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ORBIT REDUCTION MANOEU-
VRE OF CHANDRAYAAN-3

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

CONTEXT:  ISRO narrows Chandrayaan-3's orbit to 174x1437 
km, nearing moon's surface, with final manoeuvre on August 
16.
HIGHLIGHTS: ISRO trims Chandrayaan-3's orbit to 174 km x 
1437 km, nearing moon's surface; next manoeuvre on August 
14, final one on August 16 for India's moon mission.
BACKGROUND: ISRO conducts orbit reduction for 
Chandrayaan-3, nearing moon. Series of manoeuvres planned 
to achieve soft landing on lunar South Pole by August 23, 
2023. Indo-Japanese Lunar Polar Exploration aims to confirm 
water presence on moon's dark side. Cooperation discussed 
with Japan. Mission launch expected in coming years.

CENTRE TO COMMENCE OPEN 
MARKET SALE

ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENT

CONTEXT: The Centre would auction 7-8 lakh tonne of wheat 
under the Open Market Sales Scheme. The price of wheat has 
gone up by 6.77 % in retail market and 7.37 % in wholesale 
market in the past one year and in the case of rice, the increase 
is 10.63 % and 11.12 %, respectively.
 The Centre decided to additionally sell 50 lakh tonnes 
of wheat and 25 lakh tonnes of rice through the Open Market 
Sales Scheme for Food Corporation of India stocks to ensure 
adequate domestic availability of rice, wheat and atta; it plans 
to bring down reserve price of rice by ₹200 a quintal, which will 
now be ₹2,900 a quintal.
 The weighted average selling price of wheat on June 
28 was ₹2,136.36 a quintal, which had now gone up to 
₹2,254.71 a quintal. The FCI had additional 87 lakh tonnes of 
wheat and 217 lakh tonnes of rice available above buffer 
norms.

HOUSE PANEL ON FERTILISERS
CONTEXT: The Standing Committee of Parliament on 
Chemicals and Fertilizers posed questions on the availability of 
fertilizers and a subsidy policy.
Recommendations:

1. End the import dependence on fertilizers such as urea, 
diammonium phosphate (DAP), muriate of potash (MOP), 
and nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium (NPK). The 
production of these fertilizers up to November 2022 was 
281.83 lakh tonnes but the consumption was 401.46 lt.

2. Ascertain the reasons for a shortage of fertilizers being 
reported in some of the States and ensure availability of 
fertilizers in every State by taking corrective steps.

3. Review of a nutrient-based subsidy (NBS) that covers 
fertilizers such as P&K fertilisers to remove the 
disincentives for farmers to use other fertilizers.

4. Review the Inverse tax structure with GST for fertilizers at 
5 % and GST on raw materials such as sulphuric acid and 
ammonia are at 18 %.

ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENTLUPEX mission
ISRO and JAXA are discussing the Lunar Polar Exploration 
(LUPEX) mission, fostering joint efforts to explore the Moon's 
Polar Regions, combining India and Japan's expertise.
·         Future Launch Projection: LUPEX is planned for launch 
later this decade, aiming to leverage both nations' resources 
for in-depth lunar surface exploration.
·         Scientific Significance: LUPEX targets the Moon's Polar 
Regions, holding vital scientific insights and potential 
resources that could advance understanding of geology, 
composition, and future human exploration possibilities.
·         Expertise Fusion: Collaboration between ISRO and JAXA 
on LUPEX enables pooling knowledge, advancing lunar 
research, and enhancing exploration capabilities for both 
countries.
·         Geological and Resource Study: LUPEX's focus on the 
Moon's Polar Regions intends to unravel geological mysteries 
and assess available resources, contributing to humanity's 
broader lunar exploration goals.
Excerpts from “The Hindu - Orbit reduction manoeuvre of 
Chandrayaan-3 performed”, 10th August 2023”
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CHINA’S ECONOMY SLIPS INTO 
DEFLATION

ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENT

CONTEXT: The China’s National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
recorded a drop in Consumer Price Index (CPI) by 0.3 % 
year-on-year in July against a consumer inflation target of 
about 3% this year. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) has 
declined for the first time since February 2021. Producer Price 
Index (PPI) declines for a 10th consecutive month, shrinking 
4.4 %.
 China’s slower-than-expected economic rebound is not 
strong enough to offset the weaker global demand and lift 
commodity prices. China has announced a stimulus 
programme China’s consumer sector fell into deflation and 
factory-gate prices declined in July. Recent economic 
indicators show the divergence between manufacturing and 
services, with services expanding at a higher pace than 
manufacturing in the rest of 2023.

NOTIFICATIONS ON IMPORTS
ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENT

CONTEXT: The Union Ministry for Commerce and Industries 
on August 3 notified restrictions on imports of laptops, personal 
computers (PCs), tablets and servers, making it compulsory for 
importers to secure a licence. 
 The Government deferred the application of the 
notification till November 1 and promised an expeditious 
approval to licence requests. The complex PC component 
value chains cannot be set up overnight, and concerns also 
flared up about adverse impact of such a move on India’s 
software and IT-enabled services export prowess. The 
notifications were meant to kick start the supply chain network 
in India for promoting local assembly of PC and tablets in India.  
 The imports of PC and tablets, which fell almost 28 % in 
2022-23 to $5.3 billion. Any increase in costs or limitations on 
device options would also imply collateral damage for India’s 
consumers. For many households and small enterprises, this 
is not just about crossing the digital divide but also access to 
government services increasingly going online in a Digital 
India. Unpredictable policies, excessive taxation and a return 
to maximum government, can derail India’s reform story.

