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BIREN EXPRESSES ‘REGRET’ FOR VIOLENCE IN MANIPUR

CONTEXT: The article describes the ongoing ethnic violence in the Indian state of Manipur, highlighting the recent apology
by Chief Minister Biren Singh for the loss of life and displacement caused by the conflict.

Major Points:
QQ Whatever happened has . « Chief Minister's Apology: Manipur Chief Minister Biren
happened. We have to forgive Singh issued an apology for the violence that has plagued
and forget the past mistakes and make the state since May 2023, acknowledging the loss of lives
anew beginning for a peaceful and and displacement of people. He expressed hope for a
prosperous Manipur peaceful 2025 and urged forgiveness and reconciliation.
> N. BIREN SINGH, Chief Minister « Congress Demands: Congress leader Jairam Ramesh

criticized the Prime Minister's lack of a similar apology
and his failure to visit Manipur, emphasizing the need for
the Prime Minister and Home Minister to take responsibili-
ty for the situation.

» Continued Violence: Despite the Chief Minister's apology,
reports of continued violence emerged. Indigenous Tribal
Leaders' Forum reported injuries to Kuki women during a

Q Why can't the Prime Minister go to
Manipur and say the same thing
there? He has deliberately avoided visiting
the State since May 4th, 2023, even as he
jets around the country and the world
JAIRAM RAMESH, Congress leader

» peaceful protest against the forcible occupation of their bunkers by security forces.

« Government's Response: The Chief Minister cited the arrest of accused individuals and the recovery of a significant
number of arms as evidence of progress in addressing the violence. He also mentioned government efforts to resettle
displaced families.

“77% of Northeast Manipur Sees Surge in Violence in 2023
* Sharp Rise in Violence: Manipur witnessed a significant increase in violent incidents in

violence cases are 2023 compared to 2022, accounting for 77% of all such incidents in the Northeast.

from Mal]iplll” * Ethnic Strife: The escalating violence is primarily attributed to the ongoing ethnic conflict
between the Meitei and Kuki communities.

NEW DELHI * Heavy Toll: The violence resulted in numerous casualties, including civilians and security

Manipur accounted for 77% of personnel.

violent incidents that took * Government Response:

place in northeastern India in > The Union government released substantial funds for relief and rehabilitation efforts.

2023, according to the Union > A Commission of Inquiry was appointed to investigate the causes of the violence.

Home Ministry's annual report > Counter-insurgency operations led to the arrest of numerous insurgents and the

for 2023-24 published on recovery of weapons.

Monday. » PAGE 4 > A peace agreement was signed with a faction of the UNLF.

* Continued Challenges: Despite these efforts, violence continues to persist in the state.

CONCLUSION: The situation in Manipur remains volatile despite the Chief Minister's apology. The lack of a clear and deci-
sive response from the central government, coupled with continued violence and human rights violations, raises serious
concerns about the long-term prospects for peace and reconciliation in the state.
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HOUTHI FACTOR MAKES INDIA CAUTIOUS
ON NIMISHA CASE

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: The challenging situation of an Indian woman, Nimisha Priya, sentenced to death in Yemen for the alleged

murder of her business partner. The case is complicated by the ongoing conflict in Yemen, with the Houthi rebel group con-

trolling the capital and the country facing external military intervention.

Key Points:

* Death Sentence: Nimisha Priya, an Indian woman, was sentenced to death in Yemen for the murder of her Yemeni busi-
ness partner.

* Houthi Control: The Houthi rebel group controls Sanaa, making it difficult for India to engage directly with Yemeni
authorities.

 Complex Political Landscape: Yemen is embroiled in a complex conflict with multiple factions involved, including the
Houthis and external military forces.

* Government Assistance: The Indian government is aware of the situation and is providing assistance to Nimisha
Priya's family.

* Possible Settlement: Negotiations are reportedly underway for a possible settlement through "blood money," a
common practice in Yemeni law.

* Uncertainty: The ongoing conflict and the Houthi's control create significant uncertainty and challenges in resolving the
case.

CONCLUSION: The case of Nimisha Priya highlights the complexities of navigating international legal and political issues,

particularly in conflict zones. The Indian government faces significant challenges in securing her release due to the unstable

political situation in Yemen and the lack of official contact with the Houthi authorities.

