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FOREWORD 

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Vedhik - Daily News 

Analysis (DNA)_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 

Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Vedhik - Daily News Analysis 

(DNA)_The Hindu " would help students, especially beginners save time and streamline 

their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content page and an Appendix has 

been added segregating and mapping the content to the syllabus. 

It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of UPSC Civil 

Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Babu 

Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending all support to this endeavour. Finally I 

also extend my thanks to thank Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their 

assistance in the preparing the compilations.  

We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may be made 

in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, comments and suggestions 

on how to improve and add value for students. Every care has been taken to avoid 

typing errors and if any reader comes across any such error, the authors shall feel 

obliged if they are informed at their Email ID. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi arrived in Samarkand
late on Thursday evening,
just ahead of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Council of Head of
States meeting, where he
will come face-to-face with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
for the fi�rst time since the
April 2020 LAC stand-off�, as
well as Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif.

Mr. Modi was the last of
the leaders of the eight SCO
members to arrive in Samar-
kand and missed both the
pre-summit dinner hosted
by Uzbekistan President
Shovkat Mirziyoyev, and tree
planting that all the leaders
undertook, leading to specu-
lation that Mr. Modi’s late ar-
rival was meant to avoid any

inconvenient “photo-ops”
while India’s relationship
with China and Pakistan re-
main tense.

Mr. Modi’s absence was
felt particularly as other
leaders held a number of bi-
lateral meetings on Thurs-
day, including a highly anti-
cipated meeting between

Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin for the fi�rst time
since the war in Ukraine be-
gan. 

On Friday, PM Modi will
hold three bilateral meet-
ings, with Mr. Putin, Mr. Mir-
ziyoyev and Mr. Raisi, the
MEA confi�rmed.

Mr. Xi held eight bilateral
meetings in all and Mr. Putin
met with six other leaders,
including Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi.

The strong showing by Mr.
Putin is expected to display
confi�dence, and dispel West-
ern narratives on challenges
he faces in the Ukraine war.
In addition, SCO countries
attending the meeting are ex-
pected to express disappro-
val for “economic restric-
tions” or unilateral sanctions
and plans for an “oil price
cap” imposed by the U.S.
and EU.

At a briefi�ng on Thursday,
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra said that “India is not
a member of the G7” when
asked if India would join the
oil price cap mechanism
plan announced by G7 coun-
tries on September 2.

Modi in Samarkand for Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation meeting
Narendra Modi will meet Xi Jinping for the fi�rst time since the LAC stand-off�

Late arrival: Narendra Modi was the last of eight leaders of
SCO member countries to arrive in Samarkand. * PTI

Suhasini Haidar
SAMARKAND



Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping met for their fi�rst
face-to-face talks since the
start of the confl�ict in Uk-
raine on Thursday, hailing
their strategic ties in de-
fi�ance of the West.

The two leaders met at a
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit in
the Uzbek city of Samar-
kand, a stop on the ancient
Silk Road.

The meeting was part of
Mr. Xi’s fi�rst trip abroad
since the early days of the
pandemic and for Mr. Putin a
chance to show Russia has
not been fully isolated des-
pite Western eff�orts.

“China is willing to make
eff�orts with Russia to assume
the role of great powers, and
play a guiding role to inject
stability and positive energy
into a world rocked by social
turmoil,” Mr. Xi told Mr. Pu-
tin. Mr. Putin took a clear
broadside at the U.S., which

has been leading eff�orts to
support Ukraine and impose
sanctions on Russia.

Putin thanks Xi
“Attempts to create a unipo-
lar world have recently ac-
quired an absolutely ugly
form and are completely un-
acceptable,” Mr. Putin said.

“We highly appreciate the
balanced position of our Chi-
nese friends in connection

with the Ukrainian crisis,”
Mr. Putin told Mr. Xi, while
reiterating Moscow’s backing
for China on Taiwan.

“We adhere to the princi-
ple of one China. We con-
demn the provocation of the
U.S. and their satellites in the
Taiwan Strait,” the Russian
President said, after a U.S.
Senate committee on Wed-
nesday took the fi�rst step to-
wards Washington directly

providing billions of dollars
in military aid to Taiwan.

It was the fi�rst in-person
meeting between the two
leaders since Mr. Putin saw
Mr. Xi in early February for
the Winter Olympic Games,
days before the Russian lead-
er launched the military of-
fensive in Ukraine.

‘Alternative’ to West
The Kremlin has touted the
SCO summit in the ancient
Silk Road city of Samarkand
as showing there is an “alter-
native” to Western dominat-
ed international institutions.

The SCO — made up of
China, India, Pakistan, Rus-
sia and the ex-Soviet Central
Asian nations of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan — was set up in
2001 as a political, economic
and security organisation to
rival Western institutions.

The leaders of those coun-
tries were to attend, as well
as Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi and Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Mr. Putin met with the
leaders of Kyrgyzstan and
Turkmenistan earlier on
Thursday, as well as with Mr.
Raisi and Pakistani Prime Mi-
nister Shehbaz Sharif. 

With both Mr. Raisi and
Mr. Sharif, he said ties were
“developing positively”,
while the Iranian leader told
Mr. Putin that U.S.-backed
sanctions on both countries
would only make their rela-
tionship “stronger”.

“The Americans think
whichever country they im-
pose sanctions on, it will be
stopped, their perception is
a wrong one,” Mr. Raisi said.

For Mr. Putin the summit
comes at an important time,
as his forces face major bat-
tlefi�eld setbacks in Ukraine
and amid a continued West-
ern push to make Russia an
international pariah.

For Mr. Xi, it is an oppor-
tunity to shore up his cre-
dentials as a global states-
man ahead of a pivotal
congress of the ruling Com-
munist Party in October.

Putin, Xi hail ‘great power’ ties at SCO talks
Russian leader condemns ‘U.S. provocation on Taiwan’; China seeks to ‘inject stability’ into the world 
Agence France-Presse
Samarkand

Enhanced role: Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian
President Vladimir Putin in Samarkand on Thursday. * AP



The story so far: Russia hosted the seventh
Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) Vladivostok
from September 5 to 8. The four-day forum
is a platform for entrepreneurs to expand
their businesses into Russia’s Far East (RFE).

What is the Eastern Economic Forum?
The EEF was established in 2015 to
encourage foreign investments in the RFE.
The EEF displays the economic potential,
suitable business conditions and investment
opportunities in the region. Agreements
signed at the EEF increased from 217 in 2017
to 380 agreements in 2021, worth 3.6 trillion
roubles. As of 2022, almost 2,729 investment
projects are being planned in the region. The
agreements focus on infrastructure,
transportation projects, mineral excavations,
construction, industry and agriculture.

