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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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T he United Nations marks today as
International Day for Older Persons
(October 1), as part of the
organisation’s e�orts to draw attention

to healthy ageing. Recently, a report by the UN
Department of Economic and Social A�airs
(UNDESA), “World Population Prospects 2022”,
has projected big shifts in global demographic
patterns in the coming decades. 

As global birth rates stabilise and shrink, 16%
of the world population by 2050 is expected to be
made up of people over 65 years. India will be
home to the largest population in the world
which would include a large elderly
sub-population. This demographic change will
have a profound impact on its health systems. In
this, eye care service delivery is uniquely placed
to be the �rst point-of-contact with the elderly
and to also help with health surveillance and
planning.

Changes to population structure
The “World Population Prospects 2022” report
estimates that by 2050, the global population will
be 9.7 billion people. By then, those older than 65
years will be twice as many as children under
�ve. That year is also projected to be a pivotal
year for India’s population too. The report
projects India’s population to be 1.7 billion by
2050, having overtaken China to be the world’s
most populous country. Eight countries — India is
among them — will account for more than half of
the world’s increasing population by 2050.

Previous United Nations reports have projected
that the proportion of India’s elderly population
will double to be nearly 20% of the total
population by that year. The prevalence of
non-communicable diseases such as diabetes,
hypertension and heart disease, or disabilities

related to vision, hearing or mobility is higher
among the elderly. The change in demographic
structure will increase the pressure on public
health systems that are not geared to deliver
universal health care along with social security
measures such as old-age and disability pensions.

Eye care and elderly health
The Hyderabad Ocular Morbidity in the Elderly
Study (HOMES) by the L.V. Prasad Eye Institute
has been producing a series of systematic reports
on various aspects of health, quality of life,
mental health, morbidity, and disability amongst
the elderly living in homes-for-the-aged in
Hyderabad, Telangana. Using eye care as a point
of entry, the study has been measuring a variety
of health and social metrics in over 1,000
participants (all aged over 60), spread across a
range of socio-economic circumstances. Over
30% of the elderly in the study had distance
vision loss and over 50% had near vision
impairment (they needed reading glasses). Nearly
half the participants had at least one disability
and a third of them had multiple morbidities.
About 70% of them were using at least one
assistive device, spectacles being the most
common. The study also explored the many links
between vision impairment and an elderly
person’s mental health and con�dence. People
with impaired vision had a greater fear, and risk,
of falling (a major cause of disability and
hospitalisation among the elderly). This reduced
their movement and independence, leading to
depression. Addressing their vision impairment
improved lives.

The HOMES data show us that the �rst step
towards tackling basic issues of access and
con�dence in the elderly is to address vision loss.
Eye examinations are also good opportunities to

assess and recognise other systemic issues in the
elderly. The way forward can then be a package
of interventions, including assistive devices for
sight, hearing, and mobility, or referrals to
psychiatric support for depression or other
mental health issues. In this way, eye care can
catalyse a model of elderly care that will help us
recalibrate our approach to this changing world.

There is more. Most eye conditions typically
a�ect those who are very young or the elderly —
age groups that are dependent on others for
health access. Therefore, the Indian eye care
model has always prioritised primary care
‘vision’ centres, bringing care closer to those in
need. Chronic conditions such as diabetes and
hypertension lead to irreversible vision loss and
so, the sector has been building referral networks
connecting with other health specialities.

A perspective
Eye care has also been at the cutting edge of
imaging technologies and tele-health, creating
portable devices and apps that remove access
issues for those who cannot travel far. Crucially,
eye health in India has many cross-subsidy
models to help alleviate the �nancial burden on
individuals. 

This set of experiences and expertise has put
eye care in a unique position to help us navigate
the transition to an ageing society. The future of
elderly care needs to be long term,
comprehensive, and integrated, and must be
oriented towards primary care to be accessible. It
must account for all kinds of socio-economic
realities, working to ensure that no elderly person
is denied care irrespective of their �nancial
status. A comprehensive eye examination can be
the �rst step towards enabling such a healthy and
happy future for our elderly citizens.

