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Simultaneous Polls Bill Not In Ls List For Today

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CONTEXT: The Union government has postponed introducing the Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill for simultaneous
elections and other legislation in the Lok Sabha, prioritising discussions on constitutional and financial matters, while the
Rajya Sabha faces an impasse over allegations of partisanship, prompting fresh efforts for resolution.

Key Updates on Parliamentary Proceedings and Simultaneous
Polls Bill
e o 1. Simultaneous Polls Bill Delayed
-.I e °© The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill on simultaneous
WE l_l _l \ \ | 1\ : elections and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill were
R i s m— — o i removed from the revised Lok Sabha agenda for Monday.

* These Bills may be introduced after the Rajya Sabha completes
discussions on constitutional and financial matters, and the Lok
Sabha passes supplementary demands for grants.

2. Historical Context and Need for Simultaneous Polls

« Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal highlighted that simultaneous

polls were held until 1967 but were disrupted due to the premature dissolution of Assemblies in 1968-69.

The Law Commission’s 170th report recommended simultaneous polls as a norm, emphasizing reduced costs and
efficiency.

A high-level committee led by former President Ram Nath Kovind also endorsed simultaneous elections.

Rajya Sabha Agenda

Focus on Supplementary Demands for Grants (2024-25), including two Appropriation Bills to be moved by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

Discussion scheduled on the "Glorious Journey of 75 Years of the Constitution of India," with Union Home Minister Amit
Shah expected to participate.

Goa Representation Bill

The Readjustment of Representation of Scheduled Tribes in Assembly Constituencies of Goa Bill, 2024, will be moved
by Law Minister Meghwal.

The Bill aims to ensure effective democratic participation for Scheduled Tribes through seat reservations in the Goa
Assembly under Article 332 of the Constitution.

Impasse in Rajya Sabha

Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar invited Leader of the Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge for discussions to resolve the
deadlock.

The Opposition has moved a no-confidence motion against Dhankhar, alleging partisan conduct.

The House has been disrupted by BJP protests over alleged Congress links to U.S. billionaire George Soros.

BJD’s Neutral Stance

Odisha's Biju Janata Dal (BJD) will abstain from voting on the no-confidence motion against Dhankhar, citing a lack of
consultation from the INDIA bloc.

BJD supremo Naveen Patnaik reiterated that the party would act after assessing the situation.

CONCLUSION: The Simultaneous Polls Bill faces delays in the Lok Sabha, while the Rajya Sabha remains paralyzed by the
no-confidence motion against the Chairman. The BJD maintains a neutral stance, adding to the uncertainty surrounding the
crucial legislation.
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Israel To Double Population In Occupied Golan Heights

CONTEXT: Despite facing international condemnation for its 1981 annexation, Israel continues to assert its control over the
Golan Heights. Amidst recent regime change in Syria, Israel has doubled down on its commitment to the Golan, citing
security threats and approving a plan to significantly increase its Jewish population in the occupied territory.

Major Points:

* Annexation and Sovereignty: lIsrael captured the
Golan Heights in the 1967 Six-Day War and annexed itin
1981. This move has not been recognized by most of the
international community, with Syria demanding Israel's

NEWS

L. % 4 7 R withdrawal.
) ST WS g  U.S. Recognition: A previous U.S. administration
Israel S _ F:E’ ¢ ] S50 g declared support for Israel's sovereignty over the Golan,
Intentions ¥ 5 though this recognition is not universally accepted.

* Security Concerns: Israel continues to cite security
concerns as a justification for maintaining control over
the Golan Heights. The recent political changes in Syria,

while involving rebel leaders with a reportedly moderate tone, are not seen by Israel as diminishing these threats.
* Population Growth Plan: Israel has approved a significant budget to encourage demographic growth in the Golan
Heights by increasing Jewish settlement in the occupied territory.
* Prime Minister's Stance: Prime Minister Netanyahu emphasized the importance of the Golan to Israel's security and
reiterated the government's commitment to maintaining its control and fostering development in the region.
CONCLUSION: Despite international pressure and ongoing diplomatic efforts, Israel continues to assert its control over the
Golan Heights. By expanding its settlement presence in the occupied territory, Israel demonstrates a clear intent to solidify
its hold on the region, a move that further complicates the already fraught Israeli-Syrian conflict and fuels international
criticism of Israeli policies.