SMALL NUCLEAR MODULAR 
REACTORS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

CONTEXT: UN's Sustainable Development Goal 7 aims for 
affordable, sustainable energy; small modular reactors could aid 
decarbonisation.
STORY SO FAR: UN Goal 7 aims for sustainable energy, but 
fossil fuels dominate. Power sector's decarbonisation urgent; 
rising coal use despite renewables underlines need for 24/7 
low-carbon sources. India could benefit from small modular 
reactors for stable, green power.
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 9.
The Union Government is “actively”

examining delnking of radio and television,
which are now under one set-up, the Minister of
State for Information and Broadcasting, Mr. I. K.
Gujral told the Rajya Sabha at question time
to-day.

Replying to Dr. Z. A. Ahmed (CPI) and others,
Mr. Gujral ruled out any structural
reorganisation of the present set-up except
certain modi�cations to improve its functioning.

Several members demanded that All-India
Radio be made an autonomous body and its
structure reorganised.

Mr. Gujral said Government would try to
expand radio news collections network in the
Fifth Plan. 

“But we have to work in close association with
the news agencies because the agencies have
built up a network,” he added.

Asked by Mr. Krishnan Kant (Cong.) whether
a Jan Sangh statement on setting up a “parallel
radio” had come to Government’s notice, Mr.
Gujral said, “They won’t be well-advised” to do
so.

Mr. Prem Manohar ( Jan Sangh) emphatically
denied that his party made such a statement.

Replying to Mr. Bhupesh Gupta’s (CPI)
criticism of the radio’s recent “Spotlight”
broadcast about the late East German leader
Walter Ulbricht, Mr. Gujral said its script was
sent by the AIR correspondent in Bonn who was
an Indian. 

If there was some understatement about
Ulbricht, he was sorry for it. “But I don’t think it
is there,” Mr. Gujral said.— UNI.

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 10, 1973

Delinking of AIR & TV 

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

REUTER’S AGENCY
LONDON, Aug. 9.
O�cials of the Transport Workers’ Union and
the National Union of Railwaymen have
concluded an agreement of co-operative action
to defend their interests as a counter-move to
the uni�ed front of employers embodied in the
federation of British industries manifesto. The
London committees of the unions say that the
object of the agreement is to free the transport
industry from the menace of non-unionism. A
system will be inaugurated whereby men
coming on railway premises or railway-men
going to warehouse and docks will be challenged
with regard to their trade union membership. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 10, 1923

In England.

T
hough Hindu-Muslim
violence is not new in
India, the one that
erupted in Nuh district

and Gurgaon in Haryana recently
has perhaps opened a new chapter
in terms of its nature, character and
consequences on Indian polity.
Located in the Mewat region, Nuh is
a poor district but its economic
backwardness should not be seen as
the main reason behind this
violence. Based on reports, this
violence — it could be argued — is a
result of competitive assertion of
identities in a highly polarised
polity which o�ers varied forms of
patronage to non-state actors. Given
the state response, it looks like the
Muslim minority may end up paying
a disproportionately greater price,
as has often been the case in riots
even in the non-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) days of India’s
governance. Scholars might �nd it
tempting to go back to Paul Brass’s
formulation of an institutionalised
riot system (IRS), based on his study
of riots in Aligarh and Meerut, to
make sense of the spontaneity, and
scale of this violence. 

In my view, there is more to it
than Brass’s formulation. The
political context of the sustained
penetration of Hindu
majoritarianism in various domains
of state and society need to be
factored in as well, particularly with
regard to state indi�erence or
complicity. The Haryana and
Punjab Court’s observation on
Monday, describing bulldozer
justice as “an exercise of ethnic
cleansing is being conducted by the
State,” reveals a lot about the
ideological intent of state response.

Everyday communalism
In 1992, after the demolition of the
Babri Masjid when Narasimha Rao’s
government dismissed the
governments of four-BJP ruled
States, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Himachal
Pradesh, some questioned the
fairness by highlighting the riot-free
regimes the BJP had given in these
States till then. The claim that the
Hindu Right regimes have a better
record of riot-free governance

continues to be made even today.
The Haryana violence proves it
wrong. In April this year, U.P.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
made such a claim of no riots in
the State since 2017. But National
Crime Records Bureau data
reports 5,302 cases of rioting in
2021. 

During the Karnataka election
campaign, also in April, Home
Minister Amit Shah remarked at a
rally in Belagavi that if the
Congress came to power, there
would be riots, implying that there
were no riots under BJP rule.

There have been several
incidents of riots in Maharashtra
since April 2023 (Kolhapur,
Mumbai, Sambhajinagar, Jalgaon,
Akola and Ahmednagar), under
the watch of the BJP coalition
government. In most cases, there
is a pattern which factors in a
procession, a temple or mosque,
and a social media post
establishing the circle of reason
for the violence. The Nuh violence
also presents a similar pattern.
According to Paul Brass, there are
at least three phases:
preparation/rehearsal,
activation/enactment and then
explanation/interpretation. Given
the ideological spin accorded to
interpretation of riots, it seems the
truth about the anatomy of riot
will elude many.

