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FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - “Vedhik - Daily News
Analysis (DNA)_The Hindu” compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - “Vedhik - Daily News Analy-
sis (DNA)_The Hindu * would help students, especially beginners save time and
streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content page and an
Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of UPSC Civil
Services Examinations. | would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Babu Se-
bastian, former VC - MG University in extending all support to this endeavour. Final-
ly | also extend my thanks to thank Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed
for their assistance in the preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may be made
in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, comments and sugges-
tions on how to improve and add value for students. Every care has been taken to
avoid typing errors and if any reader comes across any such error, the authors shall
feel obliged if they are informed at their Email ID.
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Services PMI shows
surge in December

Consumer services were hit the most by this surge
in input cost inflation, while financial and insu-
rance services firms enhanced their charges by
the most extent for the second successive month.

The services sector continued to scale up hir-
ing to keep pace with the upturn in output and bu-
siness, but the extent of job creation dropped to a
five-month low. Though overall positive sentiment
was above-average, companies were ‘least up-
beat’ in three months with competitive pressures
and inflation concerns dampening overall opti-
mism, S&P Global said.

“As we head into 2023, companies signalled
strong optimism towards the outlook for output,”
said Pollyanna De Lima, economics associate di-
rector at S&P Global Market Intelligence. “Around
31% of panellists forecast growth, while only 2%
anticipate a contraction,” she added.

“Inflation trends were mixed, as input prices
rose at a faster pace and the upturn in charges
moderated. On the expense front, services firms
reported pressure from energy, food, staff and
transportation costs and several companies felt
the need to transfer escalating costs through to
clients,” she added.

Aggregate sales rose sharply and at the fastest
pace since August, boosted by quicker expansions
at goods producers and services companies, S&P
Global noted about the combined performance of
manufacturing and services sector in December.









Centre clears Green
Hydrogen Mission

According to the government, the mission would
lead to the development of green hydrogen pro-
duction capacity of at least 5 MMT per annum
with an associated renewable energy capacity ad-
dition of about 125 GW by 2030. It is expected to
bring in investments of over I8 lakh crore, create
over six lakh jobs, and help meet international
commitments to fight climate change.

“Under the SIGHT programme, two distinct fi-
nancial incentive mechanisms — targeting domes-
tic manufacturing of electrolysers and production
of green hydrogen — will be provided. The mission
will also support pilot projects in emerging end-
use sectors and production pathways. Regions
capable of supporting large-scale production and/
or utilisation of hydrogen will be identified and
developed as green hydrogen hubs,” it said.

Public-private partnership

While a robust standards and regulations frame-
work is to be developed for the ecosystem, the
mission will facilitate a public-private partnership
framework for research and development (R&D).

The new policy is in part to green the hydrogen
used as fuel in various sectors, to the tune of 6 mil-
lion tonnes per annum as of 2020, and to replace
fuels in other sectors.

Some roadblocks in its implementation are
procuring the electrolysers and electrolytes re-
quired to produce ‘green’ hydrogen and reducing
the contribution of fossil fuel sources in India’s
power generation mix. The former are already in
great demand; the latter requires more and
cheaper solar and wind power.

The Ministry of Power is expected to raise de-
mand for use of hydrogen as a fuel, which, indus-
try members have noted, could be another issue
in the absence of a mandate to transition and tech-
nologies to adapt hydrogen fuel cells for use in
vehicles.

Storing and moving hydrogen also incurs non-
trivial costs because the gas leaks easily. Even
small quantities of liquid hydrogen, which is ea-
sier to transport, react explosively with air.