Morocco Welcomes Indian Defence Companies
To Set Up Production Units

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: Morocco is actively courting Indian defence companies to invest and establish production units within the
country, positioning itself as a strategic hub for Indian defence exports to both Africa and Europe.

F" _ e mdF R INDIA-MOROCCO: A GROWING DEFENCE PARTNERSHIP

0L o Key Points:

» Strategic Convergence: Morocco seeks to position itself as a key
hub for Indian defence exports to Africa and Europe, offering
incentives  like state-of-the-art infrastructure, streamlined

_ bureaucracy, and attractive investment opportunities.

M - Bilateral Ties: India and Morocco share strong historical and
contemporary ties, marked by mutual respect and growing strategic
cooperation, particularly in the defence sector.

* Defence Industry Growth: Morocco's strategic defence industry project aims to establish the country as a regional
defence development hub, attracting foreign investment and fostering technological advancements.
* Tata-ADN Partnership: The strategic partnership between Morocco's National Defence Administration (ADN) and Tata
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Advanced Systems (TASM) for local production of the WhAP 8x8 ground combat vehicle exemplifies the growing
defence industrial collaboration.

* Economic Ties: Bilateral trade between India and Morocco is significant, with India being a major importer of Moroccan
phosphates and exporting refined petroleum, vehicles, and chemicals to Morocco.

In-Depth Analysis:

The India-Morocco relationship transcends traditional diplomatic ties. Historical connections, marked by India's
support for Moroccan independence, have laid the foundation for a strong and enduring partnership. This foundation has
been further strengthened by:

* Shared Interests: Both nations share common interests in combating terrorism, promoting regional stability, and
fostering economic growth.

 Economic Complementarity: India's technological prowess and manufacturing capabilities align well with Morocco's
strategic ambitions to develop its defence industry.

* Geopolitical Significance: Morocco's strategic location in North Africa provides India with a crucial gateway to the
African continent, enabling it to expand its defence footprint and enhance its diplomatic influence.

CONCLUSION: The India-Morocco defence partnership is poised for significant growth. By leveraging their respective

strengths and shared interests, both nations can mutually benefit from increased defence cooperation, fostering economic

growth, technological advancement, and regional stability. The recent developments, such as the Tata-ADN partnership and

Morocco's proactive efforts to attract Indian investment, signal a promising future for this burgeoning relationship.

Dissanayake Holds ‘Fruitful’ Talks With Jaishankar, Doval

CONTEXT: Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's maiden foreign visit to India highlights efforts to strengthen
bilateral ties through discussions on trade, investment, energy, maritime security, and the Tamil community's aspirations.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF SRI LANKAN PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO INDIA

1. Historic First Foreign Visit

* Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake commenced his first
foreign trip as President with a three-day visit to India.

2. Fruitful Initial Discussions

* Held separate meetings with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval.

+ Talks focused on expanding strategic ties and fostering mutual interests
between the two nations.

3. Engagement with Prime Minister Modi

* Scheduled for wide-ranging talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday.

+ Key focus areas: trade, investment, energy cooperation, and maritime security.

4. Strategic and Bilateral Cooperation

* India emphasized the intertwined development of both nations and the need to consider mutual security and

sensitivities.

Discussions aimed at bolstering collaboration in various sectors.

5. Tamil Community's Aspirations

India is expected to convey its expectations regarding Sri Lanka’s efforts to address the aspirations and rights of the

Tamil community during delegation-level talks.

