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BILLS ON SIMULTANEOUS POLLS ROCK PARLIAMENT

CONTEXT: The Indian Parliament withessed a heated debate during the Winter Session as Law Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal introduced two contentious Bills proposing simultaneous elections for the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, sparking
sharp opposition over concerns of federalism, constitutional structure, and state autonomy, while the government defended
the measures and agreed to refer them to a Joint Parliamentary Committee for further deliberation.

Key Developments in Parliament

Introduction of the Bills

e Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal introduced two signif-

icant Bills in the Lok Sabha during the Winter Session of

Parliament:

1. The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill: Seeks to
implement simultaneous elections for the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies.

2. The Union Territories Amendment Bill: Aligns elec-
tions in Puducherry, Delhi, and Jammu & Kashmir
with Lok Sabha elections.

Debate and Division of Votes

e A 90-minute debate ensued in the Lok Sabha, with

Opposition members labeling the Bills as "anti-federal"

and against the basic structure of the Constitution.
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e A division of votes followed the debate:

» Votes in favor: 263 members.

* Votes against: 198 members.

Government’s Defense

e Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal defended the Bills, asserting they:

« Do not tamper with state powers.

« Uphold principles like judicial review, federalism, and the supremacy of the Constitution.

* Do not alter the basic structure of the Constitution.

e Meghwal agreed to move a resolution for referring the Bills to a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) for detailed consul-

tations.

Opposition’s Concerns

e Anti-Federalism: Opposition MPs argued the Bills undermine state legislatures’ autonomy and make them subordinate to

Parliament.

+ Congress MP Manish Tewari termed the Bills an "assault on the Constitution’s basic structure" and beyond the legislative
competence of Parliament.

e Role of the Election Commission: Congress’s Gaurav Gogoi highlighted concerns over granting excessive powers to the

Election Commission, potentially impacting its constitutional mandate.

e Right to Govern: DMK leader T.R. Baalu emphasized that electors’ rights to choose governments for five years should not

be curtailed.

e Political Motivation: TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee claimed the Bills were driven by personal ambitions rather than genuine

electoral reforms.
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Supporting Voices

e Treasury bench allies such as the TDP and Shiv Sena expressed unwavering support for the Bills.

e Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju defended Speaker Om Birla’s decision to allow floor leaders of all parties to voice
their opinions.

Voting Dynamics and Challenges

e The introduction of a constitutional amendment Bill requires only a simple majority; however, its passage demands a
two-thirds majority of members present and voting.

e Opposition pointed out that the BJP’s failure to secure a two-thirds majority during the division of votes indicates potential
difficulties in passing the Bills.

e Congress MPs Shashi Tharoor and Manickam Tagore highlighted absenteeism among BJP MPs as a political vulnerability.

Conclusion: The One Nation, One Election proposal aims to enhance efficiency in India’s electoral process but poses
significant challenges to federalism, constitutional integrity, and political diversity. Its implementation would require careful
deliberation, robust safeguards, and a consensus-driven approach to uphold the spirit of India’s parliamentary democracy.

PANEL LED BY EX-ISRO CHIEF ADVISES NTA’S
RESTRUCTURING

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CONTEXT: A high-level expert committee, chaired by former ISRO Chief K. Radhakrishnan, has recommended a compre-
hensive restructuring of the National Testing Agency (NTA) to enhance the integrity, efficiency, and transparency of its exam-
ination processes, with key suggestions including the introduction of Digi-Exam and improved coordination with state author-
ities.

Key Recommendations:

1. Introduction of Digi-Exam:

* Inspired by Digi-Yatra, Digi-Exam aims to authenti-
cate candidates at multiple stages (application,
test, admission, and study/work) to ensure exam
integrity and prevent impersonation.

2. Policy Interventions for Testing:

* Multi-session Testing: To ensure a fair and consis-
tent examination experience.

* Multi-stage Testing for NEET-UG: To introduce a
layered approach to assessments.

+ Expansion of Subject Streams for CUET: To accom-
modate diverse educational pathways.
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3. Governance and Accountability:
« Establishment of an empowered governing body with three sub-committees:

« Test Audit, Ethics, and Transparency.