As India ages, keeping an eye on the elderly 

Tejah Balantrapu 

is Associate Director,
Science, Health Data,
and Story-telling, L.V.
Prasad Eye Institute

With big shifts
in global
demographic
patterns being
projected, eye
care service
delivery is
uniquely placed
to help in health
surveillance
and planning
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T he Supreme Court’s ruling holding that
single and unmarried women have the
same right to a medically safe abortion as

married women is a necessary intervention to set
right an anomaly between the letter of the law
and its practice. Anchored on the equality clause
in the Constitution, as well as on the right to dig-
nity, privacy and bodily autonomy of women, the
Court has ruled that there is no rationale for ex-
cluding single or unmarried women from the ca-
tegories of women who could seek abortion care
after the completion of 20 weeks of pregnancy,
but before 24 weeks. The Delhi High Court had
declined to allow the termination of the pregnan-
cy of a 25-year-old woman who was in a consen-
sual relationship, but did not want to carry the
pregnancy to term after her partner declined to
marry her. The reason cited was that being un-
married, and the pregnancy having occurred
consensually, she was not eligible for the bene�t
of the amendment under the rules. The High
Court took a technical view, as Rule 3B, which
listed the women eligible for termination of preg-
nancy — such as rape survivors, minors, those
with physical disabilities and mental illness — did
not explicitly include single women who had be-
come pregnant in a consensual relationship.

However, the Court has given a purposive
meaning to the rules. “Change in marital status”
as one of the reasons for which abortion during
the extended upper limit of 24 weeks is permissi-
ble. As the rationale here is a possible change in
the woman’s material circumstances, the Court
has ruled that even abandonment by the partner
could constitute a change in circumstances that
could impact an earlier decision to carry on with
the pregnancy. The legislature has allowed abor-
tions up to the 24th week of pregnancy, if two re-
gistered medical practitioners are of the opinion
that continuing the pregnancy would involve a
risk to the woman’s life or cause grave injury to
her health. Here too, the Court has taken a pur-
posive view, laying down that an unwanted preg-
nancy a�ects a woman’s physical and mental
health, rendering it quite important that she
alone should decide on whether to undergo an
abortion. On a question that did not directly arise
in this case, the Court has said rape survivors
who may legally seek an abortion in the extended
period will also include survivors of marital rape.
This judicial view may prevent questions being
raised as to whether pregnancy caused by mari-
tal rape, which is not a crime, could also be ter-
minated under this rule. At a time when unsafe
abortions remain a major cause of maternal mor-
tality, it is a signi�cant verdict that advances the
cause of safe abortion services.

No discrimination 
Supreme Court ruling makes it easier
for more women to get safe abortions 
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The Supreme Court Colle-
gium led by Chief Justice of
India U.U. Lalit has recom-
mended to the govern-
ment transfer of Chief Jus-
tices of Orissa and Jammu
and Kashmir High Courts.

The Collegium, in a
meeting held on Septem-
ber 28, has sought the
transfer of Orissa High
Court Chief Justice Dr. S.
Muralidhar to Madras High
Court as Chief Justice. It
has recommended the
transfer of Justice Pankaj
Mithal, the Chief Justice of
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court, to Rajasthan as
Chief Justice. 

Justice Muralidhar’s pa-
rent High Court is Delhi
and Justice Mithal’s parent

High Court is Allahabad. 
The Collegium has also

recommended the eleva-
tion of three senior High
Court judges as Chief Jus-
tices. Justice Jaswant
Singh, a judge of the Orissa
High Court, has been re-
commended for appoint-
ment as Orissa High Court
Chief Justice in place of Jus-
tice Muralidhar. Justice
Singh’s parent High Court
is Punjab and Haryana.

Bombay High Court
judge, Justice P.B. Varale,
was recommended for ele-
vation as Karnataka High
Court Chief Justice. Justice

Ali Mohammad Magrey of
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court has been recom-
mended for appointment
as the Court’s Chief Justice. 

The Collegium has also
recommended the transfer
of three judges to various
High Courts. Justice San-
jaya Kumar Mishra has
been recommended for
transfer from Uttarakhand
to Jharkhand High Court.
Justice K. Vinod Chandran
from Kerala to Bombay
High Court and Justice
Aparesh Kumar Singh from
Jharkhand to Tripura High
Court.

The Collegium had, on
September 26, recom-
mended the appointment
of Bombay High Court
Chief Justice Dipankar Dat-
ta as a Supreme Court
judge.

SC Collegium recommends
transfer of two Chief Justices
and elevation of three judges 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

There are 326
vacancies in the 25
High Courts as on
September 1, 2022
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T he result of the �rst
large-scale study of
the Central Go-

vernment’s National Clini-
cal Registry for COVID-19
(NCRC) data, released re-
cently by the Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research
(ICMR), states that hospital
mortality among COVID
patients in the country was
higher among those admit-
ted with chronic kidney
and liver disease, malig-
nancy and tuberculosis.

Previous studies have al-
ready indicated that dia-
betes mellitus and ad-
vanced age contribute to a
higher percentage of mor-
tality among COVID
patients.

MCRC’s study aims to
describe the demographic
and clinical pro�le and as-
certain the determinants
of outcome among hospi-
talised COVID-19 adult pa-
tients in India. 