CONCLUSION: President Dissanayake's visit reflects the importance of India-Sri Lanka relations, emphasizing strategic

cooperation, economic growth, and cultural sensitivities. The outcomes of these discussions are likely to pave the way for

stronger bilateral engagement and mutual understanding between the neighbouring countries.
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Justice Yadav May Appear Before SC Collegium

CONTEXT: Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav's anticipated appearance before the Supreme Court Collegium stems from his
alleged controversial remarks at a VHP event, prompting judicial scrutiny to uphold propriety and accountability within the
judiciary.
Justice Yadav May Appear Before SC Collegium Controversial Remarks
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav allegedly made controversial statements during a Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) event.
SUPREME COURT’S RESPONSE

On December 10, the Supreme Court took cognizance of media reports about the incident and sought a report from
the Allahabad High Court.
Likely Appearance Before Collegium

Justice Yadav is expected to appear before the Supreme Court Collegium to explain his position on the matter. This
follows established judicial practices for addressing such controversies.
CONCLUSION: Justice Yadav’'s appearance before the SC Collegium underscores the judiciary’s commitment to
addressing issues of propriety and accountability among its members. The outcome will likely set an important precedent for
handling similar controversies in the future.

Modi Refers To Past To Build A Fresh Narrative

CONTEXT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Lok Sabha speech referenced historical figures like Purushottam Das Tandon
and K.M. Munshi to critique Congress's leadership history, highlight ideological shifts, and bolster BJP's narrative on issues
like the Uniform Civil Code and Hindu consciousness.

Key Highlights of PM Modi’s Speech on the Constitution

1. Historical References for Narrative Building

» Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted historical figures such as Purushottam Das Tandon and K.M. Munshi during
his Lok Sabha speech on the journey of the Constitution.

 These references were used to construct a political narrative about India’s past and contemporary leadership
challenges.

2. Purushottam Das Tandon’s Legacy

« Tandon was celebrated for his views on India’s democratic traditions predating colonial rule.

* PM Modi highlighted Tandon’s opposition to Jawaharlal Nehru’s policies, including alleged “Muslim appeasement.”

« Tandon, a pro-Hindu nationalist leader, defeated Nehru’s candidate for Congress president but was forced to resign in
1951 under Nehru’s pressure.

3. K.M. Munshi’s Contributions

*  Munshi, a former Nehru government minister, advocated for a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) to replace religion-based
personal laws.

* He later parted ways with Congress, forming the Swatantra Party with C. Rajagopalachari and founding the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad.

* Munshi’s conservative Hindu perspectives were highlighted to underscore ideological diversity within pre-Independence
Congress.

4. BJP’s Core Narrative

« The BJP linked Munshi’s advocacy of UCC and Tandon’s views to its own ideological goals, such as the implementation
of a “Secular Civil Code” and removal of religion-based personal laws.

* Modi’s speech positioned these leaders as symbols of resistance to Nehru’s centralization and dynasty-driven politics.

5. Critique of Congress Leadership

« BJP leaders drew parallels between Nehru’s sidelining of leaders like Tandon and Munshi and the Gandhi family’s
dominance over Congress today.
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* References were made to the G23 group, whose failed revolt was cited as evidence of diminishing internal democracy in
Congress.

CONCLUSION: PM Modi’s speech sought to highlight ideological diversity within pre-Independence Congress while

critiquing its transformation under Nehru and the Gandhis. By invoking leaders like Tandon and Munshi, the BJP reinforced

its own ideological positions and emphasized its narrative of a dynastic Congress sidelining dissent and diverse opinions.

Jaishankar Thanks Moldova For Helping Indians
During The Ukraine Crisis

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: India and Moldova strengthened their diplomatic ties with the inauguration of the Moldovan Embassy in New
Delhi, with India expressing gratitude for Moldova's crucial assistance in evacuating Indian nationals during the 2022
Ukraine crisis.

INDIA-MOLDOVA: STRENGTHENING TIES AMIDST GLOBAL CHALLENGES

Key Points:

* Moldovan Support During Ukraine Crisis: Moldova played a crucial role in Operation Ganga, providing significant
assistance in the evacuation of Indian nationals from Ukraine during the 2022 conflict.