* Nomination and Staff Conditions.

« Stakeholder Relationships.
» Leadership to include domain-specific experts with proven experience in testing processes.
4. Enhanced Coordination with States:
« Development of institutional linkages with State and District authorities to secure the test administration process.
« Formation of coordination committees at State and District levels with defined roles and responsibilities.
5. Human Resource Strengthening:
» Appointment of a Director-General (ranked at Additional Secretary level) under the Central Staffing Scheme.
» Creation of 10 specific verticals within NTA, each headed by a director-level officer.
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6. Operational Measures:
* Detailed precautions to prevent exam breaches and malpractices at all stages, including:

* Question paper preparation and transportation.

* Selection and monitoring of exam centres.

* Frisking, seat allotment, and handling of OMR sheets.

* Secure transportation and storage of unused materials.

7. Focus on Entrance Examinations:
* NTAto be limited to conducting entrance exams for higher education from 2024.
* Recruitment exams to be excluded from NTA's mandate.
Implementation Plan:
* Restructuring Timeline:
The NTA s set to be restructured by 2025, as announced by Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.
* Capacity Augmentation:
NTA’s scope for other examinations will be reconsidered only after its capacity and infrastructure are enhanced.
e Continued CUET-UG Frequency:
CUET-UG will continue to be conducted once annually.
CONCLUSION:

The proposed restructuring of the NTA is a significant step toward ensuring fairness, transparency, and security in
national-level entrance examinations. By implementing Digi-Exam, multi-session testing, and robust governance mecha-
nisms, the NTA aims to address longstanding concerns, restore stakeholder confidence, and align with global best practices
in examination management. However, the success of these recommendations will depend on timely implementation,
resource allocation, and coordination with State and District authorities.

AFTER INDIA, DISSANAYAKE TO VISIT CHINA

CONTEXT: Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s recent visit to India and his upcoming trip to China highlight

Sri Lanka's strategy to strengthen bilateral ties with major powers while addressing domestic economic challenges.

Key Points:

Strengthening Bilateral Relations:

1. India Visit and Commitments:

* President Dissanayake assured Prime Minister Narendra Modi that Sri Lankan territory would not be used in a manner
detrimental to India’s security and regional stability.

+ His visit underscores Sri Lanka’s prioritization of ties with India under the new government.

2. Upcoming Visit to China:

» Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath confirmed that the President would visit China next month, signaling Sri Lanka’s intention
to maintain strong relations with both Delhi and Beijing.

+ China expressed support for President Dissanayake's India visit, terming it a positive step for regional diplomacy.

3. Diverse Foreign Policy:

* Mr. Herath emphasized a balanced approach, seeking cooperation with countries like the U.S., Russia, Cuba, and North
Korea in addition to India and China.

Economic Priorities:

2. Debt Restructuring:

+ The government is focused on addressing its economic crisis through restructuring its debt with the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) and World Bank.

2. Tourism Revival:

+ After suffering setbacks from the 2019 Easter Sunday attacks, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 2022 economic crisis,
Sri Lanka aims to revitalize tourism.

» Visa-free travel for nationals of 39 countries, including India, will be introduced. Sri Lanka urged India to reciprocate and
boost mutual tourism.
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Maritime Policy and Foreign Vessels:

1. Chinese Research Vessels:

» Sri Lanka has been under scrutiny for allowing Chinese research ships to dock at its ports.

» Avyear-long moratorium on such vessels ends on December 31, and a national policy is being formulated to address this
issue.

* India has consistently objected to such vessels, citing security concerns.

2. India’s Offer:

+ India offered training and technical capacity to reduce Sri Lanka’s dependence on foreign vessels for maritime research.

Sri Lankan Refugees in India:

2. Repatriation Considerations:

* The government is assessing the situation of approximately 57,000 Sri Lankan refugees living in camps and 34,000
living outside camps in Tamil Nadu.

» While repatriation mechanisms exist, not all refugees wish to return due to uncertain conditions in Sri Lanka.