QUAD MEMBERS VOW TO WORK VIGOROUSLY TOWARDS
A FREE, OPEN, AND STABLE INDO-PACIFIC

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: the Quad's 20th anniversary and the reaffirmation of its commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific region
amidst growing Chinese influence.

Key Points:
* Quad's 20th Anniversary: The Quad, comprising India, the US, Australia, and Japan, commemorated its 20th anniver-
sary.

« Commitment to Free and Open Indo-Pacific: The Foreign Ministers of the Quad nations reaffirmed their commitment
to a free, open, and peaceful Indo-Pacific.

* Addressing Regional Challenges: The Quad has undertaken initiatives to address regional challenges, including mari-
time security, infrastructure, and connectivity.

* Support for ASEAN and Pacific-Led Architecture: The Quad emphasized the centrality of ASEAN and expressed
support for Pacific-led regional architectures like the Pacific Islands Forum and the Indian Ocean Rim Association.

* India to Host Next Summit: India is scheduled to host the next Quad Summit in the second half of 2025.

CONCLUSION: The Quad's 20th anniversary marks a significant milestone for the grouping. As China's influence in the

Indo-Pacific grows, the Quad's role in promoting a free, open, and rules-based order in the region is expected to become

increasingly crucial.

“If you invest more in your education, then you are likely to get

more interest in it.”
—Benjamin Franklin
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JAISHANKAR IN DOHA FOR TALKS, TO PREPARE FOR
QATARI EMIR’S VISIT

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar is in Doha for discussions aimed at enhancing India-Qatar ties, address-
ing regional and bilateral concerns, and preparing for the Qatari Emir’'s upcoming visit to India, as part of India's broader
diplomatic outreach to West Asia.

Major Points

1. Jaishankar's Visit to Qatar

« Third visit in six months, highlighting India's focus on strength-
ening ties with Qatar.

« Discussions on political, trade, investment, energy, security,
cultural, and regional issues.

2. Upcoming Emir’s Visit

* Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani is scheduled to visit India in

K | February 2025.
. + Visit follows PM Modi’s invitation during his trip to Qatar in Feb-

1 | ruary 2024.
l_ 3. Former Naval Officer’s Case

* Hopes raised for the return of Commander Purnendu Tiwari, who remains under a travel ban in Qatar.
* The ban is related to financial charges against the Dahra Global company.
4. India's West Asia Outreach
* Multiple high-level visits to and from Gulf countries, including Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, UAE, and Saudi Arabia.
Strengthening ties amidst regional instability and crises in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen.
5. Iran and U.S. Relations
Iranian Vice Minister Takht Ravanchi’s visit to India amidst rising tensions with Israel and potential U.S. sanctions under
President Trump’s incoming administration.
CONCLUSION

India is actively engaging with West Asia through a series of high-level diplomatic exchanges to boost trade, security,
and energy ties while navigating regional challenges. The resolution of the former Naval officer’s case and the Qatari Emir’s
visit are key components of this outreach, underscoring New Delhi’s strategic priorities in the region.

INDIA-NEPAL JOINT MILITARY EXERCISE BEGINS

CONTEXT: the commencement of Exercise Surya Kiran, an annual joint military exercise between India and Nepal, aimed

at strengthening military cooperation and enhancing counter-terrorism capabilities.

Major Points:

* Exercise Surya Kiran: The 18th edition of Exercise Surya Kiran, a joint military exercise between India and Nepal, com-
menced on Tuesday.

* Focus: The exercise aims to enhance interoperability between the two armies, particularly in counter-terrorism opera-
tions, jungle warfare, and humanitarian assistance.

* Location: The exercise is taking place at the Nepal Army Battle School in Saljhandi, Nepal.

* Duration: The exercise will continue until January 13.

* Significance: Exercise Surya Kiran signifies the strong and enduring military ties between India and Nepal.
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10 PAYLOADS OF ISRO’S POEM-4 MODULE DEPLOYED
SUCCESSFULLY

CONTEXT: This news article reports on the successful deployment of 10 payloads from non-government entities on board
ISRO's POEM-4 module, a significant step towards promoting private sector participation in India's space sector.

Key Points:

» Successful Payload Deployment: 10 payloads from non-government entities
(NGEs) were successfully deployed and operationalized on board the
POEM-4 module of the PSLV-C60/SpaDeX mission.