Who are the major actors in the
Forum? What are their interests?
This year, the Forum aimed at connecting
the Far East with the Asia Pacifi�c region.
China is the biggest investor in the region as
it sees potential in promoting the Chinese
Belt and Road Initiative and the Polar Sea
Route in the RFE. China’s investments in the
region account for 90% of the total
investments. Russia has been welcoming
Chinese investments since 2015; more now
than ever due to the economic pressures
caused by the war in Ukraine. The
Trans-Siberian Railway has further helped
Russia and China in advancing trade ties.
The countries share a 4000-kilometer-long
border, which enables them to tap into each
other’s resources with some infrastructural
assistance. China is also looking to develop
its Heilongjiang province which connects
with the RFE. China and Russia have
invested in a fund to develop northeastern
China and the RFE, through collaborations
on connecting the cities of Blagoveshchensk
and Heihe via a 1,080 metre bridge,
supplying natural gas, and a rail bridge
connecting the cities of Nizhneleninskoye
and Tongjiang.

Besides China, South Korea has also been
gradually increasing its investments in the
region. South Korea has invested in
shipbuilding projects, manufacturing of
electrical equipment, gas-liquefying plants,

agricultural production and fi�sheries. In
2017, the Export-Import Bank of Korea and
the Far East Development Fund announced
their intention to inject $2 billion in the RFE
in a span of three years.

Japan is another key trading partner in
the Far East. In 2017, Japanese investments
through 21 projects amounted to $16 billion.
Under Shinzo Abe’s leadership, Japan
identifi�ed eight areas of economic
cooperation and pushed private businesses
to invest in the development of the RFE.
Japan seeks to depend on Russian oil and gas
resources after the 2011 meltdown in
Fukushima which led the government to pull
out of nuclear energy. Japan also sees a
market for its agro-technologies which have
the potential to fl�ourish in the RFE, given
similar climatic conditions. However, the
momentum of trade that existed with Shinzo
Abe was lost with the leadership of
Yoshihide Suga and Fumio Kishida. The
trade ties between Japan and Russia are
hindered by the Kuril Islands dispute as they
are claimed by both countries.

India seeks to expand its infl�uence in the
RFE. During the forum, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi expressed the country’s
readiness in expanding trade, connectivity
and investments in Russia. India is keen to
deepen its cooperation in energy,
pharmaceuticals, maritime connectivity,
healthcare, tourism, the diamond industry
and the Arctic. 

In 2019, India also off�ered a $1 billion line
of credit to develop infrastructure in the
region. Through the EEF, India aims to
establish a strong inter-state interaction with
Russia. Business representatives of Gujarat
and the Republic of Sakha have launched
agreements in the diamond and
pharmaceuticals industry. 

What does the EEF aim for?
The primary objective of the EEF is to
increase the Foreign Direct Investments in
the RFE. The region encompasses one-third
of Russia’s territory and is rich with natural
resources such as fi�sh, oil, natural gas,
wood, diamonds and other minerals. The
sparse population living in the region is
another factor for encouraging people to
move and work in the Far East. The region’s
riches and resources contribute to fi�ve per
cent of Russia’s GDP. But despite the

abundance and availability of materials,
procuring and supplying them is an issue
due to the unavailability of personnel.

The RFE is geographically placed at a
strategic location; acting as a gateway into
Asia. The Russian government has
strategically developed the region with the
aim of connecting Russia to the Asian
trading routes. With the fast modernisation
of cities like Vladivostok, Khabarovsk,
Ulan-Ude, Chita and more, the government
aims to attract more investments in the
region. Russia is trying to attract the Asian
economies in investing and developing the
far east. The Ukraine war is a worrying issue
as it aff�ects the economic growth of the
country. However, Russia believes that it can
survive the economic crisis and the
sanctions with the help of China and other
Asian powers.

Although, the EEF is an annual gathering,
the forum comes at an opportune time for
Russia who is dealing with the impact of the
sanctions. Moreover, the coming together of
countries like Myanmar, Armenia, Russia,
and China seems like the forming of an
anti-sanctions group in the international
order.

Will India be able to achieve a balance
between the EEF and the Indo-Pacifi�c
Economic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF)?
The U.S.-led Indo-Pacifi�c Economic
Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) and the
EEF are incomparable based on its
geographic coverage and the partnership
with the host-countries. India has vested
interests in both the forums and has worked
towards balancing its involvement. India has
not shied away from investing in the
Russia-initiated EEF despite the current
international conditions.

At the same time, India has given its
confi�rmation and acceptance to three of the
four pillars in the IPEF. The country
understands the benefi�ts of being involved in
the development in the RFE but it also
perceives the IPEF as a vital platform to
strengthen its presence in the Indo-Pacifi�c
region. The IPEF also presents an ideal
opportunity for India to act in the region,
without being part of the China-led Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership or
other regional grouping like the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacifi�c Partnership .

The IPEF will also play a key role in
building resilient supply chains. India’s
participation in the forum will help in
disengaging from supply chains that are
dependent on China and will also make it a
part of the global supply chain network.
Additionally, the IPEF partners will act as
new sources of raw material and other
essential products, further reducing India’s
reliance on China for raw materials.
Although, Mr. Modi has refrained from full
participation in the trade pillar of the IPEF, it
does not signify an end to India’s role in the
forum.

Avishka Ashok is a Research Associate at
the National Institute of Advanced Studies,
Bangalore

EXPLAINER 

What are the benefi�ts of investing in the Russian Far East? Which all countries are currently investing in the region? 

The Eastern Economic Forum and India’s balancing act 

THE GIST
B The Eastern Economic
Forum was established in
2015 to encourage foreign
investments in Russia’s Far
East. As of 2022, almost
2,729 investment projects
are being planned in the
region.

B During the forum, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
expressed the country’s
readiness in expanding
trade, connectivity and
investments in Russia. India
is keen to deepen its
cooperation in energy,
pharmaceuticals, maritime
connectivity, healthcare,
tourism, the diamond
industry and the Arctic. 

B India has vested interests
in both the EEF and the
Indo-Pacifi�c Economic
Framwork and has worked
towards balancing its
involvement. The IPEF is a
vital platform for India to
strengthen its presence in
the Indo-Pacifi�c region. 