Row over Friday prayers
But how does one explain the
speed with which the Nuh
violence spread to Gurgaon
leading to mob attacks on a
mosque, killing its 26-year-old
Imam? A Muslim group had won
the case in the Supreme Court to
refurbish and expand this mosque
only two months ago. Therefore,
the Gurgaon namaz controversy
that had rocked the city in 2018
may have constituted a
background to this attack. Muslims
used to have 116 designated public
spaces to o�er Friday prayers
which has been reduced to six,
owing to sustained protests by
Hindu Right groups.

To connect the dots, what is the
Friday namaz controversy? That

Friday congregations at public
spaces, even if it is for a couple of
hours, may have caused public
inconvenience has some truth.
However, immersion processions
(of Ganesh or Durga) or the
Kanwar yatras also have a similar
impact on regular lives. 

Mutual accommodation and
respect are the ways these
inconveniences have been
addressed in the past. The present
demand against Friday namaz is
clearly driven by a Hindu
supremacist ideology to show
Muslims their place in this country
— and public inconvenience is just
a ruse.

But why do Muslims o�er
Friday prayers in public?
According to Islamic practice, the
Friday namaz is a unique mass
prayer which requires a
congregation, like during Eid or
Bakra-Eid. For any newspaper
reader in India, it is familiar to see
photos of Muslims o�ering prayers
on the roads during Eid. This is
because a mosque does not have
enough space to accommodate a
large gathering. Given that there
are not enough mosques to
accommodate growing Muslim
populations in Gurgaon, Muslims
chose to o�er prayers in an open
space designated by the local
administration. 

In a way, it re©ects the
community’s poor economic
condition too. In this particular
controversy, Muslim groups have
conducted themselves with
tremendous dignity, but their
e�orts to look for alternative
arrangements for prayers have not
borne fruit, owing to various
bureaucratic bottlenecks,
particularly with regard to
available waqf lands and interest
group politics connected with it.

To conclude, non-resolution of
the namaz controversy, either by
persuasive means or by state
interventions, has created a
supportive background to this
retaliatory attack on a masjid in
Gurgaon and the violence that
followed. As long as there are no
sincere secular interventions, the
risk for violence will remain.

The anatomy of a riot 

Shaikh Mujibur
Rehman 
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The recent riots
in Nuh show a
clear pattern of
targeting Muslim
minorities 

STATE OF PLAY

E
ven as the new aca-
demic session begins,
the West Bengal go-

vernment and Raj Bhavan are
at loggerheads over the ap-
pointment of Vice-Chancel-
lors (VCs). At a time when un-
iversities are grappling with
provisions of the new National
Education Policy which man-
dates four-year undergraduate
degree courses, none of the 31
State-run Universities in West
Bengal has a full-time Vice-
Chancellor. Over the past few
months, Governor C.V. Anan-
da Bose has appointed more
than a dozen people to o�-
ciate as VCs of state-run un-
iversities allegedly without
holding any consultation with
the State government. When
Raj Bhavan announced the
names of o�ciating VCs, the
West Bengal government in-
itially tried to discourage aca-
demics from taking up the
posts. Later a public interest li-
tigation was �led before the
Calcutta High Court challeng-
ing these appointments. On
June 28, the High Court dis-
missed the petition describing
it as a ‘tool’ to challenge the
orders of the Governor. The
court, however, pointed out
that the appointments were
only an interim arrangement. 

The West Bengal govern-
ment and the Governor’s of-
�ce has not had the best of re-
lationships, but things took a
turn for the worse in 2022
when Jagdeep Dhankhar was
Governor. The State govern-
ment appointed 24 Vice-Chan-
cellors, reportedly without
consulting the Governor,
whose validity was challenged
by a writ petition. The court
ruled that UGC Regulations of
2018, which states that a UGC

nominee has to be in the
search committee for selec-
tion of VCs, will prevail. 

After Governor Bose as-
sumed o�ce, he initially
agreed to the Bengal govern-
ment’s proposal of accepting
the resignation of the VCs, and
appointing them as interim
VCs this March. In May, when
the three-month term came to
an end, the State government
sent a proposal to the Gover-
nor with a list of 27 names to
be appointed as interim VCs
for a period of six months.
The Governor picked only two
names from the list, and ap-
pointed several o�ciating VCs
without consulting the State
government. 

On August 4, The West Ben-
gal University Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023 was passed in
the State Assembly to comply
with the court’s order by re-
constituting the search-cum-
selection committee for the
appointment of VCs. Along
with having a UGC nominee,
the new committee has �ve
members, three of them nom-
inated by the State govern-
ment, thus giving the govern-
ment an upper hand in
appointment of VCs. 

In 2022, the State Assembly
had passed a number of Bills
replacing the Governor with
the Chief Minister as Chancel-
lor of the Universities in the
State to ease bottlenecks in VC
appointments. The Bills have
not been cleared by Raj Bha-
van. After the passage of the
August 4 legislation, a group

of BJP MLAs met the Governor
urging him not to give his as-
sent to this legislation as well. 

If the Governor and the
State government continue to
have di�erent views on ap-
pointment of VCs, it can cause
irreparable damage to higher
education in the State. 