Conclusion:

Sri Lanka’s diplomatic balancing act reflects its pursuit of "win-win" ties with global powers while focusing on rebuild-
ing its economy. Strengthening partnerships with India and China remains central, alongside efforts to address long stand-
ing issues like refugee repatriation and maritime policies. The success of these initiatives will depend on transparent policy-
making, regional cooperation, and domestic economic resilience.

DOVAL IN BEIJING TODAY TO ATTEND INDIA-CHINA
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES’ TALKS

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: "National Security Adviser Ajit Doval is in Beijing today for the 23rd round of India-China Special Representa-
tives' talks, aimed at restoring bilateral ties strained by the 2020 border standoff”

e Objective: The 23rd round of India-China Special Representa-
tives' talks aims to restore bilateral ties strained by the 2020
border standoff in eastern Ladakh.
e Participants: National Security Adviser Ajit Doval will lead the
i Indian delegation, while Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi will
TALKS represent China.
DD“AL IN e Focus: The talks will focus on:

* Managing peace and tranquility in the border areas.
\ ' BEIJING yg&¢  ° Exploring a mutually acceptable solution to the long-standing
| boundary question.

s v 4 * Rebuilding trust and confidence between the two countries.
o —

e Chinese Position: China has expressed its readiness to honour commitments made by leaders at the BRICS summit
and work towards improving bilateral relations.
CONCLUSION:

These talks hold significant importance for both India and China. Successful outcomes could pave the way
for improved bilateral relations, reduced tensions along the border, and potentially a long-term solution to the boundary
dispute. However, the path forward remains challenging, with deep-seated mistrust and unresolved issues requiring careful
and patient diplomacy.
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STARLINK DEVICES SEIZED DURING RAID IN MANIPUR;
MUSK DENIES REPORT

INTERNAL SECURITY

CONTEXT: "The seizure of a Starlink device in Manipur, allegedly used by a separatist group, has raised concerns about its
potential misuse and sparked a debate about the availability and regulation of satellite internet services in India."

Key Points:

e Starlink Seizure:

» A Starlink device was seized in Manipur during a security
operation.

 The device was allegedly used by the RPF, a banned
separatist group.

» This is the first instance of a Starlink device being found
in Manipur.

e Elon Musk's Denial:

« Elon Musk denied that Starlink services are active in
India.

» This contradicts the seizure of the device in Manipur.

STARL[N K D‘EUICE e Previous Incidents:
« Starlink devices have been used for illegal activities in
FDU N D IN MANI PUR other parts of the world, such as smuggling.

e Regulatory Concerns:

+ The incident raises concerns about the potential misuse of satellite internet services in India.
+ There are questions about the regulation and licensing of such services in the country.
CONCLUSION:

The seizure of the Starlink device in Manipur highlights the complex challenges posed by emerging technolo-
gies like satellite internet. While these technologies offer significant benefits, they also present potential risks, such as
enabling illegal activities and posing security threats. The Indian government needs to carefully consider the regulatory
framework for satellite internet services to ensure their responsible and secure use while mitigating potential risks.

SC COLLEGIUM MEETS JUSTICE YADAV OVER VHP
REMARKS

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

* Justice Yadav's Remarks: Justice Shekhar Kumar Yaday, a judge of the Allahabad High Court, reportedly made com-
ments at a VHP event that triggered controversy.

* Impeachment Motion: Opposition MPs in the Rajya Sabha moved an impeachment motion against Justice Yadav based
on these reported comments.

e Collegium Meeting: The Supreme Court Collegium met with Justice Yadav to discuss the matter.

* Media Reports: The meeting likely provided an opportunity for Justice Yadav to address the concerns raised in media
reports about his comments at the VHP event.

* Court Statement: The Supreme Court issued a statement acknowledging the news reports about Justice Yadav's com-
ments and indicating that the matter was being looked into.

CONCLUSION: Essentially, the Supreme Court Collegium met with Justice Yadav to discuss the controversy surrounding his

reported remarks at the VHP event and to gather information regarding the situation
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COMMITTEE SUGGESTS STATUTORY MSP, SAYS IT CAN
HELP END FARMER SUICIDES

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CONTEXT: "A parliamentary committee has recommended legalizing the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for crops, arguing

that it is crucial for farmer welfare, economic growth, and food security."

e Key Recommendations:

* Legal Guarantee for MSP: The committee strongly recommends legally guaranteeing the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for crops.