Avishka Ashok



AConstitution Bench led by Chief Justice of India
U.U. Lalit is now examining the validity of the
103rd Constitutional Amendment, which pro-

vides for 10% reservation to the economically weaker
sections (EWS), excluding Other Backward Classes,
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes who already
have reservation in higher education institutions and
government jobs. The Bench has fi�nalised three issues
for hearing — whether the amendment has breached
the Constitution’s basic structure by permitting the
state to make special provisions; whether it does so in
relation to admissions to private unaided institutions
and, lastly, if the exclusion of OBC/SC/ST communities
from the scope of the quota tramples on the basic struc-
ture. These are valid questions and it could be argued
that the legislation of the reservation in 2019 was done
hastily without due diligence of the criteria adopted.
For example, the setting of an annual family income of
₹�8 lakh as a ceiling to determine if someone belongs to
the EWS is clearly problematic. If available consumer
expenditure surveys such as the NSSO report, ‘Key Indi-
cators of Household Consumer Expenditure, 2011-12’,
are relied on, a large chunk of the population will be
eligible for reservations in the “below Rs. 8 lakh” EWS
category and not just the truly deserving sections of the
poor. A government-appointed committee submitted
that this ceiling was reasonable, but it could not adeq-
uately explain how the income criterion was “more
stringent” than the one for the OBC creamy layer. Also,
the ₹�8 lakh fi�gure did not correspond to any data on the
estimated number of EWS persons in the population
with incomes related to it. 

Petitioners have also argued that the net eff�ect of the
exclusion of Backward Classes and SC/ST aspirants
from the EWS has been that they are now denied an op-
portunity to compete in the general category to the ex-
tent of 10%, in eff�ect, limiting the quota to the “forward
classes”. This is a valid argument. Even if the Court
agrees to maintain that reservations can be provided on
economic basis — something that has been explicitly de-
nied so far with only social and educational backward-
ness being mentioned in the Constitution and reiterat-
ed in several judgments — excluding people of certain
communities from this benefi�t despite their belonging
to the EWS renders the legislation discriminatory. In re-
cent recruitment and entrance examinations such as
the UPSC and JEE, marks cut-off�s for admissions were
lower for the EWS quota than that of the OBCs. In es-
sence, if an income criterion for identifying the eco-
nomically weaker sections has to be the basis, it must
arrive at a clearly determined fi�gure for the limit unlike
the ₹�8 lakh fi�gure, and all sections of society, irrespec-
tive of caste, should be eligible to avail of reservation
under this category.

Arbitrary, exclusionary 
Even if EWS quota is upheld, eligibility will

have to be properly defi�ned 



Mahua Acharya

India’s procurement of 5,450
electric buses and subsequent
increase in ambition to have

50,000 e-buses on the country’s
roads by 2030 represent the im-
mense potential for progress on
climate and development goals
through close collaboration bet-
ween the Union and State govern-
ments. With the shared aim to ra-
pidly electrify a key pillar of
India’s public transportation, re-
cent governance eff�orts have
created a new business model for
e-buses. If this sector is further de-
veloped, it can reduce air pollu-
tion in cities and fuel import bills,
improve the balance sheets of
State transport companies, and
spur domestic manufacturing and
job creation.

State of State-owned buses
There are currently around
1,40,000 registered public buses
on India’s roads, with large num-
bers of them having sputtering en-
gines that spew planet-warming
fumes into the atmosphere. At
least 40,000 of these buses are at
the end of their lifespan and must
be taken off� the roads
immediately.

However, most buses are
owned and operated by State tran-

sport undertakings, which are in
poor fi�nancial health. In part, they
incur large losses because they
play an important social function
by providing subsidised fares to
crores of Indians each day. With a
few exceptions such as Mumbai’s
Brihanmumbai Electric Supply &
Transport Undertaking (BEST) of
the Brihanmumbai Mahanagarpa-
lika, when State transport under-
takings go to the market to buy
buses, they face problems of frag-
mented demand and high prices.
Furthermore, there are limitations
to nation-wide action on this issue
as State governments control is-
sues such as transit, urban gover-
nance and pollution control.

A success story
Until recently, there had never
been a unifi�ed tender to address
some of these challenges. Cooper-
ative federalism can easily become
a fraught issue. However, in the
case of the Grand Challenge 1, a
tender for 5,450 buses (across fi�ve
major Indian cities — Kolkata, Del-
hi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Su-
rat), the opposite happened. In-
stead of a race to the bottom, the
respective expertise, strengths
and needs of Union Ministries and
States informed the process and
the successful outcomes.

Convergence Energy Services
Limited (CESL), a nodal agency of
the Union government, acted as
the programme manager in this ef-
fort at centralised procurement in
concert, with State-led demand
and customisation. Coordination
between a range of Union govern-

ment Ministries and State govern-
ments standardised demand con-
ditions across these fi�ve cities and
discovered prices that beat the in-
creasingly outmoded internal
combustion engines.

On a cost-per-kilometre basis,
the prices discovered were 40%
lower than diesel and 34% less
than CNG (without factoring in the
subsidy through FAME-II). A note
on FAME: the Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Elec-
tric Vehicles in India (FAME-India)
Scheme was launched under the
National Mission on Electric Mo-
bility in 2011/National Electric Mo-
bility Mission Plan 2020, and un-
veiled in 2013. The scheme
encourages the progressive induc-
tion of reliable, aff�ordable and effi�-
cient electric and hybrid vehicles.

With high fuel prices and ener-
gy security challenges in the wake
of the war in Ukraine, the switch to
electric vehicles appears even
more sensible and lucrative.

This infl�ection point in unit eco-
nomics was enabled by three key
factors: collaboration, pace and
transparency. First, the tender it-
self was a fully consultative pro-
cess and varied contributions by
participants already infl�uenced
the design of future tenders. Se-

cond, there was a shared sense of
urgency that shaped this collabo-
ration, which leveraged the bu-
reaucracy’s power when working
on time-bound and measurable
schemes and increased receptivity
to creative and new ideas. Finally,
transparency was the most resi-
lient quality of a public process.
From the outset, there was clarity
about the intention to engender
trust and build a publicly available
process and tender that invited
bids from automakers and
operators.

In the wake of the fi�rst tender, it
was incredibly gratifying to share a
feeling of success with fi�ve States,
fi�ve Transport Ministers, fi�ve State
Secretaries and the heads of a
range of State transport undertak-
ings, each of whom had played a
part in the process.

To be clear, excessive centralisa-
tion can have limitations and con-
tradict the federal principles en-
shrined in the Constitution. For
instance, India’s States and dis-
tricts vary vastly in their vulnera-
bility to climate impacts, and de-
centralised decision-making and
locally-led adaptation will help re-
duce potential damage to lives and
livelihoods. Urban local bodies
and gram panchayats can be the
heart of climate action.

However, in certain areas where
India must move the needle quick-
ly or where States lack size and fi�-
nancial clout, such as the electrifi�-
cation of mass mobility,
centralised procurement and pro-
gramme management can deliver
architectural transformations

rather than just incremental
transitions.

There is much work ahead
Although a good start has been
made, much work remains to be
done to enable the electrifi�cation
of mass mobility in India. The
country’s shift to clean public
transportation will require a suite
of eff�orts, from ramping up manu-
facturing capacity to domestic bat-
tery production to building out
charging infrastructure (ideally
plugged in to a grid powered by re-
newables) to capacity building of
State transport undertakings to
developing fi�nancial instruments
and structures.