Lack of infrastructure
While the number of both
State-run and private universi-
ties have increased in the past
12 years of Trinamool Con-
gress rule, most of these un-
iversities lack infrastructure.
With many students and facul-
ty opting to leave the State,
higher education in West Ben-
gal has become a shadow of its
glorious past.

In the National Institute
Ranking Framework (NIFR)
ratings for 2023, only one un-
iversity from the State, Jadav-
pur University, �gured among
the top 10 universities at num-
ber four. The University of Cal-
cutta which had �gured
among the top 10 universities
in NIFR 2022, slipped four po-
sitions, and is ranked 12th in
NIFR 2023. No other universi-
ty from West Bengal �gured
among the top 50 universities
in the country. 

Academics and administra-
tors, who have been assigned
the responsibility of interim
VCs, cannot take any policy
decision nor can they allocate
any resources. The status quo
is likely to weigh heavily on
the future of over �ve lakh stu-
dents who are getting admit-
ted to these institutions across
the State for the 2023-24 aca-
demic sessions.

In the past, Raj Bhavan has
said that “education must be
treated as a no-con©ict zone”,
a view echoed by State Educa-
tion Minister Bratya Basu.
Both Raj Bhavan and the State
government need to walk the
talk, and resolve the impasse
in the interest of students.

A crisis in higher education 
Governor-government collision on VCs weighs heavily on students 

Shiv Sahay Singh
shivsahay.s@thehindu.co.in

A
month ago, on July 10, the
Centre �led an a�davit in
the Supreme Court which

said that since 2019, Jammu and
Kashmir ( J&K) has been witness-
ing an “unprecedented era of
peace, progress and prosperity”
after the dilution of Article 370.
The a�davit quoted some num-
bers to back this claim. A table
showed the number of “terrorist
initiated instances” had come
down, from 228 in 2018 to 125 in
2022. Neither the source of data
nor the de�nition of “terrorist in-
itiated instances” was mentioned
in the a�davit. There was no men-
tion of the number of civilian or
militant deaths in the a�davit.
Rather, data of “organised stone-
throwing incidents connected
with terrorism-separatist agenda”,
were cited. The a�davit also quot-
ed the number of bandh/hartals in
support of the claim. Last Saturday
marked four years since Jammu
and Kashmir’s special status was
revoked by the Centre. On the an-
niversary, former J&K Chief Minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti recounted
how she and other leaders of her
party had been put under house
arrest. J&K National Conference
spokesperson Imran Nabi Dar said
the party o�ce had been sealed. 

Moreover, in just the �rst week
of August, three militants and
three security personnel had died
in terrorism-related incidents. In
fact, data from South Asia Terro-
rism Portal (SATP), which sources
fatalities data from credible news
agencies and dailies, show that the
number of militant deaths has re-
mained high since the major in-
©ection point in 2016 when Hizbul
Mujahideen commander Burhan
Wani was killed. 

Chart 1 shows terrorism-related
incidents of killing, and deaths of
civilians, militants and security

forces between 2009 and 2022.
The number of militant deaths, in
the post-dilution period, is nearly
double that of the relatively calmer
years of 2011 to 2015 and similar to
the 2016-2018 levels which saw
Kashmir on the boil again. 

While the number of civilian
deaths in terror incidents is trend-
ing downwards since the peak in
2018, 30 people still died in 2022, a
number that is higher than 2012
(19 civilian deaths), 2013 (19), 2014
(28), 2015 (19) and 2016 (14). In
2021, 36 civilians died, while in
2020, 33 such fatalities were re-
corded. In 2021, 45 security per-
sonnel died, and 30 in 2022. In
2011 and 2012, the corresponding
numbers were 31 and 1, respective-
ly. SATP data also show that there
were 51 attacks on the Central Re-
serve Police Force, between Au-
gust 2019 and December 2022, as
against 22 attacks between August
2012 and December 2015.

In fact, the number of forced In-
ternet shutdowns in J&K, which
ranged between three and �ve per
year, between 2012 and 2015,
peaked at 116 in 2020. In 2021, 79
Internet shutdowns were record-
ed, the second highest in the past
decade. In 2022, there were 43
such shutdowns. The shutdowns
were executed by the government
as a response to disturbances. 

Notably, post-dilution, relative-
ly peaceful districts such as
Poonch and Rajouri in the Jammu
region, have also seen sharp spikes
in terrorism-related deaths. The
�rst half of 2023 has seen a dra-
matic shift, with these two districts
recording around 50% of all such
deaths, similar to the levels seen
back in 2000 to 2003. The Forum
for Human Rights in Jammu and
Kashmir, in a recent report, men-
tions the resurgence of militancy
in the Jammu region. It said: “Se-
curity analysts have warned over
the past two years that, after de-
cades of relative peace, Jammu di-
vision is once again providing loci
of militancy, with a rising graph of
armed attacks in Poonch and Ra-
jouri districts.” 

Claims of peace in J&K, amid continuing terror-related deaths
Poonch and Rajouri districts accounted for 50% of the terror-related deaths in 2023

Krithika Ganapathy, 
Hashika Sharma and 
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

DATA POINT

CHALLENGES OF DECARBONISATION: Transitioning from 
coal to clean energy needs more than solar and wind. In 
renewable-heavy grids, adding reliable power sources is crucial. 
Demands for minerals like lithium, nickel, etc., for clean tech will 
surge by 2030, leading to global challenges and environmental 
concerns. Few nations dominate extraction and processing, 
raising geopolitical risks.