« POEM-4 Module: The POEM-4 module, a repurposed spent PS4 stage,
provides a platform for NGEs to test their space technologies without the need
for a full-fledged satellite launch.

* Reduced Entry Barriers: The POEM-4 module aims to reduce entry barriers
for Indian start-ups, academic institutions, and research organizations in the
space sector.

* IN-SPACe's Role: IN-SPACe plays a crucial role in facilitating these collabora-
tions and enabling the growth of the private space sector in India.

* Wider Impact: Missions like this will contribute to capacity building by enabling
NGEs to gain experience and prepare for future satellite launch missions.
CONCLUSION: The successful deployment of these payloads marks a signifi-
cant milestone in India's efforts to promote private sector participation in space
activities. By providing affordable and accessible platforms like the POEM-4

module, India is paving the way for a vibrant and innovative space ecosystem.

WILLOW IS A SMALL CHIP FOR GOOGLE BUT A QUANTUM
LEAP FOR COMPUTING

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

CONTEXT: Google's recent breakthrough in quantum computing with the development of their "Willow" processor, high-
lighting its potential to overcome significant challenges and accelerate the realization of practical quantum computers.

o Nl

Major Points:

* Quantum Computing Challenges:

> Qubits are fragile and prone to errors due to external disturbances.

o Error correction is crucial but challenging in quantum systems due to the
no-cloning theorem.

> Maintaining coherence (the ability of qubits to hold information) is vital.

* Willow's Advancements:

o Willow, with 105 qubits, demonstrates improved error correction
capabilities.

o It achieves a lower error rate with increasing qubit count, a crucial

. : milestone.
o Willow successfully performed a computationally challenging task (random circuit sampling) significantly faster than any

known classical computer.
Significance:
> Willow demonstrates that major hurdles in quantum computing can be overcome.
o It provides hope for the development of practical quantum computers with applications in various fields.
CONCLUSION: While still in the early stages of development, Google's Willow processor represents a significant step
forward in the field of quantum computing. Its success provides a strong foundation for continued research and develop-
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ment, bringing the promise of powerful and transformative quantum technologies closer to reality.

LEARNING LESSONS:
Key Points:

» Fatal Crash in South Korea: A Jeju Air Boeing 737-800 crashed at Muan airport in South Korea, resulting in 179 fatalities.

» Possible Causes: The crash likely involved a bird strike, leading to engine failure and a subsequent emergency.
Questions have been raised about the crew's response, air traffic control actions, and the presence of a concrete wall at
the runway end.

* Investigation Underway: A multi-national investigation is underway, including participation from the NTSB, FAA, and
Boeing. 1

+ Safety Review: The South Korean government has initiated a review of aviation operations and airline fleets.

» Lessons for India: The incident underscores the importance of thorough crew training, robust runway safety protocols,
and continuous improvement in aviation safety standards, particularly as air travel in India continues to grow.

In essence: The tragic crash in South Korea serves as a stark reminder of the critical importance of aviation safety. It
highlights the need for rigorous investigation, comprehensive safety reviews, and continuous improvement in all aspects of
air travel, including crew training, airport infrastructure, and emergency response procedures.

STAY OUT ANY EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE IN GEORGIA
WILL ENTAIL GREAT HARM

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: the escalating political crisis in Georgia, triggered by the recent presidential inauguration and the deepening rift

between the ruling party and the opposition. The situation is further complicated by the country's strategic location, its histori-

cal ties with Russia, and the involvement of Western powers.

Major Points:

* Political Crisis: The inauguration of Mikheil Kavelashvili as President has deepened the political crisis in Georgia.

* Opposition to Kavelashvili: The opposition and his predecessor, Salome Zourabichvili, strongly opposed his election,
citing election fraud and questioning the legitimacy of the process.

* Ruling Party's Actions: The ruling Georgian Dream party, known for its pro-Russia stance, pushed ahead with
Kavelashvili's election despite widespread opposition.

* Western Involvement: The West, particularly the US, has backed the opposition and imposed sanctions on the ruling
party leader, further escalating tensions.

* Geopolitical Implications: Georgia's strategic location and its history of conflict with Russia make the situation highly
sensitive.

» Call for Restraint: The article emphasizes the need for internal dialogue and resolution among Georgian political actors.
It warns against external interference and calls for a peaceful and democratic resolution to the crisis.

CONCLUSION: The ongoing political crisis in Georgia poses significant challenges for the country's stability and its future.