Nonetheless, the progress we
have made on electric bus tender-
ing is a harbinger of climate action
made possible by cooperative fed-
eralism. As India now ramps up its
demand to deploy 50,000 buses
across 40 cities, it will need to con-
tinue the spirit of true inter-minis-
terial and Union-State collabora-
tion to fulfi�l its ambitious targets
for green and inclusive economic
development. The combined clout
and strength of the federal com-
pact can enable large strides being
made towards innovative models
that not only improve transit, the
quality of life in cities and progress
towards national climate goals but
also build models for the rest of
the world to emulate.

Mahua Acharya is Managing Director and
Chief Executive Offi�cer of Convergence
Energy Services Limited, Government of
India. The views expressed are personal

Climate action that runs on cooperative federalism 
The outcome of the ‘Grand Challenge 1’, a tender for electric buses, is an innovative model for India and the world 
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Hijab is a Muslim woman’s
self-expression. She cannot
be compelled by the state to
shed her persona at the gates
of her college, senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal told the Su-
preme Court on Thursday.

“As Polonius said in ‘Ham-
let’, ‘clothes maketh the
man’. Wearing hijab is an ex-
pression of what you are,
where you are from, who
you are. It is an expression of
the self,” Mr. Sibal argued.

The senior counsel, ap-
pearing for a student-peti-
tioner against Karnataka’s
ban on wearing hijab in
classrooms, said the Su-
preme Court should refer
the case to a Constitution
Bench, which should in turn
fi�rst decide whether “wear-

ing a dress is self-expression,
which lies both at the heart
of the fundamental rights of
privacy and freedom of ex-
pression”. Hijab can be given
the same protection as Sikh
turbans and kirpans. 

The petitioners were res-
ponding to a repeated ques-
tion from the Bench as to
“where is your right to wear
a hijab to school”. 

“Privacy and dignity is at-
tached to your person and
not to the place you go to… A
convict does not shed his
fundamental rights at the
gates of the prison…”, advo-
cate Shoeb Alam, for a stu-
dent, said.

Mr. Alam said the state
could not “barter” one fun-
damental right for the other. 

“The state cannot say I
will give you education and

in return you surrender your
privacy, lay it on my door-
step. The school or the state
can have no say to what ex-
tent I should clothe myself to
feel safe. It is a matter of
choice, of my discretion,” he
contended.

Religious identity
Advocate Prashant Bhushan
said the hijab, has over the
years, acquired a religious
identity, protected under Ar-
ticle 25 of the Constitution.

Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves said the Karnata-

ka High Court’s observations
overturning a Muslim stu-
dent’s right to attend classes
in hijab were “hurtful”. 

“The HC said in schools
there are no individual
rights… The High Court said
such ‘qualifi�ed spaces’ by
their very nature repel the
assertion of individual rights
to the detriment of their gen-
eral discipline and decorum.
The use of such obscure
terms like ‘qualifi�ed spaces’
conclude that constitutional
and fundamental rights are
somehow absent and are at a
lower pedestal in schools,
war rooms and defence
camps,” he submitted.

He said the HC judgment
gave the impression that “or-
der” in schools was some-
how threatened by a girl
wearing a hijab.

‘Wearing hijab is an expression of self ’
Kapil Sibal says Supreme Court should refer the case to a Constitution Bench 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI <> The school or the

state can have no 
say to what extent I
should clothe myself to
feel safe
Shoeb Alam
Advocate for student-petitioner



It was heartening to have the re-
cently concluded monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament ( July-Au-

gust), even though it was
adjourned sine die on August 8,
2022, witnessing the Competition
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 and the
Electricity (Amendment) Bill,
2022 being sent to the Standing
Committee of Parliament for de-
tailed examination and a report
thereon.

This is a signifi�cant step in light
of the fact that Parliament had on-
ly limited legislative time this ses-
sion and could pass only fi�ve piec-
es of legislation. This has also
come in the wake of constant crit-
icism by the Opposition that has
been alleging that the Government
has been trying to steamroll va-
rious pieces of legislation in the
last few sessions. The worry of the
Government has been that so
much time is lost in disruptions in
Parliament that the legislative pro-
cess, as it is, becomes unduly de-
layed and therefore, referring the
bills to the Standing Committees
may be counterproductive — that
could only add to this delay.

Relevant parliamentary data
The functioning of the monsoon
session of Parliament this year
bears testimony to this fact: the
Lok Sabha’s productivity was 47%
and the Rajya Sabha only 42%. It
may be mentioned here that Par-
liament has 24 Department Relat-
ed Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittees (DRSC), comprising
members of the Parliament of
both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha in the ratio 2:1, which are
duly constituted by the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha and the Chairman

of the Rajya Sabha, jointly.
The mandate of these commit-

tees is to examine various legisla-
tions referred to it, the budget pro-
posals of diff�erent Ministries, and
also to do policy thinking on the
vision, mission and future direc-
tion of the Ministries concerned.
The objective of this article is to ex-
amine whether these committees
have been able to achieve their
stated objectives, and if not or if
done inadequately, what the cor-
rective actions could be to in-
crease their effi�cacy and their
relevance.

The percentage of Bills having
been referred to the DRSCs during
the tenures of the 14th (2004-
2009), 15th (2009-2014) and 16th
Lok Sabhas (2014-2019) has been
60%, 71% and 27%, respectively.
The fall in this percentage during
the 16th Lok Sabha was witnessed
largely in the second half of its ses-
sion, when the Government was in
a hurry to push its big ticket re-
forms through and the Opposition
was equally adamant to stall it in
view of high stakes involved in the
2019 elections.

Committee versus Parliament
Even though it is not obligatory for
the Government to agree to refer
each Bill to the DRSC, the expe-
rience, both nationally and inter-
nationally, has been that referring
a Bill to the DRSC has been of use
to the process of lawmaking. It has
been alleged that Bills which are
not being referred to the parlia-
mentary committees, are not exa-
mined properly, especially from
the perspective of consumers and
stakeholders and remain just a bu-
reaucratically conceived piece of
legislation. As proof of this, the
case of the three Farm Bills is cited
as they were passed without being
referred to the DRSC and had to be
withdrawn later.

Even though there could be ma-
ny reasons for the withdrawal of
the three Farm Bills — some of it
political — it needs to be under-

stood that the examination of the
Bills by the parliamentary commit-
tees is more to the benefi�t of the
Government than the Opposition.
The simple reason for this is that
the tenor and the ambience of the
discussions in the parliamentary
committee and in Parliament are
two entirely diff�erent things. The
committee meetings are in camera
and, therefore, the meetings are
held in a comparatively congenial
atmosphere of bonhomie and cor-
diality than they would be in Par-
liament. 