ISSUES WITH NUCLEAR POWER: Nuclear power plants 
contribute 10% of global electricity, curbing gas demand and CO2 
emissions. Vital for net-zero goals, efficient land use, stable 
supply in all weather. Small modular reactors (SMRs) emerging to 
supplement conventional plants, utilizing existing infrastructure, 
easing land acquisition and displacement concerns.
SMALL NUCLEAR MODULAR REACTORS
Small Nuclear Modular Reactors (SMRs) are compact, 
self-contained nuclear power units that generate electricity on a 
smaller scale compared to traditional reactors. They emphasize 
enhanced safety features, modular construction, and reduced 
environmental impact.
▪ Safety and Design: Small modular reactors (SMRs) offer 

enhanced safety with lower core damage frequency, reduced 
radioactive contamination, passive safety features, and 
seismic isolation.

▪ Simplified Deployment: SMRs' simpler design and 
factory-based assembly decrease potential for uncontrolled 
radioactive material release and cost overruns.

▪ Flexible Site Placement: SMRs can be safely installed on 
brownfield sites, easing zoning constraints faced by 
conventional nuclear power plants.

▪ Energy Security: SMRs' use of widely available low-enriched 
uranium improves energy security and diversification.

▪ Cost and Future Prospects: Initial costs range $60-90 per 
MWh; expected cost reduction post-2035 with increasing 
adoption, particularly in India, after U.S.-India joint statement.

INTEGRATION WITH THE NATIONAL GRID: India's Central 
Electricity Authority plans to increase coal-based thermal power to 

259,000 MW by 2032 alongside expanding VRE sources to 
486,000 MW. Energy storage, 47,000 MW from batteries and 
27,000 MW hydro, is crucial for VRE integration. TPPs contribute 
over 50% electricity; private sector investments essential for NPP 
expansion towards net-zero commitment.
LEGAL AND REGULATORY CHANGES: Amending Atomic 
Energy Act for private SMRs; safety and waste control with 
government; independent regulatory board needed. Government 
retains SMR security, hand-holding with Nuclear Power Corp. 
Enhance nuclear power's image via transparent environmental 
and health data dissemination for reactors under safeguards.
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CONTEXT: UN's Sustainable Development Goal 7 aims for 
affordable, sustainable energy; small modular reactors could aid 
decarbonisation.
STORY SO FAR: UN Goal 7 aims for sustainable energy, but 
fossil fuels dominate. Power sector's decarbonisation urgent; 
rising coal use despite renewables underlines need for 24/7 
low-carbon sources. India could benefit from small modular 
reactors for stable, green power.

STATUS REPORT 
ON JAMMU & 

KASHMIR

INTERNAL SECURITY

CONTEXT: The Centre filed an 
affidavit in the Supreme Court 
quoting data to claim 
“unprecedented era of peace, 
progress and prosperity” after 
the dilution of Article 370. A table 
showed the number of 
“terrorist-initiated instances” had 
come down, from 228 in 2018 to 
125 in 2022. Neither the source 
of data nor the definition of 
“terrorist-initiated instances” 
was mentioned in the affidavit. 
There was no mention of the 
number of civilian or militant 
deaths in the affidavit. Rather, 
data of “organised stone- 
throwing incidents connected 
with terrorism- separatist 
agenda”, were cited. The 
affidavit also quoted the number 
of bandh/hartals in support of 
the claim.
 Poonch and Rajouri 
districts accounted for 50 % of 
the terror-related deaths in 
2023. Relatively peaceful 
districts such as Poonch and 
Rajouri in the Jammu region 
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 9.
The Union Government is “actively”

examining delnking of radio and television,
which are now under one set-up, the Minister of
State for Information and Broadcasting, Mr. I. K.
Gujral told the Rajya Sabha at question time
to-day.

Replying to Dr. Z. A. Ahmed (CPI) and others,
Mr. Gujral ruled out any structural
reorganisation of the present set-up except
certain modi�cations to improve its functioning.

Several members demanded that All-India
Radio be made an autonomous body and its
structure reorganised.

Mr. Gujral said Government would try to
expand radio news collections network in the
Fifth Plan. 

“But we have to work in close association with
the news agencies because the agencies have
built up a network,” he added.

Asked by Mr. Krishnan Kant (Cong.) whether
a Jan Sangh statement on setting up a “parallel
radio” had come to Government’s notice, Mr.
Gujral said, “They won’t be well-advised” to do
so.

Mr. Prem Manohar ( Jan Sangh) emphatically
denied that his party made such a statement.

Replying to Mr. Bhupesh Gupta’s (CPI)
criticism of the radio’s recent “Spotlight”
broadcast about the late East German leader
Walter Ulbricht, Mr. Gujral said its script was
sent by the AIR correspondent in Bonn who was
an Indian. 

If there was some understatement about
Ulbricht, he was sorry for it. “But I don’t think it
is there,” Mr. Gujral said.— UNI.
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F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

REUTER’S AGENCY
LONDON, Aug. 9.
O�cials of the Transport Workers’ Union and
the National Union of Railwaymen have
concluded an agreement of co-operative action
to defend their interests as a counter-move to
the uni�ed front of employers embodied in the
federation of British industries manifesto. The
London committees of the unions say that the
object of the agreement is to free the transport
industry from the menace of non-unionism. A
system will be inaugurated whereby men
coming on railway premises or railway-men
going to warehouse and docks will be challenged
with regard to their trade union membership. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 10, 1923

In England.