» Reciprocal Diplomatic Steps:

o India expressed its gratitude for Moldova's support during the Ukraine crisis.
> India announced plans to establish an embassy in Moldova in the near future.

« Enhanced Cooperation: Both nations have taken concrete steps to strengthen bilateral relations, including:

o Conducting the second round of foreign office consultations after a gap of 21 years.
o Hosting the first official visit of the Moldovan Minister of Education to India.
o Launching a scholarship program for Indian students in Moldova.

» Shared Values: India and Moldova share a common vision of a world based on peace, understanding, and cooperation.

In-Depth Analysis:

The recent developments in the India-Moldova relationship signify a deepening engagement between the two
countries. While geographically distant, their shared values and growing areas of cooperation are driving this positive
trajectory.
 Humanitarian Cooperation: The significant assistance provided by Moldova during the Ukraine crisis highlights the

humanitarian dimension of their relationship. This act of solidarity has laid a strong foundation for future cooperation.

* Diplomatic Momentum: The establishment of embassies in each other's countries marks a significant step towards
strengthening diplomatic ties. This enhanced diplomatic presence will facilitate closer communication, foster deeper
understanding, and explore new avenues for cooperation.

* Educational Exchange: The launch of a scholarship program for Indian students in Moldova is a crucial step towards
people-to-people exchanges. This initiative will not only promote cultural understanding but also foster academic and
intellectual collaboration.

* Shared Vision: The shared vision of peace, understanding, and cooperation provides a strong framework for future
engagement. This shared vision can serve as a guiding principle for addressing global challenges, such as regional
security issues and climate change.

CONCLUSION: The India-Moldova partnership is on an upward trajectory, driven by shared values, growing areas of

cooperation, and a commitment to strengthening bilateral relations. The recent developments, such as Moldova's support

during the Ukraine crisis and the establishment of embassies, signify a new era of engagement between the two countries.

As they continue to explore new avenues for cooperation, the India-Moldova partnership has the potential to become a

significant model for South-East European cooperation.

“If you invest more in your education, then you are likely to get
more interest in it.”

—Benjamin Franklin
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Centre Launches Jalvahak Scheme For Cargo
Movement Via Inland Waterways

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CONTEXT: The Indian government launched the "Jalvahak" scheme to incentivize long-haul cargo transport on major
inland waterways, aiming to decongest road and rail networks while promoting a more sustainable and cost-effective mode
of transportation. The scheme offers financial incentives to operators and encourages the use of inland waterways for cargo
movement, with the initial focus on the Ganga and Brahmaputra rivers.
Jalvahak Scheme: Boosting India's Inland Waterways
Key Points:
* Launch of Jalvahak Scheme: The Indian government launched the Jalvahak scheme to incentivize long-haul cargo
movement on major inland waterways.
* Focus on Key Waterways: The scheme specifically targets National Waterways 1 (Ganga), 2 (Brahmaputra), and 16
(Barak).
* Economic Incentives:
o Offers up to 35% reimbursement of total operating expenditure incurred.
o Encourages cargo owners to utilize government-owned or operated vessels.
e Scheduled Freight Service:
o Introduces fixed-day scheduled sailing services on key routes:
= Kolkata-Patna-Varanasi-Patna-Kolkata on NW-1 (Ganga)
» Kolkata-Pandu (Guwahati) on NW-2 (Brahmaputra) via the Indo-Bangladesh Protocol Route (IBPR)
* Decongesting Transportation: Aims to reduce congestion on railways and roadways by shifting cargo movement to
more sustainable and cost-effective waterways.
* Industry Participation: The scheme is expected to attract major shipping companies, freight forwarders, and trade
bodies.
* Early Success: UltraTech Cement has become the first cement company to leverage NW-1 for gypsum transport at
scale, demonstrating the scheme's early success.
ANALYSIS OF INDIA'S INLAND WATERWAYS:
India possesses a vast network of inland waterways, offering significant potential for cargo transportation. However,
despite its advantages, the sector has faced challenges in realizing its full potential.
e Challenges:
> Navigational Constraints: Issues like siltation, inadequate infrastructure (jetties, locks, etc.), and variations in water
levels have hindered smooth navigation.
> Lack of Modernization: Many waterways lack modern infrastructure and technology, impacting efficiency and safety.
o Competition from Road and Rail: Road and rail transport have traditionally dominated cargo movement, making it
difficult for waterways to compete.
> Environmental Concerns: Pollution and environmental degradation pose significant challenges to the sustainability
of inland waterways.
* Opportunities:
o Economic Growth: Inland waterways can play a crucial role in boosting economic growth by reducing logistics costs
and improving connectivity within the country.
o Decongestion: Shifting cargo from roads and railways to waterways can significantly reduce congestion and
pollution.
o Sustainable Development: Inland waterway transport is a more environmentally friendly and sustainable mode of
transportation compared to road and rail.
> Regional Development: Inland waterways can play a vital role in the development of remote and underdeveloped
regions by improving accessibility and connectivity.
* Government Initiatives:
> The Jal Marg Vikas Project aims to modernize and develop key waterways, including the National Waterway-1
(Ganga).
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o The Sagarmala Project focuses on port-led development and aims to enhance coastal and inland waterway
connectivity.
> The recent launch of the Jalvahak scheme is a significant step towards promoting the use of inland waterways for
cargo transport.
CONCLUSION: The Jalvahak scheme represents a crucial step towards unlocking the potential of India's inland waterways.
By addressing the challenges and capitalizing on the opportunities, India can significantly enhance its logistics infrastructure,
boost economic growth, and promote sustainable development.