The deliberations in these com-
mittees mostly add value to the
content of the legislation and,
more often than not, the Mem-
bers, their party positions not-
withstanding, try to reach a con-
sensus. Additionally, such pieces
of legislation after examination in
the committees, have some sort of
ownership of the members of the
committee, both from the ruling
side and the Opposition, even
though it is also a function of the
skill of the chairman of the
committee.

Governments and the ruling
party should not be wary of these
committees, as in most of these
committees, the government has a
majority and the fi�nal decision is
always by the process of majority
voting. Therefore, there is no rea-
son why any government should
shy away from referring Bills to the
committee. Skilled and expe-
rienced Ministers know this and
generally have no aversion to a Bill
being referred to to the commit-

tees. So, fostering the trust of par-
liamentarians, both from the rul-
ing party and the Opposition
parties, in the relevance and use-
fulness of the system of the com-
mittees is of paramount
importance.

Consider these steps
It has been observed that the re-
luctance to refer the Bills to the
committee arises more out of inac-
tion and ignorance of the Ministry
concerned, and rarely out of ideo-
logical or policy reasons. So, the
following changes could be sug-
gested to be made into procedures
meant for consideration of Bills.

First, the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha and the Chairman of the Ra-
jya Sabha have powers to refer
Bills to a DRSC of Parliament. This
requirement is often given a go by
for various political or administra-
tive reasons. It may be useful to
make the process of reference of
Bills to these committees compul-
sory/an automatic process. An ex-
emption could be made with the
specifi�c approval of the Speaker/
Chairman after detailed reasons
for the same. The prerogative of
the House to refer the Bills to the
Standing committee, through an
amendment, would, of course, re-
main unaff�ected.

Second, all discussions in the
Parliamentary Standing Commit-
tee should be frank and free. For
this, it may be provided that dur-
ing the discussions of the commit-
tee meetings, no whip of the party
would apply to them. In any case,
they have the liberty to vote in fa-
vour or against the Bill in
Parliament.

Third, the committees can be gi-
ven a fi�xed timeline to come up
with the recommendation and
present its report which can be de-
cided by the Speaker/Chairman.
The committees mostly abide by
this direction of the Speaker/
Chairman. But to deal with just
political exigencies, it can be pro-
vided that in case the committee

fails to give its recommendation
within the approved/extended
time, the Bill may be put up before
the House concerned directly.

Fourth, to ensure quality work
in the committees, experts in the
fi�eld may be invited who could
bring with them the necessary do-
main knowledge and also help in-
troduce the latest developments
and trends in that fi�eld from
worldwide. It would be value for
money if some subject matter ex-
perts/young researchers could be
associated with the committee for
a short period.

Fifth, the Speaker/Chairman
should have the right to fi�x a time
limit, sometimes even stringent, if
the government of the day asks for
it and the demand is found to be
reasonable by the
Speaker/Chairman.

Sixth, between two sessions,
there is generally enough time to
organise committee meetings for
discussions on Bills in the parlia-
mentary committees. Sometimes,
the government and the commit-
tee chairmen are lax in this res-
pect, and then try to push through
these pieces of legislation when
the next session is announced.
Hence, it is important for the Mi-
nistry of Parliamentary Aff�airs to
keep an eye on this and, in collab-
oration with the committee chair-
men, get these parliamentary
works organised during the inter-
sessional period, in advance.

Seventh and last, when it comes
to the budget proposals of the Mi-
nistries, the committees should
not limit themselves to discussing
just the budget proposals and en-
dorsing them with a few qualifi�ca-
tions here or amendments there.
They should also come up with
suggestions for the Ministry to
take up new initiatives and people-
friendly measures.

Desh Deepak Verma is a former Indian
Administrative Service offi�cer and a
former Secretary-General of the Rajya
Sabha

Parliamentary business and an essential pit stop 
Referring Bills to the Department Related Parliamentary Standing Committees does help the process of lawmaking 
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Pulling up the States for the
delay in completion of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s fl�agship rural house-
hold scheme — Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Gra-
min) — the Union Ministry of
Rural Development has
come up with a set of penal-
ties that the State govern-
ments will have to bear for
any further delay. Opposi-
tion-ruled West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha,

along with BJP-ruled Assam,
are the leading four States
who are far behind their
targets.

This is the fi�rst time, since
the scheme started in April
2016 with a target of con-
structing 2.95 crore houses,

that the Union Government
has introduced a penalty
clause. The initial deadline
for the scheme was March
2022, which owing to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic was ex-
tended by another two years
till March 2024. 

“The order is only to en-
sure that the States pay more
attention to the programme.
Because of the pandemic, we
have already missed one
deadline and now we have
only 19 months till March
2024 to complete all the
pending houses,” a senior of-
fi�cial at the Ministry said.

Under the scheme, the go-
vernment has set itself a tar-
get of 2.95 crore houses. This
number was deduced from
the Socio-Economic Caste
Survey, 2011. As per the sta-
tistics available with the Un-
ion Ministry of Rural Deve-
lopment, till August 2022,
2.02 crore houses have been
constructed.

On September 13, the Mi-
nistry sent a circular to all
States listing out six penalty
clauses. If the sanction of the
house is delayed for more
than one month from the
date of issue of the target,
the State government will be
penalised ₹�10 per house for
the fi�rst month of delay and
₹�20 per house for each sub-
sequent month of delay. Si-
milarly, if the fi�rst instalment
due to the benefi�ciary is de-
layed for more than seven
days from the date of sanc-
tion, then the State govern-
ments will have to pay ₹�10
per house per week of delay. 

Centre to fi�ne
States that do 
not meet targets 
Sobhana K. Nair
New Delhi

Ambitious goals: Under the scheme, the Union government
has set itself a target of constructing 2.95 crore houses.

Delay in govt.’s fl�agship PMAY-G scheme to invite penalty
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The circular has specifi�ed
that no penalty would be
imposed if the central funds
are not available with the
State.

Out of the remaining 93
lakh houses, Chhattisgarh
and West Bengal are the big-
gest off�enders. The Union
Government is yet to release
funds for 12 lakh houses in
Chhattisgarh and 11 lakh
houses in West Bengal.
Funds to both these States
for this fi�nancial year were
withheld for various lapses.

In case of West Bengal, af-
ter complaints from the BJP
MPs from the State against
the Mamata Banerjee go-

vernment’s move to repack-
age the scheme as Bangla
Awas Yojana and other pro-
cedural gaps, the Union Go-
vernment had withheld
funds due to pending res-
ponse from the State go-
vernment. The decision to
release the funds now lies
with Union Minister Giriraj
Singh.