It used a sample size of
29,509 hospitalised adult
COVID-19 patients — bet-
ween September 1, 2020,
to October 26, 2021 — from

42 hospitals across the
country. 

Supported by the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), the study
has been accepted by the
Quarterly Journal of Medi-
cine, an international jour-
nal of medicine.

Asymptomatic cases 
Of the patients enrolled for
the study, 3,794 (12.9%)
were asymptomatic at the
time of admission and
were admitted due to con-
ditions other than CO-

VID-19 and later diagnosed
with COVID-19 or deve-
loped COVID-19 during the
course of hospitalisation.

More than half (54%) of
the admitted patients re-
quired oxygen support
during their hospital
course and 7.8% required
mechanical ventilation.
The median duration of
hospital stay among the pa-
tients was 7 days and of the
patients who expired,
86.4% died within the �rst
14 days of hospital stay.

The study also highlight-

ed the importance of anti-
SARS-CoV-2 vaccination in
protecting people against
mortality. 

“The current study gives
us an insight into the
trends in COVID treatment
etc and clearly underlines
the protection provided by
COVID-19 vaccination
against in-hospital mortali-
ty. COVID-19 vaccine, irres-
pective of its type, reduced
the odds of death by 50%
with one dose and by 60%
with two doses,” a senior
ICMR o�cial said.

Anxious period: By December 2020, when coronavirus cases had crossed 10 million, the country was
preparing for a massive COVID-19 vaccination drive in the new year. AP

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

First large-scale study of Centre’s National Clinical Registry of COVID-19 data reveals the
correlation; previous studies have indicated that diabetes mellitus is also a signi�cant factor

Mortality higher among
COVID-19 patients with
chronic diseases: report
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Output growth in India’s
eight core infrastructure
sectors slowed to 3.3% in
August from 4.5% in the
previous month. This is the
slowest pace seen since
November 2021, with
crude oil and natural gas
continuing to report con-
tractions while electricity
and steel production
clocked sharply lower ex-
pansions than in the pre-
vious month.

Overall output levels in
the eight sectors that make
up 40% of the Index of In-
dustrial Production, were
1.5% lower than in July
2022, marking the third
successive month of se-

quential contraction. 
CARE Ratings chief eco-

nomist Rajani Sinha attri-
buted the deceleration
‘mainly’ to the base e�ect
from August 2021 when
these sectors’ output had
surged 12.2%. “Compared
with the pre-pandemic pe-
riod of August 2019, the
output of eight core sectors
have recorded healthy
growth of 7.9%.”

Core sector slowed to
3.3% growth in Aug. 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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The Centre’s �scal de�cit
touched 32.6% of the an-
nual target in FY23 till Au-
gust as against 31.1% re-
corded a year earlier,
according to o�cial data.

As per the Controller
General of Accounts, the
government’s total receipts
stood at ₹8.48 lakh crore,
or 37.2% of the Budget Esti-
mates (BE) for FY23, com-
pared with 40.9% in FY22.

Total expenditure was
₹13.9 lakh crore, or 35.2%
of the BE. It was 36.7% of
BE for FY22. 

Fiscal de�cit
hit 32.6% of
FY23 target till
August: data

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Friday said the cen-
tral bank considers the
communication to the go-
vernment for missing the
in�ation targets as privi-
leged communication and
will not be making it
public.

As per the medium-
term in�ation targeting fra-
mework, the RBI has to
write a letter explaining
the reasons for missing the
target and charting out de-
tails on when it is likely to
achieve the target of 4%.

‘RBI letter on
in�ation goal
not to be
made public’

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI
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H aving weathered
two major shocks
-- the COVID-19

pandemic and the con�ict
in Ukraine -- over the last
two-and-a-half years, the
RBI was con�dent that it
could e�ectively deal with
new challenges which may
emerge on the horizon,
Governor Shaktikanta Das
asserted on Friday.

“So far as India is con-
cerned, our bu�ers are ve-
ry strong and our focus is
always on maintaining �-
nancial stability and ma-
croeconomic stability,” Mr.
Das said, when asked to
comment on economist
Nouriel Roubini’s predic-
tion that the U.S. and the
global economy would
likely enter a ‘long and ug-
ly recession’ towards the
end of this year.

“The RBI as a central
bank has to maintain price
and �nancial stability that
is the uppermost objec-
tive,” he emphasised. “If
you recall when the CO-
VID-19 pandemic started,
the expectations were that
all countries will take mas-
sive hit. In fact, our stress
test models showed that
under severe stress... gross
NPAs could go up to 16%.
But that did not happen.”