Can We Make Black Holes Reveal Themselves
In Echoes Of Light?

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Can Black Holes Reveal Themselves in Light Echoes? .
Key Points:

1. Light Echoes and Black Holes:

o When light passes around a black hole, its path bends due
to the intense gravitational pull.

o Light emitted from a distant source may take multiple
routes around the black hole, creating "light echoes."

o Einstein's general theory of relativity predicted that light
echoes are achromatic, meaning they occur across all light
frequencies.

2. Impact of Black Holes on Light:

o A black hole’s mass, radius, and angular momentum
influence the behavior of light traveling near it.

o Light echoes provide a novel way to measure these
properties, such as mass and spin, with better

o signal-to-noise ratios compared to traditional methods.
3. Gravitational Lensing:
o Black holes act as gravitational lenses, bending light through their immense gravity.
o Scientists have theorized the creation of light echoes through gravitational lensing, but direct measurements are yet to
be achieved.
4. Proposed Technique - Long-Baseline Interferometry:
This method uses the interference of non-simultaneous light beams to create unique signals.
> Requires at least two telescopes—one on Earth and another in space—to detect light echoes.
High technical precision is essential for success.
5. Focus on M87 Black Hole:
The M87 supermassive black hole, located 55 million lightyears away, is an ideal candidate for studying light echoes due
to its large size.
> Preliminary simulations used data from the Event Horizon Telescope to estimate echo delays, linking them to the black
hole's mass and spin.
6. Challenges in Detection:
Observing echoes requires telescopes with a baseline of at least 40 G (a unit related to signal collection at specific
frequencies).
o Detecting echoes at multiple frequencies simultaneously could test the new technique and verify Einstein’s theory.
7. Significance of Rings of Light:
o Supermassive black holes, like the one in the M87 galaxy, exhibit bright rings of light at specific frequencies.
o These rings, influenced by astrophysical forces and spacetime geometry, hold potential for studying black hole shadows.
CONCLUSION:
The study highlights the potential of light echoes as a groundbreaking method to determine black hole properties,
offering a clearer perspective on their role in the cosmos. If successful, this approach could confirm Einstein’s predictions
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further and deepen our understanding of spacetime and the nature of black holes.
Permissive No More

CONTEXT: The Supreme Court's intervention to halt lawsuits concerning places of worship is a crucial step in safeguarding

India's secular principles. This move seeks to prevent the misuse of the judicial system by groups seeking to exploit religious

sentiments and alter the status quo of religious sites, a trend that has been fuelled by past politically motivated campaigns.