* Increased PM-KISAN Support: The committee urges the government to increase the annual PM-KISAN payment to
112,000 per farmer from the current 116,000.

* Inclusion of Tenant Farmers and Farm Laborers: The committee suggests extending these benefits to tenant farmers
and farm laborers.

e Rationale for Legal MSP:

+ Safeguarding Farmer Livelihoods: Legal MSP is seen as essential for protecting farmers' incomes and ensuring their
financial stability.

+ Promoting Rural Economic Growth: It is expected to stimulate economic activity in rural areas by encouraging invest-
ment in agriculture.

+ Enhancing Food Security: Assured income through MSP will incentivize farmers to increase productivity and ensure
long-term food security for the nation.

* Reducing Farmer Suicides: Legal MSP is believed to play a crucial role in reducing farmer suicides by mitigating risks,
alleviating debt, and improving farmers' mental health.

CONCLUSION:

The parliamentary committee's report emphasizes the critical need for a legally guaranteed MSP to address the challenges

faced by Indian farmers. By providing a safety net for farmers, stabilizing their incomes, and promoting sustainable agricul-

tural practices, a legally binding MSP can significantly contribute to the economic and social well-being of rural India. The

government's response to these recommendations will be crucial in determining the future of agricultural policy and the live-

lihoods of millions of farmers across the country.

MGNREGA WAGES DO NOT MATCH RISING COST OF
LIVING: HOUSE PANEL

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CONTEXT: A parliamentary panel has recommended increasing MGNREGS wages, citing the rising cost of living and the

inadequacy of current payments for workers."

Key Points:

e Inadequate Wages:

» The parliamentary panel found that current MGNREGS wages are not keeping pace with the rising cost of living.

« The panel emphasized the need to link wages to a national inflation index.

e "Last Resort" Employment:

» The Rural Development Ministry acknowledged that MGNREGS is often seen as a "last resort" by workers.

e Impact of Low Wages:

* Low wages and delayed payments discourage workers and may lead to migration in search of better-paying jobs.

e Wage Variations:

« MGNREGS wages vary significantly across states, with Haryana offering the highest daily wage and Arunachal Pradesh
and Nagaland offering the lowest.

e Unrevised Base Rate:

» The base rate for wage fixation has remained unchanged since the inception of MGNREGS, leading to concerns about
the adequacy of wage increases.
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CONCLUSION:

The parliamentary panel's report highlights the critical need to address the issue of inadequate MGNREGS
wages. Increasing wages in line with inflation is crucial to ensure that the scheme provides a meaningful livelihood for rural
workers and discourages them from seeking alternative, potentially more exploitative, forms of employment. Revising the
wage fixation mechanism and ensuring timely payments are essential steps towards making MGNREGS a truly effective and
sustainable social safety net for rural India

THE LEGAL GAPS IN INDIA’S UNREGULATED Al
SURVEILLANCE

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CONTEXT: The growing concerns surrounding the use of Al-powered surveillance in India, highlight the lack of adequate
legal safeguards and the potential for these technologies to infringe upon citizens' fundamental right to privacy. 1 It calls for
a comprehensive regulatory framework to ensure responsible and ethical use of Al in law enforcement and governance.

KEY POINTS:

e Widespread Al Surveillance: India is rapidly deploying Al-powered

surveillance systems, including facial recognition and Al-powered satel-

lites, raising concerns about mass surveillance.

e Lack of Legal Framework:

* The current legal framework, particularly the Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act (DPDPA), has significant gaps.

« The DPDPA grants the government broad exemptions for data
processing, while placing significant obligations on citizens.

e Concerns about Privacy Violations:

+ The Telangana Police data breach highlights the risk of data misuse by law enforcement agencies.