He said throughout the
pandemic and after the
war started, the RBI had

responded as required
from time to time.

Mr. Das said liquidity in
the system continued to be
in surplus and henceforth
only 14 days VRRR auctions
would be adopted and the
RBI “will continue with our
two-way �ne-tuning opera-
tions of injection or ab-
sorption of liquidity”. 

He said amid the global
currency market turmoil,
the Indian rupee had been
depreciating in an orderly
manner.

“Our focus is on pru-
dent intervention in the fo-
rex market and prudent
management of the foreign
exchange reserves.” 

Stating that India’s fo-
reign exchange reserves at
$537.5 billion as on Sep-
tember 23 compared fa-
vourably with most peer
economies, he said the
‘umbrella’ of forex re-

serves continued to remain
strong.

India’s external sector
remained sound and resi-
lient, he asserted. 

“We at the RBI have
dealt with challenges in the
past. The bu�ers continue
to be strong and our prior-
ity is �nancial stability. The
prospects for the Indian
economy are strong, there
is optimism and con�-
dence,” he added.

Stocks, rupee gain
The bechmark S&P BSE
Sensex rode on gains in �-
nancial stocks to climb
1.8% to 57,426.92 points on
Friday. Gains were led by
Bharti Airtel (4.49%), Indu-
sInd Bank (3.78%), Bajaj Fi-
nance (3.28%), Kotak Bank
(3.22%), Titan (2.95%) and
HDFC Bank (2.93%).

The rupee gained versus
the dollar to close at 81.40.

‘Will ensure �nancial
stability despite
global challenges’ 

Sanguine outlook: We at the RBI have dealt with challenges in the
past. The bu�ers continue to be strong, says Das. AFP

Governor Das says India’s bu�ers are very strong, Reserve Bank of India’s
uppermost objective is to maintain price, macroeconomic stability

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI
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The Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) on Friday
raised the policy repo rate
by 50 basis points (bps) to
5.9%, with RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das citing the
‘persistence of high in�a-
tion that necessitated the
withdrawal of monetary
accommodation to restrain
broadening of price pres-
sures and contain second
round e�ects’.

“This action will sup-
port medium-term growth
prospects,” Mr. Das added.

The committee also vot-
ed by a 5:1 majority to “re-
main focused on withdra-
wal of accommodation to
ensure that in�ation re-
mains within the target go-
ing forward”.

“We are in the midst
of... a storm arising from
aggressive monetary poli-

cy actions and even more
aggressive communication
from advanced economy
central banks,” he said, an-
nouncing the policy.

Noting that these ac-
tions had caused tighten-
ing of �nancial conditions,
extreme volatility and risk
aversion, he asserted:
“Despite this unsettling
global environment, the
Indian economy continues
to be resilient; there is ma-
croeconomic stability.” 

However, given head-
winds from extended geo-
political tensions, tighten-
ing global �nancial
conditions and a possible
decline in external de-
mand, Mr. Das said the RBI
projected economic
growth in FY23 at 7%
(down from the 7.2% it had
forecast earlier).

The MPC, however, re-
tained the retail in�ation
projection for the current
�scal year at 6.7%.

Reserve Bank raises rates
by 50 bps, brings down
growth outlook to 7% 
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday �agged o�
the new and upgraded ver-
sion of the Vande Bharat
Express which will run
from Gandhinagar in Guja-
rat to Mumbai in Maha-
rashtra. Post the �ag o�
from Gandhinagar station,
Mr. Modi also travelled on
the train up to Kalupur
Railway Station.

This is the third Vande
Bharat Express in the
country – after New Delhi-
Varanasi and New Delhi-
Karta Vande Bharat Ex-
press, and comes with sev-
eral features to enhance
comfort as well as safety.

The 16-coach train has a
seating capacity of 1,128
passengers and will halt at
Surat, Vadodara and Ah-
medabad on both direc-
tions. One-way travel time
for the train from Gandhi-

nagar to Mumbai is esti-
mated at around �ve and a
half hours and the passen-
gers would need to shell
out ₹1,275 for traveling in
chair car travel class from
Mumbai to Gandhinagar
and ₹1,440 for the journey
back from Gandhinagar to
Mumbai. Likewise, for ex-
ecutive chair car, the fare
would be ₹2,455 from
Mumbai to Gandhinagar
and ₹2,650 from Gandhi-
nagar to Mumbai.

“Vande Bharat Express
2.0 between Gandhinagar
and Mumbai is going to be
a game changer and will
boost connectivity bet-
ween the two business
hubs of India. It will enable
business owners from Guj-
arat to travel to Mumbai
and vice-versa without
bearing the brunt of high-
cost airline tickets while
availing facilities that are
available on air,” the go-
vernment said.