Key Points:

1. Supreme Court's Interim Order:

o The Supreme Court has issued an interim order halting the registration of new suits across the country related to
disputes over places of worship.

o The order addresses challenges to the validity of the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991.

o The Division Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna, aims to stop litigation and interim orders that permit
surveys of disputed religious sites.

2. Significance of the Order:

o The Court recognizes the importance of the Places of Worship Act as a safeguard for the secular fabric of India.

o The law freezes the religious character of places of worship as they existed on Independence Day, 1947, to prevent
communal discord.

3. Judicial Lapses:

o Courts have previously failed to block frivolous suits at an early stage, disregarding the Act and past Supreme Court
judgments.

o Applications for surveys of religious sites have been allowed, undermining the statutory bar imposed by the law.

4. Motivated Litigations:

o Groups and individuals, under the pretext of reclaiming religious sites lost to historical invaders, have filed cases
targeting mosques.

o Questionable orders have been obtained for surveying mosques for evidence of destroyed temples beneath them.

5. Historical Context:

The Ram Janmabhoomi movement succeeded due to political patronage and resulted in the Supreme Court awarding

the disputed land to Hindu litigants, while condemning the Babri Masjid demolition in 1992.

o The acquittal of individuals involved in the demolition without further appeals added to the triumphalism of these

movements.

Emerging Claims:

Similar claims have surfaced in Varanasi, Mathura, Sambhal, and other sites housing 16th-century mosques.

Judicial Attitude:

The judiciary has shown a permissive approach by entertaining politically motivated and ill-intentioned cases.

o Alack of understanding of the historical and political dimensions of the temple movement has compounded the issue.

CONCLUSION: The Supreme Court’s decisive intervention underscores the urgent need to uphold the secular principles

enshrined in the Places of Worship Act, 1991. By curbing motivated litigation and reinforcing the Act’s provisions, the

judiciary has taken a crucial step toward preventing communal discord and preserving the secular character of the nation.

This ruling serves as a reminder that legal mechanisms must not become tools for perpetuating religious divides or enabling

politically driven agendas.
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India’s Firmer Attempts At Mineral Diplomacy

CONTEXT: India is actively pursuing mineral diplomacy to secure critical mineral supplies and reduce its dependence on

other countries, particularly China. This involves establishing partnerships with resource-rich nations and multilateral forums,

though challenges remain in terms of private sector engagement, diplomatic capacity, and building sustainable partnerships.
India's Mineral Diplomacy: Securing Critical Resources

‘Qﬁ Key Points:

mﬂ“t = “d e Strategic Vulnerability: India's heavy reliance on imports,
- articularly from China, for critical minerals poses a significant
DI‘HE = y Critic P y p g

: strategic vulnerability.
"Vd PI]' C ' * Need for Diversification: To reduce dependence and ensure a
i stable supply, India is actively pursuing mineral diplomacy.
* Two-Pillared Approach:
o Bilateral Engagements:
* Focus on partnerships with resource-rich nations like Australia,
Argentina, and Kazakhstan.

!

« Establishment of KABIL to secure mineral supplies through government-to-government, government-to-business, and
business-to-business routes.
» Successful ventures like the India-Australia MOU and the Argentina lithium exploration pact.
+ Engagement with Central Asia through initiatives like the India-Central Asia Rare Earths Forum.
o Multilateral Cooperation:
» Strengthening partnerships with the Quad, IPEF, MSP, and G7.
« Aligning with global best practices in the critical mineral sector.
« Enhancing knowledge sharing and capacity building with key partners.
° Challenges:
« Limited Private Sector Participation: Lack of a clear supply chain strategy and road map for the private sector.
+ Weak Diplomatic Capacity: Need for a dedicated mineral diplomacy division within the Ministry of External Affairs.
» Building Sustainable Partnerships: Focus on strategic, sustainable, and trusted partnerships with key players like the
EU, South Korea, and other Quad members.
CONCLUSION: India's mineral diplomacy is a crucial endeavor to ensure its long-term economic and technological growth.
While significant progress has been made, addressing the challenges related to private sector involvement, diplomatic
capacity, and building sustainable partnerships is essential for the success of this initiative. By effectively navigating these
challenges, India can strengthen its mineral security, reduce strategic vulnerabilities, and emerge as a key player in the global

critical mineral landscape.
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How Would A Carbon Market Function?