« Al-powered surveillance raises concerns about "dragnet surveillance" and potential infringements on the fundamental

right to privacy.

e Need for Proportional Safeguards:

« There is a need for proportional safeguards to balance the benefits of Al-driven governance with individual rights.

e Global Best Practices:

« The EU's Al Act, with its risk-based approach, offers a valuable model for regulating Al in India.

e Urgent Need for Regulation:

« The absence of a comprehensive regulatory framework in India leaves citizens vulnerable to the risks of Al surveillance.
India is at a critical juncture in its deployment of Al-powered surveillance systems. The current legal framework

is inadequate to address the potential risks to citizens' privacy and other fundamental rights. A comprehensive and robust

regulatory framework is urgently needed to ensure that Al is used responsibly and ethically in governance and law enforce-

ment. This framework should prioritize:

e Transparency and Accountability: Public disclosure of data collection practices, clear guidelines for data use, and

robust data protection measures.

e Stronger Privacy Safeguards: Narrow and specific exemptions for data processing, independent oversight mecha-

nisms, and robust judicial review.

e Risk-Based Approach: Categorization of Al activities based on their risk levels, with appropriate restrictions and safe-

guards for high-risk applications.

CONCLUSION: By adopting a proactive and responsible approach to regulating Al, India can harness the potential benefits

of these technologies while safeguarding the fundamental rights and liberties of its citizens.

“If you invest more in your education, then you are likely to get

more interest in it.”

—Benjamin Franklin
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THE CONSTITUTION MINORITY RIGHTS

CONTEXT: The constitutional framework of minority rights in India, explores their historical origins, underlying rationale, and
judicial interpretations. It emphasizes the significance of these rights in preserving diversity and ensuring equal opportunities
for all citizens within a democratic society.

KEY POINTS:
= emancipation =3 Importance of Minority Rights:
ﬂ E-qyal“_‘,g * Minority rights are crucial for a thriving democracy, as
........ s B emphasized by Franklin D. Roosevelt.
EE"’“’“’ m m I n Orl b » The preservation of diversity is a fundamental principle
underlying minority rights in the Indian Constitution.
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“Eg::_r sexual g §E ww=  Historical Context:
negration Efﬁ* Erlg S The concept of minority rights has historical roots in

international agreements and constitutional provisions

rElt:IEm . .
T in other countries.
. — ' * The Indian Constitution, recognizing the importance of

minority rights, includes provisions like Articles 29 and 30.

Debate in the Constituent Assembly:

» The framers of the Indian Constitution, particularly figures like Pandit G.B. Pant, emphasized the importance of address-
ing the concerns of minorities.

Rationale for Minority Rights:

» Individualistic rights are insufficient for protecting the cultural identity of minority groups.

* Article 29 guarantees the right to conserve one's language, script, and culture.

» Article 30 grants religious and linguistic minorities the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their
choice.

Judicial Interpretations:

* The Supreme Court has consistently upheld the importance of minority rights, emphasizing the right to choose and the
need for equality between majority and minority institutions.

* The Aligarh Muslim University (2024) judgment provided significant clarity on the concept of minority institutions.

Limitations and Safeguards:

« While minorities have the right to establish and administer their institutions, they are not exempt from reasonable regula-
tions and standards of quality.

Defining Minorities:

* The Supreme Court has held that minorities are to be defined at the state level.

» The Aligarh Muslim University judgment provided key criteria for determining the minority character of an institution.

CONCLUSION:

The Indian Constitution, recognizing the importance of diversity and the need to protect the rights of all its citizens,
provides a framework for minority rights. These rights, enshrined in Articles 29 and 30, aim to ensure that minority groups
can preserve their unique cultural identities while participating fully in the democratic process. The Supreme Court has
played a crucial role in interpreting and upholding these rights, ensuring that they are not compromised and that a just and
equitable society is fostered for all citizens, regardless of their religious or linguistic background.
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‘ABOUT 20% OF AIF MONEY USED
TO CIRCUMVENT LAWS’

