expanded, swal-

lowing up the villages around it,
panchayats were disbanded to
create six city municipal corpora-
tions, which were merged subse-
quently into the Bhruhat Bengalu-
ru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP).
During this transition, land re-
cords were either destroyed or
tampered with, and fake docu-
ments fabricated by corrupt inter-
ests. Lakes and their catchment
areas were soon transformed into
private lands. Builders back�lled
these and soon made quick money
building apartments, shopping
malls and information-technology
parks. We were arrogant in think-
ing that we could somehow defy
nature. But water �nds its own le-
vel, irrespective of whether we are
rich or poor.

Them and us
Yet, this smacks of déjà vu. Many
cities in Europe and the United
States, notwithstanding their
beautiful environs today, are ex-
amples where there was the ruth-
less destruction of the environ-
ment, and construction frenzy to
become pulsating economic
growth engines. They too saw a
nexus of corruption involving pol-
iticians and bureaucrats, eschew-
ing environmentally sensible deci-
sions for short-term gains. They
too bene�ted from migration,
which brought in energy and skill.
And they too su�ered, like us,
from two classic impediments in
public welfare provision. First, the
problem of free riders, where peo-
ple partook of city-provided bene-
�ts without paying city taxes. And
second, the ‘tragedy of the com-
mons’ problem, where bulwarks
against environmental breakdown
— wetlands, lakes, grasslands,
trees, parks, and forests — be-
longed to nobody.

The di�erence between us and
them is this — they grew when na-
ture had the leeway to heal and es-
tablish a new environmental equi-
librium. We, in contrast, are
destroying our environment when
climate change is already upon us;
and further damage would only re-

sult in a cascading succession of
disasters.

Reassuringly, Bengaluru consis-
tently implements reforms, albeit
slowly. We have achieved some
success in rainwater harvesting,
solar water heating, segregation of
garbage and the stoppage of litter-
ing, even if deadlines were unmet.
We are better than many in envi-
ronmental compliance, though
not good enough.

What we lack is the institutional
capacity to handle the problems of
the future. We cannot persist with
the same alphabet soup of uncoor-
dinated institutions that have con-
tributed to our problems in the
�rst place and comprising local go-
vernments, namely, the BBMP and
panchayats, State institutions such
as the Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA), the Bangalore
Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (BMRDA), various ‘plan-
ning authorities’ and the Revenue
Department and parastatals such
as the Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB), Banga-
lore Electricity Supply Company
Limited (BESCOM), Lake Authori-
ty and Bangalore Smart City
Limited.

Putting reforms into action
We need two broad thrusts to im-
plement the reforms we know we
need, to build climate resilience
and a better environment.

First, we must execute institu-
tional euthanasia. A multiplicity of
institutions does not improve exe-
cution. They are deliberately con-
structed to get in each other’s way,
complicate governance and pre-
serve opportunities that bene�t
corrupt politicians, bureaucrats

and land exploiters. Outdated in-
stitutions need to be replaced by a
constitutionally compliant struc-
ture, with local governments at
the top. Eleven independent plan-
ning authorities must be merged
and subordinated to the Metropol-
itan Planning Committee. This
constitutionally mandated institu-
tion enables all stakeholders, from
Bengaluru’s largest land owners,
i.e., the defence, the railways, air-
ports and national highway auth-
orities, to the mahanagara palika
and panchayats within the metro-
politan area, to participate. Like-
wise, parastatals such as the
BWSSB and the Smart City Compa-
ny should be subordinated to the
BBMP.

Making tough decisions
Second, our community needs to
steel itself for some tough deci-
sions. Climate resilience goes
beyond �ood control; it needs mi-
nimising the damaging environ-
mental impact of cities. We must
take hard decisions on transporta-
tion, curb car travel and improve
cheap public transport with more
buses instead of waiting for the ex-
pensive metro. We must preserve
our existing green cover and plant
more trees, both in the city and
around it. We must de-concretise
our pavements, prohibit littering
and segregate garbage as unsegre-
gated garbage clogs drains. We
must enforce sewage treatment
plant operational standards. We
need to accelerate e�orts to im-
prove Rajakaluves (channels that
connect waterbodies) as demon-
strated in a 11-kilometre stretch in
the city centre.

We must deal with the huge le-
gacy of unacceptable construc-
tions and encroachments. The on-
ly solution is to remove some of
these unacceptable constructions
and restore wetlands and tank
beds. Any delay will result in na-
ture reclaiming its due, as the ef-
fects of global warming intensify.
Rising �ood waters will spare
none, the rich or the poor.

I can already hear the gasps of

incredulity. How can we entrust
our lives to the tender ministra-
tions of our corporators, who have
the reputation of being thugs and
crooks? Such thinking is riddled
with serious faults. First, we could
elect better people to the corpora-
tion. Second, the thought that the
higher we go, the more principled
and statesman-like people are is a
laughable and naive presumption.
Third, it undermines the biggest
tools of accountability in the
BBMP, wards committees and area
sabhas. Getting these institutions
to work well is in our hands. There
are no corresponding peoples’
participation mechanisms in State
departments and parastatals.

What we can dispense with are
parochial arguments. Both the mi-
grant ‘techie’ and the migrant rag
picker are vitally important for the
economic health of Bengaluru.
There is a time lag between mi-
grant arrivals and their becoming
assertive stakeholders in the city’s
health; that is no reason to decry
them. Indeed, our city would col-
lapse if all migrants returned to
their homes.