External interference is likely to exacerbate the situation. A peaceful and democratic resolution requires dialogue, compro-

mise, and a commitment to upholding democratic principles by all parties involved.
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2024 — THE POLITICS OF SINGULARITY AND BEYOND

CONTEXT: the political dynamics surrounding the inauguration of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya in 2024, highlights the RSS's
attempt to emphasize its singularity for Hindutva, the BJP's electoral challenges stemming from caste anxieties, and the
evolving politics of anticipation and retrospection shaping India's political landscape as 2025 begins. It underscores the
BJP's dominance despite setbacks, the Opposition's struggles to construct compelling narratives, and the broader challeng-
es for Indian politics in aligning past legacies with future aspirations.

KEY POINTS:

1. Inauguration of Ram Temple in Ayodhya:

» Marked a culmination of a 500-year-long anticipation for Hindutva.

« RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat emphasized Ayodhya’s singularity for
Hindutva but faced resistance within the Sangh Parivar.

* Allies demanded the reclamation of all alienated Hindu sites.

2. Politics of Anticipation vs. Stabilization:

« The RSS aims to consolidate its political power but struggles to control
the autonomous momentum of anticipation-driven politics.

« Anticipation remains a strong driver in politics and religion, as seen in
the BJP's effective use of slogans like “Achche Din Aaney Waley Hain.”

3. Challenges During the 2024 Elections:

« Fear among subaltern caste groups about potential rollback of
reservations led to BJP losing its majority in Lok Sabha.

« The retrospective fear of caste oppression outweighed unifying
narratives like the Ram Temple.

4. BJP’s Narrative Strategy:

 Leveraged a long-term anticipation-retrospection frame spanning centuries, avoiding the short-term "promise vs
performance" trap.

« Maintained control of the political narrative despite setbacks, securing a third consecutive term with reduced strength.

5. Opposition’s Struggles:

» The Congress and other opposition parties failed to create compelling anticipation narratives.

» Opposition remained trapped in negative retrospection, with voters associating them with past failures like the
Emergency and dynasty politics.

6. Post-Election Campaigns:

BJP launched campaigns to reassure OBC and Dalit voters, focusing on Hindu unity and caste reservation security.

* Opponents fell into triumphalism, misinterpreting electoral results and missing opportunities for sustained momentum.

7. Hinduism’s Resistance to Singularity:

» Hinduism’s multiplicity and circularity challenge the singularity approach of the Sangh Parivar.

+ RSS/BJP faces internal challenges to manage new anticipations and anxieties among subaltern groups.

CONCLUSION:

The BJP and RSS, despite challenges in the 2024 elections, remain dominant due to their mastery of
anticipation-retrospection politics. However, they must address internal dissent, caste anxieties, and Hinduism’s innate
resistance to singularity to sustain their momentum. For the Congress and opposition parties, the key lies in crafting
compelling anticipation-based narratives to shift public focus and reclaim lost ground in India's evolving political landscape.

“If you invest more in your education, then you are likely to get
more interest in it.”

—Benjamin Franklin
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THE NATURE OF DISSENT IN THE INDIAN JUDICIARY

CONTEXT: the nature of dissenting opinions in the Indian Supreme Court, contrasts with those of the U.S. Supreme Court.
In Indian judiciary dissents arise from various sources, including political viewpoints, social and religious interpretations, and
purely intellectual disagreements on legal and constitutional issues.

The Indian judicial system, with its unique selection process for judges, leads to a diverse range of dissenting opin-
ions compared to the U.S., where judicial appointments are heavily influenced by political affiliations.

Key Points:
e Contrast with US Judiciary:

° In the US, judicial appointments are heavily influenced by political
affiliations, leading to dissents often reflecting judges' political ideolo-
gies.

° In India, judges are selected through a collegium system, minimizing

._.-"' 3 direct political influence on judicial appointments.
f@; * Types of Dissent in India:

Political Dissent:

= Arises from differing political viewpoints on legal and constitution-
al issues.