ECONOMICS & DEVELOPMENT

CONTEXT: "A recent statement by a senior SEBI official has raised concerns about the misuse of Alternative Investment
Funds (AIFs) in India. It is alleged that approximately 20% of AIF investments may have been used to circumvent existing
financial regulations."
KEY POINTS:
e Circumvention of Regulations:
o Approximately 20% of investments made through Alternative Investment Funds (AlFs) appear to have been used to
circumvent existing financial regulations.
"Light-Touch" Regulation:
The relatively relaxed regulatory framework for AlFs has contributed to this issue.
Questionable Investments:
An estimated %1 lakh crore out of the total %5 lakh crore of AIF investments may have been used for purposes not intended
by the regulations.
e AlFs and High-Net-Worth Individuals:
AlFs are popular investment vehicles for high-net-worth individuals seeking to invest in areas like startups, infrastructure,
and other high-risk, high-return opportunities.
CONCLUSION:

The statement by SEBI's whole-time member highlights a significant concern regarding the use of AlFs. While
these funds offer valuable investment opportunities, the potential for regulatory circumvention poses a risk to the integrity of
the financial system. This necessitates a careful review of the existing regulatory framework for AlFs, with a focus on
strengthening oversight and ensuring that these funds are used for their intended purposes while mitigating potential risks.

FRANCE RUSHES AID TO MAYOTTE AFTER CYCLONE

CONTEXT: "Cyclone Chido has devastated the French island territory of Mayotte, causing widespread destruction, numerous

casualties, and leaving thousands without power and essential services. The French government is mobilizing resources to

provide aid and support to the affected population.

Key Points:

* Devastating Impact: Cyclone Chido severely impacted Mayotte, causing widespread destruction, including damaged
infrastructure, widespread power outages, and disrupted telecommunications.

* High Casualty Count:

o 21 deaths have been confirmed, with 45 people in critical condition.

o Officials fear the actual death toll may be significantly higher.

* Widespread Damage:

o 70% of the population is estimated to be gravely affected.

> Homes, businesses, and essential infrastructure like hospitals and schools have been severely damaged.

* Humanitarian Crisis:

o Survivors are facing shortages of food, water, and shelter.

o Access to affected areas is hampered by damaged infrastructure, including the airport.

* Factors Contributing to High Impact:

o Many residents underestimated the cyclone's severity and ignored warnings.

> Migrants were reluctant to seek shelter in official shelters due to fear of deportation.

*  French Government Response:

o France is mobilizing resources, including ships and military aircraft, to deliver aid and support to Mayotte.

o President Macron has declared a national mourning period and plans to visit the island.

o

° e
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CONCLUSION:

Cyclone Chido has caused a major humanitarian crisis in Mayotte, highlighting the vulnerability of the island to
natural disasters. The widespread destruction and high casualty count underscore the urgent need for coordinated relief
efforts and long-term recovery plans. This event also emphasizes the importance of effective disaster preparedness and risk
communication, particularly among vulnerable populations such as migrants.

MYANMAR REBELS RECAPTURE HEADQUARTERS
AFTER 30 YEARS

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: "The Karen National Union (KNU), an ethnic armed group in Myanmar, has recaptured its historical
headquarters of Manerplaw after nearly three decades of control by the Myanmar military, marking a significant
development in the ongoing conflict."

KEY POINTS:

* Recapture of Manerplaw: The Karen National Union (KNU) has recaptured its historical headquarters, Manerplaw, after
nearly 30 years of control by the Myanmar military.

* Significance of Manerplaw:

o Manerplaw served as the KNU's headquarters during its decades-long struggle for the rights of the Karen minority.

o |t was also a refuge for other dissidents opposing the previous Myanmar junta.

* History of the Conflict:

o The KNU lost control of Manerplaw to the junta and a breakaway faction in 1995.

o The 2021 coup has intensified conflict between the KNU and the Myanmar military.

e Current Situation:

o The Myanmar military is attempting to retake Manerplaw.

o The KNU has provided support to other anti-junta forces, including the People's Defence Forces.

* Humanitarian Crisis:

> The ongoing conflict has displaced millions of people within Myanmar.

CONCLUSION:

The KNU's recapture of Manerplaw marks a significant development in the ongoing conflict in Myanmar. This
victory underscores the resilience of the KNU and the challenges faced by the Myanmar military in suppressing the growing
resistance movement. The conflict continues to have a devastating impact on the civilian population, with widespread
displacement and human suffering. The future of Myanmar remains uncertain as the military struggles to maintain control in
the face of increasing opposition from various armed groups and civilian resistance movements.
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