T
hough Hindu-Muslim
violence is not new in
India, the one that
erupted in Nuh district

and Gurgaon in Haryana recently
has perhaps opened a new chapter
in terms of its nature, character and
consequences on Indian polity.
Located in the Mewat region, Nuh is
a poor district but its economic
backwardness should not be seen as
the main reason behind this
violence. Based on reports, this
violence — it could be argued — is a
result of competitive assertion of
identities in a highly polarised
polity which o�ers varied forms of
patronage to non-state actors. Given
the state response, it looks like the
Muslim minority may end up paying
a disproportionately greater price,
as has often been the case in riots
even in the non-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) days of India’s
governance. Scholars might �nd it
tempting to go back to Paul Brass’s
formulation of an institutionalised
riot system (IRS), based on his study
of riots in Aligarh and Meerut, to
make sense of the spontaneity, and
scale of this violence. 

In my view, there is more to it
than Brass’s formulation. The
political context of the sustained
penetration of Hindu
majoritarianism in various domains
of state and society need to be
factored in as well, particularly with
regard to state indi�erence or
complicity. The Haryana and
Punjab Court’s observation on
Monday, describing bulldozer
justice as “an exercise of ethnic
cleansing is being conducted by the
State,” reveals a lot about the
ideological intent of state response.

Everyday communalism
In 1992, after the demolition of the
Babri Masjid when Narasimha Rao’s
government dismissed the
governments of four-BJP ruled
States, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Himachal
Pradesh, some questioned the
fairness by highlighting the riot-free
regimes the BJP had given in these
States till then. The claim that the
Hindu Right regimes have a better
record of riot-free governance

continues to be made even today.
The Haryana violence proves it
wrong. In April this year, U.P.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
made such a claim of no riots in
the State since 2017. But National
Crime Records Bureau data
reports 5,302 cases of rioting in
2021. 

During the Karnataka election
campaign, also in April, Home
Minister Amit Shah remarked at a
rally in Belagavi that if the
Congress came to power, there
would be riots, implying that there
were no riots under BJP rule.

There have been several
incidents of riots in Maharashtra
since April 2023 (Kolhapur,
Mumbai, Sambhajinagar, Jalgaon,
Akola and Ahmednagar), under
the watch of the BJP coalition
government. In most cases, there
is a pattern which factors in a
procession, a temple or mosque,
and a social media post
establishing the circle of reason
for the violence. The Nuh violence
also presents a similar pattern.
According to Paul Brass, there are
at least three phases:
preparation/rehearsal,
activation/enactment and then
explanation/interpretation. Given
the ideological spin accorded to
interpretation of riots, it seems the
truth about the anatomy of riot
will elude many.

Row over Friday prayers
But how does one explain the
speed with which the Nuh
violence spread to Gurgaon
leading to mob attacks on a
mosque, killing its 26-year-old
Imam? A Muslim group had won
the case in the Supreme Court to
refurbish and expand this mosque
only two months ago. Therefore,
the Gurgaon namaz controversy
that had rocked the city in 2018
may have constituted a
background to this attack. Muslims
used to have 116 designated public
spaces to o�er Friday prayers
which has been reduced to six,
owing to sustained protests by
Hindu Right groups.

To connect the dots, what is the
Friday namaz controversy? That

Friday congregations at public
spaces, even if it is for a couple of
hours, may have caused public
inconvenience has some truth.
However, immersion processions
(of Ganesh or Durga) or the
Kanwar yatras also have a similar
impact on regular lives. 

Mutual accommodation and
respect are the ways these
inconveniences have been
addressed in the past. The present
demand against Friday namaz is
clearly driven by a Hindu
supremacist ideology to show
Muslims their place in this country
— and public inconvenience is just
a ruse.

But why do Muslims o�er
Friday prayers in public?
According to Islamic practice, the
Friday namaz is a unique mass
prayer which requires a
congregation, like during Eid or
Bakra-Eid. For any newspaper
reader in India, it is familiar to see
photos of Muslims o�ering prayers
on the roads during Eid. This is
because a mosque does not have
enough space to accommodate a
large gathering. Given that there
are not enough mosques to
accommodate growing Muslim
populations in Gurgaon, Muslims
chose to o�er prayers in an open
space designated by the local
administration. 

In a way, it re©ects the
community’s poor economic
condition too. In this particular
controversy, Muslim groups have
conducted themselves with
tremendous dignity, but their
e�orts to look for alternative
arrangements for prayers have not
borne fruit, owing to various
bureaucratic bottlenecks,
particularly with regard to
available waqf lands and interest
group politics connected with it.

To conclude, non-resolution of
the namaz controversy, either by
persuasive means or by state
interventions, has created a
supportive background to this
retaliatory attack on a masjid in
Gurgaon and the violence that
followed. As long as there are no
sincere secular interventions, the
risk for violence will remain.