Among other States, As-
sam has not sanctioned se-
ven lakh houses and Odisha
has not sanctioned nine
lakh houses. Maharashtra
with 2.5 lakh houses and Bi-
har with two lakh houses
are also among top off�en-
ders.

Delay in PMAY-G
scheme to invite penalty



Earlier this week, the former Gover-
nor of the Reserve Bank of India,
Raghuram Rajan, questioned the
Central government’s production-
linked incentive (PLI) scheme, argu-
ing that it works against the inter-
ests of Indian consumers. In doing
so, he revived the larger debate on
the government’s eff�orts to promote
the country’s manufacturing sector
through subsidies, and on its rela-
tive importance vis-a-vis the services
sector. Ajay Shah and Nagesh Ku-
mar discuss this issue and talk
about creating enabling conditions,
in a discussion moderated by
Prashanth Perumal J. Edited
excerpts:

Should government policy
focus on promoting any
particular sector of the
economy?

Ajay Shah: I’m sceptical of the
state bureaucracy being able to un-
derstand and anticipate which sec-
tors will do well and which sectors
will do badly. It is very diffi�cult to fo-
recast the future. Only risk-taking
entrepreneurs can take speculative
bets, such as saying the computer
hardware industry or automobile
component manufacturing will do
well in India. Who could have pred-
icted that two-wheelers in India
would fi�ght off� foreign competition
pretty well while dozens of other
manufacturing businesses would
get butchered by foreign competi-
tion? It is not feasible for offi�cials in
bureaucracies to look at the indus-
trial landscape and make specula-
tive calls. That’s because they do not
have the necessary information or
the forecasting ability. Nor do they
have the incentive, like private busi-
nesses do. Also, there is nobody to
protect them if their speculation
goes wrong; when their speculation
goes wrong, they will be investigat-
ed by the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation and the Enforcement Direc-
torate. So, which offi�cial is ever
going to take a risk? For all these
reasons, the task of fi�guring out
which sector to focus on is best left
to the private sector. The job of the
government is to create a broad ena-
bling environment.

Nagesh Kumar: I have a slightly

diff�erent view. I think the history of
development not just in developing
countries, but also in industrialised
countries today tells a diff�erent sto-
ry. They all made strategic interven-
tions, or had an industrial policy.
While I agree that the government
can’t do everything, prioritising cer-
tain sectors that have desirable fea-
tures such as higher job creation or
greater industrialisation is wel-
come. There was a time when in-
dustrial policy had become a bad
word, but it has resurfaced in an ag-
gressive manner with diff�erent
countries favouring certain indus-
tries. The latest example is the 2022
CHIPS [and Science] Act in the U.S.,
under which some $50 billion in in-
centives will be given to American
companies to develop or to streng-
then their semiconductor industry.
Each of the East Asian countries
such as Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
Malaysia, Thailand, China and Viet-
nam has a story of strategic inter-
ventions by the state and has be-
come a manufacturing powerhouse
running consistent trade and cur-
rent account surpluses. There is so-
mething to be learned from them.
In such a context, the Centre’s deci-
sion to promote the manufacturing
sector is timely because India has fa-
voured an agriculture and services-
dominated economy over the years.

Should India focus on
manufacturing over services?

NK: So far, in services, we have cer-
tainly developed some advantage
and we are doing rather well. Ser-
vices’ share of the economy has
gone up to over 50% of the GDP. Ho-
wever, this sector has not been able
to create enough jobs in a commen-
surate manner. The result is that
agriculture still continues to sustain
nearly half of India’s workforce,
which means that 15% of GDP is sup-
porting some 45% of the workforce.
We need more productive job op-
portunities for the workforce to
shift away from agriculture. We
need to focus attention on the ma-
nufacturing sector because of the
direct and indirect jobs that it can
create. It is an empirical fact that
manufacturing of all productive sec-
tors has the highest backward and
forward linkages. So, all together,

there is signifi�cant potential for the
manufacturing sector to create
higher productivity jobs for people
stuck in agricultural activities. That
is the future for India.

AS: On industrial policy, when we
look at world history, we see many
attempts by governments to pick
winners. It is always possible to fi�nd
interventions which look good with
the benefi�t of hindsight. But at the
same time, there are many more
stories of failure. Everyone who
thinks that you should have a strong
leader and points to [former Prime
Minister of Singapore] Lee Kuan
Yew as an example of how well a
strong leader works also needs to
counterbalance this with the fact
that there are hundreds of strong
leaders all over the world who have
done badly. So, while it is always
possible to fi�nd individual episodes,
such as the role of the Taiwanese go-
vernment in fostering the semicon-
ductor ecosystem in Taiwan, it is al-
so possible to identify a very large
number of failure stories. And the
overall assessment of industrial pol-
icy is not good.

Second, we should think about
the country that we operate in. We
should think about state capacity,
bureaucratic capacity, the incen-
tives of policymakers, the capabili-
ties of policymakers, etc. We’ve got
to come up with policy ideas that
are sensitive to our realities. There
was remarkable civil service quality
in the early years after indepen-
dence in India. Later, intervention-
ist policies led to a corrosion of civil
service quality and of state capacity.
So, we should be careful in giving
high discretion in the hands of the
state. Since we already have low
state capacity, the greater the dis-
cretion in the hands of the state, the
greater the danger of further cor-

roding state capacity.

Aren’t schemes like the PLI
prone to the risk of cronyism?

NK: It is possible that the PLI would
lead to some kind of cronyism. But
when subsidies are linked to perfor-
mance, there is little room for dis-
cretion. There are objective criteria
which have been defi�ned, such as
you getting a certain percentage in
incentive if you perform better than
last year. And of course, one can
have third-party verifi�cation of per-
formance to minimise misuse. Also,
as we go along, we can tighten the
criteria further to things such as ex-
port performance, competitiveness
and innovation. So, it is possible to
have an incentive system and
achieve most of the objectives with-
out major problems.

AS: If you read the details of the PLI
policy framework and the indus-
tries that it applies to, of course it is
subject to many discretionary deci-
sions. There are always pushes and
pulls. When these frameworks are
established, only large fi�rms are
able to do the hard work of pound-
ing the corridors of power, and en-
gaging with the government, fi�lling
in all the forms and getting these be-
nefi�ts. If there are structural pro-
blems, it’s better to go to the root
cause and solve it because then eve-
rybody benefi�ts, every company —
large or small, domestic or outward
oriented — benefi�ts from a more ra-
tional policy environment. If there

is a mistake in the GST (Goods and
Services Tax), solve it; if there is a
mistake in the Companies Act, solve
it; if there is a mistake in income tax
treatment, solve it. I don’t buy it
when people say electricity is ex-
pensive in India or labour is cheap.
The competitive advantage of oper-
ating in India is that labour is cheap.
But it doesn’t mean everything has
to be cheap. There will be a variety
of inputs that goes into an industry
and each fi�rm has to fi�gure out
whether it is competitive to operate
in India. What policymakers should
focus on is just mistakes of public
policy. We should focus on things
like the way the Companies Act
works, the way Indian capital con-
trols work, the way income tax
works, the way GST works, etc.