= Example: ADM Jabalpur case, where Justice H.R. Khanna's
dissent upheld fundamental rights during the Emergency, despite
political pressure.

o Social Dissent:
= Reflects varying social and religious interpretations of legal issues.
= Example: Shayara Bano case, where dissenting judges emphasized the importance of religious autonomy and
questioned the court's role in intervening in personal law matters.
o Intellectual Dissent:
= Based on differing legal and constitutional interpretations.
= Example: Lalta Prasad Vaish case, where Justice Nagarathna disagreed with the majority on the interpretation of
"intoxicating liquor" for taxation purposes, focusing on the legal text and its interpretation.
» Significance of Dissent:
o Dissent is a vital component of a healthy democracy, fostering robust legal discourse and ensuring that diverse
perspectives are considered in judicial decision-making.
o |t allows for critical examination of legal arguments, strengthens judicial reasoning, and ultimately contributes to a
more just and equitable legal system.
ANALYSIS:

The Indian judiciary, unlike its US counterpart, exhibits a diverse range of dissenting opinions stemming from various
sources. While political influence on judicial appointments exists in India, it's less pronounced compared to the US. This
leads to a broader spectrum of dissenting viewpoints, including those based on social, religious, and purely intellectual
grounds.

Indian judges, selected through a collegium system, bring diverse perspectives and experiences to the bench. This
fosters a more nuanced and independent judiciary where dissenting opinions often arise from differing interpretations of law,
social norms, and constitutional principles.

Dissent plays a crucial role in Indian democracy by:

= Enriching legal discourse: By presenting alternative viewpoints and challenging prevailing legal interpretations.

= Strengthening judicial reasoning: By compelling judges to rigorously examine and defend their positions.

= Promoting transparency and accountability: By allowing the public to understand the complexities of judicial deci-
sion-making.

Therefore, dissenting opinions are vital for a robust and just judiciary in India. They contribute to the evolution of legal
thought and the strengthening of democratic principles by fostering open dialogue, critical thinking, and the pursuit of justice.
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CONCLUSION: The Indian judiciary, with its unique selection process and diverse perspectives, fosters a rich tradition of
dissent. These dissenting opinions, whether arising from political, social, or intellectual grounds, play a crucial role in the
evolution of legal thought and the strengthening of democratic principles in India. They demonstrate the importance of open
dialogue, critical thinking, and the pursuit of justice within the judicial system.

ARE FORMER PRIME MINISTERS MANDATED MEMORIALS?

CONTEXT: The Congress party has raised concerns over the cremation and memorial arrangements for former Prime Min-

ister Manmohan Singh, highlighting the lack of specific rules regarding memorials for ex-PMs and the departure from past

practices in his case.

MAJOR POINTS:

1. Funeral and Memorial Arrangements for Former PM Manmohan Singh:

= Passing and Funeral: Manmohan Singh passed away on December 26; a state funeral was held at Nigambodh Ghat on
December 28, a first for any former PM.

= Congress Demand: Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge requested a designated place for the funeral and a memori-
al, terming the absence of such arrangements an "insult."

= Government Response: MHA announced that space for a memorial would be allocated after forming a trust, while the
cremation took place as planned.

2. Rules and Trends for PM Memorials:

= No Specific Rule: There is no guideline mandating the allocation of memorials for former PMs, though it has been a con-
vention.

= Past Trends:
o Most former PMs, except Vishwanath Pratap Singh, have memorials, primarily in Delhi.
o Examples: Jawaharlal Nehru (Shanti Vana), Indira Gandhi (Shakti Sthal), and Atal Bihari Vajpayee (Smriti Sthal).
> In 2013, due to space constraints, it was decided that all future memorials would be built at Smriti Sthal.

3. Maintenance of Memorials:

= Primarily maintained by respective State Governments or local municipalities.

= Central Government oversees major samadhis near Rajghat and select others like Morarji Desai’'s Abhay Ghat and
Rajiv Gandhi Memorial in Sriperumbudur.

4. Delays and Comparison:

= Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s memorial was built within 45 days of his cremation, funded by a private trust.

= No timeline was announced for Manmohan Singh’s memorial by December 30, 2024.

CONCLUSION:

The absence of a designated site for the funeral and memorial of Manmohan Singh underscores the lack of clear
rules for honouring former Prime Ministers in India. While conventions have been followed in the past, the delays and devia-
tions, in this case, highlight the need for standard guidelines to ensure the dignified and uniform treatment of leaders who
hold such significant national stature.
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INDIA MUST PROTECT AND PRESERVE ITS
HARD-WON FREEDOMS

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CONTEXT: These reflect views on the 75th anniversary of Indian Independence, authored by former Prime Minister Manmo-

han Singh, emphasizing the importance of unity, freedom, and inclusive growth for India's future.