The anatomy of a riot 

Shaikh Mujibur
Rehman 
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The recent riots
in Nuh show a
clear pattern of
targeting Muslim
minorities 

STATE OF PLAY

E
ven as the new aca-
demic session begins,
the West Bengal go-

vernment and Raj Bhavan are
at loggerheads over the ap-
pointment of Vice-Chancel-
lors (VCs). At a time when un-
iversities are grappling with
provisions of the new National
Education Policy which man-
dates four-year undergraduate
degree courses, none of the 31
State-run Universities in West
Bengal has a full-time Vice-
Chancellor. Over the past few
months, Governor C.V. Anan-
da Bose has appointed more
than a dozen people to o�-
ciate as VCs of state-run un-
iversities allegedly without
holding any consultation with
the State government. When
Raj Bhavan announced the
names of o�ciating VCs, the
West Bengal government in-
itially tried to discourage aca-
demics from taking up the
posts. Later a public interest li-
tigation was �led before the
Calcutta High Court challeng-
ing these appointments. On
June 28, the High Court dis-
missed the petition describing
it as a ‘tool’ to challenge the
orders of the Governor. The
court, however, pointed out
that the appointments were
only an interim arrangement. 

The West Bengal govern-
ment and the Governor’s of-
�ce has not had the best of re-
lationships, but things took a
turn for the worse in 2022
when Jagdeep Dhankhar was
Governor. The State govern-
ment appointed 24 Vice-Chan-
cellors, reportedly without
consulting the Governor,
whose validity was challenged
by a writ petition. The court
ruled that UGC Regulations of
2018, which states that a UGC

nominee has to be in the
search committee for selec-
tion of VCs, will prevail. 

After Governor Bose as-
sumed o�ce, he initially
agreed to the Bengal govern-
ment’s proposal of accepting
the resignation of the VCs, and
appointing them as interim
VCs this March. In May, when
the three-month term came to
an end, the State government
sent a proposal to the Gover-
nor with a list of 27 names to
be appointed as interim VCs
for a period of six months.
The Governor picked only two
names from the list, and ap-
pointed several o�ciating VCs
without consulting the State
government. 

On August 4, The West Ben-
gal University Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023 was passed in
the State Assembly to comply
with the court’s order by re-
constituting the search-cum-
selection committee for the
appointment of VCs. Along
with having a UGC nominee,
the new committee has �ve
members, three of them nom-
inated by the State govern-
ment, thus giving the govern-
ment an upper hand in
appointment of VCs. 

In 2022, the State Assembly
had passed a number of Bills
replacing the Governor with
the Chief Minister as Chancel-
lor of the Universities in the
State to ease bottlenecks in VC
appointments. The Bills have
not been cleared by Raj Bha-
van. After the passage of the
August 4 legislation, a group

of BJP MLAs met the Governor
urging him not to give his as-
sent to this legislation as well. 

If the Governor and the
State government continue to
have di�erent views on ap-
pointment of VCs, it can cause
irreparable damage to higher
education in the State. 

Lack of infrastructure
While the number of both
State-run and private universi-
ties have increased in the past
12 years of Trinamool Con-
gress rule, most of these un-
iversities lack infrastructure.
With many students and facul-
ty opting to leave the State,
higher education in West Ben-
gal has become a shadow of its
glorious past.

In the National Institute
Ranking Framework (NIFR)
ratings for 2023, only one un-
iversity from the State, Jadav-
pur University, �gured among
the top 10 universities at num-
ber four. The University of Cal-
cutta which had �gured
among the top 10 universities
in NIFR 2022, slipped four po-
sitions, and is ranked 12th in
NIFR 2023. No other universi-
ty from West Bengal �gured
among the top 50 universities
in the country. 

Academics and administra-
tors, who have been assigned
the responsibility of interim
VCs, cannot take any policy
decision nor can they allocate
any resources. The status quo
is likely to weigh heavily on
the future of over �ve lakh stu-
dents who are getting admit-
ted to these institutions across
the State for the 2023-24 aca-
demic sessions.

In the past, Raj Bhavan has
said that “education must be
treated as a no-con©ict zone”,
a view echoed by State Educa-
tion Minister Bratya Basu.
Both Raj Bhavan and the State
government need to walk the
talk, and resolve the impasse
in the interest of students.

A crisis in higher education 
Governor-government collision on VCs weighs heavily on students 

Shiv Sahay Singh
shivsahay.s@thehindu.co.in

A
month ago, on July 10, the
Centre �led an a�davit in
the Supreme Court which

said that since 2019, Jammu and
Kashmir ( J&K) has been witness-
ing an “unprecedented era of
peace, progress and prosperity”
after the dilution of Article 370.
The a�davit quoted some num-
bers to back this claim. A table
showed the number of “terrorist
initiated instances” had come
down, from 228 in 2018 to 125 in
2022. Neither the source of data
nor the de�nition of “terrorist in-
itiated instances” was mentioned
in the a�davit. There was no men-
tion of the number of civilian or
militant deaths in the a�davit.
Rather, data of “organised stone-
throwing incidents connected
with terrorism-separatist agenda”,
were cited. The a�davit also quot-
ed the number of bandh/hartals in
support of the claim. Last Saturday
marked four years since Jammu
and Kashmir’s special status was
revoked by the Centre. On the an-
niversary, former J&K Chief Minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti recounted
how she and other leaders of her
party had been put under house
arrest. J&K National Conference
spokesperson Imran Nabi Dar said
the party o�ce had been sealed. 