PM �ags o� Vande
Bharat Express 2.0
from Gandhinagar

Green light: Narendra Modi flagging o� the Gandhinagar-Mumbai
Vande Bharat Express train on Friday. PTI

Yuthika Bhargava
NEW DELHI
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T he draft Indian Telecommunication
Bill, 2022 (Telecom Bill) — published
for public consultation on September
21, 2022 — aims to create a legal

framework attuned to the realities of the 21st
century to ensure India’s socio-economic
development. This Telecom Bill follows the
release of the consultation paper, “Need for a
new legal framework governing
Telecommunication in India”, which was
published on July 23, 2022. However, it fails to let
go of the colonial moorings that have shaped the
law around telecommunications in India for the
past century.

A repackaging
Instead, it represents multiple squandered
opportunities for signi�cant legislative reform.
The Telecom Bill misses the opportunity for the
democratisation of telecommunication services.
Now, it has preferred a move towards
centralisation of power through its new licensing
regime. Here, the Telecom Bill also fails to
inculcate the learnings evolved in courts and
other institutions of authority, and instead
repackages the provisions from
pre-Independence laws to pass them o� as
legislative advancements. This is in lieu of
enacting sweeping legislative reform which would
cement user rights as the cornerstone of the
Indian telecommunication sector.

The Telecom Bill will usher in a wave of stricter
regulations and centralised power by introducing
licences for telecommunication services. The
de�nition for such services has been signi�cantly
expanded under Clause 2(21) of the Telecom Bill
to include online communication service
providers such as WhatsApp, Apple Watch, Jitsi,

etc. Such a move re�ects historical baggage and
�ows from a long-standing argument and
demand made by large telecom companies
(‘telcos’) to bring online communication services
under regulation for a ‘level-playing �eld’.

Threat to innovation, privacy protection
The argument that over-the-top (OTT) services
are a “substitute” of the services provided by
telcos, often termed as the “same service, same
rules” argument, is �awed as the two have
inherently di�erent functionalities. For instance,
while telecom operators act as the gatekeepers to
the underlying broadband infrastructure, OTT
services can only be accessed through
telco-controlled infrastructure. Introduction of
OTT communication services under the ambit of
telecommunication services is illustrative of a
reductionist approach, wherein the diverse
services provided by such OTT service providers
such as social networking and video calling are
aggregated, stripping it of its richness. Such a
move may lead to uncertainty in treatment, build
ad hocism, and pose overbearing compliance and
legal costs on service providers, having
deleterious e�ects on innovation.

On September 14, 2020, the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) issued
recommendations on OTT regulation, which
were broadly supportive of user choice and the
demands raised mainly by digital rights
organisations against placing regulatory burden
on Internet communication services. However,
the Department of Telecommunication (DoT) did
not recognise these positive recommendations
and also further diluted TRAI’s responsibility of
providing recommendations to the central
government prior to issuing licences under
Clause 46. Moreover, the central government
may, in exercising its exclusive privilege to issue a
licence, require such online service providers to
store data locally, in India. Such a data
localisation requirement confers excessive
discretion to the Government, and adversely
a�ects the privacy of individuals.

Further, the expansion of the de�nition of
telecommunication services to include OTT
communication services, coupled with the
requirements for interception under Clause
24(2)(a) may signal the death knell for end-to-end
encryption (E2EE) in India. While previously
Section 5(2) of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885
authorised interception of messages transmitted
through telegraphs, this has not halted attempts,
regardless of success, by the executive to expand
the provision to include OTT communication

services such as Whatsapp and Signal.
Indeed, there is ongoing litigation before the

Supreme Court of India in which the traceability
requirement of the Information Technology
Rules, 2021 is under challenge. However, the
Telecom Bill formalises these attempts of the
executive to bypass the privacy protecting
practice of E2EE and requires OTT
communication service providers such as
Whatsapp and Signal to intercept or disclose any
message or class of messages to the authorised
o�cer. These attempts are in stark contrast with
the recommendations and learnings evolved in
the last decade by the Supreme Court in its right
to privacy decision (2017) and the Justice B.N.
Srikrishna Committee Report on data protection
(2018). Both of these signalled the urgent need for
reform of the existing surveillance framework in
the country due to its lack of independent
oversight and propensity for misuse.