Shouldn’t the government
liberalise all sectors and let
market forces decide
outcomes?

NK: The sectors that have been se-
lected by the government include
some of the new sunrise sectors,
such as the semiconductor indus-
try, which are highly import-depen-
dent. The feeling is that we can
make some of these things in India a
part of a domestic industrialisation
drive. Industries have been chosen
based on where there is an oppor-
tunity to create new industries or
reduce the dependence on imports,
or where there are high spillovers or
linkages to other sectors. So, indus-
tries benefi�ting from these subsidies
have not been randomly chosen. Of
course, one could argue that there
are also other sectors that merit
subsidies, but one has to start so-
mewhere. The start would obvious-
ly be from the most promising sec-
tors and sunrise sectors which are
coming up. I don’t think these sec-
tors have been selected to benefi�t a
particular individual. You could fi�nd
one or two of them, but most repre-
sent opportunities that India should
be exploiting at this moment.

AS: I remain sceptical, as economic
policymakers do not have a crystal
ball to know the future. In India’s
history, the decisions of some of the
most respected thinkers and policy-
makers, when it comes to favouring
this or that sector, have proved to be
wrong. So I just don’t fi�nd it persua-
sive that we have the forecasting ca-
pacity. It is risky, it is speculative,

and the word speculative appro-
priately belongs in the private sec-
tor. You want to trade on the stock
market? I’m all for sophisticated dis-
cussion on that. Should we be buy-
ing the stocks of a labour-intensive
garment company? Or should we be
buying the shares of an electronics
manufacturing company? That’s a
discussion for private speculators to
have; it’s not a discussion for people
in public policy. And I just want to
come back to the argument that
since in the U.S. there is the CHIPS
Act, that justifi�es a similar policy in
India. I have two problems with
that. First, as Ashok Desai stated,
‘Every bad idea has been adopted in
at least one good country.’ For ex-
ample, because they have agricultu-
ral subsidies in Europe, you will ar-
gue that we should have agricultural
subsidies in India. That’s a slippery
slope. We should always be able to
argue things from fi�rst principles.
And then remember the magnitude
of the numbers we are comparing.
When you look at the European
agriculture subsidy divided by Euro-
pean GDP, it’s nothing. When you
take the American subsidies for
chips and divide it by the American
GDP, it’s nothing. Whereas here, in
India, if you think of a trillion dol-
lars of exports, and then 6% of that,
it’s taking a signifi�cant chunk out of
the tiny amount of tax revenues of
the Indian state.

NK: I don’t buy this argument. Until
a policy has been implemented,
how will you know if it is right or
wrong? When we are trying to re-
vive our economy, and we want the
investment cycle to pick up, we
need to persuade investors to in-
vest. And for that, some incentivisa-
tion is important, especially in the
context of other countries off�ering
incentives. If we don’t off�er incen-
tives, we do so at our own peril. So,
we need to be vigilant. It is an open
economy context that we are work-
ing in; it is not a closed economy
context any more. So, we have to
see what others are doing. And if
you don’t, all the investments of
chip manufacturers will simply go
to the U.S. or Taiwan. Wherever
they get more incentives, they will
go, and we won’t get any of them.
So, I feel that what has been done
through the PLI, and the current fo-
cus of the government to promote
the manufacturing sector, is the
right thing to do at this moment.

Should India choose manufacturing over services? 
Manufacturing can create higher productivity
jobs; but India’s limited state capacity is a risk 
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<> When we are trying to
revive our economy, we
need to persuade investors
to invest. And for that,
some incentivisation is
important.
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Fitch Ratings on Thursday
cut its forecast for India’s
economic growth in 2022-23
to 7%, from 7.8% projected
earlier, citing the global
slowdown, high infl�ation
and the RBI’s monetary ac-
tions to tame it as reasons. It
also pared its 2023-24 out-
look to 6.7%, from 7.4%.

Fitch also slashed its 2022
global growth forecast to
2.4%, from 2.9%, in view of
the European gas crisis, high
infl�ation and a sharp acceler-
ation in the pace of global
monetary policy tightening
that was taking a heavy toll
on economic prospects.

“The eurozone and U.K.

are now expected to enter re-
cession later this year and
Fitch forecasts that the U.S.
will suff�er a mild recession in
mid-2023,” the ratings fi�rm
said in its latest global eco-
nomic outlook.

While India’s economy re-
gistered 13.5% growth in the
April to June quarter, the rat-
ings agency said this was be-
low its expectation of an
18.5% surge. “Seasonally ad-
justed estimates show a 3.3%

quarter-on-quarter decline
though this seems to be at
odds with high-frequency in-
dicators,” it noted, citing im-
provements in PMI readings
and industrial growth data
through the quarter.

“Manufacturing PMI... al-
so recovered strongly in July
and remained upbeat in Au-
gust, with the RBI saying that
“domestic activity remains
resilient.” Nevertheless, we
expect the economy to slow
given the global economic
backdrop, elevated infl�ation
and tighter monetary poli-
cy,” the ratings agency said.

Fitch expects the RBI to
further tighten the policy
rate to 5.9%, from 5.4% cur-
rently, by the end of the year. 

Fitch cuts FY23 India growth
outlook to 7% on high infl�ation
Ratings fi�rm fl�ags global slowdown, expects RBI to continue with rate increases 
Special Correspondent
New Delhi 

Mixed picture: While manufacturing PMI remained upbeat,
infl�ation and the policy response may slow growth. * AFP 



Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman stressed the
need for the government
and regulators to monitor fi�-
nancial sector risks and mar-
ket developments on a con-
tinuous basis and take
timely actions to mitigate
vulnerabilities at a meeting
of the Financial Stability and
Development Council
(FSDC) on Thursday.

Among the systemic is-
sues deliberated upon by the
council, chaired by Ms. Sith-
araman, were early warning
indicators for the economy
and the administration’s
preparedness to deal with
them. The council, which in-
cludes all fi�nancial sector

regulators and top offi�cials
of the Finance Ministry, met
in Mumbai.

“The council also took
note of the preparation in
respect of fi�nancial sector is-
sues to be taken up during
India’s G20 Presidency in
2023,” the Finance Ministry

said in a statement.
Improving the effi�ciency

of the existing fi�nancial and
credit information systems,
issues of governance and
management in Systemically
Important Financial Institu-
tions including Financial
Market Infrastructures, and
the strengthening of the cy-
bersecurity framework in
the fi�nancial sector were al-
so discussed.