Good politics
Finally, apolitical approaches have
their limitations. Political parties
of all hues have been exploiting
Bengaluru for decades. Let us face
it. If we continue to vote for the
corrupt for considerations other
than development and environ-
mental protection, we will not �nd
solutions. Our bad political choic-
es are keeping good politicians
and bureaucrats out of decision
making. While public participa-
tion may seem a suicide mission
and the frustration and anger of
being pushed back can take a toll,
the only cure for bad politics is
more politics of the good kind. Not
less of it.

T.R. Raghunandan is former Secretary,
Panchayati Raj, Government of
Karnataka, former Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government
of India, and Senior Policy Adviser, Centre
for Policy Research, New Delhi

The stark reasons why Bengaluru is sinking 
Citizens need to back politicians and bureaucrats who bring development and environmental protection to the fore 

T.R. Raghunandan
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India and China will take up
remaining issues along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
once the ongoing disengage-
ment at Patrolling Point (PP)
15 in Gogra-Hot Springs is
completed by Monday, the
Ministry of External A�airs
(MEA) said on Friday.

Beijing welcomed the dis-
engagement at PP15 as “a
positive development”, but
reiterated its stand that it
would not accept India’s de-
mand to restore the status
quo prior to China’s trans-
gressions, saying “the status
quo of April 2020…was
created by India’s illegal
crossing of the Line of Actual
Control [LAC]”. 

“China will by no means
accept that,” Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Mao Ning
told reporters when asked if
the latest disengagement
would pave the way to full
restoration of the status quo.
“We don’t accept the so-
called status quo created by
India’s illegal crossing of the
LAC, but that doesn’t mean
we don’t attach importance
to peace and tranquillity
along the border…..China
and India hold di�erent po-
sitions on the border issues.
But what is most important
now is for both sides to keep
up communication and dia-
logue, make the disengage-

ment a �rst step and ensure
peace and tranquillity along
the border. The beginning of
disengagement is a positive
development.”

Hurdles remain 
Beijing’s comments suggest-
ed di�culties may still lie
ahead for both sides as they
look to resolve di�erences in
the remaining friction areas
in Demchok and Depsang.
Only after full disengage-
ment and subsequent de-es-
calation of the more than
50,000 troops on each side
that remain deployed in for-
ward areas, India has made
clear, can relations return to
normalcy. 

India and China have
completed disengagement
in �ve other areas — PP15 be-
ing the latest — creating bu�-

er zones in Galwan Valley,
north and south of Pangong
Lake, and in PP17A in Hot
Springs. 

The timing of the announ-
cement on PP15 did, howev-
er, also suggest both sides
appeared to be looking to
create conditions that might
enable a �rst meeting bet-
ween their leaders after
close to three years.

SCO summit next week
The MEA statement said dis-
engagement at PP15 would
be completed by September
12 — three days before the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) Summit,
which Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping would likely
attend in Samarkand, con-
venes. Neither side has com-
mented on whether the two
leaders, who haven’t spoken
since a November 2019
meeting in Brasilia or during
the more than two-year-long
LAC crisis, will meet on the
sidelines at the SCO or at the
G20 in Indonesia in
November.

As per Thursday’s agree-
ment, MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said the dis-
engagement process in the
area started on Thursday at
8.30 a.m. IST and would be
completed by Monday. 

India, China to take up
remaining LAC issues
Gogra-Hot Springs disengagement to be over on Monday
Ananth Krishnan
Beijing

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 8
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both by China’s comments
on Friday and how di�cult
recent negotiations have
been in resolving what were
seen as among the less com-
plicated friction points. 

The PP15 disengagement
came more than one year af-
ter an agreement was
reached for PP17A, last Au-
gust. In recent talks, o�cials
said, the Chinese side ap-
peared reluctant to discuss
reasonable terms to disen-
gage in Demchok and Dep-
sang, where India’s access
to �ve patrolling points has
been blocked since early
2020. 

“The fact that China and
India agreed to begin disen-
gagement in the area of Jia-
nan Daban [as China refers
to the PP15 area] is a positive
development that is condu-
cive to peace and tranquilli-
ty along the border,” Ms.
Mao said. “China is commit-
ted to properly handling re-
levant issues through com-
munication and dialogue.”

That might not, however,
mean full disengagement
may be on the cards soon. 

“The two sides have agreed
to cease forward deploy-
ments in this area in a
phased, coordinated and
veri�ed manner, resulting in
the return of the troops of
both sides to their respec-
tive areas,” Mr. Bagchi said.
“It has been agreed that all
temporary structures and
other allied infrastructure
created in the area by both
sides will be dismantled and
mutually veri�ed. The land-
forms in the area will be res-
tored to pre-stand-o� pe-
riod by both sides. The
agreement ensures that the
LAC in this area will be
strictly observed and res-
pected by both sides, and
that there will be no unilat-
eral change in status quo.”

Mr. Bagchi made it clear
that “with the resolution of
stand-o� at PP15, both sides
mutually agreed to take the
talks forward and resolve
the remaining issues along
LAC and restore peace and
tranquillity in border
areas.”

But that will be easier
said than done, as indicated

India, China to take up
remaining LAC issues



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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