Major Points:

o Importance of Unity: Indian Independence was achieved through a united struggle against colonialism. Maintaining this
unity amidst growing communal and divisive forces is crucial for India's progress.

o Economic Growth and Inclusivity: While economic liberalization has led to significant growth, it must be inclusive and
address issues like poverty, unemployment, and inequality.

o Investing in Human Capital: Focus on education, skilling, and employment opportunities for youth is essential for a demo-
graphic dividend.

o Strengthening Healthcare: Improving healthcare access, especially for women and children, is paramount. Addressing
regional disparities in healthcare delivery is crucial.

o Upholding Scientific Tradition: Maintaining the integrity of scientific institutions and promoting scientific temper are vital for
India's progress.

o Importance of Foreign Policy: Maintaining strong and friendly relations with neighboring countries and upholding India's
role as a responsible global citizen are crucial.

o Addressing Challenges: The rise of divisive politics, weakening of institutions, and the growing influence of money power
pose significant challenges to Indian democracy.

CONCLUSION:

Dr. Singh emphasizes the importance of safeguarding the hard-won freedoms and unity of India. He calls upon citizens
to actively uphold these values and resist forces that seek to divide the nation. He stresses the need for inclusive growth,
social justice, and a strong commitment to scientific progress and international cooperation. The article serves as a timely
reminder of the challenges facing India and the importance of upholding the values enshrined in the Constitution for a prosper-
ous and harmonious future.

CORE SECTORS GREW AT FOUR-MONTH HIGH
PACE OF 4.3% IN NOV.

ECONOMICS & DEVELOPMENT

CONTEXT: reports on the growth of India's eight core infrastructure sectors in November 2024, highlight a mixed perfor-
mance with some sectors showing strong growth while others experienced a decline.

MAJOR POINTS:
* Overall Growth: India's core sector output grew by 4.3% in
November 2024 compared to the same period last year, driven by
a significant 13% surge in cement production.
* Mixed Performance:
o Growth: Cement, refinery products, and coal production
showed strong growth.
o Decline: Six out of eight sectors, including electricity generation
and steel production, recorded a sequential decline in output.
o Contraction: Crude oil and natural gas production remained in
contraction territory.

* Revised Figures: October's growth rate was revised upwards to 3.7%. August's growth was revised to a decline of 1.5%.
* Factors Influencing Growth:
o Increased government spending on capital expenditure.
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o Momentum in construction activity, reflected in the growth of steel and cement production.

o Fading impact of heavy rainfall in previous months.
* Outlook:

o Economists expect the Index of Industrial Production (lIP) to grow by 4.5%-7% in November 2024.
CONCLUSION: While the core sector witnessed a four-month high growth rate in November 2024, the mixed performance
across different sectors and the sequential decline in output levels for several industries indicate a nuanced picture of the
Indian economy. The continued growth in key sectors like cement and the expected improvement in the IIP suggest some
positive momentum, but challenges remain, particularly in sectors like crude oil and natural gas.

PAKISTAN SECURITY FORCES SEE DEADLIEST
YEAR IN A DECADE

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONTEXT: Some reports indicate the significant increase in violence and casualties suffered by Pakistani security forces in
2024, highlighting the escalating security challenges faced by the country amid rising militant activity.

1 MAJOR POINTS:
.+ High Casualty Rate:
o Pakistani security forces suffered a record-high number of casualties in
2024, with nearly seven lives lost daily in counter-insurgency operations.
o This marks the deadliest year for security forces in nearly a decade.
* Increased Militant Activity:
o There was a 40% surge in militant attacks compared to 2023.
o The Pakistani Taliban, emboldened by the Taliban's takeover in
Afghanistan, has significantly increased its activities.
* Security Forces Response:
o Pakistani security forces have intensified operations against the Pakistani
Taliban, resulting in the killing of a large number of militants.

* Human Cost:
o The conflict has resulted in a significant number of civilian casualties, highlighting the human cost of the ongoing
violence.
CONCLUSION:
The escalating violence and rising casualties among security forces underscore the grave security challenges facing
Pakistan. The resurgence of militant activity, fuelled by the Taliban's control of Afghanistan, poses a significant threat to the

country's stability and security. The government faces a daunting task in combating this growing insurgency while minimizing
civilian casualties.
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