Suspension of net services
Replicating this failure to learn from knowledge
accumulated post-Independence, Clause 24(2)(b)
of the Telecom Bill lays down, for the �rst time, a
speci�c power for suspension of Internet services
(Internet shutdowns). In addition to the impact
Internet shutdowns have on the fundamental
right to free speech of citizens, the high economic
costs of such shutdowns have also been
consistently raised as a criticism. Here, the
Telecom Bill, which recognises socio-economic
growth as one of its stated objectives, fails to take
su�cient steps to deliver on its promise. The
clause does not solve any of the issues that exist
with the current framework for Internet
shutdowns in India, speci�cally the Temporary
Suspension of Telecom Services (Public
Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017.
Learnings and recommendations from the
Supreme Court’s decision in 2020 in Anuradha
Bhasin vs Union Of India and the 2021 report of
the Standing Committee on Information
Technology �nd no place in the Telecom Bill.

The opportunity for signi�cant legislative
reform has been squandered not just for
surveillance and Internet shutdowns but also for
net neutrality. India has in the past adopted an
indigenous and progressive approach towards net
neutrality. However, we are today missing an
opportunity to set global standards by not
introducing principles of net neutrality in the
Telecom Bill. DoT is inviting comments from the
public till October 20, 2022. This is a bill that
impacts everyday Internet users, their choices
and safety. Thus, it must be engaged with widely.

Letting go of a chance to democratise telecom services 

Anushka Jain 

is Associate Policy
Counsel at the
Internet Freedom
Foundation, 
New Delhi

The draft
Indian Tele-
communication
Bill, 2022,
struggles to
break free of its
colonial roots

GE
TT

Y 
IM

AG
ES

/IS
TO

CK
PH

OT
O



C O U R T E S Y  T H E  H I N D U

DAILY    NEWS    ANALYSIS

I n the early hours of September 22, when a
joint team of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) and the Delhi Police raided a
�at in Shaheen Bagh in southeast Delhi, it

�rst removed a huge iron board erected outside.
The green-and-white board, on which ‘Popular
Front of India’ (PFI) was painted in bold letters,
would have made it easy for people to gather at
the building, said Shahnawaz Khan, a real estate
agent who was present when the raids took
place.

A countrywide operation
The raid was not restricted to the Delhi head-
quarters of the PFI, located in rented accommo-
dation on the ground �oor of the building in the
congested area of Shaheen Bagh; the Union
Home Ministry and the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
had chalked out a plan to detain and arrest key

PFI functionaries across India
that day. This gave the PFI no
time to react or mobilise peo-
ple in protest. Barring Kerala,
which saw large-scale violence
the next day on account of a
�ash hartal called by the out�t,
no incident was reported from
any other region even though
the PFI has a presence in 23
States and Union Territories.
In a coordinated operation,
109 members of the PFI were
picked up from di�erent States
by the NIA and the police and
detained under the stringent

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), un-
der which it is near impossible to secure bail.

A second round of raids followed on Septem-
ber 27, when second-rung leaders and suppor-
ters of the PFI were taken into preventive custo-
dy. Hours later, the Home Ministry declared the
PFI and its eight front organisations, including its
student wing, the Campus Front of India (CFI), as
“unlawful associations” for �ve years. The opera-
tion, code-named ‘Octopus’, was kept under
wraps, with IB Director Tapan Kumar Deka and
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval monitoring
the situation from September 21 from a control
room. No one in the top leadership of the PFI was
absconding or had gone underground.

“They �rst broke into the homes of the nation-
al leadership [of the PFI]. The arrests were not
based on any �ndings; the real intention was to
detain the leadership. The NIA has levelled sever-
al allegations [against the PFI]. Many leaders had
no cases against them in the past. Our founding
chairman, E. Abubacker (72), is a cancer patient.
He has also been taken to Delhi,” said Ahmad
Kutti, who handled media relations for the PFI in
Kerala, a day before the ban was imposed.

The ban on the PFI had been in the works for a
few years, but the perception that the Central go-
vernment led by the Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP)
was dithering on account of a possible backlash
from friendly ‘Muslim’ countries in West Asia, es-
pecially after the Nupur Sharma episode, expe-
dited the move. (Sharma made controversial re-
marks on Prophet Mohammad and was
suspended from the BJP following a diplomatic
storm.) The upcoming Assembly elections in Kar-

nataka, where the PFI, the CFI and the Social De-
mocratic Party of India (SDPI), regarded as the
political wing of the PFI, have gained considera-
ble electoral ground, were also a factor, an o�-
cial from the Home Ministry said.

A controversial organisation
The PFI was founded in 2006, a year after the
merger of three Muslim groups — the National
Democratic Front in Kerala, the Karnataka Fo-
rum for Dignity, and the Manitha Neethi Pasarai
in Tamil Nadu. It described itself as a non-go-
vernmental organisation and a neo-social move-
ment striving for the empowerment of marginal-
ised, deprived and oppressed sections of India.
While its origins were in south India, the PFI
soon expanded across the country by merging
with other organisations. There were no women
among the 13 members of the national leader-
ship of the PFI, who were all Muslim. The PFI had
a strong cadre-based presence in Kerala. In its
ban order, the Home Ministry said that some of
the leaders of the PFI were members of the out-
lawed Students’ Islamic Movement of India.