CONTEXT: The concept of carbon markets, outlining how they work, their potential benefits in addressing climate change,
and the challenges they face, such as government intervention, corporate resistance, and the potential for market
manipulation.

CARBON MARKETS: A MARKET-BASED APPROACH TO CLIMATE
CHANGE
/f- S _ Key Points:
: e * What are Carbon Markets?
' o A system where the right to emit carbon dioxide is bought and

sold.
'. o Governments issue "carbon credits" allowing the holder to emit a
specific amount of carbon.
o By limiting the number of credits, governments control overall
emissions.

o Carbon credits can be traded between entities, allowing flexibility in emission reduction strategies.

o Carbon offsets, such as tree planting, can also be traded, allowing companies to offset their emissions.
* Benefits of Carbon Markets:

o Internalizes Externalities: Puts a price on pollution, incentivizing firms to reduce emissions.

o Market-Based Solution: Allows for flexible and efficient allocation of emission reductions.

o Cost-Effectiveness: Enables companies to find the most cost-effective ways to reduce emissions.
e Corporate Concerns:

o Government Intervention: Fear of output restrictions and increased costs due to government regulations.

o Market Uncertainty: Concerns about potential market manipulation and the effectiveness of government-set emission

caps.

* Criticisms of Carbon Offsets:

o "Greenwashing": Concerns that companies use offsets for PR purposes without genuine commitment to emission

reduction.

o Lack of Oversight: Difficulty in verifying the effectiveness and environmental integrity of offset projects.
Potential Challenges:

o Government Influence: Risk of governments manipulating the market to weaken emission reductions.

o Market Volatility: Price fluctuations in carbon credits can create uncertainty for businesses.

> Monitoring and Enforcement: Difficulties in accurately monitoring emissions and preventing cheating.
CONCLUSION

Carbon markets offer a potential solution to the challenge of climate change by creating a market-based

incentive for emission reductions. However, their success depends on careful design, effective government oversight, and
addressing the concerns of both businesses and environmental groups. Ensuring the integrity of carbon markets and
addressing potential challenges will be crucial for their effectiveness in mitigating climate change

“If you invest more in your education, then you are likely to get
more interest in it.”

—Benjamin Franklin
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Why Simultaneous Elections Are Impractical
And Complicated?

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CONTEXT: The idea of simultaneous elections in India, highlights practical challenges, such as logistical difficulties and the
risk of undermining federalism and democracy. It argues that the administrative benefits are overstated, while the potential
costs—both in implementation and in weakening democratic principles—are significant.

Objections to Simultaneous Elections in India

TR e 1. Logistical Challenges:
Discussionon " SO S e e i
ultaneous Etﬂctloﬂ%ﬁ_ phases, presents a significant logistical challenge.
PARLIAMENT ﬁ'g] 2. Minimal Financial Savings:
a o Critics argue that the financial savings from simultaneous
elections are minimal when the numbers are crunched. The
STATE ASSEMBLIES notion of reducing electioneering costs is largely overstated.
3. Increased Centralization of Campaigns:
i o The centralization of campaigns and the dominance of national
‘_‘ parties in state elections make it difficult for state-level party units

to function independently, which could hamper governance.

4. Incompatibility with Parliamentary Democracy:

o Simultaneous elections clash with the fundamentals of parliamentary democracy. If a state government loses its majority
during the term, it could lead to central rule (President’s Rule) or elections being held for a shorter term, undermining
both federalism and democracy.

5. Risk of ‘Horse-Trading’:

o The possibility of defections or "horse-trading" would increase in a system of simultaneous elections, where the largest
political parties could manipulate outcomes, further undermining democratic integrity.