“A common KYC for all fi�-
nancial services, update and
next steps on account aggre-
gators, issues relating to
power sector fi�nancing were
also discussed along with
the need for utilisation of the
services of registered va-
luers by all government de-
partments,” it added.

Monitor fi�nancial sector risks
for timely action, urges FM
FSDC reviews early warning signals, Centre’s preparedness
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Nirmala Sitharaman



Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called on
the automobile sector to
achieve self-suffi�ciency,
while also stressing on the
need to expedite innovations
for greener alternatives. 

The automobile industry,
on its part, has set a target of
becoming near 100% self-re-
liant in the entire manufac-
turing value chain by 2047,
while also becoming one of
the two largest producers in

every segment of automo-
biles in the world. The indus-
try, however, added that a
long-term regulatory road-
map is among the key ena-
blers that can be helpful in
better planning of invest-
ments, technologies and

product development.
“Our government has

adopted an enabling ap-
proach towards creating a
global manufacturing hub by
encouraging manufacturers
to ‘Make in India’. ‘Amrit
Kaal’ is an opportunity to
achieve self-suffi�ciency in ev-
ery sector and the automo-
bile sector is no exception,”
the Prime Minister said in his
message to the industry at
the 62nd Annual Convention
of the Society of Indian Auto-
mobile Manufacturers.

Need of the hour
Mr. Modi added that it is a
need of the hour that the au-
tomobile industry’s innova-

tion for greener alternatives
attains a new momentum, to
ensure the protection and
conservation of environ-
ment, as well as help in mak-
ing India self-reliant.

Speaking at the event,
SIAM President Kenichi Ayu-
kawa said that currently the
industry is going through a
unique phase. 

“Some segments have
started to see recovery after
the pandemic, while a few
are still struggling. For exam-
ple, mass segments like en-
try-level cars and two-wheel-
ers are facing huge reduction
in demand owing to signifi�-
cant increase in the acquisi-
tion cost,” he said. 

PM bats for a ‘greener’ automobile sector
Modi urges the
industry to focus
on self-suffi�ciency

Narendra Modi 

Special correspondent
NEW DELHI



Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Thursday that
it was the government’s aim
to resolve inter-boundary
disputes in the north-east
and strike a conciliation
with all armed insurgent
groups in the region before
2024. 

Mr. Shah was speaking at
the signing of a tripartite
memorandum of settlement
between the Government of
India, the Assam govern-
ment and eight armed Adi-
vasi groups of Assam. 

Violence goes down 
He said that in the past three
years, many agreements
had been signed with the
armed groups and 93%
pacts had been implement-
ed on the ground. 

He said the number of in-
surgency-related incidents
in the north-east decreased
from 824 in 2014 to 158. The
number of civilian killings in
the region declined from 212
in 2014 to six, and the num-
ber of security forces killed
during the same period had
reduced to two from 20 ear-
lier. More than 10,000

cadres had surrendered and
joined the mainstream after
2014 and more than 7,000
weapons had been surren-
dered. 

AFSPA relaxed
Mr. Shah said it was the aim
of the government to make
the north-east “terrorism-
free”. 

The Home Minister said
that because of the improve-
ment in the security situa-
tion, the disturbed areas un-
der the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSPA)
had been reduced from a
large part of the north-east. 

‘Aim is conciliation with
all armed groups in N-E’ 
Fall in insurgency incidents, says Shah 
Vijaita Singh
New Delhi
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Home Minister Amit Shah
greets representatives of
the armed Adivasi groups.
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consented to abandon
armed group violence, to
follow the rule of law esta-
blished by the Constitution
and join the peaceful demo-
cratic process. 

Mr. Shah said the major
provisions of the agreement
included fulfi�lling political,
economic, and educational
aspirations and protecting,
preserving, and promoting
social, cultural, linguistic,
and ethnic identities. 

A special development
package of ₹�1,000 crore
would be provided over a
period of fi�ve years for in-
frastructure development in
Adivasi-populated areas.

“About 60% of Assam is now
free from the AFSPA. In Ma-
nipur, 15 police stations in
six districts were taken out
of the periphery of the dis-
turbed area. In Arunachal
Pradesh, the AFSPA remains
in only three districts and
two police stations in one
district. In Nagaland, the
disturbed area notifi�cation
was removed from 15 police
stations in seven districts
and in Tripura and Megha-
laya, the AFSPA was with-
drawn completely,” the Mi-
nister said. 

The Home Ministry said
that as per the agreement,
the eight tribal groups had

‘Aim is conciliation with
all armed groups in N-E’ 



General Studies Paper I 

A 
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from 

ancient to modern times;  

B 
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant 

events, personalities, issues;  

C 
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of 

the country;  

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;  

E 
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, 

re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,  

F 
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the 

society 

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;  

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;  

I Role of women and women’s organization;  

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism 

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;  

L 
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water 

bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;  

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.  

N 
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian 

subcontinent);  

O 
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various 

parts of the world (including India);  

P Population and associated issues;  

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies 

    

General Studies Paper II 

A India and its neighbourhood- relations;  

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;  

C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;  

D 
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s 

interests. 

E 
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions 

and basic structure;  

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;  

G 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the 

federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein; 

Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;  

H 
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges 

and issues arising out of these;  

I 
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and 

Departments;  

J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;  



K 
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various 

Constitutional bodies;  

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;  

M 
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these 

vulnerable sections;  

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;  

O 
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, 

models, successes, limitations, and potential;  

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures; 

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,  

R 
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance 

of these schemes;  

S 
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education 

and human resources;  

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health 

    

General Studies Paper III 

A 
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development 

and employment;  

B 
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial 

growth;  

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;  

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;  

E Land reforms in India 

F 
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and 

irrigation systems;  

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;  

H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing. 

I 
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, 

limitations, revamping;  

J 
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and 

downstream requirements, supply chain management;  

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices 

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology; 

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;  

N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;  

O Issues relating to intellectual property rights 

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment 

Q Disaster and disaster management 

R 
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social 

networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;  

S Money-laundering and its prevention;  

T Various forces and their mandate;  

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;  



V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;  

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;  

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism. 

    

General Studies Paper IV 

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions; 

B Dimensions of ethics;  

C 
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of 

great leaders, reformers and administrators; 

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values. 

E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;  

F Moral and political attitudes;  

G Social influence and persuasion. 

H 

Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship, 

objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker 

sections. 

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance. 

J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world. 

K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;  

L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;  

M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as 

N sources of ethical guidance;  

O 
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance; 

ethical issues in international relations and funding;  

P Corporate governance. 

Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service; 

R Philosophical basis of governance and probity; 

S 

Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes 

of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds, 

challenges of corruption. 

T Case Studies on above issues. 

 