The ban order cited the �rst major instance of
violence which propelled the PFI to the lime-
light: the attack on Professor T.J. Joseph of New-
man College in Kerala’s Idukki district in 2010. A
question paper Joseph had set for an internal ex-
am was perceived by some as o�ending Muslim
religious sentiments (denigrating the Prophet).
In July that year, when Joseph was returning
from church one evening, his hand was chopped
o� by activists allegedly belonging to the PFI. He
was then suspended from college. Joseph was
reinstated in service only in 2014 on a Friday and
accorded a retirement farewell the following
Monday. But he had already su�ered another tra-
gedy by then: his wife had died by suicide.

Soon after this incident, cases against the PFI
started mounting. The activities of the PFI cost
some of its members their jobs. On January 26
this year, the PFI launched a seven-month ‘Save
the Republic’ campaign from Tamil Nadu. Speak-
ing at the inaugural programme in Kanniyakuma-
ri, Anis Ahmed, the national general secretary of
the PFI, who is now imprisoned, thanked those
present “because in today’s India it takes extraor-
dinary courage to attend a PFI programme.” A
post-graduate in computer application, Ahmed
regularly participated on TV debates. He was
sacked in July by the mobile phone company in
Bengaluru, where he held the position of global

technical o�cer. In 2020, O.M.A. Salam, chair-
man of the PFI, who holds a master’s degree in
chemistry from the University of Calicut, was sus-
pended from the Kerala State Electricity Board
where he was employed.

Since 2010, more than 1,400 criminal cases
have been registered against leaders and mem-
bers of the PFI and its a�liates across the coun-
try. The NIA registered 19 PFI-related cases and
�led charge sheets against 355 persons; �ve cases
were registered this year. The agency secured
convictions of 46 arraigned persons, including 21
members of the PFI and the SDPI found guilty of
participating in an arms training camp in 2013 at
Narath in Kannur, under various provisions of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the UAPA. The
NIA alleged in court that the PFI conspired to in-
dulge in unlawful activities to create enmity
among members of di�erent religions and
groups, thereby intending to disrupt public tran-
quility and cause disa�ection against India.

In this context, the ban on the PFI and its a�-
liates has not come as a surprise. Although most
organisations were circumspect in their reactions
to the Central government’s action, sources with-
in the PFI camp said they had been expecting the
ban to take place. “What more can you anticipate

in a country ruled by
the biggest commu-
nal organisation,”
asked K.P.O. Rah-
mathulla, Kerala gen-
eral secretary of the
National Confedera-
tion of Human Rights
Organisations
(NCHRO), one of the
organisations banned
by the Home Minis-
try. He said the
NCHRO has now
stopped all its activi-
ties. “We will not be

responsible if anyone acts or makes statements in
the name of the organisation,” he said. Some PFI
leaders arrested by the NIA, including P. Koya, a
retired college lecturer and a national council
member of the group, had apparently geared
themselves up for incarceration.

The SDPI said the ban was the latest instance
of the ruling dispensation muzzling opposition.
SDPI national president M.K. Faizy said all those
who spoke against the BJP regime were being
ruthlessly suppressed. The general secretary of
SDPI Kerala, Ajmal Ismail, described the ban as
part of “an undeclared emergency”. A ban could
not exterminate a group, he said. “The RSS (Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh) was banned thrice; to-
day, it rules the nation. The Communist Party of
India was banned in the country, but today it
rules Kerala,” Ismail said. He claimed that it was
the failure of secular parties that Hindutva
groups had tightened their grip over the country.
“The problem with the secular parties is that they
view the hunter and victim with the same eye.
This stand will never strengthen democracy. We
don’t expect justice when forces like the RSS are
in power.”

The Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) said
it had opposed the PFI’s ideology since its incep-
tion and would continue �ghting all forms of
communalism. “The PFI has done great harm to
minorities. Its activities fuelled majority commu-
nalism in the country,” said IUML national gener-
al secretary P.K. Kunhalikutty, a legislator in the
Kerala Assembly. “But banning the PFI while al-
lowing a communally extremist organisation like
the RSS to act according to its whims is unfair.” 