6. Undermining Federalism:

o Indian federalism, which recognizes the legitimacy of state-specific aspirations, could be diluted by simultaneous
elections, with state-level issues overshadowed by national concerns.

7. Impact on Political Plurality:

o Simultaneous elections risk reducing the political diversity at the state level, leading to a concentration of power at the
national level and weakening the federal structure.

8. Reduction in Public Participation:

o Regular and frequent elections provide a space for public participation and debate, which would be diminished if
simultaneous elections reduced the frequency of elections.

Conclusion: While the administrative benefits of simultaneous elections may seem appealing, the practical challenges and

risks to India's federal and democratic structure make the idea impractical and potentially harmful. The concept should not

be pursued as it would undermine the core principles of federalism and democracy enshrined in the Indian Constitution.
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Syria Is Faced With The Brutal Legacy Of The Assad Regime
As It Staggers Back To ‘Normalcy’

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: Syria is beginning to recover from the brutal Assad regime after the fall of Bashar al-Assad, with militants taking
control of Damascus and new rulers seeking to stabilize the country. While signs of normalcy, such as children returning to
school and businesses reopening, are emerging, concerns remain over the protection of minorities and the country's future
governance, as well as ongoing international tensions involving key players like Israel and Turkey.

How Wl" the Sy"a crisis %y;:?n al::;:'es a Brutal Legacy as It Stumbles Toward
impact India? i e Assad’s Departure: Bashar al-Assad fled Syria following
< ke A an 11-day offensive by the Islamist militant group Hayat

" Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), ending over 50 years of Assad family
rule. His fall came after a brutal civil war that has claimed
over 500,000 lives and displaced half the population.

* Return to Normalcy: In the wake of Assad's departure,
calm is returning to Syria's streets. Children began returning
to school in Damascus for the first time since Assad's fall.
Schools reported gradual increases in attendance, though
only about 30% were back initially.

* Legacy of Atrocities: Syrians are beginning to uncover the
depths of the suffering inflicted by Assad’s regime.

Journalist Mohammed Darwish, a former detainee in Syria’s notorious intelligence-run prisons, recalled the horrors of
prolonged torture and interrogations.

* International Reactions: Western and Arab diplomats, including those from the US, Turkey, and the EU, met in Jordan
to discuss a peaceful transition. They called for a Syrian-led process to create a representative and non-sectarian
government with respect for human rights.

* Concerns Over HTS Control: HTS, despite moderating its rhetoric, is rooted in al-Qaeda and is seen as a threat by
many due to its hardline Sunni Muslim ideology. International and domestic concerns persist about the protection of
religious and ethnic minorities under HTS rule. The new interim government, however, has pledged to protect the rights
of all Syrians.

* Reopening Businesses and Services: After the fall of Assad, pubs and alcohol stores, which had closed during the
militant victory, are tentatively reopening. Syrian Christians attended their first church service since Assad’s departure,
signaling some return to normal life.

* Regional and Global Tensions: Both Israel and Turkey have conducted military strikes in Syria, with Israeli strikes
continuing near Damascus. Israel has also moved troops into the UN-patrolled Golan Heights buffer zone, a violation of
a 1974 armistice. HTS leader Abu Mohammed al-Jolani warned that this could escalate regional tensions.

* lran and Hezbollah’s Shift: Iran-backed Hezbollah, a staunch ally of Assad, acknowledged the loss of its ability to
operate militarily through Syria. However, it expressed hopes that Syria’s new leadership would continue to view Israel
as an enemy and avoid normalization of ties.

CONCLUSION:

While Syria is beginning to emerge from the shadow of the Assad regime, the country remains in turmoil, grappling with the

legacy of decades of oppression and violence. The road to a peaceful and stable Syria is fraught with challenges, including

the influence of extremist factions and the concerns of the international community. However, signs of life returning to the
capital and efforts to rebuild both politically and socially suggest that, despite its brutal past, the country may slowly inch
toward a new phase of existence.
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