Moreover, in just the �rst week
of August, three militants and
three security personnel had died
in terrorism-related incidents. In
fact, data from South Asia Terro-
rism Portal (SATP), which sources
fatalities data from credible news
agencies and dailies, show that the
number of militant deaths has re-
mained high since the major in-
©ection point in 2016 when Hizbul
Mujahideen commander Burhan
Wani was killed. 

Chart 1 shows terrorism-related
incidents of killing, and deaths of
civilians, militants and security

forces between 2009 and 2022.
The number of militant deaths, in
the post-dilution period, is nearly
double that of the relatively calmer
years of 2011 to 2015 and similar to
the 2016-2018 levels which saw
Kashmir on the boil again. 

While the number of civilian
deaths in terror incidents is trend-
ing downwards since the peak in
2018, 30 people still died in 2022, a
number that is higher than 2012
(19 civilian deaths), 2013 (19), 2014
(28), 2015 (19) and 2016 (14). In
2021, 36 civilians died, while in
2020, 33 such fatalities were re-
corded. In 2021, 45 security per-
sonnel died, and 30 in 2022. In
2011 and 2012, the corresponding
numbers were 31 and 1, respective-
ly. SATP data also show that there
were 51 attacks on the Central Re-
serve Police Force, between Au-
gust 2019 and December 2022, as
against 22 attacks between August
2012 and December 2015.

In fact, the number of forced In-
ternet shutdowns in J&K, which
ranged between three and �ve per
year, between 2012 and 2015,
peaked at 116 in 2020. In 2021, 79
Internet shutdowns were record-
ed, the second highest in the past
decade. In 2022, there were 43
such shutdowns. The shutdowns
were executed by the government
as a response to disturbances. 

Notably, post-dilution, relative-
ly peaceful districts such as
Poonch and Rajouri in the Jammu
region, have also seen sharp spikes
in terrorism-related deaths. The
�rst half of 2023 has seen a dra-
matic shift, with these two districts
recording around 50% of all such
deaths, similar to the levels seen
back in 2000 to 2003. The Forum
for Human Rights in Jammu and
Kashmir, in a recent report, men-
tions the resurgence of militancy
in the Jammu region. It said: “Se-
curity analysts have warned over
the past two years that, after de-
cades of relative peace, Jammu di-
vision is once again providing loci
of militancy, with a rising graph of
armed attacks in Poonch and Ra-
jouri districts.” 

Claims of peace in J&K, amid continuing terror-related deaths
Poonch and Rajouri districts accounted for 50% of the terror-related deaths in 2023

Krithika Ganapathy, 
Hashika Sharma and 
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

DATA POINT

have seen sharp spikes in terrorism-related deaths post- dilution of Special Status of Jammu and Kashmir. The first half of 2023 has 
seen a dramatic shift, with these two districts recording around 50% of all such deaths, similar to the levels seen back in 2000 to 2003. 

CHALLENGES OF DECARBONISATION: Transitioning from 
coal to clean energy needs more than solar and wind. In 
renewable-heavy grids, adding reliable power sources is crucial. 
Demands for minerals like lithium, nickel, etc., for clean tech will 
surge by 2030, leading to global challenges and environmental 
concerns. Few nations dominate extraction and processing, 
raising geopolitical risks.

ISSUES WITH NUCLEAR POWER: Nuclear power plants 
contribute 10% of global electricity, curbing gas demand and CO2 
emissions. Vital for net-zero goals, efficient land use, stable 
supply in all weather. Small modular reactors (SMRs) emerging to 
supplement conventional plants, utilizing existing infrastructure, 
easing land acquisition and displacement concerns.
SMALL NUCLEAR MODULAR REACTORS
Small Nuclear Modular Reactors (SMRs) are compact, 
self-contained nuclear power units that generate electricity on a 
smaller scale compared to traditional reactors. They emphasize 
enhanced safety features, modular construction, and reduced 
environmental impact.
▪ Safety and Design: Small modular reactors (SMRs) offer 

enhanced safety with lower core damage frequency, reduced 
radioactive contamination, passive safety features, and 
seismic isolation.

▪ Simplified Deployment: SMRs' simpler design and 
factory-based assembly decrease potential for uncontrolled 
radioactive material release and cost overruns.

▪ Flexible Site Placement: SMRs can be safely installed on 
brownfield sites, easing zoning constraints faced by 
conventional nuclear power plants.

▪ Energy Security: SMRs' use of widely available low-enriched 
uranium improves energy security and diversification.

▪ Cost and Future Prospects: Initial costs range $60-90 per 
MWh; expected cost reduction post-2035 with increasing 
adoption, particularly in India, after U.S.-India joint statement.

INTEGRATION WITH THE NATIONAL GRID: India's Central 
Electricity Authority plans to increase coal-based thermal power to 

259,000 MW by 2032 alongside expanding VRE sources to 
486,000 MW. Energy storage, 47,000 MW from batteries and 
27,000 MW hydro, is crucial for VRE integration. TPPs contribute 
over 50% electricity; private sector investments essential for NPP 
expansion towards net-zero commitment.
LEGAL AND REGULATORY CHANGES: Amending Atomic 
Energy Act for private SMRs; safety and waste control with 
government; independent regulatory board needed. Government 
retains SMR security, hand-holding with Nuclear Power Corp. 
Enhance nuclear power's image via transparent environmental 
and health data dissemination for reactors under safeguards.
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