Allegations of murder, money laundering
In its report �led before the Special Court in Ko-
chi in connection with the arrest of 11 PFI leaders
from Kerala, the NIA alleged that the activists of
the PFI and its feeder organisations had encour-
aged vulnerable youth to join terrorist organisa-
tions, including the Lashkar-e-Taiba, the Islamic
State, and al-Qaeda. The accused had conspired

to establish Islamic rule in India by committing
terrorist acts as part of violent jihad, the report
said. The PFI was also involved in spreading disaf-
fection against India by wrongfully interpreting
government policies for a particular section of
people with a view of creating hatred against the
state and its machinery, the NIA alleged.

Among those rounded up by the NIA as part of
its countrywide crackdown on the PFI were Ab-
dul Sathar, general secretary of the PFI in Kerala,
and Karamana Ashraf Moulavi, who was in-
charge of the education wing of the organisation.
The leaders of the PFI were accused of propagat-
ing an alternative justice delivery system justify-
ing the use of criminal force and creating enmity
between people of di�erent religions and groups.

The NIA said it had seized documents during
the searches on September 22 that show that pro-
minent leaders of a particular community were
in the PFI’s target. The ban order mentions nine
murder cases between 2016 and 2022 in Kerala,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu in which PFI mem-
bers are alleged to be involved; six victims be-
longed to the RSS or the BJP. Most killings were
retaliatory. In 2018, for instance, the Kerala Police
had arraigned some activists of the SDPI in con-
nection with the killing of Abhimanyu, a student
of a tribal community and leader of the left-wing
Students Federation of India, in the Maharajas
College premises in Ernakulam. The �rst ac-
cused, J.I. Muhammad, was the unit president of
the CFI.

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has also
been conducting a probe against the PFI and its
related individuals and entities under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act since May 2018, on
the basis of cases registered by the NIA and other
agencies under various provisions of the Explo-
sive Substances Act, the Arms Act, the UAPA and
the IPC. Its probe has revealed that over ₹120
crore has been deposited in the accounts of PFI
and related entities over the years, mostly in
cash. “Investigations have further established the
criminal conspiracy of PFI in raising/collecting
funds through unknown and suspicious sources
from within the country as well as abroad and
subsequent transfer, layering and integration of
such funds for eventual use in their continuous
unlawful activities over time,” the ED alleged.
“The acts include inciting violence and foment-
ing trouble leading to the Delhi riots of 2020 and
the visit of PFI/CFI members to Uttar Pradesh’s
Hathras in 2020 with an intent of disturbing com-
munal harmony,” said an ED o�cial. In the Hath-
ras case, the agency said K.A. Rauf Sherif, a PFI
member and national general secretary of the
CFI, had allegedly connived with others abroad
to get ₹1.36 crore transferred from overseas on
the pretext of payments related to the interna-
tional trade of goods. His four associates were tra-
velling to Hathras to “conduct protests” when
they were arrested by the Uttar Pradesh Police. A
case was registered under the UAPA. Sherif was
later arrested by the ED and a charge sheet �led
against him and the others in February 2021.

The ED alleged that PFI leaders and members
associated with overseas entities were develop-
ing a residential Munnar Villa Vista Project in Ker-
ala with the objective of laundering the money
collected. Subsequent investigations led to the ar-
rest of Abdul Razak B.P. and Ashraf M.K. The ED
came across details of transactions to the tune of
₹22 crore. The then treasurer of the PFI, P. Koya,
told the ED that the out�t did not receive funds
from abroad under its policy. But the ED found
that the PFI had thousands of active members in
the Gulf countries and had been raising substan-
tial collections from abroad. These funds were
not re�ected in the PFI’s bank accounts, indicat-
ing that they were transferred through hawala
channels or remitted into the accounts of the
PFI’s members, activists or o�ce-bearers.

A day after the ban, Joseph said that the PFI,
which wanted to establish a theocratic state and
had resorted to violence for the purpose, should
have been banned after the 2010 attack on him.
“That would have saved many lives,” he said.

Eleven activists of the Popular Front of India come out of the National Investigation Agency court in Kochi on Friday. THULASI KAKKAT 

The anatomy of a
crackdown
The timing of the government’s action against the Popular Front of India was a secret till the end, but it carried a
sense of the inevitable. Vijaita Singh, Abdul Latheef Naha, K.S Sudhi and Devesh K. Pandey report on
the chronology and the reaction   

If the PFI
had been
banned
earlier, that
would have
saved many
lives.
T.J. JOSEPH
Former Professor

The PFI has done great
harm to minorities.
But banning it while
allowing a
communally extremist
organisation like the
RSS to act according to
its whims is unfair.
P.K. KUNHALIKUTTY
IUML national general secretary

Aneesh, an accused detained during a raid by the Delhi Police for his alleged
association with the PFI, at Amar Colony police station, in New Delhi. PTI 



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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